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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Official Report of the Fifteenth Session. 

Volume LX IV— No. 3. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in t lie A^embly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 10th March, MJ43, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker ttlie Ilon’ble Mr. Syid Naimieu Am) in the Chair, 7 
Rouble Ministers and 210 liienihers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: With the sanction of the House, I propose to take 
up questions up to 5-16 when I propose to adjourn the House tor prayer. 
After that the debate On the Food Resolution will commence. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May we then know how long the food 
debate will continue, beeause you were pleased to assure us that you Mill 
give us three solid hours for debate on iood? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the Hon’ble Chief Minister was agreeable to 
that. T do not know whether it is three solid hours, but I remember that 
he agreed to give you three hours. 

(Starred question No. 14 was then called.) 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May 1 remind you, Sii , that your 
deputy predecessor in the Chair gave us an assurance that when questions 
and answers relating to the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca came to be taken 
up, they would be freshly circulated on the date on which he would give 
answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that has been done. 

STARRED QUESTION 
(to which oral answer was given) 

Supply of certain essential commodities in Chittagong. 

•13. Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether any steps have been taken by the Government for the supply 
of (1) rice, (2) salt, (3) sugar and (4) kerosene, in the district 
of Chittagong; and 
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(it) what amount of those articles was taken out of the district since 
the 1st of April, 1042? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any measures 
have been taken to check the rise in the price of the abovementioned 
commodities ? 

(c) If so, what? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): 

(a) (i) and (b) Yes. 

(a) (ii) No figures are available. 

(c) A Price Control Advisory Committee, under the chairmanship of the 
President of the Chamber of Commerce, in which both dealers’ and con- 
sumers’ interests are represented, is functioning very satisfactorily. Prices 
are fixed by the District Magistrate generally on the recommendation of 
this Committee and it draws up its recommendation after taking into con- 
sideration all i actors that operate in deciding the price level of a particular 
commodity. 

So far as common rice is concerned the stock of rice and paddy is 
sufficient for the present needs of the district and supply from outside in 
any large quantity has not yet been necessary. 

Attempts at surreptitious removal of essential commodities with a view 
to profiteering were stopped by placing temporary restrictions on booking 
of these goods by rail. That ban has now been withdrawn under Govern- 
ment orders. 

When profiteers attempted to create an artificial shortage by with- 
holding stocks from sale, as had happened in the case of rice and salt, 
certain big stocks were requisitioned under the Defence of India Rules and 
were made available to the public at controlled prices. 

Figures obtained from railway stations showed that a lot of sugar was 
coming into the district from “black markets” operating outside Chittagong 
but dealers were forcing up the price by creating an artificial shortage. 
An order has therefore been passed controlling the delivery of sugar con- 
signments and their subsequent disposal. Results so far obtained have been 
satisfactory and though certain dealers are very sore at being prevented 
from profiteering it has been possible for the man in the street to get a 
small ration of sugar at controlled rate. No controlled import of sugar has 
taken place from May to September but one thousand maunds were 
requisitioned by the Department and allotted to the district in October. 
The districts are now getting fixed quotas direct from the factories. This 
system was inaugurated in December last. The quota allotted to this 
district for December-March is 7,535 bags and the Harinagar factory was 
asked to supply to it. But the factory has, on some excuse or other, declined 
to do so and the Sugar Controller for India has been requested to intervene : 
meantime another factory has been asked to despatch 3,000 bags to Chitta- 
gong immediately. The factory has agreed to do so as soon as it can 
secure the necessary wagons. 
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Regarding salt, arrangements are being made with tbe Central Excise 
and Salt Department to open two bonded warehouses — one at Cox’s Baaar 
and the other at Chittagong — to enable salt from the Coastal belt to flow 
easily into the interior markets. Local manufacturers are also being 
encouraged to form themselves into associations and to start licensed 
factories so that arrangements may be made for excising the salt at the 
place of manufacture. This will mean greater supply and consequent 
lowering of price. The District Magistrate controls existing stocks of 
imported salt, the price of which is lower than elsewhere. 

So far as kerosene is concerned, the supply for the district has been 

reduced by 50 per cent, of the pre-war standard by the B.0.0. This has 

resulted in inevitable hardships and an agreement has been reached with 
the company bv which fairer and more equitable distribution will be possible. 
Villagers are also being encouraged to use castor oil and (jarjan oil as 
substitute illuminants. 

Shortly after the air-raids in May last a Civil Defence Store was opened 
in the town, after most of the shops bad closed down, principally to meet 
the needs of the remaining population during the emergency. Tt sells 

essential articles at controlled intec. Though most of the shops have 

ojxmed by now the Civil Defence Store is still functioning because it 
serves as an efficient check on the profiteering propensities of some dis- 
honest shopkee]>ers. A number of relief stores opened subsequently and 
run by local committees or private individuals have done a great deal in 
providing essential commodities at controlled prices to the j>oorer sections 
of the community. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Dou ble Minister 

be pleased to state what are the sources of information upon which he says 
that “So far as common rice is concerned the stock of rice and paddy is 
sufficient for the present needs of the district’*? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Local authorities. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: What are the sources of 
information upon which the local authorities gave the information — 
whether they took any census of the stock or not? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I could not sav, but my information is from the local authorities. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHM00D: Will the Ilon’lde Minister he 
pleased to state whether the recommendation of the Advisory Committee 
has beeq accepted by the district authorities? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as I understand, the local officers in collaboration with the district 
authorities have followed as far as possible the advice of the local 
committees. 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Is the Son’ble Minister aware 
that wherever the controlling authorities control the price of any commodity, 
the price automatically goes up? 

8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI. The Hon’ble Minister has been pleased to 
state that he is encouraging the people of this province to use castor oil 
and other oil in place of kerosene oil. Does he propose. Sir, in view of 
the shortage of wheat that this province is experiencing, to ask the people 
of Bengal to eat cakes instead of bread? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that question arises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to the Price Control 
Advisory Committee, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names 
of the members thereof and the name of the Chairman? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot give the answer offhand. If the honourable member wants, I can 
take it as a notice. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this information was taken from the local authorities? 1 
refer to answer (r) where it is stated that the stock of common rice is 
sufficient for the district. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As regards date 1 want notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the stock in the district and the amount necessary tor the 
consumption of the district? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

How does the question arise? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have given a complete catalogue of the story 
as to how you are controlling the prices and you have said that in some 
places the present stock is sufficient, and, therefore, that question does 
arise. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The question has been answered here. No figures are available now. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: W r ith reference to the answer that 
that ban has now been withdrawn under Government orders, will the 
Hon ble Minister be pleased to state what were the reasons for the with- 
drawal of the orders by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Probably normal flow was established and therefore Government thought 
that the ban should be withdrawn. 
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Mr. FA2LUR RAHMAN: Will the Hoa’ble Minister b© pleased to 
state what is the basis of his conclusion that the stock was sufficient when 
the figures were not available to him? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is more or less argumentative. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, my question is, what is the basis of 
his conclusion, because on the one hand he says that the stock is sufficient 
and on the other liand he says that he has no figures at his disposal. Then 
he must have something in his mind to come to that conclusion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an argumentative question. He has said that 
he has based his opinion on the reports received from the local authorities. 
Therefore that question does not arise. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: With reference to paragraph 
3 of answer (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wbat step 
Government have taken to stop the removal of commodities by boat? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice to answei that question. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
recently ration card system has been introduced in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Probably it is correct. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : With regard to the answer relating to 
kerosene oil, will t lit* Iloifble Minister be pleased to tell us for how long 

the letter of the Burma Oil Company setting out its fresh proposal for 

distribution will remain unanswered in hi> department? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I wan t notice. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be able to 
contradict me if I say that for six months the letter remained unanswered 
in spite of four reminders sent by that Company? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Unless 1 can procure the information, I cannot contradict the statement of 

the honourable member. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Has the Hon’ble Minister got any recent 
information regarding the new arrangements that have been put into 
operation? Has lie asked the District Officers to send reports regarding 
the working* of the arrangements? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I did not ask. Since the honourable member has suggested I will ask the 
District Officers. 
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Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to salt for Chittagong 
mentioned in paragraph 3 on page 2 of the answer, will the Hon J ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any attempt has been made other than that 
mentioned in that paragraph to improve the supply of salt foi the area; 
and will he be pleased to state also if he is aware that the price fixed for 
salt in Chittagong is much lower than the price available in the adjoining 
districts of Noakhali and Comilla as a result whereof salt is not being taken 
to Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

What is the question? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The first part of my question is that 
apart from the question of making arrangements for the coastal belt salt 
coming to Cox’s Bazar and the other depots, has Government made any 
other arrangement to import salt from Calcutta or elsewhere; and whether 
he is aware that salt is not being imported, because the price fixed for 
Chittagong is much lower than the price prevailing in the adjoining dis- 
tricts of Noakhali and Comilla? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It may be that on account of the lower price salt is not being taken there. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the ITon’ble Minister aware 
that owing to short and restricted supply of rice in the rural areas, the 
price of rice has risen to an abnormally high level; and if so, will he be 
pleased to state whether Government have taken any step to make immediate 
arrangements tor an adequate supply of rice in the rural areas? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, Mr. Biswas; this question reters to Chittagong 
alone and you can ask questions regarding Chittagong only. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: If the question lefers to Chitta- 
gong, my question reters to Chittagong and it it relates to the whole of 
Bengal, my question also relates to the whole of Bengal. Sir, 1 put it 
that my question refers to Chittagong. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

When the question was answered the supply of rice to Chittagong was 
adequate, but since then probably many other changes might have taken 
place- 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, that is not the full answer. 
The Hon ble 'Minister says “may he, may he" 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

kir, I have not finished mv answer. 

If there is scarcity anywhere, Government will do their best to see that 
supply is going to the deficit districts. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon' ble Minister be pleased to 
give us some instances of rases where there is scarcity and where he is 
taking steps to remove crops from surplus area to that area? 
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Mf. SPEAKER? That question does not arise out of this question 
because it is limited to Chittagong only. 

Babu JMADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
at the present time the price of rice or paddy is gradually going higher and 
higher? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, I am aware of the fact that the price of rice has gone up. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in how many cases Government took action for surreptitious 
removal of goods? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca^ 

I want notice. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has just 
now replied that he is taking steps to remove high prices of rice in Chitta- 
gong. Now, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what practical 
steps he has taken up till now to remove high prices of rice in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I have never stated that. What 1 have stated is that it information 
comes that there is scarcity in Chittagong Government will see that scarcity 
i» removed. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Are we to understand that no steps 
up till now have been taken for the removal of scarcity in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware that there is scarcity in Chittagong. If 1 am informed. 
I will take steps. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With iclerenee to the answer to my 
former question, will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased t<> state whether 
those villagers who were forced to evacuate from their villages near about, 
Chittagong and the evacuees from Burma in the Chittagong area are 
deprived fit getting ration cards? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

The question ot evacuation docs not come within the purview of my 

department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the point is about ration cards. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

To answer that I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: W ith reference to the answer 
given by the Hon’ble Minister that certain dealers were very sore for being 
prevented from profiteering and from which it appears that Government 
could locate those dealers, will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state- 
what steps Government took against those persons who profiteered? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

To answer that I want notice. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state 
if any member of the Progressive Coalition Party belonging to Chittagong 
brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister the fact about the acute food 
scarcity in Chittagong? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Does the 
question arise whether any member of this side of the House brought it 1o 
the notice of the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The question is whether any member of this House 
belonging to the Progressive Coalition Party brought to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister about the scarcity in Chittagong. I think that is a 
relevant question. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : <4 *n f%g 

sr’nrre i 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The question on which supplementaries are being put is in itself an answer 
that members of the Coalition Party have brought to the notice of the 
Government that there is scarcity in Chittagong. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minute^.) 

(After adjournment.) 

SPECIAL MOTION. 

Supply and distribution of foodstuffs, coal, kerosine oil and cloth. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Before presenting m\ statement, Sir, as to the measures that I have taken 
for solving this problem, I do freely admit that I ought to have made this 
statement at the beginning and the debate should have been initiated on 
that, for which I am very sorry. 

Sir, the subject of food sup]) Lies and food prices is not only the most 
burning problem of the day, but one that touches every man and woman 
in this country most vitally at every stage in the ordinary businesses of his 
or her life. The current interest in this problem is therefore easily under- 
standable, and T am grateful to my honourable friends for the valuable 
comments and suggestions that they have made in course of the debate on 
ihis subject. If T cannot reply adequately to all their criticisms, this will 
be not on account of the fact that I have overlooked or ignored any of them, 
but because of the very limited time at my disposal and the complexities 
of the problem, which preclude an exhaustive treatment of the subjeet 
within the time allotted to me. The best that I can do is to touch only on 
a few important aspects of the problem and of our efforts to attack it in 
the past few months. 
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But before I proceed further, I will beg of my honourable friends to 
remember the circumstances in which I took over charge of the portfolio 
of Commerce and Labour in the late summer of 1942 and the situation as 
regards supplies and prices that prevailed at that time. If the honourable 
members would turn back to the year that is no more, they will remember 
that till about February- March, 1942, the food problem had acquired none 
of its urgency. It was only after the Japanese invasion of Burma and the 
fall of Rangoon that the problem took a* really serious turn. For the first 
time since the outbreak of the war in September, 1939, prices allowed a 
marked and continuing tendency to rise and supplies of some of the essential 
commodities began to be increasingly scarce. The Provincial Government 
possess no adequate organisation to cope with the problem with which they 
were suddenly confronted, with the result that between Mart'll and duly, 
1942, the efforts of the department had perforce to be confined to price 
control simpliciter, i.e., to the efforts to control the prices of essential 
consumption commodities without any attempt’ to control their supplies 
from the source. It was however soon evident that the problem which 
Government would have to tackle before long was not merely one of retail 
profiteering, but the very much larger and complicated problem of the 
organisation of supplies and the mobilisation of our available food resources. 
This aspect of the problem was uppermost in my mind from the time that 
I fil'd took over the Commerce and Labour Department in a temporary 
eapa< ity in June, 1942, but it was not till 1 had permanently taken ovei 
this portfolio that 1 succeeded in reorganising the department on a very 
much broader basis. 

It will not be out of place in this connection to refer to one item of our 
policy, which left its permanent impress on the food problem in this 
province even after the emergency which had occasioned tin* policy had 
disappeared. 1 refer to the denial policy in respect of the movement of 
rice and paddy from some of our surplus riverain districts. This policy 
which we had to adopt for overriding military reasons could not hut all *ct 
the channels of trade m grain from some of our most important surplus dis- 
tricts to the consuming centres, and hv the physiological reactions w!ii< !i 
they set up gravely dislocated the economic life of not merely these 
districts 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* On a point of order. Sir. Was that a 
physiological reaction or psychological reaction? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. (A voice from the 
Treasury Bench : That is a point of mental disorder.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, we want to know' whether Mr. Pinnell 
who has prepared the statement is w rong or whether the Hon ’hie Minister 
is wrong? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think it is proper for you, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
to ask whether what Mr. Pinnell has stated is wrong. I may tell you that 
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this is a statement made by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment. It may be that he has mispronounced the word, but you have got 
to take it as a statement made by the Hon’ble Minister himself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS The point of order is that hitherto 
whenever any written speech was read out it was submitted that either the 
Hon ble Minister who spoke out from the written speech took responsibility 
for the speech himself and let the House have the impression that it was 
his speech, but if a member reads out a speech with obvious mistakes like 
“George the V” (pronouncing V as “Bhee”) then it is difficult to take it 
as his speech and therefore the point of order comes, and you will permit 
that. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It is for you to draw your own inference, Dr. Sanyal. 
It is not for me to give any ruling on that point. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

This was one of the hard realities of the war, which had then cast its 
darkening shadow over this fair province, that we had to face. Fortunately, 
for us today, that shadow had disappeared, but I would ask my honourable 
friends to remember that the consequences of the policy which the 
necessities of those times forced us to adopt about a year ago are still with 
us, and when they criticised Government's rice policy in 1942, they should 
not forget the implications of the denial policy of an earlier period. While 
I am on this subject of denial policy, 1 would like to dispel certain common 
misapprehensions to which currency has been given in the ]>ast as well as 
in course of this debate by some of my honourable friends. I regret that 
in the last session of the Assembly for reasons of security I could not disclose 
the relevant information in this subject that I am now in a position to give 
to the honourable members. We purchased last year with Government of 
India funds about 4J lakhs of mauiuls of rice and 5} lakhs of maunds of 
paddy. It is entirely incorrect to say that the bulk of it was exported 
outside Bengal or sold to the Army. We had the satisfaction that over 90 per 
cent, of these denial stocks were used for the sole benefit of the population 
of this province. The other common allegation that the denial stocks were 
all used for the benefit of Calcutta and the industrial areas is equally with- 
out any foundation in fact. Barely 2d per cent, of the total stocks were 
so used, while a much larger percentage was used for Eastern Bengal dis- 
tricts, and the relief of cyclone-stricken people in the districts of Midnapore 
and 24-Parganas. Whatever views the honourable members may entertain 
about the genesis or the operation of the denial policy, I have no doubt 
in my mind that they will agree with me that the disposal of the denial 
stocks was carried out in a manner calculated to further the best interests 
of the province as a whole. 

As I have already stated, the establishment of the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies marked the recognition of the fundamental fact — that it was 
futile to try and control prices without prior control over supplies at the 
source. But it was several months before the Directorate could begin to 
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function properly. It was not easy to provide the necessary staff either at 
headquarters or in the districts. For about five months the higher personnel 
of the Directorate consisted of a Director and a Deputy Director assisted 
by a Controller of Supplies for the Calcutta area. Equally unavoidable 
delay took place in providing the necessary subordinate and clerical assist- 
ance. It always takes time to build up an efficient administrative oiganisa- 
tion, and in face of the present competitive demand for man-power, the 
recruitment of the right type of experienced personnel for such a compli- 
cated quasi-commercial undertaking was no easy task. My esteemed 
friend, Mr. Hendry, enquired if any attempts had been made by (Govern- 
ment to look for suitable trained personnel from commercial circles, it 
would have been easy enough for me to answer this query with a simple 
“yes”, for we did try to obtain suitable assistants from all the leading 
Chambers of Commerce, but failed to get them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is a lie 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I understand that Dr. Sanyal uttered 
the word “lie” which is unparliamentary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. But I submit, Sir, an untrue state- 
ment is called a “lie”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But I think the word “lie” ought not to be uttered in 
a parliament. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* In that case, Sir, 1 substitute the 
words “an untrue statement” for the word “lie”. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The issues involved are, however, much wider. I can visualise commercial 
assistance iu our efforts in two principal directions — first, in the formula- 
tion of policies, and, secondly, in the technical administration of schemes. 
For the first purpose, commercial assistance can be availed of only in an 
advisory capacity; for final executive decisions in matters of policy must 
remain the ultimate responsibility of Government. The Directorate of 
Civil Supplies have always endeavoured to obtain technical advice in the 
formulation of schemes through the various trade committees associated 
with them. More continuous- help could no doubt be obtained; but, in 
my judgment, it is in the field of technical administration that commercial 
assistance is most needed. Unfortunately the conditions of service under 
Government seldom attract the right type of commercial personnel to it, 
with the result that we have so far found it exceedingly difficult to obtain 
the services of suitable technical assistants from the trade. Nevertheless, 
I am grateful for the trade’s offer of help and co-operation, and I shall pass 
on this offer to the Directorate of Civil Supplies without delay. 

Quite apfcrt from this serious organizational difficulty, another factor that 
greatly hampered the efficient functioning of the Civil Supplies Directorate 
was the recurring emergencies that occurred throughout this period. The 
Directorate of Civil Supplies were almost continually engaged in meeting 
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one emergent situation after another — sometimes relating to rice, some- 
times to salt, sometimes to sugar and sometimes to coal — with the result 
that they had hardly the time or ihe opportunity to formulate a complete 
and coherent scheme of work till very late in the year 1942, when the air 
raids over Calcutta introduced a completely new set of problems. I do not 
like to take the time of my honourable friends by a detailed chronological 
recitation of the main event?* that occurred between August, 1942, and 
February, 194d, but would merely refer to one or two of the more disturb- 
ing factors to illustrate what I have just said. 

Immediately after the Directorate was established, the widespread poli- 
tical disturbances that took place in the wake of the Congress session at 
Bombay seriously affected the supplies of some of the essential consumption 
commodities from Bihar and the United Provinces. For example, serious 
deterioration in the sugar position at this time was the direct consequence 
of the dislocation of transport in North Bihar. Emergent action had to be 
taken to cope with this situation and the result was the 25 per cent, levy 
on all imports of sugar, the establishment of a chain of retail shops, and a 
necessarily cautious policy in respect of sugar dealers. Before the situation 
had stabilized a little, came the cyclone in Midnapore and 24-Parganns, 
which set in motion a series of forces that ultimately sent rice prices 
rocketting about the middle of December. Emergent action had to be taken 
to deal with this unexpected situation, and that kept the Directorate 
occupied for the best part of November and December, 1942. 1 could men- 

tion many other similar happenings that diverted the attention and energy 
of the Directorate of Civil Supplies from the fundamental problems that 
clamoured for solution, but that could not he attacked till these recurring 
emergencies had been overcome. But time forbids further elaboration of 
my argument. 

I would now beg of my hon’ble friends to follow me to an entirely 
different train of thought. I would ask them to visualize the circumstances 
in which provincial policy as regards supplies and prices must function in 
this province. Broadly speaking, apart from rice and kerosene, this pro- 
vince must depend for the bulk of its supplies of other essential consumption 
commodities on imports from other provinces I need not give details. 
The hon’ble members are well aware of the basic weaknesses of our 
provincial economy. For salt, wheat, sugar, dal, mustard oil, ghee and 
some other minor articles of consumption we are almost entirely dependent 
on the other provinces. Our economy can be maintained in stable equili- 
brium only if the other provinces play the game with us. In the absence 
of such inter-provincial co-operation, the organisation of supplies in this 
province becomes an almost impossible task unless the Central Government 
takes a hand in the matter. One of the most important handicaps from 
which the Directorate of Civil Supplies has suffered in the past has been this 
lack of Central control and direction. As a result of prolonged negotiation, 
argument and persuasion the Government of India have only recently agreed 
to exercise effective control over supplies and their movements from province 
to province, and thus to lay the foundation for an orderly and scientific 
system of provincial control. 
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]*}&rlier in mj speech, I stated that the policy of the Directorate was to 
establish effective control over supplies at the source. Such control has 
been recently established effectively in the case of sugar, coal and wheat, 
with the active assistance of the Central Government; consequently, it has 
been possible for the Directorate to draw up a workable scheme of distribu- 
tion for these commodities. The recent dislocation in the coal position was 
due primarily to transport — another Central subject. HappiK , the situation 
has been brought down to normal. In the case of wheat, the province’s 
control over supplies has been established only for about a month now, and 
it is only lately that regular supplies have begun to come in from the Punjab. 
Unless ain serious upheaval takes place in the near future I foresee an 
increasingly easy position as regards the supplies of these commodities. 

In the case of kerosene, control over supplies at the source has been 
obtained through the co-operation of the oil companies, whose headquarters 
are situated within the boundaries of this province. But, unlike sugar, 
wheat or coal, the control of the Provincial Government over distribution 
of kerosene is still partial; but before long we expect to exercise full control 
in collaboration with the oil companies. 

Cloth is one important commodity in which our control over supplies is, 
unfortunately, still very incomplete. In this matter as in others our diffi- 
culties arose mainly from the uncertainties of Central Government policy. 
In the summer of 1942 the Government of India formulated a scheme for 
the manufacture of dhoties, saries and shirtings of standardised specifications 
at a low price. Between one thing and another, that scheme never mate- 
rialised. It is however only fair to add that the responsibility for this 
infructuousness of Central policy was due not merely to the fault of the 
Centre but also to dilatoriness on the part of several provincial authorities, 
including ourselves. This was inevitable in the early stages of our organi- 
sation, when the office of the Chief Controller of Prices was so inadequately 
manned that it could hardly cope with the work that it was expected to 
handle. But the honourable members will be interested to know that firm 
orders have been now placed for several lakhs of yards of standard cloth 
for this province and the first instalment of thirty lakhs of yards is already 
overdue. Schemes of distribution have been kept ready and as soon as 
the cloth is available, steps will be taken to make it available to the poorer 
sections of the public. I would, however, warn the honourable members 
that the arrival of our consignments of standard cloth will not solve all our 
problems of clothing our people. Unless the production of these varieties 
of cloth is very considerably increased, no substantial improvement in the 
position can be expected. The solution of this problem lies essentially in 
increased all-round production. 

I would not take up any more of the time of my honourable friends by 
dilating on the problems of individual commodities. I feel sure that they 
will recognise that our policy of control over supplies at the source, and 
their distribution through approved channels under our partial or complete 
control, has brought about a substantial measure of improvement in respect 
of most of the imported commodities. It would be foolish to claim that 
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our system of distribution is efficient. I am aware of its many defects 
and deficiencies, but I would impress on tbe honourable members one fact 
which is apt to be forgotten, that the existing system of distribution of 
these commodities grew up out of emergent conditions. Pending the for- 
mulation of a comprehensive scheme of distribution by the Distributing 
Trades Tribunal, which as the honourable members are aware, has been 
just set up, we have to work our way through the existing channels of 
distribution. The Distributing Trades Tribunal has already set to work, 
and I hope and trust that it will succeed in evolving a system of distribution 
both in Calcutta and the districts that will not only prove to be efficient but 
will also be acceptable to the trade and the public as a whole. There is a 
special reason why I am most anxious that this Tribunal should conclude 
its deliberations as early as possible. It is only after an efficient system 
of distribution has been established not only in Calcutta but all over the 
province that we can enforce fair dealing and honest trading by rigorous 
prosecution, if necessary. The leader of the European Group commented 
the other day on Government’s inability to deal firmly with speculators, 
profiteers and the practitioners in the black markets. Unless we were to 
convert the Directorate of Civil Supplies into a vast police organisation, it 
was impossible for us in the early days, in the absence of any controlled 
distributive system, to embark on a policy of widespread criminal prosecu- 
tions. For the sake of maintaining continuity of essential supplies, it was 
necessary in these earlier days to temporise, for the time being, with anti- 
social forces; but that stage is now happily over, and with increased con- 
trol over the supplies of some of the commodities, the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies will come more and more into its own and will be increasingly 
able to enforce its will on the organisation of the trade. We must, however, 
be on our guard to distinguish between economic forces and anti-social 
activities. For while we must strike hard and unflinchingly at tbe latter, 
we must have patience and understanding to analyse and appraise the former. 

While on this subject of distribution, I will take the leave of my 
honourable friends to say a few passing words about the system of distribu- 
tion in the city. Along with them, I have long felt the utter inadequacy 
of the method of distribution through a number of controlled shops. These 
shops, as I pointed out a little while ago, originated in special emergencies. 
They came into being for one thing, but have existed for another. In the 
absence of sufficient control over supplies, it has so long been impossible to 
consider any better system of distribution than a combination of ad hoc 
supplies to priority consumers and of supplies to the others through 
controlled shops and markets. During the last few days, much has been 
said in this House about priority consumers and the supplies that we have 
considered it necessary to make available to them from time to time. 
Honourable members will pardon me if I say that much of their criticism 
has been misconceived. Can anyone seriously argue that Government have, 
of set purpose, created an artificial, privileged class in Calcutta and the 
districts that has no claims to any prior consideration on the part of the 
community P If I had the time to do so, I would have read out to the 
House seriatim the different classes of consumers that have been included 
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in our priority list. It is entirely incorrect to say that list consists only of 
industrial labour employed by British commercial interests. The House, 
will be assured to know that industrial labour employed by comparable 
Indian industrial and commercial concerns occupy an equally large place 
in our priority list. Further, the list included not merely industrial labour, 
but also all the essential services, including public utilities, without which 
the even tenor of civic life, in these anxious and uncertain days, would be 
in grave jeopardy. A special responsibility would have vested, in similar 
circumstances, in any Government, worth its name, to make special arrange- 
ments for such organisations and services. Do those honourable members 
who have criticised Government’s policy in this matter seriously suggest 
that we have erred in doing what every other Government has done, and 
what any Government must do to protect the foundations of its superstruc- 
ture? From this, it does not, of course, follow that we have no obligations 
to the rest of the community. As I have already said, I do not consider 
our present policy as regards distribution to be by any means adequate. 
But now that we have succeeded in securing adequate control over the 
supplies of some of the essential commodities, the question of an improved 
, system of distribution in Calcutta is under our active consideration. A 
special officer for the planning of distribution in Calcutta and the industrial 
area has been appointed, and his report is awaited by Government. 

Hr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we know, Sir, how much time will 
be allowed to the Hon’ble Minister? It would have been better if the 
statement had been printed and circulated. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think it would have been better, but that has not 
been done. So I think that it is better if he reads it out so that you can 
give a fitting reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But he will take the whole of the time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will give you time to reply. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIEULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: Sir, 
honourable members have already taken four days. 

1 now turn to the all-important question of supplies of rice and paddy. 
The main facts about the rice situation are well known to the honourable 
members of this House, and in course of this debate some of them have 
surveyed almost all the important aspects of the problem. I shall, there- 
fore, refrain from entering into a histoiical review of the different stages 
through which this problem has passed since our Purchase Scheme, in pur- 
suance of the denial policy, was put into force in the summer of 1942. I 
shall content myself with a very brief analysis of the present situation. 

The current year’s crop is estimated to be about 73 lakhs of tons. This, 
it must be admitted, compares very unfavourably with the crop of 1941-42. 
But it should be remembered that 1941-42 wa*> a bumper year. The present 
state of statistics makes it extremely difficult to express any definite view 
as to the extent of shortage that we may experience in the current year. 
Our consumption statistics are no more defendable than our production 
2 
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figures, but if we take the average of the production statistics and the 
import and export figures of the last four years, the total average amount 
retained in the province in a year comes to about 85 lakhs of tons. Assum- 
ing that this represents an average consumption figure in a year, we shall 
probably be short in the coming year to the extent of about 10 lakhs of tons 
or, say, approximately by about 15 per cent, of the current year’s crop. 
This is the prospect to which we must face up in the near future. 

Many of the honourable members have referred to the question of exports 
from this province. I would inform them that for several months now this 
Government have impressed on the Government of India the necessity for 
treating Bengal not as a surplus but as a deficit province. In course of 
their acceptance of the Central Government’s scheme for the centralized 
purchase and regulation of movement of food-grains, they have stipulated 
that the requirement of this province should have precedence over all other 
needs however urgent they may appear to the Central Government. 
Honourable members may therefore rest assured that we are determind to 
see that the internal requirements of this province receive paramount consi- 
deration. 

But even if exports are to be ruled out of consideration, that does not 
absolve us from the necessity of husbanding our resources to the best of our 
ability. Indeed, it is only by the most efficient mobilisation of our food 
resources that we can hope to tide over the difficulties that lie ahead of us. 
It is from this conviction that we decided to launch on our scheme of pur- 
chases, which has come in for so much criticism, from different and sometimes 
mutually conflicting points of view, from the honourable members of this 
House. The main features of this scheme are — 

(i) first, that we shall buy paddy and rice from a number of buying 
areas in this province; 

(#7) secondly, that such buying shall be made through our approved 
agents and under such terms as to prices, etc., as we shall lay 
down ; 

(Hi) thirdly, that restrictions on the movement of paddy and rice from 
our buying as well as non-buying areas except under permits to 
be issued by our Food-grains Purchasig Officer should be 
imposed ; 

( iv ) fourthly, that these buying activities will be supervised by a 
special officer, called Foodgrains Purchasing Officer, who will 
work under the guidance and control of the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies. 

The honourable members will notice that the object of the scheme is to 
collect as much grain as we can from our buying areas at reasonable prices 
by preventing speculators and other large scale buyers from operating in 
these areas. Many honourable members have wanted to know how these 
buying areas were selected, and have enquired if any statistics of the pro- 
duction of grain in these areas and their requirements were studied. I would 
only say that our buying areas are those districts of the province from 
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where, for many years past including the current year, our traders have 
been accustomed to shifting grain to other places, and from where, I make 
bold to say, rice merchants and dealers would have purchased and shifted 
rice even in the current year, if they were free to do so. For instance, there 
is no reason to believe that the export trade in grain would have ceased to 
flow from the districts of Bakarganj, 24-Parganas, Burdwan or Birbhum 
if only Government had set back and not embarked on their purchasing 
policy. It was, therefore, useless to enter into a statistical investigation 
as to whether these districts were in surplus or deficit particularly as such 
an investigation could hardly yield any satisfactory results. 

Besides, there is one important consideration that I would urge upon 
the honourable members. Even if it were true that all the districts in this 
province were in deficit in the current year, what would be the policy that 
they would advocate? Must we sit tight and do nothing to mobilise our 
available resources? Assuming that there was an all-round shortage, must 
we not spread this shortage most equitably all over the province? I would 
beg of my honourable friends to look at this question from this point of 
view. From this standpoint, our scheme of purchase is nothing but a 
technique of distributing the existing rice resources of this province in the 
most equitable manner. How far this technique will succeed will depend 
on the efficiency of our purchasing organisation and the ability of our Food- 
grains Purchasing Officer. 

I am free to admit that I am talking on a highly controversial subject 
when I refer to the agency system for the purchase of rice and paddy. But 
I would only say this. The department had been closely watching the 
operations of this system, and it was only when its inadequacy had been 
demonstrated that a change in policy was decided upon. I acknowledge that 
this was the only possible system to employ until Government itself was in 
a position to operate commercially itself, and the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the two systems had been carefully weighed by the department. It 
has been decided that the system will now be changed and the Government 
Purchasing Officer will buy direct from the trade and not merely from the 
agents. But onh those traders who are prepared to collect and sell rice 
or paddy to Government at reasonable prices will be permitted to move their 
purchases out of the buying districts. We expect that this system will 
give facility to the cultivator in providing a large number of centres at 
which he can sell; but we do not intend that it -would give facility to the 
speculator by allowing anyone to rush into the market and buy in the hope 
of high profits. Under this system all reputable dealers who can deliver 
the goods and deliver them at the right price will have a chance. In taking 
this action it is our desire to assist the restoration of the business of reliable 
traders, but we have no intention of placing ourselves in the hands of specu- 
lators; I repeat the warning that the embargoes will be retained to prevent 
the movement of speculative purchases. By this means also we hope to 
obtain the co-operation of the genuine trader in giving us information of 
deliberate attempts to obstruct or to hoard. 
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Before I pass on to the next item of our purchase policy, I would say a 
•word about a criticism that has been levelled against the buying methods 
of our Food-grains Purchasing Officer. It i^ true that, at the initial stages 
of his purchases, this official made purchases of rice in Calcutta from 
merchants who were not our agents, at prices which were higher than the 
parity of the prices in the districts at which we instructed our agents to 
buy. But this confusion arose primarily over different estimates of the 
quality of the grains purchased. Besides, it should be remembered that 
the purchases made by our Purchasing Officer were all F.O.R. Calcutta, 
and exclusive of all agency charges that we would have had to pay if we 
bought these quantities through our agents. Now that we have decided 
to abolish the agency system, all these arguments are more or less of an 
academic interest. For, our Food-grains Purchasing Officer will now buy 
from the trade at the best possible price and not at any price laid down by 
us in advance. 

Several honourable members have referred to the needs of deficit areas. 
It is our ultimate object to supply the deficit areas out of our own purchases, 
but till we are in a position to do so, permits for the import of rice and 
paddy will be issued in favour of the approved dealers and merchants by 
the Magistrates of importing districts. I propose to issue necessary orders 
on the Directorate of Civil Supplies immediately. 

I have already said that the success of our method can be judged only 
in the light of experience. If this method does not work, we may be 
compelled to oust all private trade and to acquire for ourselves a monopoly 
for the purchase of the entire marketable surplus of grain in this province. 
That is a tremendous responsibility to shoulder. As yet we have neither 
the organisation nor the financial resources to take this extreme step, but 
if circumstances compel us to take it, we shall not flinch from this course. 


Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : Sir, it was not my intention to take part 
in the debate but conditions in this province, and particularly in Calcutta, 
have so rapidly deteriorated since the commencement of the present session 
and even of this debate that I feel I shall be failing in my duty to my 
constituency and to the House if I do not make my humble contribution to 
it. I shall confine myself to the rice situation now prevailing in Bengal. 

Sir, after the bombings, life in our city was dislocated. There was not 
only a flight of labour but also of a large number of civilians. Restaurants, 
eating shops and modi shops closed down everywhere, thus presenting a 
serious problem for those who remained behind. The Director of Civil 
Supplies, whose sincerity and capability are unquestionable, lost no time 
in convening several conferences of almost every branch of the foodstuff 
trade at which many decisions were taken. Plans and schemes were for- 
mulated and assurances were given that they would be put into operation 
without the least delay. It is regretttable that these assurances, for reasons 
best known to the Government, were not implemented. A Food-grains 
Purchasing Officer was appointed to attend to this aspect of the problem. 
He was to render every assistance necessary to the duly appointed agents of 
Government to enable them to purchase rice and paddy at or under the 
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maximum prices fixed by the Government. From the very beginning, 
however, such assistance was not available to the promised degree. Agents 
complained that other interests were purchasing rice and paddy in their 
zones at above the control rates of Government. Not long after, to the 
surprise of many, the Food-grains Purchasing Officer was actually reported 
to be buying rice at above the control prices. Government cannot deceive 
the people all the time by issuing periodical statements that the rise in prioe 
was due to hoarding and profiteering and to the existence of “black 
markets,” particularly when the Purchasing Officer himself was buying 
above the maximum price. 

Another aspect of the situation is the callousness and indifference shown 
by the Council of Ministers. In this regard we have had promises of several 
descriptions and varieties from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, not one of 
which he has been able to fulfil. If his promises could have produced rice, 
our province would not have had to pass through the present crisis, at least 
so long as Mr. Fazlul Huq was connected with the Ministry. Unfortu- 
nately, his promises produce nothing — not even momentary satisfaction. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department, the Nnwab Bahadur of 
Dacca, prefers an hour in the Cinema to the Question Hour in this House. 
His knowledge of rice and other foodstuffs is confined to the dining table. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocai On 

a point of order, Sir. I heard the honourable member saying something 
like my attending the Cinema in Question Time. I would like to know if 
that is what he said. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is no point of order. You will have an oppor- 
tunity to reply to it. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Can we expect a better handling of the 
situation, which is growing more and more acute every day, from a person 
who cannot appreciate or evaluate the conditions prevailing in the province 
today ? 

Sir, the matter is far too serious. No time can be wasted as the problem 
does not brook delay. With an increasing department and a diminishing 
supply to handle, I do not know what the Hon’ble Minister proposes to do 
to get us out of our not insuperable difficulty. He may perhaps fully follow 
in the footsteps of his colleagues, wash his hands of the problem and leave 
it to the much maligned and unfortunate permanent officials who alone 
take the odium for the mistakes while the Ministers try to gather with both 
their hands the little credit that comes. 

Today, in Calcutta, coarse rice is selling at Rs. 19-8 per maund and 
a very small quantity at that as against the control rate of Rs. 8-12 a 
maund plus annas 12 — charges for bringing down the rice to Calcutta. 
Patnai rice is being sold at Rs. 21 per maund as against the controlled 
price of Rs. 11-8 per maund plus annas 12 per maund for transport and 
other charges. In other words, rice is being sold at almost Rs. 10 a 
maund above the control prices. Today’s prices, no one can deny, are 
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prohibitive and the House will be surprised to learn that even at these 
prices the quantity that is available in Calcutta is very small. Tollygunge 
has 60 mills; 56 of these mills are idle for want of paddy. The position 
has grown so acute that for every transaction of 200 to 300 bags of rice, 
the market shoots up by Ee. 1 per maund. What is more distressing is 
the fact that there does not seem any prospect of a decline in the immediate 
or near future. In the last three or four weeks prices have advanced by 
Bs. 7 to Es. 8 per maund. The effect has been to encourage the holding 
back of the surplus rice and paddy even by cultivators. No one can deny 
that the price level in Calcutta reacts on the price level in the province. 
If the price of rice moves up in Calcutta the price of rice in the districts 
moves up in sympathy. When prices in Calcutta decline, prices in the 
districts record a similar reaction. Our effort, therefore, has immediately 
to be to bring about a state of affairs which will give us plenty of rice in 
Calcutta at a reasonable price so that the undue rise in the districts may 
also be checked forthwith. As the time at my disposal is short I cannot 
give more of it to criticism. So I shall submit a few suggestions for 
stabilising the position and for improving the situation in Calcutta and in 
the province. My suggestions are — 

First, that restrictions imposed on the movement of rice in the districts 
of Bengal should be removed and Government, having failed to stabilise 
the food situation, should abdicate control allowing the normal trading 
machinery to function with demand, supply and competition coming into 
free play. 

Secondly, rice must be brought into Calcutta and the surrounding 
industrial areas without delay from more fortunate provinces. In 
Sambalpur (Orissa) the price of coarse rice today is Es. 8-8 a maund and 
fine rice is available at Es. 10 per maund. Freight and other charges for 
bringing the rice to Calcutta are Ee. 1 per maund. In the Central 
Provinces, Nagpur, Gondia, etc., the price of medium rice is Es. 9 per 
maund and fine rice Es. 10 per maund, freight and other charges being 
Re. 1-8 to Ee. 1-12 per maund. In Assam, which has had a surplus crop 
this year, medium rice is being sold at about Es. 12 per maund. The cost 
of bringing down this rice is not more than Ee. 1 per maund. Compare 
these prices with those ruling in Calcutta and even in the districts of 
Bengal today, and you will realise, Sir, the wide gulf that exists between 
the two. By importing large quantities of rice into Calcutta and stocking 
it, the influence on the existing conditions will be two-fold — 

(1) the cultivators and petty holders will not continue to cling to the 

bulk of their holdings and will sell out to take maximum 
advantage of the high prices before the large imports from 
other provinces result in a sharp lowering of the price level; 

(2) from Bengal itself more rice will come to the Calcutta market and 

will be sold at more reasonable rates than the consumer is called 
upon to pay today. 
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Thirdly, control on wholesale prices should be straightaway scrapped, 
but Government should control and regulate the retail prices by manipula- 
tion. This step in the tackling of the Indian wheat situation yielded good 
results. Prices at first moved up on the removal of the maximum rate, 
but it did not take long for the position to stabilise and the prices then 
declined. A similar effect may be produced on rice in Bengal. The 
experiment is worth the trial. 

Fourthly, Government should speedily move with strength and deter- 
mination in the matter of importing wheat from abroad. We read in 
Government of India war front advertisements that ships are ploughing 
their way to India carrying cargoes of wheat and food to feed our millions. 
These ships are either not leaving their ports or are being lost by enemy 
action or are being directed to undisclosed ports other than Indian. What 
we want is wheat and not empty talk. Sir, you will be interested to learn 
that the ships that come into Indian ports actually take away with them 
between two to six months’ provisions for their crews. Why cannot 
arrangements be made for them in other more fortunate countries? 

The Nawab Bahadur of Dacca was pleased to state in the other place as 
recently as yesterday that there had been no export of rice from Bengal 
since August, 1942. He is either misinformed or is deliberately misinform- 
ing members of the Legislature or is under the impression that the Island 
of Mauritius is situated in the Sundarbans; or that he wants us to believe 
that rice purchased for export to Mauritius in October, 1942, and actually 
shipped in December, 1942, was exported in August, 1942. We, on this 
side of the House, have protested in vain against responsible Ministers 
making irresponsible and incorrect statements. 

Fifthly, it must be admitted without further discussion and loss of time 
that the rice crop of Bengal has fallen short of the normal by at least 30 
per cent. The Government of Bengal have, after all, been compelled to 
admit the shortage to be 25 per cent, while the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan puts it down to a much higher figure. 

Admitting that we are short of food-grains in the province, steps should 
be taken to put into force a well-balanced scheme of rationing food-stuff's 
to begin with in Calcutta and the industrial areas around it. There is no 
escape from rationing. The sooner it comes into being the better will it be 
for us all. The acute food shortage was known to children in the street 
by the end of December. It was apprehended, and here Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee will bear me out, that the statement I am making is correct, by 
those in the rice trade as early as November. Government however closed 
their eyes and the Hon’ble Ministers busied themselves with other less 
strenuous occupations. This is what is meant by the phrase — “Nero 
fiddles while Rome burns.” 

I shall finish in a minute, Sir. In order to bring to you how badly 
the Government have ruined the interests of the province may I just say 
that instead of putting greater force into the “Grow More Food” Campaign 
our Ministers in their great wisdom have decided that the acreage under 
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jute for 1943 should be eight annas of 1940. This acreage was unwarranted. 
Government have thus wantonly attempted to reduce the growing of paddy 
and other food-grains in the province. They have committed what is 
almost a crime in the eyes of the people who cannot get their daily food 
even at the current high prices. I hope even at this late hour they will 
take the matter up seriously beyond their ministerial chambers and do 
something sensible to avert a catastrophe which is at the very gate of 
Writers’ Buildings. Sir, if my words carry no fear to those Ministers of 
ours, do not the looting of hats, grain carts, shops and dacoities make them 
realise the chances of food riots on a wider scale? These may be suppressed 
by the force of the Government and bullets, but it will be admitted that a 
hungry man will do anything to feed himself and his family, and it will 
not be wrong when I say that in the forcible suppression of these riots the 
morals of the cause will be in favour of the rioter and not a Government 
which has neglected him criminally. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, the time at my disposal is very short and,, 
therefore, I wish only to touch upon a few main problems regarding control 
in this House today. The problem of food has assumed such proportions 
that in spite of all efforts of Government, the control has miserably failed. 
The more the control the worse has become the situation. And the situation 
is now intolerable and desperate. Sir, if we had taken the question of food 
supply for the whole of India as one, this situation would have never 
arisen. A responsible member of the Government of India has said that 
so far as India is concerned, the shortage is only 4 per cent. So far as 
export is concerned, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker has stated that the food 
shortage is not due to export. He said that the average annual exports of 
food-grains from India from the beginning of the war till the end of 
November, 1942, including military as well as civilian consignments are 
appreciably less than the average annual export for the years immediately 
preceding the war which amounted to 1 or 2 per cent, of the food-grains 
production of the country. Therefore, the export question is not at all an 
important question. So far as supply is concerned the shortage, if you take 
the whole of India, is not more than 4 per cent, or 5 per cent. Sir Sirdar 
Jogendra Singh has stated that the total acreage under rice and millet was. 
increased from 73 million acres to 79*6 million acres as a result of the 
“Grow More Food” Campaign. An increase of G million acres under rice 
and millet which was stated to be the goal has been achieved. 

Now, so far as the supply problem is concerned, if the Government of 
India thinks that the country taken as a whole is quite sufficient to maintain 
its population, there is no reason why there should have been so many 
barriers in the way of a proper distribution of food throughout the whole 
country. It is maldistribution, Sir, which is responsible for the high price 
of rice in Calcutta, rising to Rs. 20 per maund when the price of rice in 
Bihar, as stated by Mr. Ispabani, is Rs. 8 per maund. We are under a 
system, as it appears, under which India is like the Continent of Europe where 
Germany has put up barriers against France, France has put up barriers 
against another country, and so on. That is the simple reason why we are 
flow suffering from shortage. 
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The next question is that whenever Government has introduced control 
it has not yielded in diminution of prices, but has resulted in an increase 
of price. As an instance I can cite that there was no dearth of sugar in 
this country. It was the control of sugar which was responsible for the 
scarcity which we face in this country. I can give you one index of figures 
from which it will be clear that it is the control which is responsible and 
not anything else from which we are suffering. The index price of sugar 
in December 1941 was 150, in January 1942 it was 144, in February 1942 
it was 146, in April 1942 it was 157, and then came the control and the 
black market and the rate was 166 in May which went up to 190 in June 
and 192 in July. This is the direct result of control because there was no 
scarcity of sugar in India. Mills were producing enough sugar in order 
to provide the whole country with sugar. As a matter of fact, the transport 
requirement for sugar was very negligible. One hundred and forty wagons 
per day would have been quite sufficient to supply the whole of India, but 
then came the control and with it came the suffering. The question is why 
people are hankering after control, and control, and control. The reason 
is obvious. Today the Government is anxious to get recruits. The Govern- 
ment is anxious to get its labour supply, and therefore the conditions which 
are prevailing outside this circle are put so high that people are induced to 
be industrial labourers or to be in the war services : otherwise there is no 
other way for these people to maintain themselves. Government officials are 
eager for control because in their whole lives they have not found a better 
opportunity for making money than the times under control. The merchants 
are not averse to control because they were satisfied with a profit of 4 annas 
per maund before control, and under the system of control they are getting 
a profit of 5 to 7 rupees per maund. The consumers are the only sufferers, 
but unfortunately they are under the delusion that whenever there is a rise 
in price there must be control. The popular belief is that if there is 
control there is a solution of the problem; and the Government, the mill- 
owners, the Government servants and those who count are always under 
this belief, that control is the only thing which is possible. I say with all 
the emphasis that I can command that so long as the whole of India is not 
treated as one country and bo long as these districts and inter-provincial 
barriers are not removed, whatever system you may inaugurate it is bound 
to fail. You cannot by any stretch of imagination have an impartial, just, 
honest officialdom because of the opportunities before them. Suppose a man. 
is getting Rs. 50 per month; if he can get an opportunity of earning 
Re. 5,000 per month, no ordinary human being is there who can resist the 
temptation. That is the problem. It must be tackled from this angle of 
vision. So far as the problem of Bengal is concerned, if there is a deficit 
of 25 per cent., an effort should be made in order to get the commodity 
from the adjoining provinces. I cannot understand why there should be a 
cry for control in an agricultural country like India with a deficit of 4 
per cent, with export not to be counted and everything all right. 

I have no more time to dwell on the subject save and except in a general 
manner, but I do believe that the more people understand the problems of 



24 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[10th Ma*., 


this country and the more they do not compare them with those of Russia 
and Germany which have got their own National Governments, their 
national questions, where conditions are quite different from what are 
prevailing in this country, and the more people know what is to be done in 
this country the better for the future. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after the few brilliant 
speeches delivered this afternoon, especially the one delivered by my 
esteemed friend Mr. Ispahani, I feel a little ill at ease because I am 
diffident enough as to whether I can contribute anything new or original 
to the suggestions that have been made by Mr. Ispahani. I deeply appre- 
ciate the statement made by Mr. Ispahani this afternoon, because there is 
nothing wrong, nothing incorrect in the statement he has made. For 
days together we have had reports from various quarters in the mofussil 
areas that people are dying of starvation, that prices have gone up higher 
and higher till at last they have reached a stage which is beyond any 
control. From my own constituency in Murshidabad, in Jalangi police- 
station, in Sadar subdivision, I received a report only a few days ago that 
a man, goaded on to uncontrollable desperation, committed suicide by 
hanging himself on the tree. This is really a desperate situation. I have 
had reports from other sources also that some people had taken poison and 
committed suicide. This is the state of things that presents itself before 
us. Sir, no bungling, no evasive reply from any quarters will convince us. 
At least on this question all sections of the House are agreed that no political 
controversies should be raised. This is a problem which affects the vital 
interests of the millions of people who are knocking about the streets for a 
morsel of food at this critical juncture. True, various factors, various 
predisposing conditions have brought about this situation, but yet sufficient 
control, efficient control, effective and honest control might h£ve improved 
the situation to a great extent. 

Sir, I will quote certain figures which will show that prices in Calcutta 
from the week ending 2nd January have gone up as high as from Rs. 12-8 
to Rs. 15 on the 27th February. It is Rs. 20 to Rs. 24 toda/. In Bolpur 
for the week ending 2nd January it was Rs. 14-8; on the 27th February it 
was Rs. 15. In Lalbagh it was Rs. 11-12; on the 27th February it was 
Rs. 13-5. In Kandi subdivision it was Rs. 8-12 and on the 27th February 
it was Rs. 12-10. That shows which way the wind is blowing. The 
situation is so grave, so serious, so desperate that it is time that all sections 
of the House should sit together and evolve a scheme which will try to save 
the situation and ease the difficulties that confront us at the present 
moment. 

Sir, the causes that have contributed are said to be the shortage of food 
crops in this province, transport difficulties, denial policy introduced by the 
Government in April, 1942, and various other things due to the political 
unrest that caused dislocation in communications in Bihar and other 
provinces of India. But as Mr. Ispahani has pointed out — he has anti- 
cipated me — and I have also definite reports and I think the reports are 
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correct — that even now the purchasing officers are allowed to purchase any 
quantities of rice at prices much higher than the controlled prices. That 
has defeated the agency system; it is not that the agency system has failed; 
it is because the agency system has not been given a fair trial; it is because 
these people have not been allowed to have that experiment in the proper 
sphere. That is the thing that has troubled us most. 

I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department to 
look into the matter very seriously, to consider this problem very carefully. 
Has he ascertained the real stock that is under control at the present 
moment? Has he ever cared to realise the gravity of the situation? Has 
he tried to understand the real problem in all irs implications, in all its 
significance? Bengal is a deficit province. Burma rice has been stopped, 
but I have had information and reports from various quarters that rice in 
any quantity had been surreptitiously exported from this country. Even 
now it is being exported. I have had information from Burdwan and 
Birbhum that rice has been purchased in any quantity. It has either been 
forced down to the black markets, hoarded or sent out. of the country. 

Sir, supposing, as Mr. Ispahani has suggested, we are to import 
sufficient quantities of rice from other provinces and countries, but at the 
same time we are not sure of the grounds, we are not sure as to whether any 
quantities of rice would be exported out of this country, how are we going 
to adjust the conflicting interests of the various sections of people? True, 
the military considerations and industrial demands must be satisfied, but 
they must not be satisfied at the cost of the civil population. The civil 
population too have got to be maintained; they have got to be fed; the 
country cannot be bled white. *We must satisfy the demands of the civil 
population. They are dying; they are bleeding; they are suffering; they 
are collapsing; they are starving. I would like to have a straight answer 
this evening from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department whether 
he has allowed the Civil Directorate Department not to direct the energies 
in the proper direction. Their control has not controlled the vagaries of 
the department; control has not controlled the shady, filthy transactions 
behind the scene; control has not controlled everything. 

It has been suggested by Mr. Jalan that de-control will save the 
situation. I do not believe in that. Unless the commodities are sufficient 
to cope with the demand, there is no meaning in this free-flow of commo- 
dities. If there is insufficient blood in the system, there is no meaning in 
circulation. Therefore, the commodities must he sufficient. There must 
be adjustment of the debit and credit side of supply and demand; other- 
wise, there is no meaning in this free-flow. A proper control, efficient 
control, effective control, honest control at this critical juncture in the life 
history of the nation will save the situation. That is the problem that faces 
us at the present moment. It is a grave situation and I will appeal to the 
members of the Opposition with folded hands, with eyes full of tears and 
in all humility — that at least on this question we all agree that the people 
of this country have got to be saved — to save the people from the dire 
calamity. I would not take much time of the House this afternoon because 
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suggestions have come already from various quarters, from quarters more 
conversant with the problem and more experienced in the matter, because 
they know trade secrets much more than a layman like myself. . 

I have got certain suggestions of my own and with your permission, Sir, 

I will read out those suggestions to the members for their consideration. 
In order to improve the situation important steps have to be adopted at once 
to avoid dire calamity — 

(1) First of all export of rice and paddy from Bengal should be 
prohibited. 

(2) Government should arrange for the import of paddy crops from 
outside the province. 

(3) Government, should purchase, if necessary, to meet the requirements 
of the deficit areas. 

(4) All prohibitory orders against movement of rice and paddy from one 
district to another should be withdrawn, thus restoring the normal channels 
of supply. 

(5) The existing stock of paddy and rice throughout the province should 
be ascertained on a certain date to be appointed in that behalf by the 
Government. For that purpose every family in every union and muni- 
cipality shall be required to submit a statement of stock in his own hand 
and under his control on a particular date. Any false statement or state- 
ments shall be penalised. 

(G) A system should be introduced whereby licensed Government agents 
will be alone entitled to buy such quantities at such prices and in such 
areas as may be provided in the licence, ancl in the matter of issuing such 
licences, co-operative societies may be preferred. 

(7) Paddy and rice shall be purchased and sold on fixed prices, such 
prices varying in different areas and subject to revision under changed 
circumstances. 

(8) Licensed traders shall be required to submit periodical returns of 
the stocks purchased and sold by them to the local authorities and these 
stocks and accounts shall be subject to inspection. In fixing the price, 
Government should take into account the cost of transport and reasonable 
profit. 

(9) Control price shall be enforced by legislation providing for penalty 
in cases of transactions at rates higher than controlled prices. 

(10) There shall be Advisory Boards, (a) Central Board consisting of 
experts, representatives of the Legislature and the public; (6) District 
Advisory Board composed of M.L.A.’s and M.L.C.’s, representatives of 
District Boards and Municipalities; ( c ) Subdivisional Advisoiy Board 
composed of local M.L.A.’s and M.L.C.'s and representatives of Union 
Boards. The District Magistrate, the District Supply Officer and the 
Subdivisional .Magistrate and the Subdivisional Supply Officer shall be 
ex-vfficio members of the District Advisory Board and the Subdivisional 
Advisory Board respectively. 



1943 .] 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


27 


These boards shall be empowered to regulate the working of the scheme. 
Priority in the matter of purchase shall be determined by the Trades 
Tribunal and not by any individual officer or officers concerned, in accord- 
ance with the principles laid down in consultation with the Central 
Advisory Board. 

One word more, Sir, and I have done. I do not like to trouble the 
House any further. I will appeal to all sections of the House that all 
controversies must be hushed, all personal jealousies must sink, all mutual 
recriminations must be thrown into the background. The problem that 
faces us today is the gravest of all and much more serious than the problem 
that confronted us at Midnapore. Sir, we can understand the ravages of 
Nature, we can understand the visitation of calamity over which we have 
no control. These are the ravages created by foroes over which we have got 
no control. But let us control the prices, let us have control over the 
supply of commodities, let us have control over distribution, let us have 
control over prices and let us have control over everything that is 
controllable, so that the crisis of the nation can be saved. (Applause.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a previous occasion 
I spoke on a comprehensive amendment moved by myself on the main 
motion. Today, Sir, I propose to speak on the motion itself and I crave 
the indulgence of the House to give me a few minutes’ patient hearing. 
Sir, it is difficult to speak on the present situation 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: On a point of order Sir. Has not the honourable 
member already spoken on this debate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, he spoke once, but after that came the statement 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge and I thought that he should be given a 
chance because he always entertains us with new points. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I submit with all humility that I 
do not want any charity either from the European Party or any party. I 
am entirely within the rules and rights of a member. If you will kindly 
look up the rules, you will see that a member can speak on a motion once, 
but on two motions twice. We have before the House three motions and 
I have spoken only once. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order, Dr. Sanyal, I have already given you a 
chance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But you should not be apologetic to 
the European Party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am apologetic to none. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: On a point of order, Sir. Is it in order that the 
Speaker should say that an honourable member entertains the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are sometimes entertained. I do not think there 
is anything wrong in the word '‘entertain”. 
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Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, may I submit to you that 
really the word ‘'entertain” here is rather an insinuation? I would request 
you as the Speaker of the House not to use that word to any member of 
this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER S Mr. Roy, as I said the other day it is English language 
and it is very difficult for me to realise the full import of the word 
“entertain”. I have not used the word “entertain” with any motive or 
any insinuation. Therefore that question does not arise, but I will look up 
dictionary and if I see that it implies any insinuation, I will never use that 
expression again. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: If the expression 
“entertain” is used in this House, entertainment tax may be imposed upon 
us some day. (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I shall entertain the House today with 
a series of figures that I have collected with considerable pain regarding 
changes in the price of rice throughout Bengal lor the last few weeks 
beginning from the second week of January, 1943. These figures over the 
whole range of the province indicate that there are certain well-defined 
week-ends after which the price showed distinct signs of sudden rise. On 
the second week in my list of figures, I mean on the week ending 2nd 
January the price of medium rice in Canning town was Rs. 12-8. It 
continued near about the same till about the 13th February, and thereafter 
it jumped to Rs. 14 on the 20th February; it went up to Rs. 15 on the 27th 
February; and, Sir, from the 1st March when it was Rs. 10-14, it rose on 
the 4th March to Rs. 17-14, on the 5th March to Rs. 18-8, on the 6th March 
to Rs. 18-14, on the 8th March to Rs. 20-14, and today the price is 
Rs. 21-8. That is at Canning near about the Calcutta market. In Basirhat 
similarly on the 2nd of January the price was Rs. 8-12; this continued right 
up to the 13th February, then it fluctuated between Rs. 8-12 and Rs. 10 
and came down to Rs. 9. From the 20th it began to rise until on the 27th 
it was Rs. 13 and gradually it went up till today it is nearly Rs. 21. At 
Burdwan which is another buying district it was Rs. 11-8 on the 13th 
February and it suddenly went up to Rs. 13-8 on the 27th February and 
then went up to Rs. 15-8 on the 8th and today it is about Rs. 16. In 
Birbhum similarly there has been a rise from Rs. 11-8 on or about the 9th 
January to Rs. 12-8 on the 27th February — by the way, I may tell you 
that on the 13th February it was only Rs. 11 — then from the 1st March 
onwards there has been a steady rise from Rs. 11-4 to Rs. 14 on the 8th 
and today it is Rs. 14-8 to Rs. 15. 

Sir, I have only quoted the prices at a few* selected centres from the 
purchasing districts so that the House might notice from that that there 
has been a certain well-defined period during which prices had suddenly 
risen and from this statistics I am constrained to draw the conclusion that 
there must have been some measures or some steps or some actions of 
Government which have led to these sudden jumps at stated periods. 
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Sir, on my investigation it was revealed that about the middle of 
February the Government had been discussing this new policy of scrapping 
the agency system of purchase which they decided after a considerable 
examination of the question and on or about the 18th of February when 
or immediately after we began the debate in this House Government had 
terminated the agency system by issuing letters of termination to their 
respective agents. The immediate implication of that was that the Food- 
grains Purchasing Officer 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, how many minutes you intend to give me? Will you not kindly 
make some allowance for the interruptions? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I intend to give you five minutes, and I have made 
allowance for the interruptions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submit that the present state of 
affairs is due to two main reasons: first of all, stands the system of intro- 
ducing free purchase by the Food-grains Purchasing Officer, contrary to 
the assurance given on the floor of this House that before a new policy was 
determined Government would not introduce anything of the nature 
although that was then apprehended. At that time I recorded a definite 
indignation in the House. As you will remember I said, “God will help 
Bengal if this system is substituted by another without previous examina- 
tion of its implications”. Secondly, there was a conference on the 3rd and 
4th of March and another policy was adopted, namely, that the price control 
would be withdrawn. I shall not enter — because 1 have not the time to do 
it — into the details of the various pros and cons of control and de-control. 
If there is any machinery set up I shall be in a position to explain fully 
how if the policy of de-control is adopted what economic forces would be 
set at liberty thereby. Unfortunately we are not writing on a clean slate 
today — I also mention this for the knowledge of my esteemed friend 
Mr. Jalan that we cannot now go back to the policy of de-control without 
taking a very serious risk. I submit there should be no attempt either to 
withdraw the prohibition of movements from the districts because Calcutta 
has got a very large buying power, and as soon as restrictions to movements 
from the other districts would be withdrawn there will be famine in the 
districts as Calcutta will buy up all the stocks of the districts and the 
districts will not get any foodstuff for their own purposes. The main and 
essential thing is to create public confidence. Let us know from Govern- 
ment what machinery they propose to create that confidence which is very 
much needed. 

Sir, we have already explained fully how the present Government, 
particularly the Minister in charge, has lost the confidence of all sections 
including the members of his own party, and the file must be entrusted to 
somebody more coitfpetent and who may be in a position to deliver goods 
and to revise the whole thing properly. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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( After adjournment.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDD1QI: Mr. Speaker, before I speak to the 
resolution, I wish to draw your attention to the Government trying to stop 
publication of the details of this debate in the Press of the country. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Fie, fie.) It is a breach of privilege of the 
House and I appeal to you, Sir, to see that the Press is not handicapped 
in this way. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, I hope you will take notice of this. 

Tto Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information, Sir, but 
before I am called upon to reply to the debate I shall try to find out what 
the actual position is. At present I know nothing. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it not a fact that 'Mr. B. G. Rao, 
the Press Officer, had addressed the Press inviting their attention to a note 
of December on the basis of which he says, “As the debate is going on in 
this Legislature the Press should note that nothing will be published unless 
it is previously press-censored”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you may get an answer in the course of 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister’s speech. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, the statement of the Hon’ble 
Minister was read so fast and so hurriedjy that it was difficult to catch 
him at any point whatsoever. I did not understand it, and I am doubtful 
if he himself understood what he has stated (Laughter). But, Sir, the 
points that he mentioned and which I think I understood correctly were,' 
first, that the agency system for purchasing rice had failed. All sensible 
men would have been surprised if it had been otherwise. The agent was 
asked to buy at the controlled price of “X” rupees while the Government 
Purchasing Officer bought tihe same commodity at price “X + Y”. In 
these circumstances no agent, howsoever clever he might be, could succeed. 
The second point, which the Hon’ble Minister thought he was trying to 
make, falls to the ground for the simple reason that he does not know his 
facts. Between January 26 and February 25, Government purchased about 
5J lakh maunds of rice and till to-day I do not think more than 50,000 
maunds have been actually purchased. If that is so, and deliveries are 
not going to be made, the figures he has given are meaningless. Sir, the 
apologia of the Hon’ble Minister is best exemplified by the Persian saying : 

4* ^ ^ 13 which freely translated means, “Until 

you come to me, I shall have reached kingdom come”. 

The whole speech or better still, the whole statement from top to the 
bottom is unhelpful and meaningless so far as we are concerned. Sir, the 
best condemnation of the policy followed by the Government came from 
the most unexpected quarter, that is, from the Secretary of the Govern- 
ment Progressive Coalition party. We could not have said things which 
he has said, and yet at the end of it, like the Kabuli money-lender who 
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says to Ids victim — “Turn Hamara Bhai Hay Ham Tumara Bhai hay” — 
he has asked us not to make the resolution a party question because we 
must all sympathise with the sufferings of the people. Sir, our sympathy 
began months ago. The appeal of the Secretary of the Government Party 
is part of a well laid plan. The Chief Minister tried the same game in 
another place yesterday. Not finding sufficient material to throw the blame 
on any other party or parties, they think sentimentalism will extricate 
them out of the bog into which they have fallen and are dragging Bengal 
behind them. Now, this newly acquired sympathy in the hearts of the 
Progressive Coalition group and its representatives on the Ministerial 
benches is really interesting. 

But without wasting further time, I should like to draw the attention 
of the House to the effort that is being made by the Ministers to hoodwink 
and mislead it. I shall forgive the Chief Whip of the Government because 
he had to place before the House a resolution in the drafting of which or 
even in the understanding of which he had no hand. Sir, the resolution 
is intended deliberately to deceive (Cries of “Hear, Hear” from the 
Opposition benches) the House, for this reason that it says: “This Assembly 
do take into consideration the situation in the province relating to the 
supply and distribution of food-stuffs, coal, kerosene, oil and cloth”. 
Mr. Speaker, this resolution, as annotated by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister in his Financial Statement, leads us into a channel which is 
blocked. His statement read with the resolution has upset me completely. 

In his Financial Statement he said, “ actual control of all supplies 

of imported wheat and dal; of domestic coal; of sugar; and, thanks to the 
co-operation of the Oil Companies, of kerosene”. Sir, food-stuff in the 
resolution before us does not mean rice. Food-stuff in this resolution 
means wheat and dal only. I had occasion to be present at certain 
meetings of the Committee at which responsible officers of Government 
informed us that rice was impossible to control, either at its source or in 
its price or in its distribution. The language of the resolution is indeed 
misleading. Where they mean wheat and dal they try to hoodwink the 
House by the word food-stuffs. This is not right. Responsible Ministers 
should not mislead the House in this manner. Whatever has been done so 
far relates to imported food-stuffs, that is wheat and dal only, and not 
rice. The Hon’ble Ministers have done nothing. Kerosene, sugar, oil and 
all sorts of other commodities, that are being distributed and for 
which credit is being taken, are being controlled and managed by 
importers and commercial firms. The Government has failed hopelessly 
and miserably where it has tried to do anything by itself inside the province. 
If you will consider the manner in which the Ministers wished to control, 
I shall again quote from the Financial Statement of the Hon’ble and 
Learned Chief Minister, who happens to be in control of the Finances of 
the province also. Sir, he accused the department as consisting of “raw 
untrained material” and therefore steps had to be slowed down until, on 
the miseries of the public, these men learnt the ABC of control and of 
organisation. He further told us, Sir, that due to the mischievous 
activities of speculators, profiteers and hoarders, the Government had to 



32 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[10th Mae., 


temporise. The temporisation, Sir, consists not only with speculators and 
so on but, and I make the statement with the fullest responsibility, with 
officers of the departments. Sir, there is a liaison between those who issue 
licences and give priority certificates and the merchants, very clever busi- 
ness-men, and yet we are told that it is these profiteers who create the 
black market. No, Sir, the commercial community holds its own views 
on the subject. It is prepared to serve the Government and the people but 
if it adopted governmental methods and arrangements, all would be lost. 
Rice would disappear. The liaison between the officers and the trade means 
Black Market and the misery of the public. 

The resolution asks the House to take into consideration the situation 
in the province consequent on the bungling of the supply and distribution 
of food commodities. This we are doing. But what after that? You 
will recall, Sir, a similar dodge was played with us in connection with the 
Permanent Settlement Problem. The then Ministry wanted to know what 
the House thought of the Floud Commission Report and the Departmental 
comments on it. A whole sitting was wasted but no vote was taken. What 
is worse, Sir, is that nothing has been heard of the Report for ages now. 
Where is this consideration of the present food situation going to lead us? 
We shall expect a clear and categorical answer on the point. If it is to 
end in a farce as the Floud Report was, the sooner we put a stop to such 
talks the better. 

Sir, we have further been told that the Government is going to spend 
50 lakhs of rupees to buy food-stuff. Sir, you will laugh at the scheme 
which the Government is trying to put into operation to do this. Again 
I speak with knowledge gained from Government officers. The idea is 
that Government should buy grain in certain small quantities and release 
it when prices go up. This it will try as often as it can to disturb the 
merchants and the hoarders in Calcutta to bring down prices. Sir, the 
trade knows every grain of rice, where it goes and where it is kept. The 
merchants can afford to wait until the inexperienced, raw and incompetent 
men of the department, have sold their holdings. Fifty lakhs is a flea-bite; 
there are merchants in Calcutta who can spend 50 crores. Every scheme 
prepared in this callous, in this undigested, ill-conceived and amateurish 
manner will lead to an aggravation of the trouble. It will lead ub nowhere 
for the simple reason that those at the helm of affairs do not know their 
job. A Bank Manager, who fed a few thousand evacuees from Burma, is 
going to feed 52 million people. Sir, where are we and what are we going 
to do with these gentlemen sitting on the Teasury Benches and leading us 
from day to day downwards, into misery? There is not enough rice to 
control. What is the Government going to control? How is it going to 
distribute? Every scheme suggested and every idea given is thrown to 
the wind and blown up to pieces for the reason that these gentlemen who 
talk so tall here have no policy whatsoever. They do not allow the depart- 
mental officers, who are trying to do their best to do their work. They 
interfere and poke their noses into a matter which they have neglected 
and ignored all these months. The people is face to face with starvation 
because of their indifference. 
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Sir, I could go on talking like this interminably but may I suggest 
through you to these worthy gentlemen to get rid of fear? They should 
come out boldly and courageously and decide upon Rationing. Let the 
Raja and the Praja get the limited amounts of their daily requirements; 
let the public shout and let the public protest. (Mr. Surendra Nath 
Biswas: What is your scheme?) My scheme has been given but the 
Government cannot understand it, it is incapable of understanding it. 
Dozens of schemes have been given through the Corporation, through the 
Muslim League and through others, months and months ago, but these 
Ministers were indifferent, their officers were incompetent and in the result 
public suffering grew worse and the country as a whole has been brought 
to a hapless pass. Sir, Rationing alone can meet the situation. If you 
have not got sufficient rice, if you have not got sufficient necessities of life 
for the public, reduce the quantities by half, but for goodness’ sake take 
possession of what you have. Do not depend upon Behar or United 
Provinces or other Governments to solve your problem, and in the mean- 
time, Sir, do not allow the public to starve, do not allow the public to 

curse provincial autonomy which has given the Ministers the power to 

occupy their guddies and allow the country go to the dogs. If Bombay 
could do it, these our popular Ministers could also adopt Rationing if they 
could muster a hundredth part of the courage of Bombay. If we talk of 

Rationing I am absolutely certain that the Chief Minister will tell us that 

a scheme of Rationing will require a great sum and long time of prepara- 
tion and planning. Thus between preparation and execution the agony 
goes on prolonging. 

If they mean business, let them accept expert service from the merchants 
and the trade. Let there be a clear distinction between Civil and Army 
rquirements. Let there be only one buyer and one seller and distributor. 
Merchants, shop-keepers and bankers should be conscripted into service. 
Every grain produced must be taken forcibly at reasonable prices and 
distributed among the rich and the poor equally. Rationing alone, as I 
have said, can save the situation. 

Yesterday in the other place the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the 
Minister for Commerce and Labour pathetically appealed that this question 
be not made a party question. Sir, it is not a question between a party 
and party; it is a question between the people and an incompetent Govern- 
ment. It is a question between starvation and existence. These incom- 
petent people are leading us from racket to racket. Why do they not 
get out and allow the real representatives of the people to take the 
situation in hand. That is the result of the consideration of the situation 
by the people. There can be no bhaichara or rapprochement for which 
the Secretary of the Progressive Party appeals. There can be no such 
nonsensical collaboration or brotherhood to aggravate the misery. They 
have been callous and we want to prove to the people that due to the 
incompetence of those at the helm of affairs their misery, if not stopped 
soon, must continue on an increasing scale. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Khaitan. 



u SPECIAL MOTION. [10th Mae., 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. May we now request the Chief Minister 
to make a statement P 

(Babu Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have called upon Mr. Khaitan. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. We would like 
to know in advance how long you propose to sit so that we may know 
whether we will have an opportunity of hearing the Chief Minister in full 
or we will have some opportunity of voting thereafter or before that; 
otherwise we will have to find out whether we will have a motion for 
closure of the debate. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I also support Dr. Sanyal on behalf of 
the members of this bloc. As you know, Sir, this debate has been continuing 
for four days and it was definitely said that it would be brought to a 
close today. My appeal to you, Sir, is that you should control the debate 
in such a mariner that a decision may be taken at an early hour. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: On a point of privilege, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of privilege? 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: We from the Labour Group have been trying to 
catch your eye for a long time but it seems to me that you are passing 
from one commerce member to another ignoring the two solitary members 
■on this side. In view of the importance of the labour and industrial 
workers in regard to this problem of food we want to have a chance to put 
forward our point of view. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Aftab Ali, you will have your time but I would 
request you all not to take away the little time at our disposal in this way. 
I will give you some time. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: The views of high business and high commerce are 
tjeing put forward and the trend of the speeches leads us nowhere. They 
talk of control, of prices but we consumers 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Aftab Ali, perhaps it is a sort of criticism of the 
way in which I have called upon the members to speak. That is highly 
objectionable. You cannot do that. I have told you that I will give you 
acme time. I know you represent some labour constituency, but you are 
only two members sitting there, and when I was approached I promised 
that I will give you some time. You need not be in a hurry. I am not 
depriving you of your right. 

Mr. Khaitan. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : On a point of privilege, 

Sir, cn ($& 'swifts ^ rct* 

i ft: Prftpfhr *rt*fai* FiwfciSt c?, 

fir* pfr v rfr w tartrar 2T5V7TT ^7^ I faPSK ifl'Stzi lAllill/ 2T iKl VfaBI / 'A ^ V&mft t jf « i o 
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*trtr* ^ *Frt* <7i$ *fa*ftt* *ff *n rortg i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Chakrabarty, the order is entirely in my hand. 
I can call upon you, I can call upon anybody else. If my Secretary 
informed you it was according to the desire of your Whip, I mean the 
Chief Whip of the Ministerial party, but subsequently that has been 
changed and I was informed that that was not the desire. Therefore I had 
to call upon Mr. Khaitan. 

Mr. Khaitan. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN ! Mr. Speaker, Sir, the matter that is 
being discussed by the House today is much too serious either for rhetoric 
or for party politics. The people of Bengal are almost starving either 
for want of food or because food is too costly to buy and the matters that 
we are discussing today are to find out who is to blame and what procedure 
should be adopted in future, so that the grievances of the people may be 
removed. For this purpose, it is necessary to go partly into the history 
of the question in order that we may remove the defects and adopt sug- 
gestions and remedies which would bring relief to the people at large. 

Sir, black markets have been complained against; profiteers have been 
complained against. But let us analyse and find out what has given rise 
to the creation of the black markets. From the very beginning, it has 
been my humble endeavour to draw the attention of the authorities to the 
fact as regards food supply in this province. It is more a question of 
supply rather than control of prices, but prices were controlled in a manner 
to give rise not only to black markets but to corruption from top to bottom 
in various cases. (Cries of “Hear, hear’” from Muslim League Opposition 
benches.) I know of one official, Sir, about whose corruption there was 
not the slightest doubt, whose powers were taken away and subsequently 
his powers have been restored again. That gentleman has been practising 
corruption much more than he previously did. If this is the way in which 
control is going to be exercised, if the administration of control is going 
to be exercised by amateurs or by corrupt people, control can never succeed. 
If a Bank Manager and an evacuee from Burma can manage these affairs, 
surely the grievances of the people would increase rather than be reduced. 
The attention of the Hon’ble Minister was drawn by the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce against the appointment of the Bank Manager before he was 
appointed. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister was pleased even to give a 
complete assurance to the President of the Indian Chamber of Commerce 
that it* is only a suitable and competent person that would be appointed 
and that an Indian would be appointed, but that assurance came to nothing. 
(A voice: As usual!) In fact, Sir, the whole department is being 
managed,, as I have already said, either by amateurs or by corrupt people. 
This iB what was happening from the very beginning. It is really a 
question of supply. 

Now, let us see in what manner control has been exercised from the 
beginning. It has not been to increase supply, but it has been to atop 
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supply. I am aware that very large stocks of wheat and sugar were lying 
in the Calcutta godowns and merchants were not allowed to bring out 
those goods and sell them. Wheat and sugar were not allowed to be 
imported to Calcutta for more than a month simply because some control 
system was being devised and was likely to be put into operation. Sir, 

I submit that if there is to be a remedy for this difficult matter it is in 
free trade movement of goods, because a commercial genius knows from 
where to get goods, what quality to get and through what routes to get. 
What has happened is that these trade channels have been put a stop to, 
and what is more (although Mr. Aftab Ali was shouting to enable him to 
voice the grievances of the labourers) I am myself an employer and I want 
to see that my workers are satisfied, but from the very beginning I have 
been asking Government officials to see that the requirements of the civil 
population are not brushed aside and too much attention is not paid to 
industrial workers. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Jogendranatli Mandal. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Mr Speaker, Sir, as you did not give me an 
opportunity I prefer to withdraw from the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are quite at liberty to do so. 

(Thereupon Mr. Aftab Ali withdrew from the House.) 

Mr. JOGENDRANATH MONDAL : srRffr "’fiTO *i rft^— TO 

vwt *tT^3TO c*r 7 f i * 3 PTTfa ^fvkk *r^t- 

to w ^ i 

i srffa ct frotfira, c* itfro 

TSK SFTO ^ TOTTO1 4? C*F5 (TfPf-TOF to^ CTO 

^fro 4i c4OTi*t >rf^i fro to - c*f? cltfro, 'TO 

TOnn v'qto 5*t3R stviot to 

cw < n <?$ ffer^Tt to^ f%f froR 4TO $w\ TOfa i c 7 ^ cltfro 
4*' Gift* TOT 4^‘ 4? cycffif JTfsrm I 4$ 

<zr*Tfr c^rtOTi ott ctot? ^=rtw i croft 

* tJfVftl =Tfo 4 R CVs’ Hlc-d *Tf? I c4T*f TFPII-^tftVT | 

t ot f e ra cror, fTOft cror, Fft*#ft ctot, TTRfTO fro? stvfti i 
^ ^fcfti frro, Tki? 4T* tITOt 'srf? TO fcf TOT-ftTO 

TO I TO TOT TO ; 4TO3 TOOT TO? f%f TO-5t$T I TO 
Tfl V?C5? TOftS TO faj ’TOlT T1 I TOTO C^^fa f% TOT! 

tsfti ^tfror3 «r ft? PtTOtj i "*ftTO TfreT, toto ttoc? TO <?it fmft 
ftcw TOu© st? i 



SPECIAL MOTION. 


37 


194 $'] 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN : On a point of order, Sir, The honourable 
member is speaking of us as “ft? sr” I 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is no point of order. 

Mr. JOGENDRANATH MONDAL : TOf? Rfrotft TO? ®R I TOfatTO 

f? toti stc? o\ ?«ri i ^ TOfaTOr 

TOf? i ofz*\ c=rt ? r '3 ?*Ttvft 3 ?i to c? fit? 

?f? ?Ml t?C c fcr 'Q 'tffTOft^ I TOf? TO ?ftf C? Rt^lfif «R- 

?MTO<r TOn q1%f?ft fv-'ifc? 4TO >T2ffe ^rsicTO's qTO's? ?#tt 4 ?; 

?tfinr v^«r ?K?t? ^pn-wfit? T4tTO ??i — ot 4 ?# cto^s TOtvtro *f%$ 

?i v? i ^o<t3i c fc? firfirsiw wf? ?froi toot *tf%f>r ^ cqtqt? to 
4 ?* \stvi TOf? ws's to ?f? ?n totoi to? >reT*t? qrol v^n coft 

fero ?finrt%rt? *ro? ton f? (pledge) fro to?i to?^ 

c$ar f? c? ?fi?s?tc? wf ? ?ftm ufro i tottoti 4$ 

fcrfiRW c? totoi ostTO? TO, £tot, TO?-?fetTO to ?m # ^faro c^fattro 
^Cfroi-^cTO (3§i ?fro i c^rrcro ?ft? n sfro i TO 'Rtf? ?f%ro 

Fft TOHTOT ?TOtY 4?^ ^TT-fTOStf ?fs?^ ?^? RTJVvj oH* 

vjtVtCTO >f'-n? C5§1 ?TVf"^5t? *tTOf>n3 V$?tC5 I 4TOT TO*f FRfCH? C R tero $R7 
4?; §<rTOrv??tft >iW?r ^3 crowHTt c^m:?? srt ^ wr< vg 

i w ?ytsr? ^ ?r?>itft q1?fortfa to 4?«fi j)^t irtf? ?ftr? 
*rer c v K? towm to srtvfcro wf ?TO 4 ? v ° fcif 5 ? 

TOFT^t cto - f^p3? TO^rft *frr$ >itot$ ^-wratv $ ?*n-ftra 6 f cror 

TOTOstc? *ri¥ffarffa; to i tost to?i RKRt? c?trro qt«f fro f&ftrfirf? i 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time iB up. 

Mr. JOGENDRANATH MONDAL : rf^r’FC^ C*f^ 5 Ff?( 73 f| I ■arffir 

'=hM*<Ic.*t< <?l'.5 ^ifC* | ^PW.^i ^ *f I (,»pIm <? G*TT ^(tSf iTt^* I 

, «T^pT!:^ wrw >w«(Pt ^prtm ?r^ i *; s fWT-wn rrcv, 73 - 
’PPTTl’g 'Jd%*Pr ^pfS^r v^m crsfi fortre 1 =ft^r 1 <m 

f%^ ^t?r ^c3^f ^Nfi 4w*f *(iR , c ff i af‘ rtw ' a (C‘i*r'c^ 1 ^ •r^|(.*Tts s ftf%ro 1 

5^135 *ttCJ <31 'Jffflm 'STWV C>f^ 'Ntf'Pf 9 91^ 5tC9 I 

9 P 1 U 5 *ftt? i -^W9 rrtcw, 

'Srtft 'SIPW 9 ? 9 f 9 C 9 4$ =Fsftsf% JfPfl '•ro1W5tr e f9 ftrS fa w n Tf?R 35 5 ft I «rf«r 
OFft w*r Prfat ^rft, JfPrPTT ^*0 rtfti 'Sfftr 4 ^rfar v&tt 

9 t 5 lTO waptf^ ^919 9 TJ »fft«rfC 5 T 93 »ff!r < 5 tVf 9 9 T 971 791 49 ^ JI 99 
9 M«| 1 M 791 '!TI 93 ->r 99 Tt 9 7 MS 99 t 9 t 9 V 9 I 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: srPT^ft 9«Ptf% 9S*M9 [ 
9f9t9 f9Jt>f % «ft9fif 97 ^99 9W9t31 ’ftC¥c99 9^5t9 *ff 7 ) WC7 f95C^9 ■sffe 
7 9 ll»fC 7 *rf 99 l%^ VC 9 ; f 73 9 CC 99 9 ftl 5 7 t 9 tU 5 9 T 55 C 9 151 99 ft I tttTMtfir 91 
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crft tpft'opr Ttin *rft ^f^rRTCfir m-wmi ’prurpr r’rs rstrfe <fl'$f^c=T rfer tospt 
f^cb ops 1 rftodr mn fei oc'^i or ^torr i & 'ol^ hot 

•> < a < 

rKsflorfe «rrm okh fe rfftre tf’or ^or «n, '•rfir ^?r - •reMffo oifra rsac* 
’n i bra? <w*i*n ’ite< wton *n or ‘<tf$or ostfft ■pr «n yr #t«mr <rpr i 

f%ft lil’R HWfiT ’HfcHR CHtOTf^T OT«ftOT fe 'qtCW Wolfes v’OS ^WT I 'Hfe 

ror '^tc? 'rtft ^ oioife 3 rtpr 4^«fi <oife|ij or mv: wrjfa *wf«rPT 

'TffiOT H7re$ 70T, OT wntpt *iOT TTOfflfe CHPT OT$ I bPT ffe FpT 

f^ re OM *T1 ) blcl*^ B^Pf bM f*C'-2 OtOf ^1 C ^1 3 OtCl?$ ^Hlva ^Tt'tC'l I ori?^ 
’Hfepr 'Hprnr fSfein-OFtapr n«ti ^nr, 'rPPrfir 'rpris srtfe n«tr *nr, tpreTOF* 
c^ffe T«ti i <7i$ otriPr »fre 'sitsr si's orfe^, wtfe ^ror ^rPrre *fc^ i 

HtOT$ oj-aJtCH W spy OTOf *rft 31<5T Jf5T$ Of$ inwftral «ltCH, Hft *T<5T$ Of$ 
'rPsferer «fttH, <sc< '®rtwr^ r ^Priora pfatfe 'Jffqir ftor, om c-tr h’ot sTferiFtH 
'Sttnus ■^■sWls ?£ 'rffefrii fro retfe < r , q|<p(.'lfl fiTH To ^t’fafiT $b^l(.H , PH 4<<re 
ror i 4&i okh orstpr fsrfe ^nr i rft ’rtspm or tft'f. <?r *fe & 
'afPgfesT , <71 5PTJ OTt«f *ttHrei 15(7 ’OT 'STOTH '®r(Ot$ ftf hth 7 ’is I 'Ptfa ftr^Pn 
*hR> r t?n ^sjtsi *i s <cfeH , 'sic*r< ^rsPr ft Hft 7or t tffetro ■* Pi-?l<il<i ^rwvtc-ffi 
'3’1<I TO^ill f% ^*tT <?rR ? 'Sf-5tf®|T5 5T<Rtft T?’OT btC5T5 

fflU fi ^'or cror «ttcr, ^•tr «tsr <5t<ri f%| bl?r f^jcs c^ 

^rtift ^nr i ■srfiprr^ otFfof ^t®t fere ret*f r<7T i 4*ltre fei ^151 

^isR Jftsn ^fer fesfOT v ft®H 4$ ^ csSi bt?T f%re 

fwre ’mrrerr, 'shtw <fe“^ ^iw ^rei i <4*rtre wa btcsra wn ft'lre ?i i 

, ®rtft srrfa. TOwi sRnt'ft^c 1 ^ er%fer ^r-rrcTOt^n '^rfeH 

TOre 4"ii <5i 'fere 7 're 5t$ *n i ^fei <si *f ^'i, f^ “4 ^rre 

’ire ?Wre rc=i or m fe^r 'Q toT Tt^i urn ’tt'orn ’tict =ti i ^rtfir 

'STfsrr7 <7TC»ife 5ttc»ffl 7 f*rt^^iit>.iH or 6 i?c^ b c^tf^or f^re dI$ i 

<7ife '«wft ^^tr^tiTr ^^rfet^r or or Jt^nn ^tr*rf<r ^f'sot ^rorc^ ■5tr5 c f''or e fe 

<iN ftc^r ^rf^rs 4’$*i , f%'s ^It^s '^Mlrre 7CP5 ^ I ^ 1 rsr T^r f% I . rst-i *c^|5f- 
rw ^W‘f 7cre 'srtsroF ^iofri ^rtrsT ?p c'?r*f ^rrewi offers ^re c r'’or c ^ 'srtc^, 

«mr?mr (l^nlolii spry's ?orc^ i ’T^ «l<<s*rc^r 4t?fi tp^ ^fc*Rf 
fes; ^tx«rfir *pf% i ii^ *rti«r1t , rc*W 3 rfipfot$ «fi i i'c<sii ^pfeftrs <n^' w^pfPffarfe 
TPri ’tfetfe i TlfeTirtir ii$ '5f3 c f"or t ij wtc<K cbtot c?g 7or «tt^, 
<aorfe sRm«mr s f , TO7Ft®n <571 oimosir giMrs ’Po'rfe'^ or 
fiasco orfcl sprf'f 70T ?T7 «9^s sfrfres JffJOT tprtfe C7PP Of, TpSTtt 45R 
ofPt TifV ^rt$ fer ortfepr ^|ac*r ’’rfetftrs ^Vre ^itoRi 

*m nw 4fei v 3 tprtffe 7 ’or tpf or, 4fe Ib«H R<ibH$ ^rt^re — 

Trttffepr *tot Tfer ««i S*r$s< jrt i '^t«rc^ f¥ ^re 70r or, jtw^t 
» rtm t^pt r^fpr , ?toT ^ft r’or$ srf^srpr 4 $ fepp'T ^r-wrpr ^^Pr tc^ t 
c^tft OFlft f§fe5 •H-ftl) c*ife otre *ttor f ^srPr orfoK ypf rift rcfc 
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r to* toji cto to r to* ^-yt w (rttrorr fe£c* ? si 
**t* TO5i m#TO n fr n s i 'e iftm TO<wm ^ star w tft ?F5t* tow, 
mlwfi f TOt frTOw 4$ TO?tn fare 4p ttf% cn, m#TO nfros^ft 4$ *froit*t 
fa*C 3 ?TWT 5 WtCM I 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Where arguments fail, abuses begin. 


Batou NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: fafapft TOmQ CTOf 
n#fa 5ftn TO*CTO — nfa^-i n*I?!$ YtfiTf?fa Sfare^ ^o*t I f%fa 

fa ^ c*, fsfa nfa tof *n<t* tow TO *PTO 

jprs W/PT fa*TO 7 C< ? *pTO Wlt*t<H C«tre TO? Contain CTO TO 
m cnre cto toc* m ? cnTO? 4^ TOTO* ^ ww cro TOt-nsHft-wwTi 4^ tow 
tot* ^Totm far cro* to* cTO i TO 4$ totcI? TO cTOn faro*j* 4*; Ftn 
cro? 4 $ <=rt*reTt* nTO 4 tncs i TOm n*r&nr faf* faws tp 6 ! ! ^tiw TO 
cn fawn fare TO *$ *:TO nsnre TO* i fa^s **m* 4^ TOsTO* to*t$ tof $t* 
cro toto* w TOfa ; c* n*re TO* rer* TOSre's ^ s lMw toto wmn cncw 
TOfa^rH ntm* wnT$ i 4 * wn$r* wi cTOtf tojto 5- *trom* wTO$ TO*i TOr 
^tcTOn n*re ^ i fro f>rrVf% ^TOtvtnt TO* 4^ wwt* ^c*w fro TOwtnfisw 
w*i cTOre TOn i irofo* ^fan-TO nrorn fro mn c*nre TOm cTO* m , 4fo ^T*t 
csron *wn ^<cto 6 tto nfroTO* to wire i TOn wtfa (7TOTO* ^ ; (TitTOre 5 ' 
*fj nnre ?c* i wtfa 'stt nenfiro n*re 4 *ftcw msn i nwcsnr, wf wrfej 
n=rnn to 4<r n^nn (Tin, 7f<^^ to 4^nc5F fFsi ^rr : f% c^tcn 
4^ ^3'^ 5 ‘s^fet wferoF 4 ^c<h i ^jv^t fw^sPn wfir ; t>H c^t^T 

cnt‘4tn ? ^tm ncnc^n °/ 0 ^tn nn rnre^, TO cnc^c^ 0 . 00 % > 

4^ TO v n C^n ? Hoarding ^ ^rtTO TOT f¥ TOT1 ? Political 

absconder^ <f^TO TOJ 4^' political unrest TOtTO TOT C 7 ! <i^^l 

4<l ^flc^ (71^ <1^1 f% n</ Cm*t hoarder(7f? ^<1< TOT TO1 TOl ^T1 ? (7T^ 

wnnro ^ ?CTO f% m TOT5 5T^ I 4^frl political absconder TOttTOf 
TOTtn TOC 5 ntC^ ? Ff' 45 =TT ’^HC^ PtT^ ? 4 ^ n^ ^*fT TOtTOffPft^ 

CTOf^ “tip 4 OT CTO W’C^ CTfW n*CW OT TOTU 5 TO, ^^FPTT TOTO 4 TO ^^T ( T '9 
fros i ^PTO froi ntsute^! i 4 to *ttf% fros rc^r m wa*n wncs 
4 m tp^ $fro TO — 4 m ntTO to to i 4 *tft 4 w^i fa ncfei — npft'QiTn 4 ^ 
CTO fa*m TO i wtfa to wtws ( 7 t m . ^ 5 i nfr TO^otin 

cmrt? (Tnpi toti wm ?pr 'si»c< 4 n^nrpt ^ptito t( 75 Ptc? * tot cwtn 
trfaTO^ nTO TO< a wm ncnc^n wtft ^ wft 1 

fro cto« «tfacn a 5nc^ ni cn wtfa TOfa wfa ; faro TOrtm nt^ cro 
cnwnT men nfacn b®ic^f m 1 c ^^4 tH wtc^ 4 w ?r e*t@ cn^i ^o*t 

commandeer W^CTO *T1 CTO ? wlfenTPn c<PtC< ^Itwtnfaw WtmtTO ^ TO1 nt?t, 

wffenrPn cTO? tow ends jw cTOP wtTO^wtuw TOi IfennUnur 
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rrt Rfa frotR rri TO, TO '^RrjI'R crtcr <4R froR rcrt <4fci R?re 
TOrr ri ? RRfs tffeTO rrr grftRftRR to, y fa rt wr to qfsRf? 

RRcRl R1 I RfifRcRR RCRT TOl f%RR RTR TO^R, — TO^fRRtR Rtf?[R 4^* RRf%R 
f%R RCRR R(RM< fkjfR*!' RCR rRR£R$ TOflR*?! TOTOR ^ftWtb'Hfa Rf%M3 

Rtfre cTO rS to ri i 4% r$ *im rcrt r s # c?[r tor vtcs st^ttRR gf% 

RRf%R TOR 5ftC^5 TO^ butcher’s knife ; RfoSRR ft? ¥\US fttR TOTCR 4 RRRTtR 

RRtTO rros cr$^ TOcrr ri i TO tfosrtR frocR ^rt ®Rrt rcr crtcr w\$Tq 
wHcrr toto to cro RferRtcRR RtRfRRTO olr^ Sr^t to <w rncrr rrr ^ 
RareftRtR fro tor, cr^crr rrTO rrto ?’os toer i 

Rtft hoarding 4R 4Rfcl ^fftFRR CRR, ftRvTO 0110 RR R 6 ! ^T f^R R^t5 | 
<TOr Rtr'fR Rtror of ? %f% fR crrc^ R% rrotr cr$ sir ? fR crtoi o re ftrfu 

*r% crtcr fettt RTtfirc|cfrR TOfCR rcto? crRcr (?it m r$ crrcr cto Rtro 
5%R ctm toi ? cr rfri S*ro rtff^ r’ros to ^5< cRcfcR i 

TORR military consideration : RtRfRR ^p^tfsfRtTOi I Casablanca CRCR Rl?tfRfRR1 
‘RRTR? RRM? allied front R* 35 ^^ vatRSRCRR SRR fRoR RRIR I fRS \5tR^5RC^ RfR 

TOstR nr, fRCTO ?r, TOsrcrr rcrt Rf r TOf% RNtro RtetR — TO r% crtcr 
rjr cr frofe* rf^* ce§i cfit^ rcr m to rto torr ri i stR^RRCR 
TO r^sIcr tpR R^r, ^fa^RCRR rcr ^cRtffon crtcr, ^rf? 

^rtsf^- to ^^5 ^ri >rt<^ vc^r i ^rtot< ^rr opr-to-ov*^ m 

cm^ ^Rort i% wm <w ^r v*nr Sk? i ^ c*fre ^ ^fR 

<PT^tCR v os ^t^fT i c>f f^^r f%^^r apr, or crI^R i ^i8ft 

CRfROF ^-fi ^ ^1 ^R *T1 I ^tfir Chtr^R 7JROT 

crtus Rffe ^rg- (Tit ar*r i <?it ^n ^t% ^t N e RR ^ 

tpnr *j^5T ^rcr I ^05tfrr (R *rmR ^jir ^^R ^rrfro 

TfB^R, '^I'S^CR’ CRR 5tfv^R *R, oRtRT^f •R, Tf^<, <i]RT^ ^ 

^)RfRr tfT?rt^oT, #1 trr ^8 4fbt<R stfrffir, ^tr? <r^ ^rftro ^ ^ritor 

tB ^RR I *!t* (R? ?RRR Rt^RtOF 5f*r, v5f^5RTO RR(R 4R* 

RR^S ^[f^lRlTR RtRPS RRCR I RORR RRRtR ^t1% ; otRoRRCR r (R2? CRlR b<^C^ ^R* 
RR5§ M3 Rpn ^PP5 RRR RR^ <y,R RfRRfTO TO fk^5 RTR I ^StTORR itf% 
^TRr tpRt^R, fR^RC^^ 'Rf%T5R ^TRT I vSftflSRROF R1R05 CRRT (fRuJ 9 !^ OR 'otR 
Rl RfR) R T uHW TObRTtR RR RR^S TO RRr I R#RR RCRtotRR SRR Rt%R 
^tTOR CROP ^RRtTO ®RRV RlTOT RtM3Rl ’RR^R I (R% fttW CRtfa ^3R 
CbCR CRCR, CbtHR?l Rf^R ^gRRTtR ^R f bTO ^5T (RTRM3 RS TOR RR RtR R^tR Sf’tR 
^IRRl I CR^ CTO fRR ^51 RlRfR I R^5 RTOCRi TOTfR*tR R^t^R ^RRt^ RtRT 
CTO I 4RR TORf^TO *R5R R*W?, RtR ^*TO3R RRCTO-lRRR RT^R tffeTO 
^tRRl RtRCS M3 MSRU5 Rtft^ 1 ^’Rl'QR CRtR, Wj*Jt 6 TtR CRtR, RtCRfRRtR CRlCRR RCR 
RJ RPatfRR, ^tR^SRCRR — Rt’RtR RCRM3 ^51 ^RTS^ Rt^StfRR I OTtR RtbRtR ^ RtbtRtR 
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^fi^r tptr i w tfPJ^ toTO tot Wf wtf% TO *rf^t 
TOtm i 4 *tft ^ *’V9 ??H fircro ^f%r to 5 * fr % 

V5i O&x TOTC fa* TO3 St* I (oheers) 

Maulvi MD. AMIR ALI MIA: *«ftTO TOTO! TOTO ci 

?*Hi, TO TOTO 4$ c* snxs 4 cto to t c^rf^c toes c* TOtro <5 bs c t'- 

*fi 4 firo 4^ *fB *ro *t**!t* cTO %ro TO* i TOfa 

c$ro ^*n tpw to c* toto cTf^TT ^ — to to^? TOTO *f%m S*rf¥s i 
<<TO tos to 8\ iw< to to <w st^r % i^n s$c<5 b\ fcTTO c^r-Tt *i to 
C^fiTO TO1 Sfi'S I TOTO C*TO *ftTOft TO, SffiTO- 
?TOto TO (jFii TOPi w j|t*$ firw fix's TOT s'sTO 

®TOTO 6 t TO[^ TOtX^ ^t^i *t%^i TOtre; stsBn *Tt5 st^ fiffis toi *ra<- 
G\<$ to toto T 4^ TOPf gt«f *ti i 

tok to i)^ toh c* ytro fsSrr.# tot^ TOtoto to 
frfs TOTtft TO TO<R 4^ fiftSFTO Sfttvf* fi^ C'ft* 5 ' TO^tTO'ft*' TO *fis<3 *1 

TO* I TOtTO (TltTO SftTO TO-TO <7ltTO TO TO I f 7 )^ TO TOft3 < 5t4Pt^ - 5f c t 
?fir*i *i*\ to ii^ *rsn-^3<OT 6 fo fi^ TOft <71$ toto i TO *tTO TO-TO 
to TO*f<5 4$ wfkn^ ^p^n cTO *tfro *i TO w ^ wF^ptTO ^rs *to 
spTO toptt s ?fir*n to TO< xTO c* *mi tot <*£ stro TOPr firrTO i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, it has already been arranged that 
Mr. Walker, as representing the European Group, should be heard. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we are already quite late and, 
therefore, 1 propose that the question be now put. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But it has already been arranged that Mr. Walker will 
speak, thereafter Mr. Suhrawardy should be heard and then the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister will reply to the debate and then the motions will be 
put to vote. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr Speaker, Sir, my honourable friend, 
Mr. Hendry, has already expressed the dissatisfaction of this party at 
Government’s handling — I should say, mishandling — of the whole food 
problem 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Not Government’s but Governor’s. 


Mr. J. R. WALKER: I say, Government’s. 

While admitting the magnitude of the problem and the difficulties 
attendant on getting supplies from other provinces for which the help of 
the Government of India is required, it cannot be denied that so far as 
tbis province is concerned, the fundamental problem and this Government’s 
responsibility is the supply and distribution of rice. TJp to date the 
Ministers’ statements have disclosed no policy with regard to rice. We 
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do not know whether it is one of control or decontrol. In spite of what 
we have been told this afternoon, events have proved and it is admitted 
on all sides that the Government’s purchasing scheme has absolutely 
failed 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Because of the appointment of a 
European Purchasing Officer. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: We have been told that embargoes are to be 
introduced. I submit, Sir, embargoes are useless unless deterrent punish- 
ments are given against the speculators who will hold on to their stocks 
until the embargo is lifted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Speculators like Shaw, Wallace & Co. 
and others. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: I am sure, Sir, that all members of this House 
and the public outside would like to know what Government intend to do 
to ensure a free flow of supplies to Calcutta and other deficit areas. Again, 

I ask, what is the policy? Is it one of control or decontrol? We have 
heard that reserves have been or are being built up with the object of 
these reserves being released in the market to regulate the prices. I submit 
that in normal times it is the object of any business to build up reserves 
for abnormal times, but I submit that the present is an abnormal time. 
There is a shortage of supplies and any supplies held by Government, I 
suggest, should now be thrown on the market. We would like to know 
what is being done with the purchases that have already been made by 
Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You want those to be handed over to 
Messrs. Shaw, Wallace & Co. ! 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: There is no doubt about the fact that the situation 
in Calcutta is extremely serious. From different parts of the House we 
have heard that the price of rice in Calcutta is Rs. 19 per maund, but my 
own impression is that it is somewhere nearer Rs. 25 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: At which jute mills are buying rice! 

Mr. tj. R. WALKER: If the jute mills are buying rice, they are buying 
at a higher rate, but they are supplying it to their workers at Rs. 7-12 
per maund. 

I would like to know what Government is doing to relieve this situation. 
We have heard nothing this afternoon to let us know what is being done 
to increase the number of controlled shops in Calcutta and to increase the 
already inadequate supplies to the controlled markets. In view of the 
present situation which I have already described I suggest that the rioe 
which Government has already purchased should be released to relieve the 
present situation. I submit, Sir, that public confidence has been under- 
mined by the different statements made by different Ministers, rationing 
schemes unsupported by any definite declaration of policy on this question. 
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one statement made this afternoon that the shortage of supply is 15 per 
cent., in another place 23 per cent, and yet at the same time it is admitted 
that there are no statistics on which these statements can be made. If 
there is a shortage of suppty, then there can be no question of decontrol. 
If there is full supply, then decontrol can take place as Mr. Khaitan has 
suggested and free, normal channels can get to work. If there is a 
shortage and the Ministers can definitely prove that there is shortage, then 
rationing must be introduced. 

I submit, Sir, that it is not the Directorate which is responsible but 
the Minister in charge and the Ministry for not applying its mind to this 
problem. It has been suggested on different sides that this is a non-party 
matter and one on which all sections of the Douse should co-operate and 
not censure the Government, but, Sir, if we have no confidence in the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department and the Ministry’s handling 
of the food problem and if we do not feel that they are able to frame and 
carry out any policy on this question of food supplies, we have no option 
but to express our strongest disapproval of the way in which this whole 
food problem has been handled. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is quite clear that 
the object of this debate is not a bona fide desire on the part of Govern- 
ment to profit by the discussion on the floor of this House, but to take the 
sting out of the adjournment motion that I moved on the opening day. The 
frivolous manner in which this debate was opened on behalf of Govern- 
ment, for which, I am glad to say, the Hon’ hie Minister has apologised 
on the floor of this House, and the almost complete absence of Ministers 
from their seats throughout the debate shows what little regard Govern- 
ment has for the views expressed by the honourable members of this House. 
After three days of desultory speeches the Hon’ble Minister has read out 
a long statement making some suggestions whose shortcomings we have 
little time to expose adequately. He wasted valuable time merely because 
he did not dare to face the House and admit, as he must, his sins of 
omission and commission. At long last the day of reckoning has arrived. 
We do not wish to deal with this problem as a party question. The matter 
is too important, too grave, too fundamental to be made the plaything of 
party politics. Around us the dread spectre of unrest and dissatisfaction 
— I use very moderate expressions — is rearing its head. Mass starvation 
stalks the land and people are faced with a certain famine if steps bold 
and drastic are not taken in good time. Aye, Sir, in many places in the 
rural areas you will get thousands of people to work if they can only get 
a morsel of food, and, Sir, the Nawab Bahadur dares to treat this problem 
as a joke. He does not even know he is in charge of this department, in 
which areas there is an acute shortage and where people are starving for 
want of rice. He wants information from me. Sir, such utter callous- 
ness and incompetence in a person charged with responsibility can lead 
only to disaster for this hapless land of ours. But the question of respon- 
sibility is a different question. We see before us a Government which 
has proved itself wholly incapable of visualising, comprehending and 
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tackling the various problems that have confronted us during the last 16 
months and which have been aggravated by conditions arising out of the 
war. 

We have a Minister in charge who, to the knowledge of everyone in 
this House, of everyone in the Government departments, of everyone out- 
side in the country, is wholly incapable of dealing with this problem. We 
have a Ministry equally incapable, and if this problem is to be treated as 
a non-party question and with any prospect of an attempt at a solution 
the House must feel in its innermost conscience that there is no hope for 
the people of Bengal with this Ministry in power. Has any House ever 
been treated before as this Government has treated it? Questions are 
asked on the floor of this House on the food problem; the answers are 
printed but the Minister cannot attend to these questions and inconvenient 
supplementaries, for fear of exposing his ignorance which is all too patent 
and which the House has witnessed today. He pretends an ailment which 
prevents him from coming to attend the Legislature, but which does not 
prevent his being seen in the public haunts of Calcutta. I say, Sir, the 
sooner the House realises its responsibilities and the members the serious- 
ness of the situation, the sooner the members realise their duties to their 
voters and to the people of the province, the sooner they get rid of the 
present Cabinet which is sitting as a terrible nightmare on the chest of 
the province of Bengal, the sooner will they be performing an obvious 
and primary duty. The sands of time are running fast and the situation 
is getting desperate. The Ministry hopes to escape its responsibilities by 
the soft answer, by a plaintive confession of failure and incompetence, by 
subtly shifting responsibility on the permanent officials and on the 
Directorate of Civil Supplies. Says the Chief Minister in his budget 
speech, “Hard things have been said and written regarding the Directorate 
and in due course the Minister in charge will have an opportunity of 
replying in detail to the department’s critics.” What shamelessness is 
enshrined in these words. The Directorate has bungled, the Directorate 
will be criticised, the Directorate is responsible and the Minister in charge 
will come forward as a ministering angel to take the Directorate under 
his protecting wings and save the Directorate from unjustified criticism. 
We resent this attitude. We think that a Ministry which can stoop to 
this is self-condemned, it should not wait for the verdict of the House or 
the exasperation of the people, it should, while it can do so with dignity, 
go out of office rather than make a mockery of the constitution which has 
created it and be bundled out by the force of circumstances. And 
Mr. Badruddoja, after his vehement criticism of the Ministry, cannot ask us 
to refrain from censuring this Ministry after their gross dereliction of duty, 
and he cannot in all conscience support it himself. The vaster the 
problem, the greater the urgency for joint action, the more justification 
there is for removing this Ministry from office. Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, 
whose motion I support, has directed the attention of the House to what 
with admirable restraint and refinement he calls the failure of Government 
to tackle satisfactorily the various problems relating to food and other 
necessities of life. Expressions such as criminal neglect, interference with 
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the permanent officials, encouragement of hoarders and racketeers, asso- 
ciation with profiteers and organisers of black markets, issue of permits 
to non-traders and favourites of Ministers and rampant corruption would 
have probably expressed more adequately how this problem has been 
tackled. 

To my mind I think the Directorate has done whatever was possible 
within the limits of its own powers. It was forbidden to take the people 
into its confidence. It had to work as a purely administrative machinery; 
the political opponents of the Ministry, namely, the Muslim League, it 
was charged to keep at arm's length; it was given no direction, no policy 
to carry out. Who does not know that the problem is vast? World forces 
are at work. The Government of India itself has floundered, there is no 
central direction by which one province may come to the rescue of its sister 
provinces. It is true that all these extra provincial forces are working to 
complicate the problem here and prevent a satisfactory solution, but much 
could have been done within the province itself. How can you expect 
other provinces to give you their surplus or to shorten their belts if they 
are not satisfied that the Ministry in this province are dealing adequately 
with our own resources, that you are distributing them properly, that you 
are putting down black marketing, hoarding and other anti-social activities P 
Why should they give you of their resources if they are not satisfied that 
you will distribute them in the right quarters and when this Ministry is 
a laughing stock in the whole of India. A proper system of 
supply and distribution was necessary, but if it is to be adequate 
and useful it is bound to affect not only trade and business but 
the life and economy of each individual household — more than 
that — of each individual. Do you expect the Directorate without 
guidance from an allegedly responsible Ministry to embark on such an all* 
prevasive policy? No, Sir; it is not by evasive utterances and confessions 
of failure that the Ministry can divest itself of its responsibilities. 

Last session I gave innumerable instances of favouritism and corruption 
on the part of the Ministry in dealing with the food problem, and I have 
no desire to go over the ground this session. There has hardly been any 
change in the previous method and procedure. The favourites still rule; 
profiteering still flourishes; black marketers are being still patronised; and 
the people are still being kept at arm’s length. The problem with which 
we are faced is not merely the problem of Calcutta. Already famine condi- 
tions are appearing in the rural areas. I have just come from a tour of 
Noakhali district. Paddy is selling at Rs. 10 per maund and rice at 
Rs. 15, in Sandwip it is Rs. 18 per maund, and even that is not available. 
Noakhali has always been a deficit district. This year following several 
seasons of failure of crops there has again been failure of the aman crop. 
Burma paddy is not available, Barisal paddy has been stopped. Some 
relief was afforded by some consignments of Assam rice; even that has 
now been rigorously stopped. This is the end of Falgun. The murmurs 
are growing in volume, the people have begun to starve; what will happen 
to them in Jaista and Ashar , the most difficult months of the year for the 
agriculturists, heaven alone knows! Food riots have begun, and in 
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Hajshahi district the police had to resort to firing, six being killed outright. 
I am not certain whether this will be allowed to be published in the papers, 
but I have stated this with complete responsibility on the floor of the House 
if only to awaken to some extent the conscience of the Hon’ble Ministers 
fitting opposite, and those who are supporting them. But such is the 
utter want of realisation of facts by this Ministry that Collectors, Special 
Loan Collectors on extra remuneration, have been appointed to realise 
agricultural loans from these starving people. The debtors are threatened 
with certificate procedure and khas mahal tenants have been informed by 
beat of drum that the sunset law will be applied to them if their rents 
have accumulated to Rs. 20 or over. Control has been established it is 
true on the import of rice, but without a concomitant scheme of distribu- 
tion. In Calcutta itself rice is selling at Rs. 25 per maund retail — a 
price wholly unjustified by the conditions of this province and by the crop 
condition of India. Sir, for a moment I thought that inasmuch as Govern- 
ment was unable to control effectively and the Ministers were taking undue 
-advantage of the system of control and of permits, it might have been 
wiser to have got rid of the control system altogether, but I do not think, 
Sir, that it is now possible particularly after the alarm created in the 
minds of the people by the recent answer of the Minister for Agriculture 
regarding the food situation, unless we can import rice and wheat from 
other provinces where there is a surplus, such as Central Provinces, Orissa 
And Assam. I cannot see, Sir, what possible advantage Government has 
gained by announcing that there was a shortage of 23 per cent, in this 
year’s crop without having taken steps to relieve that shortage. I doubt 
if the figures are correct. The Agriculture Department has no statistics 
worth the name, but these garbled statistics have merely encouraged 
hoarders and black marketers. You will find, Sir, in the districts where 
control has been abolished that prices are rising by leaps and bounds 
through contracts amongst the beparis themselves without any sale in the 
open market. In Calcutta the Government-controlled shops are not only 
inadequate but are only a source of irritation to the people. They raise 
hopes which are not fulfilled, some are even not supplied with rice; others 
oke out the rice supplied to them in driblets and with deliberate delay and 
what is saved is sold in the black market. Purdah women, mostly Muslim, 
line up in queues while their men folk have to earn a living, but they 
have to return disappointed. It is clear, Sir, that there must be more 
iretail shops, say, one for 500 people, and these shops should be properly 
supervised. But, Sir, to make distribution through these shops possible 
the problem will have to be tackled on a provincial basis. I do not agree, 
And I would ask the House not to agree, to the limited responsibility of 
feeding wartime industries or utility companies or large establishments. 
Their requirements certainly are very important and cannot be neglected. 
But this is not enough. Everyone now is in the grip of shortage. The 
measures taken by Government have not only made the black market 
possible, but actually made it imperative. Black marketing, hoarding and 
profiteering must be stopped vigorously and control established 100 per 
cent. The entire supply must be controlled and rationed. (Cries of 
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“Hear! hear!” from Opposition benches.) Government has been playing 
about with its agents. This is not the time to deal adequately with 
that subject. Mr. Hasan Ispahani has touched upon it and so has 
Mr. Badruddoja, but I am certain that the new policy of Government to 
purchase rice through a Food Purchasing Officer without a controlled price 
and to allow black marketers and profiteers to go scot-free will lead to 
disaster. I am certain that the Food Purchasing Officer will not get the 
rice and he will not be able to build up a reserve, although to my knowledge 
in some places ric? is being purc hased by Government from the hats and 
the people are being deprived of it, even though the areas are deficit areas. 
There is no attempt at present to supply deficit districts and to ascertain 
surpluses; purchases are attempted at all kinds of odd places and prices 
are shooting up beyond all control. The classification of buying areas as 
separate from surplus areas will fail. 

Then, Sir, what of the steps taken to encourage agriculturists to grow 
more food? Something more than the very inadequate distribution of 
paddy seeds is required. Fallow lands must be taken in hand and handed 
over without rent for a year or two at least. Credit should be made avail- 
able to the agriculturist. Processes like certificate procedure and garnishee 
proceedings must be stopped. Decrees should be suspended and informa- 
tion, still more information, regarding the state of the crop in every union 
or circle collected and utilised. 

I have hardly any time to deal with the other problems. But that of 
kerosene oil stands out as a burning example of the utter incompetence ot 
this Ministry. The oil companies supply as much as 50 per cent, of tin* 
normal consumption, and yet village after village was in darkness and oil 
was openly sold in the black market at 10 to 12 annas per bottle. There 
was no direction even given to District Officers to deal with the situation. 
For months the letters of the Burma Oil Company remained unanswered, 
while the people shrieked for oil. I fear that the new scheme is likely to 
be worse than the old. I have already seen the new' scheme w T orking at 
Noakhali. The District Magistrate of the place had been able to evolve 
some order out ot chaos and had appointed agents suggested by the local 
people w r ho were selling under control. There may have been a few lapses, 
but the vast majority were getting some oil at controlled prices. Under 
the new T scheme by which the agents will distribute through their old 
dealers already black marketing has begun in earnest. Controlled price has 
disappeared entirely. The agents are selling to their paikars t or beparis 
at Rs. 14 a tin who in their turn sell at Re. 1 per bottle. 

But what is the use of multiplying the tale? I have offered some sug- 
gestions and there are many more still that one can place at the disposal 
of this Ministry. We have even offered our co-operation so that a bold 
all-embracing policy may be adopted. Again I say, what is the use of it 
all when the foundation itself is so rotten and we have a Ministry so 
utterly ignorant and incompetent, so utterly out of touch with the people 
and so hostile to the vast majority of the people ! Committees, consulta- 
tions, advisers are all useless unless the foundation is destroyed and the 
Ministry thrown out of office. 
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Before I sit down I make a final appeal to the House. I beg it to 
realise the very serious nature of the situation. It is not that we intend 
to make political capital out of the criminal conduct of the Ministry but 
things have come to such a pass, the province is already so near chaos and 
disorder, dangers ahead are so considerable, the Ministry is so thoroughly 
incompetent and worse, that if the honourable members have any regard 
for the future and better government of this province, if they have any 
concern for good order, good management of this province, if they have 
any concern for the very lives of the people, if they wish to save the 
unhappy masses from starvation and death, then I would appeal to them, 
particularly those who sit in serried ranks behind the Ministry, to support 
our motion and record their opinion that this Ministry has definitely failed 
to do its duty by the people. How long, I beg of the House to consider, 
are we to bear the dead weight of this Ministry, bankrupt and sterile? 
How long are personal reasons, the prospect of a few T jobs, promises of 
patronage, benefits already received, being received and due to be received 
going to keep you from doing your duty by the people? How long are 
those who say that they want an efficient and reliable administration, an 
administration that discharges its duties and fulfils its assurances, how 
long are those who talk of cleanliness in the administration and justice 
and fair play to all, going to continue to support a Ministry utterly denuded 
of decent standards and confessedly incompetent? The food problem is 
one of the major problems of to-day. It affects every one of us. It affects 
primarily the poor and the masses whose interests must always be para- 
mount, far higher than any other consideration. Let us in considering 
this problem not be influenced by political sentiments but do our duty 
by the people and throw out a Government that has proved itself thoroughly 
incapable of handling the situation and place, if w r e can, the interests of 
the people above our own personal and political interests, and then let ua 
sit together and tackle this problem under a decent regime, wedded to the 
welfare of the masses. 

Mr. AFTAB ALIS Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I prooeed to take part in 
this discussion I would like to thank you for kindly giving me some time to 
speak at this fag end of the day. 

Sir, from the speeches of the various members it seems to me there is a 
feeling in the House that industrial labour is getting rice and other supplies. 
Speaking on behalf of the seamen as I do, I may point out to this House 
that up till this minute nothing in this direction has been done for the seamen 
either by the Government or by my friends, the ship-owners. Sir, it is 
hardly necessary for me to point out what services the Indian seamen are 
rendering today in connection with the war. I presume, Sir, that I shall 
not spring any surprise upon the House when I say that today the Indian 
seamen form the largest single national group in the entire British Mercantile 
Marine, and this port, the Port of Calcutta, alone has supplied to the 
extent of 60,000 seamen. Today, three to four thousand of these seamen 
are waiting for employment in this port, and. Sir, it is much to be regretted 
that hundreds of these seamen who are rendering such a great war service 
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are going with one meal a day, some with half -meal a day, and some even 
are starving! Sir, I am not making any sentimental appeal, but what I am 
stating is fact. Here, Sir, I cannot help saying that the Government of 
Bengal have not considered or thought that they have a duty towards the 
seamen who are taking such a tremendous part in the war. Sir, while we, 
the members of this Legislature discuss, debate and accuse one another in 
the name of helping the war efforts of the United Nations, these seamen act 
and act positively. I may also inform the House that up till now about 
2,700 seamen of this port have laid down their lives and about 1,200 have 
become prisoners of w r ar. And, Sir, these seamen today in this very port 
are going hungry, and it appears that no one except their Union accepts any 
responsibility for them. Sir, my friends, the ship-owners, have, of course, 
obliged me with a copy of the letter which they had written to the Director 
of Civil Supplies and have concluded the same saying that in view of the 
large contribution that Indian seamen are making towards war efforts it is 
of paramount importance that they receive necessary supplies of rice and 
dal. I am sorry to add that though my friends of Clive Street have made 
necessary arrangements in their other branches of industry for the supply of 
foodstuffs, particularly rice and dal, at a very moderate cost, they have done 
nothing so far for the seamen. U is true, Sir, that the services of the seamen 
are being appreciated in various ways, and it is also true that as their humble 
leader I myself have been commissioned as an Honorary Lieutenant-Com- 
mander in the Royal Indian Naval Reserve, but it is equally true that a 
large number of these seamen are starving today and starving in every sense 
of the term. Sir, I must confess that this helpless position of the seamen in 
this port, we of the labour side, particularly speaking for myself, cannot stand 
and can never tolerate. This position of the seamen must be changed : 
the seamen must be treated as a necessary part of the war: they must be 
given the fullest assurance of necessary supplies. To overlook the interests 
of the seamen would be harmful to war efforts. Sir, I heard an honourable 
member saying that some people were committing suicide. But these 
seamen who take part in the war and face the deadly bombers and the 
U-boats will not and cannot commit suicide. They know how to get their 
requirements, and I trust that they shall soon have the same. Therefore, 
Sir, I would in all seriousness request the Government to speak out here and 
now and inform this House what they intend to do regarding the supply of 
rice and other supplies which I hereby ask for on their behalf. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, before I make my submis- 
sion to the House regarding the various points that have been raised in the 
course of this debate, I wish to make a point clear to the House to which 
reference has been made by my friend, Mr. Siddiqi. I find on enquiry that 
Mr. Porter did not issue any communications to the Press asking them not 
to publish anything 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It was not Mr. Porter, but Mr. B. G. 
Rao who issued the instructions. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: regarding this debate about 

£ood that has been taking place in this House. The fact, Sir, briefly is this: 
For some time past, there has been appearing in the Press, and also in the 
course of the speeches made in public, statements which were calculated to 
cause apprehensions and general panic, and in some cases objection was 
taken to these statements by military authorities. Some of these statements 
were so objectionable that they came clearly within the mischief of the 
Defence of India Rules. Some time ago a letter was issued to the Press 
conveying a general warning that if such statements were to appear in the 
Press action might be taken under certain sections of the Defence of India 
Rules. All that Mr. Porter did was by means of a letter to draw the atten- 
tion of the Press to this warning and to remind them that if any statements 
appeared which were likely to cause apprehension and general panic, the 
maker of the statement or statements would be doing so on his own respon- 
sibility. Sir, so far as the Government is concerned they prevented nothing. 
The Press are entirely at liberty to publish whatsoever they like. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was there any mention of the debate 
in the Legislature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Dr. N ALINAK8HA SANYAL: I say yes. The Hon’ble Chief Minister 
was not informed properly. I will produce the document tomorrow 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All right. Sir. If such a letter 
is produced, 1 will pass orders withdrawing the order that is alleged to have 
been passed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The letter under reference savs^ 
specifically about yesterday’s discussion that those speeches should be press- 
censoied. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If my friend can show ain thing 
to the contrary, I shall be glad to meet him, and if I find anything objec- 
tionable, I promise, I shall have the order withdrawn. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: We are not going to show any letter 
like that, but we want to have a promise from the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
that the Press will not be prevented from publishing to-day’s debate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I promise to do so. For the 

present I am making a statement on the materials placed before me, but I 
will make an enquiry, and if I find that there has been any attempt at 
interference with the liberty of the Press that order will be withdrawn. 

Coming now to these debates I feel that it should have been easy for me 
to dispose of the criticisms that have been made had I been free to take part 
in this discussion with the freedom with which my critics have spoken. 
Speaking, Sir, as a member of Government I have got many limitations. 
(Laughter from the Opposition benches.) I have got to see that I do not 
commit Government unnecessarily to any policy which has not been definitely 
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decided upon by the Cabinet. Secondly, I have got to see that I do not use 
any words which may lead to any apprehension in the mind of the people or 
cause panic, or in other words, may bring me within the mischief of the 
Defence of India Rules. Sir, I know that there is an anxiety in the minds 
of the public that not only should the present situation be fully discussed, 
but that the public should know what steps Government are going to take in 
order to grapple with the food situation now before them. 

Sir, so far as this resolution is concerned, I do not object to that part of 
the resolution, either the resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Ali or by my friend. Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya! , in which they have given 
certain definite suggestions for the acceptance of the House. Had it not 
been. Sir, for one or two phrases in the Preamble, which seeks to censure 
Government, for what has happened in the past, I would have most gladly 
accepted the resolution as it has been moved. I submit, however, that it is 
not possible for me to admit the implications of the Preamble for the very 
simple reason that whatever has happened has happened not because we had 
no policy, not because we had not done anything to avert the crisis which 
has come upon us, hut that circumstances over wdiich we had no control have 
brought about a situation which we all deplore, but a situation which was 
inevitable in the circumstances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it on account of Governor's 
interference ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it has been said that there 
has been a failure on the part of Government to tackle satisfactorily the 
problem of supply and distribution of foodstuffs. I admit that the situation 
at the present moment is extremely critical. It is no use trying to convince 
us that vre are passing through a crisis because w e are already convinced that 
Bengal at the present moment is passing through one of not merely a crisis 
but also a state of things unparalleled in the economic history of the province 
for a long time past. Facts we cannot ignore, but merely because certain 
facts exist certain conclusions do not necessarily follow. Suppose, Sir, 
passing by a highway we find a dead body. There is no use trying to 
convince anybody that the man is dead, that it is very deplorable that he has 
been murdered or killed and that his death has brought sorrow 7 and misery 
to his family. The question is: Who is responsible for the murder? Now, 
Sir, it is no use again immediately arguing because there is a dead body 
that the chaukidar of the village should be hanged. You have got to find 
out, if it can be found out at all, who is responsible for the murder. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha S antal: So that future murders may be prevented.) Yes, 
so that future murders may be prevented. 

So far as the present high prices are concerned, w^e have got to look to 
certain facts in the face. I understand the anxiety of every one in this 
House that the situation that has arisen should be properly tackled so that 
there should be not merely relief but that there may not be any possibility 
of a similar crisis happening in the future. As regards the present high 
prices of food, there cannot be the slightest doubt that these high prices are 
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- due to several causes. The obvious cause is the very elementary economic 
factor, viz., inadequacy of supply to meet the demand. Now, Sir, this 
question of inadequacy of supply depends again on many factors. Only a 
few months ago there w r as the question of the jute acreage that had to be 
fixed in Bengal. We all know that our friends of the European Party were 
anxious that the jute acreage should be fixed as high as possible. There 
was a general cry that the acreage should be fixed as low as possible, 
possibly as low as 4 annas. Sir, I do not at the present moment criticise the 
opinions that have been expressed on either side, but we have got to 
remember that the question of the increase of foodstuffs, of rice and other 
necessaries of life are interdependent also on the amount of the land under 
cultivation for such commodities. A large area covered with jute goes 
directly against our programme of “Grow More Food” Campaign. I am 
referring to this because while on the one hand there is the anxiety to have 
more lands for cultivation, there is, on the other, a demand possibly well 
intentioned and based on very good grounds that the acreage of jute should 
not be reduced. We have therefore to consider the play and interplay of 
various forces. 

Now, Sir, we all know that so far as Bengal is concerned, the rice we 
produce is perhaps just sufficient to meet the requirements of the province. 
My friend Mr. AValker was complaining that the Ministers have been making 
different statements at different times regarding the percentage of shortage 
and also some conflicting statements regarding statistics. The reason is 
obvious. We cannot be absolutely sure so far as statistics are concerned. 
We have got to go by approximation, and investigations have shown that 
if there is neither export nor import the quantity of rice that Bengal produces 
would just be sufficient to meet the requirements of the province. Un- 
fortunately, however, the population of Bengal has shown a very great 
tendency to increase. Lands for the purposes of cultivation are not available, 
with the result that with the play of these two forces gradually we are 
heading towards a position when the rice that we produce in Bengal will 
not at all be sufficient for the needs of the people. What actually used to 
happen was briefly this. There are certain countries in the Middle East 
which prefer Bengal rice to rice from other countries. We therefore used 
to export rice from Bengal, but we used to make up and more than make up 
for this export by importing rice from Burma. Now the war broke out 
towards the end of 1939. For some time after the outbreak of the war we 
in India did not feel very much that there was such a great war going on in 
Europe and other countries. It was only when Japan entered the war that 
we really felt that we were not merely close to the war but that we were 
actually in the very theatre of the conflict itself. The present Ministry took 
office in December, 1941, just about the time when Japan declared war, and 
by February and March Japan had overrun the Phillipine Islands, Malaya, 
they had occupied Rangoon and overrun Burma. The import of rice into 
Bengal was suddenly stopped and in the month of April, 1942, we had to 
Carry out the Government of India policy known as the denial policy in 
various parts of the province. Now, Sir, the position in April was this. 
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While we had to carry out the denial policy of the Government of India, we 
were faced with a situation that rice from Burma had been suddenly stopped. 
Our resources were therefore limited to a large extent, and so far as culti- 
vation was concerned there was severe hindrance in consequence of the 
denial policy regarding boats and other matters. As a matter of fact, the 
autumn rice of 1942 fell far short of our expectation, and somehow or other 
the winter rice also proved insufficient. During the last one year, therefore, 
we have been faced with this position that while we have not been able to 
import from Burma, our own production in Bengal has been anything but 
sufficient. 

Now, Sir, it has been said that this Government has no declared policy. 
The policy which the Government adopted in July, 1942, was a policy of 
control. Into the details of that I need not enter. But that policy was a 
policy which was carried out by the Directorate of Supplies, and we did the 
utmost that could possibly have been done by entrusting this work to trained 
members of the Indian Civil Service and also to certain non-officials who had 
risen to positions of eminence in the mercantile world by their intimate 
knowledge pf the condition of affairs in the country. Mr. Suhrawardy has 
remarked that the Directorate has done its best. If the Directorate has 
done its best and if in spite of that this crisis has happened, it must be 
evident that the present state of things is due to matters over which we have 
no control. 

Now, Sir, this policy of control has been carried on for some time. There 
have been difficulties in the way and one of the most outstanding facts which 
we cannot ignore has been the manner in which our own people hud defied 
the orders and tried to take advantage of the situation in order to make 
profits for themselves. It is well known, Sir, that in these circumstances, I 
mean the circumstances that are now prevailing people sometimes make 
fortunes out of the misfortunes of other people. (Cries of “hear”, “hear” 
from the Coalition Party.) That is only a human failing and I respectfully 
submit that no amount of caution or no amount of declaration of policy by 
the Directorate or otherwise can prevent human beings from taking the 
fullest advantage of this critical situation to make advantageous profits for 
themselves. Sir, each time that complaints have been made, the Directorate 
did their best to hold investigations, to make enquiries and in inauy cases 
they were ready to render redress as far as redress was possible. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: Are you satisfied?) As a matter of fact I can tell 
the House not being the Minister in charge I, do not think it my duty nor do 
I think it desirable to pry into the working of that department. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: Then why give certificates?) 

Secondly, Sir, it is obvious that if you set up a Directorate of Supplies for 
instance and entrust the work to certain permanent officials who have no axe 
of their own to grind and who may be expected to deal justly and honestly 
and fairly with the people, it will be criminally unfair if the Ministers were 
to poke their nose into what they were doing. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
It is the British businessmen.) It is no question of British or Indian. 
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There were not merely British officials but Indians also. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: They have no power.) I do not know. They have been given the 
fullest power. If they do not exercise their power it is not the fault of the 
Government. 

Now, Sir, we made the best selection possible in the selection of 
personnel of the Directorate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You made no selection; it was made by 
somebody else. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Whosoever made the selection, 
it was the Government selection and therefore I am responsible. 

Sir, it has been said that the prices are rising high, that we have done 
nothing, that we have failed, and that the best that can be done is to throw 
out this Ministry and instal some other Ministry in its place. Whether that 
is a solution or not it is not for me to say, but I can say this much that so 
far as this Ministry is concerned, we have done our best to meet the situation 
and if we have not been able to tackle the problem in all its aspects, I submit, 
it has not been due to any lack of efforts on our part. I do not think that I 
need detain the House much longer. I only wish to make one or two state- 
ments which I think the House has a right to expect from me when I am 
dealing with the present situation. 

As regards my friend of the seamen I can only say that we will do our 
best along with other sections of the people to help them in their difficult 
position. 

Now, Sir, my friend Mr. Walker has put a question whether the policy 
is of control or decontrol. I had every desire to make an announcement on 
that point clarifying the position this very night, but for certain reasons I 
am not in a position to make that statement, but I promise, Sir, that by 
tomorrow a statement will be issued on behalf of the Government and will 
be published in the press making it absolutely clear whether it is a policy 
of control or decontrol, clearing doubts and making a definite statement of 
policy whether it will henceforth be one of control or decontrol. The 
question is such that it bristles with difficulties. Even this House is divided 
on the working of control or decontrol, and in these circumstances when we 
have to take such a momentous step, we have got to take it very cautiously. 
The promise that I make is that not. later than tomorrow a statement will be 
made, by tomorrow a statement will be made whether it is to be a policy which 
can definitely be called either of control or of decontrol. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who will determine this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We will fix this policy tomorrow 
in the Cabinet. We will take into consideration all the discussions that 
have taken place in this House. The decision will be taken by the Govern- 
ment as a whole in the Cabinet tomorrow. We are having a Cabinet meeting 
simply for this purpose, and I hope by 1 p.m. tomorrow we shall be able to 
declare unequivocally wheher it is to be a policy of control or decontrol. 
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We have got to take various factors into consideration and having done 
that, we will make our statement straightaway not later than tomorrow. 

Along with that I have no hesitation in announcing that we will 
immediately set up a kind of an Advisory Committee presided over by a 
gentleman well known in this country as a very successful man of business 
assisted by members taken from various groups of political parties in the 
country, so that they may be able to advise Government on important matters 
of policy and other matters that may arise from time to time. I am glad to 
be able to announce that for the present Advisory Committee we have been 
able to secure the consent of Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker. With Mr. Sarker 
as President assisted by a strong and representative committee selected from 
various political sections in this country we hope we will have the advantage 
of getting most effective advice as regards Government’s future policy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Why should you not wait for the advice 
of that Advisory Committee before you decide on control or decontrol? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact, it is possible 
that before we issue our statement we will be able to consult not only the 
President but also the members whom we have got in view. It is for this 
reason that I make this announcement tonight. 

Now, Sir, I am prepared to take into consideration the various sub-clauses 
in the resolution moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan and place before the 
Advisory Council that we are going to set up. 

Sir, I have gone through the suggestion that has been made by my 
friend Dr. Sanyal and I can assure him that so far as exports out of the 
province are concerned, we shall see that the strongest measures are taken 
that exports do not take place. 

Then, Sir, as regards Dr. Sanyal’s suggestion that vigorous steps should 
be taken to encourage purchase outside, I can tell the House that we have 
approached the Government of India for the purpose of bringing rice into 
Bengal. We cannot do so directly and at the present moment I am in a 
position to give the House this very welcome news that in the very near 
future we are going to have a sufficient amount of rice imported into the 
province — it would take some time but not very long — which will enable 
us to meet the situation satisfactorily. 

Sir, I do not know if there is anything else which my friend Dr. Sanyal 
or any other member of the House would like to ask me. If there is any, 
I would be prepared to answer such questions. 

Sir, there is one point which I forgot to mention. We have already 
decided that there should be a Minister to be called the Minister of Civil 
Supplies who will be entrusted solely with the duty of looking after the 
food problem of this province. We have realised that any Minister burdened 
with a major portfolio or any portfolio can hardly do justice to the important 
duties of a Minister holding the portfolio of food. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the new Minister and the Committee 
proposed be in a position to scrap all the machine^ that Jias been so far set 
up and have their own machinery if they find it necessary ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a very pertinent question 
and I can assure my friend Dr. Sanyal that the object of appointing a sole 
Minister for Civil Supplies assisted by an Advisory Council is not merely to 
look into the future but to consider the past as well and, if necessary, they 
will overhaul the whole machinery and start on a new slate. I can give 
that assurance to Dr. Sanyal. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Including 
Distributing Trades Tribunal!)' I beg to remind Dr. Sanyal that I 
personally have spoken to him about the ideas that I have got in my mind 
and I can assure him that I will carry them out to the full in order that 
there may not be any cause for complaint in the future. We will give the 
fullest power to the Minister who will be in charge of Civil Supplies and the 
Advisory Committee will be in a position to advise the Minister in all 
important aspects — not merely of policy but also in the matter of execution 
of that policy. 

Now, Sir, if there is any other point on which any honourable member 
likes to seek information, I shall be prepared to give him an answer. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: What does food-stuff mean? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly rice. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: ft does not mean what the financial 
.-statement explains ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I take food-stuff to mean rice. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : May I enquire whether the Advisory 
'Council which the Hon’ble Chief Minister has announced will include 
representatives of the Chambers of Commerce? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, it will. 

Procedure of putting motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The debate is over. Before I put the motions I should 
like fo tell the House the procedure that I shall follow. The House has 
seen that the original proposal ran in these words : “This Assembly do take 
into consideration the situatum in the province relating to the supply and 
distribution of food-stuffs, coal, kerosene oil and cloth.” The other two 
resolutions — I call them resolutions — were introduced by way of amend- 
ment. Strictly speaking — as I look at it — the original proposal was not a 
resolution which can be put to the vote of the House, but the amendments 
may be taken to be independent resolutions and as the last resolution, namely, 
that moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, has the widest scope and is in the 
nature of a censure motion on the Ministry, I propose to take that up first. 
If that is defeated, then I propose to take up the next amendment with this 
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alteration, namely, this Assembly declares its considered opinioh that the 
Government of Bengal should take immediate steps and so forth. That is 
the procedure that I propose to follow. 

The motion of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan by way of amendment that for the 
main motion the following be substituted, namely: — 

This Assembly is of opinion that Government have failed to tackle satis- 
factorily the problems of supply and distribution of food-stuff, kerosene oil 
and other necessities of life and is further of opinion that — 

(a) Government should take measures to secure adequate supply and 

equitable distribution of food-stuff anti other necessary commo- 
dities at reasonable prices; 

( b ) Government should take adequate measures to suppress the black 

market, hoarding, profiteering and other anti-social activities; 

(r) Government should take necessary measures to supplement the 
resources of the province by importing wheat, rice, cloth and 
other necessities of life; 

( d ) Government should adopt vigorous measures to grow more food 

within the province and encourage and grant, facilities in all 
possible manner to the agriculturists for this purpose; and 

(e) Government should co-operate with the principal political parties 

within the province in the above matters; 

was then put and a division called. 

(When the House was dividing for the purpose of recording its votes 
there was evidence of whipping within the Chamber.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. It appears that the honourable members 
are waiting in the House instead of going direct to the lobbies. I appeal to 
them all to go straight to the lobbies, for it is desirable that the voting 
should be finished as soon as possible. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : May I draw your attention, Sir, to 
the canvassing that, is going on on the other side? I suggest to you, Sir, 
to fix a time-limit within which members must leave the Chamber to record 
their votes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I allow five minuted time to the 
honourable members for going to the lobby to record their votes. After that 
I will not allow any more time. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I beg to draw your attention, Sir, to the 
canvassing that is going on in the House. Mr. Hasan Ali is canvassing. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the five minutes’ time given is 
now over. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not yet over. 

(After about one minute Mr. Speaker declared that the division was 

closed.) 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw your 
attention to the fact that after your declaration that the division was closed, 
several members belonging to the other side went to the division lobby and 
participated in the voting? Even the Chief Minister, Sir, was seen passing 
through the door to the division lobby after the division was closed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as the Chief Minister is concerned, I can definitely 
say that I saw him going to the division lobby long before I declared that 
the division was closed. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Apart from the Chief Minister, Sir, 
there were many other members including the whips of the Government 
Party who went to the lobby after the division was closed. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali , the statement you are 
now making is vague. After my declaration that the division was closed, 
I am sure no vote was recorded by any of the officers of the Assembly Depart- 
ment and consequently that question cannot possibly arise. 

The following in the result of the division : — 

AYE*— 7S. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim Vlkrampuri, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yed (Noakhali). 
Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abdulla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman, Slddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Rasohld Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Ratheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Fazl, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Masud, Kazi. 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Birkmyre, 8ir Henry, Bart. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. 

Fazlul Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymenslngh). 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Haflzuddln Choudhurl, Maulvi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 

Ispahan!. Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Jaebnuddln Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
McGregor, Mr. G. G. 


McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi (Tippera). 
Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 

Maniruddln Akhand, Maulvi. 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi M. 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur 
Dr. 8yed. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin Khwaja Sir, K. C.I.E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

8afiruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Sahebe-Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Slngha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Skipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Speller, Mr. J. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. $. 

Smyth Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Mr. 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. N., C.B.E. 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvk 
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AMuf Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 

Abdul Hamid 8hah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Meah). 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Maharaja 8ashi 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mymensingh. 
Ahmed Khaft, Mr. Syed. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha 
Hath. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, the Hon'ble Mr. Upendra Nath. 
Basu, the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. 

Das, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Golam Sarwar Hoeaini, Mr. Shah Syed. 
Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Alhadj. 
Habibullah, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Dacca. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hashem Ali Khan, the Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

The Ayes being 78, and the Noes 92. 
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Kablruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
8ytd. 

Khaitan, Mr. Dobl Prosad. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh. 

Maflzuddin Ahmed, Dr. (Bogra). 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maqbul Hosaln, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Dr. 8yamaprasad. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
8yed. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8olaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukerjea, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 
Musharruff Hossain, Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of Cossim- 
bazar. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sanker. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Kshirod Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Shamsuddln Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Ihe motion was lost. 


(As soon as the division result was announced there was table-thumping 
from the Coalition Benches and cries of “shame”, “shame” from the Opposi- 
tion Benches, and counter cries of “shame”, “shame” from Coalition 
Benches. ) 

Mr. 9PEAKER: It is extremely painful to me to see that both sides were 
uttering a word which I on the other day declared to be unparliamentary. I 
hope this sort of demonstration will never recur in this House. 

(Mr. Speaker then placed the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal before 
the House.) * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, having regard to the fact 
that many of these are very useful suggestions, I can announce that except 
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those minor details I am prepared to accept the operative part of the resolu- 
tion. viz., the principle laid down in Dr. Sanyal’s amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that this Assembly declares its 
considered opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate 
steps along lines indicated hereunder with a view to mobilise the best talents 
and resources of the province, irrespective of party considerations, for the 
purpose of effectively dealing with the situation — 

(i) a separate Department of Food and Essential Supplies should be * 
set up and placed under the charge of a Minister having no other 
major portfolio under his care; 

(w) the Minister in charge should be actively assisted in his duties by 
a Central Food and Supplies Committee composed as follows: — 

(a) eight members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly one each 

representing the major parties and groups in the Assembly ; 

(b) three members of the Bengal Legislative Council represent- 

ing different parties; 

(c) one member representing the Bengal Chamber of Commerce; 

(d) two members representing Indian Commercial Bodies, 

e.g., Bengal National, Indian, Muslim and Marwari 
Chambers of Commerce; 

(c) two experts of whom one must be an Indian; and 
(/) Minister in charge, as Chairman; 

(in) the Principal Officers entrusted with the carrying out of the policy 
determined by the Minister in charge, in consultation with the 
Central Food and Supplies Committee, should be Indians having 
intimate knowledge of the economic conditions and needs of the 
people of this province; 

(iv) People’ 8 Food Committees should be constituted in every district 

and in every ward of the city of Calcutta and the Suburban 
Municipalities with a view to mobilise public co-operation and 
support, for measure to maintain and distribute supplies properly; 

( v ) vigorous steps should be taken to encourage the production of more 

food in the province and to procure imports from outside ; and 

(vi) exports out of the province should be totally stopped for the present 

until surplus production is actually attained. 

was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 9-38 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 11th Maroh, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



1948*3 


II 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

TifF Assr.Mni.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the- 
11th March, 1948, at 3-4. r , p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Navnher Ali), in the Chair, 5 
Hon’ble Ministers and 194 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Levy of education cess in districts of Bengal. 

*120. Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing separately for the year 1941-42 — 

(a) the names of t lie districts in which education cess used to be 

levied ; 

(b) (1) the total amount collected as education cess from various 

districts, and (2) the total amount spent for t lie spread of primary 
education ; and 

(c) the nature in which the amounts were spent P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ (on behalf of the Minister in 
charge of the Education Department, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim): (tf) and (b) A statement is laid on the Table. 

( c ) The amounts were spent for carrying out the purposes of the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education Act, 1930, as laid down in section 38 of the Act. 


Statement referred to in reply to clauses (i) and (it) of starred question No. 120. 





Total amount 

Total amount 




collected as 

spent for the 


Name of the district in which educa- 

education cess 

spread of primary 


tion cess is levied. 


during 1941-42. 

education during 





1941-42. 




Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

1. 

Chittagong 


2,45,912 0 0 

3,99,765 0 0 

2. 

Noakhali 


1,91,930 6 0 

4,08,25 7 7 0 

3. 

Tippera 


2,54,652 0 0 

7,84,495 0 0 

4. 

Dacca 


3,50,278 11 11 

6,52,553 12 7 

5. 

Mymensingh 


5,62,926 0 0 

12,52,918 0 9 

6. 

Faridpur 


1,15,946 0 0 

2,11,716 0 0 

7. 

Bakargan j 


3,31,096 0 0 

3,74,825 0 0 

8. 

24-Parganas 


5,71,916 9 3 

3,22,376 6 0 

9. 

Nadia 


2,00,483 4 5 

1,30,484 5 3 

10. 

Murshidabad 


1,60,743 0 0 

93,644 0 0 

11. 

Pabna 


1,39,938 0 0 

2,40,770 6 0 

12. 

Jalpaiguri 


3,91,316 10 7 

3,29,744 0 3 

13. 

Rangpur 


1,71,421 8 0 

2,48,889 11 0 

14. 

Bogra 


1,90,624 0 9 

1,48,768 0 0 


(The Hon’ble the Chief Minister rose to answer the question*.) 
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Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, will it not be better if these questions 
are held over till tomorrow ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you so desire, and if the Chief Minister is also 
willing to do so, they may be held over for tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I might attempt to answer 
these questions. Because these questions relate to the Education Depart- 
ment I know something about them, and I hope I might be able to answer the 
supplementaries. 

Mr. Ml RZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state in how many districts, School Boards have already been established i 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Speaking from memory, up to 
now it will be 19 and cess has been imposed in 14 districts. 

Establishment of a District School Board at Rajshahi. 

*121. KAZI ABUL MA8UD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister iD 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the Rajshahi 
District Board has adopted a resolution accepting the scheme of the Govern- 
ment for the establishment of District School Board at Rajshahi? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons of delay in giving effect to that resolution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A K. FAZLUL HUQ (on behalf of the Hon’tle Khan 
Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): The District Board of Rajshahi passed a resolu- 
tion ut its meeting on the 22nd September, 1941, favouring the establish- 
ment of a School Board in the district with the simultaneous imposition 
of education cess. In view of the economic condition of the district then 
prevailing the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner were 
unable to support the resolution of the District Board. Government 
accepted the views of the local officers at the time and under existing con- 
ditions are not inclined to reconsider the matter. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for accepting the officials’ view in preference to 
the view of the District Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reasons are given in the 
answer. In view of the economic condition of the district then prevailing 
the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner were of different 
opinion. They thought that at the present time due to the economic dis- 
tress in the district the imposition of the education cess would cause 
hardship. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the members of the District Boards represent the public and so are in 
the better know of things than the officers? 

Tht Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most certainly. I entirely 

agree with you. 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government tried to ascertain the views of the public 
in the matter l 1 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may tell at once that so far 
as the public are concerned, they are most anxious to have not merely 
District School Boards but also this that cess should be imposed and Primary 
School Boards should be established. The matter has got to go through 
the Board of Revenue, and I am very sorry to say that sometimes they are 
obstructive. 

Baku NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are prepared to publish the respective views of the 
District Board and the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner 
when there is a divergence of opinion as Government have so very shabbily 
treated the opinion of the District Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think any useful pur- 
pose will be served by publishing the opinion the substance of this being 
that the District Board very strongly recommended that cess should be 
imposed. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : No, no 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Why do you say “No, no”. 
I say this from the papers. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: In view of the fact that the 
public is anxious to have the District School Board and cess, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government are prepared to 
reconsider their decision and establish the Board without delay? 

The Hon ’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I shall mention to the Minister 
in charge of the Education portfolio the view expressed by the honourable 
member now. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
how the economic condition prevailing in the district was bad? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou want details i It is said that the economic con- 
dition was bad: that is a fact. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Teg. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that you are entitled to have details. 


Admission of students in the First Year Overseer Class of Daoca Engineering 

School in 1842. 

•122. Mr. 4ATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will the Hon’ ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing separately the educational qualification and age 
of the (1) Hindu and (2) Muslim students who applied for admission in 
the First Year Overseer Class in the Dacca Engineering School in 1942. 

5 
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f (b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
age limit for admission? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the maximum age for admission ? 

(i d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of (1) Hindu and (2) Muslim students who are admitted 
in the abovementioned school in the First Year Overseer Class in 
1942; and 

(ii) the number of them that are of (1) Dacca University, 
(2) Calcutta University, and (3) other Universities. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur M. Abduil Karim): (a) A statement, showing the educational 
qualification and age of the Hindu and Muslim students who applied for 
admission, is laid on the Library Table. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) Ordinarily 19 years, but when a boy is better qualified or he comes 
from a backward area, he is taken in even if he is a little over 19. 

( d ) (i) Muslim — 72. 

Hindu — 60. 

Scheduled Caste — 4. 

Assam scholars — 4. 

(ii) Dacca Board — 39. 

Calcutta University — 99. 

Other Universities — 2. 

Rules regarding treatment of political security prisoners. 

•123. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of the 
rules regarding the treatment of — 

(t) political security prisoners; and 
(ii) political under- trial prisoners in the jails? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) when these rules were made; and 
(ii) by whom? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) I refer the honourable member to the Bengal 
Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, and Chapter XXVII of the Bengal Jail 
Code, seventh edition, copies of which are placed in the Library. 

(b) The Bengal Security Prisoners Rules were framed in 1940 by the 
Government of Bengal. 
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The Bengal Jail Code Rules were first published in 1864. There have 
been many editions since. The present edition was published in 1937 under 
the authority of the Government of Bengal. 

Babu NAGENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state under what authority he tan refer a member of this House to books 
lying in the Library which are not accessible either to him or to ourselves? 
As a matter of fact, Sir, the Security Prisoners’ Rules could not be had in 
the Library. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Babu NAGENORA NATH SEN: The Hon’ble Minister has referred us 
to some book which he says will be found in the Library. I want to know 
from the Hon’ble Minister what justification he has to refer us to books 
which may or may not be in the Library and which may be out to members 
of the Assembly or of ‘the Council and what justification he has to refer 
members to these books. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as 1 am aware, generally when any book is 
referred to or any publication is referred to, it is stated that it may be 
found in the Library Table. That is the usual practice ns far as I know 
pre 1 ^ ailing in this House. If your complaint is that questions should not 
be answered in this way, that is a complaint which I take note of and I 
shall see if your complaint is justified or not and anything can be done 
in the matter. 

Babu NAGENORA NATH 8EN: With due deference may I point out, 
Sir, that a similar question was put by me as well as by some other members 
and we were referred to the Bengal Security Prisoners’ Rules of 1940, and we 
were told that the book was in the Library. But as a matter of fact the 
book was not in the Library : the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister knows it. 
The question has been held over twice and it has not yet been fully answered. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will look into the matter. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to >iate whether the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, have since 
been revised by the present Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: There have been certain amend- 
ments. As I said the other day, the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules will 
be published in the Gazette and if any suggestions are made they will be 
considered and incorporated in the Rules. 

Rules for political prisoners. 

•124. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay oil the Table a copy of the 
latest rules for political prisoners showing separately those for 

(0 security prisoners, (ii) detenus under rule 129 of the Defence of 
India Rules, (Hi) convicts placed under different divisions, and 
(iv) undertrials, particularly those relating to — 

(1) Classification, (2) peimission to use own clothes, (3) bed- 
ding, (4) interviews, (5) letters, (6) allowances for food, 
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(7) washing soap, (8) toilet including hair oil, (9) tooth- 
brush and paste and soap, (10) clothes for summer and 
winter, and (11) food from outside? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the present policy of 
Government regarding — 

(i) the grant of family allowances to security prisoners or detenus who 

had been sole earning members of their families ; and 

(ii) the grant of permission and necessary facilities to political prison- 

ers (convicted, undertrial and security prisoners or detenus) to 
sit for University Examinations? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of — 

(i) the security prisoners and detenus who have applied for family 
allowances ; 

(ii) the number of them that have been granted the same; and 

(in) the number of them that have been granted family allowances 
exceeding Rs.25, Rs.50, and Rs.100 per month. 

(<I) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any amounts 
as family allowances have been granted to the members of the Legislature 
who are now security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) As regards security 
prisoners I refer the honourable member to the relevant provisions of the 
Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, a copy of which is placed in the 
Library. 

As regards detenus under rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules, 
convicts and undertrials, I refer the honourable member to Government 
Notification No. 84-H.J., dated the 11th January, 1940 (published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 25th January, 1940), and the relevant rules of the 
Bengal Jail Code, Volume I, seventh edition, a copy of w r hich is also in the 
Library. 

(b) (i) I refer the honourable member to the Government communique, 
dated the 12th September, 1942, a copy of which is laid on the Library 
Table. 

(ii) I refer the honourable member to rule 15 of the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules and Rule 654 of the Bengal Jail Code. 

(c) (0 756. 

(ii) 160. 

(Hi) 32, 3, nil. 

(d) No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the first answer 
regarding the applicability of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules in the 
matter of classification, etc., will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what steps have been taken to see that all jails follow the same standard 
in applying the Rules P 
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Th« Hon'ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I am not aware if there is any 
difference. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he is aware that in Barisal Jail — and this matter was brought to his 
personal knowledge — the jail authorities denied fresh fruits and fruits from 
outside being supplied to the prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that was so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he is aware that in no other jail including the Presidency and the Central 
Jails this prevention is imposed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, but if the 

honourable member wants me to look into the matter, I will do so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want to say, Sir, that ] do not like to 
ask questions beyond the Hon’ble Chief Minister's own personal knowledge. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 wanted to know if he is person- 
ally aware that great discrimination was being exercised in the Barisal 
Jail in the matter of supply of food, supply of clothings, pei mission for 
interviews, permission for writing letters and other conveniences provided 
under the Security Prisoners’ Rules? Is he aware that in the Barisal 
Jail complaints have been made to Government drawing attention to serious 
discrepancies being exercised in regard to these privileges although the 
Security Prisoners Rules do provide for them P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already answered in 
the affirmative. Y"es, it was brought to my notice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EH: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if an} action has been taken since the matter came to his notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, J asked the department 
to look into the matter. I think steps have been taken, but I do not know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (//)(/) 
relating to grant of family allowances to security prisoners, is Government 
aware that the communique referred to of the 12th September, 1942, is not 
being followed and so far earning members of families which are now* 
practically in destitute condition have not been granted family allowances 
although this is in the communique and is much trumpeted on the floor of 
the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have received memorials in 4 
or 5 cases. to this effect and the matter is being enquired into. I do not 
know what has happened, but I think the honourable member in correct 
in his statement of facts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c)(iii), w*hich 
relates to the amount of grants so far sanctioned, that 32 persons have been 
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given more than Rs. 25, 3 more than Rs. 50 and nobody above Rs. 100, 
will the Hon’ble Minister please state if out of this calculation one has 
to presume that all the rest, namely, 160 — 35 or 125 get less than Rs. 25? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not correct because I 
remember cases in which they have got as much as Rs. 75. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, it is stated here. Three persons 
get above Rs. 50, that is including Rs. 75 and only one person gets Rs. 75. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One or two, I do not know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May we enquire on what standard the 
actual amount is determined ? Is it on the basis of the previous earnings 
of the member interned or on the basis of the calculated cost of maintenance 
of the family that he has left over, or what is the basis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K„ FAZLUL HUQ: The same reasons do not hold 
good in each case. The matter G sent down for enquiry and report and 
the report recommends to (government certain amounts on a consideration 
of many of these factors, such as, whether he is the sole earning member 
or he is a member whose detention has affected the income of the family 
and various other things. It is very difficult for me to mention them offhand. 
There is not one rule for every case but different rules for different cases. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he is aware that great hardship is experienced by almost every 
family of detenus because of the extremely meagre allowance that is allowed 
in the case of those where allowance has been given ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is so in consequence of 
the present economic conditions. The rates that have been granted so far 
have not proved very satisfactory and in many cases we have increased the 
allowance that had been granted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Has the Government considered the 
desirability of including the dearness allowance or ol considering the present 
scale of prices of foodstuffs in fixing the allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Kt FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say exactly about 
dearness allowance, but some such relief measure is under consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
why is it that out of 756 applications so far received only 160 have been 
disposed of? What has happened to the rest and why such delay takes 
place ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reason is that in many cases 
the reports that come appear to me to be extremely perfunctory and I send 
down the reports for further enquiry. This takes some time. I am very 
sorry that the reports that come in the first instance are not at all satis- 
factory, they are very perfunctory. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of speeding up the disposal of applications for family allowance 
and of seeing that actual relief is given when allowance is granted and not 
mere paper relief :” 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL Huq: I shall most gladly bear this in 
mind. 


Proposal for Organising Home Guards in Bengal. 

*125. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state what is the present 
position of the proposal for organising Home Guards in Bengal, specially for 
the rural areas? 

(b) Was any scheme for Home Guards drawn up after consultation with 
certain leaders of public opinion, including the President of the Indian 
National Congress? 

(c) Was any scheme finally prepared and approved by the Council of 
Ministers, Bengal? 

((1) If the answers to (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy each of the said schemes? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons 
for the delay in or postponement of the organisation of Home Guards in 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ I (a) I refer the honourable 

member to — 

( ?: ) a statement which I issued to the Press on the 29th April, 1942. 

(n) my speech in this House at the commencement of the last session 
which will be found at pages 42-48 of the Assembly Proceedings, 
Volume LXIII, No. I. 

(m) a statement of progress recently published in the press; a copy of 
Bengal Weekly containing this, dated the 15th February, 1943, 
is placed in the Library. 

(b) to (d) Leaders of political parties including the President of the 
Congress were consulted during the early part of last year and a scheme was 
drawn up thereafter which is still under consideration of Government. 

(e'> In view of the answers given, does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The state- 
ment was sent to the press but here the practice has hitherto been either 
to place it pn the Library Table or actually to append it to the answer 
concerned. I cannot be requested to look up the press and find out where 
it lies. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that ought not to be done. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think in that case this ques- 
tion may be held over for the present. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Appointment of Chairman of the Bankura District Board. 

*126. Khan Bahadur Dr. 8YED MOHAMMED SIDDIQUE: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Ministei in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department be pleased to state whether Government are contemplating 
appointment of the present Sadar Subdivisional Officer to the Chairmanship 
of the Bankura District Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware of a feeling existing amongst the 
inhabitants of Vishnupur subdivision of Bankura district over the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. 8antoeh Kumar Basw): 

No. 


Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how the administration of the District Board of Bankura 
is being run when there is no Chairman? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: There is a Vice-Chairman. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state that the last Chairman was removed by the 
present Ministry from his office as Chairman because he was a stalwart 
Muslim Leaguer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 6ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I wish my friend had not 
put this question. The Chairman was removed because of his persistent 
neglect of duty and incompetence. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMlMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if be is aware of the fact that the Vice-Chairman is not 
empowered under the rules to sanction travelling allowances and to perform 
other duties including prosecution under the Food Adulteration Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: It may be so, but no such 
difficulty has been reported to me as yet so far as the Bankura District Board 
is concerned. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM? Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether this relates to the first part of the question or the second part or 
both? 


The Honble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Both. 
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“Crow More Food” campaign. 

•127. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleaded to state the measures so 
far taken by Government to implement the '‘Grow More Food” campaign 
inaugurated by the Government of India? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there has been a fall in acreage 
under the cultivation of rice in Bengal this year in spite of ‘‘Grow More 
Food Campaign”? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability — 

(i) of carrying on the propaganda work in the rural centres, and 

(ii) of supplying manures and better seeds to the cultivators cither free 

of all charge or at nominal prices? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan): (a) Schemes were 
undertaken for securing increased ureas under Departmental recommenda- 
tions, e.g., paddy, pulses, oilseed, potatoes ami English vegetables and 
considerable extensions were effected. Intensive propaganda by posters, 
slogans, leaflets, talks in village hats was carried out by all Government 
machineries. In practically every area in the Province the drive tor more 
food was intensified, more particularly in areas where lands were icleased 
from jute. Agricultural loans to the amount of over 7 lakhs of rupees have 
been distributed to further the cause of increased food production. 

(b) No. Only compared with the preceding season (1941-42), there was a 
fall in acreage but the acreage is considerably higher than in any of the 
preceding 8 years since 1 933-34. 

(c) Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to answer (a), namely, 
that schemes ^ere undertaken for securing increased areas under depart- 
mental recommendations, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
respectively the expansions effected in the cultivation of the commodities 
mentioned, namely, paddy, pulses, oil-seeds, etc., under each head, the 
acreage that was previously under cultivation and the acreage that followed 
after the introduction of the ‘‘grow more food” campaign? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I ask for 

notice. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
contrary to what is stated that considerable extensions were effected the 
acreage under paddy has actually decreased compared to that of the previous 
year ? 

The HoA’Me Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Mv reply ii, 
no, but only compared with the preceding season (1941-42) there was a fall 
in acreage hut the acreage is considerably higher than any of the preceding 
eight years? 
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Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that potato seeds which were supplied for the next 
potato cultivation was found to be rotten and that therefore they could not 
be utilised P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Not the 

entire quantity but some of them was rotten. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: What was the loss incurred by Government 
on account of the purchase of rotten potato seeds ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have no 
information. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: With reference to the fall in acreage 
in answer (£»), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that that fall is due to the fact that cultivators in rural areas could not 
be properly supplied with seeds for cultivation ? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No, Sir, It 
is not so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the campaign of 
intensive propaganda carried on by posters, slogans, leaflets, talks in village 
hats, etc., will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount of money 
spent under each of these respective heads and the agency or agencies 
through which the amounts have been spent ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I want 
notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware of any detail by which one can get an idea whether 
the amount has been properly spent or not? Has he seen the file? Has (he 
enquired into the question? Has he enquired what is happening with this 
money ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As I have 
already stated, without notice I can say nothing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Without notice the Hon’ble Minister 
cannot say whether he has seen the file or not ! 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, it is no use quarrelling with the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that no attempt has yet been made to bring into 
cultivation eulturable but fallow lands? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes; attempts 
have been made and about one lakh of acres has been brought under culti- 
vation by irrigation in the districts of Bankura and Birbhum and recently 
we are going to adopt another scheme for baring 100 wells for irrigation in 
connection with the cultivation of rabi crops. 



1948.] 


QUESTIONS. 


73 


Babu MAOHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the reason for the fall in acreage this year? 

The Hoft’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: In the 

current year in comparison to last year there was a fall which was due to 
the fact that due to drought some lands could not be brought under cultiva- 
tion and some lands which were to be brought under cultivation could not 
be cultivated on account of heavy rains. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state 
whether it is a tact *hat most of the paddy seeds which were supplied were 
had and were used for consumption instead of for sowing? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Whether 
they used it for consumption or not I cannot say. I have not received any 
complaints whatsoever as to whether it was bad or not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state it he is aware that on account of the high prices of foodstuffs now 
prevailing agriculturists are making the best possible attempts to improve 
cultivation and increasing the acreage under cultivation in spite of Govern- 
ment propaganda which has been completely wasteful? 

The Hon’bls Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I do not 

admit that Government propaganda was completely wasteful hut I believe 
that every cultivator has felt that he should bring every acre of his land 
under cultivation. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state what is the number of acres by which the ac reage fell in the year under 
consideration oq account of the “Grow More Food” campaign of Govern- 
ment ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I do not 

admit that this fall was due to the propaganda of Government to grow more 
food. As regards the actual fall in acreage I ask for notice. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to the 
admission just now made that rotten potatoes were distributed, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what action Government contemplate to 
take by way of giving relief to the cultivators for exemption from payment 
of the price of the rotten potato seeds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have not 
said that rotten potatoes were supplied. We have heard that the potatoes 
became rotten while on transit. Personally I have received no petition ask- 
ing the Government to compensate for any loss. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge be 
pleased to state what was the agency through which the paddy seeds were 
bought and supplied? I would like to know the name of the agent. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I want 
notice. 
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Mr. 6YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Khan Sahib Waheeduzzaman, who has just been elected with the sup- 
port of the Coalition Party, was not one of the agents for buying and sup- 
plying paddy seeds ? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA&HEM ALI KHAN: I have 
already submitted that the papers before me do not show the names of any 
contractors. Without notice I cannot supply the information. I was not 
in charge at the time. So from my personal knowledge I cannot say any- 
thing. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that petitions for 
relief are sent to the District Officials and they taboo them and never for- 
ward them to the Minister? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA&HEM ALI KHAN: I do not 

know. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the campaign is still being carried on, and, if so, whether the 
distribution of aus seeds has already commenced ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Yes, the 
campaign is still going on most vigorously. As for the distribution of aus 
seeds, I have already asked the Director of Agriculture to supply seeds as 
demanded by different District Officers. Now, I have received the report 
that aus paddy seeds are not available because in most of the districts in 
North Bengal the aus crop failed entirely and the small quantity of aus 
paddy which they have got they are consuming. So it is very difficult for 
me 1 3 get aus seeds for the current year. However, the department has 
been asked and is doing its best to secure and procure from any place, and 
whatever quantity will be available will be distributed. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the Government applied its mind to this question, viz., the 
necessity of supplying avs seeds to the cultivators? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA&HEM ALI KHAN: For myself 
as soon as 1 took over charge of this department, z.c., in the beginning of 
February, within a day or two I had a discussion with the Director of Agri- 
culture and I told him that the season for sowing aus seeds was coming and 
asked him to make arrangements. Decently I learnt that seeds are not 
available in large quantities, but whatever quantity is available is going to 
be distributed. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether in some parts of Bengal the aus paddy has already been sown ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Might be. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what amount of money has been set apart for buying aus 
paddy seeds in the current year? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA9HEM ALI KHAN: It is not a 

question of money. Whatever amount is required for distribution of aus 
seeds for the purpose of “Grow More Food” campaign, Government will not 
grudge to spend it. 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Agriculture Department has said that they are not 
able to buy paddy seeds for want of shortage as well as for want of money P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I do not 

know. If my honourable friend had any personal talk with the Director I 
do not know about that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the total quantity the Director of Agriculture has so far purchased and 
proposes to purchase in the current season, and he proposes to distribute, 
and at what price? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I have called 
for figures from him and expect to get them in two or three days. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether, in addition to English vegetable seeds, agriculturists are 
being supplied with seeds of country vegetables? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As far as 

my knowledge goes, country vegetable seeds are available everywhere, in 
every district and in every village. I do not think that cultivators would 
suffer for want of country vegetable seeds, and if English seeds are required 
and the agriculturists have not got them, we supply them. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
there are better varieties of Indian vegetables in some parts of the country 
than in others? For example, data — Katwa data — is best in West Bengal 
and not in East Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM 1 ALI KHAN: If East 
Bengal wants Katwa data, Government will be prepared to supply seeds of 
the same. I do not know whether the soil of East Bengal will be suitable 
for Katwa data. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when was the sum mentioned in answer (a) distributed as agricultural loan? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: L ast year 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to men- 
tion the districts which were the recipients of this loan? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Most 
of the districts of Bengal. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this year also Government have established any agency 
in order to buy paddy seeds ? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: No agency 
has yet been established within my knowledge. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Director of Agriculture himself is an illusive person, 
and whether it is a fact that he cannot be met anywhere in Bengal when 
required ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I do not 

know whether he is an illusive person or not. If my friend wants to meet 
him he can do so at Dacca. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Jute Advisory Board. 

37. Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the dates fixed by the Government for submission of the advice of 

the Jute Advisory Board to the Government with respect to the 
jute quota of 1941, 1942 and 1943; 

(b) the dates of the meetings of the Jute Advisory Board for the deter- 

mination of jute quota of 1941 and 1942; 

(c) the dates of the communication of the decision of the Board to the 

Government for the years 1941 and 1942; 

(< d ) the dates of the meetings of the Jute Advisory Board for the deter- 
mination of the jute quota of 1943; 

(e) the date of communication of the decision of the Board to the 
Government; and 

(/) the dates of the publication of the notification under section 9 of the 
Jute Regulation Act, 1940, embodying therein the decision of the 
Government with respect to the jute quota of 1941, 1942 and 1943 P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: A statement 
is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to unstarred question No. 37. 
The various dates required are given below in tabular form: — 


Meeting of Advisory Board 

Date for communication 
of decision. 

Decision communicated to 
Government. 

Date of notification of 
Government’s decision 
in Gazette. 


For the crop of— 


1941. 1942. 1943. 

23rd September, 23rd September, 6th October 

1940. 1941. 1942. 

30th September, 24th September, 7th October, 

1940. 1941. 1942. 

23rd September, 23rd September, Ditto. 

1940. 1941. 

26th September, 1st December, 12th February, 
1940. 1941. 1943. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for the unusual delay in publishing- the gazette 
.notification regarding the Government decision after they had received a 
communication from the Advisory Board in the year 1943 ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: After we 
received the report from the Advisory Board, the matter was under the 
consideration of the Government of Bengal as well as the Central Govern- 
ment as well as His Majesty’s Government in England. There were great 
controversies over the figures supplied by the Government of Bengal, 
Central Government and His Majesty’s Government. The matters were 
repeatedly referred to the Central Government for its opinion as well as His 
Majesty’s Government in England. That took about two months’ time, 
and in the meantime we had several Cabinet meetings and we could not 
come to a decision on account of these anomalies in the different reports. 
Ultimately when the Government of India agreed with the Government 
of Bengal, we came to this decision. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the recommendation of the Advisory Committee with 
reference to the fixation of acreage? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The 

majority \iew was four annas and there was another view — one-third. 

MaLlvi ABU H OSSA IN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state clearly why then eight annas of the recorded land was fixed this 
year ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, after 
taking the figures and statistics of preceding years, the Government 
thought that in the coming year for annual consumption within India as 
well as outside India, we required eighty-five lakhs of bales normally, and 
that quantity could be grown on an eight annas acreage and not on less. 
In consideration of tihe favourable turn the war has taken now, we expect 
that we will receive greater facilities for transport, and we hope and 
believe that America and other countries will also place orders with the 
Government of Bengal for jute. So there will be a greater demand for 
jute in the coming year and as I have already submitted on less than 8 
annas acreage we cannot expect these 85 lakhs of bales. So, considering 
all these facts this has been adopted by the Government of Bengal this 
year. Of course this 8 annas is the maximum fixed by Government. It 
does not mean that each and every cultivator would be compelled to grow 
jute on 8 annas acreage. If he likes he need not grow jute at all. Nobody 
will enforce him and nobody will take him to task for that. If he likes he 
can go to the extent of 8 annas acreage, or he can grow jute on 4 annas or 
even 3 annas. At the same time, we are appealing to the people, we are 
making vigorous propaganda asking them to gTow more food crop than jute. 
Instead of wasting time by putting questions I would request my honourable 
friends, members o* this House as also of the other House, to take up this 
matter with the people vigorously. 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a reply to the question or a 
speech P 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I think the Hon’ble Minister ought not to have said all 
that. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the basis of his information that America and other foreign 
countries will place heavy orders for juteP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Our advisers 
say that and we accept that. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state clearly whether the jute inillowners and other organisations dealing 
with jute put any pressure upon Government P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No; far from 

that. They did not put any pressure. As I have already said, 8 annas is 
the maximum A cultivator can grow jute on 4 annas acreage or if he likes 
he may not grow jute at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are cross-examining your own Minister? 
( Laughter. ) 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether 8 annas acreage is consistent with the “Grow More Food” 
campaign ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that the Indian Jute Mills Association considered that 10 annas 
was necessary for jute? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Yes. The 
Indian Jute Mills Association insisted on 12 annas and then they came down 
to 10 annas, but we did not accept that. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the recommendation of the members of the Jute Mills Asso- 
ciation on the Jute Advisory Committee? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: There also 
they pressed for 10 annas I think. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did not the Hon’bte Minister state at an 
earlier stage that there were two views expressed by the Association, one 
being that the quota should be 4 annas and the other being that the quota 
should be one-third P There was no mention of 10 annas. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: That relates 
to the Indian members. Some said 4 annas and some said 5 annas. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IODIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to 'state whether the decision of an 8 annas quota was taken in Calcutta or 
imposed upon the Bengal Government by the Government of India? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The decision 
was taken in Calcutta by the Bengal Government and not under any pressure 
or influence from the Government of India. Rather the Government of 
India gave us a free hand in the matter. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what do the Government expect to be the surplus for the current yearP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Off-hand I 
cannot say. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the visit of a Minister and the Chairman of a certain Jute 
Association to Delhi was intended for fixation of the acreage or for some 
other object? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too vague a question. 


Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I purposely avoided the mentioning 
of names. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You may state the approximate time or something like 
that when a certain Minister or the Minister in charge of the department 
went Otherwise it is too vague. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, the Minister and the Chairman 
of a Jute Association visited Delhi in connection with the jute problem of 
Bengal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that a fact? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQV. What I want to know is whether it 
was to fix the acreage or for some other aspect of the jute problem. Why 
did they go to Delhi? 

Mr. SPEAKER : You have assumed that a certain Minister and the 
Chairman of a certain Jute Mill Association went to Delhi in connection 
with something relating to jute, and your questionUhen is whether it was 
for fixation of acreage or for some other purpose. First put the first part of 
the question, make it a little bit definite and then you can put the second 
part. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: You can nut it in the best way you 
like it, Sir,’ — the first part of the question please. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I heard that 
the then Minister in charge of Agriculture went to Delhi, bat for what 
purpose I do not know. 

* 
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Mr. A* F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state it the 
estimate of 85 lakhs of bales for an 8 annas acreage includes any increased 
demand which would arise in the event of termination of the war? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No; ordinary 
ooneumption. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he has taken legal opinion as to the feasibility of prosecut- 
ing these gentlemen who want to have more acreage for jute when the people 
are dying for want of rice P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the recommendation of the Jute Advisory Committee on this 
matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has been answered several times. 

Food situation. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : Sir, I want to make a small submission. 
Yesterday evening the Chief Minister was pleased to say to this House 
that he would, on behalf of Government, issue a statement 

Held-over questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Let us finish something else and then 
you can make your submission. 

It is known to this House that a large number of questions to be answer- 
ed by the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca have been held over. We were 
assured that those questions would be answered at the rate of ten questions 
on each day. Today also the Nawab Bahadur is absent. (A voice: Is he 
ill?) T do not know that, but I would like to know from the Chief Minister 
what he proposes to do with regard to those questions — whether these ques- 
tions should be held over for another length of time or some other Minister 
would answer those questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Today, Sir, he was suddenly 
taken ill, and although I have got the papers here I have not been able to 
make any arrangement. From tomorrow, Sir, some arrangement will be 
made, but the accumulation is so heavy that it requires the attention of one 
Minister fully. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Unfortunately, the formality of 
Ministers continues. The Chief Minister will, I hope, follow the parlia- 
mentary practice of another Minister or perhaps the Parliamentary Secretary 
answering the questions for the Minister. 

The HofPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: From tomorrow some arrange- 
ment will be made. 
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Food situation. 

Mr. M. A. H. 18 PAHANI: Sir, the Chief Minister was pleased to assure 
the House yesterday that he would by noon today (A voice: By 1 p.m. 
today) — yes, by 1 p.m. today, issue a statement on behalf of his Government 
on the policy that the Government of Bengal hope to adopt in the matter of 
food shortage in the province. Now, Sir, I went to the News Agency 20 
minutes before and enquired of them whether they had received any such 
statement from the Chief Minister and I was told that no statement had 
come. Is this, Sir, one of the many assurances that the Chief Minister has 
been giving to the House from day to day? 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: It will be better to enquire of the Chief Minister. 

Mr. M. A. H. I 8 PAHANI: Yes, Sir, I am enquiring of him through you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 made that statement 
yesterday, but although I gave that assurance 1 did not get the votes of my 
honourable friends. Nevertheless I have made good my promise. I did not 
say that I would make a statement to the House. 1 said that a decision 
would be arrived at by noon today and published. A decision has been 
arrived at and a statement has been sent to the Press by the Government. 


DEMAND 8 FOR CRANT 8 . 

27 — Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Hs. 75,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Administra- 
tion of Justice”. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
oi Ks. 75, 12, IKK) for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the persecution of 
Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors belonging to the Muslim 
League. I raise this question not because we have been intimidated by 
Government nor because our position has been weakened in any way by the 
systematic manner in which all Muslim Leaguers are being oppressed, 
harassed and persecuted in this province. It is not also our intention to 
seek Government patronage or favour, far be it from our mind. We on the 
other hand welcome the wrath of Government because it only serves to 
strengthen our morale and temper our steel. Therefore, no amount of 
oppression can weaken our allegiance to the only national organisation which 
can deliver the goods to the Muslims of this vast sub-continent. No amount 
of temptation or allurement can make us swerve an inch from the path we 
have chosen. If in this process we are called upon to make any sacrifice of 
position, of power, of office, or of life itself, we are fully prepared to make 
that most cheerfully. The purport of my motion, therefore, is to raise a 
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very important constitutional and political issue. Under the Government 
of India Act, Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders have been 
permitted to oiler themselves for elections to and become members of the 
Legislature and thus they retain the non -official character of these posts. 
It is therefore natural for Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders to 
affiliate themselves to some political party or other. In the circumstances, 
decency and fairness demand that such persons should be immune from 
harassment and persecution for their political allegiance or belief. But the 
present Ministry in complete disregard of such decency and scruple has been 
utilising its power and position in persecuting such Government Pleaders, 
Public Prosecutors and other pleaders in the panel of Assistant Public 
Prosecutors as owe allegiance to the Muslim League. 

Sir, I shall cite a few instances in support of my case. Mr. Abdul Majid 
Chaudhury, Government Pleader of Lakshmipur, has been removed from 
office because he owes allegiance to the Muslim League and abstained from 
rendering his services by refusing to organise a reception for the Ministers 
during their visit to the district. 

Then, Sir, I shall refer to the case of Mr. Kader Ruk.sk, a member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, who has been re-elected today. In Balurghat, 
acts of violence were committed after the 8th of August resolution and 
hundreds of persons were arrested and investigation went on for months. 
Mr. Kader Buksh who was in charge as Public Prosecutor studied the cases 
and recommended the charge-sheets to be drawn up. Several persons were 
accordingly sent up for trial by Special Magistrate. And then to the 
surprise of everybody it was found that Government had superseded his 
claim and made over the cases to a much junior Public Prosecutor of a 
diffeient district who had been appointed on a fee of Rs. 7o per diem whereas 
Mr. Kader Buksh had been given a fee of Rs. 2o per diem. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Is he of Bogra? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Yes. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Is he a relation of yours P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, he is a relation of the Nawab 
Bahadur, of Dacca. 

Sir, the cases are expected to last for several months, for at least six 
months. Previously Mr. Kader Buksh had conducted all cases under the 
Defence of India Rules, every one of which had ended in conviction. There 
was therefore no reason for removing Mr. Kader Buksh apart from the fact 
that he belonged to the Muslim League Parliamentary Party. 

Sir, another case is of Khan Bahadur Abdul Goffran, Public Prosecutor 
of Noakhali. He was served with a notice to show cause why he should not 
be removed from office. His offence was that he simply abstained from 
attending a darhar held by the Ministers during their visit to that district. 
This matter was strongly agitated upon and fortunately further proceedings 
ware dropped. 
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Then I come to my own district. Here the Public Prosecutor has taken 
leave for several months. Two seniormost pleaders on the panel are Muslim 
Leaguers. It is therefore ‘surprising that the Government Pleader has been 
appointed to officiate as Public Prosecutor in addition to his own duties in 
supersession of the claims of the Assistant Public Prosecutors both of whom 
had previously very successfully held charge. Here the Government Pleader 
has had no practice in criminal cases and yet in order to keep the Muslim 
League lawyers out Government has appointed a lawyer with only civil 
practice to conduct criminal .cases. 

Sir, all these instances go to show that Government has interfered with 
the constitutional rights of the people for the Government of India Act never 
contemplated penalising a non-official lawyer for his political belief and 
allegiance. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to t he acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 75,12,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on the deterioration in the 
respect commanded by the High Court Judges in the Province of Bengal due 
to Arious reasons. 

Sir, I have a certain amount of hesitation in moving this motion. That 
is for obvious reasons. We who have had from our early boyhood some 
little training to respect law consider the rule of law to be in such a high 
pedestal that it is not easily that we are compelled to challenge the position 
of the highest judicial institution in the province. In spite of that hesita- 
tion, I feel it my public duh, Sir, to bring to the notice of Government how 
the public generally are feeling now about the highest Court of Judicature 
in this Province of Bengal, and I hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge will take due notice of the same. 

SiT, there was a time when the High Court of Judicature in the Province 
of Bengal was held in the highest esteem not only in the whole of India 
but in the whole of the world where English Jurisprudence was followed. 
There were also eminent Judges like Sir Lawrence Jenkins and Sir Lancelot 
Sanderson who had kept up the traditions of their eminent predecessors and 
even within our living memory we remember how High Court Judges dis- 
dained even to accept tea party invitations from officials of Government^- 
even from the Governor of Bengal. They maintained the tradition of 
absolute impartiality and complete freedom from influence of the Executive. 
They studied law and applied legal maxims to the benefit of the people 
irrespective of their colour, their community or their political feelings and 
inclinations and w r e have had eminent Judges delivering judgments that have 
for generations to come remained as the Magna Carta of the people. But in 
spite of all this, Sir, today, I humbly submit, the position of the High Court 
in Calcutta has gone down very low in the esteem of the people and it has 
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gone down due to various reasons. It is not for me to state specifically 
instances of maladministration in the High Court because possibly that 
would neither be desirable nor in keeping with 'the dignity of this House 
but, Sir, I can, with all the emphasis that I can command, state definitely 
that it is the general feeling all over Bengal that the High Court today 
stands very much lower in the esteem of the people than in what the High 
Court of the past used to stand. Sir, from the time the administration was 
taken over by the present Chief Justice this has been the case and why has 
it been so? As I have been able to gather, Sir, there are three important 
reasons. The first is that in the selection of Judges considerations other 
than absolute efficiency do come in. As you may be aware, we have got in 
the selection of Judges two panels from which selections are made. One is 
selections from the local Bar, either from the Bai Association or the Bar 
Library, and the other is throgh the import of Judges from abroad. For the 
last few years, Sir, we have noticed that invariably the selection from the 
Bar has yielded very good results. We have now in the High Court eminent 
Bengali Judges like Mr. Justice Roopendra Coomar Mitter, Mr. Justice Cham 
Chandra Biswas, Mr. Justice Radha Binode Pal, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It would be better, Dr. Sanyal, not to 
name Higli Court Judges in our debates. 

Dr. N ALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, there were eminent Muham- 
madan Judges like Mr. Justice Ameer Ali and Mr. Justice Nasim Ali. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l)r. Sanyal. you are again mentioning the names of tlie 
High ( 'ourt Judges which you cannot do. For the purpose of this discussion 
it is not at all necessary to name any of the High Court Judges. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, there is no denying the fact that 
there are eminent Hindu and Muslim Judges who have been selected from 
the panel of the Bar Association or from the Bar Library but those who have 
been brought down from the home of the Britishers have invariably been 
found wanting, and that is a matter which has got to he seriously looked 
into. It may be that the right type of men are not coming from England, 
And if that is so, it is no use trying to get High Court Judges imported from 
England any more and it is time that the present policy should be entirely 
changed . 

The second reason for the deterioration, as I find, is that the present Chief 
Justice does not take into confidence the three different sections of the legal 
profession, namely, the Bar Library, the Bar Association and the Solicitors’ 
Association in important matters of administration. In fact, Sir, the 
present Chief Justice sometimes overrules even the united wishes expressed 
by all the associations in the matter of hours of sitting, in the matter of 
vacations, and the like. So far as the hours of sitting, namely, from 
10-30 a.m. to 4 p.m., are concerned, all the legal associations and the 
representatives of the litigants prayed that if the High Court sat at 11 a.m. 
it would be most convenient for all. But the Chief Justice ruled otherwise. 
With regard to the long vacation, namely, the Puja Vacation, which is 
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considered as an important vacation by tbe Hindus and which is also 
necessary for refreshing or renovating the health of some of the High Court 
Judges, the vacation invariably begins towards the end of August — whether 
the Durga Puja or the Muharrum comes along in October or September does 
not matter, — just because certain individual European Judges will have to 
go on leave to Britain and therefore they want the vacation to commence so 
early as August. This is a system which must be changed. Sir. 

Sir, the third important point is that in the framing also of rules of 
procedure in the Original and Appellate Sides due consideration is not shown 
to the opinion of the members of the three branches of the legal profession 

Then there is the fourth and the most important reason for deterioration 
in this respect, namely, that the High Court has been found to be subservient 
to the Executive of the province. This is a matter which is very serious and 
this is evident from the recent selection of one of the High Court Judges for 
the post of Director of Civil Supplies of which mention was made a few days 
ago. It could not possibly have been done under the regime of any other 
Chief Justice than the present Chief Justice of Bengal. No Chief Justice 
under the old regime would have agreed to this and no Judge would have 
cared to come to serve in a job although he might have got a little increased 
allowance thereby. Under the circumstances, I feel that it is high time 
that the Ministn should apply their mind and the Government of Bengal 
should apply their mind a.> to how to improve the morale of the High Court 
and to establish the confidence of the people in the citadel of justice to which 
we look up to as the custodian of the civil liberties of the people and for the 
administration of justice unimpaired by any executive interference. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may inform you that the names of the Hon’ble Judges 
of the High Court uttered b\ you will he expunged from the proceedings. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Under which rule, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: l)r. Sain al, you can well understand that it is very 
desirable that the names of the High Court Judges should not be brought in 
in our discussion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think you cannot 
expunge anything from the proceedings unless you are specifically empowered 
to do so under the rules. After all, the Speaker has also to follow the rules, 
and if you point out the rule to me, Sir, I shall submit; if not, I will not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But it is not at all desirable that any distinction should 
be made between a Judge and a Judge of the High Court. You name certain 
Hon’ble Judges as very eminent implying thereby that there are several 
others who pre not so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Of course, I do, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is better therefore that the names should be 

expunged. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is my privilege, Sir, as a member of 
this Assembly to have freedom of speech in this House and I enjoy complete 
immunity. Therefore, Sir, I will not agree to your suggestion about the 
desirability or otherwise of naming the High Court Judges. If you can show 
me any relevant rule, I will submit; otherwise you cannot deny me the 
privilege I enjoy under the Government of India Act as a member of this 
House. Even the Speaker, Sir, has got to follow the rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I took it, Dr. Sanyal, that when I said in the midst of 
your speech that it was not desirable to name the High Court Judges you 
desisted from uttering the names and that is why I took it that you had 
agreed to my suggestion but if you just object to that, I will look into the 
matter very carefully and let the House know tomorrow whether the names 
uttered by you should be deleted or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, no expunction can be done without 
the permission of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I promise to look into the matter and give my ruling 
tomorrow. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 75,12,000 under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion, Sir, with a view to raising a discussion on the delay 
in making two Muslim appointments as District Judge which was advertised 
so far back as 1940. Sir, I know that the claim which I am making on 
behalf of the Muslim community will not receive due consideration in the 
hands of the present Ministry, but still I think it my duty to say a few words 
about the grievances of the Muslims in the matter of appointment as District 
and Sessions Judge. There are, Sir, 17 listed posts in the Judicial Depart- 
ment, of which only one is now being held by a Muslim. Sir, even in this 
miserable state of affairs the old Ministry, where Muslims predominated, 
thought it their duty to take two Muslim District Judges and advertised for 
the same so far back as 1940. Unfortunately, Sir, that Ministry went out 
of office for reasons which I do not like to discuss here, before they could 
make the appointments, and the present Ministry came into power. We all 
know the way in which this Ministry is dealing with rights and interests of 
the Muslims in all aspects and in various fields. 

We have seen, Sir, how this Ministry has superseded the claims of the 
Muslims in the matter of appointment in all branches of the Civil Defence 
Department. We know that their rightful claims have been ignored by the 
Ministry and they have been deprived of their legitimate share in the affairs 
of the Civil Defence Department. We know that this Ministry even flouting 
the opinion of the Communal Ratio Officer has thrown many poets recom- 
mended by that officer to be reserved for the Muslims open to all irrespective 
of communities. We all know, Sir, how this Ministry in matters of promo- 
tion in almost all departments superseding the claims of desirable Muslims 
are filling up posts by Hindus — not better qualified. In spite of knowing 
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all these thing’s I am bringing this motion before the House only to draw 
the attention of the members of this House as well as members of the public, 
though I know this Ministry cares very little for public opinion. Though 
the posts were advertised so far back as in the year 1940, they have not yet 
seen their way in making the appointments. They are deferring it and I do 
not know how long they will defer it. When the posts have been advertised 
it is an easy matter to fill up the vacancies. The rule is very clear. There 
is a clear provision in the Government of India Act. I refer to the relevant 
section — section 254. Therein it is laid down, “Appointments of persons to 
be, and the posting and promotion of, district judges in any Province shall 
be made by the Governor of the Province, exercising his individual judgment, 
and the High Court shall be consulted before a recommendation as to the 
making of any such appointment is submitted to the Governor.” Applica- 
tions were received which were duly forwarded to the High Court and I 
understand the Hon’ble High Court made their recommendation, and I do 
not see any reason why the appointments are being held over. At the same 
time for the last two years these two vacancies, which are reserved for 
Muslims, are being occupied by caste Hindus, and I submit that all these 
two years Muslims have been deprived of these posts and the Ministry has 
failed to take any action. I now understand that the Ministry is trying to 
'tackle the matter in such a way that the rightful claims of the Mussulmans 
ire being denied. The present Ministry is doing something to deprive the 
Muslims of these posts which the past Ministry had kept reserved for Muslims. 

Sir, I submit that the Ministry, if it so desires, can do anything it likes r 
because it is in power, but a day will come when it will have to explain its 
conduct before the public. I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to think over 
the matter seriously and see that these two posts be immediately filled up 
by competent Muslims from among those persons who have already been 
J ccommended by the Hon’hle High Court. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 support the motion 
moved by my honourable friend Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad. He 
explained the circumstances under which it was decided by Government to 
appoint two Muslim District Judges. The decision was taken about two 
years ago and as far as I remember the posts were advertised about a year 
and a half ago. I want to know from the Government why the vacancies 
have not yet been filled up; why they are sitting over the matter for all this 
tune — a year and a half. What is the reason? Sir, the Muslim community 
bns been suffering in various ways at the hands of the present Government 
m various branches of the public service. The Muslims are not getting 
appointments according to the Service Ratio Rules. The rules are being 
abused to deprive the Muslim community of their proper quota. But in this 
r ‘ ase it was definitely decided that two Muslim District Judges would be 
appointed. Do they mean to say that competent Muslims are not available 
ln whole of Bengal who can be appointed as District Judges? Are there 
not competent lawyers both in the High Court and in the mufassal court# 
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who can fill these posts with dignity and honour? In spite of this, what 
is the reason why these posts have not yet been filled up? This is the 
'question I ask the Government to answer. 

Mat! I vi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to support the 
motion just now moved by Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad. So far as the 
two District Judges are concerned representations were made to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for appointing Muslim District Judges because there was 
paucity of Muslim Judges in the cadre. Out of 84 District Judges 
there were only two Muslim Judges. So, to remove this paucity in the 
cadre of District Judges representations were made from Bar Library and 
fiom the Muslim representative bodies and in response to the representations 
made by the various associations of the Muslims Government some two years 
back made a definite promise and there was a decision by the Government 
for appointing two Muslim District Judges. After that applications were 
asked for and the High Court and the Public Service Commission were con- 
sulted and recommendations were made both by the Public Service Commis- 
sion as well as by the High Court for appointment of two Muslim District 
Judges. I say, Sir, the present Ministry is sitting tight over the matter 
only because the District Judges to be appointed are reserved for Muslims. 
If these jjosts were not reserved for Muslims but were kept open to all the 
•communities, T think, they would have been filled up as soon as the Ministry 
came into power. Both the High Court and the Public Service Commission 
have l>een consulted and they have sent in their recommendations and two 
names have ultimately been recommended and it is only for the Government 
to just publish the appointments. My apprehension is that it is only because 
the posts will go to the Muslims, the Ministry is sitting tight over the matter. 
The Ministers do not want that the Muslims should have their proper share 
in the judicial administration of the province. 

With these woids. Sir, I support the motion of my friend Khan Sahib 
Hamiduddin Ahmad. 

Bafru NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Mr. S] jeaker, Sir, with your permission 
I want to advance reasons other than those given by Dr. Sanyal for the 
deterioration in the respect commanded by the High Court Judges. I would 
respectfully draw the attention of the Government to the present edition of 
the High Court Civil Rules and Orders which are intended to guide and 
control the subordinate judiciary and the lawyers of the Province in the 
conduct of their cases. A perusal of the present Civil Rules and Orders or 
any previous edition thereof will amply justify my accusation that the present 
idea of the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court is only to augment the 
revenues of the province without any corresponding desire to deal justice, 
absolute justice and undiluted justice. The whole of the contents of the 
Civil Rules and Orders will show how revenues can be augmented and should 
!e augmented. This spirit of the bania should never have been followed 
by the High Court and it is regrettable that instead of dealing justice the 
High Court is working in this way. The present High Court Judges are of 
the opinion that everybody, from the Judicial Officers to the Ministerial 



1943 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


39 


officers, lawyers, barristers, vakils, advocates, muktears, all should be looked 
upon with a good deal of suspicion. A perusal of the Civil Rules and Orders 
will show that the High Court Judges have no confidence even in their own 
Subordinate Judges, namely, the District Judges or the Subordinate Judges, 
the Munsifs or the Deputy Magistrates or the District Magistrates when 
exercising judicial functions. 

The High Court now r calls for returns from the District Officers as to 
why revenue in a particular matter has fallen down or why revenue in a 
particular matter has not come up to the expectation of the High Court. 
Sir, these are the things which the High Court ought not to have done. The 
question of distrust and want of confidence is at the root of undermining the 
highest respect which the High Court Judges can command from the general 
public; and it is well-known that of late the High Court Judges have been 
dealing justice with something like political in their views. 

Then, Sir, I oppose the motion moved by Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed 
and supported by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan and Mr. Israil in which they have 
deplored the non-appointment of two Muslim gentleman as District Judges. 
I would respectfully submit it for the consideration of my Muslim friends 
whether it will be desirable if competent Muslims are not found 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Even now competent Muslims are not. 
found. We should go out) of this world! 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: I urn not . tunnelling with you. If 
competent Muslims are not available, why should it be that because of com- 
munal ratio rules there should he these Muslim Judges. District and Sessions 
Judges are next to High Court Judges, who can inspire confidence over the 
administration of justice and over the general public. To insist up>oii the 
appointment of certain persons as District Judges simply because of the fact 
that they aie Muslims will do immense injustice to the cause <d the pure 
administration of justice in this country. 

Mur. SPEAKER: I just draw your attention,. Mi. Sen, to one fact. Their 
grievance is that these pxists were advertised long ago and in the advertise- 
ment it was stated that Muslims would l»e appointed. 

Bata NACENDRA NATH 8EN: That, decision had been taken two years 
ago and the present Ministry has been in office for 16 months. Then during 
the remaining 8 months' time, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, the then Hon' bio 
Minister, could have done something. 

MiatfJvi AHMED ALI, MRIDHA: Sir, my friend over there fiom the Con- 
gress Benches has given us a light — a light not to illuminate but to darken 
the whole situation. My friend has talked glibly, if I am not very deficient 
in following him. He ought to have known that the posts were created for 
the Muslims and Muslims alone. It was not a question of competence or 
incompetence, it was not a question of favour, it was a question whether 
suitable candidates could be found on advertisement and appointments could 
be made if Muslims could come out. Now-a-days there are many qualified 
Muslims. At least my friend will recollect the words of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
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Bose that the University of Calcutta and the University of Dacca have pro- 
duced Muslim graduates in general lines as well as in other special branches 
sufficient in number just to adorn any place of responsibility in the adminis- 
tration, and there cannot be any gainsaying in the matter. That my friend 
should remain in darkness even today is really surprising. He has waxed 
eloquent, but I feel that he does not know that the Muslims who were treated 
in the past most shabbily are not even today given chance in asserting their 
claims. My friend has got a surgical knife according to the definition of 
D^\ Sanyal over there, we have got a butcher’s knife (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Nanyal: No, no. Babu Narendra Naravan Chakrabarty.) All right, Sir, 
I may be excused. My friend would cut by a doctor’s knife, we would cut 
by a butcher’s knife they say. I do not know whether butchery has been 
perpetrated today by my friend sitting over there in the Congress Bench. 
Sir, this is very unfortunate. This embitters the feeling. I think, this 
feeling is aroused by a feeling that is in the mind of some people in our 
countryside which goes just to affect the relation between the Hindus and the 
Muslims which should always be cordial. We believe we must go on in 
harmony together. We must work shoulder to shoulder for the common 
good of the motherland; but this exjnession of feeling, I think, leads us to 
a position which makes us nervous. We feel that our affairs will not remain 
safe in the hands of those elements that exist yet. Surely, my friend will 
cull it national and his nationalism stung me to the quick. We do declare 
today and openly that among the Muslims there are people who can well adorn 
any place either the Bench or the Bar or any platform wherever they will be 
called upon to serve. This lieing the situation, I must say that there is 
no dearth of men sufficiently competent to adorn the bench of the District 
Judge. Already there were men who served and served with reputation. If 
my honourable friends of the Treasury Bench had no time to look into the 
file it was unfortunate. They would see how the then Government tried to 
do something so far as Muslim appointments were concerned; they would 
further find out how many Muslims were appointed 

Ml*. SPEAKER: You need not dilate upon that point any more. Tt is 
already prayer time and I shall adjourn the House. 

Mttulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: All right. Sir, I support the motion 
moved by mv friend Mr. Israil. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, before you adjourn the House for 
prayer I feel it my duty to assure oui friends of the Muslim League and the 
Muslims in general that it is the policy of the Congress Party to give them 
the greatest possible opportunity to participate in the administration of this 
Piovince including the judiciary 

And, Sir, if suitable qualified candidates are forthcoming — and I am sure 
there are suitable candidates — we shall certainly not hesitate to give them 
the highest jobs in the province, 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment) 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I had no mind 
to take part in this debate. But as it is a very important question, I think 
I will fail in my duty' if I do not say anything on a matter like this, namely, 
the appointment of two Mahomedan judges tor two distircts. It such an 
important matter could not draw the attention of the Government, I believe 
Government is not discharging its duty properly. I know this Department 
has practically very few Mahomedan judges. 

Mir. SPEAKER: Are there any candidates here ? (Laughter.) 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: I am speaking on 

that, Sir. Hear me first, l^et me finish my speech and then you may say 
whatever you like. 

One of my friends in the Congress Benches — probably it is Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Sen — thinks that my community 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nawab Saheb, 1 would like to say one thing. It was 
unfortunate that the communal question was dragged in in a matter where 
no question of communalism could possibly arise. It was to a certain extent 
due to my inattention to the speech that was delivered by Mr. Sen, and I do 
not like that any further Hindu-Muslim question should lie raised on a motion 
like this. 

Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 1 would like 
to {mint out to you that after being elected by us if you do not allow' us to 
speak, specially in such a matter, you are doing us an injustice. The com- 
munal question has got a firm hold over the country and you say that the 
communal question must be left aside. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nawab Saheb, I think you have not quite followed me. 
1 do not say that there is no communalism in the country in the sense in 
which it is often used. But as you all know' — and I cannot discuss from 
my present seat — communalism is a question of opinion. But what I say 
here is that the ixresent motion does not give any scope for discussion on 
communalism having regard to the fact that the Government set apart these 
posts exclusively for Muslims. Therefore that is a digression, and I am 
requesting you not to dilate upon that point any more. If you have got any 
fresh contribution to make to the discussion you are quite welcome. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, may I submit that it arises in 
this way that we suspect that because the portfolio is held by a Hindu Minis- 
ter these appointments are being delayed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That position has already been made absolutely clear 
by other speakers. So it does not arise. 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: I find my friend 
who has been elected by us thinks that he knows and understands everything 
much better than we do. (Laughter.) 
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Mr* SPEAKER* I have never said that. 

Nawab MUSHARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, what 1 say is 
this : I support this Government, but I ieel that if the Government would 
not do its duty properly, we are giving our enemies the handle 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Whom do you mean by “enemies”? 
Who are your enemies ? Is it the European group? 

Nawab MUSHARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: I mean the Muslim 

League Party. (Laughter.) 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, is it parliamentary to call us 
enemies ? 

Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: We are giving our 
enemies the handle to harass us. Sir, 1 would not sit idle and simply vote 
for the Government, for if 1 do that my position in the country will be mis- 
understood and the people of my community will think that 1 have become 
a Hindu now. 

I ask you to think of this. Our Government, rather the present Govern- 
ment, which is now being supported by us must not be idle in actually filling 
up these appointments with Muslims. 1 specially urge upon them to fill up 
these appointments as quickly as they can so that they may not give a handle 
to our enemies to attack us. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
there are three amendments, one of which has been moved by my honourable 
friend, Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, to raise a discussion on t lie persecu- 
tion of Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors belonging to the Muslim 
League. 

Sir, last year a similar cut motion was moved by my honourable friend, 
Mr. Farhad Raza Choudhurv, and in the course of his speech he stated on 
the 12th March, 1942, as follows: “Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, Public 
Prosecutor and President of the District Muslim League, Noakhali, was 
served with a notice to show cause why he should not be removed from hie 
office as Public Prosecutor for his non-attendance at the public reception of 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister.” My honourable friend had the candour to 
admit this evening even though in a round about way that this gentleman, 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, who was supposed to have been dismissed last 
year, is still continuing in office. The order in question was passed by the 
local officials. The view* which the Judicial Minister of the Province took 
in this matter was this that nobody, certainly not a Public Prosecutor, or a 
Government Pleader, should be penalised for the possession of any political 
views whatsoever. He took his stand upon that famous judgment of Lord 
Justice Esher in England where a similar question had arisen. And Lord 
Esher held that only members of the legal profession who held office of profit 
under the Crown should be penalised on two grounds, and two grounds 
alone: First, if he has acted in a manner unworthy of a gentleman — that 
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expression “gentleman” has a peculiar connotation in every country of the 
world including England. Secondly, if he has utilised his position for 
purposes of the furtherance of the political organisation to which he belongs- 
inconsistent with his responsibility to the Crown. Sir, that classical judg- 
ment of Lord Esher is one to wffiich future generations of Ministers might 
with profit make reference. (Cries of “Hear! hear!” from the European. 
Benches.) My honouarble friend referred me to two cases more. One 
was the case of Maulvi Abdul Majid Chaudhury, Pleader, Lakshmipur, who 
was penalised by the then District Magistrate. He has since made a 
memojial to me, which is aw’aiting my decision. If my personal views find 
general acceptance, a similar consequence is bound to follow. 1 do not know 
anything about my honourable friend elsewhere, Mr. Kader Baksh. I 
should be glad to know the details about him, and 1 would invite the mover 
of the cut motion, my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, to 
present his case properly before me. These three cases dispose of the points 
of view raised by my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. 

The second point is the one to which much communal flavour has been 
added and I deeply regret the observations made by my honourable friend, 
Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, where he stated that the acts of alleged injustice 
were done to two Muslim judges because the Judicial Minister of this 
Province w r as a Hindu. I emphatically repudiate that suggestion. May I 
tell you, Sir, in all humility that these two appointments are not in the gift 
of the Judicial Minister. Although the cut motion has been admitted w'ith 
reference to my department this is for the first time tonight that I was 
wading through the vast mass of materials placed before me. Sir, the position 
in this: From the Bar three judges will have to be recruited. (A voice from 
the Opposition : Who is responsible!'') It was the decision of the past Govern- 
ment, which this Government certainly have not overridden, to reserve t wo- 
of these posts for Muslims. The question of Muslim versus Hindu, the ques- 
tion of sacrifice of Muslim interests do not arise here. The third vacancy is 
one which is open to all communities. The censure is being attempted to- 
be laid at the door of the Government on the ground that there has been 
delay in the matter of making two Muslim appointments. First of all, Sir, 
that is not a fact; because with regard to the third appointment, which is- 
open to all communities, there the permanent incumbent died so far back as 
the 9th of November, 1941. Sir, the difficulties which have stood in the 
wav of the Provincial Government can be stated, first chronologically and 
then legally. Chronologically, there were two temporary vacancies on the 
30th September, 1939. The past Government decided to reserve these two 
posts for Muslims. Advertisements were issued in the papers in July 1940. 
The appointments are subject to the provisions of section 254(2) of the 
Government of India Act read with Rules 4(1) (6) and 10(h) of the Statu- 
tory Rules. My honourable friend read section 254 of the Government of 
India Act. Section 254(1) of the Government of India Act is to the follow- 
ing effect: “Appointments of persons to be, and the posting and promotion 
of, District Judges in any Province shall be made by the Governor of the 
Province, exercising his individual judgment, and the High Court shall be 
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consulted before a recommendation as to the making of any such appointment 
is submitted to the Governor.” Sir, the curious thing which has happen- 
ed ig this : The posts which I was mentioning to you just now were advertised 
in July, 1940. The Hon’ble High Court selected five candidates on the 30th 
August, 1941. At that time, at any rate, the Judicial Minister of the 
Province was not a Hindu. On the 17th the matter was referred to His 
Excellency the Governor. He, in the exercise of his individual judgment, 
decided to place the matter in the hands of the Federal Public Service 
Commission. The Federal Public Service Commission, that was on the 7th 
of December, 1941, made certain enquiries. They made enquiries about 
these five appointments whether the names were in preferential order or not. 
The Hon’ble High Court sent back the reply that the names sent up were not 
in preferential order. Then the Federal Public Service Commission in “their 
latest letter, dated the 6th April, 1942, made a further enquiry as to what 
were the grounds for the recommendations made by the Hon’ble High Court. 
Sir, the Hon’ble High Court is the highest palladium of justice in this 
Province, and it has not yet responded to the invitation of the Federal Public 
Service Commission to state the reasons for these selections. Here lliere is 
no question, I repeal, of Muslims versus Hindus because the other Hindu 
appointment is meeting with the same fate. Sir, what Government is doing ? 
Government has been dashing its head against the wall. Miniate) s can he 
abused to the heart’s satisfaction by the honourable members in the Assembly 
The position of the Federal Public Service Commission, the position of the 
Hon’ble Judges of the High Court is quite different. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL" Under what rules the Federal Public 
Service Commission were consulted superseding the provincial Public Service 
Commission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: In the exercise of 
individual judgment by His Excellency the Governor of Bengal under sec- 
tion 254(1 ) read with rules 4(1) (b) and 10(5) of the statutory rules framed 
by the Secretary of State for India in Council. 

My honourable friend Dr. Sanyal made certain references to the Hon’ble 
the High Court. A person like myself who has spent more than a quarter 
•of a century in the High Court naturally feels great regret, deep regret when 
reflections are made on the Hon’ble the High Court. To a question from you, 
Sir, my honourable friend referred to section 69 of the Government of India 
Act and stated that he enjoyed the immunity of a member of the Legislature 
conferred on him by the Constituent Act. May I, Sir, with all humility, 
point out to you section 86(1)? That section reads, “No discussion shall 
take place in a Provincial Legislature with respect to the conduct of any 
judge of the Federal Court or of a High Court in the discharge of his duties.” 
Presumably the discussion centred round the discharge of duties by the 
Hon’ble Judges and not upon the fact whether the present-day Judges were 
handsome men or not. 

Sir, I shall only refer to my honourable friend Mr. Sen. He is a lawyer 
of eminence. He said that the High Court has lost its esteem from the 
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public because of certain rules and orders made for which the Government 
of Bengal, i.e ., the Ministry of the day, must be held responsible. The 
responsibility of the Ministry to the Legislature has a limited connotation 
here. May I refer you to seetoin ‘224 of the Government of India Act? 
According to section 224(2), “Every High Court shall have superintendence 
over all courts in India for the time being subject to its appellate jurisdic- 
tion, and may do any of the following things, that is to say, — 

(a) call for returns; 

(b) make and issue general rules and prescribe forms for regulating 

the practice and proceedings of such courts; 

(c) prescribe forms in which books, entries and accounts shall be kept 

by the officers of any such courts; and 

(d) settle tables of fees to be allowed to the sheriff, attorneys, and all 

clerks and officers of courts”. 

Here the Provincial Government does not come into the picture at all. No 
reference whatever is made to the Provincial Government or to the Council 
of Ministers, or to an individual Minister with regard to the rules which the 
Hon’ble the High Court frames pursuant to the provisions of the Constituent 

Act. 

Sir, that is all, I think, what I need reply to. I am obviously omitting 
the three great criticisms which my honourable friend Dr, Sanyal has made 
against the Hon’ble the High Court. They are not admissible under 
section 8b(2) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have got one or two words 

to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, on a point of order. As I just 
entered I heard the Hon’ble Minister in charge threatening that certain 
observations that I made were not admissible under section 8b of the 
Government of India Act. May we humbly request you, Sir, to read that 
section to the House and give the House your ruling on admissibility, 
because it does not lie in the mouth of the Minister replying to say whether 
a certain observation is within the rules? It is the privilege of the Speaker 
to decide. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think you are perfectly right. It is my 
duty to give a ruling whether a certain observation made by a certain 
member of this House is admissible under the rules or not. My friend — I 
have forgotten that I have ceased to be an Advocate now — the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee has drawn attention to section 8G of the 
Constitution Act. I remember that section, and I also saw that section this 
morning before I came to the Assembly. I have not taken exception to his 
remark just now made simply because, as I have already stated, I would 
like to go into the matter deeply and to give my ruling subsequently. 
Tour remarks are there. He has answered and he says he is not called 
upon to answer your remarks. So there the matter ends. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: May I make a 

personal explanation to make my ^position clear? I do not arrogate to 
myself — I have not that impertinence — the duties which belong to the 
dignity of your chair. I did not rise on a point of order when my friend 
was making his speech, but I am entitled to defend myself and to have 
my interpretation of section 8G so far as my conduct is concerned. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is exactly what you have done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend Mr. Israil was 
enquiring why the matter went up to the Federal Public Service Com- 
mission. Section 254 of the Government of India Act lays down that 
the appointment should be made by the Governor acting in his individual 
judgment and the High Court shall be consulted. There is no mention of 
the Public Service Commission. In this case as many as 254 candidates 
had applied and the best thing that the Governor could do was to consult 
the Public Service Commission. The present position is that the Public 
Service Commission wanted to know why the High Court had selected only 
5 out of a list of 254 candidates. The High Court refused to give the 
reason. We had correspondence with the High Court for permission to 
send all the papers to the Public Service Commission. To that we have 
not had a reply. That is the reason why the matter has been delayed so 
lonjf. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I propose to put the three amendments in the following 
order: first, the one moved by Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad, then the 
one moved by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, and last the one moved b;\ Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad that the demand of 
Rs. 75,12,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The, motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 75,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. 75,12,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that a sum 
of Rs. 75,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Adminis- 
tration of Justice” was then put and agreed to. 

8 — Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 24,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”8 — Provincial 
Excise”. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 24,59,000 
for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise’ ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion on the excise policy and failure 
to effect total prohibition. 

Sir, the excise policy of Government is one of drift. Government 
want to trade upon the evil propensities of the masses encouraging them 
to get intoxicated. I could have understood the bureaucratic Government 
taking advantage of the situation, but I cannot understand this Govern- 
ment calling themselves popular and real representatives of the people 
adopting the same policy. Under the new constitution when this Ministry 
came into power in 1937, total prohibition was the definite policy of this 
Government. In 1937 the then Minister said that the aim of the Ministry 
was total prohibition, but they must make some experiments and therefore 
some time should be given to them. In 1938, the Ministry selected 
Noakhali as the district where experiment of prohibition should be started. 
It is well known. Sir, that of all the districts in Bengal Noakhali is a 
district with a population of 22 lakhs only where country liquor or any 
other drug is consumed in the lowest degree. Now, let us go into the 
details and scrutinise what success this Government achieved on this 
experiment in Noakhali. There were as many as 3t> shops, I mean country 
liquor, other intoxicating drug and ganja shops, in the district of 
Noakhali. The then Minister assured us that these shops would be closed 
immediately. Up to December, 1938, it was noticed that only (I shops 
were closed and the remaining 30 shops were going on merrily. It was 
then stated by the Hoifble the Chief Minister that he was not satisfied 
with the experiment in Noakhali and that he would prepare a scheme with 
the help of the experts and this experiment would be made not only in 
Noakhali, but also in the district of Tippera. But even now that scheme 
has not seen the light of the day. The Chief Minister also in the course 
of the debate stated: “Speaking as a Muslim I deem it my duty to try 
to enforce prohibition, and if I do not try, I think I shall be failing in my 
duty to carry on the mandate of the House.” 

Now, Sir, the then Chief Minister is still the Chief Minister and I 
would like to enquire of him and also of the Minister ij^ charge of Excise 
what success they have so far attained iu this direction. So far as we are 
aware, it is nil. The next year also there was another statement made by 
the then Hon’ble Minister Mr. Raikut when Government spent a magni- 
ficent sum of Rs. 3,500 to produce a film in order to make propaganda, 
so that there might not be any drinking evil in this country. We do not 
know, Sir, whether any such propaganda as suggested by the then Hon’ble 
Minister was ever made. 

Sir, I have summed up the position of the Excise Department as follows: 
In the year 1921 if anything has been done in this direction, I must say 
it has been done by the Congress. In 1921 during the civil disobedience 
movement there was less income in that direction. After the year 1921 
right up to the year 1930 the excise expenditure was increasing. It 
varied between 13‘crores 20 lakhs and 15 crores 22 lakhs. The following 
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statistics will show a decrease of the excise revenue : In the year 1929-30 
the revenue was Rs. 2,26 lakhs, in 1930-31 it was Rs. 1,80 lakhs, in 1931-32 
it was 1,68 lakhs, and in 1932-33 it was Rs. 1,58 lakhs. In this way the 
revenue was decreasing. 

Now, Sir, the cost of establishment was between Rs. 13 to Rs. 15 lakhs. 
While in 1929 the revenue income was Rs. 2 erores 26 lakhs the expendi- 
ture was Rs. 13,73,000. While the demand for expenditure for the 
current year is Rs. 23,42,000, it has been increased to Rs. 24,59,000 for 
the next year. So, we find that the expenditure has increased by a 
magnificent sum of over Rs. 10 lakhs. 

Sir, it has been stated that most of the income is derived from Calcutta 
and the 24-Parganas industrial areas. If Government were honest, they 
would have started the experiment in these areas where country spirit is 
consumed in large quantities. In Madras during the Congress regime 
Government introduced prohibition in the district of Salem, a district 
which consumes the highest quantity of intoxicants and it is well-known 
that they succeeded there. 

Sir, as the time is very short, I have to put the whole thing in a nut- 
shell. I would ask Government, while they are experimenting in 
Noakhali, why are they not trying to experiment in Tippera, why are they 
not making experiments in 24-Parganas and Calcutta where 80 per cent, 
of the intoxicant drugs is consumed by the industrial labour? It is well- 
known, particularly at this time when the prices of foodstuffs have gone 
up, that it is very difficult for labourers to meet their expenditure on 
account of their drinking habit and the condition of the families of these 
labourers can well be imagined. In these areas, these people were already 
living from hand to mouth and now they are starving. 

Sir, is it in the fitness of filings for this Government which gave 
assurances from time to time that their goal was total prohibition that in 
the course of the last 5 years their income from this source, instead of 
being reduced, has jumped up from the low level of Rs. 1,58,00,000 to 
Rs. 2,30,00,000? Is it not a thing for which the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department should feel ashamed that during his regime, 
in spite of the fact that they made attempts to bring about total prohibi- 
tion, the income from this source has increased to Rs. 2,30,00,000? The 
argument that is put forward in the budget speech of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister is that it was due to the influx of labourers from other provinces, 
but this is not a fact. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You need not move your motion. You may speak on 
the motion moved by Mr. P. Banerji because yours and his are almost the 

same. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, it may be that they would with- 
draw their motion. We do not know what their policy will he. They 
may not agree with our proposal. We do not know what they will do. 
So, if you kindly permit me, I want to move my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you move your motion. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 24,59,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on the prohibition policy of 
the present Government. 

Sir, I will begin by saying that my friend Mr. P. Banerji has just 
analysed that there was a prohibition policy which was initiated by the 
last Government as long ago as 1937 and that Government introduced 
prohibition in the district of Noakhali where they partially succeeded and 
they went so far as to extend prohibition to the district of Tippera also. 
But now what do we find? The present Ministry consists of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party, better known as the Forward Bloc, and the Krishak 
Praja Party. If we read their speeches in the past years — in 1937, 1938, 
1939 and 1940 — we find that they always advocated prohibition. Not only 
that; they have always tried to make a capital out of it. They have 
always shown the example of Madras where total prohibition in the 
district of Salem was enforced and also of other Congress Provinces 
where it was enforced. They very vehemently and very forcibly urged 
upon the then Government to enforce total prohibition — not partial or 
anything like that but total prohibition — in this Province. But what do 
we find in their own regime? The Hon’ble Chief Minister himself in his 
financial statement has tried to screen it from the public view in the 
following words: “This is attributable to the larger consumption of 
country liquor as a result of the influx into this Province of large numbers 
of non-Bengalee labourers, evacuees and camp followers addicted to 
liquor.” Not only that. There is another intoxicant known as opium. 
The consumption of opium has also increased to a large extent. That has 
also been accounted for at page 10 of the Red Book: “larger consumption 
of opium owing to the influx of foreigners — evacuees and others — addicted 
to this drug”. So, this Govrnment wants to shift their burden on to other 
things. They say that so far a* the Bengalee population is concerned, 

they are not taking liquor. But if we look to the figures given at page 13 

of the Blue Book we find that the income from country liquor this year is 
Rs. 1,14,00,000, and, in the Revised also this is Rs. 1,14,00,000, while it 
was only Rs. 77 lakhs in 1941-42. From Rs. 77 lakhs it has jumped up 
to Rs. 1,14,00,000 in the next year and also in the current year. Sir, 
everybody knows that country liquor is consumed only by the Bengalees. 
It is not the Europeans or any other people who consume this country 

liquor, but they have tried to do — as the Bengalee proverb goes “ »ff^r 

fan 3Tt^ Ffal” 1 They want to hoodwink the public as they often say 
that it is not their responsibility; it is Governor’s responsibility; it is the 



100 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[11th Mar., 


responsibility of the permanent officials. Here also they say the same 
thing. Consumption of liquor has increased tremendously. No doubt, it 
is due to the fact that there has been an influx of evacuees and non- 
Bengalee labourers ! 

Sir, I will bring it to the notice of this House that so far as labourers 
are concerned, almost all labourers in this Province are non-Bengalees. 
They were non-Bengalees previous to the assumption of office by this 
Government and they are non-Bengalees even now. So, so far as the 
contention that the influx of labourers and evacuees has raised the consump- 
tion of country liquor is concerned, this is solely intended to deceive the 
people both in this House as well as outside. 

So far as the consumption of opium is concerned, it has been said that 
it is due to the consumption by foreigners. I will enquire of the Hon’ble 
Minister as to whom does he mean by ‘ ‘foreign ws ” ? I want a categorical 
reply from him on this point. So far as evacuees are concerned, I want 
to know from him categorically as to who are these evacuees, from which 
place have they come — from Burma or from any other place — what is his 
source of information for his statement that they are addicted to country 
liquor or other liquors and how many of them are so addicted and has he 
taken any census in this connection? 

(At this stage the honourable member having reached his time-limit 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not move your motion. Your motion and 
that of Mr. Israil are of the same nature. So I would rather ask you to 
speak on his motion. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Of course the motion of my friend 
Mr. Israil refers to the prohibition policy and my motion refers to the 
apathy to push the policy of prohibition. What I would like to say is 
that there is a policy of prohibition but Government is not pushing 
forward that policy. So it is somewhat different. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But it is almost the same. So you need not move. 
You rather speak on that line. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Then, Sir, I do not move my motion. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, by moving my motion I shall not 
encroach upon much of your valuable time, but I will only support the 
motion of my friend Mr. Israil in whom I have great trust. 

I shall not enter into the figures, for these have already been given 
by my friend Mr. Israil. I want only to narrate the famous story from 
a famous Arabic book of literature “Kailubi”. 

The story runs thus: A pious sufi had a dream. What he beheld was 
that Satan was lying prostrate in deep sleep snoring in comfort. 
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Darrish naturally made a query. Damned Satan, you must have been 
all busy in your deeds trying every moment to lead the niumins away 
from the path of God. How can you afford to sleep! Satan reposinglv 
replied, "‘Bv truth, I have no business now. In these days ulemas are so 
many. Many of them have accepted my creed. They are my agents. 
They are busy enough. For that I have no business now". I do not 
know if the analogy applies. 

We, Mussalmans, believe in the Holy Quorau. The Holy Quoran left 
us no option. We cannot touch intoxicants. AAV cannot permit use of 
them by any man or woman around us. AVe must always prohibit the 
use of intoxicants in any shape and form by iron hands. To take shelter 
under a plea of revenue or lo^s of revenue or of administration or of 
administrative difficulties is not permissible, b\ Shariat . To trade in the 
drugs is a heinous sin and crime from Shariat V point of view. 

Now, Sir, the Budget has an increase of revenue not because the excise 
duty rates have been increased with a view to prohibition but because more 
and more men and women have used the intoxicant^. 

The old Government under the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq was 
forced to commit to t lit' policy of prohibition. The new Government 
under the same man has permitted more of the use of the intoxicating 
elements by our people. The district of Noakhali was selected for 
experiment on prohibition during the last regime and we were glad to 
notice that progress was highly satisfactory but what we see today is that 
Maulvis and Maulana< have taken out licenses in the present regime by 
giving up their allegiance to the Muslim League. In my district a 
Choudhuri Sahib, a Muslim Leaguer then, has recently changed his creed 
and has secured a licence in the name of his nephew living under his roof 
and eating from the same table. Progressive coalition has taken to 
progressive prohibition in this way. Among the Hindus the dealers in 
wines and other intoxicants had no place in the society. They were 
damned a> a class. People were enjoined not to approach the shop or 
homestead of a suri. Now Brahmins also have taken out licences. 

But how do the morals stand now — is the pertinent question. It is 
in a very low ebb, must be the curt reply. Progress, therefore, of the 
progressive Government of the day has increased in demoralisation. This 
is my grievance. 

Probabh a Maulvi from the Opposite Benches will tell me and quote 
Hafiz — 

V J** y fH t/ yj&j l 

on a direction from the peer of the tavern colour your prayer mat red with 
wine. He is on the path. He is knowing. He will carry you to the 
destination. Yes, the peer of the tavern is there. He tried to mislead in 
the past. He misleads now. He will mislead in future. Many ulemas 
are hi 8 disciples. So Satan has no work for himself. Let him snore in 
deep sleep. 
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Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think it would be a 
good thing to reiterate our view with regard to the question of prohibition 
as it is again likely to be made an issue by the Opposition. Points which 
occur to me are: — 

(1) That during the period of emergency we cannot afford to lose the 
revenue from excise which amounts to Rs. 2 crores and 32 lakhs. If we 
are determined to sacrifice this revenue, then we must be prepared to 
sacrifice expenditure on Education and Public Health which is already being 
cut down. The Provincial Government cannot avoid the heavy expenditure 
arising out of war conditions, and if they sacrifice excise revenue it means 
that they must cut down very substantially expenditure on the nation- 
building departments. 

(2) The continual rise in excise receipts is a healthy sign if we take 
into account the corresponding decrease which has occurred in the con- 
sumption of illicit liquor. Honourable members will find that statistics 
show that in periods when excise revenue fell, as in the period between 
1928-29 and 1933-34, there was an alarming increase in the convictions for 
illicit distilling and smuggling of alcohol. Since 1937 Government have 
been successful in checking the very serious increase in illicit distilling by 
adopting a policy of introducing in licensed shops a cheap 75° U.P. liquor 
and licensing new shops in places where illicit distilling is detected. This 
has certainly resulted in an increase in consumption, but it has been at 
the expense of the consumption of illicit liquor. We would emphasise that 
it is the consumption of cheap highly injurious illicit liquor which has the 
most serious social effects and that any excise policy should be directed, in 
the first place, to checking this evil. 

It is from this point of view mainly that we are opposed to the proposal 
of prohibition. We doubt whether it is possible to change the habits of the 
people by legislation and prohibition laws have always proved easy to evade. 
Penal measures are admittedly a deterrent, but their application not only 
involves costly administrative machinery but also calls for a continuous 
and exhausting vigilance, and in the battle of wits between the law and the 
law-breaker it is not always the latter who comes off second best. Refor- 
mation is a painfully slow process and, in our opinion, the evils of drink 
can only be brought home to the people through education, moral persua- 
sion and inexhaustible patience. Experience of prohibition legislation in 
otliei provinces in India and in other countries has not been encouraging. 
It has led to an increase of crime, to smuggling and to increased con- 
sumption of illicit liquor with the most damaging effects on health and 
morale. In our opinion it requires years of propaganda and education before 
we can hope to make prohibition effective. 

We do not think that it is a just criticism that Government have 
increased the consumption of alcohol. In fact the duty on country liquors 
has, we understand, been considerably increased during the past year. 
We consider that what has happened is that Government have been success- 
fully diverting consumption from illicit liquor to the licensed shops. We 
do not think that in existing circumstances Government can afford to 
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experiment any further with prohibition and we are doubtful in any event 
of the wisdom of doing so. In our opinion Government policy should be^ 
directed towards regulating consumption through licensed shops and stamp- 
ing out consumption of illicit liquor, and we, therefore, oppose the cut 
motion. 

The Hovt’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sii v 
charges have been made from the official Congress Group and from the 
Opposition League against the Government that it hns surrendered the- 
policy of prohibition. I do not like to enter into controversies by argu- 
ments but would like to place certain facts for the consideration of this 
House whether this Government has gone back on the policy of prohibition 
or whether it is trying to proceed with the policy of gradual prohibition 
which is the accepted policy of this Government. 

No doubt there has been a sudden jump of revenue to the province from 
head “Excise”. It is a tragedy for the department that the revenue has 
increased. I would give the House some reasons as to how this increase- 
of revenue came by. 

Country spirit. — The increase is mainly due to the following causes: 

(1) Employment of a large number of labourers, a large portion of which 
is of non-Bengalee element and is imported from outside in constructional 
woiks of various kinds in connection with the war and defence services. 

( 2 ) Presence of a large number of evacuees from Burma and other 
places in the East overrun by the enemy. A fairly large proportion of 
this population is addicted to liquor. 

(3) Increased industrial activities resulting in the employment of a 
fairly larger number of non-Bengalees for the prosecution of the war. 

(4) Shortage of supply of overseas foreign liquor and the consequent 
increase in the price of India-made foreign liquor which was instrumental 
for the diversion of a fairly large portion of consumers of foreign liquor 
to country spirit. 

(5) Presence of a large number of troops and camp followers in the 
province which are also reported to be consuming country spirit. 

Foreign liquor. — The increase under the head is partly due to larger 
consumption of India-made spirits owing to scanty supply of overseas 
liquor and partly to enhancement of the rate of duty on India-made spirits- 
from Rs. 21-14 to Rs. 25 per every gallon. The rate was further enhanced 
by Rs. 10 per every gallon from 1st February, 1942. 

Opium and hemp drugs. — The increase under this head is also due ta 
larger consumption of the drugs owing to the influx of foreigners, evacuees- 
and others addicted to the drug. 

My honourable friend Mr. Israil has questioned whether this is due 
simply becduse of the influx of foreigners and labourers from outside. 
(Maulvi Mih.ammad Israil: Whether any census was taken.) Certainly > 
no census could be taken but there are indices which will show that it is. 
due to the influx of labourers, because this increase has occurred only in 
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districts where there are constructional works relating to war and industrial 
-areas. I have got in my hand monthly statistics of the consumption of 
liquor and other drugs for the month of December. From this it will be 
•quite evident that it is only in five districts where large increase of revenue 
has occurred. These are Burdwan, Hooghly, Howrah, 24-Parganas and 
Calcutta. The figures in my hand will show that in certain districts in the 
mufassal there has really been decrease in consumption and in other districts 
there is a slight rise, but that is not so much significant. From this it 
can be fairly concluded that it is the large influx of labourers and evacuees 
from Burma which is primarily responsible for the increase under the head 
4 ‘Excise”. 

Now, Sir, it has been safd by my honourable friend Mr. 1*. Banerji that 
just as the past Government did nothing this Government also is following 
in its footsteps. I must say that we have certainly proceeded some way 
towards prohibition. During the past five years the experiment was con- 
fined in the district of Noakhali and a few shops were closed. In the year 
1941-42 it was decided by the past Government that in the year following, 
that is, the year under report, 1942-43, some shops in the district of Tippera 
would be closed. We have followed their advice and we cannot do further 
because we could not initiate something new at that time. It has been 
also the consistent demand of our party that the process that is being fol- 
lowed towards gradual prohibition is not enough and something ought to 
be done which will accelerate the pace. In deference to the wishes of the 
party we have modified that principle to an extent that was possible 
under the circumstances. The accepted policy of the past Government has 
been to enforce prohibition gradually in a selected number of districts and 
to observe how the experiment succeeds and, if it succeeds, to extend the 
area of experiment to include other districts. As we found after assumption 
of office that that experiment did not go a long way towards prohibition, 
we modified it to a certain extent in deference to the wishes of the party 
■and also in deference to the wishes of the Congress Group which were 
expressed during the last budget discussion. They wanted that prohibition 
should not be confined to a particular area because in that case it would 
fake a century to come to total prohibition throughout the province. In 
Reference to those wishes we have modified the policy in a way so that gradual 
prohibition could he enforced throughout the whole province, district by 
district. (Maulvi Muhammad Israil: 'Where has it been introduced?) 
I have called for reports from the Collectors. According to that policy they 
should give us reports as to the number of shops that can he closed down 
in the coming year. I have got reports and I can say this much to the 
House that it is contemplated in the coming year to close down as many 
shops as the past Government did in the course of five years. More than 
this, Sir, we could not do, because there are certain circumstances which 
stood in our way. 

My honourable friend Mr. P. Banerji has referred to the Congress pro- 
vinces. I submit, Sir, that I have gone through the reports of the Congress 
provinces during their regime in Madras and in Bombay. I find from them 
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that though in both the provinces the policy of total prohibition was intro- 
duced in some districts, it had done some good to the rural area only at a 
cost of provincial revenue, which the present Government cannot bear. 
I shall simply place facts. In answer to the query of Mr. I\ Banerji, I 
shall read out from the Administrative Report of the United Provinces where 
it is stated: “The revenue derived from the sis districts under prohibition 
amounts to Rs. 20,968 during the year under report as against Rs. 9,80,153 
in pre-prohibition period. The extra expenditure on the additional staff, 
excluding propaganda, etc., amounted to Rs. 71,793 during the year under 
report.’’ It can be fairly inferred from this, that if we follow the foot- 
steps of the United Provinces Government at this time when the province 
is passing through financial stringency we shall have to forego, as Sir 
Henry Birkmyre stated just now, a revenue of Rs. 2 crores and 82 lakhs, 
and in addition to that we shall have to provide extra money for the addi- 
tional staff of detecting illicit distillation and other illicit import. Everyone 
can imagine that at such a time when we cannot even spend a single 
farthing more for our nation-building departments, it is impossible for this 
province to forego this revenue. I do not for a moment claim that we have 
proceeded a long way towards prohibition though that is our aim. Being 
handicapped we have done what we could have done, and we have modified 
the excise policy. Instead of confining the gradual prohibition to a certain 
district, we shall try from the coming year, i.e., from 1943-44 to introduce 
prohibition throughout the province and try to close down a numl*»i of 
shops in each district. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of Rs. 24,59,000 
for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Its. 24,59,000 for 
expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by Its. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. TTpendra Nath Barman that a sum of 
Rs. 24,59.000 be granted for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial 
Excise”, was tfyen put and agreed to. 

Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at 6-45 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Friday, 
the 12th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
12th March, 1943, at 4-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 198 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Jute Advisory Com mitts#. 

♦12$. Khan Bahadur AULAD H OSSA IN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state the 
personnel of the — 

(t) existing Jute Advisory Committee; and 
(ii) former Committee? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the claim of 
the opposition members of the Legislature was considered before the forma- 
tion of the present Committee ? 

(c) Is it a fact that since the creation of the Jute Advisory Board 
members of the opposition in the Legislature were all along represented on 
the Board? 

( d ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for deviation ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hasham Ali Khan): (a), (/) and ( ii ) A 

statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

(d) Representatives of the interests concerned were chosen irrespective 
of party. 



1943.] QUESTIONS. 107 

Statement referred to in reply to parts (a) (i) and (ii) of the starred question No. 128. 

The membership of the Jute Advisory Board since its establishment in 1940 
has been as follows : — 

Representative of— 1940-41. 1942. 

Indian Jute Mills Association Mr. W. A. M. Walker. Mr. W. A. M. Walker. 

Calcutta Baled Jute Asso- Mr. B. Kanodia. Unable to act. 

ciation. 

Bengal Jute Dealers Asso- Mr. Kanehia Lall Lohia. Mr. Kanehia Lall Lohia. 
ciation. 

Calcutta Baled Jute Shippers Mr. P. N. Flangini. Mr. J. C. Niven. 

Association. 

Growers . . Mr. Surendra Nath Mr. Surendra Nath 

Biswas, M.L.A. Biswas, M.L.A. 

Babu Jagat Chandra Babu Jagat Chandra 
Mondal, M.L.A. Mondal, M.L.A. 

Khan Bahadur Ataur Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman, M.L.C. Rahman, M.L.C. 

Maulvi Mohd. Israil, Maulvi Azhar Ali, M.L.A. 
M.L.A. 

Khan Bahadur Aulad Maulvi Abdul Hamid 
Hossain, M.L.A. Shah, M.L.A. 

Mr. Ahmed Hussain, Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed 
M.L.A. M.L.A. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Committee once formed remains in force for one year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Yes. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: With reference to the state- 
ment, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the three 
members of the then jute-growers’ representatives who have been elimin- 
ated all belong to the Muslim League Party ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The names are there and we all know who belongs to 
the League Party and who belongs to the other parties of this House. 
So this question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Is it a fact that these 
three members were removed in order to make room for three members of 
the Progressive Coalition Party? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No, 

certainly not. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Muslim Leaguers cannot represent the jute- 
growers ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Certainly 
they can if they have any interest in jute-growers. 
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Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason for the substitution of these three members, namely, Maulvi 
Muhammad Israil, Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain Khan and Mr. Ahmed 
Hossain, by Maulvi Azhar Ali, Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah and Mr. Gias- 
uddin Ahmed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: The per- 
sons who according to the estimation of the Government take greater interest 
in the jute-growers and cultivators are selected. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there 
is not a single member of the Opposition in the Jute Advisory Committee? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You know the members of the Opposition. Look at 
the list and you will see. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, we want an answer from the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A supplementary question must be a bona fide request 
for information. If the information is there on the paper itself, no supple- 
mentary question arises. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for taking in all members from the Progressive 
Coalition Party in the places of those from the Muslim League Party ?„ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I have 
already submitted that they were not taken in consideration of the fact 
whether they belonged to the Progressive Coalition Party or any non- 
progressive or reactionary party. That was not the consideration. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the members who belong to the Progressive Coalition Party 
were substituted — any one of them substituted — by any other ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Miaulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: The list 
is there and the honourable member can see. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he will consider the desirability of 
retaining at least one or two members of the Opposition on the Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I have 
ilready said that it was not done in consideration of whether a man belongs 
to the Progressive Coalition Party or to the Opposition. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that Babu Jagat Chandra Mandal 
belongs to the Opposition? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I disallow this question on the very same ground on 
which I disallowed similar questions from the Opposition. 
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•1201 Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state what has been 
the quota fixed for growing jute in the year 1943? 

(b) Do the Government consider the desirability of decreasing the quota 
for growing jute? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: (a) The 

quota for jute acreage in 1943 is one-half. 

( b ) No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Supplementary question, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister in charge was cross-examined 
on this very point on some other day — I think yesterday. Is there any real 
supplementary question to put to the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Yes, Sir. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether there would he a great surplus of jute if 8 annas be 
grown this year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Supply of improved varieties of sugarcane seeds to cultivators. 

•130. Mr. I. A. CLARK: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department aware of the fact — 

(i) that the percentage of sugar which the Bengal sugar mills are 
getting from the sugarcane which they are now crushing is much 
lower than in the neighbouring provinces of Bihar and the United 
Provinces; and 

( li ) that this is largely due to the fact that the bulk of the sugarcane 
which the cultivators are supplying to the mills is of the variety 
known as CO 213, the quality of which has greatly deteriorated in 
recent years? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) what steps, if any, are being taken by Government to supply the 
cultivators with seed of improved varieties such as CO 313 and 
CO 421 ; 

(it) how many maunds of sugarcane seed were issued from the 
Government farms during 1941-42 and during the first 9 months of 
1942-43 respectively of (1) CO 313, (2) CO 421, and (3) any 
other varieties; and 

(Hi) which officer of the Department of Agriculture is in charge of the 
production and distribution of Government sugarcane seed? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the officer referred to in (b) (iii) has any staff under him 
and 

(ii) whether he has any other duties to perform? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: (a) (i) Yes 

Recovery per cent, of cane in Bengal varies from 8 '81 to 9 -0? as against 9 -7" 
to 9*90 in Bihar and United Provinces. 

(ii) Yes. The quality of CO 213 has deteriorated greatly in Bengal ii 
recent years. 

(b) ( i ) Sugarcane seeds of improved varieties including CO 313 and 421 
are being distributed every year to the utmost capacity of the Governmenl 
Farms for the last five years. 

(ii) The following quantities were distributed from the Governmenl 
farms — 


CO 421 
CO 527 
CO 313 
Other varieties 


1941-42. 

. . 2,500 mds. 

400 mds. 

. . 3,200 mds. 


1942-43 (1st 9 months). 
2,700 mds. 

350 mds. 

75 mds. 

400 mds. 


In the current year a scheme has also been sanctioned by the Government 
for the distribution of 261 lakhs of seed cuttings of CO 421 and 527 on 
agricultural loan basis* to replace CO 213 iu the Province. This is now 
being given effect to. 


(mi) The Agricultural Chemist, Bengal. 

(c) (i) One Field Assistant and one Fieldman (financed by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research) to study the performance of the varieties 
of sugarcane sent from Coimbatore and other Sugarcane Research Stations 
under the local conditions in Bengal, at the Dacca Farm. 

One Fieldman for the general cropping at the Dacca Farm. 

(H) He has other duties to perform relating to the post of the Agricultural 
Chemist, Bengal. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if the other 
staff mentioned in (c) (i) of the reply has other duties to perform as well as 
the duties relating to sugarcane? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No, he is 

Absolutely meant for this purpose. 


Babli MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
btate whether sugarcane cuttings were distributed throughout the whole 
province or to some particular districts of the province ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Sugarcane 
does not grow in all the districts but in particular districts of Bengal and 
sugarcane cuttings were distributed in places where it grows in large 
Quantities. 
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Mr. AHMED 1 H088AIN" Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether the Agricultural Chemist is in sole charge of distribution? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: He is in 

sole charge, but he does the work with the help of other staff. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether any sugarcane cuttings have been distributed in the district of 
Dinajpur where sugarcane is grown in large quantities? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Certainly. 
In Dinajpur there is a sugar factory and they must have Wn supplied there. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. With reference to answer (a)(ii), 
will the Hon’ble Minister please state the causes of deterioration and whether 
Government tried to find out any means to improve the condition ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Offhand I 
cannot say the causes. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to the reply given to 
my question, will the Hon’ble Minister please state the names of the dis- 
tricts where sugarcane cuttings were distributed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN ■ I can name 
some of the districts, but without papers I cannot mention all of them — 
almost all the districts in North Bengal, some districts of the Presidency 
Division and a smaller number of districts in Eastern Bengal. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if there is 
any s]>eoial staff' for the distribution of sugarcane cuttings? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Yes, Demon, 
strators distribute them. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to his answer just 
given, will t lie Hon’ble Minister please state whether Government is pre- 
pared to investigate into the causes of deterioration and try to remove them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Experts are 
already investigating into the matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state where does he get these sugarcane outtings, Nos. 421, 527, etc., 
from ? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: From Coim- 
batore and other places. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what considerations some of the districts of the province were 
excluded from getting that supply ? 

8 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Any district 
which wanted these cuttings was supplied with them. The districts where 
sugarcane grows in large quantities were supplied with cuttings as a matter 
of course. 

. Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state through what agency these cuttings are supplied ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As I have 
already stated, through Agricultural Demonstrators. 

Maulvi AHMED H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether sugarcane cuttings will be available from the District Agri- 
cultural Officers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Not from all 
the District Agricultural Officers. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state at what 
rate these cuttings have been supplied to the agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I want 
notice. 


Internment of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Majumdar, of Cdmilla. 

•181- Khan Bahadur ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Majumdar, of Comilla, was home-interned for 3 months under the 
Defence of India Rules? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINI8TER in Qharge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

{b) The reason is shown in the order, a copy of which is laid on the 
Library Table. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
(a) “yes”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the order of 
internment for 3 months on Maulvi Abdul Hamid Majumdar was served under 
the Defence of India Rules ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is given in the order. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, if this gentleman, viz., Maulvi Abdul Hamid Majumdar, 
was home-interned for 3 months immediately one week before the Hon’ble 
Ministers, Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan and Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 
visited Comilla? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know the dates. I 
cannot answer this question. 
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Ktan Sahib Ma nJvi MAFIZUDDIH AHMED: Will the Rouble Min inter 
be pleased to state if this gentleman was a Muslim Leaguer ? 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member can say. 
1 cannot. 

Assembly by-election of a certain constituency caused by the death of a 

sitting member. 

*132. Mr. 8* A. 8ALIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Ministci in charge of the 
Home (Constitution and Elections^ Department aware of the fact that a 
constituency of this Legislature is unrepresented on account of the death 
of Mr. Mafizuddin Choudhury, m.l.a., of BalurghatP 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the date of his death ; and 

(it) the reasons why no steps have so far been taken by the Government 
to call upon the constituency to elect a representative? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Yes. 

(b) (i) 23rd November, 1942. 

(b) (ii) Necessary action has already been taken; a notification calling* 
upon the constituency to elect a member will issue on the 4th March, 1943. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I : Will the Hon’ble the Chief Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for withholding the notification for such a long 
time ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is being investi- 
gated in the department and I cannot answer. 

Message of typhoon from Meteorological Department to the 8ubdi visional 

Officer, Tamluk. 

*138. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department lie pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

{>) that the authorities of Meteorological Department in Calcutta sent 
a message to the Subdivisional Officer, Tamluk, on the 16th 
October last, intimating that a typhoon was coming from the Bay 
of Bengal; 

iii) that the message was received by him in the morning of the 16th 
October ; 

{in) that he took no action whatsoever on that message; and 
(iv) that the people of the subdivision were kept in absolute ignorance 
of the impending catastrophe? 

(b) If tl^e answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any action has been taken against the Sub- 
divisional Officer? 

<c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) to (Hi) A telegram 

addressed to “Typhoon” (i.e., Thana Officer, Tamluk) was received by the 
Police Officer, Tamluk, on 16th October, 1942, at 10-00 hours. A copy was 
received hy the Subdivisional Officer on 16th October, 1942, at 11-30 hours 
for information. The telegTam did not suggest a “Typhoon” but “heavy 
rains, gales and cyclonic storm”. The telegram was received by the police, 
hours after the “Storm” had commenced. 

(iv) It cannot be said that the people were kept in ignorance. It may be 
noted that — 

(t) the “heavy rains” with storm had been raging from 15th evening 
intermittently, 

(it) the gale and rainsqualls set in on the early morning of the 16th, 

(ni) the cyclonic storm started at least one hour before the telegram in 
question was received by the police. 

It may further be noted that telegraphic, postal, ro-ad, river and other 
communications in the entire Tamluk area had been destroyed before the 
catastrophe. I made enquiries from local officials, Sir, and I have had no 
evidence to substantiate the statement in the printed answer, and therefore 
I ask your permission to read the answer in the way I have just now done. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, will you kindly let us 
know if in giving a printed answer a Minister is entitled to add or alter 
words on his own account ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: These answers are given according to the information 
received by the Hon’ble Minister but if subsequent information was received 
by him I think he is entitled to add to or alter it if lie so likes. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is his answer with respect to ( a)(iu )? I w*ant to know what 
action was taken. There is no answer in the Hon’ble Minister’s reply to that 
particular question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is an answer, Mr. Sen. 

Bafou NAGENDRA NATH SEN: The answer is that “the cyclonic 
storm started at least one hour before the telegram in question was received 
by the police”, but the question is what action did the Subdivisional Officer 
take on receipt of that message. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice of that 
question but for the present 1 may sav that the Subdivisional Officer did his 
utmost that possibly could be done in the circumstances to circularise the 
message. 

Babll NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be surprised 
to hear that the Subdivisional Officer did absolutely nothing? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no question: you are only giving out your 
own information. 
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Babll NACENDRA NATH SEN: What precise action did the Subdi- 
visional Officer take? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have verified myself hy 
enquiring if anything was done and I am satisfied that the Suhdi visional 
Officer did what possibly could be done. If you give me notice I shall fur- 
nish all the details. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Will the Hou’ble Minisfei be pleased to 
state what he actually means by t lie word ‘‘Congress'*' Are we 1 o under- 
stand it as meaning the *W hoc Congress" or the “Forward Floe”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Tspahani Congress! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: There is no reference to Congress in this 
question, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes there is, in the answer. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. A reference 
has been made to the printed sheet of the answer which does not form part 
of the answer for that part of the printed answer has not been read out by 
the Ilon’ble Minister. For our purposes, Sii, the answer actually given by 
the Hon’ble Minister should lie treated as his reply. So, T submit, no 
irrelevant issue should be raised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it a fact that you did not lead out that portion of 
the printed answer, Mr. Fazlul Huq ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, I did not. 

Mr. M, A. H. ISPAHANI: But that is part of the answer. Sir It will 
be taken as part of the proceedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; it does not form part of, the proceedings; it will 
be deleted from the answer. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: What was the date and hour of 
the telegram referred to whn h was de.*pai< lied from Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say that without 
notice. All the information I had in m\ possession I ha\e given. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the HonTde Chief Minister be pleased to state 
what further information he has and fmm what source, as a result of which 
he has deleted the word* “by the Congress agitators”? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I submit the 
question of deletion does not arise, because tb^ Ilon’ble Minister never 
mentioned it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Stark, you are basing your question on a part of 
a reply which was printed hut which has not been made a part of the answer, 
and that does not form part of the proceedings of this House. Therefore, 
if you raise any question on that part, that question, I hold, is irrevelant. 
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Mr. A. F. STARK: May I submit, Sir, on this point that if an answer 
is printed, it must be taken to be approved by the Minister who has made 
it. Furthermore, the Hon’ble Chief Minister in replying to this question 
said that as a result of further information supplied to him he had altered 
the answer. Are we not entitled to know what this further information is 
and from what source it has come ? 

The Hovt’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is true that the answer as 
drafted by the department was approved by me. After that was done — I 
forget the date — thefe was another question in this House, in the course of 
the reply to which the words “Congress agitators” had been used, and there 
were questions from all sides of the House as to what I meant by “Congress 
agitators” because there are various kinds of agitators. In order to make 
ray position clear, I therefore got into touch with the district authorities and 
asked them whether they were prepared to stand by the statement that they 
had been ‘‘smashed by the Congress agitators before the catastrophe”. The 
reply I got was that the fact remained that communications had been 
destroyed, hut there was no positive evidence as to who had done it. I, 
therefore, thought that I should not give the reply in the form in which it 
was prepared by the department. 

Mir. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer ( a){i ) to (m) the Hon’ble 
Minister states that “The telegram did not suggest a ‘Typhoon’ but ‘heavy 
rains, gales and cyclonic storm’ ”. Do I understand the Hon’ble Minister 
to say that the situation was not serious enough to call for immediate action 
on the part of the Nubdivisional Officer? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Subsequent events showed that 
it was very serious, but at that time the Sul>divisional Officer eould not do 
anything more than he had done in view of the conditions prevailing all 
round. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the “agitators” mentioned in this answer belonged to any political 
organisation in India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I point out that I 
have given a statement which has made the whole position clear? It is on 
account of these various insinuations coming from all sides that I tried to 
avoid any word which would give offence to the members of the House. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state at what time the flood and storm came to Tamluk? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Subdivisional Officer of Tamluk was approached by the 
Municipal Chairman for the release of boats to rescue some floating people 
and that the Subdivisional Officer had not the courtesy to comply with the 

-.A o 
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Th# ‘Hcn’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ • I am not aware. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
() tell the House whether he is ready to make an enquiry into the fact that 
vhere a big typhoon was coming, the Meteorological Department sent a 
elegram stating “heavy rains, gales and cyclonic storm”? Why did they 
end such a wrong telegram ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, the question is not directed against the 
ncompetency of the Meteorological Department, and therefore I am afraid 
hat question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, my question arises on the answer 
riven by the Hon’ble Minister that the Meteorological Department gave 
he report of heavy rains, gales and cyclonic storm. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Ro y, according to you the Meteorological staff 
ras inefficient,. You can well discuss it in the budget debate. 

Babu ASHUT08H LAHIRI: In view of the fact that actual loss of life 
ind damage to probity took place on the night of the Kith and not on the 
norning of that date, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
teps the Nubdi visional Officer took during the intervening jieriod, i.e., from 
1 a. in. of the Kith up to midnight? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has already answered to the effect that the Nubdi- 
isional Officer did everything possible in his power after ihe receipt of the 
elegram and therefore that question does not arise. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Sir, I want a definite answer because 
lere it is stated that “telegraphic, postal, road, river and other eommuniea- 
ions in the entire Tamluk area had been destroyed”. The implication is 
hat communications to village areas were rendered impossible. I want to 
enow what steps were taken to inform the townspeople of Tamluk? The 
>ubdn isional Officer got the information at 11 o’clock in the morning of the 
6th and the damage took place on the night of the 16th. There was plenty 
►f time 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You need not argue on that point. You should put 
i question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think I did answer not only 
hat question but about a dozen supplementaries. If further information is 
leeded, I wdll be prepared to answer if proper notice is given. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, may I rise to explain 
ny difficulty. What portion of the answer has been removed ? Because 

>ir, if you will read (zr), it says “It may be noted that ”, then comes 

0» (Z’z) and (z/7); after that the answer says, “It may further be noted 

hat Therefore, the two notings cannot be broken; they go together. 

(Yhich portion have you allowed to be removed? I have been disturbed in 
ny mind because Ministers should not be allowed to interfere with the given 
answers. Either they should remove the whole answer or 
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Mr, SPEAKER: Order, please, I have understood your desire. As I 
have been able to follow and understand, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
wanted to delete that part which speaks of the smashing being done by the 
Congress agitators. The last part would read thus: “It may further be 
noted that telegraphic, postal, road, river and other communications in the 
entire Tamluk area had been destroyed before the catastrophe”. That is 
what he means to say. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : By whom? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What he h as stated is this, that the local authorities 
cannot say definitely who the authors of this destruction were. 

Babll NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the entire area had been denuded of communications how is it that 
the Sulxli visional Officer, Tamluk, received a telegiaphic communication? 
It is stated in the answer that postal, telegiaphic, road, liver and other 
communications in the entire Tamluk area had been destioyed. If that is so, 
how is it that the Subdivisional Officer, Tamluk, received a telegraphic 
communication ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He got it; 1 cannot say how 
he got it. 

Relief measures to the riot-affected people of Narayangavtj subdivision, 

•134. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRY: (a) Will the Hon lde Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that he consented to certain definite terms of agreement on the 
basis of which Hindu representatives of the riot-affected areas of 
the Narayanganj subdivision, agreed to withdrawal of cases 
against the Muslim accused; and 

(//) that the terms were — 

(1) grant of gratuitous relief to the extent of one lakh of rupees 
to the Hindu sufferers in addition to the amount that had 
lapsed on 1st April, 1942; 

(21 sanction of twenty-five lakhs of rupees to be paid as compen- 
sation to the despoiled Hindus; and 
(31 establishment of five police outposts in Adiabad. Noadia, 
Burgoni, Gokulnagar and Goshar within the affected area? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the amount that has been spent in gratuitous relief in fulfilment of 
the term; 

{it) the amount, if any, that has been paid as a compensation to the 
Hindus; and 

(ml whether any new police outpost has been established: if not, why 
not? 
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(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of fulfilling the 
terms of the agreement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) { i) No. A copy of the 
petition of settlement addressed to the District Magistrate of Dacca is laid on 
the Library Table. 

(a) (n) and (c) Do not arise. 

( b ) (t) and ( ii ) A sum of Its. 1, '35, 000 was spent on gratuitous relief in 
the riot-affected area of Narayanganj subdivision in pursuance of Govern- 
ment decision on the subject : of this Its. 50, 000 disbursed for purchase of 
food was distributed to Hindus and Muslims and Its. 85,000, for supplying 
artisans with tools and building houses, was distributed among Hindus only* 
since they alone had their tools or stock in trade or houses burnt or looted. 

Uii) Orders have issued for the establishment of five additional police 
outposts within Kaipura and Shib]>ore police-stations for one year in the first 
instance. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answei will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether previous to the settlement 
arrived at at Narayanganj the Hon 'file the Chief Minister accompanied by 
the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur ol Dacca and Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
visited a locality and held meetings and conferences with the leaders of the 
local Hindu community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that is so. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hlc Minister be pleased to 
state whether lie made any commitments there as to the relief? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember what state- 
ments were made by the Hon’ble Ministers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to 
state if he is in a jM>sition to contradict me if 1 say that those couunitments 
were made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M> y have been. I don’t 
remember. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether a deputation of some Hindu leaders met him at his house at 
Jhowtala Road two months ago and made the same demand to him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not exactly remember, but 
certain gentlemen saw me. I think I referred the matter to the local 
authorities. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he remembers that he definitely told them that he would cer tainly 
look into their grievances and see to it that the promises are redeemed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not only that; I advised them 
to get into touch with the local authorities. 
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Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
the sum of Its. 85,000 distributed for supplying- artisans with tools and 
building houses has been distributed among the Hindus and no money has 
been distributed among the Muslims? 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: That is in the answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Petitions from Muslims were 
received and they have been sent to Dacca for disposal. 

Mf. ABDU LLA-AL-MAHMOOD : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to si ate what was the agency for distribution of this Rs. 50,000? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say that off-hand. But 
if I may take it as a notice, I can give details. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
be pleased to inform the House whether there are any Muslim artisans in the 
areas under discussion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, Sir, some petitions, as 
I have said, have been received from Muslims who call themselves small 
artisans of this class and those petitions have been sent to the local authori- 
ties with our recommendations for disposal. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: By when does he expect a decision 
from the local authorities on this point? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 believe the petitions have been 
disposed of and that favourably to the applicants. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any Muslim houses — houses either of artisans or any class of 
people — were burnt and looted in the locality? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am afraid I cannot go into 
communal details without materials before me. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN : My question is not communal; it is for 
information. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? 
The Hon’ble the Chief Ministei has not answered the question on grounds 
of communalism. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, no. I have answered your 
question. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Not mine, but your supporter’* 
question. 

While the whole answer is based on distinction between Hindus and 
Muslims is he justified in withholding the information asked for? 

M* SPEAKER I His answer, as far as I understand, is that he could not 
go into the details. That is the whole trouble. 
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Mr. ABDUR A AMMAN SIDDIQI : Ou communal grounds. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not on communal grounds. 
If my friend reads in my statement something that I did not mean, I cannot 
help it. What I said was that it communal details are wanted I must have 
notice. 

Questions relating to the Departments of Commerce y Labour and Industry. 

(Stalled question No. 134 A was called.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I have not yet got 

the files. I have got only one file reguiding mistimed question No. 12. The 
question may be held over. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Su, what has happened ? We could 
not hear the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He says that he is not ready vet to answer the question, 
because he has not got the file. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: What is youi ruling, Sir? When is it 
going to be answered? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question of lulmg. You all know that 
yesterday it was stated that questions relating to the department, of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca would l>e answered from today. That is 
why these questions were put up. It now ap|>ears that the Hon’ble 
Mr. Barman was in charge and he says that so tai as this purticulni question 
is concerned he has not got the files before him and he is not leady to 
answer it. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I rise on a point of order, Sii ? 
An assurance was given to the Chair by the Council of Ministers through its 
President. Don’t you think, Sir, that this is an indignity to the Chair, which 
should not be tolerated according to the parliamentary piactice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a relief that, my honourable 
friend is not in the Chair! (Laughter.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, I do not want to have 
a reply from a member of the Government, because I consider that this 
Government has offered this indignity to the Chair. I should like to know 
your ruling, your view of the matter. 

# 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, I do not know exactly if it is an indignity 
to the Chair. If it is an indignity to the Chair, it would be an indignity to 
the whole House. I doubt whether it can be called an indignity. The 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister no doubt made a statement that he would make 
arrangement and perhaps some arrangement has been made. With regard 
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to this particular question, the Hon’ble Minister who was entrusted with this 
work pleads his inability to answer it. I doubt very much whether it is an 
indignity either to the Chair or to the House. If the Hon’ble Minister had, 
for example, stated “I have not got sufficient time to answer or to make 
myself ready”, I doubt whether that also would have been an indignity. 
They can certainly ask for some time and in this particular case, as far as 
I have been able to ascertain, up till now from their conduct it does not 
appear that they are asking for time for answering other questions. It is 
only with regard to one particular question. That is the point. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, may I suggest that this per- 
mission to withhold the question could have been obtained from you before 
the sitting today? He could have come and apologised to you and said ‘*1 
am very sorry 1 am not ready”, but is it proper for him to come to the House 
and when the question is called up by the Secretary, to say ‘‘I am not ready” ? 
It was his duty to be ready. They are running away from their actual duties. 
That I call an indignity to the Chair. 

The Hen’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on a point of 
personal explanation. I was really told this noon — after 12 — that I would 
have to do the job for the Nawab Bahadur in the Council. I had to prepare 
myself foi one Bill, one resolution and one question. So far as this question 
is concerned, I did not even know l»efore I came to the House that there was 
any short-notice question to be answered. So, I could not even ask the 
depaitment to furnish me with the necessary papers. T shall certainly answer 
it tomorrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: J think that explanation will l>e accepted by the House, 
but I want to know one thing. Mr. Hannan, are you prepared to answer 
other questions? Let us not be in the same difficulty with regard to other 
questions. 

The Hou’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, so far as today is 
concerned, 1 have been furnished with only one file in connection with 
{Tnstarred Question No. 12. As regards the other held-over questions, I 
think I shall be ready to answer two questions daily. That would be con- 
venient for me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will take 15 days. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: All light, I shall try 
to answer more questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Four questions a day will do. 

The Hen’hle Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: All right, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I take it that the Hon’ble Minister will answer 
one question today and on and from tomorrow he will answer four questions 
relating to the department of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur in the order in 
which they; are printed. 



1943 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


123 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Compensating a security prisoner for loss of articles. 

38. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: wp Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether security prisoner Babu Debabrata Ray, sou of Babu Oharu 
Chandra Ray, m.l.a., has not yet got back one of his luggages 
which were in the custody of the escoits during his trunsier from 
the Hijli Special Jail to the Dacca Central Jail in February, 
and 

(ii) whether the said Babu Debabrata Ray has sent several petitions to 
the Government to get back his luggage but to no effect? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
be pleased to state what action has been taken on those petitions? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of compensating 
Debabrata Babu for the articles contained in the said luggage? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: m) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The matter is still under my consideration. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased 
to state whether any effort was made by the police to trace the missing 
article? 

The Hon’ble Mir. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Must have been. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, from answer to question (a) it appears 
that the security prisoner Babu Debabrata Roy lost his aiticle more than 
a year ago. Now, will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state what stood 
in the way of' Government taking action so Jong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have been trying to find out 
the luggage. 

Mir. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to 
state how long we will have to wait for the decision of the Government in 
the matter of compensation to the security prisoner in question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will try to pass an older in 
two weeks. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMiAN 8IDDIQI: Will Government consider the pro- 
position of .insuring the luggages of such men as security prisoners in 
future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I can consider that question if 
I am furnished with the name of the company in view. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8100IQ4: Is Government considering the 
' question of paying compensation to the gentleman who has lost his luggage? 

The Hon’ble Mir. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is under consideration. 

Liaison Officer between civil and military authorities in Bengal. 

39. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Defence Department be pleased to state whether there is 
any Liaison Officer between the civil and military authorities in Bengal P 

(h) If the 'answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) his name; 

(??’) the date of his appointment ; 

(in) whether he is a — 

(1) military officer, or 

(2) civil officer; 

(iv) the functions he has to perform ; 

(v) the name of the immediate officer of the Liaison Officer ; and 

(vi) whether Government have any intention of constituting a Board 
consisting of not, more than 15 members to advise the liaison 
Officer as regards the requirements and grievances of the civil 
population in Bengal? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEFENCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): (a) Yes. 

(b) (?) Mr. M. 0. Carter, c.i.e., i.c.s. 

(ti) 5th September, 1942 (afternoon). 

(ni) A civil officer. 

(ir) To ensure the closest co-operation between Government and the Army 
and R.A.F. authorities in all questions affecting the prosecution of the war. 
(v) The question is not understood. 

(vt) No. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: With reference to answer (b)(iv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister please state if the curtailment of railway services, 
cuituilment of steamer services, the denial policy and the various restrictions 
imjxwed upon the despatch of goods and parcels by railway are within the 
purview of the work to be done by this officer, Mr. .Carter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTDSH KUMAR BASU; Mr. Carter is a Liaison 
Officer between Government and the Army. He is not a Liaison Officer 
between the public and the Army. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Does the Hon’ble Minister think that 
the availability of public conveyances for the speedy locomotion of goods 
and passengers is not within the purview of Government? 
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Th# Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BAAU : If Buch matters are refer- 
red to Government, Government will certainly consider what use can be made 
of the services of the Liaison Officer in these respects. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Is there any Home Defence Depart- 
ment under the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : There are certain matters 
relating to defence 1 which are dealt with by the Government of Bengal in the 
Home Department. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: There is no such thing as Home 
Defence Department so far as information of the public is concerned — we have 
heard of a Co-ordination Officer in the Civil Defence organisation — because 
Home Defence Department would in ordinary parlance be expected to lie 
under the Commander-in-Chief. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you going to ask a question ? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Yes, Sir. Where does the Home 
Defence Department reside ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : It resides in the brain of 
the questioner because the word 1 ‘Defence” ought to have been within 
brackets. That w T ould indicate that within the Home Department there is 
a Defence Branch. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mi. Speaker, I appreciate his trying 
to avoid an answer. There is no bracket printed and, thereofre, if a Minis- 
ter tries to mislead the House in this manner, I hoj»e you will come down 
upon him. It is the Home Defence Department which has l>een given an 
identity and we know nothing about it. There is no bracket printed in the 
question. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Ministei, after having himself made 
a mistake, is so insolent antT impertinent as to pass such remarks against 
another member of the House. What does he think of himself? 

MT. 8PEAKER* I think the answer given by the Hon’ble Mr. Basil 
was not worded happily. It could have l>een given in a better way. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : The gentleman who had 
flown into a rage was wholly unjustified. The reference was not to the 
gentleman member who asked me where this department resided but the 
refeience was to the member who has put the question without putting the 
word “Defence” within brackets. If they are so anxious to take offence, 
they will always take offence. Nobody can prevent it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions over. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Application for leave of absence. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
this Assembly do permit Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal representing the Mur- 
shidabad General Rural Constituency to be absent from the meetings of the 
Assembly with effect from the 15th September, 1942, till the end of this 
session during which he is unable to attend the meetings of the Assembly. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

DEMANDS FOR CRANT8. 

42 — Co-operation. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Mr. Speaker, 
3Sii, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 16,46,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
4 '42 — Co-operation’ ’ . 

Sir, while presenting this demand before the House I want to make a 
brief observation and place before the House a short history of the working 
of the co-operative movement in this province for the year under review for 
the information of honourable members as well as for getting suggestions 
from them for the improvement of the "department if and where they think 
necessary. 

The most outstanding event during the year and perhaps in the history 
of the co-operative movement in Bengal has been the introduction of the 
long awaited Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 1940, and the Bengal 
Co-operative Societies Rules, 1942. In order to take the fullest advantage 
of these new measures the bye-laws of the co-operative societies are being 
amended in the light of the new provisions. When things have settled down 
it is expected that these measures will exercise a salutary effect on the move- 
ment as a whole. On the one hand they provide safeguards against maladmi- 
nistration of the societies while on the other they are also liberal in their 
outlook so far as the well-managed societies are concerned. Section 10 of 
the Act provides for delegation of all or any of the powers entrusted with 
the Registrar other than those specified in the Second Schedule upon, any 
co-operative society in respect of its constituent societies. As a matter of 
fact on an analogy of this principle a bold step has already been taken by 
conferring under section 10(a) of the Act the powers of the Registrar on the 
general managers of the three railways with regard to the three very success- 
ful railway societies, viz., the East Indian Railway Employees’ Co-operative 
Society, Eastern Bengal Railway Employees’ Co-operative Society and the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway Employees’ Co-operative Society. 

The policy of the rehabilitation of the movement is being pursued with 
a greater determination so far as the liquefaction of the old frozen debts are 
concerned. The members are being constantly urged to come to the Debt 
: Settlement Boards and have their debts scaled down strictly according to 
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their repaying capacity. Ten more Co-operative Special Debt Settlement 
Boards were set up during the year. The total number of these boards is 
now 206. The working of these boards has shown a definite improvement. 
Debts to the extent of Rs. 57-43 lakhs were settled in 1941-42 as against 
Rs 16*15 lakhs in 1940-41. (hop loans are also being supplied to these 
societies out ol the funds provided by Government. Iu 1941-42 crop loan 
to the extent of Rs. 44*45 lakhs was advanced by Government through the 
Provincial Bank to the Central Banks. Out of this Rs. 36*53 lakhs has 
been realised leaving a balance of Rs. 7*92 lakhs about half of which is due 
from tlie Chittagong Division alone, where the collection suffered consider- 
ably because of the approach of the war towards the borders. 

The obligatory charges of the Central Banks have also been reduced as 
far as practicable. In the case of the Central Banks placed in difficult 
financial position, either the rates of interest on deposits have been materially 
reduced or the payment of interest has been suspended altogether with the 
consent (direct or implied) of the depositors who have shown commendable 
spiiit of sacrifice and also patience so far. Payment of the principal amount 
is being made to them on a pro rata basis. 

The original ‘‘Debenture Scheme” has been replaced by a revised scheme 
known as the “Rehabilitation Scheme”. The data furnished in the “l)eben- 
tuie Scheme” are out of date and are also not very reliable because of the 
hasty collection thereof by the agencies of the Central Banks. It has, there- 
to] e, been considered necessary to have all debts of the members scaled down 
and titled by Debt Settlement Boards strictly according to iheii iepa\ing 
capacity. This alone can give ns a fairly accurate estimate oi realisable 
assets and bad debts of the societies. The issue of debenture has also not 
luen considered advisable for \ annus ipasons and socially the picsent 
unsettled money market under the war conditions has also influenced this 
decision. The “Rehabilitation Scheme” has passed thiough the Finance 
Department and is expected to be placed before the Cabinet shortly. 

Four more Land Mortgage Banks were established during the financial 
veai 1942-43. Necessary staff has been piovided for them by Government 
and the Government have also undertaken to finance all the Land Mortgage 
Banks in view of the inability of the Provincial Bank to advance long-term 
loans to these Banks out of their short or medium term deposits. The 
depaitment has been paying increasing attention to the development of the 
co-operative marketing of the produce of the members of co-operative 
societies. Seven more multipurpose societies were organised this year. 
Government have also appointed a Special Officer for the development of the 
business of these societies. In 1941-42 the multipurpose and agricultural 
maiketing societies handled agricultural produce to the value of Rs. 12 lakhs 
44 thousand and made a net profit of Rs. 1 lakh 31 thousand as against Rs. 6 
lakhs 78 thousand and Rs. 56 thousand respectively of the previous year. 
Government are also financing from the current year 11 of these marketing 
societies which are more important. Rs. 5 lakhs have been sanctioned so far 
for the purpose and Rs. 2 lakhs more have been asked for, for the 
Barba tipur society which is the largest of its kind with a rice mill 
9 
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of its own and also Rs. 1 lakh for the Central Paddy Sale Society in Calcutta. 
The multipurpose societies mainly undertake marketing- of paddy and rice 
and are situated in the paddy-grOwing areas. A scheme for assisting the 
marketing societies with staff at Government expenses and with free giants 
or long term loans at a low rate of interest with a view to enable them to 
meet the cost of construction of godowns is under consideration of the 
Government. 

Two jute sale societies were set up during the year at Belakoba in the 
district of Jalpaiguri and at Sarisabari in the district of Mymensingh which 
are important jute centres. The cost of management is being borne by the 
Indian Central Jute Committee. The Bengal Government has provided a 
working capital of Its. 4,000 to each of these societies. There are also 
giading parties attached to the societies and the cost is borne by the Indian 
Cential Jute Committee. The main object of the societies is to teach grading 
to the growers and to show how to improve the quality of jute so that they 
may realise better price. The societies receive jute of their members and 
after grading sell it to the local balers who appear to be sympathetically 
disposed towards them. The Belakoba society has made a profit of Rs. 1,800 
and the Sarisabari society Rs, 2,300. After allocation to the Reserve Fund 
under the Co-operative Societies Act the major portion of the profits is pro- 
posed to be distributed as bonus to the members. If these societies prove 
successful more such societies are proposed to be orgaJsed in other part** of 
the jute-growing areas. 

Increased attention is also being paid to the development of the 
industrial side of the movement. Two Industrial Unions were organised 
during the year. The total number of such Unions now is 12. There is a 
Special Assistant Registrar with expert qualification in charge of these 
societies and he is assisted by a staff consisting of a Marketing Officer and 
(i weaving experts and 13 weaving supervisors. The activities of the 
industrial societies have increased as will be evidenced by the fact that they 
produced textiles worth Rs. 2 lakhs 94 thousand and made a profit of Rs. 23 
thousand as against Rs. 2 lakhs 49 thousand and Rs. 14,000 respectively. 
The industrial side has been greatly benefited by the Government of India 
grant for handloom industries. Rupees 0 lakhs 29 thousand have so far been 
received from this source. 

A conference of Assistant Registrars and prominent non-officials 
interested in the development of cottage industries was convened in November 
last and was presided over by the Minister in charge. A comprehensive 
scheme is under preparation for large scale improvement in the conditions 
of cottage industries in Bengal. The department has secured orders for 
textile goods to the value of about Rs. 8 lakhs from the Additional 
Directorate-General of Supplies, Bombay, and these orders will be distributed 
amongst the weavers’ co-operaitve societies. More such orders are likely 
to be received if the present order can be executed to the satisfaction of the 
authorities. 

After the expiry of the Government of India grant the Co-operative 
Training Institute is now being maintained out of provincial revenues. The 
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scheme of Co-opefative Education has been further strengthened by appoint- 
ment of 5 peripatetic instructional units for the 5 Commissioners’ Divisions. 
They are holding refresher courses for the departmental officers as well as 
for the officers of the Central and other important Banks who have already 
received their training in the Institute and also educate the members of the 
village societies in the principles and practice of co-operation. The appoint- 
ment of these peripatetic instructional units marks a distinct advance in the 
development of the scheme for Co-operative Education. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand for 
Rs. 16,46,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion in order to raise a discussion on the failure of 
Government to improve the working of the rural co-operative societies and 
the Provincial Co-operative Bank. Sir, year after year we had invited the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister concerned as also of the House to the 
serious set-back to which the rural societies in Bengal were subjected 
during the last few years. We had also on the floor of the House submitted 
certain concrete proposals for the improvement of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment as a whole and in particular for improving rural credit. Unfortunately, 
Sir, in spite of the very long narration of the Hon’ble Minister in charge the 
experience that we have in the rural areas is that rural credit has gone 
shrunk and today the position of the agriculturist is far worse than what it 
was five years ago. Under the circumstances it is only logical and fair 
that we in the House should be in a position to know what the new Hon hie 
Minuter in charge is doing. 

It is nearly a year, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister in charge has been at 
his task and we find that although hopes were entertained the position of the 
rural societies has gone from bad to worse. Sir, during the last two yeurs a 
large number of new officers were appointed and the difficulties that the 
department had put up as standing in the way of reforms were largely 
removed. We had also passed a new legislation giving wide powers to the 
Provincial Registrar and his men, and yet we find today the position of 
rural societies continues to be still as bad as before. 

I would not today dilate upon the number of instances of defalcation, of 
frozen assets and of bad and careless handling of funds by a number of 
societies. These are too numerous to enumerate. I would only confine 
myself to the general observation that in spite of the activities of the depart- 
ment rural credit has not improved and rural societies have not shown any 
enlivened situation. Furthermore, Sir, I feel that so far as the Provincial 
Co-operative Bank is concerned the management which now calls for 
immediate, attention as has been the experience of the last few years has not 
been revised. We have also found that Government is proposing to start on 
new schemes. Some of these schemes had been on the anvil for some time 
past, and particularly I would mention, as I have already given notice of in 
a subsequent cut motion, the Land Mortgage Banks. Sir, in those new 
ventures that we notice we do not find any active attempt to solve the problem 
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of multiple societies. We had been on the floor of the House clamouring 
for consumers’ societies, for extending the principles of co-operation to 
cottage industries and to other directions. We have not had so far any 
indication of actively solving these problems by the department. 

I submit also that so far as the subvention that the Government of Bengal 
had undertaken to bear, with regard to the Provincial Co-operative Bank, 
goes, it is now time that a revision should be made in the policy that was at 
one time pursued and if the Provincial Co-operative Bank now shows no 
definite sign of improvement, a committee should be appointed to investigate 
into its affairs and to see if any further reforms are needed in its management 
and administration. Sir, I feel that the welfare of our province, particularly 
the rural areas, depends largely on the improvement of co-operation. The 
co-operative movement in Bengal compared to other provinces, particularly 
Bombay and Madras, has been in a very backward position, and yet, Sir, 
we do not find any attempt to improve the situation. 

A few years ago we had certain experts sent for studying conditions in 
oilier provinces and also certain members went outside India for special 
studies. It is unfortunate, Sir, that one officer, a senior officer, who was 
given definite training in the handling of the Co-operative Department and 
who was subsequently chosen to hold the high office of the Registrar was 
subsequently for reasons best known to the Government transferred to 
another department. We are not aware why is it that this change was effect- 
ed. If political choice or political likes and dislikes have come in the way, we 
must be in a position to know what politics was involved in sending one 
officer, specially trained for undertaking this work, to some other place. 
The House may be well aware that large powers are vested in the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies, and on the choice of the Registrar depends the 
success or failure of the entire department. There are many brilliant men 
in the Civil Service who would be only too happy to serve the province in the 
capacity of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies and who would also acquit 
themselves very well and yet we are not aware of any consistent policy of 
Government in placing the right type of persons to the right places. Once 
you put in somebody in charge of the Co-operative Department, it is only 
fair that you should give him a chance for a pretty long period of time. 
Government should not, as they do in other departments, change the officers 
off and on, because the Registrar is the pivot of the whole Co-operative 
Department, and if they make a good choice, they should stick to the same 
and leave him some opportunity to do good to the people through a well 
organised and well planned co-operative movement in the province. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion and I would leave my friends 
to follow me and, in particular, I would request the Speaker to permit Mr. Sen 
to supplement me. 

Khan Bahadur AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 16,46.000 for expenditure under the head 
“42— Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a 
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discussion for the failure of Government to scale down debts of the borrow- 
ers of the Co-operative Societies according to their paying capacity and float 
loans on debenture scheme. 

Sir, when the Co-operative Act was on the legislative anvil, it was given 
to understand that loans of all borrowers would be scaled down to the paying 
capacity of the borrowers and the Central Bank will be financed by issuing 
debentures. 

Accordingly, a sub-committee was formed to consider the question 
which after a laborious task submitted their report which was examined by 
the Co-operative Department and it was also given to understand that the 
matter was placed before the Government for final consideration, but two 
years have elapsed and nothing has been done as yet. Just now the Hon’ble 
Minister says that the scheme will not be workable on account of present 
difficulty of the money market on account of the war. 

As debts of co-operative societies are not within the purview of the 
Money-Lenders Act, poor debtors are being asked to pay much more than 
principal as interest, and rate of interest in village societies is still very 
high and in many cases the properties of these poor debtors are being 
sold in execution of decrees and awards. There are some co-operative debt 
settlement boards but there these debtors cannot get relief as in ordinary 
boards, as almost in every such board Inspectors or Auditors of Co-operative 
Credit Societies are Chairmen and the majority of the members of these 
boards are eager to look more to the interest of the Co-operative Banks and 
societies than the cases of the individual member. Moreover, now condition 
of the majority of the members of the village societies are so bad that they 
are half starved, half naked and on the verge of starvation; it is not possible 
for them even to pay their dues settled by these boards by way of instal- 
ments. Certificates are being issued for default of kists and certificate 
officers refuse to give sufficient time to pav off their dues in better days. 
It is not that individual members are only in difficulty; so also the whole 
society is in difficulty as it cannot meet the demands of the Central Banks. 
The assets of almost all Central Banks are thus frozen and they can hardly 
pay their depositors or to the Provincial Bank; so credit has greatly shaken. 
If Government do not come to the rescue the whole movement is bound to 
collapse. 

I shudder to think the inevitable consequence which is likely to follow 
if this movement fails for apathy of the Government. Owing to the passing 
of the Money-Lenders Act and operation of Debt Settlement Boards people 
can hardly get any loan from local mahajan*. The only course open for 
these poor people is to sell their lands and save them from impending 
starvation, but the majority of the cultivators will be turned as landless 
labourers. If these cultivators who are the backbone of the societies are 
crippled in this way the whole r ural stri cture is surely to be doomed for 
ever. 
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I request the Hon’ble Minister through you, Sir, to reconsider the 
question of debenture scheme. 

With these few words, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maulvi Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 16,46,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion 
about (1) debenture scheme, (2) short-term crop loan, (3) minimising the 
rate of audit cess, and (4) provincialisation of the services of the supervisors 
of the Central Banks. 

Sir, when the country is faced with an alarming situation, when all other 
credit facilities have been dried up, when cultivators badly require money 
not for luxuries b it only for productive purposes to meet the bare cost of 
cultivation they have been deprived of the fullest advantage of short-term 
crop loan which is the only credit facility available to them. 

The sum of Rs. 30 lakhs has been advanced to the Central Banks to meet 
short-term crop loan though there was a provision of Rs. 60 lakhs in the last 
year’s budget. Members of the co-operative societies have been hard hit 
due to this callous attitude of the Ministry. 

Rupees 25 has been fixed as the maximum loan to be advanced to a 
member. .This, I think, is a sheer injustice to many jotedars who happen 
to be members of the co-operative societies and the maximum amount 
should be raised to Rs. 50. 

Where land mortgage banks have not come into operation members find 
it a very difficult job to meet the bare cost of cultivation with a paltry sum 
of Rs. 25. In spite of 30 years’ efforts, barely 6 per cent, of the entire 
population are in some way or other connected with this movement. There 
is ample scope of expansion of its activities in different directions. 
Experience has clearly shown that if there be expansion of societies with 
sufficient ( are and caution there is nothing to lose. Bengal Government 
can easily secure money for a short period on treasury bills with a nominal 
interesl varying from 8 annas to 11 annas. If Government raises a loan to 
the extent of Rs. 3 crores and if this amount is utilised in expanding 
societies it would be of immense benefit to the agriculturists of this province. 

Now, Sir, with regard to debenture scheme provided in sections 33 and 
34 of the Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 1940, no decision has yet been 
reached by the Ministry. With reference to this scheme the Hon’bfle 
Minister in the last Budget Session said: “A scheme for the rehabilitation 
of the co-operative societies is under examination of the Government. As 
soon as the scheme is approved by Government effect would be given.” 
Twelve months have since elapsed but still we are quite in the dark about 
the decision. Responsible officers appointed to examine the assets of the 
societies thought good, and detailed statements from all the societies have 
been taken to ascertain to what extent guaranteed debentures can be 
issued. The scheme as drawn up by the Registrar has already been approved 
by the Reserve J3ank of India. 
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The interest on deposits of the Central Banks has been stopped. The 
depositors are quite willing to forego a substantial part of their principal 
money even at the rebate of 50 per cent., but the financial position of the 
Central Banks does not permit to meet this legitimate demand of the 
depositors. When no other alternative is left open, the depositors are 
compelled to take resort to the civil courts. To inspire confidence, to stop 
onrush of the depositors to the civil courts and to give an impetus to the 
Central Bank to receive fresh deposits, the debenture scheme should be 
implemented as soon as possible. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has just now 
stated that Special Debt Settlement Boards have been established and 
several lakhs of rupees have already been provided. ,But you know, Sir, 
that the working capital of the Central Banks is several crores of rupees 
and it would take several years to get the whole amount settled hy the 
co-operative special debt settlement boards; and if this be the decision of 
the Ministry that after the settlement of debts by the Debt Setlement Boards 
the debenture scheme would be taken up then I submit, Sir, that the deben- 
ture scheme would never be taken up. At the present time the audit cess 
is assessed on the basis of working capital to the extent of 10 annas per 
hundred. This has told heavily upon the members of the Co-operative 
Societies and to realise these dues from the members certificate procedure 
under the Public Demands Recovery Act is adopted and coercive measures 
are taken against the members. This procedure has made the movement 
very much unpopular and the word “co-operation’ ’ has become a misnomer 
Till the 31st March, 1939, surplus audit cess lying with the department was 
Rs. 9,22,802, and now I understand it has accumulated in the neighbour- 
hood of 11 lakhs. Government should contribute a major portion, if not 
entirely, to meet the establishment of the auditing staff. Audit cess may 
be assessed on the basis of net profit or in the alternative the rate should 
be reduced to 5 annas per hundred on the working capital. 

Supervisors of the Central Banks are the real backbone of the co-opera- 
tive movement, but all sorts of privileges which they can legitimately claim 
have been denied to them. There has been much agitation for provinciali- 
sation of their services, but it is deplorable that no consideration has been 
given to it. The entire structure of the movement will collapse if their 
valuable services are not properly recognised. The proposal to absorb o 
per cent, of the auditors from the supervising staff has not yet materialised. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Masud, your time is up. 

Maulvi Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Sir, I will just finish. The Royal Com- 
mission on Agriculture in India rightly observed that the attempt to 
devolve the work of supervision on Central Banks has proved a failure and 
we consider it desirable that finance and supervision should be under 
separate control.” There is also provision under section 81 of the Bengal 
Co-operative Societies Act, 1940, to have a constitution of an authority to 
supervise the working of co-operative societies. A separate machinery to 
place under its disposal the services of the supervisors should be immediately 
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set up. Hesides supervision the duty of the supervising staff would be 
to educate the members and to teach them the principles of thrift and self- 
help. To enhance the prestige of the Central Banks, to save the co-operators 
from financial ruin, to regenerate and to revitalise the movement, all these 
factors should be taken into immediate consideration. If co-operative move- 
ment fails, there will fail the best hope of rural Bengal. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 16,46,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-opera tion” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the scheme for establish- 
ing more Land Mortgage Banks. I have little to add to what I have already 
said in connection with the other cut motion, but I would like to know 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge the whole scheme of Land Mortgage 
Banks because we have had in the past a very sad experience of Land 
Mortgage Banks in Bengal. 

Sir, the Land Mortgage Banks that were at one time introduced were 
not on the initiative of those who were goiug to benefit therefrom and as 
such they had no co-operative principle behind them. After some time it 
was noticed that most of them came to grief. Only one bank ultimately 
survived and another bank could be kept alive with great difficulty. There- 
after, Sir, an officer of this Government along with some other persons 
made special study of the Land Mortgage Banks in Madras. I am aware 
of the various difficulties involved in preparing a full-fledged scheme of 
Land Mortgage Banks in this province. Therefore I seek information about 
the present scheme and as to how Government propose to avoid pitfalls that 
are necessarily likely to follow from the establishment of such banks. In 
the rural areas I realise only five, six or seven Land Mortgage Banks will 
not help, but we require for these areas a very large number of Land Mort- 
gage Banks because after the passing of the Money-Lenders Act credit 
there has practically vanished. On the success of the present number of 
Land Mortgage Banks depends very largely the welfare of rural Bengal, 
and that is all the more reason for informing the House about the entire 
scheme. I would particularly like to know how, to what extent and on 
what general principles these Land Mortgage Banks are likely to be ad- 
ministered : how is the Government proposing to have the management of 
these banks left in the hands of the Directors: what is the guarantee that 
the Government has now devised to see that expert knowledge and as far 
as possible banking experience may be brought to the services of the 
newly-constituted Land Mortgage Banks. And further I would like to 
know whether there is any guarantee going to be obtained from these banks 
that if they obtain large advances from the Government either direct or 
through the Provincial Co-operative Bank they would be in a position to 
repay these advances with proper interest in time. Hitherto we have had 
experience of remissions; particularly when we are confronted with rural 
people there is a sort of secret sympathy lurking in the mind of everybody 
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that any amount advanced to our agriculturist population need not be 
realised. This is a very dangerous psj r ehology, and I feel that when you 
have Land Mortgage Banks established with the money furnished by 
Government there should be better arrangements for realisation and stricter 
supervision over realisation would be necessary in order to see that these 
banks succeed. Furthermore, I am not quite sure what system of guarantee 
Government would evolve to find out that there would not be any reckless 
investment. We have certain very good books on this and in particular 
I had invited the attention of Government last year to a book by 
Dr. Quairaishi, and I would invite the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to that book once more. There the principle of State Bank has 
been very elaborately examined and the manner in which similar advances 
are made in different countries within the British Empire has been examined. 
It is a very illuminating book from which much can be learnt. I submit 
the House is entitled to know on what basis the Government is proceeding. 

Sir, I do not want to move t^Jiis motion as a motion with a view to 
criticise an act of Government. The Government is proceeding on a new 
scheme and has only started a new lease of life for some of these old banks. 

I would like to know from Government the details of what the Government 
is proposing to do. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I beg to speak on the motion just 
moved by my honourable friend Mr. Abul Masud. So far as co-operation 
itself is concerned, I would speak something about short-term loan. Last 
year also during the Budget Discussion I spoke about the crop loan or, as is 
generally known, short-term loan. In the current year the Government 
advanced 30 lakhs of rupees as crop loan or short-term loan. Though the 
provision during the year was for 60 lakhs of rupees, at page 90 of the 
Red Book it is seen that in the revised estimates it was only 30 lakhs of 
rupees that was provided, and they have provided 60 lakhs of rupees for the 
coming year for crop loan and for advances to co-operative multi-purposes 
societies and other societies. I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister 
what amount has been specifically earmarked for crop loan. This year there 
is dearth of money everywhere, especially in the jute-growing areas, where 
the agriculturists had to sell their jute at a very cheap price, and over and 
above the money that Government intended to advance to them could not 
be advanced. So, the need for short-term loan in jute-growing areas, 
especially, is very great. Sir. I speak for my own district of Mymensingh 
where people are clamouring for short-term loans, but Government, I find, 
have provided only Rs. 60 lakhs out of which they also intend to finance 
other societies like multi-purposes societies. My request to Government is 
that they should provide much more money for crop loan. Then there is 
another difficulty. When applications are made for crop loans, a loan of 
Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 only is given; in some cases Rs. C or Rs. 7 was advanced. 
Sir, such sums are ridiculously low for the purpose of crop loans, for with 
such amounts the agriculturist can do nothing. In any case, therefore, if 
advances are to be given the amount should lo. be below Rs. 2o. 
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Then, Sir, I have some suggestions to offer in connection with the Land 
Mortgage Banks. From the Red Book it appears that last year Government 
provided Rs. 7 lakhs, but in the present estimate for 1943-44 they have 
provided only Rs. 3,50,000. The Hon’ble Minister has just now stated 
that Government have started four more banks in addition to the five banks 
which have been in existence in the whole of Bengal for some years past. 
Sir, in the district of Mymensingh with a population of 60 lakhs there is 
only one Land Mortgage Bank. You can well imagine, Sir, how it is 
possible for one bank to advance money to a population of 60 lakhs. More- 
over, Sir, the amount placed at the disposal of the Land Mortgage Banks 
is ridiculously low which cannot do justice even to a small fraction of the 
people who file applications for loans. So, I request the Hon’ble Minister 
to see, now when credit in rural areas has almost dried up, that both the 
number of as well as the amounts placed at the disposal of each of these 
banks be increased. I also suggest that on the experience gained by the 
existing five Land Mortgage Banks now working in the province for the 
last three or four years more such banks # should be started and more money 
should be placed at their disposal. 

So far as the crop loan is concerned, Sir, I would request the Govern- 
ment to see that such loans are given in the month of Chart ra or Baisakh 
because in the jute-growing areas people will need money to purchase paddy 
and jute seeds and unless loans are given in Chaitra or Baixakh they will 
be of no avail. I may in this connection draw' the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to one point and that is that the Central Banks are not at all 
sympathetic towards the agriculturists in giving the crop loans. Sir, the 
crop loans have to be secured through the agency of the Central Banks. 
But some of the Directors are not in favour of giving this loan on the ground 
that it does not give any benefit to the Central Bank; on the other hand, 
it impedes the realisation of the old debts. In my own subdivisional town 
of Kishoreganj the Central Bank authorities are not at all anxious or willing 
to give crop loan, but the agriculturists themselves on account of the 
absence of other credit agencies have to approach the Central Bank for 
such loan. I would therefore urge the Hon’ble Minister to see that Central 
Banks do not show apathy in giving loans to the agriculturists. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to support the ^notion moved so ably by my honourable friend, Maulvi Kazi 
Abul Masud. The motion has raised several issues. I would like to confine 
myself to the consideration of tw r o items only, viz., item No. (2) relating 
to “short-term crop loan” and item No. (4 s ) which relates to provincialisa- 
tion of the services of the supervisors of the Central Banks. So far as 
short-term crop loan is concerned I need hardly say that these crop loans 
are doing yeoman’s service to the poor agriculturists because it is given 
at a time when the agriculturists have no money in their hands and when 
they require money very badly for raising crops. It was painful to see that 
last year the short-term crop loan that was advanced was too inadequate. 
This year also the money that has been provided, if I may say so, is grossly 
inadequte. I would like to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in 
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charge of the Department that some hardships are being caused by some 
Central Banks throughout the province. Sir, I am speaking regarding issue 
of certificates under the Public Demands Recovery Act. Sir, I have received 
copies of notices issued in Comilla. These notices show that they have been 
served upon the poor agriculturist debtors for realisation of their co-opera- 
tive debts under section 62 of the Co-operative Societies Act, 1940. You 
know, Sir, and the House also knows that great hardship is caused to the 
judgment debtor or the certificate debtor when the certificate is issued. 
The procedure is a summary procedure and no decree is passed. Only a 
notice is given for 30 days, after which a peon goes and seizes any article, 
foodstuff, cattle or anything else that is available in the House of the 
certificate debtor. So far as the Buriehang and Devidwar thanns in the 
district of Tippera are concerned — it is known to everybody — the entire crop 
there was damaged by the flood caused by the breaches in the Gumti 
embankments and the local people are practically on the verge of famine. 
Many of these people cannot have a full square meal a day. In this state 
of affairs if these certificates are not stopped, then this will mean great hard- 
ship to the poor certificate debtors Mv submission, therefore, is to ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to see to the matter and to issue immediate orders 
to call back the certificates, otherwise this will mean ruination of these 
certificate debtors, who are starving and dying. 

With regard to the other item namely, provincialisation of the services 
:>f the supervisors of the Central Banks, you are perhaps aware, Sir, that 
there is an assoiation called “The All-Bengal Co-operative Societies’ 
Supervisors’ Association.” The Secretary of that Association sent a 
^presentation to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department on the 
2nd January, 1943, in which several issues have been raised, several 
lemands have been made and their grievances have been put forth. I have 
10 time to refer to these things in the course of my speech here, but I would 
inly refer to one or two items now. An inaugural conference of the Asso- 
ciation was held on the 16th March 1940, under the presidentship of the 
lon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, in which several resolutions were 
lassed. There were many resolutions which were adopted. I would only 
‘efer to one. It is this: “That the appointment of auditors in future be 
nade to the extent of 73 per cent, from among the supervisors and the 
Government be moved to th i-> effect.” In pursuance of this resolution 
Government have been moved, but no effect lias been produced up till now. 

would make certain suggestions for the consideration of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department for the betterment of the supervisors 
because these people are the backbone of the movement. They organise 
ocieties ; they invest money; they collect money. So practically they are 
he backbone and their lot should be bettered, if possible. 

Sir, these, are certain suggestions. Since the Government has not given 
ffect to section 81 of the Bengal Act XXI of 1940 in constituting a super- 
ising union, the services of the supervisors should be provincialised under 
he direct control of the Government on a uniform scale of pay with a 
•rovision of contributory provident fund system. 
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The scale of pay should be fixed from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 with biennial 
increment of Kn. 5, provided that officers who have put in more than 10 
years’ service should be given a starting pay of Rs. 70 per month. 

Since there are many qualified officers among the supervisors of different 
Central Banks it is meet and proper to fill 80 per cent, of the posts of 
auditors by promotion from qualified and efficient supervisors. 

As recruitment of auditors was stopped for several years many senior 
and efficient supervisors did not get any chance of promotion, thereby most 
of them have crossed 40 years of age, and thus have become barred for 
nomination for promotion according to the present policy. In considera- 
tion of the above facts, the age-limit for nomination should be removed. 

For the above reason and to provide proper and adequate representation 
direct recruitment of auditors should be stopped for the next five years 
and all vacancies should be filled up by promotion from supervisors. 

For the senior supervisors who are getting Its. 40 or more as pay it will 
be financially a losing concern for them to become assistant auditors, so the 
posts of assistant auditors should be abolished and the supervisors should 
be promoted direct to the rank of auditors. 

In case the abolition of the post of assistant auditors be not possible, 
direct recruitment of assistant auditors should be discontinued and all 
recruitment should be made from the supervisors who are getting less than 
Rs. 40 as pay and whose length of service does not exceed ten years. 

Sir, before 1 take my seat I would request the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
to look to the hard lot of these poor people, that is, the supervisors who are 
practically the backbone of the movement. Their fate has to be bettered, 
and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will kindly see to this sympathetically. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to offer a few 
comments on the various motions brought forward in this House this 
afternoon I must first ask myself what was the mission of this Co-operative 
Department, how far this department has succeeded in fulfilling that mis- 
sion, if it has not succeeded in fulfilling that mission, whether there is any 
utility of this department at all, and if there is utility of the department 
still now, in what way and in what direction this department should act in 
order to achieve that object. 

Sir, when this movement was started in this country it was thought that 
the mission of this movement would be to promote the welfare of the rural 
population, that the Co-operative Department should educate the people in 
the art of thrift, that it should be their guide, their brain, their adviser, 
that it would teach people in such a way that they should be able to free 
themselves from the clutches of crafty nmhafnns and to stand on their own 
legs gradually. When the societies were first started, the officers of the 
Co-operative Department gave high hopes that they would be the brain and 
that they would guide the members and show them the way bow they can 
make their fortune. For some time they did so, hut they did so while loans 
were taken and loans were repaid. So long as this sort of transaction 
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continued, both the department as well as the societies were very happy. 
But with the change of time the miseries of the cultivators came and these 
friends, these guides of theirs no longer remained their friends; they became 
oppressors. Indeed they have now become an engine of oppression; they 
no longer go to the people to teach them in what way they can improve 
their lot. These poor cultivators entirely depend upon the officers of the 
Co-operative Deparment for sound advice and for sound guidance, but what 
are they doing? They have simply snatched away these poor people from 
the hands of the vwhajans as a result of which village credit has been 
destroyed and they are now totally at the mercy of the officers of the Co- 
operative Department. These officers go to the mufassal in order to collect 
their money. They do not care for a while whether these people are at all 
in a position to pay their dues; whether they are able or not is not now 
the lookout of the Co-operative Department; their only lookout is to get 
money whether the people can pay it or not. They snatch away their 
wherewithal, they do not leave even sufficient food for them. Boats are 
taken away if they cannot find money. Their methods are not less oppres- 
sive than the crafty Kabuli mahajam. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Mr. vSpeaker, Sir, there are several cut motions 
and one is from my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal regarding Land 
Mortgage Banks. Regarding the Land Mortgage Banks 1 would like to 
inform the House that five Land Mortgage Banks were first established all 
over the province and except the Bank of Jessore all the banks were doing 
well and the remaining four were practically independent and became self- 
sufficient. About a year ago the Provincial Bank, through which the Land 
Mortgage Banks were being financed, stopped their investment and as a 
matter of fact all these four Land Mortgage Banks ceased to make any new 
investments. Government was carrying on negotiations with the Provin- 
cial Bank as to how payments could be made to the Land Mortgage Banks 
either directly or through the Provincial Bank. The correspondence and 
negotiations took a longer time, and we are still in doubt whether the Gov- 
ernment has come to a final decision as to whether the Provincial Bank 
would invest money to these Land Mortgage Banks and examine the cases 
as before. Only a few deys ago we came to understand that the matter has 
been settled and the case is now pending before the Finance Department, 
and it may be that if the Finance Department approves some schemes, the 
Land Mortgage Banks may get money and they may go on, but there is 
one difficulty. Sir, I like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge that for several months past this Co-operative Department has got 
no Secretary of its own. We find that only one Secretary has been doing 
the work of several departments— Agriculture, Education, Co-operative, 
Rural Indebtedness, and what not. All along previously Government was 
used to engage one Secretary or one Joint Secretary for this Co-operative 
Department. There is no denying the fact that it is the only department 
through which Government can make all sorts of propaganda either for 
“Grow More Food” campaign or any other village improvements or rural 
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reconstruction, but the Government, we think, is quite indifferent towards 
this department and this department has become a collecting and money- 
lending department. I, therefore, like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister and say that he should get from the Government a wholetime Joint 
Secretary for this department to advise him to initiate policies and carry 
on the work smoothly. If this is not done, if Government is unsympathetic 
towards this department, then no I. C. S Secretary or B. C. S. Secretary, 
either Indian or European, can improve this department, because Secretaries 
will always be the right persons to initiate Government policies and to go 
on with those policies. Without any Secretary for this department, no 
Registrar, no competent man can make this department a success. 

Sir, these Land Mortgage Banks were doing immense good to the 
country. A huge number of people could through these Land Mortgage 
Banks liquidate their debts for which they were trying for many years. 
Before the Lund Mortgage Banks were opened last year the managers were 
piactically sitting idle without doing anything, as no money has yet been 
advanced to these banks. 

Under these circumstances, I would request the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to see that he can arrange and make the Government feel that this 
department should be maintained and should proceed with its work. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, after my opening speech I do not think that I require to give any 
detailed replies to the various points raised by the honourable members on 
different matters relating to the Co-operative Department. 

Sir, a question was raised as to the procedure of advancing short-term 
loans. As for the amount, my honourable friend Mauivi Muhammad Israil 
has said, “What is the amount provided for in this year’s budget?”. Out 
of Rs. 60 lakhs only Rs. 7 lakhs have been allotted for multi-purposes. 
,So it can easily be understood that Government can spare up to Rs. 50 
lakhs for short-term loans. In the previous year Rs. 60 lakhs were provided 
in the budget, but more than Rs. 44 lakhs could not be spent. So practically 
there will not be any want of money and Government will be prepared to 
spend as advance any amount which will be absolutely necessary for the 
improvement of agriculture or for helping the agiiculturists of Bengal at 
the time of cultivation. 

Now, the procedure is that the Provincial Bank advances these loans 
to the Central Banks on requisition from them. It is the Central Banks 
t who decide what amount they would require each year for each Central 
iBank and on their requisition the Provincial Bank advances money to them 
and they distribute the money amongst rural societies and this distribution 
task is actually done by the rural societies. If these rural societies think 
.that a man is in need of Rs. 10 only, I cannot ask the Government to pay 
him Rs. 20 by way of loan. The policy of Government cannot be to 
increase the debts of the cultivators rather to reduce them. What is 
essentially necessary for these cultivators at the present moment is to help 
them to be independent in the matter of cultivation. 
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Now, regarding raising of the maximum amount from Rs. 25 to Re. 50, 
for an ordinary cultivator in Bengal Rs. 25 is quite sufficient for the purpose 
of purchasing seeds and other things. (Maulvi Muhammad Israil : Not for 
purchasing cattle.) This advance is not meant for big jotedars who possess 
thousands and thousands of acres of land. It is meant for ordinary culti- 
vators only. As yet I have not received any complaint from any of the 
rural societies or any of the Central Banks asking Government to raise this 
maximum amount from Rs. 25 to Rs. 50. This is the first time that I 
heard it from the honourable member. If I feel that this amount should 
be raised, if there is a genuine demand from the rural societies, then in 
that case Government will certainly consider this matter. 

As for issuing certificates for the realisation of short-tenn loan, a question 
has been raised by Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmed of Tippera. Only a few days 
ago I received a petition rather a representation from certain persons of 
the district of Tippera as well as from the district of Chittagong that on 
account of flood or some other causes they could not get crops and therefore 
they were not in a position to pay short-term loans. Of course I have sent 
that petition to the District Officers for an enquiry and report. If, as a 
matter of fact, I receive a report substantiating the satement made in the 
petition that really these people are not in a position to pay their short-term 
loans, then Government will certainly consider that and time will be 
extended to them. 

One thing I must mention here. I hear that people are generally very 
reluctant to pay their debts. If they can avoid payment, they will try 
their best to do so. This should not be the policy of the people at large. 
(Maulvi Muhammad Israil: There was flood, there was distress.) If they 
pay their dues in time, they can expect to get money again. If the advances 
come back to the Government purse, they may again be distributed to 
them. If they withhold payment, Government will find it difficult in 
advancing short-term loans in future. Of course Government will 
sympathetically deal with the cases of those particular cultivators who 
cannot really pay back their dues and as a matter of fact they are doing 
that. 

As for the short-term loans of course Government is advancing loans 
to almost all the districts excepting the districts of Chittagong, Noakhali 
and part of Tippera. This year on account of the war conditions prevailing 
there I think no honourable member would request Government to take 
that risk. But the Revenue Department will advance agricultural loan 
to those cultivators who will demand it, provided there is genuine necessity 
for it and the authorities recommend the same. 

Now, Sir, 

Mr, SPEAKER: Will you take a long timeP It is now prayer time, 
and I will have to adjourn the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not fair, Sir. We want to 
know something about Land Mortgage Banks. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: The Hon’ble Minister has not given 
anything new. We want to know whether Government have got any new 
scheme. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How long do yOu want to take? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Five 

minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let him take five minutes after the 
prayer. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As for the 

Piovincial Bank I have already said 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: We want a reply on the 
debenture scheme. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have 
already made a reference in my speech to the debenture scheme, and I have 
said that the scheme has not been accepted by the banking experts, the 
Reserve Bank, or by the Government. In its place a rehabilitation scheme 
has been drawn up, and we have received sanction from the Finance 
Department and it will be put. up before the Cabinet as early as possible. 
That will help a good deal the Central Banks and other rural societies in 
the discharge of their duties. 

Now, as for the Land Mortgage Banks my honourable friend Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal said that these banks were not working well. We 
have also just heard from the Chairman of one of the Land Mortgage Banks. 
As a matter of fact, out of the five Land Mortgage Banks started a few 
years back four are working successfully and satisfactorily. Only the 
Jessore Bank is not working well. A few months back I extended the 
jurisdiction of the Jessore Bank and Narail has been included. I hope it 
will also work well now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What is the definition of “working 
well” P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: They are 
advancing money after due enquiry and collections are being made 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the question about the functioning 
of the Land Mortgage Banks was raised in the Public Accounts Committee 
which had reported a few months ago, and they discovered that although 
technically four had just been keeping their heads above water they were 
not serving the people to any appreciable extent. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Of course 
they are not serving the people to any appreciable extent. There may be 
-a hundred persons who want loans from the Land Mortgage Banks and 
these banks within their financial capacity cannot serve so many people. 
Whatever amount is advanced by way of loan I want a guarantee that 
these investments are good and are on sound financial basis. I can assure 
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my friends that these Land Mortgage Banks are not advancing money 
recklessly here and there, and so I said they are working well. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have you any new scheme after so 
much investigation, or only the old scheme P 

The Hon’ We Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM All KHAN: The old 

ischeme, but it is in the contemplation of Government, as some honourable 
members pressed for it, to extend the number of Land Mortgage Banks, 
lit is in the contemplation of Government to start at least one Land 
^Mortgage Bank in each subdivision of every district. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: When will it be done? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: When the 
financial position of the Government will be better: it depends upon the 
condition of the war. I can give no idea about it now. 

Then, as for the Provincial Co-operative Bank, I have already stated 
that a banking expert is going to be appointed for looking after its affairs 
and to give its authorities necessary instructions and advice; and when that 
appointment will be made — and I exj>eot that the apj>oiutment will be made 
in a month — the Provincial Co-operative Bank will run well. The banking 
expert will also consider whether they can take up any other business 
besides money-lending which they have been doing so long. 

Sir, Dr. Sauyal said something about the Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies. He said that the gentleman or officer who had got training and 
had been working there for three years was transferred to another depart- 
ment. Of course, during the war period most of our competent officers are 
being engaged in the Department of Civil Supplies. There most eminent 
{officers are required and his services also have been requisitioned by that 
department . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So now the Co-operative Department 
has been left with bad officers. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: The 

present Registrar of the Co-operative Societies is not a bad officer: he is 
o senior member of the Provincial Service and has acted as Deputy Registrar 
for a couple of years. So he has got vast experience in this co-operative 
(movement. He is sound and sober at the same time, and so I think he 
will not fail to discharge satisfactorily the onerous duties placed upon his 
shoulders. 

As for appointing a man for a considerable number of years, that depends 
on various circumstances. I also wish that a man with sufficient knowledge 
and experience of the department should be allowed to continue for a pretty 
long time. Of course, unless any other circumstances would arise that 
procedure would be adopted and Government will consider that always. 

Then, as for the provincialisation of supervisors, this is a matter which 
Government are considering very anxiously and carefully, but I must say 
that the time is not favourable at the present moment for giving effect to 
10 
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that provision of the Act. Now almost all the members who took part 
in the debate said that the condition of almost all the Central Banks in 
Bengal was not very flourishing and prosperous and some of them were 
in a state of collapse. So 1 would ask my honourable friends if they would 
think it desirable to place upon these banks so many provincial service 
officers. No Central .Bank would, I think, welcome the idea. Of course 
from the point of view of supervisors it may be quite welcome to them, 
but none of the Central Banks would accept this idea unless and until the 
rehabilitation scheme is given effect to and the condition is made better. 
I can assure the House that as soon as the scheme oi rehabilitation is given 
eiffect to, I shall certainly consider that question and we shall see that 
their services may be provincialised. 

Then, Sir, as for recruitment of auditors from supervisors, of course 
Jwe have now another grade, assistant auditors. So we cannot promote 
the supervisors direct to the rank of auditors. It has been the policy of 
Government to recruit 50 per cent, of these officers- — assistant auditors — 
from the rank of supervisors, of course from qualified men, and 50 per cent, 
of auditors are being recruited from assistant auditors. 

Now, as to the question of age-limit up to 40, I am seriously considering 
;whether the age-limit can be extended. I will consult the Secretary and 
others on this point. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 16,46,000 
for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Its. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Kazi Abdul Masud that the demand of 
Its. 16,46,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-ojieration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Aulad Ho.ssain Khan that the demand of 
Rs. 16,46,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced 
by Rs. l(K) was then put and lost. 

The motion of ])r. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 16,46,000 
for expenditure under the head ”42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put aud lost. 

The main motion of the Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali 
•Khan that a sum of Rs. 16,46,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
Lead ”42 — Co-operation” was then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment .) 

Absence of Quorum. 

((When the House reassembled after adjournment, attention of 
Mr. Speaker was invited to the fact that there was no quorum in the House. 
A warning bell was then given for about a minute after which by counting 
‘rf heads it was found that there was quorum in the House.) 
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25— General Administration — Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA&HEM ALI KHAN: On the 

(recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 20,6*2,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — Debt ( 'onoiliation ’ ’ . 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sii, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 20.62,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration — Debt Con* 
filiation" be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, 1 move this motion with a view to lalsing a discussion on the failure 
of Government to take effective steps to give real relief to the agriculturists 
by quick disposal of cases by the Debt Settlement Hoards. 

Sir. the Hon’ hie Minister who hails from the mufassal knows very well 
that the Debt Settlement Hoards are working very unsatisfactorily. Cases 
are found to l>e pending even from three to four years, and although we 
have been exjiec ting that those cases would be finished by the end of the 
present year, we find at the closing of the year that a fresh lease of life 
is going to be extended to the Hoards by two years so that those cases may 
be dragged on even for a longer period. Sir, this extension of life of the 
Boards will only add to the hardship of the people — I mean, the poor 
agriculturists. I hope the Minister in charge should issue a circular that 
all cases pending tor more than one year should be at once taken up and 
this inordinate delay must not recur in ordinary cases. I may cite the 
cases of certain Hoards, particularly of the Daulatpur Debt Settlement 
Hoard, where cases have been pending for thiee or tour years. The ugii- 
'culturists came day after day only to hear that there was no quorum 
present, but sometimes it so Impelled t hat although there was no quorum 
when the agriculturists were present, tlieie w'as quorum after a short time 
when the agriculturists, however, had left, and cases were heaid r.r funtr 
and orders passed in the abseme of the poor debtors. I request the lion* hie 
Minister to make enquiries into the grievances of the people by sending nut 
a circular so that justice is meted out projierly to the pnoi debtors. 

Then, Sir, the time is so very hard now that even if any settlement 
is arrived at, it is not alw'ays possible for the agriculturists to pay off 
their dues by regular instalments, i would therefore suggest that a tempo- 
rary moratorium should be given and for that purpose a short Hill should 
be introduced in this Assembly. With these words, Sir, 1 move my motion. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD TBRAIL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 20,62,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion — Debt Conciliation" be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to Raising a discussion on the 
working of, the special Debt Settlement Boards — General and Co-operative. 
Sir, I do not know why the Government thought it fit to set up special 
Debt Settlement Boards for dealing with co-operative debtors. So far as 
the Act of 1935 is concerned, it does not go to show that there was any 
need for separate boards for dealing with co-operative debtors. If we look 
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to sectiqn 7 of the Act it only provides th’at some of the powers which may 
not be given to some of the boards will be given to other boards, vis., special 
boards which are presided over by Circle Officers. After the passing 
of the Act Government thought it fit to set up special Debt Settlement 
Boards to deal with co-operative debtors. This has given rise to a lot of 
difficulties. Most of these special boards have been set up where there are 
Central Banks, generally in subdivisional towns or at important centres 
in the subdivision. Now, the difficulty that is being experienced by 
.co-operative debtors is that they have to go all the way from the mufassal 
homes to the subdivisional towns to attend to their cases. Then, Sir, 
after the setting up of the special Debt Settlement Boards, all the cases of 
the ordinary Debt Settlement Boards have been transferred to special Debt 
(Settlement Boards by a single stroke of the pen. Now there has been 
(heavy accumulation of cases pending with the special Debt Settlement 
Boards and the poor agriculturist debtor who has to go all the way in the 
mufassal, sometimes 15 to 20 miles, has been put to a lot of inconvenience. 
In many instances the cases are adjourned for want of time and the poor 
agriculturists have to go back to their homes without anything being done 
in their cases. Sometimes the clerk in charge of such boards want grati- 
fication money for fixing a suitable date and for this reason they have to 
s»pend money only for securing a date. In many instances cases are dis- 
missed under section 17 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act for no 

fault of the debtors. I know of cases (At this stage the member 

reached the time-limit.) 

Sir, 1 want two minutes more to conclude m\ speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Israil, you have got another motion which you 
can move and speak on both the motions. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: All light, Sir, I shall speak on both 
the motions in the same speech. 

So far as the special Debt Settlement Boards are concerned, they are 
doing more harm than good to the poor agriculturist debtors. These boards 
are .generally composed of one Inspector or Auditor who becomes the 
Chairman and two other memWs belonging to village co-operative societies 
and two members holding preference shares of the Central Banks. 
Generally the persons who are selected from the village men do not remain 
present, and work is carried on by the Inspector and two members repre- 
senting the special shareholders. Thereby the interests of the co-operative 
debtors go by default. I can say from my own personal knowledge that 
decisions and settlements are made not with respect to the paying capacity 
of the debtors but in many cases it has been done arbitrarily. In some 
cases for a debt of a thousand rupees they have given eight or even seven 
instalments, whereas we find that in the civil courts under the Bengal Money- 
lenders Act the debtors who have no means are entitled to the extent of 
twenty instalments. I invite the attention of the Hon'ble Minister to see 
that settlements are always made on the paying capacity of the debtor, 
because if the settlements are not made on the paying capacity of the debtor, 
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the inevitable result is that defaults necessarily follow and certificates issued. 
This is the reason why special Debt Settlement Boards have become so 
unpopular in the rural area. 

There is another difficulty. When an award is made interest is allowed 
to run. In the case of Co-operative Debt Settlement Boards interest is 
allowed to run on the award, whereas in other cases it is not allowed. 
That goes beyond the capacity of the debtor and that acts as an impediment 
for the debtor to pay his debt. The Hon’ble Minister is aware that the 
Bengal Money-lenders Act was not allowed to be applicable to the Co- 
operative Debt Settlement Boards or to any co-operative debt. If the 
Bengal Money-lenders Act was applicable, I think no difficulty would have 
arisen. As that Act is not applicable, 1 think no interest should be allowed 
to run on the awarded sum and a settlement should always be made on the 
] saying capacity of the debtor. 

There is another difficulty. The debtors who come from the village 
aie not in many cases heard by the Inspector. In many cases they do 
not dare to speak out before the Inspector or other officers. So they 
cannot put their case before them and the settlements made consequently 
are always against the paying capacity. As regards the special Debt 
Settlement Boards which are presided over by the Circle Officer, four other 
members are selected from the creditors. They are generally selected 
from the towns folk because the special Debt Settlement Boards are located 
in subdivisional or other important mufassal towns. So here also the 
selection of the members is made in such a way that the representatives 
of the debtors find no place. 

Here I want to invite the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to another 
point that in previous years, during the regime of the past Ministry, in 
the selection of these members, the members of the legislature of the 
respective constituencies were taken into confidence and their opinions were 
consulted. But now I find that so far as the members of the Legislature 
are concerned they are not at all consulted. The executive in their own 
way make their choice which in many cases appears to l>e very unhappy. 

I agree fully with my friend Mr. P. Banerji that the condition of village- 
folk has so deteriorated that unless there is a moratorium or unless there is 
a general order that so much of the amount should be paid, there cannot 
be any hasty or expeditious settlement and it will not be jMissible for the 
villagefolk to pay their entire dues. The Hon’ble Minister has just now 
said that so far as the scheme of debenture is concerned, Government have 
given a go-bv to it. They are trying to have a rehabilitation of the entire 
co-operative debts, particularly the old debts. I would urge upon the 
Hon'ble Minister to see that this rehabilitation scheme should come into 
immediate ‘operation so that cultivators, particularly the agricultural 
debors, may have some chance of getting their debts paid through the 
award of the Debt Settlement Boards. 


Sir, I move the next motion. 



146 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[12th Mae., 


I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 20,62,000 for expenditure under 
the head “25 — General Administration — Debt Conciliation” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion on the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Second Amendment Act. 

So far as the special Debt Settlement Boards are concerned, I hope the 
Hon’ hi e Minister will see that proper instructions are given to the officers 
that settlement should always be made according to the paying capacity. 
T can say that in my own subdivision in Kishoreganj in many cases settle- 
ment has been made beyond the debtors' capacity. 

I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to another point. 
There is a provision in the Agricultural Debtors Act — section 22 — which 
provides for declaring a debtor an insolvent provided his assets are such 
that he cannot pay his debt within twenty years or his assets are considered 
so small that it is not possible for him to pay the debt. Now there t are 
many cases pending before the special Debt Settlement Boards because 
power under section 22 has not been conferred upon these boards, bor 
this difficulty they had to dismiss these cases under section 17 and after 
dismissal these poor debtors were dragged to the civil courts by the 
creditors. I think powder should be vested on the special Debt Settlement 
Boards under section 22 of the Agricultural Debtors Act, so that the power 
of insolvency which was intended to* give relief to them may be taken 
Advantage of by those for whom it is intended. 

Now, Sir, 1 come to the working of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Amendment Act, 1942. That Act, as the House is aware, was passed to 
give relief to the poor agriculturists who lost their land in auction sale — 
whether in money decrees or in rent decrees. The Money-lenders Act 
provided some reliet tor those lands which were sold in auction for money 
decrees, hut this Act provided both tor money decrees as well as tor rent 
decrees. Unfortunately, this Act was brought into force by Government 
on the 18th June, 1942. Government, however, did not publish or print 
the forms in which applications are to be submitted for taking back the 
auction-purchased land and they made inordinate delay in publishing the 
rules also. Now after six or seven months had elapsed Government made 
the form available. So, the debtors were prevented from making applica- 
tions to the Debt Settlement Boards for taking over their auction-purchased 
lands. My submission to the Hon’ble Minister will be that he should 
extend the time of enforcement of the Act. The time of enforcement of 
the Act will be one year from the 18th June, 1942. For six or seven 
months no forms were available. So people could not make any applica- 
tions. There was another circular issued by the department that petitions 
would be entertained only by special Debt Settlement Boards presided over 
by Special Officers and that other boards could not entertain these applica- 
tions. Now, Sir, this circular should have been brought to the notice of 
ordinary agriculturists. Generally they do not know where an application 
is to be filed. They generally file an application before the ordinary Debt 
Settlement Board, and the Debt Settlement Officer, when he happens to 
visit the locality, generally gives directions that it ought to be transferred 
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to the Special Debt Settlement Officer. In this way, Sir, much time is 
taken. For this purpose also the time for enforcement of the Act should 
be extended. 

There is another thing-, Sir. I have already made it clear that the 
personnel of special Debt Settlement Offices are generally anti-debtors. 
So, the interpretation they put on the provisions of the Act is very rigorous. 
They always try to see that not a single debt is brought within the purview 
of the Act. As honourable members are aware there are so many clogs 
put on section 37A which is the operative section of the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Act that in view of the apathetic attitude of the Debt Settlement 
Officers it is very difficult for ordinary agriculturists to get their cases 
admitted. So, I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see that a circular 
is issued to Debt Settlement Boards that as far as possible liberal inter- 
pretation should be put upon the provisions of the Act. 

I would invite the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that 
for the proper administration of the Money-lenders Act, Government, 
appointed a Special Officer for this purpose. I would request the Hon’ble 
Minister to appoint a Special Officer for this Act to see that the agri- 
culturists for which specially this Act is intended actually get beuefits 
under the x^ict and that the Act is properly enforced and the persons for 
whom the Act is intended get due relief therefrom. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motions to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, fir-t of all I want to reply to the points raised by Mr. Tsrail 
on the working of the Bengal Co-operative Societies Act. He has pressed 
for extension of time tor the operation of this Act. Now, Sir, he has 
forgotten that that Act was passed and given effect to on the 18th June, 
1942. Simultaneously after that, within a few days, there was a Govern- 
ment notification in which it was stated that it would take some time to 
bring out the forms and other things and to publish the rules as that 
required the sanction and approval of the Finance Department, Legislative 
Department, Revenue Department, etc., hut that manuscript forms had 
been supplied to Debt Settlement Boards which would receive applications 
in those manuscript forms and when printed forms would be available 
applications would be received in such printed forms. That notification 
was issued, and as a matter of fact. Sir, I have got information that many 
of the special Boards and ordinary Boards have received applications in 
manuscript forms. So, there isjio force in the contention that time should 
be extended; it cannot be done without an amendment of the Act. 

As for relief, I have issued instructions to all Debt Settlement Officers, 
special, general and ordinary and to Debt Conciliation Officers who are in 
charge of Debt Conciliation Boards to see that sufficient relief is given. 
The policy of Government under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act is 
to give as much relief as possible to the agriculturists. 
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As for the settlement of awards, etc., that is done strictly according to 
the paying capacity of debtors. In the course of my tours in the mufassil 
I inspected some of the ordinary Debt Settlement Boards and enquired of 
them how files were disposed of, whether they have acted properly or not and 
wherever I found any defect I brought it to the notice of the members and 
the Chairmen as well and on my return to Calcutta I issued a circular that 
such defects must not recur in future. I have taken special care to rectify 
the defects which I found in any of the boards. Members of these boards 
do not generally have any legal knowledge or a high standard of intelligence, 
but we must be content with them for some time at least. 

As regards special Boards and special Co-operative Bank Boards, the 
number has been sufficiently increased at the present time. The number of 
special Co-operative Boards is 206 and the number of special and general 
Boards is 139. So, Sir, the number is large enough and wherever there was 
congestion of cases, on the report of the Debt Settlement Officer we at once 
started another special Board when a large number of cases were available. 

As for the circular about cases under the Second Amendment Act for 
recovery of possession of auction-purchased lands of the cultivators, a 
departmental circular has been issued by the Registrar that special Debt 
Settlement Boards should receive applications. If you go through the 
provisions of the Act, Sir, you will find that there is no bar for an ordinary 
Board to receive applications of that kind. As a matter of fact, Sir, it is 
within my knowledge that a large number of ordinary Boards have 
received applications. Now why has this been done, because you know, 
Sir, that ordinary Boards may or may not exist if there is a fall in the 
number of cases. As no case can be transferred from an ordinary to a 
special Board, there will be no end of difficulty for the poor agriculturists. 
Therefore, it has been found desirable in the interests of the debtors them- 
selves that they should be permitted to file their petitions before special 
Boards. (Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood: Is it not in contravention of the 
rules?) I say, Sir, it is desirable in the interests of the debtors that they 
should submit their applications before special Boards. They are not 
debarred from submitting their applications before ordinary Boards; there 
is no legal bar to that. If an ordinary Board is dissolved, the result will 
be that the cases will be dismissed. So in such cases there is no other 
alternative but to transfer the cases to special Boards. 

(Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let the Hon’ble Minister finish and then you can raise 
your points. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi H^SHEM ALI KHAN: As I was 

saying, Sir, it is in the interest of the debtors that a circular has been issued 
to this effect. Again I say that under the law there is no bar for any 
debtor to submit his petition before an ordinary Board. If it is submitted 
before an ordinary Board, it will consider it in course of time. 

Then, Sir, as regards the formation of general special Boards and 
oo-operative bank special Boards, I may say that in ordinary special Boards 
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and general special Boards persons are taken from mufassil rural areas and 
they are allowed travelling allowance also. It is not that only townspeople 
are selected, but lots of people are selected from the rural population and 
from the debtors' as well as from the creditors’ side. So. these Boards are 
represented both by debtors as well as by creditors. Now, if a representative 
of the debtors happens to be absent or he intentionally abstains himself from 
attending a sitting of the Board, the Board cannot be held responsible for 
that and the cases cannot be postponed for a long time. 

Sir, as for the congestion of cases in special Boards, we have issued strict 
orders to the special Boards to dispose of cases as quickh as possible. If 
any Board receives a large number of cases, then it would report to the 
authorities and the latter would transfer some of the cases to another 
Board . 

Now, in his motion my friend Mr. P. Banerji has pressed for quick 
disposal of cases. That is also the intention of Government and we have 
repeatedly sent instructions to all ordinary Boards to dispose of cases as 
quickly as possible and we are receiving returns of disposal of cases from 
them. If we find any Board keeping in abeyance cases older than a year, 
then we draw the attention of the Board to them and issue orders upon 
them to dispose of those cases which have been kept pending for a long 
time. So, this is being done and, as a matter of fact, the progress of 
work done by these ordinary Boards and special Boards has been much 
more satisfactory than in the previous years. 

Then Mr. Banerji has made certain remarks against clerks and other 
persons. Of course, clerks are ordinary people and if one pays some 
illegal gratification to these people for his own comfort and own 
convenience so that he may go earlier, I think he is to blame for this as 
well as the clerk. But I say, at the same time, that whenever 1 receive any 
complaint from any person against any of the members of any of the Boards 
or against a clerk or even against a Chairman, I take immediate action 
against him. I order for an enquiry and if, on enquiry, he is found to be 
guilty, he is dismissed or otherwise penalised. You will find that almost 
every month someone or other of the members is removed or some Chairmen 
are removed and new Chairmen are appointed in their places. 

As regards consultation with M.L.A.’s at the time of constitution of 
these Debt Settlement Boards — ordinary or special— if you consider the 
matter more carefully, you will find that in that case it will be impossible 
for the District Officer to work because whenever any report is received from 
the Assistant Registrar or Inspector that the term of a particular Board will 
expire on a particular day, he will have to reconstitute the Board within a 
month or as early as possible, otherwise there will be lacuna and the Board 
will not be t allowed to function any more. If he has to consult the 
M.L.A.’s, then most of the time will be taken up in doing so. Sir, I here 
openly declare before the House that if any of the honourable members of 
this House has got any grievance against the constitution of any Debt 
Settlement Board— ordinary, special or general— and if he brings it to my 
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notice, I will take immediate action. Every day I have been receiving 
petitions from one member or another and I have been taking action on 
them. Whether M.L.A.’s are consulted by District Officers or by Assistant 
Registrars or not. Government will take their advice here and consider it. 
If they can make out a proper case for reconstitution of any Board or for 
•change of the personnel of a Board, Government is quite prepared to accept 
their suggestion. (Maulvi Muhammad Ismail : Why not previous consulta- 
tion?) I have already said that it will take a lot of time for previous 
consultation. M.L.A.’s are not always available. Notices will have to be 
served on them. The term of the Board may expire in the meantime and it 
will cease to function. That is the difficulty. (Maulvi Muhammad Israil: 
What about moratorium?) Of course, I will consider that. I cannot give 
any offhand reply. 1 will examine the question. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to section d7A(£). It enjoins that applications referred to 
in section d7A(I) shall be made to the Board established for the local area 
within which the debtor ordinarily resides. Now*, Sir, Government have 
established a special Debt Settlement Board which is not situated within the 
area where the debtor ordinarily resides and generally these are established 
within an area of 15 or 20 square miles. There is no provision in the Act 
which entitles Government to establish special Debt Settlement Boards for 
the entertainment of cases under section ‘17 A. Now, Sir, it has been 
enjoined that Debt Settlement Boards should be established within the area 
where the debtor resides ordinarily. The Legislature contemplated that 
agricultural debtors should be given all facilities s ( > that they might take 
advantage of section o7A. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is \our point? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, my point is that Government 
first issued instructions to ordinary Debt Settlement Boards to entertain cases 
under section d7A. Subsequently Government withdrew those instructions 
and special Debt Settlement Boards were establised to entertain those cases. 
As a result of this, an illegality has been committed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It would have been better if you had spoken on this 
motion so that the Hon’ble Minister could have replied to your point. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I thought that my friend 
Mr. Israil would dilate (7n this point. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It appears to me that you are now raising a question 
of law. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes, Sir. I am raising the point 
that there is some difficulty in the order issued by Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is it some order or circular? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: It is a circular. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: It is a circular against the express provision of the 
law. Put that briefly and ask Government whether that is a fact and, if 
so, whether they are prepared to amend it. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: TV ill the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the establishment of special Debt Settlement Boards is in 
contravention of section 37 A (-2)? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, I have 
already explained that point that no circular can contravene any provision 
of any Act existing in the count r \ . This circular is a mere circular. It 
has got no mandatory power and it is not at all mandatory. If the 
debtors like, they may file petitions before special Boards. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: But they are not allowed. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I su bmit that if I explain the point, Sir, 
it will help the Hon’ble Minister. The question is that a circular has been 
issued which permits a man to file an application, either before a special 
Board or an ordinary Board, and although the Hon’ble Minister says that 
there is no bar to a man to file an application before an ordinary Board, 
the actual practice is that the man is not allowed by the officers of the 
Board to do so but they make him appear before the special Board. 

The Hon’ble Khan 'Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: J do not 

know that. If that is the grievance, the circular clearly says that every 

debtor has got the opportunity to file an application before the ordinary 

Board because against the provision ot the Act no circular can be issued. 
Now* as if has come to my notice that the officers are not allowing the 
debtors to submit petitions before ordinary Boards, 1 will issue a circular 
to the officers that this should no longer be done. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Grail that the demand of 

Rs. 20,02,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration 
— Debt Conciliation” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 

Rs. 20,02,000 for expenditure under the head ‘ ‘2b — General Administra- 
tion — Debt Conciliation” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banorji that the demand of Rs. 20,02,000 for 
expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration — Debt Concilia- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem All 
Khan that the demand of R^. 20,02,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the bead ”25 — General Administration — Debt Conciliation”, was then 
put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-52 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
the 13th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
the 13th March, 1943, at 10 a. m. 

Present r 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syejj Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 6 
Hon’ble Ministers and 187 members. 

Want of Quorum. 

(After the House assembled when the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq 
had finished reading out the written answer to starred question No. 135, 
the attention of Mr. Speaker was drawn to the fact that there was no 
quorum. The bell was rung and there was quorum.) 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Arrest of certain members of the Bankura District Board. 

•135. Mir. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: (a) the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(i) that Mr. Benoy Krishna Roy, Vice-Chairman of the Bankura 

District Board, and three other members of it, viz., 
Mr. Narendranath Bose,, Mr. Phanibhusan Chatter ji and 
Mr, Manindrabhusan Sinha, m.l.a., were arrested by the order 
of the District Magistrate of Bankura under rule 129 of the 
Defence of India Rules on the 26th October, 1942, following a 
special meeting of the Board ; 

(ii) that on the 27th October, 1942, Vice-Chairman Mr. Benoy Krishna 

Roy was let off from the thana hajat , while the said 
Mr. Narendranath Bose. Mr. Phanibhusan Ohatterji and 
Mr. Manindrabhusan Sinha, m.l.a., were sent to Midnapore 
Central Jail for detention under the said Defence of India Rules; 
(Hi) that after review of their papers the Government set aside the 
order of detention and they were released unconditionally on the 
21st November, 1942; 

(iv) that the District Magistrate of Bankura again put them under arrest 

under the said Defence of India Rules on the 2nd December, 1942; 
and 

(v) that the order was subsequently withdrawn by him after they had 

suffered confinement for several hours? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the circumstance leading! to these proceedings both on the 
26th October and on the 2nd December, 1942? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he received 
any representation or representations alleging* the District Magistrate’s 
irregular action in the matter? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(b) The District Magistrate ordered the arrests on those occasions because 
he believed them to be necessary with a view to prevent the persons concerned 
from acting in any manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, the 
public safety and the maintenance of the public order. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Reports from the Commissioner and District Magistrate are under 
mv consideration. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there was any connection between the arrest of these 
persons and the special meeting of the Board as referred to in question 

( 0 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is one of the matters 
which is being investigated by Government. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is any remedy against these vagaries of the district 
authorities and the district police? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether he has got the representation and what action 
has been taken on that representation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is under consideration. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: How long will the consideration take? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: With the Budget Session on, 
it is impossible for me to make any promise. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how the persons concerned acted 
in a manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, the public safety 
and the maintenance of the public order? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You mean to say, the specific acts which according to 
the District Magistrate formed the basis of the arrest? 

The HOfk’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That again is ofle of the matters 
which is being investigated. 
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8 acurity prisoners. 

*136. Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN : {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Depai tment he pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing — 

(/) the number of seeuiity prisoners a< on the 31st December, 1942; 

(?'?) the number of them that aie under the Defence of India Act and 
Kules made thereunder; and 

{Hi) the number of them that are in receipt of an allowance, if any? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the maximum monthly amount paid to a single prisoner; 

(ii) the minimum monthly amount paid to a single prisoner; and 

(Hi) whether any other sum is paid for life insurance premium or for 
other jmrposes to any such prisoner? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (???) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of them that are in receipt of such allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (?) and (ii) Political security 
prisoners — 1,540. 

Criminal security prisoners — 2,255. 

(???) 149. 

(b) (i) Its. 75. 

(/?) Its. 6. 

(b) (iti) and (?) No payment has so far been made by Government in 
respect of insurance policy of any prisoner. In tbe ease of 7 such prisoners 
allowances for *????//? eeiemonv of their parents have been sanctioned 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Ks. (I is adequate for (he maintenance of a person’s family during 
these bard times and whether Government aie prepared to revise the allow- 
ances ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In many cases the allowances 
granted have been revised, but I cannot make a promise regarding all 
these prisoners as a whole. Special cases are taken into consideration and 
special allowances are given. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to questions {a) (?) and (a) (???) whether 
the Government is considering the desirability of granting family allowance 
to the other political security prisoners than only 149? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We received representations 
from time to time and in many of these cases action is being taken. I am 
not at the present moment in a position to state in how many, but some 
action has been taken and it is always open to any political prisoner who is 
aggrieved to afek for a revision of the allowance that is given. 



QUESTIONS. 


1S7 


1943,3 

B«|Ml NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he has received any representations from some interned 
political security prisoners who have come from Khulna to Dum-Dum Central 
Jail? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have received representations, 
but I cannot say from which district or districts. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether he proposes to take adequate steps for expediting the dis- 
posal of the cases for family allowances which are pending before the 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. It is only because 
of the preoccupation during the Budget Session that the matter has been 
delayed . 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state how many such applications are now pending for decision before the 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I must have notice. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to enlighten the House as regards the difference between political security 
prisoners and criminal security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Criminal security prisoners are 
persons having previous conviction. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether the figure 149 includes criminal security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 149 relates to political security 
prisoners only. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Out of l.“)4U political security prisoners 
Government have been pleased to grant maintenance allowance to only 149. 
Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to lay on the table petitions for main- 
tenance allowance and the results of the enquiry thereon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tt is a mass of information 
asked for. I cannot place all the reports that I have received on the table, 
hut I am quite prepared to clear up any specific, points. 

Hand-made paper demonstration. 

• 137 , Maulvi ABUL H0S8AIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Industries Department aware that there is a large demand 
for hand-made paper demonstration ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, he has taken in the matter ? 

(c) If no action has been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason therefor? 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. UPBNDRA NATH BARMAN (on Mialf of tho 
Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department, 
the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(6) With a view to ascertain how far hand-made paper will be able to 
compete with mill-made paper, a scheme for testing the commercial possi- 
bilities of manufacture of hand-made paper was sanctioned in the year 1941 
for a period of three years. While the possibilities or otherwise of demons- 
trating the processes of such manufacture can only be examined in the light 
of the report of the commercial test already undertaken, the Director of 
Industries has in the meantime submitted a scheme for demonstration in 
order to meet the present acute paper shortage which is now under considera- 
tion. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
price of mill-made paper supplied in the bazar has gone up 400 per cent.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That may be so; I 

cannot say that. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the scheme was submitted to Government by the Director of 
Industries and at what stage that scheme is lying? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It is now under consi- 
deration. This is in the reply given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
Commerce Department of the Government of India have promised a certain 
amount of support, financial or otherwise, to any local Government for 
developing hand-made paper industries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I believe so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Bengal Paper Dealers’ Association have 
already approached Government for necessary help in promoting hand-made 
paper industry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I cannot say “no,” but 
I have no information. I will enquire and let you know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it is very unfortunate that the 
Minister in charge should be absent continually and somebody else will 
answer the questions. I quite feel the difficulty of the Hon’ble Mr. Barman, 
but our difficulty is also there. The Hon’ble Minister in charge will be 
continually absent and if by chance any other Minister takes upon himself 
the responsibility of replying to our questions, it is only fair that he should 
come prepared with the file and if he is not so prepared then either the 
question will have to be held over or the Hon’ble Minister will give up the 
department and allow somebody else to handle the department. 



1943.] QUESTIONS. 159 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He has answered that he will 
enquire and let you know. 

Mf. C. MORGAN. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government 
of India in the Commerce Department are testing a n$w machine for hand- 
made paper in the United Provinces and when that machine has been tested 
and made suitable, provinces are going to be communicated with on the 
subject ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I shall enquire into the 
matter. 

Maulvi ABU HOSBAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what steps Government have taken to popularize making of paper 
in the mufassal areas? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have no information. 

Mr. A0DULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, it is better to hold over the ques- 
tion when the Hon’ble Minister is not in a position to answer it, because 
the question is very important. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We wil'. put all the supplenientaries. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a fair proposal that all 
the supplenientaries will be pur and later on answers might be put on the 
table. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the best course would be if you put supple- 
mentary questions and in those cases in which he will be able to answer here 
and now he will do so and in those cases in which he will not be able to 
answer now he will take them as a notice and reply on a later date. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: On a point of information, Sir. In 
a case where he will take note of and give his answer. subsequently, how 
will the honourable members be able to put supplenientaries which may arise 
out of his answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I point out one practical 
difficulty? If the supplementary questions are taken as a notice, what 
about the supplenientaries to the supplenientaries? There will be difficulty. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That may for the time being be waived. 
We are not getting answers even to the original question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us dispose of this question. We shall see to that 
later on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
Khadi Pratisthan at Sodepur had been in the field of manufacturing hand- 
made paper for some years and submitted a scheme for large-scale improve- 
ments in the hand-made paper industries to the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENORA NATH SARMAN: I shall answer it after 
enquiry. 

II 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the activities ol the Khadi Pratisthan in this 
very important direction have been curtailed because of certain executive 
action taken by Government against the institution ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I take it as a notice. 

Mr. A. F. STARK. The Hon’ble Minister has stated in the reply that 
a scheme for testing the commercial possibilities of manufacture of hand- 
made paper was sanctioned in the year 1941. Will he be pleased to state 
what is the report of this test that has been received by the department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: So far as I understand 
no report has been submitted. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8 ARK AH: With reference to answer (b), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he means that there are 
two schemes which are under the consideration of Government? 

Th Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes, that is so. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what amount, if any, Government have given as subsidy to these 
manufacturers of hand-made paper? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Government considering the 
desirability of giving full scope to the Khadi Pratisthan to function, so that 
they can develop hand-made paper industries as they have been doing for 
the last few years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That is a reasonable 
request and Government will certainly consider that matter favourably. 

Silk Industry in Bengal. 

•138. Mr. il. C. Gupta: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Com- 
merce, Labour and Industries Department aware — 

(/) that the silk industry in Bengal was the cause of prosperity in the 
districts of Murshidabad, Malda and Birbhum particularly and also 
in the neighbouring districts; 

(if) that the industry perished in Bengal due to want of suitable filatures 
for ensuring uniform and'good quality silk; 

(i/7) that one of the causes of the decay of silk industry in Bengal was 
the deterioration of cocoons and filatures of improved quality; 
and 

(iv) that reelers are experiencing difficulties in setting up up-to-date 
filatures for silk reeling as the necessary parts and apparatus are 
not available in the market? 
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( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability — 

( i ) of breeding cocoons like Kashmere cocoons in suitable climates in 

the hills of Bengal ; and 

(ii) of taking steps to make filature parts available to the reelers at 

reasonable prices? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khiva ja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca); (a) Yes. 

( b ) (t) Great improvement has been effected recently in this direction 
by the introduction in this Province of improved hybrid cocoons, named 
“Nistid” and “Nismo’\ which are now in general use in the plains. Cocoons 
of the Kashmere variety can, however, be reared in the hills of Kalimj>ong 
subdivision and a scheme for starting and establishing a Serieultural Station 
at Kalimpong is under consideration. 

(?/) Under the Government of India’s scheme for the establishment of 
silk filatures in this Province, a Special Officer for Silk and a Peeling Super- 
intendent have been appointed by this Government. They have since pre- 
pared a list of machinery parts required for the establishment of filatures and 
steps are being taken to make them available. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is Government aware that recently the 
Government of India have issued orders for controlling the price of silk 
and The trade in >ilk and empowered the Provincial Government to acquire 
raw silk and cocoons at prices to be determined by Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; i take it as notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It has been gazetted and if the Ministers 
do not know the decisions of Government, then we are helpless. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unfortunately the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department is absent and it was according to some arrangement made by 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister that these questions are being answered by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Barman. It is apparent that he has not been able to give \ou 
satisfaction, but what do you propose to do under the circumstances? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I point out regarding 
the observation made by my friend Or. Sanyal that it was not exactly a 
Government decision as such. Dr. Sanyal knows that when a decision is 
taken in Cabinet, all the Ministers are expected to know the Government 
decision. But there are things like departmental decisions which other 
Ministers may not know. That is my friend’s difficulty. 

9MH! HAGEftDRA NATH BEN: Can any Hon’ble Minister plead * 
ignorance df something which is the order of Government and which has 
been published in the Calcutta Gazette? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is different. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAHYAL: That is the point. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Even then there are so many 
things published in the Gazette — many minor matters do not stick to the 
memory, but important matters do. If in this particular matter, it has 
escaped the notice of a particular Minister, I think there is nothing unusual. 
This is a matter published in the Gazette, so it need not be put. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: What I am submitting, Sir, is that it 
is the most important and public duty of a Minister to answer questions in 
this House. If for some unavoidable reason— of course it must be an un- 
avoidable reason — the Minister is not able to be present, then satisfactory 
arrangements should be made to give answers and satisfy the members 
when supplementary questions are put. Now, we find that in reply to 
practically every question the Minister who has been entrusted to answer 
says that he does not know. So, I think it is a serious breach of the 
privilege of the House and I appeal to you, Sir, to take notice of this and 
compel Government either to send for the Minister in charge to come or to 
make some arrangements which will be satisfactory. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The most satisfactory solution 
would be if my friend Dr. Sanval would undertake to answer questions. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I protest against the frivolity of 
the Chief Minister. He must withdraw this 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no question of with- 
drawing it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am prepared to take over the file from 
the Hon’ble Minister and answer questions here and now without salary 
and without office. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must say in all fairness that the real position is that 
Dr. Sanyal is perhaps the one honourable member of this House who devotes 
practically his whole time to his work as a member of this House and be 
knows many things which many of us do not know and, therefore, it is 
very difficult for any Hon’ble Minister in this House to cope with him. 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I want to 
make an humble suggestion to the Hon’ble Chief Minister. Here I see that 
even the Secretary of the department is absent. Can’t he compel the 
Secretary to be here and get his assistance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was done in olden days 
when Secretaries were members of this House. They could sit by the side 
of the Ministers. Now they sit in the gallery and if a Minister turns his 
face to the Secretary, immediately there is an uproar. Therefore, that 
cannot be done. However, it is a useful suggestion and it will be consi- 
dered. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us now turn to the business. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Willi reference to answer (6) (u), is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware that one essential condition of the Government 
of India’s scheme is that the Bengal Government will use extraordinary 
powers to suppress the price of silk in the province in order to enable the 
Government of India and His Majesty’s Government to obtain silk at a 
very cheap rate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have no information 
at the present moment. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I should like to appeal to you 
in the name of the members of this House that questions are a part of 
Parliamentary procedure and the Opposition has the right to demand 
answers. Sir, please do not allow the Ministers to run away with this 
cherished privilege of the House. The frivolity shown and the* indifference 
plus non-preparation on the part of these Ministers is something of which 
you should take notice. They should not be allowed to go ‘scot-free and 
you must put your foot down because today they are running away with 
our privilege of supplementary questions and tomorrow I do not know what 
they will do. Therefore, as protector of our rights I beg of you to see that 
these people do their duty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, certainly it is my duty to see that the 
privileges of this House are not in any way curtailed, but I for myself have 
not yet been able to come to any definite decision as to what are the steps 
that I can possibly take to compel a Minister to answer a question in a 
particular way. I think I have not got the power to compel a Minister to 
answer a question in a particular way. But 1 will certainly ask the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister to make arrangemets in a way that will not create this sort 
of dissatisfaction amongst the members. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Sir, may I just make a 
submission with regard to the point that has been raised by Mr. Siddiqi 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I thought, Sir, that you had left 
the point to the Hon’ble Chief Minister. We do not w r ant underlings to 
come and disturb our privilege with theii explanations. The Chief Minister 
should speak in the name of the Council of Ministers and these individual 
Ministers who are playdng with the privileges of this House should not 
interfere. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. Is an honour- 
able member entitled to refer to one of the Hon’ble Ministers as an under- 
ling of the Chief Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I may be an underling 
of the Chief Minister, but I am not a hireling like Mr. Siddiqi of the Leader 
of the Opposition. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Is this word “hireling” permissible, 
Sir? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Mr. Siddiqi, we have been using expressions 
which we think we should always try to avoid. 

Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: If you rule, Sir, that the word 
“underling” is wrong, I have no hesitation to withdraw it. “Underling” 
is perfectly permissible as a parliamentary expression, but the word 
“hireling” which has been used by the Hon’ble Minister is unparliamentary 
and highly objectionable. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : If you think the word 
“hireling” is unparliamentary, I withdraw that word. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hou’ble Minister has withdrawn t lie expression 
“hireling”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reason is that my friend 
got these papers very late, but I hope from Monday next we will be able 
to come more fully prepared, and 1 will see that our Secietaries are in 
attendance here so that they may give all information that can be given 
from the files. I think by adopting that procedure we will be able to 
dispose of the supplementary questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, the suggestion made 
by Dr. Sanyal was eminently reasonable that those supplementary questions 
which the Hon’ble Minister is not in a position to answer today may be 
postponed, but there are instances in which Dr. Sanyal in his abundance of 
knowledge has really been communicating information to the Hou’ble 
Minister. In such instances. Sir. it is up to the Minister to communicate 
the information to the department and ascertain its views and then com- 
municate them to this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, it is impossible 
for me to know what had happened in the department in the course of the 
last four or five or six years, and therefore it is impossible for me to answer 
all the supplementary questions, even if 1 am given the file two or three 
days beforehand. I am prepared, however, to answer supplementary 
questions generally but with regard to supplementary questions to which I 
cannot give an answer offhand I shall ask for notice and answer them later. 

D>r. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on 
the 8th March, 1943, a letter was addressed to the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca, Minister in charge of Commerce and Labour Department, Writers’ 
Buildings, Calcutta, by my humble self, inviting his attention to the provi- 
sions of Notification No. 467, dated the 8th March, 1943, whereby a new 
order was promulgated, empowering the Provincial Government or any 
person duly authorised by them to restrain every such party as may be 
specified as owner or trader for selling or disposing of raw silk and that 
through the Government such a dealer shall be entitled to purchase such 
part of such stocks as the Provincial Government may require at such 
prices as may be fixed by the Provincial Government and requesting the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge not to proceed with the fixation of prices or 
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giving effect to this order until a conference was called by him of interested 
producers of silk and dealers in silk so that he may see that no wrong is 
done to the persons concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I am not aware of that, 
Sir. 

Mr. C' MORGAN: Sir, would it not he possible for these supplementary 
questions to be noted by the reporters and handed over to the department? 
The Chief Minister has just stated that he can have these questions more 
fully answered. These supplementaries are very important, and it would 
be very much helpful to the department to have copies of these supplemen- 
taries so that the Ministers concerned may be given notice. We have no 
objection to giving notice because the Hon’ hie Ministers have always that 
privilege, but the point is that these supplementaries must be answered and 
the Chief Minister can so arrange as to enable Mr. Barman to answer the 
supplementaries on Monday or Tuesday next. If that assurance can be 
obtained, Sir, I have a supplementary question to ask. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bai ’man, will >ou be able to give answers on 
Monday or Tuesday next? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, 1 shall tr> to 
answer them as earh as possible, but I cannot give any definite date on 
which I will answer them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: After all he is a Supple- 
mentary Minister. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble the Supplementary 
Minister be pleased 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. San\al, you cannot call him the Supplementary 
Minister. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, he has been called a Supplementary 
Minister by the Hon’ble Mr. Basu for the purpose of answering these 
questions. Therefore I have addressed him as a Supplementary Minister. 

Will the Hon’ble the Supplementary Minister be pleased to state if he is 
in a position, either he himself or through the Chief Minister, to let us know 
if Government is considering the desirability of holding up further action 
on silk control until the Council of Ministers or the Chief Minister himself 
has an opportunity of examining the implications thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I remind the honourable 
member about the representation of which I received a copy and on which 
I think I had a preliminary discussion with the honourable member also. 
Some of the important points contained therein are actually receiving our 
consideration, but the matter has not been taken t° the Council of Ministers 
because I have asked for a departmental enquiry on some of the important 
points. I know that it is not here in this file, but the matter stands at 
that-«tage and we are expediting it. If necessary we may take it to the 
Council of Ministers. 
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Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Government are considering the desirability of maintaining the 
market prices of silk before any enforcement or forced attempt to take 
possession of silk stock from the rearers or weavers? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ* This is exactly one of the points 
on which departmental advice has been sought. I am not aware if any 
advice has been given so far, because I have no information on the point, 
but if the advice has been given it will be certainly considered. 

Mr, 8PEAKER : Order, order. It appears to me that we have been 
wasting the time of the House over unnecessary discussions. Instead of 
putting questions and obtaining answers we are really discussing matters 
now, but that is due to the fact that the Hon’ble Minister in charge is 
unfortunately absent and the matter has been placed in charge of another 
Hon’ble Minister who, it appears, is not in possession of full facts to give 
satisfactory answers to the House What 1 propose in the circumstances 
to do, so far as the questions that stand in the name of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur are concerned, is that they should be answered 
by Hon’ble Minister who has been entiusted with them. I wil not take 
them up today, but I will take them up on Monday, and I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge, whoever he may be, will please devote a little more 
care and attention to this matter so that there may not be any further waste 
of the valuable time of this House. I appeal to the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister also to see that proper arrangements are made and in the meantime, 
we have already gone into question No. *138, and if any honourable member 
wants to put supplementary questions he may do so; the suggestion made 
by Mr. Morgan will be followed. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I do not ask any question of the Hon’ble 
Minister, because he will have to take notice on this question. Three years 
ago the person in charge of these cocoons and filatures came to see me in 
Kalimpong and he suggested that the mulberry tree growing be transferred 
from Kurseong to Kalimpong and 7 acres of land were taken in Kalimpong 
for this purpose. I want to ask the Hon’ble Minister what has been done in 
these 3 years; so far I have seen nothing. I want the department reply on 
Monday to say what the position is with regard to the transfer of the mulberry 
plantation from Kurseong to Kalimpong for which land to the extent of 7 
acres has been taken because the man in charge of the department told me 
that the Kalimpong hills are very suitable for the particular mulberry tree. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I shall enquire and report. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, with reference to the observation 
made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister I would only mention that on the 16th, 
when the demand under the Industries Department is going to be taken up, 
I have a cut motion (No. 26) in which I propose to discuss the scheme of 
silk improvement, and all these questions will come up. I submit HftrtPiffTs 
motion I intend to take up as a censure motion on Government and we will 
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go to vote. I give due notice to Government to come thoroughly prepared 
and to the party behind Government to examine the question before they 
come to the House so that they may come ready with all information 
available regarding this. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Medical treatment of security prisoners suffering from various ailments* 

40. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails') Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the following security prisoners, namely: — 

(/) Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chatterjee — ear, throat and nose disease — com- 
plete deafness, 

(u) Sj. Brojendra Nath Das — sugar in urine — Haemoptysis — slow fever 

(5 or 6 times), 

(in) Sj. Sushil Deb — eye disease, 

(iv) Sj. Pratul Gobinda Del) — serious type of eye disease and gastric- 
ulcer, and 

(v) Sj. Eedareswar Sen Gupta — wasting disease, 

are suffering from ailments mentioned against their names ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether those prisoners have been examined by any 
specialists ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — , 

(?) when, 

(??) where, and 

(id) the name of the specialists who examined them ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the diagnosis and prognosis in each case arrived at by the specialists; 
(zi) the nature of treatments recommended by them ; and 
(in) whether any treatment is being given to them now? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any effect ha® 
been given to the course of treatment recommended by the specialists? 

(f) If not, why not? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The nature of ailments of the 
prisoners and the treatment accorded are shown against each — . 

(i) Nripati Bhusan Chatterjee— Refraction of ear-drum— Prognosis 
good if he w’ould have the patience to undergo Valsalva treat- 
. ( ment recommended by a specialist. 

(it) Brojendra Nath Das — No ailments at present. 
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(iii) Sushil Deb— Astigmatic myopia — corrected by suitable glasses 
supplied at Government cost. 

(iv) Pratul Gobinda Deb — No signs of gastric ulcer. For his eye trouble 

he was examined by a specialist and provided with spectacles. 

(v) Kedareswar Sen Gupta — Chronic Dyspepsia — examined by a 

specialist — he is having the prescribed treatment. 

(b) and (e) Yes. 

(c) ( i ) and (ii) Four in the latter part oi 1942, and one in this month in 
the Medical College Hospitals and by other specialists. 

( Hi) I am not prepared to furnish this information in the public interest. 

(d) I refer the honourable member to my reply to (a). 

(/) Does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of answer (<i)(i), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what arrangement has been made for 
Valsalva treatment to the prisoner in the jail P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, but I can 
enquire. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a)(r) t will the 
Hon’blo Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that security 
prisoner Kedareswar Sen Gupta, before he was arrested, was examined by a 
specialist outside who declared that it was a case of intestinal tuberculosis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of having Kedareswar Sen Gupta examined by a 
specialist to the choice of his relatives? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, I will do that. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state where Brojendra Nath Das has been kept at present? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer without notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please consider 
the desirability of having these security prisoners as well as other security 
prisoners who are suffering examined by specialists of their own choice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, that is not the rule, and all 
we can say is that we may consider the question as to why the specialist 
selected by Government should not be depended upon. If a request is made 
we will consider the request on its merits, but ordinarily we do not allow 
examination by outside doctors. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: In answer (c)(m) the Hon’ble Minister 
states, ‘‘I am not prepared to furnish this information in the public interest,” 
that is, to disclose the name of the specialist. Will he kindly tell the Hoxwe* 
what are the qualifications of the specialist in question? 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the reason why the names 
of the doctors who examine a particular patient in the category of security 
prisoner are not published is that in some cases when the names did appear 
they were subjected to criticism in the public press, and for the protection 
of the doctors who examine these security prisoners we generally do not 
publish their names. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: My question is, will he be pleased to tell 
the House what are the qualifications of the specialists — not the names? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In each particular case we try 
to get a specialist, but what the qualifications are I cannot answer offhand. 
If I get notice I will furnish the information. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is considering the desirability of examining the ailing 
security prisoners by doctors of their choice where the doctors appointed by 
Government to examine them have differed in their opinion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know of any such case, 
but I will consider each case on its merits. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answei (,/)(/,), 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Brojendra Nath Das was declared to be a 
patient of suspected T.B. and accordingly he was sent to Suri for treatment 
and at Suri he was medically examined and was declared to be a patient of 
chronic bronchitis and not of T.B. and therefore he was retransferred to the 
Presidency Jail? May I request the Hon’ble Minister to see that Brojendra 
Nath Das can get himself examined by a doctor of his choice with the 
approval of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the facts stated by the 
honourable member do not appear from the papers in my possession, but I 
shall be prepared to consider the suggestion which he has made. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this 
Brojendra Nath Das, although declared not to have T.B , was detained for a 
very long time in Suri T.B. Hospital with other persons? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is ready to have the patients treated in the 
Medical College Hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot sav offhand, hut I will 
consider it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to 
tell the House whether it is a fact that these prisoners in the Presidency 
Jail are not getting proper medicines and proper treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 
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Review of the cases of security prisoners by the 8pecial Tribunal. 


41. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(i) the cases of security prisoners that were examined hy the Special 
(Justice Panckridge) Tribunal; 

(?/') the number recommended for release; and 

( vi i) the number actually released ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reviewing the 
cases of all security prisoners by a Special Tribunal consisting of one mem- 
ber each of the Bengal Assembly and the Bengal Council and one High 
Court Judge? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister also considering the desirability of inform- 
ing each security prisoner in wiiting the charges on which he or she has 
been detained ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) In the public interest I am 
not prepared to give the information asked for. 

(b) No. 

(r) Security prisoners are detained with a view to prevent them from 
acting in any manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, the public 
safety, the maintenance of public order or the efficient prosecution of the 
war. This fact is made clear in the detention order served on the security 
prisoner in each individual case. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer ( a ), will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state what he has done on the same 
question put a few days ago where he promised that he would give the 
answer so far as numbers were concerned and would not repeat the same 
argument that it could not be given in the public interest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I remember the occasion when 
the question was put and I promised, but I regret, Sir, I have not been able 
to take up the matter. I am very sorry. I will give the information on 
Monday. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: In answer (c) it is stated that the “security 
prisoners are detained with a view to prevent them from acting in any manner 
prejudicial to the defence of British India, the public safety, the maintenance 
of public order or the efficient prosecution of the war. This fact is made 
clear in the detention order served on the security prisoner in each individual 
case.” Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether specific reasons were 
adduced in the detention order which led the Governmnt to think so? 

TIlS Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I consider, Sir, that it is an 
expression of opinion. 
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Df. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to answer “no” to the 
question (b) whether Government is considering’ the desirability of reviewing 
the cases of all security prisoners, etc., may I euquire if the answer is to the 
latter part of the question, namely, composition of the Tribunal, or to the 
former part, namely, the reviewing of the cases? 

T^® Moil bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Review we are prepared to do, 
but not in the form suggested. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I enquire then in what form is the 
Government considering the desirability of reviewing the cases? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs As soon as we get some time I 
promise to do it personally myself, and if I am satisfied that something wrong 
has been done or some leniency can be shown, orders will be issued to that 
effect. 

Dr. NALIN AK8HA SANYAL. Does not the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of appointing some eminent High Court Judge or retired 
High Court Judge or any outside authority to advise him in this matter, so 
that he. as he remains always in a busy atmosphere, may have time to get 
expert advice in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs As a matter of fact persons of 
the status of High Court Judges have considered and reported on some 
cases. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL i No, Sir, not in this case. You are 
referring to the Panckridge Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All right, I will consider it 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (/■), namely, 
security prisoners are detained with a view to prevent them from acting, 
etc., will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there are any 
security prisoners who have been detained for the commitment of some 
specific acts? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer it offhand. 

(Starred question No. 134A was called.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about unstarred question No. 42? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That belongs to the Nawab Bahadur, and the question 
which is now being answered also belongs to the NawaJ) Bahadur, but it is a 
short-notice question and I understand'that the fTbh'fde'Mr. Barman will be 
prepared to answer the question. 
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STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Arrest of certain Bengalee Paddy Traders in Assam. 

•134A (Short Notice). Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labotir Department aware 
of the fact — 

(i) that some traders ( beparis ) from Bengal went to Assam to purchase 
paddy in the month of December, 1942; and 

(u) that while these traders were returning to Bengal with their boats 
loaded with paddy, the boats were seized at Dhubri, paddy taken 
away, the traders beaten and arrested? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (?) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, the boats were seized and the traders were arrested. 

(b) A telegraphic enquiry about Ihe details of the incident was addressed 
to the Deputy Commissioner, Dhubri, some time ago, and the Government of 
Assam have also been recently addressed in the matter. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government have got any information from the Government 
of Assam with regard to the cases started against these merchants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Government sent a wire 
to the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara, but no reply to the same has yet 
been received. Subsequently, a letter has been addressed to the Govern- 
ment of Assam. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: When was the wire sent ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: On the 19th February, 
1943. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister explain 
why the action was taken on the 19th February when those arrests were 
made in December last and the fact of those arrests was communicated to 
Government? Why this delay? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: What I find from the 
file is that a telegram was reoeived by this Government about the incident 
on 12th February, 1943, and they wired to the Deputy Commissioner, 
Goalpara, on the 19th February, 1943. 

Mr. <SUR£NDRA* NATH BI8WAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that a representation was made to the 
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Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department by an honourable member of 
this House about these arrests asking for redress of the grievances of 
merchants? 

a 

The Hon’ble Mr. UK N DR A NATH BARMAN: When? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Early January last. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 have no such 
information. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that some- 
13,000 maunds of paddy have been attached and several thousand maunds of 
paddy have been confiscated by the Government of Assam? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: In G oalpara 57 cases 
have been registered; 05 boats with 10,327 maunds of paddy have been 
seized, and in Dhubri 211 boats with over 25,000 maunds of paddy have- 
been seized. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what action, if any, Government have taken after the telegraphic 
enquiry made on the 10th February, 1043? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: A letter has already 
been issued to the Government of Assam and before that a telegram was 
sent to the Deputy Commissioner. Besides it is not within the power of 
this Government to do anything, because all the incidents happened in the- 
territory of Assam. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased <<> 
state what is the latest information with respect to the seizure of paddy that 
has been mentioned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have already said 
that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the fact that Government is now informed 
that several thousands of maunds of paddy were seized by the Police of 
Assam, he considers the desirability of asking the Government of Assam to 
release the paddy seized from those merchants who have already paid for 
that paddy or asking them for money being the price of paddy seized by the 
Government of Assam, so that the Government of Bengal may compensate- 
the loss of these really bond fide traders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I cannot express any 
opinion on 'that. I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: No, no. I want to know whether 
this Government is considering the desirability of moving the Government 
of Assam. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: This Government will 
♦certainly do what is possible w'ithin their power. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government considers the desirability of ascertaining 
information about individual persons, I mean heparin , arrested and quantities 
-of rice or paddy that have been seized or confiscated ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have already given 
ihat information. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No, Sir. He has not answered this 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, my question is whether Govern- 
ment is prepared to ascertain the individual cases of arrests and paddy or 
rice seized or forfeited? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: So fai we have no infor- 
mation about it. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I am not asking for information 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Your question is whether Government is 
-considering the desirability of making enquiries relating to individual cases. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That can be done 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the persons that have been arrested are still under detention 
and the cases pending against them have been withdrawn? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I take it as a notice; 

I shall enquire into it. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’blc Minister be 
pleased to state whether all the paddy that was seized and persons arrested 
have been released by this time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered that. 

Maillvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (a) (it) 
where it is stated that the boats were seized and the traders were arrested, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact, for Govern- 
ment have expressed themselves neither this way nor that way. I want to 
know specifically whether the allegation made in the question is a fact or it 
is not a fact? We find in the question that the traders were beaten. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: As regards the allega- 
tion made, we have no information at present. I shall enquire into it. 

Mf« 8UR1NDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is considering the desirability of 
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enquiring whether these beparis were bond fide traders bringing rioe from 
Assam to sell the same in Bengal, and, if so, if they are found to be bond fide 
traders will he be pleased to consider the desirability of moving the Assam 
government to withdraw the cases against those beparis ? 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: As I find, Sir, cases 

"have already been started against those persons, it is for the court to say 
“whether they are bond fide traders and whether they can be released or some 
other steps can be taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions over. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: On a point of privilege, 
Sir. 

Sir, *rrfsr Ministerialist Party vt* Partyns OJFt froft 1 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, are we entitled to know on this 
question of privilege whether the honourable member has been disappointed 
in his job-hunting? 

Mr. SPEAKER* Order, order. I am not concerned with any party 
question. It is open to any member to act as he likes outside this House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: When you have allowed this point of 
privilege 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have never allowed it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then. Sir, that portion should not be in 
the proceedings. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI : Is Dr Sanyal aware of the convention that a 
member is allowed to cross the floor of the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

57— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 31,53,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head *‘57 — Miscellaneous”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 31,53,000 for expenditure under the head ”57 — Miscellaneous” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the scheme for the 
control of vagrancy. 

Sir, from a study of the budget we notice that a very large sum of money 
has been allotted in the current year and is proposed to be allotted in the 
coining year on this account, the sum respectively being Rs. 6,51,000 in the 
12 
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*svised "budget of 1942-43 and Rs. 9,49,000 in the budget for 1943-44 — the 
total amount involved being Rs. 16,00,000. When a big scheme like this is 
going to be adopted involving not merely a large capital expenditure but 
also committing the present Government to a very large amount of running 
expenses, the House is entitled to know the full details of the scheme. My 
motion is mainly directed to obtain full information from the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge about the whole scheme to deal with vagrancy in the 
province. Sir, I understand that for some years past the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion and certain enthusiasts in the Calcutta city have been trying to devise 
ways and means to meet the beggar problem in the city. Thereafter certain 
conferences were held between the representatives of Government and the 
representatives of public bodies including the Corporation of Calcutta at 
which certain decisions were taken whereby the Government were prepared 
to undertake some amount of financial burden by way of subsidy or 
contribution to any scheme that the Calcutta Corporation might undertake. 
I am also aware that due to emergency conditions the finances and 
administrative limitations of the Corporation made it impossible for them to 
initiate the scheme themselves. I would like to know from the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge what happened thereafter for which the Government 
thought it necessary to take over the liability for the entire amount on 
themselves, and if Government think that it is a scheme of such urgency 
that Government had to provide for this expenditure in an emergent year 
when many beneficent schemes have had to be abandoned. 

So far as we can see, Sir, although the beggar problem in Calcutta is 
seriotis enough, the problem of beggars in the whole of the province is not 
only more serious but is likely to be far more serious in the coming months. 
I do not for a moment hope that by setting up one small Vagrants’ Home in 
a district Government is going to solve the entire beggar problem of the 
province. Nor do I feel, Sir, that even the setting up of an institution 
accommodating or making provision for accommodation of 5,000 persons 
would enable the city of Calcutta to be completely free from the menace of 
diseased persons loitering about the city in search of alms and assistance 
from the generous public. We have not as yet had the full details discussed 
on the floor of this House in connection with the proposed Bengal Vagrancy 
Bill a notice for the introduction of which has already been given. But, 
Sir, a preliminary study of the Bill reveals that the Bill empowers certain 
machinery of Government to provide food, shelter and clothing for all 
vagrants, to provide medical treatment for the sick, work for the able-bodied 
and education for children as also for such adults as appear likely to benefit 
by it. If these four objectives are to be achieved, I feel, Sir, many persons 
would like to swarm the Vagrants’ Home if food can be had, medical treat- 
ment can be obtained, able-bodied men get work and there is provision for 
education of children. But, Sir, where Government have failed to provide 
these essentials of living for the ordinary citizen, I cannot for a moment 
imagine how Government is going to provide them for the Tagrants. 
Government must not put a premium on vagrancy. The result will be that we 
all will become vagrants and seek special privilege from the Government 
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Ktaulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I am myself ready to go with 
my whole family to the Vagrants’ Home. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I really intend through my cut 
motion to obtain a full picture, and I feel, Sir, that the large sum that is 
involved, namely, 16 lakhs of rupees including the current year and the 
coming year’s provisions, will be properly supplemented year after year with 
larger and larger amounts, and before we could undertake such a liability the 
House is entitled to know the entire scheme and the mind of the Government 
on this question. We also have got to know’ what staff the Government have 
employed in this connection, when they have got them, what salary they 
have proposed to pay, how they have been utilising their services so far and 
how they would utilise their services in future. This we want in order to be 
convinced that there is no top-heavy administration going to be set up and 
the an^ount of money that is going to be spent would not be wasted. 

The other important point on which I would like to be satisfied, Sir, is 
whether any comprehensive legislative measure is thought of or the one of 
which notice has been given now. I am afraid, Sir, that in a country where 
there is no sickness insurance or unemployment insurance provided for the 
sick and the unemployed a mere empowering legislation to the Police to 
seize anybody whom the Police think to be a vagrant in the right sense of 
the term would not solve the problem. Simultaneously with such a legisla- 
tion there should be other pieces of legislation of social insurance without 
which this scheme is bound to fail. 

With these observations I move my motion and in case, Sir, there is 
complete satisfaction given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, I would not 
press this motion to vote. 

Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 31,53,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — 
Miscellaneous” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a dis- 
cussion about absence of donation for charitable purposes and contribution 
to the Association for the Prevention of Blindness in Bengal. 

Sir, the association was created some 12 or 13 years ago. The idea was 
adopted from Egypt with the following main objects : — 

(1) The study of blindness as regards its causation. 

(2) The treatment of curable blindness. 

(3) Preventive measures to limit blindness. 

(4) To educate, interest and rouse the general public in the problem 

of blindness and its prevention. 

(5) To enlist the sympathies of Government and public bodies. 

The idea was that the work of alleviating or curing the blind and 
preaching the gospel of prevention would be carried out efficiently and 
economically by the travelling eye dispensary until there are sufficient 
number of ophthalmic surgeons and suitable hospitals throughout Bengal. 



178 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[13th Mae., 


The association has five travelling dispensaries, one for each division in 
Bengal. Each dispensary has two medical officers and a compounder who 
carry out propaganda work for the prevention of blindness and care of the 
eyes by lectures, magic lantern slide demonstrations, cinemas, posters and 
pamphlets, etc. Systematic eye examination of school children and survey 
of blindness in the villages are also undertaken. In addition, they carry out 
routine curative work in public and private hospitals. Operative work is 
undertaken at most centres where the dispensary is visited and where indoor 
accommodation is available. 

Each dispensary is run at a monthly cost of Rs. 400. A little more money 
would now be required for increase in prices of medicines, equipments and 
other materials. 

The association has not yet been able to provide for house rent of the 
staff for want of sufficient funds. House problem is now a great problem 
for the staff that requires solution. They are now left at the mercy of the 
local bodies, such as district boards and municipalities and the generous 
public for housing. The staff is now carrying out its work under great dis- 
advantage in the matter of their accommodation during tours. 

Common causes of blindness in Bengal are apathy, ignorance and poverty. 
These enemies can be tackled by the awakening of the masses. Success of 
this task is dependent upon co-operation between Government and the people 
to bring into practice the resources of modern mass education by means of 
lectures, radio talks and cinema shows. The Association for Prevention of 
Blindness, Bengal, has been trying to co-ordinate the work and educate the 
lay public in the importance of the movement for prevention of blindness. 

The association has grown into one of the popular and utility services in 
Bengal and has justified its existence by quantity and quality of services 
rendered to the province. 

I have personal knowledge about the travelling dispensary that visited 
Naogoan town in 1938 and Rajshahi Sadar this year. The medical officers 
were so very popular and successful in their work that extension after exten- 
sion of the period allowed for the dispensaries had to be sanctioned to meet 
the heavy demands and the huge rush of patients. 

Everywhere services of the travelling eye dispensaries were appreciated 
by the high Government officials, local bodies and the general public. The 
work of the association was also appreciated by the Bengal Government and 
as practical proof of its appreciation the Government of Bengal sanctioned 
some grants occasionally to this association. 

Tu the current budget Government has made no provision for the 
association. The reason is, I believe, that Government has no idea of the 
number of eye patients in the province and their demands for medical help. 

In conclusion I request the Government to make some provision for 
donation to this association which is giving free medical aid to the eye 
paftients of rural Bengal. 
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With these few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 

House. 

Mr. J. H. SPELLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 31,53,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscella- 
neous’ * be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
about the scheme for the removal of beggars from Calcutta. 

Sir, my object is to criticise the lack of progress and not the scheme. 
On the 19th February, and as will be seen from starred question No. 44 of 
that date, I asked a question regarding the removal of beggars from 
Calcutta. Other members of the House raised supplementary questions on 
the same point. From the answers given I feel that the subject is one 
which should be pursued still further and this, in the interests of the 
citizens of Calcutta and others. The urgency of the problem, particularly 
in w r ar conditions, cannot be stressed sufficiently. 

Slit trenches and surface shelters are being used by the beggars, many of 
whom are diseased and full of infection, and it has been admitted by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Defence Co-ordination Department 
that many of the shelters are found to be in a dirty condition. The result of 
this is too apparent to need enlarging upon, for should there be an air raid, 
by no means a remote possibility, and these shelters are used, as it is hoped' 
they will be, the danger from infection is very real. Then, too, the number 
of beggars suffering from infectious diseases, and now on the streets, seems 
to be on the increase. One need not look beyond the pavements on the 
south side of this building to realise the fact. 

In reply to a question as to when Government proposed to introduce the 
necessary legislation for the collection and removal of the beggars in 
Calcutta I was informed “during the current session”. But why has there 
been t so much delay in introducing this legislation? Surely it was appre- 
ciated that time must elapse before legislation of the comprehensive type 
contemplated could be passed through both Houses — yet Government made 
no provision for this in the business of the session and it has only been 
belatedly introduced since the session commenced. 

The House will be occupied with the demand for grants up to the end 
of March and we would like to know on what dates the consideration and 
passing of the Bill will be taken up? Further, we should like to know 
whether it is proposed that the Bill should be immediately considered and 
passed by the Council. 

It seems to me, Sir, the scheme has been mismanaged for, surely, the 
necessary legislation for the removal of beggars from the streets should 
have come first, then the temporary arrangement for a camp and clearing 
station in the Calcutta area, while the permanent camp was being made 
available. 

We appreciate Government’s difficulties with regard to the selection of 
a site but point out that the existing site was selected nearly a year ago 
and certain staff engaged. In August, 1942, it was announced that 
detailed plans and estimates had been prepared, tenders had been called 
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for and obtained and contracts would be allotted in the course of a fort- 
night. In January, 1943, however, Government issued a communique 
which conflicts with this entirely. In this, the latter communique, it 
was stated that tenders were called for in September and contracts were 
allotted early in October. Why did Government issue a communique in 
August stating that tenders had been obtained and contracts were to be 
allotted in a fortnight when it is now apparent that tenders were not 
called for until September and contracts not allotted until October? 

The problem was to get the beggars out of Calcutta and it should have 
been treated as an emergency problem and not have been held up until 
elaborate homes for the beggars were prepared. In any event Government 
by their own communiques shew there was considerable delay in getting 
started with the work of constructing the Homes. 

According to the reply against starred question 44(c) the Hon’ble 
Minister stated that a Controller and six Managers had been appointed, as 
also a few clerical and menial posts. Again according to answers (d)(i), 
(ii) and (in), I find from a statement laid on the library table that, dating 
from May, 1942, and from time to time up to January, 1943, a Controller 
with car allowance, had been appointed, also six Managers, one Head 
Clerk, one typist and 3 clerks. All the staff, with the exception of two 
Managers who are watching the progress of construction are, to quote the 
reply ( d)(iii ) “formulating proposals for the multifarious matters which 
require to be determined preparatory to the inauguration of any such 
scheme.” Up to the time of the reply having been given, I estimate the 
wages of the staff as being, with motor car allowance, approximately 
Rs. 22,000 and this before legislation has been passed. The Hon’ble 
Minister’s reply ( d)(iii ) and in continuation of that which I have just 
quoted states that the staff are also engaged in arranging temporary 
accommodation in Calcutta for approximately 1,000 beggars pending 
completion of the Home at Mahalandi. 

It is now, Sir, the middle of March, 1943; the Homes are, according 
to reply ( a)(ii ), to be ready by the end of May, 1943, some six weeks 
hence. Why was not the temporary accommodation arranged and used 
months agoP The beggars are still with us and a constant source of danger 
to the health and cleanliness of Calcutta. 

I think I am right in saying that on being questioned at a meeting by 
a member of the Beggar Problem Special Committee, as to what further 
action the Government had taken, the Chief Executive Officer of this city 
stated that nothing practical had been done by Government although the 
Corporation had offered its emergency Labour Camp at Topsia for this 
purpose. If such is the case, why was this offer not accepted and why is 
a temporary site still being sought somewhere in the east of Calcutta — 
surely the accommodation provided as suitable for the labour staff of the 
Calcutta Corporation should be suitable for the beggars as a temporary 
measure. And again why is the search for temporary accommodation 
being continued when, and as already pointed out, only six weeks remain 
for the completion of the Homes at Mahalandi? 
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In conclusion, Sir, I wish to state that we view with the greatest 
concern the time wasted and the large sum of money spent before the Bill 
to remove the beggars had been placed before the House, so giving rise to 
criticism which one hears on all sides and which has been expressed on 
numerous occasions in the press. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 31,53,000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘57 — Miscellaneous” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the distribution 
of relief money in the areas affected by communal riots in the district of 
Dacca. Sir, the House is aware and everyone outside the House is aware 
of the fact that communal riot of a very violent type took place in thanas 
Raipura and Narsingdi in the district of Dacca and this Government 
distributed relief there. Reliefs were of four kinds — gratuitous relief, 
agricultural loan, relief to artisan and relief for the construction of 
houses. 

After the riot days the military and the police created such a havoc 
that the Muslim agriculturists had to leave these places and had to go 
away and had to live elsewhere. They were in great need of relief but 
in the distribution of relief, as we have learnt from questions and answers, 
Government appointed only Hindu officials and the money distributed in 
the form of relief went only to the Hindus. Not a single Muhammadan 
was benefited thereby and Government did not take any step to see that 
the Muslims who were affected got relief. So, I strongly protest and ask 
the Government to place all the facts before the House about the distribu- 
tion of relief money. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I feel called upon to make some 
observations on the motion that has been gioved by my honourable friend 
Mr. lsrail. Raipura thana is in my constituency and I know many of the 
instances that caused havoc to that unfortunate locality. Mr. lsrail has 
tried to put a communal complexion on the relief measures adopted by the 
Government there. Sir, it may be in the memory of this House that 
several thanas in Narainganj subdivision, Raipura being one of them, 
experienced riots of a most devastating character and a committee of 
enquiry was formed by the Government of Bengal which went into the 
whole question and gave its verdict. The disturbances of the Dacca town 
were the precursor of the disturbances in the villages. In Dacca town both 
the Hindus and Muslims suffered — I do not say equally but they suffered 
in varying degrees — but in the villages the outstanding fact remains that 
the only community that suffered due to the riots is the Hindu community. 
(A voice from the League Opposition : Question.) Well, I am prepared 
to meet any challenge that may be thrown in this respect. Hindu houses 
were burnt, Hindu property was looted. Hindu women folk was subjected 
to indescribable indignities. In the villages I was with the Judges, the 
members of the Committee, who made a tour of inspection there. In all the 
thanas only two Muslim houses were burnt and when these two cases of 
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arson were brought to the notice of the members of the Committee the 
Subdivisional Officer of Narayanganj, Mr. Saddler, who was present at the 
time, at once pointed out that these were not the doings of the Hindus. 
Mr. Saddler told the members of the Committee that those two bouses that 
were alleged to have been burnt by Hindus were burnt by — * — . 
(Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood: By the Hindus themselves.) No, by the 
Muslims themselves. Sir, I am quoting Mr. Saddler. He said: “No 
Sir; it is a case of mischief-making by Muslims.” Even assuming that 
those two houses were burnt by Hindus, by no stretch of imagination can it 
be said that the Muslim community suffered materially in the few thanas. 
Therefore, Sir, it is extremely unfortunate if any member on the floor of 
the House flings this accusation on the face of Government that Govern- 
ment made any invidious distinction on communal grounds in the matter 
of distribution of relief. It may be, Sir, as Mr. Israil says, that the police 
and the military w'ent there and in course of investigation and in course of 
rounding up of criminals they committed repression on the Muslims there. 
If they did that, I am extremely sorry for it. My honourable friend may 
remember the evidence that I gave before the Enquiry Committee in which 
I frankly said that if the soldiers committed any repression there on the 
Muslims they should be adequately dealt with. The outstanding fact 
remains, Sir, that the Muslims did not suffer in the village at all in the 
hands of the Hindus. (Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood: Hundreds of 
thousands of Muslims left the village along with their women folk.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Mahmood, you should not interrupt the honour- 
able member in that way. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: If hundreds of thousands of Muslims 
fled away from the village, it was not due to any act on the part of the 
Hindus. (Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood: In conspiracy with the police.) 
Nonsense. If they fled away, it must have been due to the military and 
the police who had been there. I do not vouch for the truth or otherwise 
as to whether the military or the police committed any repression . 

(Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mahmood, you have been in this House for 
nearly six years. There are speakers on your side who will be quite com- 
petent to reply to him. It is sheer disturbance to a certain extent if you 
go on quarrelling like that. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point of order, Sir. The cut 
motion relates to the distribution of relief in the riot affected area in Dacca. 
It was Mr. Sen who raised the point that it was the Hindus who alone 
suffered. There was a question put by Mr. Ashutosh Lahiry to the effect, 
namely, what amount, if any, was granted by Government under the terms 
of a compromise to Hindu sufferers . 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. There is a tendency in 
the country as well as in the House to give the appearance of communalism 
in every thing. That is a most regrettable state of things. I hope that 
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in future communalism and communal talks will be avoided as far as 
practicable and they should be introduced only when it is absolutely neces- 
sary to clear up any points; otherwise not. In this particular matter also 
my attention was not drawn to it before. I say that this motion does not 
really introduce any communal affair at all. The motion is for distribution 
of relief in the areas affected by communal riots in the district of Dacca.. 
It is an undoubted fact that there were communal riots in Dacca. The 
question relates to distribution of relief. There might have been Hindus 
affected, there might have been Muslims affected. The question strictly 
speaking is with regard to distribution of relief. I hope that communalism 
will not be brought in any further on this point. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINGH A: Then a talk on Scheduled Castes 
will also be a communal matter! (Laughter.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: To sum up, Sir, if the people suffered 
— be they Hindus or Muhammadans — they must get relief. There is no 
question about that. But, Sir, I submit that it is not correct to say that the 
Muslims suffered in the villages, that they were rendered homeless or -their 
properties were burnt or looted. So it is unfair to say to the Government 
that they did not give relief to the riot-affected Mifcdims in the villages. 

(Mr. Shah Syed Golam Sarwar Hosaini rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hosaini, you will have an opportunity to speak 
later, 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Israil has thought 
it fit to reopen this painful episode of our recent past. Sir, it is well known 
that in the village area in Narainganj subdivision the Hindus alone suffered. 
On the question of distribution of relief, it is a painful story which is not 
known to the wider public. Government sanctioned about Rs. 1,36,000 by 
way of gratuitous relief for the Hindus affected by riots in the Narainganj 
subdivision, but you will be surprised to learn, Sir, that out of this money 
about Rs. 1 lakh remained unspent up to 1st April, 1942. Why? Because 
the relief work was in charge of a Muslim officer named Abdus Sattar, 
Circle Officer of Raipura, who had his headquarters at Narshingdi. When 
the Hindus ran to him for help, he scared them away and reported that the 
Hindus did not require any help at all. In this way. Sir, several months 
passed and when we got the information we brought the matter to the notice 
of the District Magistrate, but it was already middle of March then and 
the grant was about to lapse. Actually, the grant did lapse. In April it 
was continued and restored. The Muslims had no grievance in the matter. 
It was the Hindus who did not get any relief. From the figures supplied 
by the Chief Minister himself yesterday, it appears that before April, 1942, 
only Rs. 36,000 had been spent for gratuitous relief to the Hindus. I 
must say, Sir, that that is a scandalous state of things. That was solely due 
to the criminal neglect of duty of the Circle Officer who was entrusted with 
the responsibility. Having said so much, Sir, I do not like to pursue this 
question any further. 
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There is another point on which I would like to speak, i.e ., about the 
Vagrants’ Home. Certain arrangements have been made for setting up a 
Vagrants’ Home in Mahalandi. The Public Service Commission recom- 
mended one particular gentleman, I mean Babu Karunamay Mukherji, and 
gave him the first preference. But the Hon’ble Minister thought it fit to 
override his claim. He appointed another man, namely, Mr. Nihar Gupta 
who was much less experienced. I would like to know from the Hon’ble 
Minister how is it that a man who was given the first preference by the 
Public Service Commission and who indisputably was more experienced 
and more conversant with this kind of work had his claim superseded and 
a comparatively less qualified man of the department was appointed to that 
post. I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will throw light on this question. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED QHOLAM SARWAR HOSSAINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

store tor i fito i 

FtTO TOfa to TOttr faror* to ^ ctfo TOrft 1 cfa rot 

tovt TOn TOR ^nrfwre qfs <rr tort toto 

<?& tort ct \' ftrofasre to ft <71$ fro? tor 

cut qjotion 1 *ctfir oRrSt tor ^ret^r 

TOTO motion TO> Vfa TO^FR TO Yft TOl Ff> I *!TR, FRH 

iftwi *rTO McNair Enquiry Committees TOT ftft TO TO t C ^R ^ffts ftft 

ft*TO$ ffore tofr *nwr yrroRF re £*r?i 4*w 

WfTO <7Ff<W$ TOft 1 fro fro — 

Mr. YOUSUF MIRZA: On a point of order, Sir. This point was 
raised just now in the case of Mr. Sen. I hope you will ask him to confine 
himself to the cut motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If he transgresses the limit, I will certainly pull him 
up. 

Mr. SHAH SYED QHOLAM SARWAR H08SAINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

'®WTI '0 *ftfNi croore ^tfro ftra c? ^ft^^f c*r tot%tr ^rtft 

cro^fi *ftft *ri , ftft $ totc^t 1 ?nre i toi ftfroR 

TOfftre yrTOcwi 1 TOR cro, fro «rtft cTOf 

< 4 $ *fftro tocs TO 4* s $1 1 ?ri froTO 

$Ri sr^, ^tor \ 5 re 1 ft*TO$ 4 faro ^rere 4^5 

S<7R I ^R TO TO riot^R TO TO TOFF 

4«ffiR TO TO TOR d TO TO=TTO <ireR^ CTOTO "HTfr fro TO <iR* 

TO (?Nl TO3TO TO*R (7T #T1 TON W^T TO *!tC3’M* CF^fl TO 

TOtro (7i ftro 4*1 crfre fro tor i $tron tor cq^ 

<7FtTOfR *flW CTO^5 ^17lf| 1 TO CTOTO C®TO 

entire 

. Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is painful to hear these stories 
narrated. These stories have perhaps been repeated many times in many 
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places. Here we are concerned with the distribution of relief money in the 
area* affected by communal riots in the district of Dacca. So confine your 
remarks to the distribution of relief money so far as this cut motion is 
concerned, and I hope you will not try to introduce irrelevant matters. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ItRAIL: On a point of order, Sir. From the 
speech of Mr. Sen it appears that they deny that Muslims suffered any loss 
or any compensation is necessary for Muslims. So unless it is substantiated 
by instances that Muslims also, as Hindus, suffered loss, the question of 
their relief does not come in. So to substantiate that Mr. Sarwar has been 
citing instances. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite appreciate that in view of the speech made 
by Mr. Sen it requires some statement from the other side to the effect that 
Muslims also suffered, but details are not necessary. So I would request 
Mr. Sarwar to limit himself to that statement of facts simply. As 
Mr. Sen has stated that it was the Hindus who were the worst sufferers, 
Mr. Sarwar can as w r ell say — No, that is not a fact: Muslims also suffered. 
I would request Mr. Sarwar not to introduce details for which time also 
is very short. 

Mr. SHAH SYED GHOLAM SARWAR H OSSA INI : Mtft RTO3 fit? CT CR? ’lTO 
ygfft CT II tsfaR CRTO TOtTOR! C TOT *11* ft I <71? 

Mfft (TTfaftre $t? I 4TOR yWM R^Cfi I CTOCR <iJTOR 

f TO* TOJ1 TO, m w <TOTTOT "Nfa* 1 CRtR <TO I cn? 

to? toto fc c<*c* ctot rrr crm r* ft i ft^*i tot *rc«r 

its "Its RTOR fi< CTORD?, TOl'3 CTOT MftPft®! 3R ft I fitTOl RTTOl TOTOl 
RrrrMc* ctot frorc^, ztwus ftcvc^, TOn TOi ft, wft cwfvlw 

TOT ; (PT TO? MfeRTR RTOfRCY* M*1 5TT ft I tSl *t^l YRRttR* WlJJlR! R& 

toc*, tots to ft i tottor wn Mtw fror <jf$nr 

TOT3 MftppR CR3R1 Y* ft j MRTOT ’jftft 'G 

Rfctrfc cto*«, tst* cr«*i m ft i c*rs*l 

STRC^, y|SRMC*r* CRfrf*? C*TTO ** ft I Ml* CR? MftPpR fir*J TOPlt* TO? fW 6 ! 

to i ctoirto Rtrm crcto fro tst* *ffti* yrsratR c^rror- 

*t* cr rcrc$ st* to tot tor ft i 4? fro«r to* 

TO RTOT (pm RtR C* RRTO RfaRoft MfTOT TORtTOTR 5*fCR RC«ft Mftsl* TOTO? I 

4? MRft TO CTO Mtft dlRvst RT'SR ?RRf?5T RRTOR cut motion TOt'R 
TOffi I 

Mr. SYED AHMED KHAN : TOftR "‘ftTOr TOFR — Mfft 4TO RTO5 fit? 
C* MtRtR R£ R*3RtR TOR TOTlfR Dacca riot TO* CR CTOlR y R Rl TO T R $*t* 
M^fiTtfit* TOTC^, W«p tStiR? 9 ff* 3 Ttl c t relief C^TOT ** Rt? I 

Mtft RSTTS fit? C* CR? TORFt* Minister RJt* RfftrjftR R t' C^ R* 

MMCR I Mt* Will 4? CR TO TC g R tSf* TOR feft TOT CR^TM *fft*l 
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£ , TW*r (7& I (Tffw WJPf ^ 

i fefir fe^firs rnr ?<$ i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. ^ The Hon’ble Mr. Basu. 

Thd Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, two 
cut motions have been placed before the House in connection with the 
removal of beggars from Calcutta. My honourable friend Dr. Sanyal has 
raised the question and has indicated in his speech the various points that 
he wanted this House to consider in connection with his cut motion. He 
has raised the question of the genesis of the scheme for the removal of 
beggars from Calcutta. 

Sir, if time permits I shall give a very short resume of the history of 
this movement and also try to meet the points that he has raised. Serious 
notice of the Calcutta beggar nuisance was first taken in 1920, when the 
Bickford Mendicant Enquiry Committee was appointed, but its recom- 
mendations were not accepted because they were found to be too costly. 
In 1934 the Calcutta Rotary Club took up this question and called a confer- 
ence on the 6th February, 1934, at which Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, the 
then Mayor of Calcutta, presided. The Confrence appointed a committee 
to prepare a workable scheme and on the 24th July, 1935, the Corporation 
of Calcutta passed a resolution urging the Government to pass a suitable 
Vagrancy Bill. In the meantime the Calcutta Rotary Club, to whose efforts 
I must take this opportunity of paying a tribute in this respect, with the 
co-operation of the Salvation Army, the Refuge and other bodies formulated 
a scheme together with a draft Vagrancy Bill and published their proposals 
with an introduction from Sir John Anderson, the then Governor of 
Bengal, who took a personal interest in the solution of this problem. 
Government forwarded the scheme to the Corporation in February 1936 
inviting their opinion. The Corporation appointed a sub-committee and 
on the 23rd August, 1938, they considered the committee’s report which 
recommended that the Government be requested to pass necessary legisla- 
tion on the lines of the Vagrancy Bill drafted by the Rotary Club. It also 
recommended a capital grant amounting to Rs. 40,000 and an annual 
recurring grant of Rs. 24,000, to the Refuge to enable that organisation to 
provide accommodation for 750 beggars not suffering from leprosy or 
tuberculosis. The Corporation generally approved of the scheme proposed 
in the draft Vagrancy Bill, but postponed consideration of the financial 
proposals until the Bill was passed into law. The scheme was still in a 
state of suspended animation when the outbreak of the Japanese war and 
the invasion of Burma brought it to life again amongst the citizens of 
Calcutta at the prospect of their sharing the air-raid shelters with the 
diseased beggars. A public meeting held on the 22nd January 1942 elected 
a small committee to frame a scheme to be put into operation as soon a» 
possible. I would rather modify the expression “public meeting,” for it 
was a conference called at the instance of Government shortly after the 
present Ministry came into office. This committee decided that no existing 
buildings or charitable organisations could accommodate beggars and that 
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homes must be built for this purpose. Thereafter followed a long search 
for suitable buildings in pr near about Calcutta. Some suitable garden 
houses which were selected in the outskirts of Calcutta were commandeered 
or requisitioned for military purposes one after the other. In this 
connection I beg this House to remember that accommodation of a large 
number of beggars, many of whom are diseased, infirm or highly infectious, 
cannot be secured except in laTge houses situated somewhere away from 
human habitation and having necessary facilities for sanitary purposes and 
such other purposes with suitable arrangements for providing means in order 
to keep them secure within the premises. These were the essential require- 
ments for a suitable habitation for beggars near a large city. Our search for 
suitable buildings with which an immediate start could have been made 
with the scheme was doomed to failure because of the compelling necessity 
for military purposes of large houses near Calcutta which was experienced 
at that time. 

After choosing and planning of sites as many as four times we found the 
sites requisitioned one after the other by the military authorities. I 
remember that a large site somewhere in the district of the 24-Parganas 
and two sites in the district of Midnapore had to be abandoned in this 
fashion. I myself visited one place in Midnapore for a site, and the very 
moment I was there inspecting the proposed site the military authorities 
came and inspected the site also. Before I left the place it was intimated 
to me that the site would not be available for beggars as the military 
authorities wanted it. Now Government selected a site at last at Mahalandi 
in Murshidabad, and plans and estimates were approved in July, 1942, and 
contracts were given in September. Here I must refer to a very pertinent 
question raised by Mr. Speller pointing out an apparent discrepancy in the 
two communiques, one issued some time in August, 1942, and another in 
January, 1943. Now the discrepancy is more apparent than real. The 
August communique is correct regarding calling of tenders. Tenders had 
been obtained and were under scrutiny when that communique was issued. 
There might have been some cause of delay, but the contracts were allotted 
as soon as possible and they were probably allotted in September. Probably 
at the time the January communique was drafted these dates were tempo- 
rarily forgotten as they were not very material for the purpose of the 
January communique and there is a certain lapse of memory as to the exact 
dates to which attention has justly been drawn by Mr. Speller. 

Now so far as the introduction of the Bill is concerned it will be realised 
by the House that until arrangements are made for the accommodation of 
the beggars, the seizure of beggars would be of no avail. It was considered 
at the time these contracts were let out that these homes at Mahalandi 
would be ready by the time we expected them to be ready, some time towards 
the middle, of this year. But unfortunately the difficulty of securing 
building materials proved enormous. In fact, the difficulties of acquiring 
bricks was so enormous that we had decided to let out contracts for the 
purpose of starting brick fields and brick kilns near the site so that we 
could have our own ready-made bricks with which to start these homes. 
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;But the problem of coal proved insurmountable. The bricks which were 
there were to be utilised for the purpose of building the compound wall 
after the construction of which we could have erected temporary sheds, not 
pucca i but kutdia, and could have made a start in these sheds. The 
compound wall was essentially necessary for keeping the beggars under 
more or less restrained conditions. The compound wall required several 
lakhs of bricks near the site and the work was about to be started when 
these bricks were commandeered for military purposes. But the difficulty 
as regards coal once again stood in our way. I am glad now to intimate 
to the House that all these difficulties have been surmounted one after 
another and work is being pushed on very vigorously. We expect to move 
on with the construction, part of which has already been taken in hand, at 
the earliest possible date. In the meantime, the question of removal of 
diseased beggars became very important and insistent, and for that purpose 
decision was taken that a selection should be of about 1,000 beggars and 
they should be accommodated in Calcutta in a building situated in the 
eastern outskirts of the city. The question has been raised by my honour- 
able friend, Mr. Speller, why was no attempt made to take advantage of 
the offer made by the Corporation of Calcutta who offered to place at the 
disposal of the Government for this purpose their labour camp in Topsia. 
The answer is very simple. The Corporation was asked to surrender two 
labour camps which could accommodate the necessary number of 1,000 
beggars who, we estimated, were required to be removed at once in order 
that disease and infection might not spread into the shelters. But 
unfortunately the Corporation offered only one which had never been 
occupied by their own labour because of the difficulty of water-supply and 
sanitation and this labour camp was designed to accommodate only 220 
beggars — much less than what we really wanted to accommodate, viz., 
1,000. It is for this reason that this offer of the Corporation could not be 
accepted, because it would have served no useful purpose even in the 
solution of the very bare minimum of the problem which we wanted to 
solve. 

Then, Sir, on the question of the Vagrancy Bill. I admit that this 
Bill has been somewhat late in coming. The reason for that was that our 
intention originally was to introduce an Ordinance before the present 
session came to be held in order that a move on might be made with the 
execution of the scheme even before the session. Unfortunately the two 
questions are correlated — the question of legislation and the question of 
accommodation. While we were on the lookout for accommodation in 
Calcutta of a temporary nature for which we requested the Commissioner 
of Police to help us as well as the Corporation authorities, and we were 
making investigation for the purpose of securing a suitable site, legislation 
had necessarily to be postponed. The Ordinance was ready in draft to be 
promulgated, but unfortunately the delay in securing a suitable site in 
Calcutta stood in the way of an early promulgation of the Ordinance. 
Thereafter came the session of the House and no Ordinance would be 
competent when the House is sitting. The result is that we have introduced 
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this Bill, and we are taking the earliest possible opportunity of bringing it 
lip before the House. I can assure the House that every attempt will be 
made to take the opportunity which has presented itself by the sitting of 
this House, to get this measure through both Houses of Legislature during 
this session. If we fail to take this opportunity, we shall have to fall 
back on the method of Ordinance immediately after the House goes out of 
session without this Bill being passed. Now, that is the position with 
regard to all these matters which have been agitating the different sections 
jf the House. 

Dr. Sanyal has raised some questions throwing doubt upon the necessity 
if the scheme in preference to many other schemes of a beneficent nature. 
The reply has very rightly been offered by Mr. Speller. Mr. Speller has 
made out a strong case as to why this scheme should be taken 
immediately in hand, and he has lightened my task by his informative 
speech as to the necessity of this measure which would go to answer many 
of the points which have been raised by my friend Dr. Sanyal. At the 
same time, I think it is up to me to place certain facts in answer to queries 
put by Dr. Sanyal. I might inform him that the homes at Mahalandi had 
been planned to accommodate 5,000 beggars. The capital cost of Mahalandi 
homes is about 11 lakhs. The recurring cost in normal times is expected to 
be between 0 and 7 lakhs when the homes are full. The main item of 
expenditure is food for the beggars which, reckoned at 4 annas per head per 
day, comes approximately to a lakh of rupees a year per thousand beggars. 
I do not think that it would be legitimate to say that in preference to many 
other beneficent schemes in the Medical and Public Health Department 
this scheme has been taken. When the time comes for the discussion of the 
Medical Budget and the Public Health Budget, I shall place whatever I 
have got to state before this House in connection with those schemes, 
what headway has been made, and how far we have failed in carrying into 
effect some of the schemes which we had prepared in those departments, 
failed because of the urgency and insistence of the demands relating to the 
war. But I can assure Dr. Sanyal and the House that this scheme was of 
such overwhelming necessity that it could not wait any longer. The way 
in which some of the public shelters — parabolic aboveground shelters as well 
as some of the private buildings which have been placed at the disposal of 
Government by generous members of the public — have been used by diseased 
and infirm beggars rendered the provision that we are making so insistent 
and urgent that this scheme could not be put back any further than what 
has already been done on account of reasons over which we had very little 
control. 

Now, Sir, I suppose that within the short time at my disposal I have 
been able to answer some of the salient questions that have been raised in 
Mr. Speller’s speech, and if any of them remain outstanding I shall be very 
glad to deal with them if Mr. Speller gives me an opportunity after this 
meeting. 

There is one question which has been raised by my esteemed friend 
Mr. Ashutosh Lahiry with regard to the appointment of a Manager. I am 
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Afraid that my friend has been entirely misinformed when he says that the 
nrst preference of the Public Service Commission was not accepted in the 
matter of these appointments. I know that the question of one of the 
applicants was raised in some newspapers and Government brought out a 
press note correcting the error. The fact of the matter is that in the 
appointment of these Managers, the first nominee of the Public Service 
Commission has been appointed ; the second nominee has also been 
appointed; the third nominee has not been appointed, but the fourth has 
been appointed. The third nominee has not been appointed because he was 
a mere journalist and an insurance agent, but the fourth was a Deputy 
Jailor in a Bengal jail and a second class M.A. in Economics of the 
Calcutta University. As these beggars’ homes will be run on lines similar 
to a certain extent to those followed in jails this jailor was considered to be 
a much better candidate than the third nominee who was a journalist and 
an insurance agent. As regards the three Muslim nominees, the first has 
been accepted ; the second also has been accepted ; the third could not join 
as he was serving under the Government of India, and another Muslim 
nominee has been accepted in his place. That is the position, and under 
the circumstances I do not think that the criticism is justified. I am glad 
that these questions have been raised in this House because after strenuous 
attempts extending over two decades the public of Calcutta have at last 
been assured that this important problem is going to be solved. And if 
this House has the satisfaction of passing into law a Bill which will solve 
this outstanding problem of Calcutta I hope it will have done a good piece 
of work in the discharge of its duties. Humanitarian work which is being 
undertaken in feeding the hungry and in succouring the diseased will, I 
hope, be accepted in the spirit in which it is offered by those who have got 
the interest of this city at heart. 


Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir, on a point of information. May I ask the 
Hon’ble Minister through you if it is still expected that the homes at 
Mahalandi will be completed by the end of May? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Sir, I am afraid that 
it will not he possible to complete the homes within May, 1943, because we 
are still grappling with the difficulties with regard to building materials. 
In the meantime, the beggar’s homes which are being fitted up near Calcutta 
will continue to accommodate 1,000 beggars and the need will to a certain 
extent be satisfied while we are pushing through our Mahalandi scheme with 
the greatest possible speed. 

There is another matter, Sir, w'hich was raised by a cut motion moved 
by Maulvi Maniruddin Akhand. I am thankful to him for raising a very 
important question by his cut motion, namely, the question of grant to the 
Association for the Prevention of Blindness in Bengal. It is an important 
matter and the Government, I can assure my friend, has increased the 
grant this year from what it granted last year. Government is well aware 
that the work that is being done by this Association is of such 'Vital 
importance that it may result in the solution of the problem of blindness 
in the countryside and so this cut motion is extremely welcome to us. 
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The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 

Rs. 31,53,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” he 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mf> J. H. 8PELLER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the statement 
made by the Hon’ble Minister for the Department of Local Self-Government 
may I have your permission to withdraw my motion? 

The motion of Mr. J. H. Speller that the demand of Rs. 31,53,000 for 

expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Maulvi Maniruddin Akhand that the demand of 

Rs. 31,53,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” he 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 31,53,000 
for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq that a sum of 
Rs. 31,53,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscel- 
laneous” was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the next matter is taken up 1 should like to 
tell the House that I propose to adjourn the House punctually at 1 p.m. 
There is three-quarters of an hour's time at our disposal now. I think it 
will be better if we allot 15 minutes to “Famine” and half an hour to 
“Miscellaneous Departments.” I would request the honourable members 
moving the amendments to keep themselves strictly within the limit of 
time allotted to them. I would allow three minutes to each of them. 

54 — Famine. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 13,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine”. 

Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs, 13,05,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion about providing more money 
for famine relief and gratuitous relief. 

Sir, no amount of criticism however helpful or constructive will respond 
to the indifferent and callous mind of this Ministry which is always anxious 
for self-existence. We know, Sir, that a Ministry supported by so many 
heterogeneous elements and groups cannot utilise the best of its time which 
it is entrusted for. The whole attention of the Hon’ble Chief Minister as 
well as his colleagues has been focussed in maintaining peace and order 
in the party. Assembly session is such a botheration. Free when they 
are # they are sandwitclied and to the top of it is the League phobia. 
Naturally, Sir, the cry of hungry millions of Bengal will never reach their 
ears. 

13 
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Sir, since the commencement of this session we have discussed woefu 
tales of scarcity, distress, cyclone, starvation and abnormal rise in price, 
of everyday necessaries of life at different parts of the province. The whole 
of Bengal is in famine condition— famine in food, famine in salt, kerosene, 
coal and cloth and so on. 

Sir, in a note circulated to the members of this House by the Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan who is also a member of this House 
we find that there is a deficit of rice more or less in all the districts of 
Bengal. ' Even the districts which are called self-sufficient or surplus in 
respect of food have to look to outside for help this year. Rajshahi 
Division which is reported to be a surplus one, has an average yield of 
about 47 per cent, of the normal year’s and the result is that the production 
is far below its own requirements. But in spite of this, paddy and rice 
are being exported in large quantities outside the division with so-called 
permits from the Director of Civil Supplies. This action on the part of 
the Government certainly means starvation of the people who never felt 
it before. Sir, due to draught and late rains paddy crops have failed in 
some of the thanas of Dinajpur district of which (at this stage the 
member reached his time-limit but was allowed to speak for one minute 
more) Khansama, Haripur, Baliadangi, Rani Sankail, Thakurgaon, Atoari 
in Thakurgaon subdivision are badly affected. We have already started 
test relief work in a small scale in Khansama thana and also in Balurghat 
out of District Board fund. The trouble of the people has been accelerated 
by the issue of certificates for realising dues such as Government cess and 
dues under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. May I humbly request 
the Government to be a little wise in not issuing certificates at this critical 
time? Sir, if we look into the figures of other districts, we find similar 
difficulties. Burma used to supply us about 4 crores of mounds of rice in 
normal years. But the supply has been stopped due to Burma being in 
the possession of Japan 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, your time is up. 

(The member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Khan, I think you will not be moving your motion. 
You will only speak. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the sum of Rs. 13,05,000 
for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion about Government’s 
unsympathetic attitude in the matters of relief and inordinate delay in 
and inadequacy of relief measures in the cyclone-affected areas of 24- 
Parganas and Midnapore. 

Sir, the time allotted to me is very short and it is very difficult to finish 
the whole Mahabharat in a few minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are a Brahmin and you can very well do that! 
(Laughter.) 
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Mf» P. 6ANERJI: Sir, it may be recalled that after the cyclone of the 
16th October, we visited that area towards the middle of November. On 
receipt of the information that the Diamond Harbour Relief Committee 
which was formed immediately after the occurrence was very much handi- 
capped on account of the restrictions imposed by the then Subdivisional 
Officer Mr. Woodford. I saw him on the 15th November. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu also visited that area the same afternoon. What 
we noticed there was that Government up to that date only sanctioned 
Rs. 3,000 and only 300 maunds of rice was sent to different areas starting 1 
from Sunderbans right up to Kakdwip and Kulpi. 

Now, in those areas up to the 15th November nothing much was done. 
When non-official relief organisations like the Janaseba Sangha and the 
Marwari Relief Society asked for permission to distribute food-stuff's and 
other necessaries of life, they were not allowed to do so. The funniest part 
of the whole thing was that the Subdivisional Officer asked these organisa- 
tions to deposit their food-stuff's and other articles with Government to be 
distributed through the agency of the Subdivisional Officer, that is Govern- 
ment officials. 

Now, Sir, when I went there and asked him why this was done, he 
could not give any satisfactory answer, but at the same time he insisted 
upon distribution being made through the Government officials. When I 
explained to him that relief had always been organised satisfactorily by 
the philanthropic non-official organisations and not by Government, he at 
last allowed the boats of the non-official organisations to enter the area 
and distribute relief although he was not satisfied with this arrangement. 
But he had to allow this. 

Now, after the 16th October, Diamond Harbour Relief Committee 
engaged certain boats for carrying in the cyclone-affected area good drinking 
water from Diamond Harbour. They asked for permission which was only 
for a week or a fortnight. This method of permission was a great 
handicap. Sometimes rice and water remained in boats waiting for 
permission. The permission was not given in time and the Subdivisional 
Officer arrested some boatmen and fined them on the plea that they had 
entered that denial area without previous permission. This will exjdain 
how unsympathetic the Government officials were even in matters of relief. 

Sir, as there is no time, I will briefly refer to another matter for the 
information of the House and the Hon’ble Minister. What was the 
quantity of rice that was distributed from Kakdwip ? We were told that 
half a seer per head per day should be distributed. They first started with 
half a seer, but after some time it was reduced to a quarter of a seer per 
day and afterwards it was reduced to once a week. People came for relief 
from a distance of 8 or 9 miles and returned disappointed. 

Sir, in this connection, I may refer to a sad incident. One Muham- 
madan lad about 13 or 14 years old came to take dole in the Kakdwip 
icentre and he was in such a plight that immediately after receiving the 
jdoie, he fell down unconscious, was removed to the hospital, where he died. 
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Sir, this is the state of affairs in that area. Government officials are 
very unsympathetic and even now test relief that is being given is not 
sufficient and we are told that even this is going to be withdrawn. Although 
about six months have already passed, no arrangement for the supply of 
cattle has been made ; nothing much has been done in different directions to 
alleviate the sufferings of the people. I would request the Hon’ble Minister 
to make an enquiry into the matter and see that better arrangements are 
made in this area. Of course, in Midnapore and other places where there 
have been cases of sabotage, Government may adopt retaliatory measures. 
That is a quite different matter. Why this indifferent attitude should be 
taken up there when people are absolutely non-violent ? 

Sir, Government themselves are doing nothing in these areas. On the 
other hand, the Secretary and other members of Diamond Harbour Non- 
Official Relief Committee who are doing excellent relief works are being 
arrested and sent to prison and thereby the non-official organisations are 
being handicapped from all directions. This in short is the sort of relief 
being given by the local officers and it is up to the Hon’ble Minister to 
take up this matter and see that up to the end of the year 1947 poor 
agriculturists are kept alive, by all means. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I would like to draw the attention of 
the House to the provision for gratuitous relief in the next year's budget. 
In the revised budget, the provision was for Rs. 42 lakhs, but in the next 
year’s budget the provision is for less than Rs. (i lakhs. I think Govern- 
ment have shown a lamentable lack of foresight in making this provision. 
They say that the increased provision in the revised budget was on account 
of the fact that there was acute distress in Midnapore and 24-Parganas on 
account of the recent cyclone. They have overlooked the fact that there 
will be unprecedented distress not only in one or two districts but almost 
in the whole of Bengal in the coming year. Rice is now selling on an 
average at Rs. 20 per maund almost throughout Bengal, and on account of 
the short-sighted policy that Government have recently announced, namely, 
partial de-control, I think the price will rise up very soon to a far higher 
level. As an effect of that, people will starve and many are bound to die. 
What is the composition of the people of this province? If that is 
examined, it will be seen that the vast majority are agriculturists— at least 
four crores of the total population are agriculturists and of these agri- 
culturists about two crores are landless labourers. hat will be their 
condition? The only wealthy people are merchants— they are quite well 
off now— the big landlords, industrilists and also men in the higher ranks 
of the various services, both Government and private. Save and except 
these people, all others— lawyers, clerks and small service-holders— are in 
distress. The relief that is being given to clerks and small service-holders 
is already proving insufficient. In a few days they also will be in very 
great difficulty in making both ends meet. But so far as landless labourers 
are concerned, their position will be absolutely impossible within a very 
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short time. Therefore, I think that it will not be a matter of Rs. 6 lakhs, 
but at least Rs. 5 crores will be necessary if Government have any inten- 
tion to keep the people alive during the distress that is imminent; in that 
place they have provided only Rs. (> lakhs for gratuitous relief. They may 
say that there is a great flow of money in the country. I admit that on 
account of the war, on account of the increased industrial activities and 
on account of war supplies, there is a great flow of wealth in the country. 
There is no doubt about that, but there is a great maldistribution of that 
money and the maldistribution of money will result in the maldistribution 
of the limited food-stuff's that are available. How will the poor people, be 
able to purchase food-grains for their consumption? It will not be 
possible for them to do so as they will have no money. 

Sir, I submit that as there is a small shortage of food-stuffs, the 
situation could certainly have been saved. The shortage is about, say, 15 
to 25 per cent. That is the estimate. If that is so, the only possible way 
to save the people was to introduce a well-considered system of rationing. 
Rationing would have distributed the distress evenly amongst the total 
population, but in the absence of that, the distress will be confined to the 
poor. The wealthy people, whatever may be the price of rice, will be able 
to purchase it. But the poor will have no money to purchase. In the 

absence of a rationing scheme, the only way in which Government can 

save the people will be by giving them agricultural loans and by giving 
them gratuitous relief to a very great extent. 1 think about Rs. 5 crores 
will be necessary for that. 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Midna- 
poreij gratuitous relief, test relief i]p # agricultural loan PtP p*fi 

C<Tt7^f Pft P‘1? ^PtPPfl I unions gratuitous 

relief, test relief i]p° agricultural loan 4CPPftP^ C^SP! rp Pf^ | rftptT'JCtf 
tft 7 ! vrspP c*lk<M PtP I "3k -KPT PtU CPlPCP gratuitous relief c^SPl 

Tts PtU 4PPk 4P‘ reliefs kfpPk cm frkP, ‘ Ptef fr fctPI 

I 'foP CPP? CP union i] relief CPPk ok fpepfepp 3k PCPT 

*rmk relief ijcppfcp^ c*spi rp Pt£ i -pkk cpIp CPk PkPk 
relief i]PPk Pkl fkk^ P*F PCP 0* 3P1 rcPC^ I ij^fp 3 Pc unioni] gratuitous relief 
4P* agricultural loaniJP ?|7kfsk I 3k*fP test relief PTkffcP3 

CP otCP PTP TO CP PWT3 PfT Pk-fCPP Pf Pk^H PPfe I Pk'4k 

cptp pi» pi | kcptki (?) ptpp Pk^fk frp ppi rr?rc5 cp vtkP frkn <ks 
^p fppi kfpptfl ijpf? p|fp *Ipp ppi rrp | (vrj znyj rp pt: ! fp^ ^rtfp 
Pift pvktcpp ^tpp c f pcp ppf| cp 4P Pk^fk 4P*t ftpi *tfp *kp pi P7k 4P»tffc 
^flpk ^p ^p fppk ^p ^pff ^tfp *kp ppcp eptepp ^tcpp cp*ft $<fpk 
^5 i 'kft Pk iipff "P’f'TfkPP fppepp tff% pft ptkcpp *1? ^rkkp ppf| i 
SPPCP S. D. O. PtCVP frp?:*P Sk PfP5k PPCFP | cPkk CP embankment 
ptPl r(.t>$ 3k Co3P Pk PfttPP Pk 7 PPPTPk contractor Ck rpPCS’ I 3k 

vflP 4PPP PPPPtP contractor test work supervise ppk WPI k Vkk fetPl k*TT3 



*96 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [13th Mar., 

i <ttwi srct^, tot ^ TOrsf% ^iqTOc^r c^ot 

Tcsf i <7fTO^ to (ij^i ^?fTf%TO rzv$ i ^ firro 

Government^ iff? TOR 6 ! I 

TO*fa agricultural loan TO73 CTO ?«TC<3 R (.TOC*! loan <tfot 

SW TO<3 TOT3 t|T?tTO TOl TOTC^ TOtf£ R I TOl CTOC£ TOR'S TOC^F W? 
^ fa*! *W ctl 1? TO3 dltfT ^rt& R! fa*f frm loan f%C3 ?CTO I 4$TO 

loan - Tt^fa Sub-Registry office *$£3 TO?I RTOl I TOft 4 faTO ^It- 
TTOtCR TOf 6 ! ^f| I TO - (7TTO ^ffaTO*! CTOF CTO TO.5^ R I toc^ 
^ (?f^n f%^T <73^ 4^F (TJSfl CTO TO^ I TOl TOTS RTOn *ffTO I 

(TlTOTOl C* TtC^RM *rttf5 TO C^ *!TO TO TOT1 ^1 RTO I Government 
store ^ (71*to TO fafo ^TO *rft«fl ^1 *3 TO I 31 R ?C*T TO!tff TO 

^ I TOT WTI TOTOfTO T3 TO'Tl I Midnapore CS^TO <TO !TCW 

ftf*!§ TO71 I 4 TO R 5C?T TOift TOllTR <4^ TOTO 5C3 

^C< I ^rtTOTt 3 TOl gratuitous relief, test relief i£]^“ agricultural loaniiH 

tfCllTW^ I 'stfft 4 f^TO ^Tf*fOT ?f? TOR 6 ! I TOTO gratuitous 

relief <Ffe, *fft*t, fa-f per cent *1*173 C^SHI rorc^. CTO CTO TOTO 

tfjr^TO ^ TO C?37!l TC?rc^ — eg faTO ^ft ^IThtC^ TOR 6 ! TOfe TO3 
Midnapore ^Ttft cTO3 TO, ^1 CTO TO ^T1 TO TO *TNT1 i 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
in this atmosphere of famine there lias also been famine of time in this 
House and therefore T shall try to be very brief. 

I shall, first of all, deal with the cut motion of my honourable friend, 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. My honourable friend knows perfectly well that 
whether it be this Government or any other Government it must accept 
the obligation of meeting an unfortunate situation described in the three 
words, “distress”, “scarcity”, and “famine”. The allotment in the budget 
of Rs. 13,05,000 is not guaranteed nor is it an index that if the situation 
in the province becomes bad, then no further amount beyond the grant 
which I am making 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is it not bad at present? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is bad at present 
but Government undertakes the obligation which it has by every citizen 
within the province. 

So far as the Famine Budget is concerned, my honourable friend knows 
that in 1937-38 the original budget provision was Rs. 5 lakhs: similarly, 
down to 1941-42 the original budget provision was Rs. 5 lakhs. In 1942- 
43 it is Rs. 15 lakhs. Now let me give the actual expenditure. In 1937-38 
it was Rs. 3,73,000; in 1938-39 it was Rs. 56,55,000; in 1939-40 it was 
Rs. 33,69,000; in 1940-41 it was Rs. 10,33,000; in 1941-42 it rose to 
Rs. 1,05,94,000; in 1942-43 it is Rs. 94,15,000. Similar observations may 
be made with reference to items on gratuitous relief and test relief so that 
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if there is difficulty in the province, iny honourable friend need not blame 
this Government for lack of foresight for the Government from 1931 to 
1941 made an original provision of Rs. 5 lakhs but more money had to be 
spent because no Government can have the foresight to see the freaks of 
nature, so suddenly do they come. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But it appears that the expenditure increased in 
arithmetical progression ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The progression 
may be arithmetic or geometric : I am very bad in mathematics, 
and I do not know. 

Then, Sir, I shall deal with the observations made by Mr. P. Banerji 
and Mr. Gobinda Chandra Bhowmik. I shall give the amounts sanctioned 
and spent for the 24-Parganas. The amount of agricultural loan sanc- 
tioned was Rs. 4,60,000; the amount of gratuitous loan was Its. 2,32,000 
and the amount spent was Rs. 2 lakhs; the amount provided for test works 
was Rs. 50,000 but the amount actually spent was Rs. 62,000. The amount 
provided for business loans amounted to Rs. 80,000 and I have not yet 
had any report on that item. I have difficulties in the matter of distribu- 
tion. The distribution usually takes place through official agencies, but 
if my honourable friends have any detailed plans I shall be glad to look 
into those plans. 

With regard to Midnapore, a question has been raised as to whether 
or not gratuitous relief will come to an end. I have indicated on more 
occasions than one that relief will be given as long as it is necessary. 
Beyond that one cannot make any further statement. But I say^once again 
that Government does accept the responsibility of dealing with the abnormal 
situation which may arise from time to time within this province. 

My honourable friend, Dr. Bhowmik, referred to the non-distribution 
of relief in certain areas in Midnapore. I wish he had drawn my atten- 
tion to actual facts so that I might make enquiries. My honourable friend, 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, has drawn a very black and gloomy picture of the 
province. Well, we may have famine and scarcity, and if we have, all 
of us including the members sitting on the Opposition will have to share 
the responsibility for solving the problems in the province. It is not 
unknown to me nor is it unknown to him or anybody else in this House 
that this province is passing through an unprecedented situation, not 
known within the last 200 years of the British Rule in India. There may 
be mistakes, there will be mistakes, there will be difficulties; but the 
mistakes will have to be rectified and the difficulties will have to be solved, 
and I appeal to my honourable friends opposite to deal with the problem 
in a liberal spirit and not from the narrow outlook of party politics. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 13,U5,000 for 
expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
put and lost. 
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The motion of Maulvi Hafizuddin Cboudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 13,05,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that a sum 
of Rs. 13,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine”, 
was then put and agreed to. 

47 — Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,40,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments”. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, you have allowed half an hour for this item 
and I hope you will extend the time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will extend the time by ten minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 5,40,000 for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raise a discussion on the failure 
to set up a proper organisation for obtaining statistics of production of 
food-crops, index number of prices and other economic statistics. 

Sir, I also move that the demand of Rs. 5,40,000 for expenditure under 
the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raise a discussion on the new 
problem of labour arising out of the present emergency and Government’s 
failure to tackle with the same. 

Sir, hardly any speech is necessary in connection with these two motions. 
Sir, my first motion is perfectly self-explanatory but so far as the second 
motion is concerned I hope you will kindly extend to my esteemed friend 
Mr. Bankim Mookerjee the privilege to speak on it. 

Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: Sir, I beg to move the motion standing in 
my name that the demand of Rs. 5,40,000 for expenditure under the head 
“47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
motion in order to raise a discussion about the necessity for full utilisation 
and enforcement of the provisions of the Defence of India Rules relating 
to strikes and settlement of labour disputes. 

The necessity for full co-operation between employers and labour in 
maintaining maximum production for the war effort has been recognised 
throughout the Fnited Nations. Out of this necessity has arisen the 
principle that during the period of national emergency there should be no 
stoppage of work owing to trade disputes. This principle has, of course, 
also involved mutual recognition of the necessity for amicable settlement 
or, failing that, compulsory arbitration of labour disputes. 
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In Great Britain where labour is highly organised the procedure is. 
that, where collective joint machinery for the settlement of disputes exists, 
disputes should be settled by that machinery. If this machinery is 
unsuccessful in settling the dispute, then the matter can be referred to 
arbitration for a decision which will be binding on all parties and no 
strike or lock-out may take place. 

If in any particular industry collective joint machinery does not exist, 
or if there is no provision for reference to arbitration, then the matter is 
referred to a National Arbitration Tribunal established by the Minister of 
Labour for a decision which is binding on all parties. Lock-outs and striker 
are prohibited unless the difference has been reported to the Minister and 
has not been referred by him for settlement within three weeks from the 
date on which it was reported. 

In Great Britain the National Arbitration Tribunal is intended only 
as a last resort and for cases not covered by existing collective joint 
machinery. In India, where labour is not highly organised and a strong 
Trade Union movement lias not yet developed, the emphasis is necessarily 
on arbitration by an independent tribunal. My first purpose in moving 
this cut motion is to draw attention to these two principles. On the one 
hand that there should be no stoppage of work owing to disputes during 
the national emergency and, on the other hand, that there should be 
compulsory arbitration of disputes during the national emergency. My 
second purpose is to point out that these two principles have been adopted 
in India under rule SI A of' the Defence of India Rules and under the 
Essential Services Maintenance Ordinance and should form the publicly 
declared policy of the Provincial Government. 

Under rule 81 A an Order was issued in March, 1942, and subsequently 
amended in August, 1942. This Order provides, in the first place, that 
there should be no strike or lock-out in any undertaking unless 14 days' 
previous written notice within one month of the strike or lock-out has been 
given and, in the second place, that where a dispute has been referred to 
a Court of Enquiry or Board of Conciliation under the Trade Disputes Act 
or for conciliation or adjudication under rule 81 A, no strike or lock-out 
shall take place during the period from the making of the reference until 
the expiry of two months after the conclusion of the conciliation or arbitra- 
tion proceedings. Where a dispute has been referred to adjudication under 
rule 81A the decision of the adjudicating body is enforceable on all parties. 
If a strike or lock-out occurs in contravention of these provisions, those 
responsible are punishable with imprisonment up to three years, or with 
fine, or with both. 

Under the Essential Services Maintenance Ordinance, an employee who 
abandons his employment in a notified essential service — and I think that 
all the major public utility companies as well as a number of essential 
industries have been notified — is punishable with imprisonment for a year 
and with fine. The Labour Commissioner has been authorised to settle 
disputes in such notified essential services. 
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My grievance with Government is that they have not fully adopted 
and declared these provisions as their policy and in one important instance 
they have ignored them. In so far as they have made any declaration of 
policy which could be regarded based on these provisions it has been 
half-hearted and hesitating and could only have the effect of encouraging 
the belief that Government did not intend to enforce these provisions. In 
the one important instance in which Government have ignored these provi- 
sions — I refer to the Calcutta Tramway strikes — a number of strikes 
without notice occurred and Government took no action to enforce the law. 
In fact the Hon’ble the Chief Minister interfered with the enforcement 
of the law. On the other hand, Government did not refer the dispute to 
compulsory adjudication in terms of rule 81A, although at a very late 
stage they referred the dispute to the Labour Commissioner for his 
recommendations. They did not, however, make a formal reference 
to adjudication under rule 81A, and I do not think there has even yet 
been what might be described as a final award under the Essential Services 
Maintenance Ordinance by the Labour Commissioner. I would like to 
emphasise that by not enforcing the law Government have encouraged the 
belief that they intend to ignore the law and that labour may strike without 
notice at any time with impunity. I ask Government to declare that the 
provisions of rule 81A and the Orders issued under it represent their policy 
and that they are prepared to utilise and enforce these provisions to the 
full. I ask Government to declare that, if strikes or lock-outs occur in 
contravention of rule 81 A, those responsible for the strikes or lock-outs 
will be punished in terms of rule 81A. 

My second main grievance is that the procedure which is at present 
being adopted as regards reference to adjudication under rule 81 A of the 
Defence of India Rules is not satisfactory. References are made to 
individual adjudicators, a District Magistrate in one case and a Labour 
Commissioner in another case. This gives rise to a multiplication of deci- 
sions which are not related to each other and are sometimes conflicting. 
Our suggestion is that there should be a permanent adjudicating body set 
up unler rule 81A to which all major disputes will be referred for a decision 
which will be binding on both parties. This permanent adjudicating body 
should, we suggest, be composed of a High Court Judge and two persons 
of integrity with judicial experience. The permanent adjudicating body 
will continue in being so long as the Defence of India Rules continue in 
force and will lapse when they lapse. We accept this as a war measure 
for the period of the war, and it will have to be re-examined after the war 
in the light of the conditions then prevailing. We shall be glad to have 
from Government a declaration of their policy in this matter. If they 
do intend to set up a permanent adjudicating body, we shall be glad to 
know when it will be set up and how it will be composed. We would 
emphasise that its personnel must command the confidence of both employers 
and labour. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 5,40,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
to discuss the policy. 
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During the last budget debate we were assured by Government that 
they would take steps in right earnest to tackle the labour problem, but 
I am sorry to say nothing has been done yet. We, the members of this 
House, representing the Labour assembled at the House of the then Labour 
Minister, and placed our demand before him and requested him to form 
an Advisory Board to advise him so that strikes and dislocation might be 
avoided. He agreed but did not move in the matter. I may just cite an 
instance how the matter was tackled during his time. There was a strike 
in the Bengal Provincial Railway. I telegraphed him, acquainted him 
w T ith all the facts and figures; I personally approached him and explained 
to him the situation and he assured me that he would intervene in the 
matter as soon as written statements were submitted to him. That was done 
and when I saw him for the second time he told me that he had referred 
the matter to the Labour Commissioner to examine whether a Court of 
Enquiry or Arbitration could be arranged. I enquired of the Labour 
Commissioner who said that he had received nothing from the Labour 
Minister. This is the way, Sir, that things are going on at the present 
time. There were various disturbances. The main causes of the disturb- 
ances seem to be that the employers refuse to grant dearness allowances 
to their workers. There were strikes in the city, there were strikes outside 
the city, but the Hon’ble Minister failed to do anything in the matter. 

Then, Sir, on the failure of the then Minister in charge of Labour, the 
portfolio was transferred to another hand and we thought that something 
would come out of this change, but up till now we do not see any change 
of policy. 

It may be mentioned here that the Bombay Government passed an 
Industrial Dispute Act in 1938. A permanent Industrial C ouit has been 
set up under this Act. The Labour Commissioner is the e.r-officw Chief 
Conciliator. A provision has been made for conciliation and arbitration 
of disputes. But this Government has failed to do anything of that sort, 
though we are told that the Government contemplated to bring up such a 
legislation. 

I now place before the House a few more instances of how the question 
of disputes is being tackled by the Government machinery. There is a 
strike in the French Motor Car Company from 30th January, 1 J4~, and 
it is still going on. They applied to the Labour Commissioner for adjudi- 
cation and an adjudicator was appointed who has given his award in favour 
of the Company in contravention of clause 1(c) of the Defence of Inc la 

Rules which specifically laid down : requiring employers to observe 

such terms and conditions of employment as may be determined in accord- 
ance with the order to be, or to be not less favourable than, those existing 
in their respective undertakings at any time within three months preceding 
the date of the order.” A short-notice question was tabled by me on 16th 
February, 1943, which was acknowledged by the Secretary, Legislative 
Assembly, on 18th February 1943. On 8th March, 1943, i.e., after 18 
days I was informed that the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Labour and 
Commerce has declined to accept short notice. The grievance o t e 
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workers is that their working hours have been increased from 45£ hours a 
week to 48 hours a week without the consequent increase of wages. 

Next I like to deal with the question of minimum wage. The principle 
of minimum wage has now been accepted as being fair, reasonable and 
necessary by all advanced industrial countries. It consists in guaranteeing 
to the worker at least a bare living wage. No attempt has yet been made 
by this Government to examine the problem although they have been 
reminded on several occasions. There are strong arguments in favour of 
fixing minimum wage rates. After all Labour has a right to an adequate 
share in the national dividend ; and anyhow it is desirable in the interests 
of industry itself that wage level should at least be sufficient to maintain 
the workers in efficient existence. In the absence of such a measure some 
employers take the advantage of exploiting Labour. You will be surprised 
to learn, Sir, that the Bengal Provincial Railway pay to the workers Rs. 8 
a month; these men were getting Rs. 10 originally, and now in these hard 
days their pay has been reduced from Rs. 10 to Rs. 8 a month. There 
was a strike, but no action was taken by the Government, although they 
applied for quick disposal of the application under section 3 of Trade 
Dispute Act and requested the Government to apply the Defence of India 
Rules (rule 81 A). 

A word may be said about the institution of collective bargaining. 
My honourable friend Mr. Walker has just mentioned what is 
collective bargaining. Collective bargaining is one of the most 
effective preventives of industrial disputes. Collective bargaining 
supposes tlmt the organisation ot worker and organisation of 
employers negotiate with each other on a collective basis and 
conclude agreements which are effective for a certain period of 
time and are legally enforceable. Such agreements tend to promote 
industrial peace for since the agreements are unaltered for a specific period 
of time sudden and isolated disputes become impossible. We ought, 
therefore, to analyse the various methods that may be employed for the 
prevention of disputes when they are in sight or settlement if they can be 
prevented. 

Then, Sir, I want to mention another point, />., the question of exten- 
sion of the Wage Act. The Wage Act operates on railways and factories 
and those who are drawing less than Rs. 200 are the only persons to come 
under this Act, but in the case of other employments this has not been so, 
and the result is that their cases go to the civil courts for trial. The 
Provincial Government may issue administrative orders extending the 
operation of the provisions of the Wage Act to other employments. If 
that is done, then the Commissioner, Workmen’s Compensation Court, will 
also function with respect to these cases and can easily dispose of them 
and these men need not go to the civil courts. That is necessary and 
Government should do that. 

There is another instance of hardship to the workmen whose claims for 
compensation for injuries are dealt with. The office of the Commissioner, 
Workmen ’h Comnensation Act. is undermanned. They cannot deal with 
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the cases promptly. The result is that the cases are unusually delayed 
and the workers cannot get compensation from the court in time. The 
Commissioner cannot sit for more than three days a week and dispose of 
the cases. There is insufficiency of staff in his office. He has been given 
nine clerks but no record clerk. In the District Courts where 13,000 cases 
are handled there is a record clerk, whereas in this office the number of 
cases handled is over 36,000. In spite of that, not a single clerk has been 
given to serve as a record clerk in that office. Sir, you can easily under- 
stand the position of these workmen who are injured and their dependents 
have to wait indefinitely for their compensation money and you can under- 
stand how the wives and children of the men who died of injuries through 
accidents suffer. They live on charity sometimes without any food for 
days together. In order to remove this hardship and expedite the dosposal 
of cases, a sufficient number of clerks should be provided in the office of 
the Commissioner, Workmen’s Compensation Court. 

Another question I want to place before you, Sir, before I resume my 
seat is that the cases of the dependents of Indian seamen who are either 
killed by enemy action or detained as prisoners of war. Their compensa- 
tion and pension case^ are delayed as the Shipping Office on receipt of 
such information send the papers to local authorities. On receipt of the 
information, enquiries are made and the local officer reports about the 
number of eligible dependants. The report along with the necessary 
papers is submitted to the Government of India and the Government of 
India sanction the money. After that, money is distributed through the 
local officers to the dependants. 

Now the position is this. The local authorities never take prompt 
action. They sit tight upon the papers and the result is that these men 
and their families have to live on charity. I have received several com- 
plaints about this and I made an engagement with the officer dealing with 
such cases. He said that District Officers generally do not take prompt 
action. 

Sir, I, therefore, hope that the Hon’ble Minister will take steps so that 
these cases are dealt with promptly by the local officers. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, r** Tfrl 

5^*713 7^ ! stffa ^f%T3 Ffr C*T 

JTTO q-M compensation or 3*1 7* 

C^3*1 7* 4** compensation 7? fw*1 TOfaW I 

*1^*3 *ffc* Ttifon rfiiri ^tf*n 

4* r?T i 'after** rrcn ^tTt^TOT 

tfw c* \gt7i sferr i 

*^7 i frwf rt^n rf% ^ti?^ tstrtOT 3 

^TT cr t ^iti 9 ! iir* r 5 *! 7? *i i &l6i 

n ift 7 ^ nr? i 7* 1 

*5 gf l gf ilw* I T&) Mr. Walker 
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^tftlTTO *lTO TOT < 7 T TOTO TOl ?ftr ?1 < 7 T 

C ]^5 ^fefiRR movement <13 TOl ScTO 3$S ?ft t)ST Tisft 

(7ft ftrft* < 4 *fTO fTOtftrS TOl S^S I fsft StTO ^Stt ^ftnifCSH $?sr® 4 ^* 

TO^rftTO stfftrroi !|1 wot to sm stftro tot tfisr? ^rtfrop? ![ftiTO 

*fftTO ^TTOI <i3^F®fl T1ST I ft 1 % "TOT 'W 1st! TO ^llPlcTO 

cwr cro tmi toto i *rt<TO toto toi W 3 toto <& *ftrs < 7 fftre 
C3TO 3 RTO TOTO ^rft I St<TO fsft ; #nrtl^l strike ?pftTO *TO< 

*pftTO TOT ftTOS trade dispute settlement machinery ^TtW 4^$ body TO^ I 
fim s$s *rft <ttTO body 4*!TO toi sfts i csgi 'sflroi 

St51 ^05 *ttft ^Tft I jQsTOTO TOTOi cjs $SftTO movement stffttS 
5fv ^1 TfcH W^TT 4TO settlement machinery 4*fTO ^31 C^ftfcS *fft I Sfa*fa 
f%ft CTT committee arbitration^ TO ^ftniftTO Stmt'S 4*tti7T frs&tft TOI TO Rft | 
feftf CT Tj^ suggestion fan ftlStC&/1 ^tft (7ft $f% ^t^TOC 6 ! TRSf^T ^ I fijft 

^ftnrtr^r ^s: tot Tff^tftt (yrts ''tisrro toi <iii>i *rft 

to sftn r^r *rom to to 4 $ ftronr ^mi sftts ^ i 
Mr. B. MUKHERJEE : Mr Speaker, Sir, Mr Walker TO ftc*fa (TFt 13 

TORT^T, (Tf&l ?VF5 labour disputes ftfrfafa TOT arbitration 4?r *p7TtTO I 4 

ftrro ^<*1 ctorto sro* c v Rtf ^cTOtra #r ^rfts tos 43* 4 *rtft *TO 3 i totto 

'®Tt 7 lft I fTO arbitration 3TO arbitrary arbitration TO I T>ft 

C3 arbitration 43“ ^tS c fnC c i?3 STO 5 C v l^ ^tfs 6 lt^FI 

Wf? C? ft 5- Sfr^ cjs C?’S?1 TO, time limit ^TTOi 4 ^' TOTRT 

^fsrTTffl Tf^ procedure «IT^1 Sf&S I 4 Tp^ ^?T1 I ftm 

ft: 'STTWS striked ^ TO’C^T ^Tt*fOT 

C^C^fiT I 4TOfar*rivT1 TrfCS Premier intervene 

TO^t?i fss<T cTO TOftrro i (?r&lw err fsft ^rfecrrtu^ ft^nr 
c^TO \ 5 c?rto ^i&i "®rsr^ fwr i sa ^ cn$ to ft&b 
•R Sft 1 U®T ^ 4ftl4lSt^ '®Rn 1% ^S SI C^t*f ^ -TpTl CTObTRT fsS^l 

«ftrro #n mcTO ^ ^t^i ^ ^rfft^t start's ^rfcro i *ts ^rtro ^ i c^Hch 
^ fro^r 'q wt^rtfft bombings tprH a Jbsnf ^Trt^rroi 

^rtTO^ TO^S ^ftr^lSPT !fftTO^ nerve centre 1 SPri CTO7T fTOSTO (TTbTT tfH 

TT 3 !^ Hjft^cH^I (.!?(. d ^Tt*ftS ^nr^, ^1^ (7ft ‘ftftpftl TfS^ ^T^S *T1 

Tramway worker OT ^S^F^ftf ^TfsTO^f ^5 StiTT ^T1 ft^S I ^fTOtC^fa ftTO 

(7T tc^ i *r fro Jpr to ^ ^fsrs c^ft ^ #n (tttot 

( 7 T St (71 F^TCS TO ( 7 ft STO ^ STO^ ^S I TOfs |tTQ( 7 r 
bombing ^ TOT ^(7TC^T "ftTO ^’fCS (71 JPlTO TOl ^Tbfl froi 

St^tTT (TT^m TO I *Tt5F CTO bombing TOPTT TO1 TOCf C^Ht^ midday 
tioket ^’CifCTO, transfer ticket ^ petrol rationing r^TOS 

TOTf<l TOl^r TO ^CTR^ CTO^l monopoly business ^’fCS ; TO StOT 
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RsH *Ttt ftn C^Ff 5 ? ^RRFTI TT1TR R I R^CT bombing 

s^ssR rrN Rsstre <r& ^rtslftwa ftrt c*ttTF ^5te! r?r tr«r cf£i t’rft 
4t6tt r^r #rf%i 

C**ft jute magnates T f% t’TCR I WR®f OTRl *f$R *ftR T*R 
CRT RftflR ?R (Tit WT Andrew Yule CTtRftt (R RR TTTftRR 
(il'C^R *R3^ Rftft <^C«i Rjrft* TS vl <iR* vStW management^ f^Fpfi 4t 

Rrtr t'tos Rft i crt tr crt RfirR ?r tr r ^jftcTTi 

£[tR 2[tR fifHT RT7 CRT 4R Tf^ 5tf%r^T RCR wjo 

'bTJC^ biTft CRT ^feR R'STl vnrf^T I (TRR T Pi "Ml r,<^ F§ 4fRT RTsft T^l 
rc?ros> cTH wr tr Rt i R^cr crRr ?fR ^t*! c^ftrcT TtR*? rr§>, 
CTR1 (TR RtR q*5 t$ft*R CH l dCR TCW (TfRTTR l^ftTTR <RTC I 'SR’R 

T© wer tr^TT tR rnrflR, tr rto^R rtfr *fteR, EtvR •tTRt^prt? 
RT^t ^ofti Tffal CRtR fitTR CRT RrffRR Ol RCT^T RtC*T R !ffw (7T$1 <5fcT 
tfTft ftr© VC 5 *, fri (Tft T#RR ^ft^TT SR ft jute magnates OR' ftTTRR TTR ( 
3R1 C 71 Rc*T ^ 1 ^ 1*11 ^ *R TJJR RR 0#1 CTtRCSR I Jute supply Ri 
CTtR Andrew Yule CTRTftftT TtTT TTO© RCR ft | ^rltCR prestige *3 TtTl 
$f&3, fT$ 5 RR Andrew Yule CTt**fftt (Titl &C*tTl CTtC 5 * kR^RH 
Jute Mil) Association's &Ttn CTfiR bRf ^RferRT I ii]t *|-r$ TTHftTR 

fe*R (wtr C*Tl *TR <=fr ^’SlRTR f% RR©R 4^ fw’f #*1 TR (Tft^r fr ftITR I 
ii^i Rte i c5*ttr*r ctpr^R ^ fer (R bombing r?r <nt 

7)3pf TfsR fi' ; T , ?t 7 ft !lff^TRl ^trf^OT ^RT ^Rr C^l^fR^ ^rRl blfRTflR (?}$ bomb- 
ing ^TOR ^m) f% ? (Tl^fR^t? 4^ %*t^ (n ^IRR^I (TP'ft 5^ 

O^ferf^T (Tft^ ^mt^R <R f^FR ^RR <tR ^R C^RFW RSm RR 

iR; ^R TO ^R ^TTRT !]1 r?R 1 ^tnf% S’R 13^t TO, (Tf^R- 

<FR ft 'SR R^C'^i (TrRRRI Mcs? R^51 <TRtb^ c l 'S <R cr ll c 1 — 

<t ft^T , t£]^SR ^Tf^RR — 'StFR security prisoner C^TiR RR^ I ^R-^R 
TTtfR^ f^R RRR RR rnrfk^R (R W *t5 SR <TTR ROT 

5tfett ^F?T1 Rfffl^T vTfOT bR?t fR^3 riR | f%f% ^ c f" convinced (R (TRR^FR 
(RWRft RfifR ^ttr <tfTR TO fin c 7 ! (RRti rts ^'3 crt p;srrrt 
security prisoner CTft? 7TO, ^T<Tf^ fR^T fir I R ’^RTl RR^ 

RTS ^ r 5W$ (RRH TR ^ 5 Rl tftW Cb£l T^RTR TtU 5 ^*RtUf?R 

cjs tSfinR “TVltft t’os r ^ i fWtrs rnrf^r cr 

!ffiWR ^ SR7 Standing General Committee 7t? 4^* (?t General 

Committeecs (TRtC^R trf%firfi *tRRR, C^R manage TTR TTt^lt^R 

TT fRT TT1 W? fwfiPT CR^P (R^l TR R tiJ^RTR 

capitalist RRoR f% <RR | ^ ^ RR^R RTS mj5 , 

R2T RTR 7 fir (TTRl R05 ft I TRR ^ RRT Tft ^fiR business dislocate 
^PT%r ; f¥l ?ft R^S serious bombing T?T ^RCT TfifR^R RT^l TJH CtR^R 
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| 4 4TO 444 *34431 public morale 41 labourer^? morale 4t44t4 SF4T 

"IjjtOT fejs meeting ^405 Eft 517C4 BT4T permission *4341 4t4 41 I 

ijfirt ^f4*T4f4C4* srRfa toc$, *pf4*f4t4 or ftft fror^r 5t4 

-classical ^ot4 45 C4 OTl?l(.*? (4^1^404 4t4l 0=1 (.5 *tfc4 I f%f4 ty3lC4 40 cf i(.3>*f C4 
bombing 3ffi TOC^ C^tC^T pro-Japanese mentality C4l$ 4ft4 51 44 ; 

Wl^ 4tt5 41 ^flR-1 4*’4C5 *Ttt4 cn 4T4Y1 7CE15 44^ 4t;4t4 01t'C<MI 
4 fTsy 4 tot 4 4 * 4 i 504 c 4 ^ or 3441044 *fCT to ?fc 4 ? 44 tsft fefa ftos 
T5t^T 41 I Bombing 444 7CEE, C«Tt^F 544 ^4t441 444t4 <4t4tOF4 7ft5 

situation (M^ 4t'Q, <4t4fc44 7fc5 van 4t3 ; ftl fafC^ft 4fs?T 3£44 

Tfl | <art4fc?4 *4f%C4t4 4*4414 018 f44 *fc4 van C44*4 4tfc f^P5 45*^01 c l? 5Tt4 
4*115' f%f 44X5 C4C4 f% 44 74 44*04 ^tOR I ^144 454 Ol^ fE44T4 
capitalist C44 side f4C4C!^4 I *®T4E ^4t4tX44 544* C4C4? Oft 443 C*l1^c4‘ 

C^t^Tt^ 44*4 3^4 C4*0 5 C4341 7C4f54 I 404 ^ C4414 CTO ?fir exodus 74 
.<71^1 ^414 $*114 4ft I *f4T3 or 304 t4 *ffS41 C4<^, Japanese bombing 

<43 4t4f4tX4 or 4*l44vP *ft$4i C4X5 ^X4tt44 4f? "41441 44T4714 44 (.5 *1lf4 
*tc4 4fr 5f44io5 *T4*4 ^ti 74 5 c4 4?x$ ^t44i TO& 44x5 *ttf4, 

C4*tX4 4tX5 C^rtr^r morale 4^1 4*4X5 *1141 414 51 4*4X5 *trf4 I 

dearness allowance 43X9i 4*11X4 <:!! 455 44^4 ^4314 4^ f? 7C4X5 I ^15^ - 
•OT c fc ^rt^f ^PS statistics C44t4 414 Y1 40R f% I C4t^r.^ living wage index 
OTOT 74 pF5 ^Tt4fTff4 ^4tOT 41 OTS4t4 444 ^f4T^ C444 4tH4 fta f®ff4 , T 9 tTICff4 

4t4 4t^ v r^, living cost 4t^ v C& ^ 4C5F TO dearness allowance 4t^t4t4 ^OTt4 
I <ij4ft4 c4t4 index 4ft 44* index 4l44t4 C^gl S 4t$ I 4% ^ 44;W 
4t4 C4C4 C44ffe C4t^05 tfC^ 4tOT 6 C4C® 44:^ living cost index 

44* C44TOT index 3,8044 4l^l4tf^ ^T I dearness allowance 

4f4t4T SvJGxI^ 6t4H I OT f44C4 C4t4 uniform policy 4t^ I 44T44t4 jute 
magnates 401 44:44 C4 cheap grant f4U4 44s? 5t4tt44 I C4M$“4 331 30\ 
fet4n 44* ^tC44t4fi:4 3C\ &T44 C44T4 0T341 74 I ^IC4^t4lt4 sliding grade C44U4 
Of^41 74, f4^5 44tOT OT 44R 4T4^1 4t^ I 4414444 European business magnateOT 
CE&1 4t05 sliding scale4 dearness allowance 41 74, 44* \5t4 4C^ (4405 4tffe 
4^4 x OTC c ^4 ^T" 9 ^^ 47C4tf4 1 51 4C4C^ I 5141 44104 C444 444 statistics C44t4 
C5§1 4*044 f4 44* dearness allowance 4H4l 44 t 
^t4^f4 shelter 44C^ ^t441 0f4r:5 4ft — 

(At this stage the member haying reached his time-limit resumed his 
.seat.) 

Mr. DAMBER SINGH GURUNC: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like to bring to 
the notice of the Government the wretched conditions of the tea garden 
labourers of the districts of Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri. Everybody knows 
that the price of tea has gone up by 4 to 5 hundred per cent., but the wages 
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of the labourers are the same as were before the war. If the price of food- 
stuffs had not gone up so high as at present, they could manage somehow 
orjether though the wages are not sufficient even for normal times. They 
are even now getting only 4 annas per hazira , i.e., for half-day, and when 
they get double hazira , i.e., 8 annas per day, they get double hazira only 
for 3 or 4 days a week. When the tea gardens are earning lakhs and lakths 
of rupees, and the Managers are getting thousands and thousands of rupees 
as bonus per year over and above their fat salary on account of war the 
coolies on whom the whole tea industry depends do not get enough even for 
the bare necessaries of life. At least in these abnormal times the employers 
should have come forward themselves and increased the wages of the labour- 
ers in consideration of the abnormal rise in price of foodstuffs, but as they 
do not seem to look to the interest of the labourers, I appeal to the Govern- 
ment to pass a legislation fixing the minimum wages of the labourers 
whether of the tea gardens or of any other industries. 

Some time in 1938 or 1939 when I gave notice ot a resolution in the 
Assembly to the effect that the wages of male coolies, female coolies and 
ehokras should be fixed at 12 annas, 8 annas and 6 annas, respectively, there 
was a great sensation amongst the planters. Since that time much change 
has taken place. So I suggest that the minimum wages should be fixed as 
follows : — 

Male coolies — one rupee. 

Female coolies — 12 annas. 

Chakra coolies — 8 annas. 

This may be done for the duration of the war. 

My second point is that the tea garden coolies are being turned out of 
the gardens at any moment at the sweet will of the Managers, no matter 
for how many generations they may be living in the garden. Near about 
50 per cent, of the population of Darjeeling are tea garden labourers and 
they have made the tea gardens their home and hearth. So these people 
must have some sort of status in the gardens. I appeal to the Government 
to look into these matters carefully and do something to redress the 
grievances of the labourers. 

We are on the sixth year of provincial autonomy. We thought that 
under the administration of the popular Government, at least the poorer 
class of people would be a bit happier but it is otherwise, that is, the condi- 
tions of the poorer classes of people have become worse than before. They 
have not done anything for the poor people. Just a few minutes ago 
Mr. Walker has suggested that the Defence of India Rules should be 
applied, but may I enquire whether by applying the Defence of India Rules 
Government will be able to solve the root cause of the strikes satisfactorily? 
Sir, I think the disease is due to low wages and unless and until the wages 
are increased, there will be no end of the trouble. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it will not be possible 
for me to deal with all the various points that have been raised in the course 
of the debate, and I would therefore confine myself to saying something 
with regard to the general policy. 

14 
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Sir, in the course of his remarks my friend, Mr. Walker, remarked that 
on one occasion I interfered in a labour dispute: I know the incident to 
which he has referred, and I plead not guilty to the charge, and I wishvto 
submit that I did not interfere but I certainly intervened because the Labour 
Commissioner was not available then. And I am glad to be able to tell the 
House that the settlement which I effected has been of lasting benefit to the 
employees and the Tramway Company. Even during the disturbances in 
Calcutta, as a result of that settlement, the Tramway employees did not 
flinch one single inch from their duty. However, I have admitted later on 
that I considered the point that it was not quite proper for me to go directly 
into the dispute, and I have since maintained the position that the machinery 
of Government which has been in existence should be the only machinery 
for intervention between the employer and the employee. 

Now, Sir, as regards the motion of my friend Dr. Sanyal in so far as it 
refers to the failure to set up a proper organization for obtaining statistics 
of production of food-crops, I submit that it is a matter for the Agriculture 
Department, and as regards index number of prices and other economic 
statistics, an attempt is being made to obtain these statistics. At the 
present moment, I am afraid, I cannot say anything further. 

Then, Sir, as regards the general policy, I submit that we have got at 
the present moment a definite policy regarding labour. Before I refer to 
that I will dispose of one or two points of a general character. So far as 
labour disputes are concerned, we have to remember that under rule 81 A of 
the Defence of India Rules these matters are generally dealt with. Rule 81A 
of the Defence of India Rules lays down that no person employed in any 
undertaking may go on strike in connection with any trade dispute without 
having given to his employer 14 days’ previous notice. This rule applies to 
undertakings run for trade or business and not to undertakings like the 
Corporation of Calcutta or the Port Commissioners. But these are covered 
now by the Essential Services (Maintenance) Ordinance. Under this 
Ordinance no employee may abandon his work without previous consent of 
the employer. The order under rule 81A declaring a strike without notice 
illegal came into force early in March last year. The Essential Services 
(Maintenance) Ordinance came into force earlier in December, 1941. For a 
time it was not thought advisable that prosecutions against strikers without 
notice should be launched. But in October last year the position was 
further considered, and it was thought that these provisions of law had been 
in force for a sufficiently long time and that while propaganda on the 
necessity of giving notice should be increased action should be taken against 
those responsible for any breach of the law in this respect as opportunities 
occurred. Instructions to this effect were actually issued to local officers on 
the 24th October, 1942. 

Lately all disputes wherein conciliation has failed have been referred to 
adjudication. Where strike is without notice, the policy ordinarily is to 
refuse to refer the dispute to adjudication until the men returned to work. 
Before the dispute breaks into a strike or stoppage of work is caused, the 
Labour Commissioner with his officers is on the alert, making enquiries. 
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bringing parties together and exploring every possibility of an amicable 
settlement between the employers and the workers who are affected. When 
conciliation fails, the Labour Commissioner reports the facts to Govern- 
ment and if Government are satisfied that the dispute affects war effort or 
the maintenance of essential supplies, they do not hesitate to refer it for 
adjudication. 

The adjudicators, so long, used to be a District Officer, the Assistant 
Labour Commissioner, the Claims Officer, Calcutta, and the Commissioner, 
Workmen’s Compensation Act. 

As regards a permanent machinery for adjudication, Government saw 
the desirability of it long ago. They realised that in this matter of 
adjudication it was desirable to have uniformity in the decisions reached 
and that the adjudicator should be like a Court of record where previous 
decisions could be looked into. The decision that Government have come 
to now is that a permanent Court should be established. The President of 
the Court should be a Judge of the status of a High Court Judge. This 
should be following the Bombay example. Government have already taken 
steps with a view to securing the services of a High Court Judge early for 
this work. The other personnel of the Court is still under consideration. 
For instance, whether there should be additional members of the Court or 
the Court should consist of a single Judge only are matters of detail which 
would be decided very shortly. The question of due representation of 
employers and workers is also under consideration. Government are tenta- 
tively of the opinion that a suitable method of representation of employers 
would be to constitute panels for different industries. These panels would 
be framed in consultation with the industries and when a dispute occurs 
pertaining to a particular industry one or two persons out of the panel may 
be asked to represent the case before the Court. Direct representation of 
employers on the Court is not considered advisable. 

As regards representation of labour, Government have not yet come to 
any decision. This is because of the non-existence of large and representa- 
tive Unions in the province. But the matter is being considered in 
consultation with the Labour Commissioner. Like the employers some 
method will be found for the labour affected to represent its case fully before 
the Court. 

As regards the positionjDf the Labour Commissioner it must be emphasiz- 
ed that the Labour Commissioner as Chief Conciliator is an impartial officer. 
He takes no side either with labour or with employers. His' duty is to look 
to the interests of both, and when a dispute occurs to bring them together 
and to see that a settlement is reached between them amicably. 

Finally, there is the question of making a declaration of their policy 
specially with regard to the arrest of strikers who have given no notice. 
The statement now made by me may be taken as a declaration of Govern- 
ment policy on the subject. 
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Aa regards the particular question of a formal announcement of our 
intention to prosecute strikers who give no notice, I would like to explain 
that while necessary instructions have already been conveyed to local 
officers no formal announcement of th$ir intention has been given either to 
employers or workers. This was on advice from the Government of India 
who thought that such publicity would not be desirable at present. 

But I would emphasize the fact that although the Government have 
always been very anxious to secure the full amount of relief that can be 
given to labour under present conditions, our policy is to apply the Defence 
of India Rules most rigorously in order that the strikes may be reduced so 
far as frequency is concerned to the utmost possible minimum. If it is 
found that there is no reasonable justification for any strike or that the 
strike has been undertaken in infringement of the rules and regulations now 
in force, the most stringent measures will be taken under the Defence of 
India Rules, because we consider that the maintenance of essential services 
is of the utmost and paramount importance. 

Now, Sir, as regards my friend Mr. Gurung’s point regarding the tea 
industry, I may mention that while we are in full sympathy with the points 
he has made on labour I may point out that the industry has not been 
unmindful of the convenience of labourers. At the present moment when 
the price of rice has been rising so high I am informed that in the tea 
plantation areas the employers have been selling rice at not more than 
Rs. 8 per maund. They obtain it at a higher cost and distribute it at a 
cheaper cost to the labour. This is a concession which we all very grate- 
fully acknowledge and I think on this point at any rate it cannot be said 
that the tea planters have been extremely selfish. Secondly, Sir, I would 
enter a plea in favour of the tea planters because if unfortunately rice 
becomes short we will be able to drink tea. (Laughter.) Therefore, we 
cannot ignore the importance of tea in the vital statistics of the province 
of Bengal. 

I hope, Sir, I have made the Government position regarding policy clear, 
and I therefore hope that the motions for reduction will be withdrawn. 

Mr, W, A, M. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, in view of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister’s assurance, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. W. A. M. Walker that the demand of Rs. 5,40,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. J. N. Gupta that the demand of Rs. 5,40,000 for 
expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 5,40,000 
for expenditure under the head “47— Miscellaneous Departments” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 5,40,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” he 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq that a sum of 
Rs. 5,40,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous 
Departments” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 1-30 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Monday, 
the 15th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
15th March, 1943, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ hie Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 
6 Hon’ble Ministers and 182 members. 

(After starred question No. 141 was called.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister has received information just now about the precarious ill- 
ness of a relation of his and he has left the House. He will be coining back 
within half an hour. In the meantime will you be good enough to take up 
the questions of any other Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think in the circumstances stated it will be desirable 
that the questions to be answered by the Hon’ble Chief Minister stand over. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will they be answered today? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: He will be 
coming within half an hour’s time. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Ravages of cyclone in Midnapore district. 

*146. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing with regard to the cyclone in the Midnapore district : — 

(?) the number of villages and areas affected both by the cyclone and 

the tidal bore; 

(it) the number of villages and areas affected by the cyclone alone; 

(iii) the number of cattle lost; 

(iv) the number of houses destroyed or otherwise made unfit for habita- 

tion ; 

(v) the number of school buildings collapsed or otherwise made unfit 

for use; 

(vi) the number of persons dead on account of ailments caused by the 

after-effect of cyclone; 

( vii ) the total value of properties lost; and 
(wit) the total \alue of standing crops lost? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the statement 
appearing in the Calcutta newspapers that about 40,000 persons -died due 
to the havoc in Midnapore is correct? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased. to state the correct 
figure ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a)(i) Villages — about 1,600, area — about 
900 square miles. 

(?'/) Villages — about 7,400, area — about 3,300 square miles. 

(/;/) About 188,000. 

(ir) About 527,000. 

(v) Estimated at about 1,900. 

(ri) Deaths from cholera and bacillary dysentery would be about 1,600. 
Deaths from other causes not available. 

(i '//') Such valuation can only be based on a wild guess. 

(cm) About 11 crores of rupees. 


(h) and (rt The number of deaths ascertained by detailed survey is — 


Contai 
Tamluk 
(fhatal 
Jhargram 
Sadar (North) 
Sadar (South) 


Total 


... 10,932 
... 2,909 

31 
2 
69 
500 

... 14,443 


Sanction of short term crop loan to Coalundo Central Co-operative Bank. 

•147. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to lay on the Table a statement, showing year by year, for the years — 

(1) 1938-39, 

(2) 1939-40, 

(3) 1940-41, and 

(4) 1941-42, 

(a) the amounts paid by Government through the agency of the Bengal 
Co-operative Provincial Bank, Ltd., to the Goalundo Central Co- 
operative Bank for distribution as short-term crop loan; and 

(5) the outstanding amount that remained unpaid up to the 31st Decem- 

ber, 1942, and in each of the financial years from 1938 to 1942? 
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MINI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Hashem All Khan): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the Table. 

tf 

Statement. 


(a) 1938-39 

1939- 40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

{b) On the 31st December, 1942 

1938-39 

1039-40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 


Es. 

Nil 

65,218 

15,535 

59,421 

12,083 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Failure of paddy crops in Coalundo subdivision. 

*148. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Is the Hon’ hie Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture Department aware of the fact — 

O) that paddy crops failed almost entirely in the subdivision of 
'Onalundo in 1942, and that the people are in distress; 

(u) that seeds tor next crops are not available with the cultivators and 
in the market; and 

(in) that sowing starts in the month of March in this area ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of supplying seeds to the agriculturists? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan): Yes. 

Production and stocks of paddy in Bengal. 

*149. Khan Bahadur AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) the total quantity of paddy grown in the Province of Bengal this 
year ; 

(it) the total stock of surplus paddy available for this year; 

(hi) the total quantity of paddy required for the consumption for the 
people of this Province ; 

(iv) the total quantity of paddy exported, if any, from Bengal both 
husked and unhusked? 
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( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of — 

(1) deficit districts, and 

(2) surplus districts, 

showing separately the total outturn of district? 

( c ) Is it a fact that the Government of Assam have stopped export of 
rice and paddy to Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: (a) a) The 

actual figure is not known. The crop forecast is 6,938,800 tons (in terms of 
clean husked rice). 

( li ) The figure is not known but it is known that the previous a man crop 
was excellent, the nett exports not above normal in the circumstances and 
the last nus crop disappointing. 

{ui) No accurate estimate is possible but on the basis of crop forecast 
figures and nett imports the consumption in the three years preceding last 
year could not exceed 74 lakhs of tons. 

( iv ) 1 -5 lakhs tons nett in 1941-42. 

(M The districts cannot l>e thus classified as they are not self-contained 
units throughout the year, and any comparison of estimated outturns with 
theoretical figures of consumption is misleading. There are deficit areas in 
most districts even when the whole district is surplus. 

(r) Exports from one Province to another are now controlled by the 
Government of India. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what he means by “the year”? Does he mean 1349 or 1348? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 1349. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to his answer in the 
latter part of (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which are 
the districts that have deficit areas though the districts them selves are 
surplus ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Calcutta of 
course has no production, and so the question of its being deficit or surplus 
does not arise. 

24-Parganas is a deficit district — the approximate outturn is 19,74,200 
maunds, whereas the probable consumption is 25,24,000 maunds. So there 
would be a deficit of about 6,00,000 maunds. 

Nadia is also a deficit district, though only to a small extent — about 
1,00,000 maunds. 

Murshidabad is also a deficit district. Of course here the deficit is great. 

Jessore is not practically a deficit district — the production being 7*47 
and the consumption 7 81. Strictly speaking it is not a deficit district. 

Khulna is a surplus district. 
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Burdwan is a deficit district to a large extent. 

Birbhum is practically neither a deficit nor a surplus district — it is 
almost equal, the production being 41 and the consumption 4*4. 

Bankura, Midnapore, Hooghly and Howrah are deficit districts. 

Rajshahi is a deficit district to a small extent. 

Jalpaiguri is nominally deficit, the production being 4*65 and the con- 
sumption 4*66. So practically it is not a deficit district. 

Darjeeling, Rangpur, Bogra, Pabna, Malda, Dacca, Mymensingh, and 
Faridpur, are deficit districts. 

Bakarganj is a surplus district. 

Chittagong, Tippera and Noakhali are deficit districts. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts is a deficit district to a small extent. 

Babu N ADEN DR A NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why, if Khulna is a surplus district, export of paddy from that 
district has. been prohibited? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi- HASH EM ALI KHAN: Of course 
that is under the order of the Government of India. We are not responsible 
for it. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the outturn of paddy or rice in Bakarganj district and the actual 
quantity required there? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: The out- 
turn in Bakarganj is 1,09,29,200 maunds. As for the requirements there 
I cannot say without calculation. According to our estimate 344 lbs. per 
head per annum is taken to be the annual consumption. Now, if you take 
into account the total outturn of the district of Bakarganj you can easily 
ascertain it. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
is aware that last week the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Commerce and 
Labour stated that the estimate of production there was 73,00,000 tons as 
compared with its requirements of 69,00,000? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Of course, 
I have given the figure of rice. I want to explain the point here that 
approximate outturn is not a reliable account at all. I myself doubt, as 
everyone knows, whether the figures which are collected through cliaukidars 
can be relied on. As for consumption we have taken it at 344 lbs. per head 
per annum on average. It might be that the number of sucklings and 
children may be greater, but still we have taken it at 344 lbs. Besides, 
the last census of the population of Bengal, of course that is my personal 
opinion, does not represent accurate figures. 

Btbu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to the answer just 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
desires to devise any means to get correct figures? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Of course , 
this yeaf I am considering that mat ter, and I shall see that as far as 
possible accurate figures are gathered from some agency. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Minister just now that almost all the districts of Bengal are deficit 
districts, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House what did 
the Government mean to do to save people from starvation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA3HEM ALI KHAN: In order 

to meet the deficit for the current year Government will try its level best 
to import rice from the neighbouring provinces as far as possible. Of 
course,' we have not got complete control over t lie matter and we have got 
to obtain the sanction of the Central Government and the Government of 
Bengal will try to do that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur, \ou are not, of course, to expound 
your policy in reply to a question. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer («)(n), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate what does he mean by the 
expression “last harvest’’? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: “Last 
harvest” does not mean actually the last harvest, but the one previous to 
that which was a bumper year. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: With reference to the state- 
ment made by the Hon’ble Minister that Bankura is a deficit district, may 
I enquire what is the extent of that deficit. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: In 

Bankura, according to statistics, the total outturn is 35,02,300 maunds and 
the requisite consumption amounts to 55,10,100 maunds. So practically 
there is a deficit of 20 lakhs. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reft >rence to answer ( o)(ir ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state if he has got any figures to 
show the total quantity of rice and paddy exported from Bengal up to 
February, 1943? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Of course, 
the year is not closed yet and I must frankly admit that this refers to the 
Commerce Department and it is not possible for me to give definite figures. 
If the honourable member puts the question to the Minister in charge of the 
Commerce Department I hope he will get correct figures. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to the latter part 
of answer ( h ) where the Hon’ble Minister has stated that there are deficit 
areas in most districts, even when the whole district is surplus, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in Khulna or in Bakarganj 
there are deficit areas? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALT: Sir, in one district 
all the lands are not of the same fertility and therefore there may *be deficit 
areas. 

Mr. SPEAKERS The question is simple, whether there are deficit areas 
in Khulna or Bakarganj and the answer would be simply “yes” or “no”. 
No explanatory statement is necessary in reply to a question. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: In view of the Hon’ble Minister’s 
reply that there was good crop in Bakarganj last year, will he be pleased 
to state why there was scarcity of rice in that district ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA3HEM ALI KHAN: Tfcat was 
on account of Government purchases in large quantities. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the answer given in (c) 
that exports from one province to another are now controlled by the 
Government of India, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is 
aware that Assam paddy used to feed the people of Rangpur, Bogra, Seraj- 
ganj, Tangail and Manikganj ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Yes, I 
know that a large number of cultivators from Mymensingh and other 
neighbouring districts go over to Assam and get lands cultivated there as 
barfjadars or occupancy ranjata and they live on the rice they produce there. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the answer just now 
given by the Hon'ble Minister that t lie scarcity in Barisal was due to 
Government purchases, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased -to state if he 
would see that Government purchase?* aie discontinued in order to save the 
country from ruination? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: That is altogether a 
separate department. I do not think even a Provincial Government can 
give any definite answer to that question unless the policy is changed. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Hon’ble Minister entitled to say in regard to a supplementary question that 
it does not concern his department and that therefore he is unable to answer 
that question. 1 want to know. Sir, whether it is a Government on joint 
responsibility or whether the Ministers are individually responsible? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: We have, 
it is true, joint responsibility but we have separate responsibility and 
separate functions also. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question was not properly 
answered. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a point of order raised by Babu Nagendra 
Natli Sen, and I would like to say something in that connection. Well, 
Mr. Sen, the fact is that questions have got to be asked of the Hon’ble 
•Minister in charge of the department concerned and he is to reply to them, 
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but sometimes it so happens that the questions put involve the jurisdiction 
of two or three Ministers, and it is therefore desirable, as far as practicable, 
for the Minister answering tha questions to give answers relating to all the 
departments. But when a supplementary question is asked, it becomes 
somewhat difficult for the particular Hon’ble Minister to reply to it and 
then if he says that it is desirable that the question should be put to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge there is nothing wrong in it. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SENS Sir, what then is the remedy in that 
case, when the Hon’ble Minister says that it does not concern his depart- 
ment and when you have also held that it is just up to the Minister 
answering the question to refer to another Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for me to say what is the remedy. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he can give the House any information about the 
quantity of carry-over of paddy and rice from the last crop season to the 
present .crop season? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I would 

ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, my last question was not properly 
answered. My question is whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that the 
p;ubh from Assam feeds the people of four districts, viz., Hangpur, Bogra, 
Palma and Mymensingh. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of that fact? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already given the answer that you could 
expect of him. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, the answer was that people from 
the.se districts go to Assam and cultivate lands in Assam. But that is not 
a pioper answer to my question. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: My 

information also is that paddy is generally imported from Assam for the 
districts of Rangpur, Mymensingh, etc., hut I cannot give an.t definite 
answer. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: The Hon’ble Minister has been pleased 
to tell us that shortage in Bakarganj was due to the fact that Government 
purchased. Will he be pleased to state how much Government purchased? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I am 

sorry, without notice I cannot give the answer. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this 
year before the embargo was placed on the Bakarganj district, huge export 
w as made late in the season? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I am not 

m possession of any official record, but from information and personal 
knowledge I can say that it is so. 



220 QUESTIONS. [15th Mae., 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will $he Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the extent of deficit in Mymensingh district P 

The Hon’bfe Khan Bahadur Matrlvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Produc- 
tion 2 crores 34 lakhs and odd, and requirements 2 crores 57 lakhs and odd; 
so it comes to 23 lakhs. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the reply of the 
Hon’ble Minister that huge exports have been allowed this year from 
Bakarganj district, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if in case 
Government think fit to raise the embargo they will consider whether 
Bakarganj remains a surplus district or not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I cannot 
answer such a question. It does not concern my department. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that permits 
are issued to the merchants of deficit areas by the local executive officers 
for the purchase of paddy and rice from the surplus areas? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: May be. 

I have got no information about that. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that some such 
permits were issued to certain merchants of the Jessore district, which he 
has just now said is a deficit district, for the purchase of rice from the 
Khulna district which is a surplus district, but they were driven out from 
there ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question does not arise in view of the previous 
answer. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: That I am 
unable to reply. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (a)(h) where 
the Hon’ble Minister states that the figure regarding the total stock of 
surplus paddy available for this year is not known, will he please tell the 
House when he expects to make the figure available to this House? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: In a week 
or so. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Typists and copyists in the Chittagong Civil Courts. 

43. Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Judicial Department be pleased to state-*— 

(?) the present number of typists in the Chittagong Civil Courts, Copy- 
ing Department; 

(it) the number of them that are Muslims; 
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(Hi) the average earning of a typist and copyist at — 

(1) Sadar, and 

(2) Muffassal; 

(iv) the number of typists and copyists that are overdue for retirement 

in the Civil Court of Chittagoug; 

(v) the number of Muslim typists that are empanelled in the waiting list 

of the Civil Court, Chittagong ; and 

(vi) the present number of Muslim typists at Sadar? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (vi) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that some non-Matric 
copyists have recently been confirmed at Cox’s Bazar and Fatickchary? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a)(i) 7. 

(m) 2. 

(iii) Typist — (1) Rs. 67-15 and (2) Rs.66-7. 

Copyist — (1) Rs. 45-12 and (2) Rs.51-9. 

(ip) and (vi) None. 

(r) Three Muslims are in the waiting list of typists and copyists. No 
separate list is maintained for typists. 

(b) The present position is the result of old appointments. 

(c) No. In any event the rules do not debar appointment of non-Matric 
copyists. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Improvement of tanks in several Unions of Contai subdivision. 

45. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that almost all the tanks and ponds 
ol the Unions Nos. 9, 11, 12, 18, ltl of police-station Contai and Nos. 7, 9, 10 
of police-station Ramnagar, district Midnapore, have been polluted by the 
saline flood and have been rendered useless for drinking purposes? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of drawing up a 
comprehensive scheme for re-excavating sufficient number of Khas Mahal 
and private tanks before the coming rains by way of Test Relief Work? 

(c) If the, answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of extending the scheme to other saline affected 
Unions of Contai and Tamluk specially in those places where tube wells are 
aot possible? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) to (c) Yes. 
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Land Mortgage Banks and Co-operative Stores in certain places in Bengal. 

46. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing the number and names of — 
(i) Land Mortgage Banks; 

(it) Rural Co-operative Banks ; and 

(Hi) Co-operative Stores established since he assumed charge of the 
portfolio? 

{ b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the present number of (1) Co-operative Banks, and (2) Stores in 
the Rajshahi district; 

<(??) what are the aims of starting Co-operative Stores; and 

(???) whether any such Stores in Naogaon and Nator subdivisions of the 
Rajshahi district have been started ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: (a) (?) 4 out 

of 9 at Dacca, Burdwan, Rajshahi and Khulna. 

(it) About 1,200. Names not readily available. Their collection will 
involve considerable labour and time which will not be commensurate with 
the purpose of the question. 

(???) Three, namely, Loliajang Free Primary School Teachers Co-opera- 
tive Stores in Dacca and the Burdwan Co-operative Stores and Saradaganj 
Co-operative Stores in Burdwan. 

(b) (?) (1) 1,036, (2) 3. 

(n) To provide wholesome goods at a reasonable price and fair dealings 
to customers. 

(iti) Two in Naogaon and none in Nator. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Prioe of standard cloth. 

•42. Maulvi MD. ABUL FAZL. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
•charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state the 
aveiage price per yard of standard cloth proposed to be supplied to the public 
of Bengal? 

(b) What process do Government intend to adopt for making standard 
cloth available to public? 

(c) When do Government hope to make such cloth available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) The January 
allotment of 3,000,000 yards, which has not yet been received, has been 



1943.] 


QUESTIONS. 


223 


priced by the Government of India at annas 8 to annas 10 per yard ex-Mill, 
according to the width and quality of each piece; freight and handling 
charges at the several stages will raise the price by about C» pies a yard. 

(b) It has been decided in the first instance to confine distribution to 
major jute districts, which have not profited from the rise in the price of 
paddy, and to the cyclone-affected areas in the districts of Midnapore and 
24-Parganas and the bustee areas of Calcutta and Howrah. Distribution will 
be through dealers already in the trade selected by the District Officers and 
under arrangements to ensure that only the poorer sections of the population 
receive the cloth. 

(c) As soon as the cloth is received. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
to answer whether it is not a fact that the Mohini Mills advertised for the 
supply of standard cloth at Rs. 3-8 a pair — 9 yards x 44 inches — and in view 
of that why is it that the Government of India have put the price of stand- 
ard cloth at 8 to 10 annas a yard, and what was the jault of the Mohini 
Mills ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have no information 
of the Mohini Mills’ offer. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (a) 
that the January allotment ha** not yet been received, when can we expect 
that allotment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: We have in the 

meantime received railway receipts for Go + 172 + 10*2, /.c., 399 bales: others 
are expected soon. 

Babu MADHUSUDHAN 8ARKAR : With reference to answer (M, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the major jute 
districts in the estimation of the Government for the purpose of supplying 
standard cloth ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Almost all the 

rlistricts of East Bengal and some districts of North Bengal too. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR : What are the districts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps you know better than the Hon’ble Minister. 
He is not in charge of the Agriculture Department. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state from which date or month these standard cloths will be 
available in the market ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: As I have already 
stated, we have got the railway receipts. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: That is not my question. Will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state from which date or month these 
standard cloths will be available to the public? 

15 
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The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It will be available 

very soon, because as soon as the consignment reaches us we are making 
all arrangements for distribution. 

Khafl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House what arrangement the Government proposes to 
make so as to ensure that the standard cloth is available to the poorer section 
of the community first? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The District Magis- 
trates have been requested to select retail dealers who will sell this standard 
cloth under the supervision of Government officials. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: To any and everybody? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Only to the poorer 
section of the people. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How will he ensure that? 

The Hon’ble Mr'. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That will be decided 
according to the union rate paid and other standards from which it will be 
judged by Government who is poor and who is rich. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many shops will be opened in each district or in each tliana or 
in each subdivision or in each union board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That will depend on 
the amount of cloth that we get. As more consignments will be received, 
more districts will be taken into consideration. The number of shops in 
each district will be determined by the Collector. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if sales tax will also be an extra charge, or will it be free from the 
sales tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: No sales tax will be 
charged on this. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the special treatment to the major jute districts is in further- 
ance of the Government of Bengal’s policy to encourage the growing of 
jute to the detriment of other crops? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in the first instance districts other than Midnapore and 
24 -Parganas and the bustee areas of Calcutta and Howrah will be entitled 
to the benefit of the standard cloth, and if so what is the Government’s 
plan with regard to the districts except those four which I have just now 
mentioned P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: There are two ques- 
tions. As regards the first part my answer is that we have not got as yet 
sufficient number of cloths as the Government of India are not prepared 
to give us the amount of cloth that we require. Although we shall first con- 
fine our activities to the bustee areas of Howrah and Calcutta and to Midna- 
pore and 24-Parganas, that is, the flood-affected areas, as soon as we get 
increased number ot consignments we shall extend them to other jute-growing 
districts. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government have got any plan of the distribution of 
standard cloth after the requirements of the four areas, viz., Midnapore, 
24-Parganas and the hustee areas of Calcutta and Howrah, have been met? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The only general 
plan, as I have already stated, is to confine the distribution of standard 
cloth to poorer sections, and who are the poorer sections and how many of 
them can be supplied at a particular time is a matter for the District Magis- 
trate to consider. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not his question. You will give preference to 
these classes no doubt, but what he says is what is the policy — whether after 
the fulfilment of the needs of those four districts you will distribute or 
even before that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Not necessarily. As 
soon as we get more consignments, we shall certainly extend our distribu- 
tion fields. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of India have allotted quotas of 
this standard cloth to Bengal month by month. If so, for how many 
months ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Three lakhs of yards 
have been allotted for January and after that for February and March there 
is a further allotment of 7 lakhs of yards. 

Mr. SUREN DRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether allotments for two months only have been made up 
to date or allotments for several more months have been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Not yet. Only three 

months’ allotments have been made. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN : In view of the distress and in view 
of the discontent prevailing, will the Government be pleased to take the 
public into their confidence as regards their intention with respect to the 
distribution of standard cloth at least for six months? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, that question does not arise.* 
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Control of prices and its effect. 

*46. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (a)-Has the Hon’bie Minister in charge of 
the Commerce and Labour Department received any report to the effect that 
the present system of control of sale and supply of foodstuffs and other 
commodities of daily use without any control of price, has given birth to a 
system of profiteering? 

(b) Is it a fact that poor people of the Province are not getting their 
daily rations after a hard day’s labour for want of sufficient number of con- 
trolled shops? 

( c ) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, do the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 

The Hon’bie Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) The impli- 
cations of the honourable member’s question are not fully understood. If 
he is referring to abuses that have taken place in the present system of 
distribution of some commodities through controlled shops, Government are 
aware of complaints to this effect. They are also aware of the existence 
of black markets in commodities in respect of which controlled prices were 
fixed some time ago. 

(b) No, there are other more fundamental causes. 

(c) Government have under their active consideration the entire question 
of the distribution of essential foodstuffs in urban areas for which a special 
system may have to be evolved. 

The appointment of a Distiibuting Trades Tribunal and a Special Officer 
for the planning of distribution are preliminary step* towards this end. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’bie Minister aware of the 
abuses and the existence of black markets in commodities for which con- 
trolled prices have been fixed and, if so, will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state what remedies are contemplated for removing these? 

The Hon’bie Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The only remedy 

that Government can have is by taking steps against all sorts of informa- 
tion about such abuses and by prosecuting the offenders and bringing them 
to book. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the change in the 
Government’s policy regarding control as enunciated a few days ago, does 
the Hon’bie Minister say that Government sticks to the policy enunciated 
in answer to starred question No. 40 which was printed long before the 
change of policy? 

The Hon’bie Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Government only 

contemplate the expansion of the policy that has already been undertaken. 
The action that has been taken up till now is not quite sufficient to meet 
the requirements and what Government contemplate is expansion in this 
direction. 
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Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the policy of decontrol recently adopted by Government has 
resulted in rapid rise in the prices of paddy and crops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: In some places, yes. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a ,fact that black markets flourished under the very nose and 
connivance of Government officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Certainly, Sir, there 
cannot be any connivance of Government officers, but the owners of shops 
are only third persons and Government have only power of supervision and 
control. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If the policy of decontrol has resulted in 
the rise of prices in certain places, do Government intend to take any steps 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Government is 
watching the situation and expects that after a certain rise which is 
inevitable by this decontrol policy there will bo a diminution in the prices. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (/>), 
nameh , “No, there are other more fundamental causes,” will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wlmt are those causes and if the\ are known to 
Government whether Government are prepared to. remove them P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: What Government 
meant b\ “fundamental causes” are (1) shortage of supply in relation to 
the demand, (2) high prices of food-grains caused by numerous factors, and 
(3) disparity between the rise in prices and the rise in the money income 
of the poor. These are also factors which contributed to the situation. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
in nearh all places in Bihar rice has been selling at not more than Rs. 10 
and, it so, what are the causes which have led to this abnormal rise in 
prices in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes, u«> have informa- 
tion that the price of rice in Bihar is lower than that prevailing in Bengal, 
and we are trying to bring down the price of rice in Bengal by all attempts 
that are within our power. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are contemplating import of rice from Bihar to 
Bengal or any other province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: We shall be right 
glad to import rice from Bihar or any other province, but that is a matter 
which lies in the discretion of the Government of India which is the control- 
ling authority now. 
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B&bti MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR : As it is disclosed in the reply of 
the Bon’ble Minister that there have been abuses regarding distribution by 
the control shops, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
steps or any punishment was inflicted upon the owners of those shops by 
which those abuses were caused ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes^whenever there 
was any complaint or any specific case reported to Government, Govern- 
ment have prosecuted the offenders and also taken other steps against 
them. 

BabU MADHU8UDHAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the shops which have committed such 
mischief ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: As regards names, I 
must have notice. 

BabU NACENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Minister, is he aware of the prevalence of rumours that corruption 
bribery and nepotism have been running very high in this department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Government cannot 
refute any rumour unless it is particularly brought to their notice. 

BabU NACENDRA NATH SEN : Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether there are any rumours and whether Government have taken 
any steps ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: K umours are rumours. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I do not base mv question upon 
rumours. I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister if Government are 
aware of these rumours. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether Government have got any elaborate scheme to check 
profiteering? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes, they have. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to the last part of 
answer (r), will the Hon’ble Minister please state wl^en they would adopt 
such preliminary steps and how long they would take for the planning of 
distribution that has been mentioned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: No definite time can 
be given, but this much can be said, that Government are taking all possible 
steps and they are taking steps as are required under the circumstances. 
There cannot be any finality about this matter. Steps will be taken as 
circumstances arise. 
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Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIKS With reference to the reply to my 
question, will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether we can have some 
light on the scheme that Government are preparing to check profiteering P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The full-fledged 
scheme that Government wish to adopt is under consideration now and as 
soon as it is approved by Government as a whole, it will be published. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell the 
House whether there has not been any effect on the price-level of paddy 
after the publication of the recent communique P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That has already been 
answered. 

» 

Ban on the use of cycle-rickshaws in Calcutta and suburbs. 

*141. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR : (a) Is the Rou ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(?') that the use of cycle-rickshaws in the areas of Calcutta and its 
suburbs has been banned ; 

(??) that taxi and bus services have been curtailed owing to rationing of 
petrol and other causes; and 

(???) that public has been put to inconveniences due to curtailment of 
public-conveyance services? 

{b) If the answer to ( a ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(it withdrawing the ban on cycle-rickshaws; and 

(??) taking any other steps in the matter? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (i) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of permitting cycle-rickshaws for private use? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) (?) and (??) Yes. 

(???) This is incidental to the situation created bv war emergency. 

(b) and (c) No. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state what objection is there to allow cycle-rickshaws to ply in the streets 
of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The objection is that the use 
of cycle-rickshaws at the present time in consequence of the congestion of 
traffic is likely to lead to incidents. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if there has not been a great difference in the situation between the 
point of time when cycle-rickshaws were banned and the present time? 
There is no such pressure of traffic now. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. That is a question of opinion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if cycle-rickshaws are considered more dangerous than ordinary 
rickshaws ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Y es, cycle-rickshaws are 
considered more dangerous than ordinary rickshaws. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state why cycle-rickshaws are banned in Calcutta alone when they are not 
banned in any other district headquarters? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Because all the rickshaws 
could not be banned and cycle-rickshaws are comparatively more dangerous. 
That is why they have been banned. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Are they dangerous to the pedes- 
trians or to those travelling in them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Dangerous to people all round. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Ministei please 
state whether any expert medical opinion was taken about the health of the 
ordinary rickshaw-pullers and that of the cycle-rickshaw drivers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, I tlmi!% it arise-. because of t lie 
diilcrence between cycle-rickshaws and ordinal y rickshaws. Kickshaw- 
pullers suffer more physically than those who drive eyele-riekshaw s 

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean to say that those who pull rickshaws not 
on cycle but on foot have to undergo harder labour and consequently it tells 
upon their health. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T1 lat is not the subject-matter of this question. So, 
that question does not arise 

Babu NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: In view of the rationing in petrol, 
will the TTon’ble Minister please state whether there has not been less traffic 
of motor cars and buses in the year 194‘-2 than it was in the year 1941? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So t ar as private motor cars 
and taxis are concerned, there may have been a diminution, but there has 
been a tremendous rise in military motor transport and other conveyances. 
Streets are full nowadays. 

Family allowances for security prisoners. 

*142. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether many security 
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prisoners or their wives have applied to the Government for family 
allowances ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any allowances have been granted to 
such applicants? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(/) the names of the security prisoners; and 

{ii) the amount of monthly allowances granted to each? 

{(1) If the answer to {b) is in the negative, is the HonTde Minister con- 
sideiing the desirability of granting them family allowances during the 
present war situation ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state whether he is aware 
<d any allowances being granted to the security prisoners by other Provincial 
Governments ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and {b) Yes. 

{<•) (i) The time and labour involved in the preparation of such a list 
will be disproportionate and I am uot prepared to furnish it. If the honour- 
able member wishes to know the details of any particular case 1 shall l>e glad 
to supply them aftei due notice. 

(//) The amount given langes fiom Us.G to Rs.75 pei month. 

{(]) Does not arise. 

1 have no information. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether Government contemplate granting dearness allowance to the 
necurity prisoners? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think there was lengthy cross-examination on the 
same question some other day. 

Police search in office of Bengali monthly (Jayasree). 

*143. Mr. 8ATYAPRI YA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department lie pleased to state whether the office 
of the Editor and Proprietor of the Bengali Monthly Journal Jayasree at 
194B, Ba>h Behari Avenue, Calcutta, was searched by the police on the 1st 
of May and 2nd -Tune, 1942? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state what articles, 
if any, were seized by the Police in course of the searching? 

(c) Is it a fact that the security deposit of Jayasree has been forfeited? 

(d) If so, do the Government contemplate to refund the security deposit 
of' Jayasree ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes on the 1st May, 1942, 
but not on the 2nd June, 1942. 
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(b) A list of articles seized is laid on the Library Table. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what is the amount of security deposit of the Jaya&ree that has been 
forfeited ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The papers now in my hand 
do not show it because it is not relevant to the question put. I can give the 
information if I get notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: What was the gist of the contents for 
which this forfeiture was made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is impossible for me to say 

it unless I get notice. 


Air raids in Bengal. 

•144. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: {a) Will the Hon Me 

Minister in charge of the Home (Civil Defence Co-ordination) Department 
be pleased to state — 

(?) how many times Calcutta, Chittagong and Feni have been raided 
by Japanese aircraft; and 

(ii) whether any other places in Bengal have been bombed by the enemy 

, raiders ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) ( ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the names of the places bombed ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of men (1) killed and (2) injured as the result of bombing 
raids in each place on each time; 

(ii) the extent of destruction caused by the enemy bombers; 

(Hi) whether any steps have been taken to give the wounded persons 
immediate medical aid after bombing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a), (b) t (c) (?) and (/?) I regret . 
that on grounds of public security it is not possible to disclose the informa- 
tion. 

(???) Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether it would not be in the public interest to disclose the actual number 
of raids in the different parts of Bengal so that the public might have 
confidence in the information supplied by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, the military authorities 
think otherwise. 
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M45. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to state the number 
of men killed due to air raids up to the 31st January, 1943? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: I regret that on grounds of 
public security the information cannot be disclosed. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government contemplates to give any compensation to 
the injured or to the members of the families of the killed? 

The Hon’ble Mr A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the matter is not at any 

rate before the consideration of Government. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any scheme of Government under which payment 
is made to persons who are injured or killed in air-raids? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not at the present moment 
in a position to answer the question because it does not strictly arise out of 
the question put. But it the information is required, I can furnish it 
later. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 

it is not a fact that there is a war injury scheme under the War Risks 

Insurance Fund under which persons injured or killed are compensated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir; that is true. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pl-ased 

to state whether the payment of compensation to persons killed or injured 

is in the hand of the Central Government or of the Provincial Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a question to which 
1 caunot answer either in the affirmative or m the negative. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: In \iew of the answer just now given 
to the question of Mr. Stark, will the Hon’hle Ministei consider the desir- 
ability of giving compensation to person** injured and also to the mem hers 
o* families of persons killed in air-raids? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, in suitable cases it is 
done. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state if any compensation has been paid to the persons killed 
during the recent bombing in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ask for notice. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Supply of rations to prisoners in jail. 

44. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(0 that for some time past atta is not being regularly supplied for rations 
of prisoners including security prisoners; 

(it) that those who are accustomed to take atta only as their staple food 
in both their principal meals have pi actu ally to go without any 
diet; and 

{ni) that the atta supplied to the jails for the consumption of prisoners 
is adulterated and unfit for human consumption? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in t lie matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Due to the present 
abnormal conditions there was some difficulty in the regular supply of atta 
to the prisoners, but the difficulty has since been got over. 

(//) and (///) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state* what are the circumstances which led to the easing of the 
difficulty which was experienced as legal ds the supply of atta to jail 
prisoners ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That I cannot say, but 
possibly by reason of the recent supply of wheat. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how the supply was received and from what source? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : These are matters of details, Mr. Sen, which the 
Hon’ble Minister cannot be expected perhaps to furnish at short notice. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Scarcity at Rangpur due to failure of crops. 

*47. Mr. KSHETRA NATH SINCHA. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(?) that paddy (a man) crop of the district of Rangpur suffered greatly 
for want of rain; 
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(u) that there are already signs of acute scarcity in some parts such 
as Nilphamari, Kurigram and Gaibandha subdivisions; 

(ni) that Rangpur is a deficit district for defective harvest; 

(tr) that Government issued a communique to prohibit export of paddy 
and rice from Ra.jshahi Division; 

(r) that the Collector of Rangpur is trying to purchase one lakh maunds 
of rice from the district ; and 

(r/) that mills in the Division of Rajsliahi are sending away rice to the 
outside districts? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government intend to stop the purchase from 
Rangpur district in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) {<) Yes, 
there was heavy damage of a man crop due to drought in some area of the 
district. 

(//) Signs of scarcity are visible in some parts of the Nilphamari sub- 
division only. 

(ut) Y'es, according to the agricultural statistics for the present year. 

(//') Yes. 

(r) No. Only 2b, 000 maunds. 

(n) Yes, within the Rajsliahi Division and with permit outside flu* 
Rajsliahi Division. 

(h) Government will give due consideration to this matter. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: With reference to answer (a)(r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the District Magistrate 
purchased rice of his own initiative or at the behest of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Certainly at the 
behest of Government? 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the rice bought in the district was stocked in the district or removed 
from the district v 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Ahmed Ilosain, after putting 
your question to the Hon’ble Minister, you should not remain standing 
but should resume your seat. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: With reference to answer (a) (it), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he has come to know of acute 
scarcity in any other subdivision of the district? 


The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: No, Sir. 
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Export of paddy and rice from Bengal. 

*60. Maulvi MD. ABUL FAZL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state how 
many maunds of (1) paddy and (2) rice have been exported outside Bengal 
from the 1st January, 1942, up to the date of reply of this question ? 

(b) What steps, if any, have been taken by Government to prevent export 
of rice and paddy from the Province during that time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca) (a) A statement 
is laid on the Table. Paddy figures have not been shown separately but 
have been reduced to their rice equivalents. 

(/>) The export of paddy and rice from the Province has been prohibited 
since the 1st July, 1942, except under permits issued by the Chief Coutrollei 
of Prices and the Director of Civil Supplies. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 60. 

Export of rice from Bengal. 



From Janu- 
ary to 
July, 1942. 

From August to Novem- 
ber, 1942. 

From December, 
1942, to January, 
1943. 

Total. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

(a) By rail and river 

2- 11 lakh 

O' 07 lakh (excluding 
October and November 
figures which are not 
available). 

Not available 

2- 18 lakh 

(6) Coastal 
(c) Abioad 

0*02 „ 

. 0-48 

Nil 

0*06 lakh 

Not available 

0\ er 0' 10 lakh . . 

0-02 „ 
0*64 „ 

Total 

2-01 lakh 

0-13 lakh 

01 lakh 

2-84 lakh. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a huge quantity of rice has been exported 
during the period from October, 1942, to January, 1943, of which no figure 
has been furnished? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir. I cannot say as 
I have not got the figures. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (h), 
namely, except under permits issued by the Chief Controller of Prices, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the quantity of paddy and 
rice covered by these terms under the cover of which it has been permissible 
to export paddy and rice from Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The permits that are 
indicated here were not issued at a time, but were perhaps issued from time 
to time. If the -information is specifically required, I must ask for notice. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why even after feeling the acute shortage of 
rice in the province Government allowed ten thousand tons of rice to be 
'exported outside Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have not mentioned 
ten thousand tons in my reply, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, in tile column from December, 
1942, to January, 1943, in the statement appended to the answer, it is 
‘mentioned that over ten thousand tons of rice were exported from Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The only reason that 
I can infer is that if we refuse to supply any rice to other provinces asked 
for by the Government of India, the Government of India can similarly 
refuse to supply to us the other commodities which we require. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I think it does not concern the 
other provinces for it went abroad 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It covers all that we 
have to send out from Bengal and that we have to do or we have to depend 
on the Government of India for our other supplies. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Was the export of rice to Ceylon made under the 
direction of the Government of' India or the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 cannot answer off- 
hand, for I shall have to ascertain the fact 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: "With reference to the figures from 
December, 1942, to January, 1943, under the head “Abroad”, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any quantity out of this sum 
was exported to Ceylon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Might have been, 
but I do not know. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary then read the following message: — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked to 
the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1943, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held 
on the 8th March, 1943. ” 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, I move that a 
sum of Rs. 30,27,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue.” 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 30,27,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by a sum of Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a dis- 
cussion on the failure of Government to bring under cultivation culturable* 
wastes under khas mahal as well as elsewhere. 

Sir, as you may be aware, there is a great deal of demand at the present 
moment for increasing the number of acreage under cultivation in the 
province. But it is surprising to find that under the khas mahal large 
tracts are lying fallow — tracts which are not only culturable but which 
can produce very good crop. In my district of Murshidabad I have found 
that on both sides of the river Bhagirathi, which is largely declining, large 
tracts are lying fallow because the Irrigation Department experts feel that 
nothing should be grown on the banks of the river. As a matter of fact 
things are grown and vegetation is found in plenty, but not vegetation of 
the type that can be used either for human food or for animal feeding. I 
could have understood the object of keeping some land fallow to allow free 
flow of water, but, Sir, you will find invariable this area overgrown with 
shrubs of various descriptions which do not allow water to flow as freely 
as the Irrigation Department might be conceiving. Not only that. We 
have found that in certain parts land that comes over to the khas mahal 
for the tenant's inability to pay rent is not resettled quickly or with expedi- 
tion as is attempted under private landholders. The khas mahal has got 
a peculiar system which prevents easy and quick resettlement of land. 
They have systems of reporting to the highest authorities before the 
managers in the local area can immediately proceed with the resettlement, 
and probably it was at one time necessary with a view to prevent abuses in 
the name of resettlement, but surely the time has come to examine these 
meticulous rules and find out if some improvement could not be effected. 

Sir, my cut motion is not so much with the object of censuring Govern- 
ment as to invite the attention of Government to certain directions in which 
the productive capacity of land under khas mahal may be improved. Sir, 
for some years past some members of the public in the town of Berhampore 
have been approaching the District Collector for enabling them to grow 
some foodcrops in a large tract of land in the riverbed in the town, which 
usually gets inundated through flood during the rainy season but which is 
then left over fallow though culturable. But, Sir, the Collector has found 
himself helpless in the matter, and I would be very much grateful if the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge can see his way to make such land available 
particularly in a year like this, when we are all pressing for glowing more 
food. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: Mr Speak er. Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 30.27.000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
be reduced by a sum of Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion about ’ the recommendations of the Floud Commission. 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


239 


The recommendations of the Floud Commission have been before us and 
before the country at large since the 21st March, 1940, but unfortunately 
nothing has been done in the light of the recommendations as yet. Before 
the report was published, we were given hope by the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
ihat as soon as the report would be published something substantial would 
undoubtedly be done for the good of the people. But unfortunately when 
the report saw the light of day that hope was not implemented. Then, 
Sir, the Ministry was dissolved, and the new Progressive Ministry, or rather 
the so-called Progressive Ministry, came info power, and T must frankly 
confess here that although I belong to the Opposition, I cherish in my heart 
of hearts that something substantial must be done during the regime of 
the Progressive Ministers, but unfortunately we have been disappointed. 

Then, Sir. finding himself in a very awkward position for reasons better 
known to the people, the Hon ble Chief Minister the other day came out 
with a statement telling the people that he is just now ready to do something 
substantial to revolutionise the land laws of Bengal and to do something 
substantial for the people. But, Sir, I must say that that hope ulso is a 
colossal hoax. 

Now I should like to come directly to the recommendations. It we go 
through the recommendations we see that there are 53 different items of 
recommendations of the Commission, the first of which runs thus: “The 
majority of the Commission has reached the conclusion that whatever may 
have been the justification for the Permanent Settlement in 1793 it is no 
ionger suitable to the conditions of the present time. The present s\sicm 
should be replaced by one which will bring the actual cultivators into the 
position of tenants holding directly under the Government In acquiring 
the interests of all (“lasses of rent-receivers.” Then, Sir, if we look to page 
17 of the report we see that “ the zemindars in Bengal never had an absolute 
right of property in the soil; nor was it intended to give them such rights 
by the Permanent Settlement.” Again, if we look to page 41 we see that 
“the majority of the members are definitely of opinion that no other solution 
than State acquisition will be adequate to remedy the defects of the present 
land system.” It is not possible for me within so short a time as five minutes 
to go into details of this report which is very interesting and illuminating, 
but if we look to pages 74 and 75 we see that pressure of population in this 
province has rendered subdivision of holdings, fragmentation of holdings 
and uneconomic holdings criminally damaging to our province adding there- 
by to the untold miseries of the people in the countryside to a great extent. 

All these show that the land of the province must be nationalised. 
Nationalisation of the land is a necessity at the present moment, and for 
that the zemindari system must lie done away with and proper legislation 
must be made in its place in the light of the recommendations of the Com- 
mission. This is item No. 1. 

If this is found to be difficult for Government for reasons better known 
to them, then I must say that there are other innocent recommendations in 
the report such as acquisition of royalties from mines, of superior rights in 

16 
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khas mahals, that all fishery rights should be acquired, the imposition of an 
agricultural income-tax and recommendations Nos. IT to 23 regarding the 
possibility of extending cultivation; of valuable crops can be given effect 
to at once 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit hut was 
allowed one minute more A 

These recommendations can be given effect to in spite of giving effect 
to item No. 1. 

Sir, for this all-important matter much depends on the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister — he being the leader of the party in power and also the Leader 
of the House, but, 1 am afraid, at the present moment he is unable to do 
that because he is now under the clutches of a certain section of people who 
are determined to ruin and crush him politically though not financially. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. MARENDRA NATH DOLUI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 30,27,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue' ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion on the 
necessity of reducing rent by »50 per cent, of the lands lying uncultivated 
in the inundated areas of different subdivisions of the district of Midnapore. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4 $ TOWCl tfllRptR RRTF'tTR tfRSFR *’^3$ 

4 $ ^ 4$ vcn yrfro o i qfsfin w- 

<rt*r 4 ^ <71$ srasfflr %trs vc*, 'stm 

Rf%R y*R f*CR 7<R 4^ fefROT 37R (71$ MHl 

1 *R e’cr 4*(R3 <r*ir tpffaR 1 

Rt$R, *$t*R Rt$R, Rt$^r f%f 

*|Rf%^ ?1 v'ZWSi TOt tStOT 

*T:*teR fitTO *R RR 9 VW 5k^ I wftsRR S*R$ TOT tSlOT 

tfR^WR*!, 'S RMtSWI I <R ?1RR RfisRI t-ftTR ER-RRfFR 

SRT SR <7T$9fR f% RRTR *1 f%RR *\U5 ^WRR (7f$ RSHS 

3$Cv5 C7FR S*fRR Rt$03C5> *T1 (R 

(Floud Commission) C^tC^f^C^R vsR report rRt ^^TR 

#n ri Po vfttRR rrrw Rfks vus snr *tcr i w^s, 

WR^I^H, fcPTRR RV$j|btM3 *fWl^3 S*R 'oRR 5r’05 FCRCS» I 

3 RTR ?ftRtcR <7tlT3> R75 *T3 4R3 Rft (R R^'SfRT ^T<R ^ck^ tjR $?RJ1 
•Tt$ I ^JfVR 5*R <$ :F iRR ^f^R RfSRR ^R <R*TT I CSRrR RRR^ 

*TtT?tR RRfefeRCTiT abundant areaiT ^HRi <R RT5 R3 f?Rl wft RffR t ftf $ni 

§Ri r^r ^fro 

CI6 <ti ^ r?T ^HiR RTR ^TR RR I R1 RRR bN ^RC3 RR RR 'oR 

V* I FRtCRR TSR^IVd 3RRR RRRR <R tfRtR tSRl 

Zffe ^R ^RR RT^r ^5Ri 3 rr: Pr:^ tot i fros w%Rcr 
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9W I ^ \5tOT 4'5|^ TO I 

ys fyfsp i ym *r?m v'tfo cry «ttt* fros ya ^nt 

vJC*! I 

^ ?f% <& *rf? (zrft ^?r wrt* 'ivP? ^sri fror 

tot wi sFftsRfa* sftsRfa vfr «itoti go \5N ^ftcs OTtJ 
to toyi i S&j fro *te«fCTc«fcr $*11 ^rfsre^s $t*r*n cTO 

3 TC$$ *T#tfN ^1 I vfj^ ^eT Cut motions T^’TF C*fa I 

Mf. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 80,27,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — l*aiul 
Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
on the failure of Government to bring a legislation to prevent agricultural 
lands from passing into the hands of the non-agriculturists. Motion No. 10 
which also stands in my name and which I am not moving is to the effect 
that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion on the failure 
of Government to give effect to the Land Revenue Commission. 

In moving the cut motion, Sir, I support all the motions that have been 
moved today by my friends under this head. In doing so 1 crave your 
indulgence to speak on the subject generally. Looking at the receipt side 
we find that the expected income for the coming year 1948-44 is 
Rs. 8,62,90,000. This income on the receipt side under the head ‘‘7 — Land 
Revenue” can be enhanced to a sufficiently greater amount by some erores 
of rupees by adopting the following amongst other methods: — (1) by 
abolishing Permanent Settlement and replacing raiyatari system in its place 
according to which no intermediary would remain there between the 
Government on the one hand and the actual tillers of the soil on the other 
which the Land Revenue Commission recommends. A thorough amend- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act should be made accordingly and a fresh 
legislation is to be made, if required ; (2) all fallow but culturable lands in 
all the districts in the province should be surveyed and given in settlement 
with the zemindars, particularly with the landless labourers without any 
nazar; (3) the fisheries which were not given in settlement with the private 
landlords at any time but of which they are enjoying the usufruct from 
long before— those fisheries should be brought under Government control; 
and (4) agricultural loans in cash or in kind, particularly the distribution 
of improved type of seeds at large scale on loan system by flourishing the 
country would directly or indirectly fetch money to the public exchequer. 

Now, Sir, looking from a different angle of vision we have seen that the 
expected income in the coming year is more hy KH lakhs than that of the 
revised estimate of Rs. 3,52$ lakhs in 1942-48. How can it be expected that 
Rs. 10J lakhs more would be realised under this head over Rs. 3,52* lakhs 
while the general atmosphere of the country has been awfully bad due to the 
war situation, due to the total and some where partial devastation of crops by 
flood, drought and abnormal rise of prices of foodstuffs and other daily 



242 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[15th Mar., 


necessaries of life ^ However, Sir. here in this connection I pause and draw 
the attention of the Government to the following points for remedies: — 

Firstly, unnecessary hardship and harassment must not be inflicted upon 
the raiyats and tenants for the realisation of rents under the Government 
estates and kit as mahals in the present critical circumstances and not only 
that but also before the very eyes of the Government it is to see that the 
landlords cannot do so. Far from doing that, I hope I echo the voice of 
the House when I propose that in connection with the affected areas the rents 
to be realised from the raiyats as well aS the revenue to be collected from 
the private zamindars and talukdars should be suspended and excused for 
one year in consideration of the gravity of the situation. The decrees and 
pending money suits are to be stayed, instalments of Debt Settlement Boards 
are to be shifted to one year later and certificate cases are to be cancelled. 
Secondly, the most oppressive system of realising rents for the diluviated 
lands must be stopped once for all. Sir, it is a most pathetic scene to see that 
in spite of some definite statutory provision in law rents are still being 
realised not only by private landlords but by Government also from the 
dumb millions for the periods long before which the lands were diluviated. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mirza, your time is up. However, I would allow 
you one minute more to finish. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Sir, Bengal is intersected by rivers like 
the Jumna, the Radma, the Meghna, the Tista, and so on. 

Sir, looking at the Jumna we find that the districts of Dacca, Mvmen- 
singh, Faridpitr, Bakarganj, Raima, Bogra and Rangpur by the side of 
which the Jumna, its branches and sub-branches pass through, have not 
been less affected. I am definite that every year many cases are filed for 
the arrears of rents for holdings totally or partially diluviated. My definite 
suggestion therefore is that in every riverain subdivision a surveyor or 
kan vnyo be kept if there is none to report annually to the Collector after 
proper enquiry or survey of every muuja diluviated partly or wholly. 

Now, Sir, coming to the next point, a legislation has been urgent to make 
to prevent agricultural lands from passiug out of the hands of the agri- 
culturists into those of the non-agriculturists. If such a healthy and 
salutary measure be not adopted by the ruling power of the province in right 
earnest in the near future, I can foretell that this may lead to a chaotic 
revolution in future. The sale deeds in the Registration Offices, the auction 
sales in the Civil Courts and Certificate Offices have been increased by an 
overwhelming number per annum and the lands are passing out of the hands 
of the agriculturists converting them into the status of landless labourers 
by millions every month. Such a measure has been long overdue in Bengal 
as it was done long ago by the Punjab Government. But, unfortunately. 
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I am under the painful necessity to say that the Government of Bengal has 
totally failed so long to adopt any such healthy measure. 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 30,27,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on summary procedure 
against under -raiyats under section 480 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The 
number and importance of tenants holding under-ta iyats directly or 
indirectly can by no means be minimised. They have been described as 
under-ra iya is in the Tenancy Act : they are more properly known as korfa 
tenant-s. The under -raiyatt settlement has been a feature of the province 
from time immemorial and the rights of these wndev-Aii yat s were certainly 
considered as good and strong as that of the raiyaU even in earlier part of 
the 19th century. As a matter of fact, the legal distinction made in the 
Tenancy Act was not so much understood or recognised by the people. 

The amending Bengal Tenancy Act of 1928 provided that under -raryats 
without right of occupancy including those in possession for a continuous 
period of 12 years or having a homestead in the land, and those who have 
been admitted in a document by their landlord to have permanent and 
heritable rights are liable to ejectment summarily under section 480 which 
includes failure to pay arrears ot rent and for not agreeing to pay enhanced 
rent under section 48D. The effect has been disastrous for this class of poor 
and miserable tenants who as a class are the actual cultivators of the soil. 

Sir, on the recommendation of the Settlement authorities most of the 
under- raiyats of your district — I mean Jessore — were granted occupancy 
rights, but, Sir, the case was otherwise in the district of Mymensingh. Tn 
Pargana Patiladaha in Mymensingh the wnder-raiyals or korfa tenants 
without right of occupancy will be about (>0 per cent, of the total number 
of actual cultivators. These under -nnyais hold their lands under, big 
jotedars of which my friend Maulvi Abdul Jabbar Taiwan of the Progressive 
Coalition Party i-s one. I expected that he would bear me out in today’s 
discussion before the House, but I am sorry to find that he is conveniently 
absent today. It is an irony of fate that after his somersault from the 
Muslim League to the Krishak Froja Party he appears to have forgotten all 
about the miseries of the enormous number of korfa tenants of his 
constituency. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled to fling any aspersion against a particular 
member of this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think any reflection lias been made in that 
way. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Now, Sir, these wnder-raiyats pay exorbitant 
rate of rent to their immediate landlords, the big raiyats , most of whom were 
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middle class tenure-holders before the settlement operations and are now 
popularly known as jotedars. Some of these jotedans with raiyats* interest 
have holdings of about 1,000 highas of land sublet to undeT-raiyats 
immediately under them. They have been in possession of their lands for 
generations and their rents had to be realised by regular civil suits and 
their property had to be put to sale in execution of those decrees. After the 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1928, their immediate landlords 
can hie ejectment suits for arrears of rents under section 48C(a) on payment 
of court fees on one year’s rent only and they are ejected from their holdings 
summarily if they fail to pay the rent so decreed, say within 15 days or one 
month of the date of decree as may be determined by the Court. Sir, they 
are also liable to be ejected if they do not agree to pay the enhanced rent 

determined by Court under section 481). According to this section one’s 

rent may be enhanced up to one-third of the value of the average estimated 
produce for the decennial period preceding the institution of the suit. From 
my own experiences as a legal practitioner, 1 know of cases where rent was 
enhanced from 11s. 4 to 11s. 1G per high a under this section. Sir, these 
unfortunate tillers of the soil can hardly manage to procure two square meals 
a day even by extra labour over and above paying their heavy rate of rent. 
With the abnormal increase in the prices of foodstuffs in these days their 
miseries have gone beyond limit. In the circumstances the summary 
procedure of realising rent on point of ejectment bullet as provided in the 
Act has given them a death, blow. As a result they are gradually turning 

homeless and landless hired labourers. If the Government desire to save 

them from catastrophe they must come forward with some amending Tenancy 
legislation immediately so that the tenants may not have to part with their 
hearth and home which they hold so dear and which they have been enjoying 
for generations. 

Sir, I will not accuse the Ministry alone for their apathy and indifference 
towards this class of tenants in Bengal. I would make the whole party 
supporting the Ministry equally responsible. It is not the Ministers’ Govern- 
ment alone., it is the Government of the party behind the Ministers. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I want two minutes m-ore. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot give you two minutes. Just try to finish in 
a minute. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: &o fur as the Ministry is concerned, they have 
neither the mind nor the time to do anything for the poor. Their only 
concern is how to keep themselves in office. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
has to be busy in examining and redrafting the languages of his utterances 
in the House to suit the taste of the Congress benches at any cost. No price 
is too much for his office. He knows he still holds his job on account of the 
-shelter provided for him by the baffle walls of the Congress benches sitting 
*>n his right and left, and, if I am permitted to use the language of the 
Secretary of the Progressive Party, “the protected wings” of the vested 
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interests of Hindu Nationalists sitting in his front. Let him thrive and 
prosper under their generous guidance and benevolent protection. I do not 
grudge. But I want to say a few words to my friends opposite who support 
the Ministry. They must remember that the day of reckoning is coming and 
they will have to share responsibilities for the acts and omissions of their 
Ministers. 

(At this stage .the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 30,27,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about non-observance 
of the Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, in the 
Department of Court of Wards in the matter of the appointments for the 
management of the estates. 

Sir, by this motion I desire not so much to censure the Government as to 
draw the attention of the House and that of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department to tin* fact that all the sections of the people have not 
been receiving justice in the matter of appointments in the Department. 
Sir, so far as these appointments are concerned some sections have been 
totally neglected, some have received very little consideration while others 
have got them in overwhelming number. The Court of Wards Department 
of the Government nowadays is a very big concern. Almost all the big- 
estates of the province, specially those of North Bengal, have been thrown 
under the management of the Court. Every district in the province has got 
some establishment, big or small, for the management of the Wards’ Estates 
and there a big number of people have been serving and earning their 
livelihood. Sir, the Scheduled Castes have got little or no place there. 
Sir, I can say without any fear of contradiction that no Scheduled Caste 
has ever been there as an executive in the department. Not to -peak of any 
executive officer, Sir, I doubt whether any Scheduled Caste was taken as a 
petty tahsildar drawing Rs. 30 or so a month. 

During last session a question with regard to the appointment of the 
Wards’ Estate in the district of Rajshahi came before the House and m 
reply to which it was disclosed that not a single Scheduled Caste was 
appointed there, while few Muslims were. It is not the case only with 
Rajshahi district, but the Scheduled Castes have been dealt with in the same 
manner in every district. Sir, for the conducting of the legal business of 
the Wards' Estates many pleaders have been appointed in the districts and 
subdivisions. But I ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge whether he can 
give any instance of the appointment of any Scheduled Caste pleaders for 
the purpose^. I am sure the Hon’ble Minister is unable. No such appoint- 
ment has yet been in existence. 

Sir, such is the position of the Scheduled Castes with regard to the 
services under the Wards’ Estate Department and that was brought to the 
notice of the authority. The matter came before the House more than once. 
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The Hon’ble Minister in charge showed his promptness in assuring us that 
the matter would be favourably considered. But no attempt is found to 
have been made for their translation into action. 

Today also I may be given assurances of the former type. The Hon’ble 
Minister may make sympathetic statement. But, Sir, it is not a question 
of •sympathetic treatment. I claim these things as a matter of right. We 
want justice and fair play, but not any sympathy or kindness. 

Sir, justice cannot be expected from the appointing authority unless there 
be binding rules upon them. Unless the Communal Ratio Rules are extended 
to those appointments the poor sections of the people cannot expect justice. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur UDAY CHAND IffAHTAB, of Burdwan: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take this opportunity to say a few words with regard to 
the Land Revenue Commission Report which is vital to rural Bengal, in fact 
to every person who lias any concern with land. The number of cut motions 
itself shows how eager many honourable members of both the Houses of 
Legislature are to give effect to the recommendations of the Floud Report 
without considering the suitability of the time or circumstances in which we 
are living today. Sir, we are also aware of the fate of a resolution on the 
subject recently moved in t lie I pper House and we also know the assurances 
given on that occasion by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister. 

Sir, I should have thought that at a time like this when we have the 
enemy almost on the threshold of our province, when we are faced with the 
problem of acute shortage of foodstuffs, when in every way our very 
existence is becoming more difficult day by day due to the imposition of 
fresh taxation to meet t lie demands for the successful prosecution of the war, 
matters like the acceptance of the recommendations of the Floud Commission 
Report, I am sure, could have waited for better times. I do not know what 
the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will say at the conclusion of all the 
speeches that would be made on the floor of the House this evening, but I am 
afraid that it would be extremely difficult for the Revenue Department to 
immediately take up a matter of such magnitude and to cope with the drastic 
changes that would be necessan in case the acceptance of the majority report 
were acceptable to Government. Apart from the huge financial aspect of 
the whole thing it would take, I am sure, several years for the Government 
to take up the matter of looking into the assets and liabilities of each 
individual landlord before they could recommend what compensation should 
be given to him. Moreover I think, Sir, this is the time when it should be 
our duty as legislators not only to legislate for the successful termination of 
the war, but to see that our less fortunate brethren do not die of starvation 
due to the exliorbitant and abnormal rise in the prices of commodities. I 
am not for a moment suggesting that we should preserve the Floud Commis- 
sion Report as a relic in the Museum, nor would I say that the majority of 
landlords are afraid to face the consequences, if any, by the consideration 
of this report. I would only like to say that this is a matter which could 
safely wait for better times. 

Unfortunately, the friendly feelings which existed between the landlords 
and the tenants has recently been less cordial due to various reasons in many 



1943.] DEMAND FOR GRANT. 247 

places, not only due to lack of consideration on the part of some landlords, 
but very much more due to adverse propaganda in the matter. 

Sir, if the tenants’ economic problem has not been solved but on the 
contrary has grown more acute today, in spite of the expropriatory legis- 
lations against the landlords from 1885 onwards, how can you expect to solve 
the problem of rural Bengal by giving effect to the recommendations of the 
majority of the Floud Commission? Over and above the majority members 
themselves in their report, and subsequently Mr. Gurner in his note, have 
clearly shown the huge financial stake and the number of years required for 
such a measure. The Hon’ble Chief Minister of the province whose bona 
tides as a sincere worker for the tenants’ cause is undisputablc ami the 
successive Ministers in charge of Revenue have also explained in both Houses 
of the Legislature, admitting the contention of t lie majority members of the 
Floud Commission and of Mr. Gurner’s note on t lie difficulties of State 
purchase. Sir, is this the proper time to give eff'ecl to those recommendations 
of the Floud Commission? Should it he done so hastily? You all know 
that it took about 15 years before 1793 to settle whether the Permanent 
Settlement should be granted or not; still the Act of 1793 lias been imputed 
by all the tenants’ representatives as a hasty legislation. Assuming even for 
the sake of argument that the Act of 1793 was a hasty legislation and its 
effects ruinous to the country, would it not be a more hasty legislation if 
you want to do away with the Permanent Settlement at a stroke of the pen 
and specially in this most critical period of war and the problem of most 
acute food shortage ahead? I appeal to you and through you to the members 
of the House to give your considered opinion in the matter and to try and 
give effect to the recommendations at a more propitious time. 

If by the abolition of the Permanent Settlement we can save the people 
of our province from the threatening catastrophe of food shortage and 
impending acute distress, I can assure you the landlords would not lag 
behind anybody to come forward and sacrifice everything within their power 
to save rural Bengal and specially the lower middle classes, the tenants and 
labourers. Can this problem be solved by the abolition of the Permanent 
Settlement? When the per capita cultivated land available for the rural 
populace according to the Floud Commission as per census figure of 1931 is 
only -87 acre and the subsequent pressure of increased population is further 
decreasing the per capita acreage, how will the abolition of the Permanent 
Settlement increase the per capita acreage? 

Then again, Sir, the shrinkage of areas under cultivation, specially in 
Western Bengal, decreased due to the bad embankment policy of the Govern- 
ment and the want of irrigation facilities has already done us enough harm. 
I do not know whether the abolition of the Permanent Settlement will solve 
this problem as well. The want of proper irrigation facilities, the demand 
for the clearance of silted rivers and water courses for which there has been 
a consistent cry in this House from the representatives of all parts of Bengal 
for many years is a matter of great shame, and I think when Mr. Suhrawardy 
— I do not see him in the House — was in charge of the revenues of this 
province, he said that it was not possible to tackle this problem due to the 
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financial difficulties the Government was then in. Will the abolition of the 
Permanent Settlement just at this moment help the country on this score in 
any way? 

Sir, the time at my disposal isC short, and I need not dilate on all the 
aspects which the Commission think to be the reasons for the miserable 
economic condition of the rural population, though a careful reading of the 
whole report would clearly show that the Permanent Settlement or the land- 
lords could not be blamed for this condition. Therefore, Sir, I would like 
to say that any hasty conclusions would not help in the matter. For instance, 
I cite the statement in the Press of our Chief Minister, who has devoted his 
whole life to the cause of the rural populace,, during the last prorogation 
of the Chamber. I believe this statement was made by him due to pressure 
from outside, and we find that he has suggested 1 / 6th of the gross produce 
as rent for the tenants which means an increment of the tenants’ rent by a 
hundred per cent, according to the report. I know. Sir, Mr. Fazlul Huq 
never meant what he stated, but this was due to hasty action and public 
pressure. I appeal to you, therefore, for the interests of those very tenants 
and peasants not to be too hasty on 'such a vital matter. We doubt not 
your sincerity of purpose for the cause you have taken for the tenants and 
peasants. We appeal to you only not to be overanxious in the matter which 
may spoil the future of the tenants. 

Sir, would it not be a greater service to our people at the present time to 
try to solve the food problem than t lie abolition of the Permanent Settlement 
or calling a conference or committee as suggested by the Hon'ble Revenue 
Minister for giving effect to the Floud Report? If in the near future when 
we are relieved of our present strain, may I suggest for your kind considera- 
tion whether it would not be judicious to set up a tribunal instead of a 
committee or a conference? But let us make it unequivocally clear before 
the House that if you insist on a conference, we would not oppose it; but 
w T hat we would insist on is that the conference should be composed of an 
unbiassed impartial body without any consideration of caste, creed or any 
party politics. Neither shall we oppose the abolition of the Permanent 
Settlement provided that it is not taken up till the termination of the war 
and the principle of compensation be uniform and the same in all cases 
whether for the landlords or the tenants by an impartial tribunal composed 
of the highest integrity and efficiency 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed to 
continue for two minutes more.i 

Sir, I have taken much of the time of the House. I do not want to 
appear obstructive in any way. What I want to point out to you and 
through you to the Chief Minister and the Revenue Minister is this, that 
we do not think this a proper time to make hasty changes in a system which 
has taken years to grow’ up. Every right-thinking landlord likes to see his 
tenants prosper, and if at the present moment Government were to introduce 
any measure for the betterment of the tenants in all parts of Bengal where 
they are suffering due to heavy rents or anything similar, I am sure we 
would not object to that. With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 
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Mr. J. A. POWELL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I do not propose to take up the 
time of the House by analysing the Report of the Land Revenue Commission, 
which, as all know, makes sweeping ' recommendations involving State 
acquisition of all rent-receiving interests in land from the zemindar down 
to the occupancy raiyat, with the object of bringing Government and the 
cultivator of the soil into direct contact in the relationship of landlord and 
tenant. 

It is known to all, the opinion is sharply divided as to whether this 
colossal undertaking will achieve its main object of improving the lot of the 
tiller of the soil. It also is a self-evident fact that if full compensation is 
paid to the rent-receiving interests there cannot be any profit to the 
exchequer; and if acquisition is carried out ultimately to the very bottom 
of the scale it seems inevitable that for many years the annual loss would 
run into crores of rupees. Huge loans will have to be raised to foot the 
compensation bill and pay for the cost of the scheme. A comprehensive 
revision of the reeord-of-rights is an essential preliminary. The signatories 
of the Majority Report themselves admit that they recognise that the 
proposal involved a fundamental change in the rural economy of Bengal, 
affecting vitally the whole social and economic structure of the province, 
that it can only be carried out gradually over a term of years, and that it 
would be a most formidable undertaking which will tax to the full all the 
resource* of Government. 

If we turn now to the consideration of the position of Government today, 
the absurd’ty of expecting any action to he taken to put into effect these 
recommendations is surely obvious. We are in the midst of a national 
emergency with the *atety of the province threatened, when the food crisis 
demands all the attention of Government; expenditure on the nation- 
building departments and social services has been curtailed to a minimum, 
and the balancing of the budget is completely out of the question. 

There is no need to enlarge any further upon the utter impracticability 
of the scheme, at any rate as far as the present is concerned, but I should 
like to make a few brief remarks about the future, when these questions will 
inevitably have to be considered. I think steps will have to be taken to 
clear up some of the complexities of the land revenue system. What those 
steps are to be must be a matter of long and earnest consideration in the 
more tranquil atmosphere of peace time conditions. But those steps ought 
not to involve a social upheaval such as procedure on the lines of the report 
must entail. 

It is true that the lot of the cultivator is often hard. Rents vary con- 
siderably. Many cultivators have lost their lands which pass into the hands 
of non-agriculturists. The landless labourers have increased in numbers, 
and these have few statutory rights to protect them. Incidentally one of the 
chief criticisms of the Floud Commission’s recommendations is that the 
supposed benefit-s of State acquisition are not to be extended to these 
cultivators. 

I cannot help feeling that the biggest problem of all — which should come 
first and take precedence over all schemes of acquiring the rights of 
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zemindars and others who have cash-paying tenants below them — is to do 
something substantial for bargadars and other landless labourers. If the 
value of the produce with which they have to part is assessed in cash, it will 
be found to be many times greater per acre than that paid by occupancy 
rai.yats. So these are the people who are really suffering. 

I therefore suggest that the Government should give their attention to 
the question of conferring rights on bargadars , so that their position is 
protected like that of the occupancy raiyats, that the share of the produce is, 
if not commuted in cash, reduced to a reasonable proportion. 

In return for this and other sacrifices which the rent-receiving classes 
may be called upon to make, steps should be taken to simplify -the system of 
recovery of rent through the Courts, which at present gives rise to absurdly 
high litigation costs and delay in realisation with inevitable accumulation 
of arrears. 

Legislation to remedy these evils can be introduced, and I am convinced 
that many of the existing hardships 

(At tli is stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed to 
continue for half a minute more.) 

and inequalities may be rectified by statesmanlike attention to each of 

these and to the many other problems affecting the welfare of the rural 
population of Bengal. 

I therefore feel that the existing framework of the land tenure system 
should remain as it is. Within that framework many adjustments can be 
made and many difficulties removed by suitable legislation on the lines of the 
Tenancy Acts. 

Mr. JOGENDRANATH MANDAL : Mr. Speaker TO^T TOR ^ CWfa 
5T© sttBRfa *ltTO CoN *fTOT$ 

tgvftTR { fegTO Vfo ^ Rent Enquiry 

Committee 4^# Committee I vfl^Mh' rfa 

TO TO TOS I TO - TOR | 

3ff7r^|7i c?rf%f%S ^r5T*Hr 1% fasra TOw vats <r£ fVg 

fro cro tot w ^ < 7 it 

trroTOc 6 ^ f% o f c? vSro TO ^ to 

^JtTO I WsFf CWZH vfTOl in kind f?Ct5 I TO 

TORI tpft*T TO I 4 $ <7T Rtfa-R<l TOT- 
^5tCt system -5ft O? ^fbl ?fsrtn 80 TOl ^PHh 

%r Tpm % i 4$ 80 TOR faTO tot c* tot rost *i ^<i 

system TO ^Tl TORI Collector^ VF%I TOfTO OT 

tori ^tf^F *rtTOR *ttfi$ ; to; F5TO/ 3 ? c* ftfto TOt 

tstoto TOTO vftfijtg 1 fro TO TO 

*f;tTOR ’TO <5 80 TOl omit *31 W I S TOl tprf%^5 

?n vitro tirotTOs^ ^ i ^ to to <r so toi 



1943.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


251 


Statute BooM %r 4$ TON 1[?1 TO 

C^T ? 4<T* *ft7RT3 T?rr commute <3R ? $$13 TOR^ft TO 6 ! 

i to 3 *- cvc* TOfiff cst^rm *fin *fTORt3lRF N|srf^?n 3tt*R i 

jtatf stfSrefiNi to 5 * w H r oi *t<n tfsiOT ^?T3 <rfl?n tor “<$tTO3 
cro v 2rf5 *ti , cstsrai 80 tobt vnrt *i$$ r r tr^-^ ^nto* ^rtft 
tilt fiwar ftc^Rn f%c*t*4 vTO ^rfirc^fl ftift Nrr ftft ^R TO 

^ siTO vfsn<i* i \5tvR ft 5 *^ ftcTO *t$si $*ff%ts vt?n <ro a “TOt- 

^5tft tpti ^ftRi f®R ” i TOlfcsra cN 3 * *N£T **TO TO3 

ft 5 *!? i 5 *rto$ ^stroi 3<i ‘s mi-^stft tpfi \gftnn ftra 

tfllftl TOf$TOl TORI CSRtre'3 4$3N TO*1 I Rft ¥ft<r^, TOF1, *J*R1 
43° (TOft\°V CSRfr TOt'3 4$3i*f sift I <3t$ Rtft TOTO ^ft <R 3#R tfSlTf 
*rf$c=Bf 80 TOi *N: tR# 7 ? TOR i?Rl3 toi itsRi (TtsTO toti 

3Ri i 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 wanted to say a few words on 
motion No. JT of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, but the speeches of my honourable 
friend the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan and the European member 
who have spoken, compel me to offer a few remarks on the motion about the 
recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission. 

Sir, it is gratifying: to find that the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur does not 
offer any intrinsic objection to the acceptance of Ihe recommendations of the 
Land Revenue Commission. He only claims that landlords should get a 
fair compensation, but he says that the time is very inopportune for giving* 
effect to a g*ig*antic proposal like this. 

Sir, I would submit that no one in this House ever suggested that 
legislation on the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission could 
be passed during this session of the Legislature and that the law could he 
given effect to from April next. It is not that, Sir, but certainly Govern- 
ment could have come up with tentative proposals. The Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur himself has admitted that several years will be taken to look into 
the assets and liabilities of each zemindar. If that is so and if he recom- 
mends that work should begin after the war, then I do not know whether 
it will take half a century or more to give effect to the recommendations of 
the Land Revenue Commission. Why should we not begin our work just 
now? Let us have the tentative proposals of the Government. The 
proposals will be before the whole country. The proposals will be criticized 
and then after criticisms are received, Government will be able to come to a 
final decision. No one says that legislation can be passed today, nor do we 
subscribe to the proposal that everything should be postponed till after the 
war. We dt) not know’ how long the war is going to continue. The war 
may continue for five or seven years more. If that is so, my honourable 
friend’s proposal means that all constructive steps should be held in 
abeyance till after the w’ar. We do not subscribe to a proposal like that. 
On the other hand, I would submit that in the interests of the zemindars 
themselves, the earlier the recommendations are given effect to, the better 
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for them because zemindars ought to see that the whole world is moving 
towards some kind of socialism and some sort of socialistic State is bound 
to be established in India also hi the fulness of time. Under the new 
conditions which are hound to come, the zemindars can never expect to get 
any compensation for acquisition of their interests. But under the present 
circumstances opinion is almost unanimous that some compensation should 
be given to them. Therefore, it is more in the interests of the zemindars 
that legislation should be gone into as early as possible. I hope, Sir, that 
Government will come forward with their tentative proposals — not proposals 
like those of the Chief Minister who in formulating his proposals said these 
were not the proposals of Government as a whole but only his own individual 
surmise, because he gave two contradictory proposals which have not met 
with the support of the country or any section of the people. 

Then, Sir, as regards the motion of my honourable friend Mr. Mirza 
Abdul Hafiz, I would say that that is a very important problem. Every 
section of the House will admit that lands are fast passing out of the 
hands of agriculturists to those of non-agriculturists. During the present 
crisis that we are passing through more lands will pass from the hands of 
the agriculturists to those of the non-agriculturists because the former will 
have to sell their lands as they cannot get any loans in the mufassal under 
the present conditions. To buy their foodstuffs they will have to sell their 
lands faster than they have hitherto been doing. Therefore, this problem 
has assumed very great importance. I want to know what Government 
have been doing with respect to this. We expected that this Government 
during these 18 months would consider the question seriously and come 
forward with some Bill, but we find that Government have done absolutely 
nothing. If they have done anything, they have not disclosed it. Sir, I 
think that this i-s an important problem; this is not a problem concerning 
only a few cultivators, but it is a problem concerning the whole of Bengal. 
If lands pass out of the hands of agriculturists and go to the hands of people 
who do not cultivate lands themselves — they have their lands cultivated by 
adhiars , bargadat*s or labourers — there cannot be satisfactory cultivation. 
We cannot get full return out of lands if they are owned by these classes of 
people in place of the genuine cultivators. Therefore, it is a national loss. 
If lands pass out of the hands of agriculturists to those of the non-agricul- 
turists, it would in itself be a national loss and the sooner an end is put to 
this sort of thing, the better it will be for Bengal, and I hope Government 
will take prompt action in the matter. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Sir, I hope you will allow me to speak for one 
minute only. The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan and the honourable 
member from the European Group have said that it is not feasible to bring 
in a legislation on the lines of the recommendations of the Floud Commission 
at least during the war because the financial aspect of the scheme is beyond 
the reach of Government. But, Sir, I would say that the Floud Commission 
recommended one thing very definitely, namely, agricultural income-tax. 
They recommended that that could be done instantly — even during the war. 
Sir, I ask Government why they have not brought forward such a legislation. 



2943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


253 


The previous Government prepared a Bill, the Bill was gazetted, and a Select 
Committee was going to be appointed on the Bill. But this Government is 
sitting idle. 

Sir, as regards compensation, the Advocate-General has given his ojrinion 
that the Legislature is not bound to give full compensation. Whatever 
compensation the Legislature thinks fit, it can award. So, I think there is 
no difficulty on that score also. 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
tptfa *rtf^TTO i srrrftpr ^fsrroi 4^ sFfrotff *r r 4i Schott 

w^n 4^ ^<7TRi wN' 4^ ^Fft*R Pito* i 

tPp*! 7 ? srfrotft *|Ri Scsottt ''irr i fw totR 

sifspTvsl <7t Waiters’ Buildings 4 I 

?nR, <7& f%C*ffrfa TOT WTOW TORRn 4^ 3C^ftt*fR 3R aftjfl' note of 
dissent fTO%*R 4^° £|RR ^ tp^W TOfk*R 4^ (7t 

sf^'iTTcfeW «JW fTOT%*R (71 ST* ©C* CTO CTO '3 (TTRJTfipsN 

i *T*rro (R cTO s (TTRitf^rc ^rftTO cn srfa'ftft 

*T«tl vft^H W 6 t ^TfTO I 5ffir 5 rtT7R fWTtTO v 3 fTOtTO ^TR*! fl[5-5t?l 7(71, 

tri to ^r cni *m ^ (Tit Rt^pr fro; tot to i wftflfft $pfl 

*f<R OT*f (71 TO 7 ! 4<F1^I vstTTR TOT ^3tTO (7FR WITT f^TO 5 frfw 

$ 5 \ ^to i ^<it“ 4C t r*rw '3 cTOrtf^RR c«tw wi wro sto 

wfartfr *pir ftcR tnnf^T i 

m 4^ fw? RTfir WTO TOTTO ^5Ttm frcw fw fro wn 
*I*5R*r ; toto Pr ^fwt^ttnr rc*r i TOTO Pfcsnr ?’z*\ 

'*rc-T< r feRn • WBi wto 1 (7T srfrRft *[TO Sc^ttr *R *TOR f*fc?ra 

^ (7tto totR wtTO to 1 TO TO c t w* w* cnfl? <7Ftfl> 

fepFl CTO (7& feRH fror TO wfTOtft pRTO *TR?R ^ 4^ invest ^STOWRI 
RRT (7FR *K ^ '<JtCW tIS 7(TT 4^* ^5 ^ WPFR^fRR 

Ti? ^(R, WPT1 ^RTT '<3 ftOT ^ 4^* C^fT*t<r C^flRR 'SRpTC^ W^TJR 

5 T 3 Tt<CR I ^tcst ^n^TR ^N^Rtf^tsrr ’<3 f*fCSR Suffer WR7 Rf^i ’T^T 

spror wcs 1 

^R^t<T RtW ^HRFtfS W^Rtft tT^ ^RT I Rfft W175 

(R 4^fw 4$ wforRw c*rc*R ^f%* T’f®, 7 f , 2iR ^r’ys ; fr? Rtw wft*ftcw 
Rtc=T ^tr^ nogi ^ttf%nr Rn ; Rtw ^ft'fRcw Rw *n c^t^r w Rt^fn (R3^i Rn 1 
RR< CSft^F %5R ; ?PR T4 «RJ StVR^, 

tpsfe fw 4^R ^Ri fwRftpr, 4^’ c=tT6tt ^ttft fkztft I 

^Rtwr \5R Rlrw C^tR^tOTT S^R 4^® ^sRl tr^trw Wft“4^ TO C*?c5<pC& ’Tf 
^r R TTTT ^ ^WT 4^® ^7 fi^RR ^R “dlikt^ I 4^ W ^Rl 6 ! ^t'^lc’n-IW 

wi ^’fro ^’rt ^Prvftft tf^lR 6ctR?r tfniRRR 1 ^RR ^ ^r ^t*^R 
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4 f<*R4J *r*$ S^I^T oQ *rf? TS ftro'f 
<& fa* til? <4T5ffa Writers’ Buildings 4 *n, S*tTtf*H5 

^[U3«T I 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of Muktagacha 
(Mymensingh) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I personally do not see any objection to 
giving effect to the recommendations of the Floud Commission as a whole 
but I, as a representative of' the land-holding community, must object to the 
piecemeal method by which the recommendations are being dealt with. It 
is dangerous to take up any proposition in part. For example, if the 
proposition is that “a man should be hanged if found guilty,” if we would 
only take up the first part of the proposition and hang all men leaving out 
the second part, viz., “if found guilty,” it might be too late to try to give 
effect to the second part. 

It would be better to pause a while before taking an irrevocable step. 
Should the representatives of the people think that such a step as contem- 
plated by the Floud Commission would usher in the millenium, let them 
have it by all means but might I take the privilege to point out, Sir, that 
if the Government acquires only the rights of a certain class of landholders 
and does not acquire the rights of others above the rank of actual tillers 
of the soil such as under -raij/ats and h<iry<i<1(irs, etc., it would onh mean to 
give a class a bad name and hang it. That would be only to find a temporary 
remedy for the chronic illness of this province. Might I also mention that 
it would be the duty of Government to assess the properties in an equitable 
way in purchasing by the State. The reasons are so evident that it is 
hardly worth mentioning. But still to make my point clear, I would 
suggest that the Government should take into account the present as well 
as the past value of the properties to be acquired. This is essential, as 
many disabilities are creeping in daily on account of the fast changing 
circumstances. So an account of the time required to give effect to the 
policy should also be taken into consideration. 

Sir, I am forced to say that the remedy does not lie merely in following 
the recommendations of the Fload Commission, but in industrialisation of 
the country, thereby drawing away the superfluous population of the 
country; besides if we could increase the produce of the country and give 
facilities for better economic marketing, we could justly say that we have 
been able to solve the problem to a great extent, otherwise, as I have said, 
it would be only a makeshift arrangement helping nobody. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, we are extremely grateful 
for the two speeches delivered on behalf of the landlords, and specially for 
the speech of the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan to whom we are all 
extremely grateful, in view of the fact that he has made a real contribution 
to the debates that have taken place this afternoon. The speeh delivered 
by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has been couched in a language of digni- 
fied restraint and at the same time resourcefulness from the landlord’s point 
of view. But I wish to point out that in one or two matters the Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur seems to have overlooked certain patent facts. He begins 
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by saying that an extensive enquiry should be undertaken before any drastio 
step is taken. Now, Sir, it is well known that only about two decades after 
the promulgation of the regulations of the Permanent Settlement it was 
found that there was an outcry on behalf of tenants in consequence of the 
rigorous measures that were taken by landlords for realisation of rents. 
There were riots all over Bengal at one time, and a Commission was 
instituted by Government, the result of which was the Rent Act of 1859. 
That was considered insufficient and there was again a Rent Commission 
which led to the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. Even then the 
situation was not considered satisfactory and in 1923 a committee was 
appointed to investigate the whole question of relation between the landlord 
and the tenant in Bengal. The Bengal Tenancy Act was amended which 
gave the tenants some relief, but still theie is dissatisfaction throughout 
the country. It cannot, therefore, he said that extensive enquiries have 
not been made. The vast mass of literature that has now grown up round 
this question of abolition or the modification of the Permanent Settlement 
has been the result of laborious researches into the question from every 
point of view. Sir, it is evident that after so much has been done Govern- 
ment should not remain inactive and not be doing anything. As a matter 
of fact the cut motions of which notice has been given show the feeling 
of the House that nothing very definite has been done by Government 
during all this time. It is therefore a matttr for consideration whether we 
should really be resting on our oars waiting for better times or waiting for 
the termination of the war before we can even make a beginning in this 
matter. 

I think, Sir, I am voicing the opinion of the vast majority of the members 
of this House when I say that the time is already come when we 
should really be doing something. Now, Sir, the question is how to begin, 
and on that point my esteemed friend the Revenue Minister will tell the 
House what the decision of the Government is at the present moment. The 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has said that the landlords would have no objection 
if proper compensation is given and the principle of compensation adopted 
be uniform. I submit, Sir, that the rate of compensation cannot be uniform 
solely by reason of the fact that the zemindaries differ in value not merely 
from one part of the province to another but even in various parts of the 
same district. There are certain zemindaries which can hardly be said to 
be available in the market at less than 25 years’ purchase; there are other 
zemindaries which a man would not care to purchase for even eight times 
its annual income. In these circumstances, Sir, each case has got to be 
decided on its merit, and as the Revenue Minister will tell the House, 
when we proceed to give compensation we will be guided by the judgment 
of a tribun&l which will be set up in order to decide what compensation 
should be paid to each landlord at the time when the estate is acquired by 
Government. 

There is one point on which I wish to make a brief comment. The 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has said that when I proposed 1/Gth of the gross 
annual ralua nf flip nrndnce of the tenant as the rent to be paid it would 
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be about cent, per cet. more than the rate which obtains at the present 
moment. The reason is after paying l/6th of the revenue he will be 
absolved from paying anything else. As a matter of fact, payment on the 
value of produce is more equitable than payment of rent on the basis of area, 
and therefore in my opinion — and that is only my personal opinion — the 
rent to be assessed ought to be on the value of produce, but these are 
matters of detail. Sir, at the present moment all I can say is that we have 
waite^l too long and it is time for us to take some action, and when my 
honourable friend the Revenue Minister will tell the House, the House 
will he able to realise that while we have not been hasty we have not also 
done anything \Vhich can be condemned on the ground of hesitation to tackle 
the problem bristling with difficulties. It is one of the most complicated 
problems perhaps in connection with the solution of revenue problems in 
any part of the world. A problem like this cannot be solved in a moment, 
nor can it be solved in a way which will give satisfaction to all concerned. 
The utmost that we can do is to adopt the path of equity and justice, and 
if that is done, I hope the House will agree with me that the proposal which 
is going to be put forward for consideration by the House by the Revenue 
Minister is the only solution of the difficulty under present circumstances. 
We cannot wait till the end of the war before we can take action. We have 
waited too long and the manner in which we are going to proceed will show 
that we have been extremely cautious. 

Sir, 1 do not wish to take up the time of the House because my friend 
the Revenue Minister will give the House a complete picture of the manner 
in which the Government has decided to meet the requinnents of the 
situation. 

Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: May I put one 

question to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister ? Will he please tell us for 
whose benefit he wants to take away the property of all — from the lowest 
to the highest — and does he want to say that he will take away the main- 
tenance of all the middle-class people? For whose benefit he will take 
the property away 1 want to know. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
I shall first of all deal with the cut motion of my honourable friend 
Dr. Nalinakslm Sanya! — failure to bring under cultivation culturable wastes 
under klms mahal as well as elsewhere. Sir, the total area of culturable 
waste land in Bengal is about 27,10,000 acres or 6 per cent, of the total 
area of the province. It is not quite accurate to say that the Government 
has not done anything with reference to colonisation schemes. There have 
been four such schemes — one in the 24-Parganas Sunderbans, one in 
Bakarganj Sunderbans, one in Chittagong and one in Rangpur. I agree 
entirely with my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in view 
of the present abnormal situation prevalent in the country it is absolutely 
essential that the attention of the Government should be directed towards 
this important ' question. It is a question which is linked up with the 
question of “Grow More Food” campaign. 
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Then, Sir, I come to the cut motion of my honourable friend 
Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui — necessity of reducing* rent by 50 per tent, of the 
lands lying uncultivated in the inundated areas of different subdivisions of 
the district of Midnapore. I do not know whether my honourable friend 
was visualising the peculiar position of the Ghatal subdivision in the 
Midnapore district. In any event the rates ot rent in Midnapore are 
roughly about Rs. 3-15 per acre as against Rs. 5-13 in the 24-Rarganas and 
Rs. 7-7 in Hooghly. 1 took the trouble of going through the statistics 
for the last 100 years, and I have discovered that Midnapore has suffered 
from visitations of nature almost every eight a ears. Such visitations have 
usually taken the form ot flood. Flood is also beneficial for the purpose of 
depositing silt in certain areas, but along with it comes sand and sand- 
covered areas do suffer. The remedy which is open to the tenantry in that 
area is one which is contained in section 38 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

TV it h regard to the general question ot the reduction of rent, Mr. Speaker, 
you may have recollection that a Rent Reduction Enquiry Committee was 
appointed so far back as 1938. After five long years I am expecting its 
report by May. As soon as the report comes into my hands, this is a 
matter which will certainly attract my attention. 

The next motion stands in the name of my friend Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz 
for the purpose of drawing the attention of the legislature to prevent 
agricultural lands from pas.siug into the hands of the non-agriculturists. 
Sir, this is, 1 agree, a ver\ serious question, but it is a question which has 
been accelerated due to a variety of circumstances over which I personally 
as the Revenue Minister of the province have no control. The extension 
of non-occupancy rights is sometimes attributed to be one cause; the 
passing of the Mone\ -lenders Act in a particular form is supposed to be 
another cause. If these are the causes which exist and for the operation of 
which agricultural lands passed out of the hands of the bona fide agricul- 
turists to non-agriculturists, that is a mattei which has been engaging my 
attention. 

Sir, the question arose elsewhere whether or not the Land Alienation 
Act in the form of Land Alienation Acts in other provinces could with 
certain modifications and variations be introduced in this province in the 
circumstances of the case. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir, may I enquire if the Hon’ble 
Minister is aware that in Great Britain an enactment was passed even at 
the beginning of the war, I mean just a few months after the war was 
declared,' prohibiting the transfer of land into the hands of non-agriculturists, 
so that thQ war-profiteers and middle-classes may not go and invest money 
on land and throw out the agriculturists into the landless labouring class. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, my attention 
was drawn to that piece of legislation. I have tried my best always to 
obtain the necessary Acts, but acts of God and acts of man conspired 
against the fulfilment of my desire. 
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Sir, the next cut motion stands fn the name of my honourable friend 
Mr. Abdul Karim. He deals with a proposal for the amendment of section 
48C of the Bengal Tenancj' Act. This is a minor matter and is bound to 
engage my attention. 

My honourable friend Mr. Sarkar has dealt with the question of non- 
observance of the Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules 
in the Department of Court of Wards in t lie matter of appointments for 
the management of the estates. Sir, here the position in law is this: 
that the Communal Ratio Rules do not in terms of the law apply to the 
Court of Wards. As a rule certain zemindaries on certain grounds are 
assumed by the Court of Wards and when these zemindaries are 
assumed, naturally there are employees of the zemindaries and those 
employees are not dismissed but as a rule taken over, but with reference 
to new appointments I made it a rule that principles analogous to Communal 
Ratio Rules might he made applicable to the Court of Wards. Those 
principles still hold good, and my honourable friend is not right in saying 
that there is not a single Scheduled Caste man in the working of the 
Department of Court of Wards under the Board of Revenue. 

My honourable friend Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal dealt with the 
immediate necessity of abolishing the ad hi hanja and dhannakaran 
system. These are two expressions not familiar to anybody excepting my 
friend Mr. Mandal — one deals with the system wherebx certain produce is 
permitted to go to a person above the rank of a tenant and the other deals 
with the question of loan of the produce. Sir, these questions have 
engaged the attention of the Floud Commission. The Floud Commission 
has not been able to solve them and my honourable friend desires to solve 
both these problems this evening before this House. 

1 shall now deal with the most important cut motion moved by my 
honourable friend, Mr. Serajul Islam. My friend has made his motion 
very broad. He speaks about the recommendations of the Floud Commis- 
sion. As is well known, the recommendations of the Floud Commission 
are in the main divisible into two parts — one set of recommendations dealing 
with the rights of t lie estates nt-a-vis the landlords and the tenants, and 
the other set of the recommendations contained in the Floud Commission 
Report on pages 17(5-184 dealing with certain important and helpful sug- 
gestions for increasing the productivity of the soil. Sir, those recommen- 
dations contained on pages 176-184 may very well be taken into consideration 
by Government. In fact, many of them are engaging the attention of the 
appropriate departments. Most of these recommendations have very little 
relationship with the Revenue Minister of the province. 

Then, Sir, I come to the most important question which has been dis- 
cussed tonight. It is well known that the Land Revenue Commission 
submitted the report in March, 1940. Since then, apart from the detailed 
examination of the recommendations of the Commission by Mr. C. W. 
Gurner, Special Officer appointed lor the purpose, this Government have 
had the advantage of having the majority and minority views of the 
Commission on the main issues debated on the floor of both the Houses 
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of the Legislature. Whatever may be the merits or demerits of the" 
arguments used by the majority to justify the proposal, it has to be recog- 
nised that there is a widespread feeling of uneasiness in the country over 
the existing system of land tenure in the province. The cultivators in general 
who find themselves in a state of chronic economic distress, blame the exist- 
ing system for all their miseries. There is a volume of public (►pinion 
demanding abolition of t lie Peimanent Settlement for having allowed a whole 
hierarchy of rent receivers from the propriety's down to the non-cultivating 
rail/ at,< to intercept a large income and thereby deprive the State of its 
legitimate share of the produce from land. On the other hand, the landlords 
in a body find themselves greatly embarrassed by the trend of tenancy 
legislation of recent years which has curtailed their rights and privileges 
and made it increasingly difficult for them to collect their rents and pay 
their dues to the State. 

In these circumstances this debate tonight is a useful contribution to 
the history of the land revenue .system of the province. 

The Commission are agreed that provided a practicable scheme can be 
devised to acquire the interests of all classes of rent receivers on reasonable 
terms, the policy should be to aim at bringing the actual cultivators 
directly under Government. That, in the view of the Commission, is the 
main justification for their proposal hicli they recognise to be of iar- 
reaching consequences to the entire economic and social structure of the 
province. . Thex consider that the best course would be to carry through, 
in t lie first instance, the acquisition of all superior rights above the lowest 
grade of cash paying urnler-raii/nts ; at a subsequent stage the interests ot 
landlords who have given their lands in hart/a might be acquired alter 
tenancy lights have been conferred on the Imrgadars and their produce 
rents commuted to fair cash rent by fresh legislation 

Sir, I am now dealing with the question of acquisition at first of all 
superior interests above the cash paying under-rw/pif. As regards 
barga system they consider that it is a problem which is peculiar to itself 
and so far as I am aware it has served the interests of both the landlord and 
the bargadar . 

For the present, therefore, I am confining my attention to the first part 
of the scheme I mentioned just now. The Commission express the view 
that any compensation to he paid must he calculated at a tint rate for all 
interests, as different rates for different estates and tenancies, however 
justified theoretically, would lead to endless administrative difficulties and 
complications. The Commission observe that the rate of compensation 
which received more support than any other among their members was 
ten times the net profit; the remaining members proposed 12, 15, and 20 
times. Sir, I have to consider whether or not compensation for all classes 
of estates and categories of interest will be paid on the basis of a flat. rate. 
Undoubtedly it has the merit of administrative simplicity, but the factors 
which determine the capitalised value of an estate or interest are so various 
that it would not be fair not to take them into account in assessing com- 
pensation. 
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Sir, after giving the most anxious consideration to the matter, I have 
come to the conclusion that the rates ot compensation should vary between 
10 to 15 times the net profit according to tiie nature and circumstances of 
the estate or interests concerned. As for akf, Debottar and other Trust 
Estates I have considered the recommendation of the Commission that the 
rate of compensation should be 25 times the net profit so that the income 
which is now devoted to religious, charitable or educational purposes may 
be maintained. 

Government are fully aware that there is an apprehension in the minds 
of the landlords in general lest the machinery for assessment of com- 
pensation to be set up in connection with State purchase should be such as 
to jeopardise a just and reasonable assessment of their claims. To remove 
their anxiety and generally to ensure that the matter is dealt with impar- 
tially and every reasonable care Government propose that a tribunal of a 
judicial nature should be constituted to decide compensation for each 
interest and that its award shall be final. 

The Commission have recommended Stale acquisition of superior 
interests only if a practicable scheme can be devised on reasonable terms of 
compensation. But the Commission are not very sure of the financial impli- 
cations of their own proposal. It is probabh lor this reason that they 
have taken care to emphasise that although financial results have to be 
carefully considered, thc\ have not supported a scheme of State acquisition 
solely on the ground that it ma\ lead to a financial gain: if it resulted in 
a finuncinl gain that would be an additional advantge, but their reoninien- 
dation that the State should be brought into direct relations with the 
actual cultivators is the outcome of other more vital considerations. 

The Commission have given a financial acount of Stale jiurcha.se on the 
basis of ntij/afi assets and compensation taken at 10 time" the net income. 
This shows an increase of revenue ot 2 25 erores. Similarly on the basis 
of compensation at 12 times and 15 times the net income, the increase has 
been estimated at 147 and 45 crore respectively. When the entire loan is 
liquidated after (it) years of State acquisition, there will be no more interest 
and sinking fund charges and there will be an additional increase of 478 
erores. But the Commission's estimate is vitiated by the fact that it is at 
variance with their recommendation to carry through, in the first instance, 
the acquisition of all rent-receiving interests above the lowest grade of 
cash paying under-w/h/rtf. It is also to be noticed that the Commission 
have made no attempt to calculate the loss of revenue that will accrue to 
Government as a result of their proposal of State acquisition, although they 
have hinted that there might he loss under some heads. It will be clear, 
therefore, that there is a certain amount of uncertainty about the financial 
implications of State acquisition. 

In view of the financial risks the Commission have suggested that all 
experiment of State acquisition should first be made on a small scale in 
Mias muhtil areas. This, according to them, would provide some indica- 
tions of the financial, social and other results that might be expected to 
ensue if State acquisition was to be undertaken district by district. The 
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necessity for caution has also been emphasised by Mr. Gurner. State 
purchase, according to him, should not be proceeded with in such a manner 
that the first move might make a final commitment in perpetuity; it would 
be well to tackle the problem by beginning with a self-contained experimental 
measure which would not imply financial disaster if results proved a failure 
or the Government policy were subsequently revised. He has, therefore, 
suggested that powers should be taken by Government through legislation 
to take up State purchase in different areas at such times as Government 
might decide. In view of the financial and other risks involved in the whole 
project of State acquisition, this is undoubtedly the only realistic way in 
which any responsible Government can proceed with an undertaking of this 
nature. Moreover, a revision of record-of-rights would be an essential 
preliminary to the scheme of State acquisition. This fact has been specially 
emphasised by the Commission, and it has been stated that even on two or 
at best three party basis on which the work could be run, it would take 
not less than 2o to 30 years to complete State acquisition of the entire 
province. Thus apart from the question of caution, administrative reasons 
also will not perhaps permit the operation being undertaken in more than a 
limited area. On these considerations 1 propose to make a beginning with 
the scheme of State purchase by an experiment in a district when the 
revisional opeiations which are now going on there are completed. 

1 have in this connection considered the various alternative schemes 
which have been put foiward before the public. The following are some of 
the more important schemes: — 

(1) That Government do acquire all t he proprietary interests of all 

landlords paying revenue direct to Government on payment of 
compensation at 19 times the average income of the last 1(1 years 
counting back from April, 1941. 

(2) That Government do take over cl urge of all zemindary estates 

together with the interests of intermediate tenure-holders for the 
purposes of a management just like Gourt of Wards’ Estates, 
giving them only 30 per cent, as allowance, setting apart 19 
per cent, of the gross collection to a reserve fund so that at the 
end of 2') or 39 years there may be sufficient money to pay off 
the landlords at 10 times the net income. 

(3) That all rights in lands shall vest in Government, the rent collec- 

tors being paid a permanent mahhann of no more than ->0 per 
cent, of this average net income lor a period of 19 years previous 
to the war and that the actual tillers shall be required to pay to 
the Government one-sixtli of the value of the total produce of 
, their land. 

The Land Revenue Commission discussed the first proposal, but did not 
favour the idea of acquiring only the proprietary interests. Their reasons 
were that if the pntvulars and other tenure-holders on fixed rente were 
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allowed to remain, the revenue from land would remain inelastic, and there 
would still remain a large measure of subinfeudation above the actual 
cultivator, which is the chief objection to the existing system. I agree 
with this view. m 

Tl»e second scheme virtually means paying the landlords from their own 
pockets. In Court of Wards’ management Government do not get anything 
in the shape of profit. The surplus income after meeting all charges of 
management and other dues goes to the ward. Under the proposed scheme 
a part of the income, that is to say, 10 per cent, will be withheld from the 
owner of the property to he paid to him after 25 or 30 years as the price of 
State acquisition of his property. On the ground of equity and good 
conscience such a scheme of State acquisition does not secure my approval. 
Moreover, it would not be administratively feasible to keep accounts of 
management of the properties of innumerable proprietors, tenure-holders and 
other categories of rent receivers on the lines of Court of Wards admini- 
t rat ion. 

The basic principle of the third scheme is that by special legislation all 
proprietary rights in lands, waters, forests and mines, etc., shall vest in 
the .Government. This raises a question of first rate constitutional 
importance. Leaving aside the highly controversial question as to whether 
the State, ihe zamindars or the raiifats were the actual proprietors of the 
soil before the Permanent Settlement, it is now admitted on all hands that 
Regulation I of 1793 conferred a large measure of proprietary rights on the 
zemindar. It is for this reason that section 299 (2) of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, provides that neither the Federal nor the Provincial Legisla- 
ture shall have power to make any law authorising the compulsory acquisition 
of lands, etc., unless the law provides the payment of compensation for the 
property acquired and either fixes the amount of the compensation or 
specifies the principles on which, and the manner in which, it is to be 
determined. Any legislation to vest proprietary rights in lands, etc., in 
the State without payment of any compensation, as the scheme envisages, 
will, therefore, he ex propria t or v in nature and will not be permissible 
under the Government of India Act. The proposal to pay the rent collectors 
at 50 per cent, of their net income will amount to an outright expropriation 
of the remaining 50 per cent, without payment of any compensation. Such 
a method of acquisition of private property will be without a precedent in the 
history of State acquisition. 

Under the scheme the actual tilleis of the soil will be required to pay 
to Government 1 / (it li of the value of the total produce they get from the 
land, Now the actual tillers may be the raiyats, under -rait/ats or haryadars. 
The Land Revenue Commission has estimated the average incidence of rent 
of nut/ati and un der-rttiyafi holdings at Rs. 3-5 per acre respectively as 
again>t the gross agricultural produce of Rs. 50 per acre. The proposal to 
fix rent at 1 /0th of the total produce will, therefore, mean that the existing 
ranjati and under -raiyati rents \vill be increased to Rs. 8-o per acre. This 
in itself is sufficient to prove that the scheme is utterly impracticable. 
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Sir, I come now to the following tentative decision of Government on 
the Land Revenue Commission’s recommendations: — 

(1) that Government accept the policy of bringing the actual culti- 

vators into direct relation with Government and of acquiring in 
the first instance the interests of all classes of rent receivers 
above the lowest grade of cash-paying under -raiyats; 

(2) that the rates of compensation should vary between 10 and 15 

times the net profit according to the nature and circumstances 
of each estate as interest ; 

(3) that a tribunal of a judicial character should be set up for the 

assessment of compensation in each case and the tribunal’s 
decision shall be final ; 

(4) that Government should undertake legislation in the matter on 

these lines as early as possible after going through the technical 
formalities enjoined under the Government of India Act; and 

(5) that after these proposals are considered by a committee of leaders 

of this House, in view of the financial and other risks involved 
this experiment should first be tried in a district where the revi- 
sional operations are almost in a process of completion. 

In this connection, Sir, I should like to sound a note of warning at this 
stage.' Impatient idealism has indeed demanded reform in an archaic 
system, but we must realise that the preset t times are not propitious for 
these changes and, therefore, I am making proposals with utmost caution 
and without the possibility of committing too great mistakes. It is a 
matter of regret that my honourable friends in the Opposition thought fit 
to bring forward cut motions for purposes of complaining against the land 
revenue system and the inactivity of the present Government in formulating 
their scheme on the Floud Commission’s report. Sir, the Commission was 
appointed in 1938, made its report in 1940, and the Government of the day 
appointed an officer to consider the far-reaching implications of the Floud 
Commission; he made his report in 1941, and the Government of the day was 
in power till December, 1941. Sir, we do not know what the economic 
structure of the society is likely to be after the war is won. One of my 
friends has criticised me for inactivity, but my inactivity in this direction 
has not been inactivity at all. The Revenue Minister of the province 
during the last fifteen months — not eighteen as my honourable friend has 
made a mistake in his calculation — has to deal not only with the ordinary 
revenue administration but he has to deal with an important portion of the 
civil defence work including the question of evacuation of persons, tenants 
and institutions and the payment of compensation to them, the question 
of commandeering of buildings for military purposes, and the billeting of 
soldiers in private houses. (Cries of “Oh, oh!” from the Opposition 
benches.) My friends may say, “Oh, oh!” Well, Sir, they claim 
priority on my attention and to that priority I have conceded. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, in paragraph 137, page 64, of the 
Land Revenue Commission’s Report the Commission has recommended for 
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the imposition of agricultural income-tax as a transitional measure. The 
previous Government introduced a Bill for that purpose. I want to know 
from the Hon’ble Minister whether the Government has given a go-bye 
to this question of imposition of agricultural income-tax. I should also 
like to know what has happened to the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
Bill which was published in the Gazetfte bv the previous Government for 
since the present Government came into power nothing has been heard of 
that piece of legislation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as the ques- 
tion of imposition of agricultural income-tax is concerned, I may inform 
my honourable friend that this is a matter which has been engaging the 
attention of the Ministry, but it is a matter which does not relate to the 
Department of the Revenue Minister. 

The motion of Babu Madhusudan Sarkar that the demand of 
Its. 30,27,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdul Karim that the demand of Rs. 30,27,000 for 
expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of Rs. 30,27,000 
for expenditure under the head “7-Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand ot Rs. 30,27,000 
for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Serajul Islam that the demand of Rs. 30,27,000 for 
expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced b\ Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanvai that the demand of Rs. 30,27,000 
for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Pramatha Nath Banerjee that a sum of 
Rs. 30,27,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
lGth March, 1943. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
lb th March, 1943, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Xausheb Ali) in the Chair, 
b HuiTbie Ministers and 170 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(When starred question No. 150 was called.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 ho Hon’ble Minister is » 
absent and no arrangement ha* been made to answer on his behalf. You 
will be pleaded to allow this question to stand ovet . 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question will stand ovet 

Digging of pits on either sides of Taki Road and compensation. 

*151. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(/) that contractors engaged in doing repair works to the Taki Road 
running through Barasat and Basirhat subdivisions have dug pits 
on both sides of the road tor taking earth; and 

(//) that damage has been done to agiieultural lands for such works? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in t lie affirmative, will the TTon’hle Minister 
ho pleased to state — 

(i) whether the owner* or tillers of agiieultural lands reteired to in 
(a) ( ii ) have been paid any compensation ; 

(n) if so, what is the rate of such compensation; and 

(in) what steps, if any, Government propose to take to prevent the pits 
referred to in (a) (i) from becoming breeding grounds of 
mosquitoes ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) (/) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of compensating the sufferers? 

(d) If so, at what rate? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (o)(i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, in a few cases. 

(b) (/) and ( n ) No compensation has yet been paid. The Collector of 
24-Parganas has been requested for assessment of compensation payable. 
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(iii) The road runs through a water-logged area. Pits dug on high 
lands will be provided with outlet drains. 

(c) and (ri) Due and fair compensation will be paid at the rate to be 
assessed by the Collector. 

Delay in censoring the letters of security prisoners. 

*152. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADH YAY : (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that under the rules the 
security prisoners are entitled to write 4 letters and receive 8 letters per 
week subject to the condition that such letters are to be censored by the 
Intelligence Branch of the Police? 

(b) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister also aware that under the present 
system of censoring such letters either written by or to the security pri- 
soners generally take about two months to reach the proper person? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(/) the reason therefor; and 

(it) what action, if any, he promises to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(b) I am aware that there have been isolated instances of delay in cen- 
soring security prisoners’ letters but it is not a fact that those letters 
generally take two months to reach the proper person. 

(c) Originally security prisoners were entitled to write two and receive 
four letters a week. In September last these limits were doubled. Conse- 
quently due to the abnormal increase in the number of letters, there has 
been some unavoidable delay in the censorship of letters in some cases due 
to the inadequate number of censoring staff. Additional staff have since 
been appointed and it is hoped that the position in this respect will improve 
from now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the denial that 
letters take two months to reach the proper person, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the average delay that takes place for letters to 
reach the destinations? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ? It is impossible to answer 
that question unless the whole list is scrutinised. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that a letter addressed to me by prisoner Gouri Sen, 
which is with me now, reached me after more than three weeks? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is an information within your knowledge. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: .Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the cases are not isolated instances as mentioned 
in his reply, but generally this is the case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may be that there are 
generally some delays, but there are delays which are negligible, there are 
some delays which are regrettable. I have given a general reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is considering the desirability of improving this 
position so far as censoring and delivery of letters are concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Y es. Sir, we have taken 
steps, and if that is insufficient we will do more. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he can assure this House that from now after the 
new arrangement has been made, letters will reach the addressees in about 
two weeks’ time, if not earlier? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That I cannot guarantee, and 
I do not know really how much improvement has been effected. We have 
got to wait and see how this works. If it is unsatisfactory we will do moie. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention was drawn to a certain letter posted from the 
Alipore Central Jail on the 2oth December which reached its destination 
only on the 4th of March? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is too vague a question and he cannot reply to it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATJJ BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will instruct the censoring staff to be ver\ much 
prompt with regard to letters which require urgent attention and urgent 
reply ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that will be done. 

Refusal of certain facilities to political security prisoners by Superintendent 

of Barisal Jail. 

•153. Sj. ASHUTOSH MALLIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Superintendent of the District Jail, Barisal, has refused to allow political 
security prisoners — 

(?) to have money deposited in their names in the Jail office with which 
they may buy necessaries permissible under the jail rules; 

(tV) to have cooked food sent from their homes even on festive occasions 
and days when this is allowed under the jail rules; 

(Hi) to have fruits sent from their homes; and 

(iv) to have trunks and suit-cases for keeping their clothes, books and 
other articles of use allowed to them.’' 
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( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) No. 

(//') No cooked food is allowed under the rules even on festive occasions. 

(ni) Yes. 

(iv) No. 

(b) As the Jail Suj)erintendeiit has not done anything contrary to the 
provisions of the rules, I do not propose to take any action in the matter. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (a) (hi) 
“yes,” that is, the Superintendent’s refusal to have fruits sent from their 
homes, will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state under what authority 
has he refused this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the rules with 

me. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (a)(ii) that 
“No cooked food is allowed under the rules even on festive occasions,” will 
the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the particular rule which prevents 
this ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The negative I cannot prove. 

Mr.- SPEAKER: The position is this. I have not seen the rules, and 
I do not presume to know the rules. The Hon’ble Minister’s answer is, 
“No cooked food is allowed under the rules even on festive occasions.” 
What he means to say is that there is no provision according to which 
cooked food may be sent to the prisoner. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I quite follow you, Sir. My question 
is that in cases where there is no specific provision under the Security 
Prisoners Rules, the ordinary rules of the Jail Code shall apply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Let me make the position 
clear. I have said that under the rules no cooked food is allowed. The 
question was, “Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Superintendent of the 
Di strict Jail, Barisal, has refused to allow political security prisoners — (n) 
to have cooked food sent from their homes even on festive occasions and 
days when this is allowed under the jail rules:”; my answer is “No cooked 
food is allowed under the rules even on festive occasions.” Now, if there 
is in the rules anything contrary to what I have said, I shall be obliged if 
that rule is pointed out to me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in actual practice in the Calcutta Jails — Presi- 
dency and Central — not only on festive occasions but also on other occasions 
cooked food under the usual control and supervision of the medical officers 
is allowed P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know, Lilt I can do 
this that I can take up this matter and see that the provision is made to 
this effect. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to take notice of . a fact that Mr. Amiya Kanta Roy, a security 
prisoner of Barisal, and a relation of an honourable member, was refused to 
have money deposited in his name in t lie Jail office, and will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to make an enquiry into the case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I promise to make an enquiry. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (</)(//'<), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the 
desirability of allowing fruits to be sent to these prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will look into all these cases 
and see what can be done. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (a)(i), 
where it is ^aid, “No", will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the rules do make piovision for the deposit of sums of 
money in the names of security prisoners by persons approved by the Intelli- 
gence Bianch? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question was whether the 
District Superintendent of Jail, Barisal, did such and such, as to that I 
have said “No". As regards general proposition, it may be. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the Barisal Jail the Superintendent docs not 
extend the similar ‘interpretation of the rules as is interpreted by the 
Superintendents of other jails? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Interpretation of a rule is entirely in the hands of the 
authority concerned. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Exactly, Sir. Not only what the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister says is correct, but what we are driving at is 
also correct. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has promised to look into the matter in all case*. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government is considering the desirability of giving stand- 
ardised instructions to the Superintendents, so that the practice followed by 
them may be on a uniform basis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am prepared to look into the 
matter. 
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Babll NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer ( a)(ii ) 
where it is said that no cooked food is allowed under the rules, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he means ordinary Jail Rules 
or Rules for Security Prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Security Prisoners Rules. 

Curtailment of privileges in respect of interviews and correspondences of 
security and political prisoners in Midnapore Jail. 

*154. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDER: (a) Will the Hon’blc 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact — 

( i ) that security and other political prisoners in Midnapore Jail, arrested 

since August, 1942, have, by a circular of the Government, been 
deprived of the privilege of interviews altogether; 

(ii) that their privilege of receiving and replying to letters has been 

curtailed to one and one respectively in place of 8 and 4 respec- 
tively per week; and 

(Hi) that similar deprivation and curtailment of privilege referred to 
above has also been applied to security and other political prisoners 
belonging to Midnapore district lodged in different jails of Bengal 
other than Midnapore? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware — 

(?) that the homes of most of the aforesaid prisoners have been devas- 
tated ; and 

(ii) that the families and relations have in many cases been victims of 
death and distress due to recent cyclone, flood and famine in 
Midnapore ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of withdrawing 
the ban regarding interviews and correspondences referred to in (a) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) The action referred to was taken as a measure of security on account 
of the situation created by the widespread and serious campaign of violence 
and destruction then going on in the district of Midnapore. 

(r) I have no information ; but special instructions were issued by Gov- 
ernment to the District Officer and Superintendent of Jail to communicate 
to the security prisoners concerned any information received from their homes 
jegarding the effect of the cyclone. 

(d) The matter is under my consideration. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of answer (b) where the 
Hon’ble Minister states that the action was taken as a measure of security, 
will he be pleased to explain what he means bv “measure of security”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That I cannot paraphrase. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that many political security prisoners lodged in the Midnapore Central Jail 
do not belong to the Midnapore district but belong to other districts such as 
Faridpur and other places? Does the answer relate to prisoners, of other 
districts also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that. It 
may be so. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has considered the desirability of allowing the 
prisoners belonging to other districts to have all the amenities which are 
allowed to the security prisoners in other jails? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not see how this ques- 
tion can arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It arises in this way. The 
reasons which have been stated for disallowing the privileges 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have put a question, and the Hon’ble Minister 
says that it does not arise. 1 think the question arises in view of the fact 
that all prisoners lodged in the Midnapore Jail do not belong to Midnapore. 
The Hon’ble Minister says that there may or may not be prisoners belong- 
ing to Faridpur. In that case, it becomes a hypothetical question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: About that I have already put a 
question when I asked him whether he was aware, and he said that he was 
not aware. My next question is whether Government will consider the 
desirability of allowing security prisoners belonging to other districts to 
have the ordinary amenities which are allowed to such prisoners in other 
jails. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I shall make an enquiry if 
there are prisoners who have got any complaints in any respect. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
accept it from me that I was lodged in the Midnapore Jail at one time, but 
I did not belong to that district? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babll NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the circular regarding curtailment of privileges as mentioned in 
question ( a)(ii ) and (Hi) to which the Hon’ble Minister has answered 
“yes” has since been withdrawn? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember. 


18 
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Vftbll NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what after the return of normal time is the justification for the 
retention of this stringent order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Well, Sir, it is a matter of 
opinion. The matter will be considered if I am asked to do so. 

Council of Ministers and their advice to His Excellency the Governor. 

•155. 'Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawn to a report 
published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika (Town Edition) of the 10th October, 
1942, wherein, among other things it was stated that the Chief Minister has 
been reduced to the position of a nonentity, the administration today in 
Bengal being carried on in an autocratic fashion by the Governor and officials 
of the permanent services over the heads and in most cases behind the back 
of the Chief Minister and his Cabinet colleagues? 

(b) Is it a fact that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee in course of a statement 
published in the Press on the 24th November, 1942, immediately after his 
resignation, observed that “the Governor has chosen to act in many vital 
matters in disregard of the wishes of the Ministers and has depended on the 
advice of a section of permanent officials”? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and {b) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the instances, if any, in which the advice 
tendered by the Ministers has not been accepted by the Governor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the 
Council of Ministers have taken or propone to take to meet this situation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (M Yes. 

(r) and {(I) In the public interest 1 must decline to furnish the infoima- 
tion asked for. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (o) and (d), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what “public interest” may 
be affected if the information is supplied? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The interest of the people of 
Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there is a genuine demand from the public that 
such information should be furnished ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I have not received any 
letters. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he is aware that on the floor of the House repeated demands have been 
voiced and he has himself on one or two occasions informed the House of 
his embarrassing position? 
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Mf. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, my quesion is whether he is aware 
of repeated demands? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am aware that there is some 
demand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if Government is considering the desirability of enquiring* into or inviting 
public opinion on this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government have nothing to 
do with this matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, t lie question is that the Hon’ble 
Minister has been asked certain questions regarding an important constitu- 
tional issue and the Hon’ble Minister has withheld that information in the 
name of the public. If he has withheld on his own account saying, “I 
refuse to disclose this information,” that is a different matter, but he has 
sought the protection of the public. Therefore, I am entitled to ask him 
whether Government is considering the desirability of ascertaining public 
opinion and thereby finding out whether public interest would be 
jeopardised ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I know, Sir, that this answer 
will give rise to supplementary questions and I am prepared to satisfy 
public curiosity so far as it is permissible under the rules. 

Sir, I do not admit the paraphrase put on my statement by any news- 
paper. Secondly, Sir, I beg to remind the honourable members that while 
I was making my statement, J said ‘‘there are cases in which the advice 
tendered has not been accepted by His Excellency the Governor acting in 
his discretion.” There may be two cases, may be ten, may be half a dozen, 
or may be anything; I have not said in how many cases, but I did say 
“in some cases”. That has happened throughout India and it happens 
throughout the world where a similar system of administration is in force 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Nowhere in the world such a 
Constitution exists. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. He is making a statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I take the position that 
although I admit that there have been instances — I am using plural which 
may mean 2 to 200 — in which the advice I have tendered has not been 
accepted by His Excellency the Governor. I am not prepared to say in how 
many instances this occurred. Tt may be that I declined in my own 
interest or in the interest of the public. I have said in my answer that I 
am refusing at the present moment to disclose the information in public 
interest. This is a matter in which I have exercised my judgment. As a 
responsible Minister of the Crown I have got to realise the responsibility 
that I owe under my oath of office and having regard to my position as 
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a Minister of the Crown still in office and having regard to the fact that I 
am bound by certain oaths which I took at the time I assumed office, I 
have decided that in the public interest it would not be wise or advisable 
or even permissible for me to say in how many instances my advice has not 
been accepted by His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to state 
if the Hon’ble Ministers were consulted by Dr. Mookerjee when he made 
the statement contained in (b) of the question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Questions 
must be on a matter relating to the department over which the Hon’ble 
Minister presides. Sir, may we enquire if this particular question whether 
Dr. Mookerjee consulted the Chief Minister or Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq before 
he issued the statement comes under any particular department of Govern- 
ment and if not, the question does not arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Apart from that this is a part of the statement pub- 
lished in the Press by Dr. Mookerjee immediately after his resignation and 
when he had ceased to be a Minister. So, no question of consulting 
Ministers does arise. That question therefore does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (o) and (d), 
may we enquire whether the constitution and organisation of Home 
Guards in the province of Bengal with popular support from various 
progressive parties is one of the instances in which the recommendation of 
the Ministry was not given effect t© by the Executive Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered definitely that he is not 
prepared to disclose in how many instances his advice was not accepted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 am only trying to find out from 
the Hon'ble Minister whether his objection is only to the number or to 
instances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If notice is given of this 
question, I will first, see whether I am entitled to give the information. If 
there is no objection, I will certainly supply the information. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Does the Hon'ble Minister agree with the state- 
ment made by Dr. Mookerjee that the Governor has chosen to act in many 
vital matters in disregard of the wishes of the Ministers? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Again I have to rise on a point of 
order, Sir. The question of agreement or no agreement does not arise as 
it is a question of opinion. Questions can be asked only to elicit facts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know. Mr. Stark, I drew your attention in connec- 
tion with your first question that this statement was issued after his 
resignation. You are asking the opinion of the Hon’ble Chief Minister as 
to whether he agrees with the statement or not. That is a question of 
opinion and so it does not arise. 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: With reference to question (a) and answer 
(a), will the Hon’ble Minister please state if he agrees with the statement 
in the report referred to, namely, that he has been reduced to the position 
of a nonentity? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. The fact that so many ques- 
tions are being put to me proves that we have not been reduced to a position 
of nonentity. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to question (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the statement of Dr. Mookerjee 
ieferred to in the question is correct? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I am citing 
rule 26 of the Assembly Procedure Rules which states as follow’s: — 

In order that a question may be admissible, it must satisfy tlhe follow- 
ing conditions, namely — 

(?) it must be asked with the object of eliciting information; 

(??) it must not bring in any name or statement not strictly necessary 
to make the question intelligible, etc. 

My point therefore is that a question is meant to elicit information and it 
should not ask for an expression of opinion as is provided in sub-rule (i;), 
namely, it must not ask for expression of opinion or the solution of a 
hypothetical proposition. I submit therefore that the question whether the 
statement is correct or not is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the whole difficulty has arisen due to the fact 
that the question is based on a newspaper publication. In fact, I doubt 
how far it was proper. However, the question is there and the answer is 
there and a certain statement has been quoted from the statement of 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, and now’ a question has been asked as to the 
correctness of that statement. Certainly that is a matter of fact — no matter 
whether these statements are correct or not. Of course, it is quite open to 
the Hon’ble Minister in his reply to this question to say that in the public 
interest he is not in a position to disclose the facts. But the question, I 
rule, is relevant. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I submit a few points in this 
connection, Sir? I am drawing your attention to the form of this question 
where the questioner has definitely stated if the “attention of the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge has been drawn to a report ”. Now, Sir, in view 

of that form of the question I submit that nothing irregular has been done 
in inviting the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to a certain Press report. 
And to that the answ’er is, “yes.” I submit, therefore, that the question 
whether the statement is correct or not is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already given my ruling that it is not a matter 
of opinion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On a point of order, Sir. My 
point is that you have stated that the statement of Dr. Syamaprasad 
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Mookerjee is a matter of fact, but whether that statement is true or not i i 
absolutely a different matter. Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee has only asked U 
know whether Dr. Mookerjee had made the statement. If the Hon’bh 
Minister had said that he did not make that statement then no supplementary 
question would have arisen. But the question which has now been put i< 
absolutely a new question which need not be answered without propel 
notice. I think under the rules the Hon’ble Minister is not required tc 
answer it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already ruled that the supplementary questioi 
arises out of the present question, but the point whether the Hon’bk 
Minister will answer it or not is a different matter. 

Th© Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I wish to draw youi 
attention to the statement attributed to Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Il 
says that the Governor has chosen to act (1) in many, (2) vital matters, 
(3) in disregard of the wishes of the Ministers, (4) and has depended or 
the advice, (5) of a section, (6) of permanent officials. These answers 
contain various statement of facts, some of them may be true, some may be 
untrue, and some may he the mere opinion of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
on the relation between him and the Governor. I submit that this is c 
confusion of facts, and I do not think I am in a position to give an answei 
which has been attempted to be drawn out of me. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state whether it is a fact that the Governor chose to act in many vital 
matters in disregard of the wishes of the Ministers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered that. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A\ ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether in all those cases in which the Governor did not accept the 
advice of the Ministers he took the Ministers subsequently into consultation 
and whether the Ministers agreed with the views of the Governor? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not in a position to 
answer that question. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN : AA ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the arrest and detention of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, Mr. Sasanka 
Shekhar San \ al and Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee are* instances in which 
the advice of the Ministers were disregarded by the Governor? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think that is going too far into details, and I can- 
not allow such supplementary questions. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Governor chose to act in many 
vital matters in disregard of the wishes of the Ministers even within the 
sphere of ministerial responsibility? 

Th© Hon’bl© Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already stated, I am 
mot in a position to make a reply. 
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A.R.P. (Civil Defence) appointments in Chittagong. 

•156. Khan Bahadur M. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to state — 

(o) how many posts in tfye scale of Its. 50 upwards have been created in 
the A.R.P. side of Civil Defence Administration in Chittagong 
since 1941 ; 

(b) how many of them have been filled up by — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; and 

(i c ) have these posts been sanctioned by the Government P 

i 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 85. 

( b ) As on the 31st January, 1943. 

(!) Muslims 39. 

(2) Hindus 40. 

(3) Scheduled Castes 3. 

(c) Yes. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer ( h)(iii ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to assign the reasons for the paucity 
of Scheduled Caste appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I regret very much that the 
number is so low, hut 1 know that efforts are being made to recruit as many 
Scheduled Caste candidates as possible. 

Defalcation at Mymensingh District Treasury. 

*157. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (<n Will the Hon’ble Minister, in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether any case of 
misappropriation of Landlord-fee according to Bengal Tenancy Act has 
occurred at the Mymensingh District Treasury? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the amount thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what step, if any, was 
taken in the matter and with what result? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) Yes. 

( b ) Rs.8,032. 

(c) Four temporary Collectorate clerks and 4 mukhtears were prosecuted. 
All the clerks and one mukhtear were acquitted, two mukhtears were sentenced 
to rigorous imprisonment for four years each. The case of one mukhtear is 
under retrial as ordered by the High Court. Departmental action was taken 
against the four clerks as a result of which they were dismissed from 
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service and permanently debarred from employment under any Government. 
A system of strict supervision and checking* has been introduced in the 
Department to guard against similar defalcation in future. The question of 
recovering the loss is under the consideration of Government. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer* (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased, to state what is the special system of 
supervision and checking introduced after the detection of this defalcation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot say. x 

Appointment of clerks in civil courts of Dinajpur after the enforcement of 
Communal Ratio Rules. 

*158. Mr. 8YAMA PR08AD BARMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of clerks appointed in the civil courts of the Dinajpur 

district since the enforcement of the Communal Ratio Rules; 
and . 

( ii ) the number of these that have been given to — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

(b) Whether the Communal Ratio Rules have been observed in the 
case of Scheduled Castes? 

( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (n)(i) 11 . 

(n) ( 1 ) 4 . 

(2) 6. 

(3) One. 

( b) Yes, Vide rule 7 of the Communal Ratio Rules. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Babu PREMHARI BARM A: With reference to answer (3), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the name of the candidate and the caste 
to which he belongs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No, Sir; the 
name and the caste of the candidate are not available from the materials 
before me. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: In reply to question (6), “Whether the Com- 
munal Ratio Rules have been observed in the case of Scheduled Castes,” 
the Hon’ble Minister has stated, “Yes,” but we find from answer (a)(ii) 
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that out of 11 appointments only one has gone to the Scheduled Castes. 
Are we to understand that the Communal Ratio Rules have been observed 
in the case of the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have given ray 
answer. If my honourable friend desires to refresh his memory with 
regard to the Communal Ratio Rules, I can state the whole rule, but it is 
a long affair. The only difficulty in this matter is the question of vivisec- 
tion. So far as I can say on page (1 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not read out the rule. 

Allowances paid to jurors for attending sessions courts. 

*159. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware of the fact — 

(?) that a juror attending sessions court from within a distance of 
five miles does not get any allowance ; and 
(i?) that irrespective of his social status, a juror attending sessions 
court for two days only is given a single inter-class fare for 
railway journey but no halting allowance? 

( b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to modify the 
existing rules gi anting allowance to jurors? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: {a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Under the rules a juror attending court for two days gets for the 
first day ol attendance a daily allowance of not less than Ue.l and not 
more than Rs.5 which should not exceed the actual travelling expenses. 
For the second day he gets either an allowance not exceeding Rs.‘J if an 
ordinary juror or Its. 3 if a special juror, or an allowance similar to that 
payable for the first day ol attendance. 

{b) The matter will engage the attention of Government. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of increasing t lie allowance of ordinary jurors? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : He has answered that “the matter will engage the 
attention of Government. “ 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he is aware that in cases of some of the jurors who come to attend Courts 
from a distance, they have got to come one day earlier and they have got 
to stay two or three days even if they have to attend only for one day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question to be answered by the Hon’ble 
Minister. Jt is a question of inference. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he or the Government has received representations from the 
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Professors of the Carmichael College in Rangpur to exempt them from 
serving as jurors on account of their not being granted any travelling allow- 
ance or conveyance allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA MATH BANERJEE: The question of 
the honourable member is resolvable in two parts — whether I have received 
any representation; the answer is in the negative; whether Government has 
received any representation is a difficult question to answer because the 
expression “Government’ ’ is a compendious expression. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Remission of rents in respect of holdings in Char Tamaraddi, police- 
station Hatiya, Noakhali. 

49. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJIDS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether any amount 
of rent due to the Government by the tenants is remitted every year in 
respect of their respective holdings in Char Tamaraddi, police-station Hatiya, 
in tauzi No. 1776 of the Noakhali Collectorate ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the amounts that have been remitted every year during 1 935 to 1941 ; 

(/V) the grounds for which remission had to l>e given to the tenants 
during the period ; and 

(hi) the number of holdings in this area that were sold for arrear of rents 
and purchase by Government during the period ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a large area of land measuring about d miles in length 
and 2 miles in breadth which is locally known as Begugaha is a Dazi (low) 
area and does not yield crops owing to accumulation of water during the 
greater part of the year? 

(d) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken for drainage of the water 
in the area ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Tee, in respect 

of the holdings that deserve remission. 

(b) A statement giving the information is laid on the Table. 

(c) and (d) No water now accumulates in the area and the lands are 
yielding fairly good crops as a result of excavation and re-excavation of the 
following khah : — 

(1) Bagular Dona (re-excavated). 

(2) A khal from Begugalia Dogi towards north up to Begular Dona 

(excavated). 
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(3) A khal from Begugalia Dogi towards south-east up to Sonadia fari 

(excavated). 

(4) A khal from Begugalia Dogi towards north-west up to Begular 

Dona known as Hora-Sori khal (excavated). 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 49. 


Year. 

1 

Amount 
remitted 
on the 
ground of 
diluvion. 

2 

Amount 
remitted 
on the 
ground of 
damage to 
crops. 

3 

Amount 
remitted 
on the 
ground of 
Government 
purchase. 

4 

Total 

amount 

remitted. 

5 

Number of 
holdings 
sold for 
arrear of 
rents and 
purchased 
by Govern- 
ment. 

6 


Ra. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


1935 

1,093 

1,050 

317 

2,460 

20 

1936 

751 

1,155 

190 

2.096 

23 

1937 

1,620 

18,220 

391 

20,231 

28 

1938 

2,120 

5,290 

128 

7,538 

8 

1939 

120 

1,950 

106 

2,176 

IK 

1940 

1,005 

17,220 

926 

19,151 

33 

1941 


620 

205 

825 

6 


Supply of clothing to under»trial prisoners in jails. 

50. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether there 
is any provision made by the Government for supplying the under-trial 
prisoners in Jail with necessary clothing? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact — 

(/) that the majority of the under-trial prisoners, at the time of their 
arrest, have in their possession only one cloth (dhoti) and rarely 
a shirt or a banian ; 

(ii) that they cannot clean their clothes as they have nothing to change 
with ; 

(in) that they are not supplied with soap and soda for cleaning their 
• clothes ; 

(iv) that a large number of under-trial prisoners are remanded to jail 
custody for several months together pending the police enquiry 
and trials in the Magistrate’s and Judge’s Courts; 
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(v) that the clothing on their person at the time of their arrest became 
tattered and unusable hv the time the police enquiry and trials 
in courts are finished ; 

(vi ) that a large number of undertrials pass their days in summer and 
winter with their tattered clothes or a small stripe of cloth tied 
round their waists; and 

(mi) that the Jail authorities are empowered only in a very rare case to 
supply an under-trial prisoner with only a piece of cloth ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of making any provision for the supply of clothing 
and washing soap to under-trial prisoners in jail ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Un der-trial prisoners are 
supplied with clothing according to provision of rule 925 of the Bengal Jail 
Code, a copy of which is placed in the Library. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) ( i ) and (it) I have no information to'these effects. 

(u‘?) Soap and soda may l>e obtained by the undertrials at their own cost. 
Under Jail Code Rule 922(7) they are required to keep themselves and their 
clothing and bedding clean. 

(iv) to (vi) I have no such information. 

(vn) Jail Code Rule 925 authorises supply of the required clothing. 

(d) and (e) l)o not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY! AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House, in view of the fact that some of the prisoners in jail 
custody are kept for months together and in view of the fact that they are 
detained there without trial, whether Government will make an arrangement 
for giving them cloth and washing materials and other things? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly, it will be done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to answer (r) {i) and 
(?0 where t lie Hon ’hie Minister states that he has no information to these 
effects, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what information he 
has in his possession? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information to 
these effects. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The question is “that the majority of 
the under-trial prisoners, at the time of their arrest, have in their posses- 
sion only one cloth and rarely a shirt,” im answer to which the Hon’ble 
Minister says, “I have no information to these effects.” There must be 
some information. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Not necessarily. 
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Th* Hoil’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If you want me to look into 
the matter I will do so. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYA L: With reference to answer (iv) to (n) 
where it is stated, I have no such information,” will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if lie had made necessary enquiries in the department 
before he had the answer prepared for him? 

The HOfl’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ, I did not enquire myself, but 
enquiries were made and the answer was prepared. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8* With reference to answer (vii), 
the question was whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that the Jail 
authorities are empowered only in a very rare case to supply an under-trial 
prisoner with only a piece of cloth. Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the rules permit the Jail authorities only in rare cases to 
supply cloth? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That is a question of the rules. Why are you asking 
a question about the rules? The rules are there. I disallow it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (<•>(///) that 
“soap and soda may be obtained by the under-trials at their own cost” and 
also that they are required to keep themselves and their clothing and bed- 
ding clean, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the Hon’ble 
Minister’s information as to the machinery for keeping their bedding and 
clothing clean when soap and soda cannot be supplied by Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the information 
asked for. 

STARRED QUESTION. 1 - 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Government measures for supply of essential commodities. 

*61. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware of a feeling of dis- 
satisfaction in the country on account of the rise in the cost of living of the 
common people and of the consequent great distress caused to them? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any steps have 
been taken by Government for assuring an easy and steady flow of essential 
commodities at a fair and reasonable price? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, what steps have been taken 
to achieve this objective? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Naurab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) and (b) Yes. 
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(c) The various steps that Government have taken, with varying measures 
of success, to ensure an easy and steady flow of essential commodities are too 
numerous to mention. It will suffice to say that the twin objects of Govern- 
ment’s policy have been — 

(?) the procurement of supplies from other provinces, with the help of 
the Governments of those provinces and Central Control 
Authorities, as in the case of wheat and sugar; and 
(ii) the equitable distribution of the available supplies through a system 
of permits, controlled shops, licensing of merchants and so forth. 

In the case of rice, the main objective of Government’s policy is to obtain 
control over the rice markets of this Province through regulated purchase 
of paddy and rice in some of the rice-growing areas of the Province, and 
the utilisation of these reserves to regulate the Calcutta and the mufassal 
markets. To this end, Government have already embarked on large-scale 
buying in a number of districts, and have controlled the movement of grain 
from these and other areas, with a view to preventing speculative and 
competitive buying. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer regard- 
ing the procurement of supplies from other provinces, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how the agents for purchase or procurement 
from other provinces are selected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: In the past, of 
course, I do not know what was the procedure but at present 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: For the future 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: For the future theie 
is the controlling authority — the Civil Supplies Directorate — who will select 
the agents for taking the crop from other provinces as permitted by those 
Provincial Governments. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. The Hon’ble 
Minister has entirely given a wrong answer and he has given evidence that 
he knows nothing about it. It is better for such an Hon’ble Minister to 
avoid giving foolish replies. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, please. The position is this: it appears to 
me that you put a question to the Hon’ble Minister the answer whereof you 
know better than the Hon’ble Minister himself, because you have yourself 
said that the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister is incorrect. That 
clearly indicates that you know what the answer ought to be or what ihe 
answer is. In these circumstances if I had attended to your question and 
if I understood that you knew the answer from before, I would certainly 
have disallowed this question. You asked a certain question and he has 
replied to that question. You say that that answer is not a correct answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Have you followed that answer? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I have not quite followed that answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is patent to everybody. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will just try to see what was the question that you 
put and what answer he has given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With “reference to answer ( r){i ), viz., 
the procurement of supplies from other provinces, with the help of the 
Governments of those provinces, I asked a specific question as to how agents 
for such procurement are selected to which file Hon'ble Minister has said, 
“I do not know what had happened in the past . So far as the future is 
concerned, the selection will be made by the Directorate of Civil Supplies.” 

I submit, Sir, that so far as the answers to h eld-over questions are con- 
cerned, if any Hon’ble Minister comes ready to answer those questions 
where a class of people rush in where angels fear to tread, he must como 
prepared. I submit, Sir, that questions are put on the floor of the Assembly 
as one important parliamentary manner by which to keep an eye on the day- 
to-day administration of Government. Interpellations are recognised 
methods of watching the activities of Government. It may be. Sir. that 
I have that knowledge and I knew the answer, but that is entirely out of 
place. Ecu with the knowledge within myself 1 am entitled to ask a ques- 
tion to elicit information and place it before the House 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: * Sir, you have ruled me out, but I am 
only submitting for your consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that if you know the thing and 
if you still want to have something from the Hon’ble Minister in charge, 
all questions must he bond fide requests for information. You need not 
discuss the theoretical aspect at all. You put a question aud he has given 
an answer. That answer has not satisfied you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That answer is totally incorrect. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may be absolutely or deliberately incorrect. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, no; foolishly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. U PEN DR A NATH BARMAN: Sir. if that remark 
remains I am not going to answer any question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you of all people know very well that if 
is desirable to get things done in a courteous manner. That would be better. 
It is no use calling names in this House. Y"ou have called a particular 
Minister’s action as “foolish”. I say, you are not entitled to say that. You 
cannot criticise or discuss a particular answer. That is definite in the rule 
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which runs Thus : “No discussion shall be permitted in respect of any ques- 
tion or of any answer given to a question,” and you discussed it saying that 
the answer is a foolish answer. I won’t allow that. You withdraw that 
expression. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I said that to you only as a point of 
order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Y r ou have criticised the answer. You ought not to 
have said “it is a foolish answer”. That is wrong. It is a clear contraven- 
tion of the rule. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is a very wise reply ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Even that is not permissible. The rule says definitely, 
“No discussion shall be permitted in respect of any question or of any answer 
given to a question.’’ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not discussing at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can discuss it somewhere else by means of a 
resolution or a cut motion or in any other way, but you cannot discuss it 
here. You withdraw that expression. That is my ruling. 

(Srijut Manindra Bliusan Sinha rose to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you on a point of order? 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: 1 rise on a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise'. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If to call black black or to call whit- 
white is an offence 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, that is not the point. The point you aie not 
entitled to discuss any question or any answer given. You have discussed a 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have not, Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. I say you have discussed. I ask you 
to withdraw your remark with regard to this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I will not withdraw it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that case I will ask you to walk out from this 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You have no right to say that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Certainly I have got that right. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Even the Speaker has to act according 
to the rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. I won’t tolerate this sort of thing. 
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Df. NAL1NAKSHA SANYAL: I know your temper, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have asked you to withdraw from this House for the 
remainder of today’s sitting. Mr. Roy, you are the Leader of the Party 
to which Dr. Sanyal belongs. I hope you will assist me in this matter. 
You know the rules that “the Speaker shall preserve order and have all 
powers necessary for the purpose of enforcing his decisions on all points of 
order. He may direct any member whose conduct is in his opinion grossly 
disorderly to withdraw immediately from the Assembly, and any member 
so ordered to withdraw shall do so forthwith and shall absent himself during 
the remainder of the day’s meeting. If any member is ordered to withdraw 
a second time in the same session, the Speaker may direct the member to 
absent himself from the meetings of the Assembly for any period not longer 
than the remainder of the session, and the member so directed shall absent 
himself accordingly. The member so directed to be absent shall not be 
deemed to be absent for the purposes of sub-section” so and so. Now, the 
rules are clear and I consider the conduct of Dr. Sanyal to he grossly 
disorderly, and I have asked him to withdraw from this House. He has 
refused to obey my order. 1 will ask your assistance in this matter and 1 
want to know whether \ou are prepared to assist me in this matter or not. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. S] >eakcr, with great respect I want to 
make a submission to you that unnecessary heat has been created over a 
matter like this. It would be better, Sir, to drop the matter altogether. I 
realise your ruling that the word “foolish” ought not to have been said, hut 
we have had such expressions in the past. We will see, Sir, that in future 
your ruling will be obeyed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is one question here with regard to this matter. 
It is not a question that the word “foolish” is unparliamentan . In that 
case if I had asked him to withdraw the remark, that would ha\e been 
sufficient. But here he has contravened the rule, and I said, “You have 
contravened the rule” but he said “No, I have not contravened the rule.” 
The rules are clear. If I had seen that my ruling was wrong, I would have 
been prepared to withdraw this order of mine. But I see that although the 
rules have been repeatedly brought to his notice, he has deliberately violated 
the ruling of the Chair. In these circumstances, Mr. Roy, do you still ask 
me to withdraw this order and pardon him when he is not even prepared to 
withdraw that remark and apologise? 

' Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May I submit. Sir, that before you asked 
him to withdraw you did not, perhaps you forgot to, say that his conduct 
was disorderly. Of course, that is a technical matter. But in view of the 
peaceful working of this House I would still submit to you that it is better 
to drop the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Even if he does not apologise and withdraw his 
remark? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I owe a personal explanation at 
this stage. 

19 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, please. I am talking to Mr. Roy. If you 
have got anything to say, I will hear you later on. I want to know from 
Mr. Roy again whether he says that Dr. Sanyal should he paidoned even 
without an apology. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, I understand that he had no desire 
to disobey your ruling, and if you consider that the use of the word “foolish’’ 
is offensive he will certainly withdraw it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He must do it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Am I at liberty to make a statement, 
Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, whatever 1 have done and said 1 
had not had the intention to disobey your ruling or the ruling of the 
President whoever he may be, but, Sir, I still submit that if you would 
kindly in a cooler atmosphere refresh your memory by reference to the 
proceedings you will discover that I had all along maintained that so tar 
as the use of the word “foolish” was concerned, reflection, it any, was on the 
answer and not on the person answering. So it you say that it is unpui lu- 
men tary 1 will certainly withdraw it. But if you say that observations or 
critical observations regarding any particular answer are not to he made, 
I will not press it, I will withdraw it. That is my position. But, Sir, the 
ruling must lu* yours which I will obey. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. S anyal, from what has fallen from Mr. Roy it 
appear* to me that he seems to think that some heat has been introduced in 
this matter. 1 must say that there is no question of heat at all. It is a 
question of the smooth working of the House. As 1 have made perfectly 
clear, it is not a question of the use of an unparliamentary expression alone, 
it is a violation of a rule, viz., rule -15, and T repeatedly brought that to your 
notice. You persisted that you had not violated it: I said that >ou had 
violated it. Still you persisted. And that is why I was compelled to propose 
a step — a very stern step no doubt— ‘-which I would be most reluctant to take 
in the case of any member of this House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If that is so, I withdraw so far as that 
portion is concerned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I accept this, and the matter is dropped. Question 
time over. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance Bill, 1943. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to present the Report 
of the Select Committee on the Bengal Finance Bill, 1943. 
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Ruling on point of order. 

Mr.* SPEAKER: Before demands for grants are taken up, I think 1 
should say something with regard to a matter which relates to Dr. Sanyal 
again, and I am thankful to him on this occasion. I owe an apology to the 
House for not giving my decision on 12th March, 1943, on the question as 
to whether the names of the ITon'ble Judges of the High Courf mentioned 
by Dr. Sanyal in his speech on a cut motion relating to the High Court should 
be expunged from the proceedings or not. 1 have gone through the matter 
carefully and it appears to me that lie mentioned the names of the II on’ bio 
Judges as instances of happy selection and there was no discussion as to 
their conduct as Judges. The mentioning of the names does not infringe 
any law or rule. No question therefore of expunging the names of the 
Ilon’ble Judges of the High Court from the proceedings does arise. 

I should like it to be noted that I do not feel called upon, on the present 
occasion, to give my decision on the interpretation of section 86(7) of the 
Government of India Act. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

43— Industries— Industries. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir. on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor I bog to move that a sum of 
Rs. 17, 83, OIK) be granted lor expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Industries” 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Kpen ker, Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100. My object is to draw the attention of 
the House to the absence of any post-war reconst i act ion luoposals. 

Sir, I would admit at the very outset that development of industries, 
particularly heavy industries, depends to a large extent on the Central 
Government. Tn this tariff laws play a great part and Provincial Govern- 
ment have no control over tariff. Another important factor is freight 
charges which again an* under the control of the Central Government, 
Railways being a Central subject. So we cannot place the entire 
responsibility for the industrial development of the province on the shoulders 
of the Provincial Government. The Central Government also on account 
of its subordination to His Majesty’s Government labours under serious 
handicaps. In fact, the industrial and commercial development of a people 
is inseparably connected with political freedom. We Indians are therefore 
eagerly looking forward to the day when India will attain an independent 
political status. As Bengalees we are not less eager to see that Bengal in 
her own turn is liberated from the Central domination. An independent 
Bengal — in an independent India — is our ideal. 

And I hope the day is not far distant when Bengal will attain the sfatus 
°f a fully independent sovereign state which alone will ensure an all-round 
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economic, industrial and commercial development of the country. It is 
only in independent Bengal that the genius of her people can have a free 
and unhampered play. When we are" our own masters and the proceeds 
of income-tax, the jute export duty and customs are fully our own, when 
we shall have our own Railways, Bengal with her enormous natural resources 
and potentialities is bound to be a wealthy and strong economic unit of the 
world. Whatever ihe future may have in store for us one thing is certain 
that post-war conditions will be quite different from what obtains at present 
and in the race of life that is going apace it is only those people u ho are 
well-organised, sagacious, alert and ever ready to take time by the forelock 
will survive the ordeal of the new birth. Even prosperous England and 
America already on the highest rung of the bidder of social security are 
busy mat living their new social security plans. Can we, a nation of paupers 
on the verge of starvation, afford to idle away our days? If was therefore 
very much expected that the Ministry would disclose during the discussions 
on the budget some of their post-war reconstruction proposals. But in this, 
just as in so many other fields of constructive activity, the Ministry lias 
sadly disappointed us. Even in the limited scope vouchsafed to them they 
could plan a good deal for the industrial regeneration of the province. 
Electricity has already been playing* a major part in industrial development 
and in the post-war world is hound to play a still larger part. Is the Ministry 
doing anything for a province-wide electricity scheme? The importance of 
machine tools can hardly be overestimated. Has the Ministry any plan for 
manufacture of machine tools? Why is the Ministry tinkering about making 
Bengal self -sufficient in respect of cloth, salt and sugar? Is there any plan 
to make our millions engaged in cottage industry, particularly the starving 
weavers, fit to face the post-war conditions with confidence? Is the Ministry 
taking any steps towards the solution of the important problem of nationalisa- 
tion of the key industries? This is the time when a Ministry with imagina- 
tion and drive could lay the foundation of a wealthier and happier Bengal. 
But to ask for anything like that of the present ill-assorted and effete team 
that is playing drakes and ducks with the destiny of the people must be a 
cry in the wilderness. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Its. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries 
— Industries” he reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir I move this motion in order to raise a discussion on the policy of 
suppression of the All-India Spinners’ Association, the Khadi Mandal and 
other allied institutions and stopping the work of these institutions for all 
practical purposes in view of the problem of scarcity of clothing materials. 

Sir, the All-India Spinners’ Association was started with the object of 
introducing the charkha , thereby facilitating the production of khadi — 
hand-spun and hand-woven clothing materials. 

It urges upon the masses to take up spinning as a subsidiary occupation 
for the purpose of utilising the spare time at tlieir disposal. 
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It seeks to give employment to millions of our people who sit idle for 
many months in the year for want of work. The programme includes 
cultivation of long-staple cotton and is being worked out on such lines and 
principles that there is no scope for profiteering and the question of’ unequal 
distribution as between the organisation and its wage-earners, the spinners, 
cannot arise at all. 

It has got IT lakhs of spinners on its roll. In Bengal the number of 
spinners would be about a lakh. The Khadi Pratisthan, the Khadi Mumhil 
and other allied institutions though they have got distinct and separate 
identities are all affiliated to the All-India Spinners’ Association and carry 
out the programme on the same principles under its direction and guidance. 
These institutions have grown up on the sacrifice of a noble band of selfless 
and devoted workers and today the progress made and the success they have 
achieved in course of 15 or 10 years are widely known throughout the country. 

To meet the shortage of clothing materials on account of war conditions, 
these institutions began in right earnest to intensify their work and devoted 
their whole time and energy to increase the production as much as possible. 
This was the opportune time. Sri jut Katish Chandra Das Gupta, the founder 
of the Khadi Pratisthan, with this definite object in view removed to 
Munshirhat, within the Feni subdivision, one of the biggest producing 
centres of Khadi Pratisthan. He manufactured a type of charka made of 
bamboo frame to make it easily available to the poor people at a price, viz., 
5 annas per charka. He distributed seeds for cultivation of cotton. 

A few months after, when evacuation took place on a mass scale in the 
Feni subdivision, he took up the cause of evacuees so that they might get 
adequate compensation. But this the authorities could not tolerate. He 
was served with externment orders which he could not but disobey. He 
was convicted and sentenced to 2 years’ imprisonment. Some of his workers 
also suffered imprisonment for similar offence. Another gentleman who took 
up the charge was also served with similar externment orders. Finally the 
Police took possession of the premises of the Khadi Prathistan at Muushir- 
hat with all the properties movable or otherwise found there. 

Almost all the organisations and their branches, particularly the produc- 
ing centres, have been taken possession of by the Police with the result that 
production of khadi has stopped for all practical purposes and thousands of 
spinners and weavers have been thrown out of employment at a time when 
the food problem has assumed a serious turn and starvation has commenced. 

These institutions grew up without any aid from the Government of the. 
country. The Government showed a callous indifference to these institutions, 
probably because they had been working out the constructive programme of 
the Congress. It is one thing to put some workers under detention in jail 
but it is quite a different thing to close down the institutions at a time when 
the problem of scarcity of clothings has become difficult of solution. 
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Having regard to the present political situation in the country and 
having regard to the scarcity of clothing materials, the Government should 
immediately lift the han so that these institutions may begin their work 
once again. 

The Government is morally bound to give employment to these spinners 
who have been thrown out of employment, and utilise them for increasing 
the production of clothing materials in the country, but the budget does not 
indicate any planned scheme in that direction 

lAauIvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
sum of Rs. 17,8*1,000 for expenditure under the head “4‘1 — Industries — 
Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion on the failure 
of Government to give effect to the recommendations of the Sugar Enquiry 
Sub-Committee, Bengal . 

Sir, the Bengal Sugar Enquiry Sub-Committee was set up in June. 10-10. 
This Committee was represented by various interests such as industrial, 
technical, scientific, agricultural and cane-growers. The terms of reference 
were as follows: — “To consider the position in regard to the production and 
supply of sugarcane in Bengal as well as the manufacture of sugar and sugaT 
by-products and to make recommendations with a view to an adequaic 
supply of sugarcane of good quality at prices fair both to the growers as well 
as to the manufacturers and the marketing of sugar and sugar by-products 
so as to secure a fair and reasonable profit to the manufacturers. ” 

The Committee started its investigations on the line suggested in the 
term* of reference. It issued three sets of questionnaires to the parties 
concerned, that is, manufacturers, growers and the Department of Agri- 
culture. It visited almost all the sugar factories and cane farms in Bengal 
and it thoroughly studied and considered the interests of manufacturers as 
well as the growers from their respective viewpoints. 

Sir, the prospect of sugar industry and consequently of cane cultivation 
in Bengal is very great. Bengal is the greatest sugaT-consuming province 
in India but she has to depend upon Bihar and the United Provinces for her 
supply. The sugar factories in Bengal that have been working are very 
much handicapped due to insufficient supply of cane, its deteriorated quality 
and transport difficulties. The grievances of the cane-growers are no less 
than that of the manufacturers. The question of market, price, weighment, 
trade allowances and cane diseases like “red-rod”, “top-borer”, “stem-borer” 
etc. , is very acute. 

After going into the pros and cons of all interests concerned and of the 
peculiar position of Bengal the Committee holds the opinion that section -T 
of the Sugar Cane Act of 1984 should not be enforced in Bengal at present 
where the conditions are not similar to those of Bihar and the United 
Provinces. Such action would jeopardise the sugar industry in Bengal 
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which is still in its developmental stage. So, to meet the complicated posi- 
tion of sugar industry as well as of the cane-growers in Bengal* the Com- 
mittee has recommended the formation of a Sugar Board iu Bengal consist- 
ing of 17 members as referred to in paragraph 100, pages 65 and 66 of the 
report. Sir, though the Board represents various interests concerned, the 
interest of cane-growers is likely to suffer if the representatives of the cane- 
growers be not at least equal to the representatives returned by the Mills 
and Chambers of Commerce together for reasons stated in the foot-note of 
the report on page 66. 

Sir, in paragraph 161, page 66 of the report the Committee lias 
recommended the functions of the Board. They are as follows: 

(1) The development of sugarcane cultivation in Bengal in the best 
interests of growers, the industry and the province including experiments 
in respect ol variety of cane, manures, methods of cultivation and control. 

62) The format ion of schemes for better organisation of cane-growers 
with a view to fostering the development ol cane cultivation. 

(3) The development and improvements of communications and transport 
facilities for sugarcane, yur sugar and by-products of the industry (the 
member at this stage reached his time-limit but was allowed one minute 
more), and so on and so forth. 

Sir, in conclusion I like to submit that the Committee submitted its 
report in May, 1942, in view of the fact that these recommendations could 
be given effect to before the current crushing season. But this Government 
has failed in its duty to implement the recommendations of the Committee 
for reasons best known to all within and outside this legislature. 

We, on this side of the House, demand that the recommendations of the 
Committee as a whole be given effect to immediately so that w T e can see better 
Bengal, industrial Bengal and agricultural Bengal. 

With these few’ words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, T beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion on 
the schemes for the improvement of the silk industry and the proposed 
control of prices of cocoons and raw silk in the province. 

Sir, w T ith regard to the silk industry in Bengal volumes can be written 
and hours can be devoted to discussion of the various aspects of the question. 
What I w’ould like to invite the attention of this House today to, through 
this cut motion, is the action of the present Government recently undertaken 
to control the prices of silk in the mufassal, the implications of which in 
my humble estimate are very serious indeed not only to the industry as a 
whole but also to the poor producers of silk in the mufassal. Sir. this 
industry has been, as you may be aware, conducted bv a large number of 
cottage growers and agriculturists who sow and grow’ mulberry and produce 
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cocoons. At the stage of weaving also it is the cottage industries that 
predominate in the sphere of silk. For the last two years the Government 
of Bengal had been seeking some measure of control over this industry not 
bo much, in my humble estimate, to improve the industry itself as to find 
the possibility of supplying His Majesty’s Government with cheap silk 
forcibly acquired from the poor producers of silk. In January, 1942, the 
Government of India invited a^onference of Directors of Industries and 
Sericultural Experts of various provinces and invited their suggestions for 
the development of filature silk, that is, silk which can be used in factories 
for uniform production of a certain class of silk fabrics which may* be used 
for parachutes. Several conferences were also held thereafter. In these 
discussions the question of price control was raised and that became one of 
the bedrocks of the discussion. The Government of Bengal through their 
experts had at one stage virtually accepted to introduce this price control 
provided the Government of India were prepared to advance up to Rs. 9 
lakhs for the development of filature industry in this province. Thereafter, 
Sir, conferences were held both here as well as in the districts in which 
varied opinions were expressed and so far as the persons affected by this 
suggestion were concerned the unanimous desire expressed by those in the 
trade and in the manufacture of silk was that there should he no control 
whatever. 

Sir, I have not got the time to deal with the details of various conferences, 
and if it is necessary I am prepared to place facts before the Hon’ble 
Ministers concerned for further investigation. As a result of these confer- 
ences certain suggestions were made to the Government of India for issue 
of an Ordinance, but the Government of India felt unable to take such 
action. They advised on the contrary that if the Provincial Government 
wanted it they could take recourse to section 81 of the Defence of India 
Rules and control prices of silk. Sir, our enthusiastic Director of Industries, 
■who is more enthusiastic for the supply of war materials than for the develop- 
ment of industries in the province, at once took the cue and the present order 
is the outcome of the same enthusiasm. 

Sir, I am afraid there is no case made out for actual control of the produc- 
tion of silk and the supply of silk, and if there is any control necessary it 

is in the interest of the producers and the actual growers themselves. I have 
heard that the prices proposed or the schedule of prices made out were more or 
less on the basis of the 1939 prices and they are quite out of keeping with 

the present scale of prices. The price determined as a basis on which 

Government would work was Rs. 15-2 for “D” grade silk, which was not 
ordinarily produced in Bengal, with 4 annas less for every grade lower than 
that. The present price of silk in Murshidabad I have just got. The report 
of today’s prices shows that the price of that quality of silk ranges between 
Rs. 40 and Rs. 50 per lb., t'.c., Rs. 80 per seer which is proposed to be con- 
trolled at Rs. 15 only. I submit. Sir, that this will seriously affect the 
interest of the poor producers of silk and I feel that when Government is not 
in a position to supply the essentials of life to these poor village agri- 
culturists at reasonable prices, it is not the business of Government to force 
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them to sell their manufactured articles at a price which is not economical 
to them at the present moment compared to the present-day prices. 

Furthermore, Sir, I am afraid that interference of this sort will have 
serious repercussions on the handloom industry of the province, because the 
silk will be entirely controlled in the interest of a limited number of filature 
owners who would not sell the yarn to the poor village weavers or handloom 
weavers of the mufassal. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed to 
continue for one minute more.) It will also have effect on the mulberry- 
grower, because if the mulberry-grower does not get adequate price for 
mulberry he will switch back to the production of other food crops or other 
money crops. And, Sir, from the experience that we have had during the 
last three years of slight improvement we think that the cultivation of 
mulberry will again be meeting with a serious setback. Roughly speaking, 
from 20,000 acres in 1927-28, the cultivation of mulberry dropped down to 
10,000 acres in 1937-38. but, Sir, during the last three years it hus looked 
up and gone up to nearly 13,500 acres in 1942-43. The proposed control is 
likely to cause serious setback on mulberry cultivation. Representations 
have been made already to Government in this connection, and I have 
suggested that a conference should be called by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge and the present control order should be withdrawn and if it is found 
impossible to withdraw the order at least Government will see their wav to 
revise the price level and maintain the present market level of prices. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr* J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA! Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — 
Industries — Industries" be reduced by Rs. 100. J move this in order in 
raise a discussion on improved cocoons and improved silk filature 

Sir, the question has become very important indeed today having regard 
to the dearth in the supply of yarns, both silk and cotton yarns. If Rengal 
at, this time could organise an adequate supply of silk at reasonably moderate 
prices, to some extent, the question of providing clothing for the people of 
this province could be solved. My friend Dr. Sanyal has mainly spoken 
with a view to criticise the control order which has just been promulgated. 
Of course, when he objects to the fixation • of price below the ordinary 
economic level, there are grounds for legitimate objection, but he has also 
indicated that there should be some control in the interest of the cocoon- 
growers. One cause for the decay of the silk induslry is that disease-free 
cocoons have not been used. There has not been any check in the quality 
of the cocoons which are being reared. Kashmir has greatly improved 
the silk production by introducing State control for the purpose of distri- 
bution of disease-free cocoon seeds of improved variety. It is necessary 
that our Government should also take steps, and in this respect I may 
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venture to suggest that a control o£ the distribution of good quality cocoon 
seeds will be to the benefit of the cocoon-growers and the greenage system 
should be introduced as early as possible. 

I do not agree with my friend Dr. Sanyal in his criticism of the 
Director of Industries. I think— and I know after personal discussion with 
him — that the Director of Industries is trying to fix the price of the silk 
yarn at a rate which will prove economical, which will encourage higher 
grade of silk manufacture and which will not make it impossible for those 
who use silk yarn to carry on their business of manufacture and sale of silk 
goods. Just as a price below the economic level is to be avoided, similarly 
abnormal fluctuations in the price of yarn hit the cottage industry on silk 
as also the men in the silk trade very much. What is necessary is that 
there should be a steady price level at which different grades of yarn will 
be available. I am sure Government of this province will no longer neglect 
this problem but will attend to the needs of the cocoon-growers, to the 
needs of the silk-reelers and so arrange supply that the cottage industry 
silk weavers may get their requirements, and others — I mean the various 
silk mills — also may get the supply and take full advantage of the present 
market 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit icsuined hi< 
seat.) 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before 1 move the cut motion 
standing in my name I would like to say a few words on the cut motion 
moved by my honourable friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan criticising the 
absence of any postwar reconstruction proposals. We have already 
indicated that we consider that it is a serious criticism against the budget 
that it contains no signs that Government are giving any consideration to 
the question of postwar reconstruction. Difficult problems will arise when 
many war workers, civil defence workers and others have to be demobilised 
and the small industries which have been encouraged by war orders are 
forced to close down through the cessation of war orders. In our opinion 
Government should now set up a planning machinery which assisted by 
expert advice can devise measures to relieve the difficulties which are bound 
to arise when the war is over. 

Now. Sir, I beg to move t li at the demand of Rs. IT ,8-1,000 for expenditure 
under the head “4*1 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 

move this to raise a discussion on the inadequacy of the provision for the 
Department of Fisheries. 

For years this party has been urging Government that in the Bengal 
fisheries lay a source of national wealth which was untapped and which 
Government should do everything possible to develop. In the 1941 budget 
the decision to revive the Department of Fisheries was at last announced 
but it was not until May, 1942, that a Director of Fisheries was secured, 
and it is apparent that he had to enter upon his duties without sufficient 
staff or adequate funds. We criticised the provision of Rs. 1 lakh in the 
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budget last year for the Department of Fisheries, but what are we to say 
when we find that only Rs. 34,000 of this provision has been spent ? Of 
this Rs. 34,000 a substantial proportion must presumably represent the 
salary of the Director of Fisheries, the balance presumably represent the 
staff and the equipment which have been given to the Director. We would 
like to know what staff and what equipment have been given to the 
Director. Has he, for example, been provided with a motor launch ? And, 
if not, what steps were taken by Government to secure a motor launch for 
him? Is it seriously believed that with a provision of Rs. 34,000 in the 
current year and a provision of Rs. 53,000 in the next year’s budget the 
department can be of any value to develop the fisheries and to improve* the 
supply of fish ? 

Since the decision to revive this department was taken, the question of 
increasing the supply of fish both for urban and rural consumption has 
become most urgent and important. It should be a part of the Govern- 
ment’s “Grow More Food” plan. It should in fact be treated as a war 
problem and there should be no limitation as regards funds. So far us we 
can gather from publication in the Press the Director’s activities have been 
confined to giving expert advice and encouragement to the development of 
local tank fisheries and to investigation into questions of river fisheries, etc. 
The real question which should be receiving the attention of the depart- 
ment is the development and marketing of the main inland and sea 
fisheries. We all know that there is an abundance of fish in the Bengal 
fisheries: w f e all know' that fish is one of the most important articles of diet, 
but yet fish in Calcutta and in every other urban centre remains expensive. 
I have pointed out before that the main reason for this is that fishermen 
are being exploited by numerous middlemen. For example, the price paid 
to fishermen for rcfkt in Bakarganj and in Noakhali is about Rs. 8-12 per 
maund if less than two seers in weight or Rs. 13 per maund if over two 
seers in weight. In Calcutta the same fish is sold at Rs. 00 per maund. 
The first object of the Department of Fisheries should be to break the 
financial ring which is exploiting the fishermen so that on the one hand 
the fishermen will receive a fair price for his fish and on the other the 
consumer will be able to buy fish at a reasonable price. Today it is 
necessary to organise the fishermen themselves — to organise them into 
co-operative societies which would he able to do their own marketing and 
thus cut out the middlemen. The fishermen must in fact be treated in the 
same way as the agriculturists. They must be rehabilitated in the same 
wav as the agriculturists and organised. For this purpose adequate staff 
must be found for tlie department. If it cannot be found in Bengal, which 
I do not believe is the case, it must be found elsewhere without delay. We 
w r ouid sugge>t, however, that this is a matter in which the Co-operative Depart- 
ment and the Marketing Officer should co-operate, and that it is a simple 
matter for the Director of Fisheries to give a short course of training in 
fishery work to a selected staff of this department. We would also urge 
that a course of practical and theoretical training in fishery work should 
be introduced in the Agricultural Institute at Dacca. Government, in our 



298 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[16th Mar., 


opinion, should make every possible effort to train the staff as quickly as 
possible for service in the Department of Fisheries. We understand that 
some fishermen’s co-operative soceities, as have been organised by the 
Co-operative Department in the pa$t> have not been a success. But we 
suggest that this need not be the case if properly trained staff is devoted to 
the purpose. 

Similar conditions apply as regards the Sundarbans fisheries. We 
understand that at one time as many as fifty motor launches plied supplies 
to Calcutta from the Sundarbans fisheries. The fishermen received some- 
thing a few annas a maund and the fish were sold at Rs. 10 a maund in 
Calcutta. Competition by middlemen was so fierce that close mesh nets 
were used and small immature fish were caught. This business has now 
been stopped on account, of military restrictions against motor launches. 
We suggest that Government should now take up with the military 
authorities the question of relaxing the restrictions so that a few motor 
launches which may have survived may resume the trade. But we are 
told that if Government are successful, licences should be granted under 
very definite conditions both for the protection of fishermen and for the 
protection of the consumer. Moreover, it should be a very definite condi- 
tion when this trade is resumed that nets with less than a 2" mesh are 
prohibited. It appears to us, however, that Government have decided that 
the scope of this department must be restricted and that its funds must be 
limited for the period of the war whereas in our view Government should 
have taken an exactly the opposite view, namely, that the scope of the 
department should be extended as quickly as possible and funds placed at 
the disposal of the department should be unlimited. 

One other minor point which I should like to mention relating to the 
Tress statement issued by the Director of Fisheries is that a number of ice 
factories have not been able to work full time for want of oil and that there- 
fore sufficient ice was not available for the preservation ot fish. Since fish 
is a part of the food problem we would suggest that Government should take 
up immediately with the oil companies the questiou of priority supplies to 
these factories. 

In conclusion, Sir, as I have already stated, I would suggest to Govern- 
ment to consider the main objects of the Department of Fisheries in its 
present circumstances, namely, the rehabilitation of the fishermen, the 
improvement of the main inland sea fisheries, and, the most important of 
all, the organisation of a marketing system for the fishermen which will 
eliminate the middlemen w r ho are exploiting the fishermen and I have 
indicated how necessary staff for this purpose’ can be taken. We are not 
satisfied with the present objects and scope of the department; we consider 
that the allotment made in this year’s budget is entirely inadequate and 
we would like to know whether the Government are prepared to develop the 
Department’s activities along the lines I have suggested and also whether 
they are prepared to place all the additional funds which may be necessary 
during the current year at the disposal of the department. 
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Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Industries” be reduced by Rs. J00. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion on the problem 
of scarcity of clothing materials and the failure of the Government in that 
direction. 

to fa? *U*Twn sfcqi ftfTO w TOrtRrfr? tfTO 

*rfar frofc faf *t«ft sfan * 1 tocto yr to shafts i Ssrfa fa 
TO 1 

#far*tTO ^ftra cw ’tfrro ffa c g^ fa stre 

sttoto ^fTOFF*;i i 4TOi ^ toi fasts r *rft ^rfa 

TO tr^TTOfasi 4 <f TO c*"fi i ?ri k\a far TO? 

TOI TZ fall TO ^.17 fat ^rt^T <3RR£TO t5<5 *]5S> TO I ’faw 

^r*T fen faf w rs ffr^rttro TO crfd^ TO to* i fw cro* kig 

^ c r ^fa ots (Tr^^f vie* ^rtfan **tMT r^i fast^tre i ^tTO 

<n »ito ^ *tfa? fatro c t ^ftrc tor ^ i to 

?T*t<r r 'rr^rr 3 ^cto *tfrots to; wr TO ; otto to 

*n ^ifosr /no cro ^ fas ^froi «rftt®r faj <sra ’fro c*t& oftcs to ; fa? 

TOTO ‘^frocs faj ^RrK TO) to Tn | itoto ^ r$c*T ^ w* 

T 5 TO 51 TOit^ *T 1 fa? ^T TOt TO < 3 TRT I TOR 

*fft*ftrro TO sri fa 1 ? ^tro: TO to i 

^wcto crot toto *r;«fn croft to i TOn cro to >groFi 

I tJTTO TOITO ’TOS1 CTOft TO’ TO; CTO CTO TOR TO JJ$1 

rrr, ^3 m i tfrro^ TO*ftf 53 to:to *k*ji crofr i TO 

7 fi|^ ifim CTOt^ TOtffa I fa?H 

<afa c^rs i ^Mtc=r^ ?ra, ^si s ^ 

TO*t ^F 5 t^ ^tfan (TFfaTO I TO faf S^*f?r ^ 

go \5tc^ c^pfr ^Prft^F qtTOr ^mr i ^^rtfaro ^r?n, fafc?^ ^51 to/s 

's to§ TO^i *n 1 ^«n croft ^T5p 

'^tto ^: v l§ ^ ^r^fa TO"^ 5tTO *=ri 1 ^ 

TrtT to ^fa /3 ^t^rr 1 ^r-TO 7 i to OTt^St R^r ^1 tfrors c^r 

^Fi^r? to*Tff ^ ^c«t ft 1^*1 fac^ ^t=rftTOi §TO ^ 1 !ffwfa^ ’srfaTOfa 
W^TT ^ITO ^1^1 TO TITOJ ^PR W^fa tTRl ^tft^R 6 ! 

to ^ftrs 1 ^ ^ S^TO? ^rPrft^F 

^ fa? far ^rtro rtrri 1 

^t51 TOl ^fSftr.<5 ’tt'STn TOT F5®*f ^fa c?*f^ €tfai 

^FtTO ^ftu 5 TO^t ^1, ^1 ^fiiOTs ^ftr<n {tor TO ^1 1 ^ 

^110* jf% V\ fcl4l fTOft I ^TRtUf^ ^5 ^^flft'S 
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C*TfaWI 3ft 810 C^1®1 333® f%f353 5? *553 3MI3 5f3 ftfll 3p|3l »ff® I ifTt3 
S*t3 53«1t3 3313 33 ffS'® ^31 *033 3l53 53 333T fwft3 •5tlff#l3 5F*1»3 ft1%^ 
trfs&F? 3t33s, 3l®t53 ft#!'-; S^Csftsf pt5f3 Defence of India Rulesil3 3353 
'3 ^1®<535‘iM % 'jift.'s 3f®3l 33i 5$3i ftffl55 I 4$ 3335‘t 3t?3t3 gin 5 33 s 
c? IFF '31515*3 S^ftsrn i^re v^3l55 i 4 ! i*3Yt3 3®r vr&j, 

3®T 33t5^3 ^33f3l35 £ t3 cT5Wt ft313‘1 333 Hi* fi 3rf35t5 5^53 &13 §V3 53* fir? ? 

3533 4$ 3\3T51 31553 ^3THJ 3Tft-ft''l53 ; S 35'ft ^r-f filTV? I ft”? 5*5* fa 

3 t 3 i ^mi^r* 3 fft ^styfin f% 3 *ft 53 <51513 S*mr fV ^tsr 3ft 3551*5331 3 ftt 5 i *11533 ? 

jrftfwft jRwtft * 1355 , >rs4 ?fy#i3 o>i» , t , 's w >iv3 3fsn3 *fft:253 

^firai c^ft ; ft*? w *ttfhr ^Tt? 353 T 3 «fts 1 % «ft 3 i 553 *51515*3 Jtror 53*313 
5F«n ? -5*ft3i553 fi? ^ra ’sfvtm fi®53 35333 3?f sft ? s%rcsr*r ft* 3 £ i33 
sfyim srsren ftsrfi®* %3 w? <a^| 353t53i"4 *f53i53 ®ft53 ®ftc5 *11^533 
t5fy|5n w®n ft3l35 £ l tsfr 513 3a, <515(31 ^-jIvb'Iw *ft< <5fr 5t3 3p[ i 5lft- 
f*53 “fc? ®»n 5* ; <ft ® »fi ? ” *P* ?|1%*rft<5 vtcsc? i 

<srlft T37tfare 5ft *11315*3 3i 's ®Pl#t5*3 3wi ft3t35 £ 13 srt '4® <53 ft ftr 
3rft5®553 ? *it33i ft5s?3i 53<M>m vftsrs ft* 3 s ftft5® <ttft, ft*? 3W5*3 31 
'Q ®Pl%l fft <5t5f3 'Sit® 3T371 333 I 313 31 *1t533 3fir3 *15* ?W1 f*31 

*33331*1 333 33F3 I 

*33f5*3 5*5*1 3e ®1<fl3 313, ®l5tf*353 315131 f331 3lS-PtSr7f 5 i#tP^ 
w, =m trMmaPt^ 3V ^%i ^ftrr fw3. ®fn wrt ^rw^n 

fir] 1 ‘!tt#f#fa M333' 35TT 'SftSf 3t33 3%^ I 3ttft '-r^fl^ftTF -3331^13 

?ffi 'StVRfl sStVlOT prestiges ^31 oPnil 5331 '3 #3-f»ISH7F 333^#! f3^ ^%1 
3=^533 33T3t3«tSR i^3 I '®ttpT f35^ ^ ^ 3^33 V$CZ 3t^tW 135^3 F3T 33tf3 
f%Pt 31 I '<H5 33>f3 CSTC3 ''ttf%31 M33? 0 3 £ 1?1 *tf%^pr ^f331 ^S 3tl3 33 tf3t5 
3 r f33tf53t3 I 

<4^ vsNI 3531113 3533 '3ot3 <j3«f 5Ft3C5 'SRT 5^133 '8155, 3f%31 353 

3"l3 31 I ■5f5 s t'5 3 r £ i? 53 3«IT$ 3^3 3tf3 f3*Jt3 3^ 31 C3 3i‘5^ ®tV(31 ?ST< C3t3 
«fft3 s t3 5Ft3533 31 3ff353i 3t533 I 3# t%f 3 ; f3'Ci 31533 S51513 5581 33R 
3rl3t3 ^5313 I 

3f«tl 3f%31 'artfSr '3W3 tpst3 S33lPfo 3ff35^f| I 

Mr, J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 17,83,000 
for expenditure under the he«d “43 — Industries — Industries” he reduced by 
Rs. 100. I move this in order to discuss the policy. 

The industrial policy of the Government as it is shaped now requires 
greater scrutiny. The plans and schemes that have been introduced leave 
ample room for progress. The end of war may not be the end of the period 
of sweat and tears for us. But India will be free and India’s freedom should 
ultimately mean freedom from fear and want for her people. Our people 
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are the most want -ridden and, therefore, fear-ridden people of the world. 
Industrialisation is needed not because we want merely to substitute house- 
made products for foreign imports, but primarily because we want to give 
our people relief from the soul-killing struggle for the dearest subsistence. 
The most effective way of enabling our glowing population to maintain 
itself until the necessary adjustment of our economic life can be carried out 
is to help them to produce for themselves as much as possible. They require 
initiative and enterprise of which the cottage workers themselves are not 
capable. This aspect of matters has not received any attention of the present 
Government. But this is a line of development which has to be tried. It 
will require co-operative unions, one of each group of eight or nine villages, 
which produce commodities for the needs of their own members. They 
should produce not only their own cloth, but grow their own vegetables, 
produce their own oil, honey, milk, ordinary articles of furniture, match, 
and a few other commodities. The details of an organisation for this 
purpose have to be thought and worked out, but it should have as its objects 
the conversion of available labour power into goods which can and should be 
consumed within the small co-operative units. Village markets are very 
limited and products of local industries cannot be disposed of in those local 
markets. Therefore, there should be an organisation to set up warehouses 
and marketing for the protection of the co-operative units. If the existing 
small and village industries now producing for the market are to be 
maintained and more are to be created, the State has to take measures for 
their protection and development. These industries have to be protected 
and, if necessary, to be subsidised and their technical problems solved for 
them; their products have to be standardised and sold and, what is most 
important the producers have to be given a square deal, in order that they 
may earn good wages and may not be overworked. In one word, the State 
has to aid all small scale und cottage workers. Special measures for the 
protection and development of small and cottage industries are needed 
because they hold and will continue to hold for a fairly long time an 
important place in our economic life. There may be various difficulties on 
their way of progress — the most important of these difficulties is that of 
finance. The amount of capital required for a small scale industry is too 
small to merit attention of the bigger capitalists; and banks also tend to 
show indifferences to the claims of the small scale industries. All this makes 
it exceedingly difficult to find capital for small scale industries, but the need 
for finance is urgent and undeniable. The only way this can be met seems 
to be by the creation of special industrial banks which will liberally advance 
working capital and capital for the purpose of improvement and extension of 
equipment to the small scale concerns. State aid in the form of loans 
awarded by the Department of Industries is not enough. It is only a 
banking institution run on business principles, but having the small scale 
industries at heart which can adequately perform this function. With these 
words. Sir, I resume my seat. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on 
this demand for grant, not so much for censuring the Government as to 
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make certain suggestions regarding the right policy which the Government 
should follow for the industrial regeneration of the province. 

I have closely followed for some years past the activities of the Depart- 
ment of Industries and my intention today is to invite the pointed attention 
of the House and of the Government to the need for reorganising the 
department and for a reorientation of its outlook. As you are aware, Sir, 
this department originally formed a part of the Munitions Board set up 
during the last war, but a regular and permanent Department of Industries 
was sanctioned by the Government in 1920, and it was placed in charge of a 
Director of Industries. This was done on the recommendations of the 
Indian Industrial Commission who, however, wanted the Provincial Depart- 
ment of the Industries to function as a live body. But the recommenda- 
tion of the Commission that the department should be reorganised and that 
its activities expanded was not acted upon on the plea of limited financial 
resources. This plea of the lack of adequate finance can, however, be 
no longer put forward for the inactivity of the department, as will appear 
from the increase in the total budget of the department from Rs. 4 lakhs 
in 1920-21 to Rs. 10*8 lakhs in the present budget. 

The avowed object of the department has been the promotion of the 
industrial development of the province, and while large industries which d< 
not presumably come within its sphere are strong enough to look after theii 
own interests and cam disregard the existence of the department, the same 
cannot be said in regard to the medium, small and cottage industries. 

I would like lo know uhat specific services have been rendered by the 
department for the development of the industries. In a monogram on “A 
Five Year Plan for the industrial Development of Bengal,” published in 
1937, the present Director of Industries had emphasised the necessity of 
aiding the development of the minor industries of the province. Though, 
however, he had made -some noise with his so-called Five Year Plan, nothing 
tangible has yet been done. In any case, I am frankly of opinion that the 
objectives visualised at the time of the creation of the separate department 
in 1920 are yet a matter of dreams and ideals. While before the war had 
started, the department had been following some routine affairs, it has now 
become a big contractor for the supply of war materials. Even this new form 
of activity has not enabled the department to justify its existence, as the 
object of the Government of India in placing war orders through this 
department was evidently to stimulate the development of cottage and small 
industries. 

While on this point, I would like to draw special attention to a very 
peculiar order recently issued by the Government of Bengal, presumably 
under the inspiration of the over-zealous Department of Industries. The 
war, by withdrawing foreign competition, provided a brilliant opportunity 
for developing our sericulture industry and placing it on a stable footing. 
While, however, the department' has been sitting tight over the recom- 
mendations of the successive Tariff Boards, for the development of this 
industry, it has lost no opportunity, in its anxiety to placate the Central 
Government, in placing one more noose round the neck of this industry. 
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Only recently, the Bengal Government bv invoking the aid of the Defence 
of India Rules promulgated the Bengal Silk Control Order, 1942, and thereby 
secured the priority right to purchase silk from the producers or traders at 
prices fixed by the Government. It passes my comprehension why the price 
of silk of all things should be controlled. Silk is not such a thing like rice, 
atta, salt or kerosene, essential to the life of the community. It caters to 
the needs of the richer sections of the community who have greater buying 
capacity, while on the prosperity of this industry depends the well-being of a 
large number of people engaged in the production of silk which, as you 
know, is carried on the cottage industry basis. If the owners and workers of 
these cottage industries were getting a bit higher price for their products, 
we should not grudge them, least of all the Government should. But the 
Government thought otherwise and promulgated the Control Order, so that 
they might buy silk at a lower price for supply to the Government of India. 
The Government of India are spending 2 crores a day for the war. His 
Majesty’s Government and oH^r allied Governments are also making large 
war purchases in India. The : payment of a little higher price involving in 
tlie aggregate a few lakhs of rupees to the growers, reelers and handloom- 
weavers of silk would have made the slightest difference to their huge war 
expenses. The Control Order, therefore, seems to be unnecessary and 
uncalled for and can be explained only by an uncanny desire on the part of 
the Director of Industries to supply silk to the Government of India at a 
low price that has led to the promulgation of the Order. Silk is not 
manufactured in Bengal alone. I would, therefore, like to know whether 
any such Control Order has been promulgated in any other province of 
India. 

The war dislocated many of our industries, especially in the matter 
of supply of raw materials and chemicals and coal and transport facilities. 
The difficulties have been more so in the case of smaller industries which are 
mostly unorganised and with which the children of the soil are more 
intimately connected. Big industries like jute, tea and coal are organised 
enough to keep their houses in order. They have sufficient resources too to 
manage their own affairs. But the same thing cannot be said of the smaller 
and cottage industries. Last year in course of the Budget Discussion I drew 
attention to this aspect of the matter. But I would like to know what the 
Government have so far done for the removal of these hardships. They 
ought to have foreseen such a situation. Even when their attention has been 
drawn to the probability of such a situation, they have not done anything % 
appreciable to improve the situation. The department will not do anything 
on it* own initiative, nor will it move when its attention is drawn to the 
things it should do. That the war would strain our railway transport system 
to the utmost was a foregone conclusion. Petrol rationing also made road 
transport difficult. It was therefore essential for the Government to devise 
ways and means for the development of inland water transport facilities for 
the incarriage of raw materials and outward despatch of finished articles. 
But what have the Government done? Again, I would like to refer to the 
matter of £ood-supply to the industrial population. The last air-raids on the 
city scared away the labouring classes. For a few days the industries were 
20 
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paralysed as it were. Last year I suggested that the Government should 
maintain a Labour Registry, in order that labour may be transferred from 
areas where there is a surplus to,, areas where it is urgently needed. But 
where was the Department of Industries then? Did it ever enquire what 
were the hardships caused to the smaller industries by these raids? What 
attempts did it make for rehabilitating these industries? 

As a matter of fact, the Government have absolutely failed in respect of 
its industrial policy or lack of industrial policy. They are indeed fighting 
shy of schemes of far-reaching consequences. The Government have no 
doubt appointed an Industrial Survey Committee as far back as 1938. It 
is desirable that this committee submit its report at an early date. Be that 
as it may, even the interim recommendations made by the committee, such 
as the formation of a Sugar Development Board, have not been given effect 
to. How long it will take the Government to come to any decision 
Providence alone knows. It is due to "wgnt of breadth of vision and 
imagination that the Government are unable to take any action on the 
recommendation of the Survey Committee. I only hope that the Govern- 
ment will take courage and implement them. 

Lastly, before I resume my seat, I would like to refer to another aspect 
of the matter. It is well known to you that the war has placed the Indian 
industries in a quasi-monopolistic position by removing foreign competition 
for the time being. What advantage have the Government taken of this 
temporary protection? Indian commercial circles have also been pressing for 
a promise of post-war protection to those industries which have now been 
started to meet Government as well as civilian needs, if Indian indus- 
trialisation is to become a reality. I know that the determination of tariff 
and protection is a Central subject and as such beyond the purview of the 
Provincial Government. But under the Constitution Act of 1935 industries 
are a Provincial subject. The Government of Bengal therefore cannot 
completely shirk their responsibility in the matter. Although they have not 
the final say in the matter, certainly they have the right to place the public 
viewpoint before the Government of India. I should, therefore, like to 
know what have been the recommendations, if any, made by the Bengal 
Government to the Government of India in this matter. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to say a 
few -words with regard to Government’s policy of coal industry with special 
reference to coal control. Every member of the House is aware of the 
abnormal rise of the price of domestic coal at Calcutta. 

This abnormal rise of soft coke was due to Government’s defective policy 
of coal control. I do not know if the Officer in charge of the Provincial 
Coal Control possesses knowledge enough about the problems of the coal trade 
and the intricacies of the movements of coal in the province. It is regret- 
table that he did not care to consult the Soft Coke Cess Committee or the 
coal organisations in this matter. 

Sir, I come from the subdivision of Asansol where there are a large 
•umber of collieries and I have some first hand knowledge of coal industry. 



1943 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


305 


In Calcutta stations the normal arrival of soft coke is about 10*000 tons 
per month and there are about 150 to 200 railway depots in the city. The 
retail town depot-holders draw their supply from the importing depot- 
holders of railway siding. Due to the scarcity of wagons on account of 
military activities the price of coal began to rise and since January, 1943 , 
Government took charge of coal control for civil requirements. 

In Bengal the Director of Civil Supplies took charge of distribution of 
wagons to the depot-holders and it was expected that provincial quota for 
coal would be distributed in an equitable way. But unfortunately the 
Officer in charge of Provincial Control distributed the quota in such an 
inequitable and indiscriminate way that it resulted in disorganisation of 
normal system of supply and hence the scarcity of coal arose. The other day 
the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca made a statement accusing the colliery- 
owners for the scarcity of coal in Calcutta, but he did not disclose the fact 
that in allocating quota to different depot-holders, scanty regard was given 
to railway figures of import of soft coke wagons by the established depot- 
holders. 

vSir, the fact is that due to favouritism and nepotism of the Officer or 
Officers in charge of Coal Control a large number of new depot-holders sprang 
up who had previously neither any coal business nor coal depots. It. was but 
natural that collieries hesitate to make contracts with these newcomers in 
the field of coal trade. Small collieries have also been affected by this 
indiscriminate distribution of wagons. 

There is another side of the picture, Sir, the said Officer or Officers 
summarily cancelled the quota of several respectable depot-holders of long 
standing reputation each of whom used to bring per month 100 to 150 
wagons of coal to Calcutta without asigning any reason for such action."* 

Sir, before I resume my seat I earnestly request the Government — 

(1) to make enquiry about the allegation of inequitable and dis- 

criminatory distribution of quota to the depot-holders; * 

(2) to stop departmental corruption in the matter of distribution of 

wagons ; 

(3) to consult the Soft Coke Cess Committee and the representatives of 

coal organisations in fixing up distribution programme; 

(4) to set up an Advisory Committee with the representatives of 

consumers and coal organisations to assist the Director of Civil 

Supply. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have only five 
minutes’ time to speak on silk industry. Sir, recently an ordinance has 
been issued for the control of silk. The India Government did not think it 
proper to improve this industry for a pretty long time. In January, 1942, 
the India Government decided to purchase silk for military purposes mainly 
for making parachutes and for other purposes and there was a conference in 
January, 1942, when the price of rice was Rs. 8 a maund and then the 
conference, thought fit to fix Rs. 15-2 per lb. In January, 1943, when the 
price of rice went up to Rs. 24 or Rs. 25, i.e., three times, Government did 
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not think fit in the interests of the military that the price of silk should be 
increased. Sir, I do not suggest that we should not favour the military 
authorities with the .supply of silk.^ The Bengal Government should adopt a 
policy ensuring supply of silk to the Government of India, but we are not 
prepared to allow the civil population, the agriculturists and the poor people 
to die and ask the Government to fix the price of silk at a rate lower than 
the market rate. Today’s market rate of Murshidabad silk which Govern- 
ment require for military purposes is about Rs. 50 per lb. and still Govern- 
ment has not thought fit to increase the price from Rs. 15 to Rs. 50 per lb. 
The price is only one-third of the market price prevailing today. In Bengal 
there is a silk committee composed of members from the silk-growing 
districts, namely, Malda, Murshidabad, Birbhum, Rajshahi, etc., but that 
committee was not consulted. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : That is out of 
date.) That committee was not functioning then nor does it function now. 
The Industries Department is an autonomous body within the sphere of 
provincial autonomy under the Government of India Act, 19-35, but it has 
never tried to improve the industries of the province. 

Sir, we do not say that we do not want to supply silk to the military 
authorities, but it must be at a reasonable price. Let Government come 
forward and fix a price of rice at Rs. S per tuauud. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: They can’t.) They are helpless, but whenever anything is 
required for the military, it must be taken and at a very low price and not at 
the market price. But when the civil population have to purchase tilings, 
they will have to do it at prices higher than the market prices. 

Sir, we do not support this measure of Government. We appeal to the 
Hon’hle the Chief Minister — as the Hou’ble Minister in charge is absent 
today — to look into the matter and set up a committee with the members 
from the silk-growing districts to fix a reasonable price so that the interests 
of the poor growers are not hampered by this Government, otherwise it will 
not be ^possible for us to support this measure of Government. So I appeal 
to the Hon bio the Chief Minister to look into the interests of the silk- 
growers of the province. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is not my intention to 
deliver a long speech, but I think that I ought to make a statement on the 
question of policy to which reference has been made in the speeches delivered 
this evening. 

Sir, I will take up the question of fisheries in the discussion of which 
specially my friend Mr. Walker has made a very useful contribution, and 
although his remarks have taken the form of condemnation by giving a list 
©f what Government have not done, I think it is my duty to give a brief list 
of what Government have actually been able to do. 

Sir, Bengalees are proverbially a fish-eating people and Englishmen also 
are great fish-eaters. Therefore, it is in the fitness of things that this 
.subject should have been dealt with with such force and with such precision 
by my friend Mr. Walker. Scotchmen also are good fish-eaters and there is 
a great ring of fisheries all around Great Britain. 
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Now, Sir, the question of fisheries and the improvement of the fish 
industry has been engaging the attention of Government for a very long time* 
During my own lifetime, I have found several instances in which definite 
efforts have been made by Government to set up a Fishery Department if 
only for the purpose of increasing. the supply of fish to the Calcutta market, 
but it so happened that the efforts that had hitherto been made have somehow 
or other proved futile. I thought that in this Department of Fishery there 
was a great possibility for Bengal, and I took the journey to Madras to 
study the question on the spot and we appointed a Madrassi gentleman, who 
was supposed to be one of the best fishery experts in India, to explore the 
whole position and to submit his report. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : He 
recommended Htlsa fish for tanks!) In that case he made a mistake because 
they have not got Hilsa fish in Madras. Now, Sir, as soon as the report 
was received, we proceeded to set up that department. We appointed 
officers. I admit that that department has not yet been fully organised. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Why has the scheme been abandoned?) The 
scheme has not been abandoned. (I)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal: But no money 
has been provided.) I will tell you why. The scheme was adopted by 
Government just about a year ago and when we were going to set up' this 
department in full, there came the denial policy which interfered very much 
with the movement of boats and we could not get fishermen to attend to their 
own business even, far less to take up the duty which we thought should be 
assigned to them if we wanted to make tin's experiment, successful. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That was as a result of your own policy.) 
Running comments by I)r. Sanyal upset the link of my thoughts. So far as 
the details are concerned, the Minister in charge will give the House what 
we intended to do and what we could not do. 

Sir, the whole point is that we have not been idle. We have been trying 
to bring experts from all parts of India and although we have not shown in 
the budget a big allotment, that does not mean that we are not prepared and 
that we will not be able to spend money a« soon as we have a full-fledged 
department set up. We have not allotted a big amount because we do not 
know whether in these abnormal times we will be able to make much 
progress. 

Sir, as the House is aware, there are three kinds of fisheries to which 
our attention will have to be directed. There is, first of all, the bay fishery 
•or sea fishery, then there is river fishery and, lastly, the fishery in the 
Sunderban^. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : Can’t you make it a part of your 
“Grow More Food” campaign?) It must be a part of the “Grow More 
Food” campaign. It is not exactly true that we have not been doing any- 
thing, and we propose to go ahead and the suggestions that have been made 
by my friend Mr. Walker will be fully taken into consideration. We will 
see that we do something to remove the complaints made in the House. We 
will really % do something substantial and we shall see that the supply of fish 
is increased. The reason why we do not get good fish and sufficient fish in 
the Calcutta market is that there are more men coming into Calcutta than 
we can bring fish into Calcutta. People are congregating here. Far from 
people running away from Calcutta in consequence of the air-raids, my own 
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experience is that more men are coming into Calcutta this year than there 
has been for some years past. The population here is increasing by leaps 
and bounds and it is very difficult to keep pace with the insistent demand 
for fish. 

Then, Sir, there comes the question of iced fish. We do not get ice, 
particularly in those parts of Bengal where there is fish in abundance. This 
difficulty is going to be removed and arrangements will be made to supply 
ice so that iced fish may come to Calcutta from those places. 

Then, as regards silk business, I am grateful to my friend Dr. Sanyal 
for having drawn our attention to the issues involved in the scheme for the 
improvement of silk industry adopted by Government based on a policy of 
control. 

Now, Sir, I will not go into details, but it appears from the speeches 
that have been delivered by the leaders and the representatives of all sections 
in this House including the members from jute-growing districts t hat there 
^ is a great apprehension that the policy that has been adumbrated by 
Government may deny reasonable prices to silk-growers. That is not, Sir, a 
political question at all. It is a question of the silk industry, and on that 
point we can all agree that steps will not be taken which would hamper the 
industry in any respect. Sir, we are to supply silk to the Government of 
India for war purposes. We must, therefore, see that there F enough silk 
supply, and for that purpose we must take all the steps that should be taken 
in order to ensure that supply. It seems that the policy that lias been 
adopted by Government does not commend itself to the majority of the 
members of this House. From that point of view we propose to examine the 
position. If it is found that it needs revision we will take steps to revise 
our decision in order to see that the difficulties that have been referred to 
may be removed. But if it is found that the control over the silk trade 
should be maintained during the period of the war for enabling supply of 
suitable quantities of silk for military purposes this Government will make 
every effort to ensure reasonable prices to the producers of cocoons and raw 
silk. For that purpose Government will consult the committee of technical 
experts, representatives of the silk trade" and members of this House from 
the major silk-producing districts. In any case, Sir, I hope that the 
assurance I have given will remove all doubts as to our intention to secure 
favourable prices to the silk-growers subject to the supreme necessity of 
supplying silk for military purposes. The Minister in charge will make a* 
full statement, and I do not propose to take any more time of the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, I have 
heard with rapt attention the speeches made by honourable members regard- 
ing industrial development in the province of Bengal. I fully agree with 
them and Government also do agree that it is high time that the industry 
must he developed throughout the province and the province .should be 
rapidly industrialised. Bengal being an agricultural province, we find that 
the pressure of population on the land is so heavy that unless we find out 
subsidiary occupations for agriculturist Labour we shall be faced with 
starvation and it will he very difficult to save the people from a great 
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catastrophe. So it is by industry and the development of industry that we 
can supply subsidiary occupation to the cultivators, and the Government are 
trying their best to find out ways and means to explore new avenues to 
develop the industry. As you will see, Sir, the initiative is taken by 
Government. I must also say that it is not Government alone wlyoli can 
solve the problem absolutely satisfactorily. It requires the fullest co- 
operation of all sections of the general public, in order to take up cottage 
industry in rural areas of Bengal, and I hope the House will agree with me 
that simply blaming the Government and asking the Government to do 
something in this direction will not suffice. Honourable members have got 
responsibility on their shoulders to see that cottage industries may be started. 
Some such industries may be started if subsidiary occupation is to be given 
to both male and female population of this country in every household. 
Before referring to the various points raised by honourable members, I shall 
take up the question of silk industry and the control of silk, which I believe 
is under the serious consideration of almost all members of this House, and 
I find honourable members are agitated over this matter of the control of 
silk. So I would explain here why this control has }>een adopted, and what 
led both the Central and the Bengal Governments to adopt, this control 
during the period of the war. For our own part, I am sure, this control 
was not introduced in Bengal before 1942, /.<*., before the Japanese actually 
entered into the war, and took possession of Burma and other neighlwmring 
countries. Then it was the question of the defence of Bengal, and every- 
one thought that Bengal must be defended first before every other matter 
was considered, and it was with that end in view that the control was 
introduced as a war effort. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That was done not before but after the 
Japanese conquest of Burma. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: That might 
have been done after the Japanese attack, but it was under consideration 
from before. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, we beg of the Hon’ble Minister 
not to bring in irrelevant issue and cloud the main issue. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I am not 

clouding the issue, Sir. I am explaining the position. Regarding the 
control scheme, there is a general misconception about the real object under- 
lying the move, in order to establish the industry on a secure and progressive 
basis. It is true that the controlled price is much lower than the prevailing 
market price, but I would request the honourable members to take a realistic 
view of the situation as it is and as it will be in the post-war period. 
Before the outbreak of the war the prevailing silk prices were far below the 
controlled price and there is no room for doubt that as soon as the war will 
cease and foreign competition will reappear, the prices will sag. So we are 
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to follow a policy ^hich may secure to the silk-workers substantial benefits 
out of the war and at the same time safeguard them against the precipitous 
depression in the post-war period. We shall have to take into consideration 
such steps and we will allow price io rise to a certain extent. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Can you prevent the rise in price of any 
other commodities? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, please put your question to the Hon’ble 
Minister after the conclusion of his speech. . 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The second 
objective may be achieved only if we can (/) improve our productive machi- 
nery as also the quality of our products, and {it) capture a larger market than 
we had previously. Jt was to achieve these ends that we decided to accept 
the offer of Rs. 9 lakhs from the Government of India for the improve- 
ment of silk production in Bengal through the machinery of adequate 
organisation and to control silk prices. By this decision we are going to 
achieve a substantial expansion and improvement of our silk industry from 
the stage of cocoon-rearing to the stage of silk-reeling and thus lay a 
secure foundation for the future stability and progress of the industry 
in all its aspects. We have already achieved considerable improvements 
in the organisation for effective cocoon-rearing and now under the present 
scheme in operation with the help of India Government funds, it will 
be possible for us to develop the filature industry to a sufficient extent 
so as to produce standardised silk for the international market. I may 
state for the information of the House that nothing but graded and 
standardised silk has and will have an effective demand in the international 
market and this was the most serious drawback from which the industry 
suffered. Now under the new organisation, Bengal has begun to produce 
superior quality of standardised silk which is commanding a steady 
demand not only in this country but also in the British and other foreign 
markets. Since the British Government have given us a definite under- 
standing that they will receive our entire production at stipulated prices 
during the war and even one year after the war, it means that our silk 
industry has now an assured international market for a period w T hich may 
extend to years and also enters upon a very welcome period of steady growth 
and improvement. 

As to control of prices referred to by my friend, Dr. Sanyal, viz., 
Rs. 15-2, it is not correct. The Government of India has been moved to 
raise the price according to the cost of living standard of the cultivators or 
growers, and I can make a statement that prices will be raised and that 
cultivators, growers and labourers will be saved on that account. Of course 
the stipulated price cannot be allowed to rise higher at this stage. Silk 
is essentially necessary for parachute cloth and other war materials. 

As for holding the Conference we will consider that point later. Sir, 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got anything more to add to what has* 
already been stated by the Hon’ble Chief Minister, Khan Bahadur? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he sticks to the assurance given by the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Certainly 
I do. 

The motion of Mr. J. N. Gupta that the demand of Rs. 17,83,000 for 
expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Industries’’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sarat Chandra Mukherjea that the demand of 
Rs. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Industries’* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was put and lost. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: In view of the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. J. R. Walker that the demand of Rs. 17,83,000 for 
expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Industries’’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. J. C. Gupta that the demand of Rs. 17,83,000 for 
expenditure under the head “43 — Industries— Industries’’ be reduced by 
Rs . 100 was then put and lost. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to my motion (No. 26) 
I follow the lead of my friend Mr. Walker and beg leave of the House to 
withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 17,83,000 
for expenditure under the head “43— Industries— Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion .of Mr. Hafizuddin Choudhuri that the demand of 

Rs. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43— Industries— Industries’* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 

Rs. 17,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43— Industries— Industries’* 
be reduced* by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the demand of Rs. 17,83,000 
for expenditure under the head “43— Industries— Industries” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman that a sum of 
Rs. 17,83,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Industries” was then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

43 — Industries — Cinchona. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 12,25,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Cinchona.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 12,25,000 for expenditure under the head “43— Industries— Cinchona” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion 
on the schemes for increased production ot quinine and cinchona cultiva- 
tion. 

Sir, at this fag end of the day and with hardly any time at our disposal 
all that I would like to state in moving this motion is that we want the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to give us an account of what the Bengal 
Government is doing in regard to the extension and rapid extension of 
cinchona cultivation and the increased supply of quinine for the province 
of Bengal. 

Sir, we have seen oh’ and on certain Press reports about negotiations 
that this Government had with the Government of India in this connection. 
These reports have given us the impression that the interests of Bengal 
have been sacrificed in some important respect in coming to an under- 
standing or agreement with the Government of India. We would like to 
know from the Hon’ble Minister in charge a full account of the position 
and also we would be delighted to hear from his lips the assurance that, 
so far as the minimum quota for a malaria-stricken province like Bengal 
goes, he and his Government will ensure adequate supply of quinine for 
this province. I feel, Sir, that in the matter of extension of cultivation 
of cinchona all that could be done has not been done and is still not being 
done, although on this we have on previous occasions given detailed and 
definite suggestions as to how improvements could be effected. There are 
two directions in which such improvements are urgently, called for. The 
first is by the introduction of what is known as the Russian method under 
which within a short period of three years we can get’ sufficient growth of 
all classes of cinchona plantation from which fairly good production of 
quinine may be obtained. The second important direction in which 
improvement is urgently called for is by permitting the plantation of 
cinchona on private enterprise. I am sure. Sir, that if cinchona is not 
kept under control and if the production of cinchona is encouraged through 
private enterprise, there would be large increase in the production of 
cinchona in the province, particularly within the large areas that many 
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tea gardens have arranged to keep within their jurisdiction. Sir, the time 
has come when bold and drastic steps should be taken. 

I am also aware of another direction in which Government attention 
should be directed, namely, the possibility of substitutes for quinine, but 
that is a matter which will come really under the Medical Department and 
we shall direct our attention to that department when the time comes. 

I would like through my cut motion a complete statement of the policy 
of Government to be laid before the House, so that we may and the country 
may ascertain how far the present Government has been maintaining a 
policy of providing maximum supply of quinine for the malaria-stricken 
parts of this province. 

With regard to the distribution of quinine, I would not take up that 
question here. That is a matter probably under the “Public Health” 
budget which we would deal with in due course. Today, Sir, we would 
like the Hon'ble Minister in charge to give us an account of at least the 
provincial quota of distribution on an all-India basis which we believe 
comes under the jurisdiction of his department. 

With these words, Sir, I move the motion standing in my name. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand ot Its. ]2,2’>,(I00 for expenditure under the head “43 — industries — 
Cinchona’ ' be reduced b\ Its. HIM. I move this in -order to raise a discus- 
sion on the failure of Government in the matter of supply of quinine and 
in the matter of putting a stop to the practice of profiteering going on 
without interruption. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir.^fOTlOTt OTCI *iOTOT-Tif? ^TOTOT '3 OTM STl^OTl OTlCS I TO OT 
4f% «fRt<ri tTtfa ototOTot Mrs vt eOTOT fi-OTOT =fOTi ’FfcrvJsi Sfartrei 
eotott ^nr5rf%*rr^ *i<j tpr^r fVs fetasfr i 4* =rrrf*t to* ct to 

OTtfro to »ttfiRi tstri foOTm toi 1 e? TOOTffon ct OTOTtm 
to jot; ^fortes eotot ?ie?p; ^rfs 1 irrtOTffarOT Sw ot 

&*l nTi I f~TO TOTO J|4OT Ot? ^TOlISf Radium*]* TO 

lijn '3 ■rstOTfr r?-Ti giTtrtcs 1 toitot rmtt 

^rOTfOT* toFOT' ’tdf&rsRi ?TO 

'3fct?iri *£i<f1 OTtr?* I OT ft? tgT* «trsfn *OT if] I Dispensary 

Qf%TO, f®?t# OTtS OTOTFOT OTfE ’3 OTOT5* OT ’tfeOT pOT-tOT-T ’itmOT 

TOI ^[54(4 3FfTOl pOTlCS I TO* ^mtfif-sM 4? ^OTN qT-1 Tfifttl ?P5E 

’’ffttlOT *4* "JOT | fro =3TfOTlr^ TOt*OT TO<OT‘i? >iOTf EOTf* SfFsftfa 

4i3OTS#l OTM OTlrTOtOT r?4TI 'STtOTOT I OTtS? 't'TP? OTOT 

^OT TfaCE’ ’ftOT-T OT? | n44fl TOT TO? r?CSCf, ftOTOTi* OTTO ?OTN I 
®tEI fTOttsn OTtOT OT I ftcsPCr *OTOT?P if TO V-T3 * fOTf TOOTI'i ^fi'CE 

OT-qOT I fTOOTTOT EOT TOOT<OT HT frf TOi V<F pOT I Artis'? OT *tfiOTOT TOf?* 
\s OTtfow? EOT i tot ’ntTOffTOT* TOfro r?<n otto OT#te viters i 
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(Trfrr «4 ?f trcT* S'sc* *t5<Fit«fcr ^$?t$T?? tot ^ano 4^<fi 
*Pnrtc?n i ^<3 Rtf? srtf? c? f 0)5 tot ^ ctfts t$?j$? TO3?i >m ?cv i steronr 
?VC? Quinine bisulphate 4?’ Quinine byhydrate 

^ttec'Q i ^< 1 ?^ ^$tTO Mttfrtr ?$?n ^farotro ?Pnn 

^tRtocs?? 3 ?c? ?c? srro tpsiii ^fTObt i tot ^ 

*J*T 5 PPf Jfif to f% *$?tt? wots wrote* Rftrofro y$$n *tfro? ? to r$ro 

TO?^f V^TTI fTO*ft $?TOtC3T3 TOTO 5- W? RTO^lft Controller y^Tl 

WFlft CTO? TON ^TOCS? I ?C?T ?T?T 3.lt>ft C^Ul \ wfTOt?! ^3 TORi*!' «ltf%- 

TOtr^t? tttoi c*r*fi TO i fro to?to: fog to c?*h TOtoc^?i i "TO? 3 *f TOrfa 

TO? ?f? *£foPi* TOtTTTT focTO ??? TOl TO? y?, (foftsr? TOftTTT ?fo TO WTOto 

toi ?sr? v? #fa?-TOcTO' >i#T ?^?n ?tvr?i toi c*rf %rore tstvfcro* to 

To! fo to?v$c??i ? ^??tTOTO %t$?i stfaro c? c?i%? ?tft? 5 * 1 ? 

TO? TOv‘1 fo <qfo?n f^lTOTO ? TOf? TOCTO ?rfo TOftTO f*f? TO ?tft TOTOTN? 
4?*fr ton y^i topkirn tor. TOforo^j Rtfopfto TOfox?? *rfos TOjItot" ^froi 
CTO STO f?TO c f TOT I f?TOTO CTOtTO^TCRF ?tfR^ fwi TOTT TOR TO? I TO?1 
?c? ?fo roft? y$?n ^FfTotc? fo£ stm fo?i §?c? c?N “iro? toto to 
TOI ^TOl fo?f?&7$ CTO ft TOtC^ TOT TO? TOT ?V3f 4?* <srfec*p5 I 

Mr. 8ERAJUL I8LAM S Mr. Speaker, Sir, much has been said about 
the scarcity of quinine at the present moment, I should like to draw the 
pointed attention of the House about the pitiable condition of the poor 
private medical practitioners in the mufassal. Some time ago I remember 
it is about six months back — I represented the case of some practitioners 
of my constituency practising in the mufassal villages to the highest 
authority in Writers’ Buildings about the scarcity of quinine. At about 
that time they were buying quinine at about Rs. 200 per pound in the 
market. I brought the matter to the notice of the authorities and they 
gave me the hope that the matter would be considered. I saw them once 
again and then they assured me that the case would be considered after 
some time. Then I got an official letter from Writers’ Buildings asking 
me to advise those practitioners to apply to the Collector of the district, 
assuring me that the Collector would be in a position to supply them with 
quinine because sufficient quantity of it had been placed at the disposal of 
the Collectors of the districts. On the authority of that letter I advised 
my friends to apply to the Collector. I remember this was about three 
months from now. But it is astonishing that no action has been taken on 
those petitions. They are getting no reply, they are getting no advice or 
no quinine in spite of repeated takids as to whether they will get quinine 
or not. 

Sir, we are perfectly aware of the condition of the private practitioners 
in the mufassal that without quinine, specially in the time of malaria, it 
is very difficult for them to carry on with their profession and to help the 
people in distress. I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister in charge, 
in view of the assurance that we got from the authorities <5f Writers’ 
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Buildings, whether the Collectors are really in a position to give quinine 
to the practitioners at controlled price. If it is yet available there, we may 
take necessary steps to advise the practitioners in our constituencies to act 
accordingly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, let 
me first answer the points that have been raised by my friends Dr. Sliarat 
Chandra Mukherji and Mr. Serajul Islam. 

Sir, it is known to everyone in this House that after the fall of Java 
there had been scarcity of quinine not only in Bengal but throughout 
India. So, the Government of India called a conference and in that 
conference it was decided that the stocks that had been purchased by the 
Central Government before , the fall of Java and the productions of the 
provinces of Bengal and Madras would be pooled together and the total 
stock would be allocated throughout India. It was also decided in that 
conference that considering the stock that was in hand and that was to 
come year after year in the hands of the Central Government, only 75 per 
cent, of the normal consumption of the past three years would be allocated 
to each province and state. After that certain schemes had to be made 
and the Government Quinine Rationing Scheme was only published in 
Government Order No. 4397 A.R.P., dated the 23rJ November, 1942. 
According to that scheme the Government of Bengal went on allocating 
according to the respective consumption quota of quinine for districts by 
instalments. The first instalment of 5,000 lbs. was allocated to the District 
Officers on the 31st December, 1942; the second instalment was distributed 
on the 11th February and the third instalment was given on the 18th 
February, 1943. The third instalment of 12,870 lbs. was the biggest quota 
allocated to districts and no complaint has yet been received after that 
about the shortage of quinine. It is our estimation that there would be 
no shortage of quinine in any district for the coming two or three months. 
All the complaints that have been made on the floor of the House relate 
to a time previous to these allocations. I hope, Sir, that after the district 
authorities have selected the retail dealers in the union boards and towns, 
the difficulty that is now being felt as regards the supply of quinine will 
be very much minimized. Of course, as there is shortage of quinine all 
around, some difficulty will be felt, but not to the extent as had been 
experienced before the third allotment. 

Sir, as regards doctors, it has been felt by Government to be very 
difficult to allot every doctor with any amount of quinine as there are so 
many doctors in the province. But doctors are free to prescribe medicine 
with quinine as quinine can be had from the retail dealers selected by the 
district authorities. That is all that we can do under the circumstances. 
We shall have to go on with this shortage and improvise schemes as circum- 
stances permit. Of course, the allocation part of the scheme has now been 
transferred to the Public Health Department, and I shall place the diffi- 
culties of tlm doctors, if there be any, and ask the Public Health Depart- 
ment to -enquire into the matter thoroughly and if they can help them in 
any way or if there be any better solution, I shall ask them to look into it. 
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As regards the main points* raised by Dr. Sanyal, I shall reply one by 
one. He wanted a kind of rapid extension of cinchona plantation. 
Evidently, he means the Russian planting method. I may say for the 
information of the House that the Russian method is nothing but planting 
the plants more thickly than we have actually been doing up till now. 
There is no separate class of species, as Dr. Sanyal has said in his speech. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: I have not said that.) You said about a 
separate class. There is no different class or species for the Russian method. 
It is the same plant, but we have to plant them more thickly. Under the 
ordinary method, we plant cinchona plants 4 ft./4 ft. apart and under the 
Russian method we have to plant 2 ft./2 ft. So we shall get four times 
the number of plants by the Russian method in the same area. 
(Dr. NalinaKsha Sanyal: How many varieties?) Perhaps that question 
does not arise. 

Sir, I may tell this much for the information of the House that the 
Government of India requested us to extend the area of our cinchona 
plantation by 700 acfes more than our normal plantation. 

Sir, I shall place a few facts for the information of the House about 
the stupendous nature of the task of building up nurseries. In order to 
plant 700 acres by the Russian method, we require 56,000 nurseries, each 
6 ft. by 5 ft. This means a total of 38-58 acres in the form of prepared 
nursery beds. Not only that. The nursery beds cannot be selected unless 
there is assurance of continuous water-supply. For that purpose we had 
to wait until the rain was over and there was great difficulty in selecting 
the nursery sight. Our present view from general experience is that 
nursery to that very great extent is very difficult to find out, but we are 
trying our very best. And although we may not be able to fulfil the scheme 
of extension of 700 acres we shall come very near to that figure. 

Apart from the difficulties of selecting nursery sites and of finding 
out proper sites, there are other difficulties about building materials. One 
of such materials thought suitable for the purpose is golpata. We require 

2.02.000 maunds of yolpaUi and we tried to get it from the Sundarbans, 
but the military authorities did not allow us to get it from there, and we 
have to think of other materials. 

Then there was the difficulty of securing labour. We require at least 

4.000 more labourers for the Russian method of plantation alone. 

Sir, in spite of all these difficulties the managers, the assistant 
managers and the superintendent of cinchona plantations have worked hard 
and have given us an assurance that they will be able to complete the 
plantation of about 660 acres. 

Sir, it was an arduous task and we have tried to do our utmost in this 
direction. I hope we shall be successful in planting about 700 acres by 
the year 1944. At present we are building up nursery structures and 
going on with that work as fast as we can. 

The next point that has been raised is that we have sacrificed the 
interest of Bengal in that conference to which I have already referred. 
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I shall place facts to repudiate that charge. Up till now the cinchona 
plantation of Bengal was producing 45,000 to 50,000 lbs. a year. Under 
the agreement that has been entered into not only by Bengal but also by 
all the provinces in India we are to get 75 per cent, of our normal consump- 
tion. Our normal consumption has been estimated at 90,000 lbs. a year. 
This year we have got 75 per cent, in the reserve field and 18,000 lbs. in 
our unreserved field for 7 months. By calculation we find that we have 
got 75 per cent, or the full quota. Now, if we consider that we have got 
75 per cent, of 90,000 lbs., it will be evident that we are getting more 
than we produce up till now. 

In the current year we are of course growing more because we a*e 
exploiting some of our overmature plantations, and we shall get 60,000 lbs. 
We expect to get as much in the coming year, but after that we shall not 
be able to maintain that pace and our production will decrease. So, if 
we take a long-term view it can be said that we have gained by that agree- 
ment and have lost nothing by that. 

Then, Sir, Dr. Sanyal has referred to private enterprises. Up till now 
we have got only two otters from two companies. The terms of one 
company was such that no Government could concede to. Besides, there 
is one initial difficulty. Suitable lands for cinchona plant is so limited 
that we cannot give up any land from our own plantation area; there 
might be lands elsewhere, but it is very difficult for the department to say 
whether that land will be fit for cultivation. It has been proved in our 
departmental experiments that at a particular place after the plant has 
thriven for two or three years suddenly it deteriorates and dies out. So 
we cannot give any guarantee to any third person whether any particular 
piece of land in any part of the province will be suitable for cinchona 
cultivation. There are lands available and if the companies themselves 
examine those lands, start their own plantations there, we can make 
arrangements to give such lands to them for cinchona plantation and also 
help them with seeds, but we cannot undertake to give them any sort of 
financial guarantee or otherwise help them. 

As regards the question of securing a substitute of quinine, I may 
inform the House that the Government of India, realising that there is a 
most acute shortage of quinine, have placed orders with America for 
Atebrin. The latest news that we have got from the. Centre is that 
America is ready to supply us with 80,000 lbs. of Atebrin as we wanted 
from them. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Is that quantity meant for 
Bengal?) No, that is for the whole of India. When we will get that I 
hope we shall* be able to induce the Government of India to allot a bigger 
quota than has been decided at the conference. This is the position, Sir, 
and it will *be evident that the department has done all that could be done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about the Shaw Wallace’s 
distributing contract which has been terminated? 

The Flon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The contract has. been 
terminated. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why did not you take credit for that? 
Has the contract been completely cancelled and that Company’s business 
in quinine completely stopped? 

The Hon’blt Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Last year we supplied 
50 per cent, of the quota to Shaw Wallace and Company because of shortage 
of quinine and there was some outstanding quota that was due to that 
Company. They will finish selling that quantity by the 30th March and 
if there is any quantity still left out, they have decided to hand it over 
to Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question is that we understood 
that by the time Shaw Wallace’s contract was terminated, whatever stock 
of the undelivered quota Shaw Wallace had will be taken into account and 
there will be either payment of a compensation to them for the loss of 
commission that they had suffered or quinine would be supplied to them 
instead. Am I to understand that instead of terminating the contract 
straightaway involving, if necessary, payment of commission, Government 
allowed supplies to be continued even after the contract was terminated, 
thereby permitting Shaw, Wallace and Company to sell quinine in the 
market at an exorbitant price after the latter part of September? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, the position is 
that the contract really was determined in September but, as I have already 
said, we supplied Shaw Wallace with 50 per cent, of our agreed quota and 
so they had the right to ask for the remaining 50 per cent, for sale. We 
took legal advice and our advice was that Shaw Wallace had the right to 
enforce that contract because it was on our asking that they consented to 
take less supply, that is, 50 per cent, less supply than they were entitled 
to. We could compensate them, but that would have done this province 
no good financially. So we supplied them the rest that was due to them, 
and as soon as they have sold olf that quota their contract will terminate. 

As regards price, I may tell my friend Dr. Sanval that the allegation 
that Shaw Wallace had sold at high prices is absolutely baseless. We 
fixed the price and under the contract they could not go over that price. 
The price of Shaw Wallace is Rs. 37 per lb. and we also from our Govern- 
ment Quinine Depot are selling it at that price. 

As regards' the high price of quinine in the market, it is certainly not 
Government quinine. It is quinine imported before the fall of Java by 
third persons, and we have no control over it. I think that has been 
practically exhausted by now, and the Government quinine will be the 
only quinine in the market. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The Hon’ble Minister stated that the District 
Magistrates have been given the authority to distribute quinine in selected 
districts. Are we to understand that the practice of placing quinine at 
the disposal of post offices for sale is going to be discontinued? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes, that is so. 



1943.] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 319 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon’ble Minister said that the 
medical practitioners in villages might prescribe quinine and that quinine 
would be available locally. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister to inform this 
House whether arrangements have been made * by Government to appoint 
agents in each union to sell quinine on behalf of Government, and if so, 
whether it is a fact that after the agents had been appointed the District 
Magistrates again issued orders directing those agents not to dispose of 
the quinine until further orders, and my last question is whether the 
District Magistrates have withdrawn this last order prohibiting the agents 
from disposing of quinine and whether quinine is now being available from 
the agents appointed by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, that is an informa- 
tion which cannot be answered straightaway without enquiry, but the 
position is that the District Magistrates have been authorised to select 
retail dealers and sell quinine through their agents. 

The motion of Dr. Bharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 12,25,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 12,25,000 
for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Fpendra Nath Barman that a sum of 
Rs. 12,25,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Cinchona” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-40 p.m. till 3-15 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 17th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


21 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
17th March, 1943, at 3-15 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushkr Ali) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 154 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Compensation paid to the ejected tenants of Khasmahal lands at 
Kalimpong. 

•161. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNC: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(/) the names of the Khasmahal tenants of the 14th mile, Kalimpong 
subdivision ; 

(//) the acreage of lands acquired belonging to each of them; and 

(iii) the compensation paid to them by the Government P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the method adopted by 
the Government for paying compensation to the tenants for the Khasmahal 
’mds resumed by the Government ? 

(r) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that the tenants of the 14th mile were 
ousted from their lands where they had been staying for two or three 
generations? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting adequate compensation to the 
tenants? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE and JUDICIAL DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee) : (a) A statement is 
laid on the Library Table. 

(6) Principles of compensation have been laid down in Appendix XIII 
of the Crown Estates Manual, 1932. 

(c) Some of the tenants were holding the land for over one generation. 
Out of 24 tenants only six had huts built on them. 
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( d ) Adequate compensation has already been granted according to the 
rules. 

( e ) Does not arise. 


Jurors of the Rangpur district. 

*162. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department aware of the fact — 

( i ) that there is no arrangement by Government for the lodging and 

boarding of the jurors attending the sessions courts in the district 
of Rangpur; and 

(ii) that the jurors have often to put up in the same public hotels along 

with the parties concerned P 

(i b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (?) Yes. 

(??) Government have no information. 

(b) The mattei will engage my attention. 

Debt Settlement Boards in Nator subdivision. 

•163. Kazi ABUL MA8UD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be pleased 
to state — 

(?) the number and 1 names oi Debt Settlement Boards that are at present 
functioning within JNator subdivision ; 

(?’?) the number of cases pending in the respective Boards; 

(???) the number and names of Debt Settlement Boards that have been 
abolished within Nator subdivision; and 

( iv ) the number of cases which were pending for decision in the respec- 
tive Debt Settlement Boards before their abolition P 

(6) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the fact that the records of the 
Kalam Debt Settlement Board have been destroyed? 

( c ) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased ^to state — 

(?) the date of destruction ; and 

(ii) the steps the Government have taken or propose to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS and AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan): (a) A statement is laid on the 
Table. 



322 


QUESTIONS. 


[17th Mar 


(b) No, the records were stolen. 

( c ) ( i ) The date of the theft — 17th September, 1942. 

(«) The Board has begun to reconstruct the lost cases. 


a Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 163. 


Serial 

No. 

(i) 

Names of Debt Settlement 
Boards now functioning. 

(u) 

Number 
of cases 
pending 
with each 
Board 
now func- 
tioning. 

Serial 

No. 

. 0 H) 

Names of Debt Settle- 
ment Boards abolish- 
ed. 

(iv) 

Number 
of cases 
pending 
with each 
Board 
at the 
time of 
abolition 

1 

Madhnagar 

74 

1 

Brahmapur 

12 

2 

Khajura 

58 

2 

Halsa 

36 

3 

Sukash 

71 

3 

Baraharishpur 

16 

4 

Dahia 

221 

4 

Tebana 

33 

5 

Italy 

111 

5 

Chhatni 

32 

6 

Kalam 

* 

6 

Dighapatia 

34 

7 

Churamanbati 

66 

7 

Bipra Belgharia 

30 

8 

Chamari 

89 

8 

Patul 

30 

9 

Sherkole 

70 

9 

Kafura 

79 

10 

Singra 

51 

. 10 

Hatiandah 

4 

11 

Chowgram 

31 

n 

Jamnagar 

21 

12 

Chhatardighi 

158 

12 

Arbab 

24 

13 

Ramanandakhaj ura 

334 

13 

Bagatipara 

78 

14 

Panka 

50 

14 

Lalpur 

18 

15 

Joari 

63 

15 

Gouripur 

77 

16 

Duari 

54 

16 

Walia 

13 

17 

Nagar 

78 

17 

Chongdhupail 

29 

18 

Bamankola 

141 

18 

Dayarampur 

108 

19 

Dharabarisha 

163 

19 

Chandipur 

95 

20 

Nator Special 

212 

20 

Chapila 

87 

21 

Gurudaspur Special 

76 

21 

Chowmuhan 

39 

22 

Nator Co-operative Sj>ecial 

580 

22 

Gurudaspur 

67 

23 

Lalpur Special 

122 

23 

Naz.irpur 

14 




24 

Beaghat 

32 




25 

Majhgaon 

32 




26 

Gopalpur 

134 




27 

Bilmaria 

24 


•Kalam Debt Settlement Board is reconstructing the lost cases. It is not possible to give tfc 
figure at present. 


Appointment of Forest Officers from the Muslim community. 

*164. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: { a ) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge c 
the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statemei 
showing — 

(i) the present number of — 

(1) Foresters, 

(2) Deputy Hangers, 

(3) Rangers, 

(4) Senior Rangers, and 

(5) those in Indian Forest Service; and 
(it) the number of Muslims in each category? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Rangers that have recently been promoted to th$- 
Gazetted rank ; and 

(n) how many of them are Muslims? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state whether the Communal 
Ratio Rules are maintained in these services? 

(<1) If the answer to is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

uO Is the Hon’ble Minister consideiing the desirability of appointing 
Muslims to the vacant posts as required under the Communal Ratio Rules? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): (a) A statement is laid on the 
Table. 

{b) (/) Three. 

(u) None. 

(c) Yes. 

{( i ) Does not arise. 


(e) The Communal Ratio Rules a 
to the Subordinate Forest Service. 

re followed in making direct 

recruitment 

✓ 

Statement referred to in 

reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 164. 

Total 

Total number of 

Name of service. 

Svbodinate Forest Service — 


number of 
officers. 

Muslims in 
each 

category. 

(i i Foresters 


212 

;5 

(2) Deputy Rangers 


59 

10 

(3) Rangers 


74 

13 

(4) Senior Rangers 


2 


(5) Indian Forest Service 


15 

1 


Grant of seed loans on “Sawai system”. 

*165. Mr. DAMBER 8INCH GURUNG: (a). Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to lay a state- 
ment on the Table showing for the current financial year — 

(i) the* total amount granted to the agriculturists under the “Sawai 

system” for seeds; and 

( ii) the amount granted to the different districts? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any amount 
has been given to the Darjeeling district? 
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state the reason 


( d ) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting seed 
loans to the district of Darjeeling this year? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: (a) A 

statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Room for expansion of the area under paddy in the district of 
Darjeeling is small. 

(d) Yes; of vegetable seeds. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 165 . 
(a) (i ) — Rs. 10,(50,833-5-6. 


— The 

district figures are shown below — 


Rs. 

a. 

P- 

1 . 

Rajshahi 


. . 

42,016 

10 

3 

2. 

Malda 



25,873 

0 

9 

3. 

Din aj pur 



41,724 

4 

6 

4. 

Pabna 



8,632 

11 

3 

5. 

Bogra 



15,953 

0 

3 

6. 

Rangpur 



62,819 

10 

6 

7. 

Jalpaiguri . . 



23,523 

0 

9 

8. 

Dacca 



70,610 

0 

0 

9. 

Mymensingh 



1,35,839 

4 

6 

10. 

Tippera 



65,908 

10 

1) 

11. 

(Chittagong 



772 

4 

3 

12. 

Noakhali 



47,865 

11 

9 

13. 

Bakarganj 



68,282 

11 

0 

14. 

Faridpur 



5,688 

8 

0 

15. 

Howrah 



35,661 

13 

9 

16. 

Hooghly 



31,022 

5 

6 

17. 

Jessore 



72,104 

1 

3 

18. 

Khulna 



31,600 

14 

0 

19. 

Marsh id abad 



41,956 

7 

3 

20. 

Nadia 



26,753 

8 

0 

21. 

Bankura 



76,507 

14 

0 

22. 

Birbhum 



42,859 

1 

0 

23. 

Midnapore . . 



43,381 

1 

6 

24. 

Burdwan 



43,476 

11 

6 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will t lie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stot e what is the reason for such a small grant to Khulna which is 
declared to he a surplus district as compared to the district of Bakarganj 
which is given Rs. 68,000? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: This loan 
or grant was made on the requisition of the District Officers. Of course, it 
might be that Bakarganj has got a larger amount than Khulna, but as there 
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was no necessity and no demand from Khulna, Government did not feel any 
necessity for supplying any larger sum. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the 24-Parganas have been left out from the list ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Because no 
loan was distributed there. 

Starred Question No. 168. 

(After starred question No. 1(58 was called.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: If I am to answer for 
the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca I shall have to ask for further information 
from the department. Up till now I have not been able to elicit any 
additional information except the question and the printed reply thereto. I 
request you to hold over the question till the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca 
comes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We protest against this, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our protest is recorded, but it is unfortunate that 
things like this should happen. It the Hon’ble Minister says that, what can 
I do? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : You will see that Government is 
forced to make some arrangements. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will again ask the llon’ble the Thief Minister to see 
that things are managed properly. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Parliamentary Secretaries 
used to give answers when the Hon’ble Ministers had not been able to give 
them. May I suggest that you will see that the Parliamentary Secretaries 
give these answers as previously? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the Thief Minister. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Recommendation of the Special Officer on Fatka market. 

51. Maulvi MD. ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether Government coa- 
template to give effect to the recommendation of the Special Officer on Fatka 
market within 1943? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when and in what 
shape it is to be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Following 
up the recommendations contained in Professor Todd’s Interim Report 
Government asked him to undertake a further enquiry into the actual working 
of the Jtfte and Hessian Futures markets from March to December, 1942, 
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when both markets were open. From his Second Report embodying the 
results of that further enquiry it was- clear that the original enquiry into 
the Futures markets is only part of a much wider enquiry into the whole 
marketing organisation of the Jute Trade both in Calcutta and in the 
mufassal. Professor Todd is now preparing a further report on the whole 
position. Meantime both Jute and Hessian Futures markets have been 
moribund since January, 1942. 

Under these circumstances Government feel that it would not be advisable 
at present to undertake a comprehensive and far-reaching scheme for the 
reorganisation of the whole marketing system of the Jute Trade. Any such 
scheme must await the return of more normal conditions, probably after the 
War. 

In the meantime, however, there are a number of minor reforms which 
would go far to remedy the worst abuses of the former Futures markets 
and which could be undertaken at once by the authorities of the two 
Exchanges on their own initiative. The attention of the responsible bodies 
has been drawn to these matters and should they show no willingness to 
take appropriate action the Government will have to consider the whole 
position very carefully, if any proposal is made to reopen either of the Futures 
Exchanges. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

XVII — Irrigation, etc. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Go\ernor, I beg 1o move that a sum of Rs. 48,13,000 
he granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — Working 
Expenses — IS. — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary 
Revenues — 18(1). — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage Works — B. — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 08. — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works/’ 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, 
etc. , be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
on reduction under “Contour Survey — North Bengal/’ 

Sir, after the debate on food problem lasting for full four days, I shall 
try to be as brief as possible. 

In area, Rajshalii Division is about a quarter of the province and 
possesses probably the best land also in the province. Gwing to her 
geographical position having the Himalayas to the north, the Jumna and 
the Padma to the south and east and to some extent to the west she has 
somewhat peculiar needs and problems which require serious attention. She 
has her his with stagnant water to be drained out ; dried up and dying rivers 
to be resuscitated and last but not the least and the most important is her 
flood problem which on an average destroys half the produce of her soil every 
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year. If permanent bunds with a few sluice gates are constructed at certain 
places and lock gates at the entrances of a few streams and rivulets much of 
this kind of destruction will come to an end. 

Every district has a tew local projects and there are also a few inter- 
district ones. Raima has a.s much as six such projects with plans and 
estimates ready under the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act hanging for the last 
22 years. In some preliminary expenses were incurred and guagc reading 
gone through with money contributed by villagers. One of these projects, 
namely, construction of a lock gate at the entrance of Kinu Sircar’s join was 
fortunate enough, at my intervention, to get an allotment in the budget for 
the year 1938-39 but the expert opinion, at the end, stood in its way and it 
was decided that without a contour survey of the whole division, anything 
done would be “technically unsound”. 

Accordingly an estimate of Rs. 3, (80, 000 tor contour survey was prepared 
and sanctioned and about lis. 23,000 wa* first provided in the budget for the 
year 1940-41. And up to the end of 1941-42 as much as Rs. 39,821 was 
spent for the purpose. A sum of Rs. 40, 000 was also provided in the current 
year’s budget. But to our great surprise this was reduced to a paltry sum 
of Rs. 1,100 in the revised and the net result was that no progress could he 
made in this direction during the current year. If the Government and the 
party it represents, had the slightest imagination and courage and was really 
progressive in character, then instead of reducing the grant it should have 
increased it up to the amount of the estimate less the amount already spent 
and completed the survey before the year was over. This would have given 
them an opportunity for tackling, at least, some of the projects whose plans 
and estimates are ready with such modifications as would appear to be 
necessary after the survey during the coming year. Money could well have 
been provided with borrowed capital, if not available from ordinary revenue 
and realised with interest from the District Board under the Sanitary and 
Drainage Act, who in turn would realise the same from those benefited. That 
would have immediately solved the food problem to a great extent and 
within a few years Rajshahi Division could be made the granary of Bengal 
by tackling the whole thing in right earnest in accordance with the recom- 
mendation in the Survey Report. According to Mr. Cordell Hull, the war 
is going to be a long-drawn-out one and hence it is reasonable to suppose 
that Burma rice cannot be made available for several years to come and a» 
such it has become incumbent on us all to make Bengal a self-supporting 
province so far as her food problem is concerned. 

It is indeed regrettable that this has escaped the notice of Mr. Fazlul 
Huq and the Government and the party he represents. How a paltry sum 
of Rs. 16,500 could be provided under this head for the coming year when 
there is so much acute food problem in the country? No question of want 
of building materials can arise here as Rajshahi Division has ample supply 
of babul and tamarind trees for the manufacture of bricks and sal and shishu 
for wood works, and these are the materials required for construction of 
sluice gates and lock gates. 



328 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[17th Mar., 


Sir, I always come with some constructive suggestions. In the general 
discussion I pressed for a Land Alienation Bill but got no Response from 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. Now here is one. Let us see the result. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irriga- 
tion, etc.,” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on postponement of the Muir 
Scheme and also insufficiency of water-supply by the Bakkeswar Canal. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ffao? CTOfa ?f\5^ '3 WTO 

?? I C3TO1 tfTOFF ItZifZ fafanH TOT $FF] fare I *tjf 
om ^ TOfbr sfasfa cro to, *tfa5?TO i 

TTO TOT *fTOfa ^f<T *fp5TOF sgofc? 

^ i CTOs TOfr #rre *ttfros cncF? r tfroi wzm 

vfj^r* ?fc? irfwfiNFt* c*rfa*f3i 's *rem*re: <?r®fSr sfare rsstre 

TOPTtxw^r "^Totc^ ^rfa-^ri *f?T8fa'G ?fa?i i cro?- 

wft tot tjref^i to tot* #rre v$ toft (toi 

tfW:^ #*ri vftr^) totoft # *tfrre v% i tfffi to* *tf/ ?tapj* ^ 

#re 4#T 0# canal ^psre #3TF? I (TOT 7>GI^ ?tr 

Svi #re cro ■rwrgiwi sfire # i TOrfa ?*Tgfa w 

I STO TO y^CST #3 TO TOT] TO? '3 C# TO# canal 4 ^ TO 

?fare V<T | ^TTHTOFi TOtofr r^CSf canal TOT fare TO ?l i ^Ttfaf 

<TOl TOT canal TO^T sfasfaCS £|t# V<T ?1 I SFT Vft C^-fT 

r'STOT StfHl TOTOr TOTO #CI TO ?l I # canal TO'S 

*rfrofare #rre w # '3 toti? to tom #rre ^fffare Tfan #re tot ; 
■fas <4 fronr to"f# ^ *farv ^rer? STOTfa i 4 fare ^ fare cTOt? 

•wrfvsW fa^yfat y^Ti «rtfarei >oi ^ 7 r< ^ts^r ir^ ^rflre ^r:^t 

^fa?ri Wf#r *T^t ?^re canal ?pfa<r tsf ^r^Tl 5? I ^*K ‘Muir 

Scheme’ | <jf?I 4^. fa\T 3 CSfefpj* Irrigation Executive Engineer 

%SR ^frfir ^fC^T ^ tT'T3 I fafa 

fa# ^t^fare ^ 8 #tt to #<rfr^ i ^rwi 

^rey ^tfa Sri mature #5^ I canal tf^re #C^T 

^••i fa ^fa<nro ^fare ^ftfac^ i to m 

: ffa^rc^' <m>fa(re i fai faw ^ f#r? 

TO< tf# rtrfr i 

®F«pr^r< , tHr ^Ffa^ ^ ,j fi i tjwi »n 5N ^i i 

uO^Rt^ TOt^olC# ^l^lOT CTOt^ fa^TT fa*T fa? ?lfatfl Ffac'oC"^ I ^ffa^ftC^T fafaPP 
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*rror I * 3 * * 7PrfW , ok4 ’rfrtrr (Ttstti vh ^t^i, ^stvn^s Ytift 

i5*t*Ft? 5?1 I sreprWfTC* w^n R1 ^ffar^T 'grow more food’ *tfi^TRl 

frWfa ^rtf%?n ?rf$or i 

or ?rcrfr srft *rtc^ sfftftw w *fi*n 

ffa'rtficsHft *ffiR fan it&i wm ^c«tt ^rtar *snt* ^ 

&iri i&A y\n i 

,; s^tft «dft 'fss^f Pt c i? S V ^C?T ^SRt*T 4SF 'Q I'ok^R ^F’tfl ^PlVi ^ I *11014 
*it%*i ffap, fas *tffi mfire 5ft ct 4tsft?n <ttfarft ?tft? 

fa ^<OT c iot *rft? *rfi vstn utzv ws ^fctroftsr^fa ^tctr w?*n ^rvfhr 

I 4^^ (7T fan scarcity MB famine 44 *t45 ^41 S'^fTk^ 

Tt?ft 4tC4 4tC4 l’l < M 4R ^fiGS Sffai *T1 I 

farffafi ^5$tfan tptft*-* ^ 4^7 fap*tetR 4"*^ *tftff 40?, 

ffa§ ^RRbuPtt ^Wl (R CVrcfe^ ^TTt 6 I^R r<T *T1 $V| *fR ^ZJ I *T$4ft 

#famc c kr ^rwsfr ^far ^rKsc^ ^fi 4fa^k*R4tFfan 

4tfatK £551 vitr?F T i?R to *ft3 ^ ^fcsR csf^rR 4t3F*/< 

*ffaf%*4 3 ^Z 44? "444 scheme”)^ 44474^1 4^f44t4 5R7 4 TM 3*^4 I 

^rfi^iRPf firM *r«< C4t«far wz or 4 ztr<r sfttffar ^tfi «lfi ^stei fii^ft 
3^41 farfra i ^rfi^RR# ?tts sft<n (TrctfsWTftr ^t4C4 4fen i 4^ ^r 
^C4M fjfi ^VkR 44474RT 4^41 W-r 44? 4'SRT «RT?R ^RR 1 

4^ ^ v n ^tt S^Ttfirs 

^ r fi‘4R ! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : Mr. Speaker, Sir, would you kindly 
permit me to mo\e my motion? I wus just outside near the demonstration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All light. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 48, Id, 000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by R>. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on the postponement of work 

in connection with the Ridyadhari-Reali Scheme and other beneficent 
irrigation projects and curtailment of survey operations. 

Sir, few words are necessary to draw the attention of this House and 

particularly of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to the great harm that is 

likely lo be caused to the province by any postponement of beneficent 
irrigation projects. While generally this is true, it is more so in the case 
of the Bidyadhari-Peali Scheme on which depends not merely the prosperity 
of a very large tract to the south of Calcutta but also the drainage of the 
city of Calcutta itself. 

The House may be aware, Sir, that for years past this question had been 
engaging the attention of Government and of the experts of Government 



330 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[17th Mar., 


and both the Public Health Department as well as the Irrigation Depart- 
ment have been in possession of details of the scheme for more than five 
years now. Sir, this scheme is bound up with the Tollygunge Flood Scheme 
under which Rs. 75,000 was proposed to be advanced by the Provincial 
Government in case the Tolly gunge Municipality undertook to advance 
certain sums of money to have certain measures to protect the flooded areas 
of Kasha within Tollygunge Municipality. This scheme is also bound up 
and intimately connected with the Calcutta Corporation Drainage Outfall 
Scheme and my esteemed friend, Mr. P. Bauer ji, has been for the last 
quarter of a century fighting for the improvement of the Adi Ganga with 
which also this scheme is closely related. In spite of all our efforts not for 
one or two years but for nearly a quarter of a century we find t lie position 
remains as before. It is a very unfortunate state of affairs and I respect- 
fully submit that such a state of affairs must be brought to an end. Mere 
drawing up of schemes will not help the country and if it is stated that the 
scheme cannot be proceeded with because of war conditions I fail to under- 
stand what materials would be required to dig up our sacred mother earth 
with a number of lalnnirers who would use no other material than mere 
spades. It would require no dredger or chemicals or stone or cement and 
yet we are faced with a situation that this scheme has to be abandoned 
because of the supreme difficulties due to war conditions. AVe might require 
just a little cement and a few bricks to have one culvert here or lock gate 
there constructed and I believe we have sufficient materials of that type yet 
available for undertaking important beneficent schemes of this character. 
I am also inviting*your attention and the attention of the House not merely 
to this scheme but to the abandonment of many other larger schemes. Sir, 
the Muii Scheme on which Dr. Mukherji has just spoken has been 
abandoned now. The resurrection scheme for the entire Central Bengal 
which v as for some years the talk of the Cabinet and the Ministry appears 
also to have been abandoned. Sir, the then Hon’ble Minister in charge, 
Maharaja Sris ( hartdra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, held out high hopes, contour 
survey "as undertaken and we thought that something was going to be 
done to improve the position in Nadia, Murshidabad, Jessore and 'Khulna 
distiicts. But nothing of the sort appears to have been done. 

On the contrary, Government have, just in order to shirk the respon- 
sibility from their shoulders on to the shoulders of local bodies, introduced 
a new policy of decentralization for smaller schemes about which at the stage 
of introduction I pointed out that it would not succeed because local bodies 
have no experts to help them and they have no funds to proceed with. In 
spite of that the experts of Government advised that that was the best method 
to absolve Government of the direct responsibility in these matters. And, 
Sir, we now find that that policy has practically led to no improvement of 
the countryside. I am also in this connection impelled to invite the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to the serious difficulties that may 
arise if survey operations of North Bengal area are suspended, as appears 
to be suspended from the records of the budget. I am afraid that even if 
schemes cannot be undertaken survey operations must not be? postponed 
because otherwise we may not have data enough ready in course of time 
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even after the war when thing's will improve and w r e may have an opportunity 
of taking' up these things. I therefore submit that Government would do 
well not only to carry out such of the schemes which are found to be 
extremely necessary but also to carry out the survey operations with a view 
to getting prepared to take up such schemes as and when better times 
come. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to t he acceptance of the 
House. 

Khan Sahib MOFIZUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under t lie heads “XYII — 
Irrigation, etc.”, be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this cut motion to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government in the matter of the Gumti embankment in Tippera. 

Sir, whenever I think of the Irrigation Department I at once 
remember the Gumti embankment in the district of Tippera. 
The Gumti embankment is no longer a local matter only. It has 
crossed the bounds of local interests and assumed the character of an all- 
Bengal problem. But unfortunately for us stupendous is the failure of the 
Government in this respect. There have been agitations in the press and 
platform. The poor unfortunate agriculturists have cried themselves hoarse. 
Speakers after speakers have exhausted their lungs in the Assembly House 
for the last (I years, but Government have systematically neglected the 
problem most criminally. Sir, one can little imagine what a tremendous 
loss is suffered by the unfortunate and helpless people living on the northern 
side of the Gumti. Breaches in the embankment have been a matter of 
annual recurrence. Breaches affect a vast tract of land covering two 
parganas, viz., Gangamandal and Bardakhat. Floods brought in by the 
breaches in the embankment totally destroy crops worth lakhs of rupees. 
These ravages of the Gumti have compelled many people to leave their 
ancestral homes and to take shelter in the jungles of Hill Tippera and 
Assam. This year, Sir, owing to the havocs committed by the Gumti three 
thanas, Burichang, Devidw r ar and Muradnagar, are in the grip of famine. 
A large number of people cannot have one square meal daily. Many people 
are starving. Hundreds of people are available to work as lalxnirers in 
exchange of a morsel of food only. Many are sure to die of starvation. 
This h the appalling situation raging there. Sir, I need hardly narrate 
further tales of harrowing distress and miseries engendered by the Gumti. 

Sir, is there no remedy for this ? Is it a problem of such magnitude 
that the Government cannot cope with? I fail to see the justification of 
maintaining the wdiite elephants of the department and also of the existence 
of the Government if they cannot find a solution to this problem. Sir, last 
year wdien the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department went to Com ilia 
a representation w r as made to him by the distressed people. He gave an 
assurance to the people that he w r ould give succour to the millions of suffering 
people. But it now appears that he, too, is not lagging behind his master 
w*ho gives assurances only to break them and who has by now got this 
notoriety that his words are not to be taken with a grain of salt. Since the 
assurance was given one year and more has elapsed and much water has 
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flown down the Gumti and all other rivers of the world. But has the 
Hon’ble Minister given any thought over the hard lot of the flood-stricken 
people of Tippera? Excuses are very often set up to the effect that these 
schemes are expensive. But may I remind the Ministry, through you, Sir, 
that the country can no longer tolerate their shilly-shallying policy? The 
Chief Minister can expand his Ministry to any number he likes for the 
solidarity and cementing of his unholy combination and can spend lakhs of 
rupees on that score but money gets absolutely dried up when the question 
of any mass ameliorative scheme comes in. Sir, this is the irony of fate. 
The people have to fill in the coffers of the Government but when their life- 
and-death problems are at issue Government comes forward with the lame 
excuse of insufficiency of funds or the want of a scheme. 

The Irrigation Department has been systematically following a policy of 
inaction, leaving the people of the province to their fate. As a result the 
matter has come to such a pass that the people are brought to the last verge 
of ruination. If any definite and effective measures be not adopted by the 
Government to fight, this menace, I am sure the people on the north of the 
Gumti will ere long be totally ruined. I make a definite charge against the 
Government that they have signally failed in tackling the Gumti embank- 
ment matter. If the Ministry is unable to discharge the trust reposed in 
them, they must vacate. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: " Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.”, be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion on 
the repairs and reconditioning work of damages to irrigation bunds and the 
Anderson Weir. 

Sir, it may be noticed from the present budget that large sums had to be 
spent this year due to the damages caused by the cyclone and otherwise. 
Through this motion I want to invite the attention .of' Government, and in 
particular of the Hon’ble Minister in charge, to the fact that complaints 
have reached our ears regarding the selection of contractors in connection 
with this work. It has been stated — and I am stating with great moderation 
today because I am not feeling inclined to create any heat — there is so much 
heat oytside — it has been reported to me, Sir, that persons in high office had 
gone out of their way to send for the Executive Engineers and recommend 
parties from outside. What has been the inducement for doing this, I am 
not at the present moment aware, and even if I had been aware I would not 
place that before the House, but, Sir, it has been very much commented 
upon that persons who have been long in the list of approved contractors for 
the particular area and were left to take charge of such work, not merely 
of new constructions but repairs as well, as and when they came along and 
who were prepared to take it up, were not entrusted with such work where, 
as you may be aware, Sir, large profits were likely to be made. In the case 
of repairs work the profit sometimes is so enormous that it is extremely 
difficult to keep a proper check on the same, and therefore it is all the more 
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necessary that greater scrutiny should be exercised in the selection of con- 
tractors. Sir, that is one charge which I, at any rate, would not like the 
present Hon’ble Minister in charge to permit getting wide currency. There 
may be other Hon’ble Ministers in charge against whom complaints of this 
character have been freely made, but so far as the present Minister in charge 
is concerned I sincerely hope that he will see that nothing is allowed to be 
done which may even indirectly cause his reputation to be at stake. 

Sir, with regard to the Anderson Weir, there is another aspect of the 
question to which I \yant to invite the attention of Government. This 
Anderson Weir was constructed possibly with expert advice, but, Sir, we are 
now faced with repeated demands on provincial funds for keeping this weir 
under good repairs. It appears to me that there was something essentially 
wrong in the planning of the whole thing and I feel that this is one of the 
very good instances in which big irrigation projects ought not to be under- 
taken without proper examination and guidance. I am inclined to feel that 
if the Hydraulic Research Laboratory was established in Bengal much earlier 
it would have been very much easier for us to get expert advice for projects 
of this character and much loss of public revenue could have been prevented. 
Unfortunately, although we had repeated assurances for some years now’, the 
nucleus of the office of the Hydraulic Research Laboratory has only been 
established just recently and I feel that unless we get definite information 
from the expert whom the Hon’ble Minister has now’ imported and who has 
been entrusted with the study of these questions, no money should be spent 
on the repairs of the Anderson Weir. There is of course one great trouble 
that if the weir is not repaired before the monsoon sets in and volumes of 
Damodar flood begin to rush down, there may be difficulty in getting proper 
repail's made later on. I am fully conversant with that and that is all the 
more reason why there should be an immediate attempt to get proper data 
on the possibilities of the repair w’ork. I submit that the attention of the 
expert in Hydraulic Research w’ork should immediately be drawn to this 
question before anything else is taken up. 

With these words I commend my motion for acceptance. 

Demonstration in the^Assembly compound. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I w’ant to bring to your notice 
that a large number of ladies stricken by hunger has assembled outside. 
So, may I suggest that we should go and hear the grievances of those people 
and the House may be adjourned for 10 minutes? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I entirely agree with the proposal and if the 
House agrees, I have no objection. % 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I suggest that the 
House should be adjourned for at least half an hour. A very big crowd is 
there and a good many children too, and the Chief Minister as well as 
leaders of the parties should be there to address this crowd to induce them 
to go away 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Go aw’ay empty-handed? 
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Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: No, we have to give assurance, we have 
to make arrangements, but our presence there is necessary. We cannot 
attend the House just now and not in a mood either. Therefore, I beg of 
you, Sir, to adjourn the House for half an hour. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want to hear the Muslim League Party. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have no objection. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any objection from the European 
Group? 

Mr. C. MORGAN: What is it about ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A suggestion has been made by the Congress 
Group and the Muslim League Group that the House should be adjourned 
for half an hour to meet the demonstration outside. If it is the intention 
of the House to adjourn I can do that. Is there any objection from agy 
group ? 

(There was no objection.) 

The House stands adjourned for half an hour. 

(The House was accordingly adjourned for half an hour. ) 

(After ad j oa rumen t . ) 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is with great 
regret that I have to bring to your notice that outside there is a very serious 
demonstration owing to the scarcity of rice in Calcutta. I understand a 
reference has been made. We would like, Sir, at this stage, to discuss this 
matter, so that a solution may be arrived at as early as possible. We think. 
Sir, that the Ministry ought to tell us what steps it is taking to relieve the 
situation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, really it is a serious matter 
and I will advise you to move a relevant motion permissible under the rules 
in consultation with the Speaker. Let us now carry on with the programme. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

XVII— Irrigation, etc. 

Maulvi Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
adequate provision not being made for drainage of the Bhadra Bil (silt 
clearance of the Narad river, district Rajshahi). 

Sir, the river Narad within Rajshahi district is in moribund condition. 
So far as the silt clearance of the Narad river from the Kasundia jala to the 
junction of Nandakunja is concerned the river bed has become high at 
Salikha and its neighbourhood and to deepen the bed for the purpose of 
draining out water a scheme was taken up by the Government at an estimated 
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cost of Rs. 36,453. Government wanted local contribution to the extent of 
one-third of the entire cost and in response to Government’s demand the 
Rajshahi District Board by its resolution, dated the 30th September, 1939, 
has allotted the sum of Rs. 12,000 for this purpose. But of this allotment 
the ' Rajshahi District Board has generously contributed the sum of 
Rs. 8,000 to the grant. Sanctioned estimate of Government is Rs. 24,453. 
The work has been undertaken by Government in January, 1941. In t he 
year 1941-42 Government has spent Rs. 7,039. In 1942-43 there was a 
provision of Rs. 17,500 under this head, but this year Government has spent 
Rs. 5,300 only. During more than 2 years there has been expenditure to 
the extent of Rs. 12,339 but deducting Rs. 8,000 which has been contributed 
by the District Board, Government lias spent only Rs. 4,339 out of the 
sanctioned estimate of Rs. 24,453. The project is so very important that it 
concerns about 100 or 150 villages within 5 unions, namely, Tebaria, 
Dighapatia, HaRa, Harispur and Kafuria of Natore thana. Due to the 
failure of Government to put in execution of this so important a scheme 
during the long period of more than 2 years 6,000 hi gluts of lands remain 
under water even in the month of Chaitra. People cannot sow the lands in 
time and even if they can sow with great difficulty the sweat of their brow 
does not produce any desired result. There has been failure of both paddy 
and vahi crops fbv several years. There has been starvation and death of 

men and cattle. Failing to meet the rent and other liabilities due to failure 

of crops for successive years the people of these villages have been reduced 
to day-labourers. Wheels of the present Government run slowly but wheels 
of this particular department are moving slower still. The department has 
been inefficiently staffed and patronage has been extended to incapable and 
inefficient persons holding responsible jobs. 

In consideration of the time, labour and money spent appreciable 
progress has not been made. When it was brought to the notice of the 
Executive Engineer, Nadia River Division, on the 28th November last, the 
precious gentleman holding princely job was kind enough to send a reply 

on 22nd February, 1943, about a couple of months after and the relevant 

portion of the reply runs thus: — 

“Lastly as regards the re-excavation of the Narad river, it may be 
mentioned that owing to heavy rise in the price of articles and of labour, it 
is not possible to take up this work with ordinary sanctioned rate of earth 
work; so, it has been proposed to keep it in abeyance until the normal time 
returns.” 

This Engineer made a mess of the whole thing and due to his 
miscalculation and misdirection there has been waste of public money. 
Experienced local contractors are quite willing to undertake the job with 
much lower rate and if a reasonable sum is provided to them they would be 
able to finish the whole work within the next financial year. 

In this connection Government’s reply is very much disappointing. The 
reason of delay in executing the scheme has been given in so many word-s 
that “the f^ow progress of the scheme is due to the emergent condition 
created by the war, on account of which labour could not be procured except 
22 



336 


DEMANDS FOE GEANTS. 


[17th Mar., 


at exorbitantly high rates. Sometimes high rates are given with the 
connivance of the unscrupulous and dishonest Engineers.” True that the 
rates have been enhanced to a certain extent but because of the enhanced 
rate if the Government does not intend to carry on, it would mean ruin, 
destruction, starvation and death. 

In spite of the fact that there was a provision of Es. 17,500, only 
Es. 5,300 has been spent last year and even in-this year’s budget the unspent 
amount of Its. 12,200 has not been provided. Only there is a provision of 
Es. 10,000 under this head. In the name of untold misery of the millions 
of people, in the name of suffering humanity I want a definite assurance from 
the Hon’ble Minister that the Government is determined to put the scheme 
into execution by the end of the next financial year. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Es. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc*.”, 
be reduced by Es. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion 
with regard to the callousness on the part of the Government in the matter 
of irrigation works which have been indispensably needed for ensuring better 
cultivation on which 90 per cent, of the population of the province have been 
thrust for their living. 

Sir, Bengal is an agricultural province. Nearly 90 per cent, of the 
population have been thrown upon land for their livelihood. Improvement 
of the province means the improvement of cultivation. But, Sir, improve- 
ment of cultivation is closely related to the development of irrigation of the 
province. Cultivation is entirely dependent upon water-supply; unless land 
is wuitered cultivation and sowing is not possible; crop cannot grow' w’ell. 
But we in this province have got very poor arrangement for watering our 
lands. Cultivation of the province is severely handicapped by lack of 
irrigation facilities. With few exceptions in West Bengal we are to depend 
upon the rain for supply of water for cultivation. If it rains in time, 
cultivation is good ; abundant crop is expected ; otherwise failure is sure and 
certain. 

Drought and flood are considered to be some of the main causes of failure 
of crop in the province. But, Sir, with the solution of the drought problem 
other problems are sure to be mitigated. If the cultivators get supply of 
necessary water, they can sow in time, grow their crop in proper order to 
stand against flood or any other natural calamities. 

I do not mean here major irrigation schemes wffiich are sure to be 
encountered with difficulties of various types. But I desire to urge upon 
Government the policy of framing and carrying out smaller ones which may 
be feasible with much less difficulty and objection. There may not be 
possibility for further canal irrigation over the greater part of the province 
but there are possibilities for smaller schemes and the cultivation of rabi 
crops may be greatly enriched by them. In the Punjab and* the United 
Provinces the irrigation work is carried out in the areas where no canals 
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have been existing by Persian wheels and ordinary wells from which water is 
drawn up* by bullock power. We find no reason why this sort of arrange- 
ment should not be introduced in Bengal. There is also possibility of 
extending irrigation works by tube-wells and portable pumps, the utility of 
which will be confined to the areas bordering rivers and heels which are 
abounding in this province. 

Sir, in this connection I desire to speak a few words about drainage work 
which is considered to be indispensably necessary in the matter of extending 
cultivation of the province. In some parts of the province vast tracts of land 
have been lying waste without cultivation on account of their lower level 
and in other parts in heel areas of the province enormous lands remain under 
water during the major part of the year and they can be easily brought 
under cultivation and thereby can be made fruitful source of crops by 
introducing drainage system there without causing any inconvenience to the 
neighbours. Here I may mention the case of the district of Pabna which is 
my home district in North Bengal which has been totally neglected in the 
matter of irrigation work by the Government. There are several heeh 
extending over vast tracts of land in Sadar subdivision. Drainage arrange- 
ments may be made there at a much less cost by constructing small canals 
connecting those heels to the nearest rivers without causing any incon- 
venience to the natural free flow of flood water or inconvenience of the 
neighbouring places there and that will bring about not only vast cultivable 
lands but also at the same time destroy the malarial germs of the locality. 
In* this connection I request Government to take up two cases at least as an 
experiment — one is the case of Garulia heel in Atgharia police-station and 
the other is the case of Nalua heel in the police-station Faridpur. In both 
the cases small channels are to be constructed to drain off the accumulated 
water to the river Cheknai which is not far off from the place. That will 
bring a major part of the land under cultivation and at the same time* 
people will be protected from malaria. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH : Sir, I rise to make a few observations in order to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge, to the Dhurangkhai 
re-excavation scheme. The actual work of re-excavation commenced last 
year, but unfortunately, it was all on a sudden stopped. The Zemindar 
Minister of the previous Government, the then Hon’ble Maharaja Sris 
Chandra Nandy, was good enough to go all the way to Chittagong and to 
sanction adequate money for the purpose. But it is an irony of fate that 
under the Krishak Proja Minister this scheme was suddenly and abruptly 
postponed.* Sir, we do not find any co-ordination in the policy of the 
Ministry. We find that the Ministry is carrying on agitation for “Grow 
More Food”, but whereon can we grow more food if the necessary lands are 
not reclaimed by pushing up drainage and irrigation schemes? We are 
spending lakhs on “Grow More Food” scheme, but at the same time we are 
curtailing* expenditure on minor drainage and irrigation schemes. 
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Sir, the Dhurangkhal re-excavation scheme is only a minor scheme 
requiring only about Rs. 20,000. If the work is not finished, the money 
already -spent will be practically wA%ted as the House can well imagine that 
the portion that was excavated last year has already been silted up. This 
year also they liave started after much pressure from the local inhabitants. 
I have drawn the attention of all concerned in, the department from the Chief 
Engineer down to the Subdivisional Officer and of the Hon’ble Minister also 
both informally as well as in writing, to this scheme and I sincerely and 
earnestly hope that the same thing will not be repeated this year also and 
that the excavation of Dhurangkhal will reach its culmination this year so 
that Chittagong may be saved from starvation. By the completion of this 
scheme, I think about 04 square miies of land will be made cultivable. As 
the House is well aware, Chittagong is practically in war zone and there is a 
great scarcity of foodstuff's there. Rice is selling at one seer per rupee — 
that is the latest report. 

There are also many other minor schemes, and work in connection with 
these schemes* may be speeded up now with the help of the large number of 
Burma evacuees who have flocked to Chittagong as a result of enemy 
occupation of Burma. I may inform the honourable members that the 
schemes relate to Burg uni Klial, llungor Khal and others by giving effect to 
which schemes much useful work will be done. 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, it may be out 

of place for me to take part in the discussion on the Irrigation Budget 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: To the microphone, Nawab Sahib. 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: It would not be 
necessary. 

After the dramatic announcement of the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister 
•following the speech of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that all lands and all 
rights to land above that of the bargadar and adhiar will be practically 
confiscated by Government, I think we liave no place on earth where we can 
go and live. That being the present state of affairs, I know that my friend, 
the Irrigation Minister will at once say, what business have you to speak 
on the improvement of land when we are going to take away the land from 
you and turn you out of Bengal because you have no right to keep any land 
in Bengal. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Not including the tea gardens, of course, 
which will remain with you ! 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: I am not speaking 
now on behalf of the tea garden owners but voicing the sentiments of those 
for whom I have come here. So far as the tea gardens are concerned, there 
are other honourable members who will ventilate the grievances at the 
proper time of tea garden workers. Here, Sir, I represent those people who 
own land in the country which is proposed to be acquired by Government 
by the new legislative measure. I may be out of place now but still as long 
as we are allowed to live in Bengal I want to say that irrigation has been 



1943 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


339 


neglected and neglected all along in North Bengal. When I was a Minister 
I asked the Government to provide Rs. 5 lakhs for the contour survey of 
North Bengal. Government accepted my proposal. Work was actually 
started and about Rs. (>9,000 was spent in one year. About one-half of 
Jalpaiguri was surveyed but we do not know what has been the result of 
that survey, after which a scheme was to have been drawn up for the 
irrigation of North Bengal 

Khan Sahib Maulvi JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: When? 

Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: Two years ago. 

But since then, as far as I know, the question has been dropped and the 
scheme has been shelved at the stage at which we left it. It is said that 
Rs. 1,000 Inis been spent on it the following year but what for I do not 
know. That being the case, Sir, I say that this is a wrong which has been 
perpetrated by my friends who are now carrying on the work. We have 
been told to grow more and more food in the country, but I ask, how can 
you grow more food unless you have a land of your own and that land 
improved by means of irrigation and manuring? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You grow more and more tea, Nawab 
Sahib ! 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: I may grow more 
and more tea but that will help neither you nor the people of the country, 
and unless something is done to improve the land with a view to growing 
more food on the land there is bound to be repeated demonstrations like the 
one we have here today. But this sort of tomfoolery that is now being 
carried on will not do any more. I ask my friends who are on the Treasury 
Benches today to think of every part of the country and not of West or 
Central Bengal only. North Bengal has been neglected and criminally 
neglected in the past and if that is also done in future I warn them that it 
is they only who will be held responsible for that state of affairs. Sir, we 
want improvement of land in every part of the province no matter whether 
the land is enjoyed by one set of people or another. Sir, in these days of 
scarcity we want our food and if Government would not do its duty to the 
people, let that Government resign. * That is what I should like to tell my 
friends over there to do. I ask them also to take a note of what I have 
said today and see that every part of Bengal is properly irrigated. 

Mr. PU8HPAJIT BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, agriculture of this 
province entirely depends on monsoon. But human being has no hand 
whatsoever over it. Agriculturists look helplessly for it during the time 
of cultivation. Irrigation work can help the cultivators in this direction. 
Irrigation is one of the most important factors that can help the cultiva- 
tion work ‘most. North Bengal has practically been neglected of having 
the favoured look of this department. Irrigation, embankment, drainage 
work and flushing scheme are practically unknown in North Bengal. The 
districts of North Bengal entirely depend on rainfall for their cultivation. 
They generally suffer from excessive rainfall or excessive drought. The 
districts o\ extreme North Bengal generally suffer from want of sufficient 



340 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[17th Mar., 


rainfall. Flood is generally unknown to the people of the three neighbour- 
ing districts such as Jalpaiguri, Rangpur and Dinajpur while the people 
of the other districts of the lower part of North Bengal generally suffer 
from flood due to rainfall; tile people of the upper North Bengal generally 
suffer from want of rainfall. Now r , Sir, what is bad for the lower part 
of North Bengal is good for the upper part of North Bengal and vice versa. 
This contradictory and diverse situation can only be controlled by 
irrigation work. 

Sir, so far as the three neighbouring districts such as Jalpaiguri, 
Rangpur and Dinajpur are concerned, there are immense facilities for 
irrigation, embankment and drainage work. Generally the lands of these 
districts are in higher, level than the lands of the other districts of the 
province. The soil is generally sandy. And the sandy soil soaks the 
water of the land very soon. The rivers that pass through these districts 
carry silt with their water — the silt which is a most important natural 
manure for cultivation. But the cultivators of the districts of Jalpaiguri, 
Rangpur and Dinajpur cannot utilise this manure due to the high banks 
of the rivers. The waters of the rivers cannot enter into the agricultural 
fields on both sides of the river. Sir, the districts of extreme North Bengal 
are full of dead and dying rivers. These dead and dying rivers were the 
off-shoots of the big rivers of these districts. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Sir, 1 would like to speak a few words. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I have a motion standing in my name 
and I would seek your permission to speak on that. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Shahedali and Mr. Mridha, I am sorry 
that there is absolutely no time that can be spared for you. I have already 
called upon the Hon'ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed to make his reply. I will 
have to finish the discussion on this budget by 5-15 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Deputy speaker, Sir, 
there has been criticism made on certain aspects. In my speech which I 
will just now deliver I have practically in anticipation dealt with almost 
all the points raised by honourable members in their speeches. 

I will at the outset only mention about the contour survey of North 
Bengal. I can only say this that on account of the paucity of staff this 
contour survey had to be stopped, and the moment we get back the staff 
from the sea-dyke works and other works I will certainly take up the 
contour survey first of all. I can remind my honourable friend Nawab 
Musharruff Hossain that whether North Bengal was neglected in the past 
or not, that is a matter which he knows best, but in future it will have 
my closest attention. 

Sir, in moving this demand for the irrigation grant I feel I must 
remind the House that this budget has been framed under the^ stress and 
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strain of the present war. It is essentially a war-time budget and carries 
with it the imperative limitations of such a budget. The financial impli- 
cations of the war vis-a-vis the budget as a whole and in several essential 
respects have already been touched upon by my worthy colleague, the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister and Minister for Finance, and I do not want 
to waste the valuable time of the House by traversing the same ground 
over again. It pains me very much to have to say that we have been 
constrained, in spite of our greatest reluctance, to drastically curtail our 
programme of new expenditure during the coming year in order to satisfy 
the paramount requirements of military and civil defence. There is, 
however, another important factor which, as pointed out last year, has 
specifically affected adversely the many-sided beneficial activities of this 
nation-building department, I mean the gradual depletion of our superior 
staff in consequence of the deputation of our trained and experienced 
engineers to meet the increasing demand for engineering services for the 
successful prosecution of the war. The position has worsened, far from 
improving, on account of the retirement of three of our senior officers and 
it has been further aggravated bv the fact that our staff, denuded us it is, 
has been called upon to bear an onerous burden imposed upon it by a 
disastrous natural calamity, i.c., the recent cyclone which swept over 
Bengal in the last autumn. The normal activities of the department have 
had to be curtailed or slowed down to some extent on this score, and I am 
afraid it may be necessary to do so still further as the war progresses. 
Honourable members will, I am sure, realise how my department has been 
doubly affected, financial stringency synchronising with an acute shortage 
of experienced superior officers and trained subordinates. All that can be 
done in this deplorable state of things — and this is bound to continue at 
least so long as the Tear lasts — is to see that neither the works in progress 
nor such new works as are imperatively urgent or have a special bearing 
on increased food production, are put off. 

I believe I have said enough to account for the omission of any new 
works in the budget under, discussion. The position is undoubtedly far 
from satisfactory. But in the exigency of the abnormal situation created 
by the war there is no other alternative. There are certainly a number 
of important schemes ready in our hand such as the Howrah-Hooghly 
Flushing Scheme, the Muir project and the Central Bengal Flushing 
Scheme, to mention only the more important ones of them. As we have 
neither the material resources nor the requisite technical manpower at our 
command for the successful prosecution of all such comprehensive schemes, 
the House will, I hope, agree with me that it would be a sheer blunder to 
launch them under the present disturbed economic conditions of the 
country, ^ssiyning, but not admitting even for a moment, that it is either 
desirable or expedient to float loans in the present-day money market and 
thereby raise the funds required for such ambitious schemes, we shall still 
be faced with the insuperable difficulty of securing the requisite engineering 
services for such works. Moreover, in these days of inflation and violent 
fluctuations in prices and wages the monies which might be raised by loans 
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would not be worth half as much as under normal conditions, and that for 
the simple reason that both labour and materials would cost much more now 
than they did before. Then agaitf, so long as the present control over 
certain basic articles of strategic value is maintained — and it is bound to 
be maintained as long as the war lasts — it would be wholly impossible to 
procure the huge quantities of iron, steel, cement, bricks, etc., which would 
be required for the purpose. The combined effect of all these diverse and 
complex factors is to enhance the cost of these schemes far in excess of the 
estimates. This means, in the ultimate analysis, a high incidence of 
taxation in the shape of a compulsory improvement levy upon the culti- 
vators who will be called upon, under the Development Act, to meet the 
cost of all such improvement works. I have not the least doubt that the 
House will agree with me that it will impose too serious a burden on the 
slender resources of the half-dad and famished peasantry of the country; 
nay, it might prove to be the last straw on the camel’s back. 

In view of the important considerations mentioned just now, we are of 
the opinion that the projects of the magnitude which I have just mentioned 
should be set apart for the time being, so that they might be taken up as 
part of our post-war reconstruction programme. This is undoubtedly a 
more desirable alternative, since it would not only lessen the cost of the 
scheme and the consequent incidence of financial burden on the poor culti- 
vators but also provide employment for a large number of persons now 
engaged in war activities, who would otherwise remain unemployed after 
the cessation of the hostilities. 

A number of cut motions have been tabled to raise a general discussion 
about the policy of the department. It is far from my intention to mini- 
mise the importance or significance of a settled policy, without which no 
concerted or planned programme is practicable. But faced as we are with 
a crisis — social, political and economic — in consequence of the war, I do 
not think it would be worth while for me to do more than indicate what 
would, in my opinion, be the right line of approach. As things stand at 
present, schemes of improvement or protection are ordinarily to be paid 
for by either cultivators or zemindars and tenure-holders, according as they 
are undertaken under the Development Act or the Embankment Act. 
With the exception of a few well-defined and broad categories, the line 
of demarcation is generally too thin to be of any practical use, and in any 
particular case it rests with the arbitrary discretion of the powers that be 
to decide whether the scheme should be taken under the one Act or the 
other. There is no general principle, acceptable to all classes, in accord- 
ance with which it might be practicable to adjust their rival and conflicting 
claims. It has often been suggested that all beneficial activities which the 
department is called upon to undertake should be financed out of provincial 
revenues. I have no time at my disposal to discuss at length the pros and 
cons of this proposition. But may I, Sir, ask the House whether it is at 
all fair to the general tax-payer that he should be made to pay for schemes 
from which he gets no direct return? In my humble opinion, far from 
being a satisfactory solution, it merely evades the issue. So tong as the 
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land system of Bengal remains as it is, no practicable solution, based upon 
a fair and equitable readjustment of rival claims of various landed classes, 
can be thought of. This is one of the vital reasons why the Krisliak Proja 
Party of which I am privileged to be the leader stands for the immediate 
abolition of the Permanent Settlement of Bengal. It is my settled convic- 
tion that until and unless we take courage in both hands and face the 
social and economic consequences which might follow in the wake of this 
momentous change, we shall never enter the promised land of which we 
can have but a faint vista from a far-off mountain top. That is why my 
party presses for the abolition of the Permanent Settlement and we are 
determined to fight on till the goal is achieved. 

It gives me great pleasure to say that the House at long last accepted 
in principle the abolition of the Permanent Settlement, which is the most 
important plank in the policy and programme of my party. I do not 
prophesy a new Heaven and a new Earth, as a consequence of the economic 
and agricultural reconstruction which would follow in its wake; but I do 
claim that the way to all-round national progress would b ? cleared and in 
particular the Irrigation Department will be in a better position to go 
ahead with costly schemes which will yield a direct return to the money 
invested thereon. The prosperity of the canal colonies of the Punjab is 
an instructive instance to the point. These areas have profited so much 
by ameliorative and beneficial measures because 4he land which was thereby 
reclaimed was the property of the State and became a source of profit to 
the State as a result of reclamation carried out. 

There is no doubt a close parallelism between the Punjab and Bengal, 
so far as the problems of irrigation are concerned. But, Sir, the analogy 
should not be carried too far. Bengal is a deltaic province and, studded 
as she is with a network of rivers and natural streams, she has a problem 
of her own, essentially distinguishable from any that might be met with 
elsewhere. The past glory of Bengal epitomised in the short and simple 
expression “Sonar Bangla” was mainly due to her magnificent systems of 
rivers, which are now in a decadent condition. How to resuscitate and 
conserve this national asset is the crucial problem on the right solution 
of which depends her return to the glory and prosperity that were once 
her own. 

How vast and complex is this problem will be apparent from what I 
said in my budget speech last year. Sir, I do not want to traverse the 
ground over again. I must, however, refer at least to one aspect of the 
problem even at the risk of repetition ; and that is the effect of the construc- 
tion of roads and railways which have been built up without any regard 
to the principles of river conservancy. I take it, it will not now be 
disputed ’that the roads and railway embankments have contributed to an 
enormous extent towards the deterioration of rivers and natural streams 
in Bengal as a result of direct interference with their free spill and natural 
flow. To substantiate this proposition, if any proof is at all needed, one 
need not go beyond the four corners of the Indian Railway Act, 1890, 
which unequivocally permits the conscious and deliberate interference with 
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the courses of these natural agencies. If there is anybody who entertains 
any doubt, he need only refer to section 7 of the Act, which authorises , a 
railway administration “to make (fit construct in, upon, across, under or 
over any rivers, canals, brooks, streams or other waters” and “divert or 
alter as well temporarily as permanently the course of any rivers, brooks, 
streams or water courses or raise or sink the level thereof in order more 
conveniently to carry them over or under or by the side of the railway as 
the railway administration thinks proper.” In the exercise of these wide 
discretionary powers, the railway administration has freely and deliberately 
interfered with the regime of the rivers anc^ their distributaries and spill 
channels. Let me cite blit one instance in support of what I have just 
mentioned. In 1916 the Eastern Bengal (now Bengal and Assam) Railway 
administration came up with a proposal to notify under section 6 of the 
Bengal Embankment Act, 1882, the Ganges and all spills and connected 
streams over a considerable area to ensure the safety of the Hardinge 
Bridge which had been recently completed. In support of the proposal 
it was observed how “in recommending the Sara site for the Lower Ganges 
Bridge, the Engineering Committee of 1908 reviewed the possibility of 
the bridge being outflanked by the opening out of the Boral in the left 
bank or of the Gobindapur channel on the right bank. 

It was held that if existing conditions are maintained, there was little 
fear, but that it would be necessary to take advantage of the provisions 
of the Bengal Embankment Act of 1882 to ensure that no action should 
be taken in the direction of improving these channels for water carriage 
or drainage in a manner which would tend to increase the flow in these 
and neighbouring spills. More than this, if these channels began to 
enlarge naturally it would be necessary to take steps to restrict the flow”. 

Sir, I have dealt with this instance in some details not so much to find 
fault with the railway administration or to minimise the importance of 
railway communication but to just impress upon the House the stupendous 
difficulty which confronts us in the matter of resuscitation of the dead 
and decadent rivers of Bengal. We may be on our guard for the future, 
but how to neutralise and undo the evil effect of the mistake already 
committed, which has been handed down to us as a legacy of the past, is 
a serious administrative and constitutional problem. Railway is a federal 
subject and it will be necessary to take up the matter with the Railway 
Board and the Government of India and induce them to agree to rectify 
the mischief which a haphazard construction of railway lines and 
railway bridges has done. This is no easy task. We are, how- 
ever, determined to face it with grim determination and do all we can 
in the interest of the conservancy of our river systems which are so 
intimately bound up with the prosperity of a deltaic and agricultural 
province like Bengal. 

(At this stage the Hon ble Minister reached the time-limit but was 
allowed to continue for three minutes more.) 

Sir, I am sorry that my time is nearly up. I have finished as regards 
the specific provisions made in the budget. As we are in the throes of 
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the war, it lias not been practicable, for the weighty reasons already 
explained, to launch any comprehensive schemes. This is far from saying 
that we have done nothing to facilitate the nation-building activities of 
this developing department. Notwithstanding the limitations of the war- 
time budget, a definite and substantial advance has been made towards the 
establishment of an important institution, which, though not as spectacular 
as an ambitious scheme, cannot but make a signal contribution towards all 
such beneficial activities. I mean the establishment of the River Research 
Institute in Bengal which has been so much talked about on the floor of 
the House. The necessity for scientific research prior to a right approach 
to the all-important river problems in this country and for carrying on 
model experiments to ensure the success of costly schemes before under- 
taking them, has already been recognised, and the House has already 
approved of the proposal for the establishment of an institute where such 
research and experiment can be carried out. While presenting the budget 
for the current year, I expressed the hope to be able to start the institute 
during this year. I now feel gratified to be able to announce that the 
institute has already been ushered into existence and model experiments 
have already been started to test the efficacy of the structural alterations 
proposed to be made in the Anderson Weir. It will, however, take some 
time to set it in full working order. Although the institute has been 
established on a five-year basis, there can be no room for doubt that it 
has come to stay as a permanent institution of the province. It has 
accordingly been decided to establish it on our own land near Burranagore, 
but it has not been practicable to give effect to it at the present time when 
building materials are so scarce. It has, therefore, been decided to run the 
institution for the time being on a provisional basis. This explains why a 
sum of Rs. 1,11,000 only has been provided in the next year’s budget. It 
gives me such pleasure to be able to say that with the courtesy and kind 
consent of the Punjab Government we have secured the services of an 
experienced expert, ?.e., Dr. N. K. Bose of the Punjab Research Institute 
and I hope under his able guidance the infant institution will soon thrive 
into maturity and begin to function in full swing. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to move the present demand which I hope 
the House will see their way to sanction. 

The motion of Mr. A. M. Abdul Hamid that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100, w*as then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, Irrigation, etc., 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherjea that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,(500 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 48,13,000 
for expenditure under the heads “X\II, Irrigation, etc. , be reduced by 
Rs. 100, Vas then puf and lost. 
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The motion of Khan Sahib Mofizuddin Ahmad that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, Irrigation, etc,”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Kazi Abul Masud that the demand of Rs. 48,13,000 
for expenditure under the heads “XVII, Irrigation, etc.”, be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Madhusudan Sarkar that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed that a sum of 
Rs. 48,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “XIII, Irriga- 
tion, etc.”, was then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

50 — Civil Works and 81— Civil Works not charged to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,06,16,000 
be granted for expenditure under the heads “50— Civil Works” and “81 — 
Civil Works not charged to Revenue”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,06,16,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the failure of Govern- 
ment to prepare schemes for fully utilising the Central Road Fund Sub- 
vention and on the postponement of important road projects. 

Sir, few wordB are necessary to bring home to Government and to the 
members of this House the feeling that is in the minds of the public and 
the members generally about the condition of roads in this province, and 
it probably does not require a long speech to convince the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge about the urgency of developing roads of different character in 
Bengal. Yet, Sir, it is extremely regrettable that money allotted for road 
development is not spent and sufficient money that was promised Some years 
ago as might be available for road development has not been allotted. From 
a study of the budget, as mentioned at page 91 of the Red Book, it will be 
noticed that there has been a complete falling off in the amount provided 
for road development in this province during the last two years, and the 
reason that has been assigned for not being able to utilise fully IJie amounts 
meant for road development has been mentioned as non-availability of 
materials for road construction. Sir, I submit that this has been a very 
wrong approach to things. It has been our experience — and those of our 
friends who have been members of the Provincial Board of Communica- 
tions will bear me out — that a road project ordinarily takes about 5 years 
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to complete. The first stage is the stage of selection of the alignment. 
Then conies the stage of the Government of India giving their approval 
to the alignment. Thirdly, comes the stage of final approval by the 
Provincial Government here. Then begins the necessary survey work and 
that is followed by a series of land acquisition processes. Thereafter we 
have contracts invited and these tenders sometimes take a long time. We 
then have the general grading and earth-work of the road and we have to 
leave that earth-work for a few seasons to settle and the metalling process 
can be taken up only thereafter. In some cases like the Tangail-Mymen- 
singh Road and the Krislmagar-Jaguli Road, it has been discovered that 
much longer time than even three to four years was taken to complete the 
roads. 

Sir, that being the experience, I submit that it is not a very wise policy 
to abandon or keep in suspension road projects simply because we do not 
at the present moment have enough materials to spare because there are 
important demands on our road materials for urgent military purposes. 

Sir, there are two directions in which I would like my constructive 
suggestions to be offered. The first thing is that with regard to important 
inter-provincial or inter-district roads, Government may at least finish the 
stages of survey, land acquisition and earth -work. That will leave the 
actual metalling of the roads over until after the war. 

Sir, with regard to another series of roads, namely, the village roads 
and inter-district roads, much more than that can be done. So far as 
village roads are concerned, I submit that we have had in the past no 
policy whatsoever. We had unfortunately been obsessed with a large 
degree of respect for local autonomy and here I am speaking with some 
amount of responsibility and hesitation too, representing as I do the muni- 
cipal constituency of the Presidency Division. With all due respect to our 
local bodies, I feel that so far as general planning or policy is concerned, 
the local bodies are not in a position to undertake the planning of roads 
in their respective areas and it should be the duty of Government to lay 
down certain general policies applicable to all local bodies not merely in 
the municipal areas but also in the rural areas so that they in their turn 
may know to what extent local funds may be available and to what extent 
Government may be prepared to come forward with assistance. In regard 
to the rural roads there is hardly any road policy and that is acting very 
seriously in hampering the growth of the right type of rural roads. As 
a matter of fact, our village roads are no better than pieces of tortuous 
land left over just as found convenient by owners of land without any 
suitable alignment, without any drainage and very often, Sir, neighbours 
do not have much respect for the road alignment and they try to encroach 
on the road sometimes leaving ultimately a very narrow strip of by-lane 
for people, cattle and carts to go through. Therefore, it should be our 
policy, Sir, to lay down definite plans as to the width that has to be main- 
tained, drainage that has to be kept properly and we should have some 
legislation — some definite legislation — to see that there may be proper type 
of usable*' roadB maintained throughout the province. 
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Here, Sir, a somewhat good progress was made, at least somewhat 
sincere attempts were made by the Bombay Government under the Congress 
regime. A Special Officer was appointed— an Engineer of reputation— to 
see how quickly village roads could be improved and through a series of 
experiments he demonstrated that ‘'although we could not make such 
good roads as would stand heavy motor traffic, fairly good roads could be 
constructed with not more than Rs. 2,000 a mile and the road surface was 
to be w r ith mere clay mixed with sand” and the only important thing about 
these roads that I could notice was that every road had a proper grading 
and proper drainage so that there would be no accumulation of water on 
the road surface. When I wan in Bombay a few years ago I met this 
energetic Engineer and made it a point to see one of the roads that he 
had constructed and I w r as delighted to see such kutcha roads. These 
ordinary village roads constructed according to his advice were standing 
normal bullock-cart traffic as well as some casual motor traffic quite all 
right even during the rains. I know f that so far as Bengal is concerned 
the soil condition is such that such roads may not also stand casual motor 
traffic in addition to normal bullock-cart traffic. I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister to see if he can do something like that and can adopt a road 
policy — if bigger roads cannot be constructed — at least during the war 
for constructing roads in rural areas which would not require such materials 
like stone, cement, sand and bitumen. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,06,16,000 for expenditure under the heads ”50 — 
Civil* Works” and ”81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my purpose in moving this cut motion is to draw the particular 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Works to the dangerous 
condition of the canal side roads between Manicktalla and Belgachia and 
the closure of the ITltadanga Bridge. Sir, 1 would not like even my w r orst 
enemy’s worst motor car to be driven by this road. It is, I understand, 
the proud privilege of the Public Works Department to maintain this road; 
though it is situated within the Calcutta area of the municipality, but 
being on the 2 sides of the canal w T hich belongs to the Irrigation Depart- 
ment Government have kept the maintenance of these roads in their own 
charge. I would have declared a reward if anybody, if any member of 
this House, can drivu a motor car through that road beginning from the 
Belgachia side, even a quarter of a mile, without at least coming across 
half a dozen bumps. I have brought the matter to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Minister 

The Hon’ble. Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I had a drive along that 
road without much difficulty. 

«h 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The Hon’ble Minister must have 
had an extra strong spring in his motor car. Or my friend has had to 
use many double tyres. Sir, I do not think even lorries can pass by that 
road. That is the road by which we have got to approach the TJltadanga 
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railway station, that is the road by which one goes to important mill areas 
but I cannot understand why Government Stould be so callous not only 
to the safety of the vehicular traffic but also to the serious danger to which 
people who pass by that road are exposed. Sir, the rainy season is coming 
and rain water will cover up the deep ditches inside the road. I am sure 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Works Department will 
receive some notice for paying compensation for deaths caused by keeping 
the road in such a horrible condition. But since this cut motion has been 
tabled, I must acknowledge with some gratefulness, some bricks had been 
collected near the road side with a view possibly to make necessary repairs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a Government road, Sir ? 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: This is absolutely a Government 
road and the Corporation of Calcutta has nothing to do with it. I under- 
stand that the Corporation Engineer has been in correspondence with 
Government to take steps in the matter of expediting repairs, but the 
Government is not doing anything in this matter. Without taking any 
further time of the House I would ask the Hon’ble Minister, who has 
stated that he lias seen the road himself, to take immediate action in the 
matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 will see to it, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Es. 1,06,10,000 for expenditure under the 
heads “50— Civil Works” and “81— Civil Works not charged to Revenue” 
be reduced by Es. 100. I move this to raise a discussion on the policy 
followed in the department. 

’ Sir, it appears that this very important spending department of the 

Government is suffering from an entire lack of any principle or fixed policy. 
Everybody in the House knows that the codes, manuals and rules df the 
department are about half a century old and require thorough overhauling 
to prevent waste, loopholes for dishonesty and so forth. A Special Officer 
was appointed for the purpose but the work was stopped when partly done. 
Thus the old defective rules have been allowed to continue, the work of 
revision so far done will be useless and so much money spent on it has 
been wasted. 

Sir, in the matter of Government of India’s Road Fund works a highly 
paid Special Officer was retained for one year even though the Chief 
Engineer is said to have opposed it on the ground that the peace time 
projects had to be slowed down or abandoned for the more important and 
urgent w T ar works and strategic roads and increase in the cost of materials. 

Sir, though a very large number of heavy projects have been under- 
taken, the department has failed to reorganise the executive staff and is 
following a policy of makeshift arrangements and helpless drift. Super- 
vision by superior officers which even in normal times appears to have been 
inadequate, has been reduced practically to nothing. 
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Sir, mushroom contractors have grown overnight on the recommenda- 
tion of this or that high offiofcl or party member or other interested people 
and these have been given big contracts. Sir, it is an open secret that 
many of these contractors have made and are making enormous profits at the 
cost of the people and some at least of the officers and persons in authority 
are sharing the spoils. Roads are being widened and surfaced hastily and 
carelessly. Sir, the House would no doubt agree with me that war 
emergency must not be allowed to be an excuse for criminal waste of money. 
Though the rates have had to be enhanced on account of the increase in 
the cost of materials and other factors but, Sir, no attempt has been made 
to keep the rates within reasonable limits. We know' that the actual 
labourers are not being paid appreciably above the pre-war rates even 
though the contractors are given at 5 or 6 times the old rates and often 
much higher for labour alone. Sir, one inevitable effect of this is dis- 
content and possibility of unrest among the labouring class — cost of living 
having increased enormously. Another palpable effect is that District 
Boards and other local authorities are not being able to get the services of 
contractors to maintain their ow r n works. 

Sir, even in the mptter of promotion no definite policy is being followed 
and this leads to nepotism and consequent deterioration in the morale of 
the services. 

% 

Sir, this department will naturally have to assume heavy responsibilities 
in post-war reconstruction and we find utter lack of foresight and want of 
attempt at framing any definite plan or policy. There is not even an ~ 
attempt to execute the war emergency works in a manner that would retain 
their usefulness after the war. 

Sir, I would conclude by saying that truly the department is now 
drifting in a derelict fashion and the old “Public Waste Department” has 
now become a department of “Criminal Waste,” “Careless Works” and 
“Cause for Worry.” 

'Vf'ith these few r words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. * 

Mr. Q. MORGAN* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move my amend- 
ment No. 28 that the demand of Rs. 1,06,16,000 for expenditure under the 
heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion 
about policy and post-war planning w’ith regard to roads. 

Sir, so far as the present budget is concerned there is nothing inspiring 
in the road programme, money having been allotted for continuing work 
already in progress, but I want a declaration from Government as to the 
general policy of road construction, especially with regard to post-war 
planning. 

It is interesting to know that the I.R.T.D.A. Council has been in 
correspondence with Sir Edward Benthall, Transport Member of the Govern- 
ment of India, on the subject of road construction as part of a post-war 
programme and also, in view of the big development of road transport 
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expected after the war, attention should now be paid to the co-ordination 
of road and rail. Three important points have been put forward by the 
I.R.T.D.A. They are so important that with your permission I put them 
separately. 

(1) That the Association is convinced that the acceptance of the 
principle of building roads from capital is a necessary pre-requisite of any 
plan, and that no adequate plan can be prepared on any other basis. 

(2) That the construction of new roads should be entrusted to a new 
agency outside the Communications and Works — roads being constructed 
in the same manner as docks are constructed for a Port Trust, and then 
handed over to the Communications and Works for maintenance. 

(3) The Government of India should (‘all for a programme from each 
province showing what they consider the minimum requirements of new 
main and subsidiary roads and so to plan the roads that the system would 
co-ordinate with railways and waterways. 

(4) Each province should be provided with a Roads Committee with 
power to employ a Consulting Engineer highly trained and experienced in 
modern road construction. 

Sir, these points are well worth consideration and under those various 
points I make the following remarks: — 

With regard to No. 1, finance is all important. The present system of 
financing from revenue is not satisfactory. 

Item No. 2 is long overdue. Communications should be one department 
and Works another. Roadmaking is a special job and should be a depart- 
ment by itself stalled by Engineers with special training. 

Item No. 3 is more or less what is done at present. Each province sends 
up its programme for the \ ear to the Central Government for approval, 
but the programmes should be submitted to the Roads Committee visualized 
in item No. 4, that is, Provincial Roads Committee. 

Sir, we have our King’s Survey and Report and it is necessary that — 

Firstly, Communications should be separated from Works and a Roads 
Committee appointed. 

Secondly, the programme for the coming year should be submitted to 
the Roads Committee for approval before same is forwarded to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Sir, there used to be a Communications and Works Committee to advise 
the Minister in charge but it seems to have disappeared. 

Sir, I now call upon Government to take up this road matter seriously 
and at once separate Communications from Works and appoint a Roads 
Committee, so that present and future planning of road construction can 
be properly dealt with, both as regards our own provincial roads and inter- 
provincial connections. 

Sir, recognition of the importance of road transport is long overdue. 
It is destined to play a major part in post-war recovery. And by far the 
23 
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most important nation-building activity is the construction and main- 
tenance of rural communication. Efficient use of a country depends mainly 
on rural communications. 

Sir, in this connection the Hon’ble Minister has done a great deal of 
touring in the past two months and I hope that this question of roads and 
rural communications has been his first thought in making his inspection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I would not have 
intervened in this debate. But there is a cut motion in the order paper 
which has not been moved in connection with which I desired to make an 
announcement. That is in connection with the cut motion wffiich had been 
tabled by Mr. Muhammad Israil seeking to raise a discussion on the 
omission to provide money in the next year’s budget for a climatic 
sanatorium. I find that Mr. Israil has not moved that motion but still 
I feel, Sir, that the arrangements which Government have been able to 
make for the treatment of poorer patients should be stated before this 
House. 

Now, Sir, it is well known that for the last three or four 

years Government have been in search of a site in the Hima- 
layas. Ultimately a site was selected which would involve Govern- 
ment in a cost of Rs. 47 lakhs, the cost of constructing a 

road alone going up to Rs. 13 lakhs. Government had to abandon that 
project. Failure to secure materials in war time also stood in the w*ay of 
any construction of any kind at all being undertaken. That w r as a situa- 
tion which Government could not contemplate wfith equanimity from the 
point of view of tackling the enormous tuberculosis problem in this 
province. We find that it is not possible for Government to undertake a 

project of this character in this emergency. But we cannot sit back in a 

helpless mood. We have now* decided to endow* 50 additional free beds 
in the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital and for that purpose to make a 
permanent additional recurring grant of Rs. 50,000 per year. The result 
is that Government will endow from the next year altogether 80 free beds 
and their total annual contribution to the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital 
would amount to Rs. 80,000 per year. 

Sir, immediately this Ministry came into office year before last it 
raised the grant to the Tuberculosis Hospital from Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 20,000. 
This year it has been possible for us to raise the grant from Rs. 30,000 to 
Rs. 80,000 per year. I know that this only touches the fringe of the 
problem of tuberculosis in this province. But even in this emergent time 
when the calls on the purse of Government are so frequent and so insistent 
in other respects it is some satisfaction to us that we have been able to 
endow at least 80 beds in this hospital which has earned universal admira- 
tion for the work it is doing. I am also aware that all sections of the House, 
irrespective of party affiliations, have got a soft corner for this institution 
and for those who are working for this cause with such devotion. I am 
glad, Sir, to have this opportunity of making this announcement. Every 
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member of this House frequently receives applications for recom- 
mendations for free beds. It will now be possible for us to meet the ever- 
growing demand for free beds in this hospital which is doing such excel- 
lent work in the cause of relieving human suffering. (Applause.) 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I ask one question, Sir? Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please tell us what has happened to the money that was 
donated by a certain gentleman for the purposes of a climatic sanatorium? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, 1 am glad that 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has raised this question. We would have been 
able to go into it in greater detail if the cut motion had been moved. That 
money is in the hands of Her Excellency the Marchioness of Linlithgow; 
and because the Government of Bengal has not been able to find out a 
suitable site and provide the materials for construction, that money is still 
in her hands and has not been spent yet. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I find the main 
criticism that has been levelled against this department is about the road 
policy. Before I take up particular items I will dispose of certain items. 
I will first take up the point raised by Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta. He 
has complained a bout the canal road. I give him an assurance that the 
matter has been taken up and will receive careful consideration not only 
of the officials but also of the Ministry. 

My friends Dr. Sanyal and Mr. Morgan have suggested certain plans 
to be followed so far as road making is concerned, and I will take them 
up just now. I will not deal with all the items that are before me. In 
the budget it has been stated that we have decreased the allotment so far 
as building is concerned. I will simply deal with the question of iuture 
reconstruction of road planning, because to me it seems to be the most 
important thing that has been discussed in this House this afternoon. 1 
will give the Hou*e a little idea of the road planning that has been under- 
taken by Government up till now. 

In April, 1938, a Special Officer designated Special Officer, Road Fund 
Works, and some staff were appointed, the expense being debited to the 
Central Road Fund allotted to this province and they were entrusted with 
the task of expediting the Road Fund Works. The work was taken up 
and some roads have been completed and others are in actual progress. 
The war came in and the engineers and staff have been taken away and 
materials could not be had. So, we had to stop those works and those 
roads. 

Sir, as regards village roads and other roads which do not require such 
materials as stone, cement, bitumen and asphalt, I hope I will make the 
position clear when I give a picture before the House as to what we propose 
to do in the near future. Government are alive to the question of planning 
post-war road development on an ambitious scale. They are aware what 
part a vigorous construction programme can play in the general 
industrialisation of the country and in combating unemployment and other 
aftermaths of war during the post-war period. They also realise that such 
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a programme cannot be entirely financed from revenue receipts. Govern- 
ment are therefore willing to consider the question of raising necessary 
fund by capitalising a suitable portion of their regular revenues. The 
details have not however as yet been worked out. 

Sir, before I conclude, I think I should state before the House the 
ideas I have gained during the short term of my office as Communication 
Minister in this province about the road problem. If we were able to 
undertake any comprehensive review of what has been achieved in the past, 
we should find ground both for satisfaction and for misgiving. The develop- 
ment of the main road system has been extensive and it has had big effects 
on the life and the economy of the province. Those who have done so much 
to lead in spite of this development, can look back on a big achievement. 
But few will question this appraisement when one refers to the unbalanced 
state of the road system. This is a subject on which anyone who, unlike 
myself, is interested in railway traffic touches with diffidence; but it does 
seem that a disproportionate amount of our resources has gone to developing 
the main arteries and that the large and virtually undeveloped rural 
tracts have got rather less than they deserve, and much less than they 
need. 

There is a very important factor to which I would like to refer in brief 
Und it is the close connection between road development and the internal 
combustion engine. There has been a tendency to talk as if the motor 
vehicle was tbe only user of the road. We hear constantly of the needs 
of motor transport but very little of the needs of those who depend on time- 
honoured means of transport such as the bullock cart. Can it be that this 
is because those interested in motor transport are more vocal? They have 
a press to voice their woes, they form associations, they conduct propa- 
ganda, while their rivals on the road are mute. Moreover, as town dwellers 
they — or might I even say we — naturally think first of improving facilities 
between cities and along routes which are already familiar. 

The road problem did not start with the introduction of motor transport; 
they are not even now, in tbe main, problems of motor transport, and they 
will not in tbe future relate solely to motor transport. The villagers 
needed a good road long before the internal combustion engine was invented; 
and most of them are waiting for it still. These ideas that are increasingly 
engaging popular imagination should govern our decisions while under- 
taking any plan or programme for post-war reconstruction. I may confess 
to tbe idea that circumstances make it difficult to secure at present any 
comprehensive review of road policy for we have reached a stage when, 
if conditions had been more auspicious, we might well have paused to take 
stock of the position and decided how to set our course for the future. But 
the demands of the war on our energies are imperative and the situation, 
with its financial and constitutional uncertainties, is not one in which 
reliable long-term plans can be prepared. Even in such a matter as road- 
making the war is already playing a big part, and it is a matter for satis- 
faction that in this sphere tbe war effort should leave behind it something 
of lasting benefit to the community. 
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Problems of the character mentioned above can perhaps be tackled and' 
solved by the orthodox method of securing funds and applying them 
economically. But I doubt myself if the wider problem of rural transport 
is soluble by such methods. I find it difficult to visualize any loan or tax 
in money that will supply the countryside with great net-work of all- 
weather roads that it needs. Is it perhaps possible that the solution dies 
not with any external official agency but with the people themselves? The 
capacity of most people in this province to contribute in money towards 
public work and public welfare is sorely limited, but there are multitudes 
who could contribute in kind. Here, where we are constantly told that 
so many have time to spare, road-making would bring quicker results than 
the spinning-wheel is likely to achieve. 

About 70 years ago Ruskin, who was then Professor of Art at Oxford, 
took his students out to build roads in the surrounding country. England 
scoffed at the absurdity of the idea; for in this, as in other ideas, he was 
years ahead of his time. He was trying to teach lessons that we have 
not yet absorbed fully today — the dignity of labour, the value of using 
one’s hands, the importance of social service and the need of common effort 
by all classes for all classes of men. 

It may be argued that any big advance along such lines is hardly 
possible without a measure of compulsion and that the public at present 
would not accept compulsion. I think that is true. Memories of centuries 
of be gar remain, and this would seem like a return to the old days when 
roads were made and maintained by forced labour. But such forced labour 
was feared and disliked because it was largely imposed by external authority 
on a limited number of poor men for the benefit of others. Would there 
always be the same objection to a free people resolving that all, rich and 
poor alike, shall give some days of their year to causes of common benefit? 
Imagination glows at the thought of the bureaucrat released for a few 
days from his files for the open road, the businessman losing a few 
thousands in healthy exertion, the doctor getting an unusual tonic, the 
journalist writing his sermons in stones, the schoolmaster learning in a 
new 'school. 

It may look fantastic dream, perhaps a nightmare to some. I am not 
advocating a policy for the present; because it is not practical politics at 
the present moment and the most enthusiastic advocate of uplift by compul- 
sion will find, when the time comes, that there is a good deal that can be 
said against it. But it is occasionally profitable to ponder over questions 
that may arise in the future, and this is one of them. 

I do for this reason propose to convene a conference .of the representa- 
tives of the various local bodies such as the District Boards, representatives 
of parties in the Legislatures and other rural institutions who can discuss 
on problems affecting their constituencies in the matter of village roads 
and give us the benefit of their ideas and advice. Bengal is very poor in 
the matter of her road communication ; especially rural Bengal suffers very 
much for the want of roads that can connect the villages with inter-district 
roads. So, in our future plans we have to bear in mind that the net-work 
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of road-making does not lose the idea of connecting the villages with our 
inter-district and trunk roads. In the matter of maintenance of the roads 
also that are in existence we have many problems to face. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: In the distant future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No, in the very near 
future. With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House, and I hope that my honourable friends will be pleased to 
withdraw their amendments. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,06,16,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, in view of the assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Minister that the matter is being attended to not formally 
but that he is personally seeing to it, I would like to beg leave of the 
House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,06,16,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then, by the leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman that the demand of 
Rs. 1,06,16,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

Mr. G. MORGAN; Sir, in view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble 
Minister, I wmuld beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that the demand of Rs. 1,06,16,000 for 
expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then, by the leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed that a sum of 
Rs. 1,06,16,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil 
Works” and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue”, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-20 p.m. till 3-15 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 18th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
18th Maj*ch, 1943, at 3-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 4 Hou’ble 
Ministers and 161 members. 

Want of quorum. 

[When the House assembled the attention of Mr. Speaker was drawn to 
the fact that there was no quorum. It was found after counting of heads 
that there was no quorum in the House and the warning bell was rung for 
about 3 minutes when on recounting it was found that there was quorum 
present.] 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Questions. ' 

Point of privilege. 

Dr. NALINAKSH A 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege, before 
we pioceed with the ordinary business of the House. 

Sir, as you are aware, yesterday a large number of famished women and 
children came into the precincts of this House and certain steps were taken. 
Sir, you were not in the Chair at that time. Mr. Deputy Speaker who was 
in the Chair was pleased to adjourn the House for some time and the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister made a reference to it in the House itself. But we find that 
the entire report about that incident has been suppressed by Government 
and the demand of these hungry women and children has not found any 
mention in the newspapers. It may be a matter which may have been 
actuated w’ith the best of intentions. But I would submit, Sir, that the 
proceedings of this House have a privilege and a sanctity, and it is up to 
you to protect them. So far as the Press is concerned, the Press has to 
take orders from the Press Officer. We would like to know from the Hon ble 
Minister in charge what the position is and whether it is the policy of the 
Government to suppress any expression of legitimate desire on the part of 
the people even if it is not accompanied by any threat of violence or disorder. 
I would like to know’ from the Hon’ble Minister the position very clearly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is not the 

policy of Government to suppress anything, far less the very expression of 
public opinion. It is true, Sir, that last night instructions were given to 
the Press not to publish anything regarding the demonstrations held in the 
compound of the Assembly House yesterday afternoon. Sir, it was 
apprehended that publication of that might lead to a repetition in this House 
or elsewhere or it may be in other places in the mufassal. We are waiting 
to see what happens and if the whole thing subsides the order given to the 
Press will certainly be withdrawn. The order that was passed was done as a 
measure oi caution and not to curtail the liberty of the Press. 
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STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Distress in Pabna district and Test Relief Work. 

•171. Maulvi AZAHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department aware of the fact that — 

(i) the people of the district of Pabna, specially the labour class, have 

been hard-hit for want of work owing to failure of crops and 
distress prevailing among the cultivating classes; and 

(ii) that no test relief work has been started there by District Board 

as was done in previous years of distress ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government propose to take to ameliorate 
the condition of the labour class in the district P 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) (/) No. There is some distress due to 
failure of crops. The attendance at the test relief works, however, has been 
meagre. 

(ii) Repair of roads on test work basis has been started by the District 
Board at (1) Natiabari, (2) Santhia, (3) Kazipur and (4) Kaijuri. 

( h) Does not arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how much has been estimated to be given to the district board for test 
relief ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The information 
is not here, but I shall make enquiries and let the honourable member know. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer (a) (;), namely, 
the attendance at the test relief works, however, has been meagre, will the 
Hon’lle Minister be pleased to state what is the rate of remuneration given 
to the labourers P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As a rule the rate 
of remuneration given under the Famine Code sometimes differs in different 
circumstances because the rate is fixed on the basis of the price of rice 
prevailing at the time. I have not got any information here as to what is 
the price of rice at present in this particular locality, but if my honourable 
friend desires the information, the information will be made available. 

Maulvi AHMED ALV MRIDHA: What is the average income per day of 
a test relief-worker? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have 
referred to the rate of remuneration in reply to the question just put by Mr. 
Tami^uddin Khan. This rate, as I have already stated, depends upon the 
price of rice in the locality. I am saying that on the basis of my review of 
the situation in Midnapore. 
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Mtulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I have myself put certain questions 
on this subject, and the Famine Manual I have read entirely. There are 
certain principles laid down in it, but unfortunately the principles have not 
been followed. One such principle is that when rice sells at such and such 
prices, the worker will be paid at such and such rates. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am unable to say 
that. 

Maillvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry into the matter and settling the 
rate himself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall certainly 
consider the question. With regard to the assurance that the honourable 
member may ask of me, I may tell him that although I may be a sympathetic 
person yet I have to rely upon a number of factors. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the percentage of failure of crops in this district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not in * 

position to answer that question tonight, but if my honourable friend desires 
that information, that information will be made available to him. 

Short-notice Question No. 171 A. 

(When Secretary called the name of the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath 
Barman to answer the question, the Hon’ble Mr. Barman was not in the 
Chamber. ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Mr. Barman is unavoidably absent at the present moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But it is a short-notice question which should be* 
answered as soon as possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Mr. Barman is away in conection with the Upper House election. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, the question may stand over for the* 
present. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Allowances to security prisoners. 

52. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of security prisoners (political; — 

(1) before the 9th August, 1942, and 
• (2) on the 31st January, 1943; 
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(it) the number of persons — 

(1) arrested under section 129, Defence of India Rules, and 

(2) convicted under Defence of India Rules; 

(in) the number of security prisoners — 

(1) who applied for family allowance, and 

(2) who have been granted family allowance; and 

(tV) the number of persons who have been granted study allowance, the 
(1) maximum, and (2) minimum of (1) family and (2) study 
allowances granted? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of paying to 
each security prisoner in view of the high prices of all commodities — 

( i ) a personal allowance of Rs.20 per month; 

(ii) a study allowance to each examinee; and 

(Hi) family allowance with a minimum of Rs.30 per month in all cases 
where the bread earner has been detained? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) ( i ) As the figures for the dates asked for are not 
available, I give the figures corrected up to 28th July, 1942, and 28th January, 
1943, respectively. 

(1) 447. 

(2) 1,643. 

(it) (1) 142 and (2) 1,35 5 on the 28th January, 1943. 

(Hi) (1) 852 and (2) 193 up to the 26th February, 1943. 

(iv) Under the existing rules study allowance is not granted. 

The maximum and minimum amounts of family allowance so far granted 
are respectively Rs.75 and Rs.6 per month. 

(b) The question of the grant of a study allowance to each examinee 
is under my consideration. I do not consider it necessary to grant a personal 
allowance to each security prisoner. Neither do I consider it necessary to 
fix a minimum amount of Rs.30 per month as family allowance because the 
rate of family allowance depends on the merits of each individual case. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House whether in addition to the family allowance Government are 
considering the question of giving to the families a special medical allowance 
in case of illness in the families ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We will consider that point. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister please tell 
the House whether any consideration is going to be made about the life 
insurance premium of the security prisoners? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter has been under 
consideration; no decision has been come to yet. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With Tegard to study allowance, how 
long has the matter been under consideration of the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as I am concerned it has 
not been very long, because I came across the papers after notice of this was 
given, but I hope I will be able to give a satisfactory answer very soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that study allowance was to some extent allowed by the 
previous Ministry in power and has been curtailed or suspended by the 
present Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, I do not think so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the present arrangements for granting study allowance 
compared to the arrangements before December, 1941 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly, I take it as a notice. 
I think nothing has been curtailed. I will give an answer later on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 3ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there has been any interference or attempt at interference by 
the Government of India in the matter of granting of such allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not fair for the Minister in charge 
to say “not aware”; he should either say “yes” or “no”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ant not aware. I will look up 
the papers. At the present moment I cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (iii) regarding 
the number of applications for family allowances, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what measures have been devised to see that quicker 
disposal of these applications is effected ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We are revising many of these 
applications which have been rejected. On receipt of memorials applications 
are revised. All that I can say is that I am working unaided and unassisted 
and as much time as I can give I am giving. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What is the basis on which the amount 
of Rs. G per month has been fixed? Is it on the basis of the monthly 
expenses for maintaining one person or two persons or three persons in a 
family or none? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact various 
considerations are taken into account. A full report is asked for. Not 
merely the number of members of the family but also their other sources of 
income are taken into account. As regards each particular individual, if 
he is an earning member, generally a high rate of allowance is given, but if 
he is not ^n earning member 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No allowance is given. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Not necessarily. Sometimes 
it so happens that if he is a boy who is prosecuting his studies or for some 
other consideration, then a lower sum/ris given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware of any single case in which a non-earning member’s 
family has been allowed a family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give any instance, but 
I think we have given allowance to such members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to question ( b ) (iii) 
the answer is “Neither do I consider it necessary to fix a minimum amount 

of Us. 30 per month will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 

what is in his estimate the minimum allowance for maintaining one person 
for one month ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If he is a full-grown man, under 
present circumstances nothing less than Rs. 12. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: For food only. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: For clothing and other things 
Rs. 15. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then on what basis Rs. 0 is determined? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no hard-and-fast rule. 
The rates of allowances vary according to circumstances. In view of the 
rise of foodstuffs and other articles, I admit that there is a case for increased 
allowance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even on the previous scale of diet, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the approximate or average 
expense on a prisoner comes to anything less than Rs. 6? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Formerly a flat rate of Rs. 10 
was allowed. We have relaxed that and we are giving a higher rate of 
allowance. Here it is stated that a minimum of Rs. 30 would be needed. 
In some cases it may not be necessary. Allowance is not given to compen- 
sate for the loss to the family, but to prevent the family from getting into 
destitution and for that purpose a lesser sum may be necessary. To decide 
what ought to be the minimum each case has to be judged on its own merits. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that considerable feeling exists in the country regarding 
the niggardly attitude of the Government in the matter of allowances — both 
in granting as well as in fixing the sum actually to be paid? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is a section of the people 
who are dissatisfied. I am aware of it. 
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Persons arrested in Midnapore and detained as security prisoners* 

53. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing, 
thana by thana, during the period of 8th July, 1942, to 31st January, 1943 — 

(a) the total number of persons arrested in the district of Midnapore; 

(b) the total number of arrests of Midnapore people outside the district; 

(c) the total number of Midnapore people detained in various jails as 

security prisoners (separate list as per different jails); 

(d) the total number of convicted persons in Midnapore Jail (Central) 

and all the sub-jails of the district with reference to their 
classification ; 

(c) the total number of undertrials in all ihe jails of the district on the 
31st January, 1943; and 

(/) total number of persons acquitted on trial? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The information asked for is not 

readily available and cannot be collected without an expenditure of time, 
labour and stationery which would be unjustifiable in the present emergency. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how it is impossible to collect the total number of persons arrested 
in the district of Midnapore from the 8th July, 1942, to 31st January, 1943? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. The question is 
divided into six parts. One single part may be a small matter, but the 
cumulative effect of all the six may be a big matter and that is a big matter. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to divide this question into six parts and give answers to those parts which 
are readily available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; If my honourable friend wants 
answers piecemeal, I shall certainly answer. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I understand the Hon’ble Minister to 
say that the Government think it improper to make an expenditure of time, 
labour and even some stationery for collecting information about people who 
have been deprived of their liberty without trial? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the question is put in that 
way I must say that merely because a man is deprived of his liberty Govern- 
ment is under no obligation to furnish the details to anybody, but if a ques- 
tion is put as*a question of privilege of a member of this House I have got to 
answer. I would ask the honourable member to go through the list and 
decide for himself whether the jaded and overworked officers of Government, 
having regard to all the facts and circumstances, have got the time to sit 
down and collect all the information necessary to give a satisfactory answer. 
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Dr- NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to these six questions, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which particular question is consi- 
dered by him to be difficult for jaded and overworked Government officers to 
collect and reply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: With members like my 
honourable friend rising to put supplementary questions on every conceivable 
occasion, every question is of an extraordinary character and the whole list 
is 60 formidably heavy that, as I have already said, the cumulative effect 
certainly debars anyone from sitting down to answer the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister, who is a 
versatile genius, apply his mind on these questions specifically, without 
having a general formula stated for all, and state which particular informa- 
tion of these six questions is not readily available? So far as we can find 
only (b) may be difficult, .but so far as (a), ( c ), ( d ), ( e ) and (/) are 
concerned, the information is readily available. For example, the total 
number of under-trials in all the jails. Daily statements are made in the 
Jail Kegister at the close of the day and the total number of under-trials is 
noted . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the Minister in charge may 
be a versatile genius, but the poor clerks are half-educated. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The answer is the Minister’s answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I shall make an attempt to 
give the due answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

Held-over questions. 

(Held-over starred question No. (>2 was then called and again held over.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What about the Nawab Bahadur? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur is not here, and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Barman is also not here. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I submitted yesterday that the 
Parliamentary Secretary could have been asked to answer these questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It appears that that arrangement has not been made. 

Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: Sir, I am quite prepared to answer the 
supplementary questions on behalf of the Nawab Bahadur if it is the desire 
of the House, but I do not like to be considered guilty of shirking my duties. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Nobody perhaps thought in that way. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We are prepared to have the answer 
tbi >mgh her rather than from an ill-informed Minister. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She will do better justice than the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Expenditure for maintaining the Directorate of Civil Supplies. 

10. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state the 
expenditure incurred for running the Department of Director of Civil Supplies, 
Bengal, in December, 1942? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): Its. 25,900 
approximately, for the Headquarter Office and the Office of the Controller 
of Civil Supplies, Calcutta. If the honourable member wants to know the 
expenditure incurred by District and Subdivisional Supply Offices as well, 
necessary information will be collected and shown to him subsequently. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble the Chief Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the expenditure of the Civil Supply 
Directorate is soaring daily high and high, because some of the officers have 
not the courtesy to consult the Finance Department about the expenses P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Is that a question directed to 
me? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes. The question is about the 
expenditure for maintaining the Directorate of Civil Supplies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL H\JQ: I am not Nawab Habibullah 
Bahadur. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You are the Chief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not in a position to answer 
that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question relates to the Civil 
Supply Directorate. My question is: is the Finance Minister 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U : H ow can he answer that 
question ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That question is answered and the total 
amount is shown. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been answered by the Nawab Bahadur. 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: Sir, I want to suggest one thing. I wish 
that this question be held over. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister is so very 
occupied that it is simply impossible for him to take up the work of another 
Minister in .addition to his own work. As the Parliamentary Secretary I am 
quite prepared to answer the supplementary questions, and I shall do my 
best in my humble way to answer the supplementaries as far as possible, if 
only Dr. Sanyal will be a little (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Charitable I) 
merciful \o me. (Laughter.) 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have before me a question already 
answered, and I have put a question now to a Minister who is in the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will take it as a notice, and 
.answer it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let me complete my question then. Is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware that without his own personal knowledge and 
without the actual approval of the Finance Minister large sums, namely, 
Rs. 2,500 as salary for the Secretary of the Distributing Trades Tribunal, 
Rs. 2,000 each for two members of the Distributing Trades Tribunal and a 
^certain amount of money for the wife of the Secretary of the Tribunal to 
-enable him to appoint his wife as his Personal Assistant in the department 
.have been sanctioned and that wife has been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that his 
attention was drawn to this matter ten days ago and that the impending 
attempt by the Secretary, Mr. Scott, to get his wife appointed as his Personal 
Assistant was also brought to his notice? What action was taken by him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was gossip and not 
information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that the appointment has been finished? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Do not put your questions in a hurry. You have put 
your question forcefully and the Hon’ble the Chief Minister is ready to 
answer you so far as it is within his knowledge, but put your question slowly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the questioner himself brought to his notice this fact that an attempt 
was being made by the Secretary, Mr. Scott, of the Distributing Trades 
Tribunal to get his wife appointed as his Personal Assistant on a very high 
salary and that his wife was being brought down from Lahore by payment 
of travelling allowance from Lahore by the Government of Bengal? Was 
this matter brought to his notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement about his wife was 
made to me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What was the action taken by him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There was no occasion for me to 
take any action, because at that time no appointment had been made and 
also I was not making any appointment. So I do not know if the appoint- 
ment lias been made at all. If my honourable friend gives me a written 
question or as many question as he likes, I will try to give answers. 
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• Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Government is prepared to make an enquiry in the matter P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, yes. I will take it as a 
notice and I will answer it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the qualifications of Mrs. Scott? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Family allowances of political security prisoners. 

•93. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the number of applica- 
tions for family allowance received from political security prisoners? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(/) the number of prisoners that have been granted such allowance; and 

(h) the amount given to each of them? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the principle upon 
which the grant of such allowance is made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The information is not 
readily available. 

(6) (t) 163. 

(ti) The amount given ranges from Rs.6 to Its. 75 per month. 

(c) I refer the honourable member to the comm unique, dated the 12th 
September, 1942, of which a copy is laid on the Library Table. 

8tarred question No. 94. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: vSir, before any supplementary 
questions are put, I want to state that I did not know that this question will 
be taken up today. I have not got the files here, and I am not prepared. I 
pray that this question may be held over. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, there is no answer to the question 
as to whether Sreejukta Bimal Protiva Devi was segregated or kept alone. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the file here. I 
do not know that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He wants time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I did not know that this question 
will come up today. 

(The Question was again held over.) 
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Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of complaint. Even tire 
Hon’ble Chief Minister does not know what questions will be answered. It 
would be better if the Secretariat of this House w r ould inform the members 
what questions are going to be answered on any particular date. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There has been some difficulty with regard to this 
matter. Many questions have been held over. He has given an assurance 
that it will be taken up on the next working day. 

Appointment of Home Guards and the members of the Muslim 

League. 

•160. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Civil Defence) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

( i ) that a circular was issued to the District Officers prohibiting the 

appointment of Muslim Leaguers as Captains or Vice-Captains 
of the Home Guards; and 

(ii) that District Officers w^ere enjoined to consult the executives of 

the Hindu Mahasabha in the formation of the guards and the 
appointment of the personnel? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (*) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(b) Does not arise as regards (a) (it). As regards (a) (?), the prohibition 
was temporary until the attitude of the Muslim League to the Home Guard 
which was then equivocal, had been clarified. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if^any other revised circular has been issued by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Oh yes, immediately. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Questions over. 

DEMAND8 FOR CRANT8. 

40 — Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 51,54,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40 — 
Agriculture”. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, on behalf of Nawabzada IL Nasarullah I beg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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Sir, the object of this motion is to raise a discussion on the failure of 
Government to supply seeds to agriculturists. 

Sir, I beg further to move that the demand of Rs. 51,54,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of this motion is to raise a discussion on the failure of “Grow More 
Food” campaign. 

You know, Sir, that considering the circumstances prevailing in the 
country there can be no denying the fact that the province needs more food. 
The normal production is far below the minimum demand. Everyone 
realises the imperative necessity of growing more food to save our teeming 
millions from starvation. But the question is, how to do it? The “Grow 
More Food” campaign as started and conducted by Government has totally 
failed. Far from achieving its desired object, it has in many cases caused 
unnecessary harassment to the producers of food. The reasons are obvious. 
Government started the movement in a half-hearted and indifferent manner 
without any definite policy or scheme behind it. It has neither helped the 
producers nor added anything to food granary of the province. 

Sir, it is unthinkable that a Government which is supposed to be 
responsible can deal with such a matter of vital importance in such an 
irresponsible and ill-conceived manner. Government started distribution of 
paddy seeds to cultivators at random, indiscriminately and unsystematically 
without even ascertaining the needs and requirements of' different places. 
1 know of a place in Jamalpur thana where the officers of the Agricultural 
Department circulated by beat of drum that they would distribute good 
paddy seeds. At first people were not forthcoming because they had their 
requisite quota in stock. The officer thought that it would not be to his 
credit if he failed to distribute the quantity placed at his disposal. He 
therefore managed to dispose of several maunds of padd\ amongst the 
members of the village where he used to stay. As soon as people of neigh- 
bouring villages and unions came to know that paddy was being distributed 
in maunds, they all came to ask for it from the officer concerned, not with 
intent to use it as seed but ter consume it as food. The officer was then 
unable to meet the demand and he had to purchase more paddy from the local 
market for distribution through the help of union boards. In some cases 
people were given cash money instead of paddy. It did not help the 
campaign, but it gave some jelief to the poor people so far as they were able 
to provide food for their ever-hungry stomachs for the time being — not of 
course without bitter results in the long run. 

Sir, here is a petition with me from some villagers of my constituency 
with complaints that they took loans at the rate of Rs. 3-2 each on condition 
of repaying the same by one maund of paddy in kind or at the rate of Rs. 4-8 
in cash whichever is preferred. But to their misfortune they had to repay 
it at varied rates of Rs. 6 to Rs. 7-8 each for a loan of Rs. 3-2 only. I am 
going to forward this petition to the Hon’ble Minister in charge, and I hope 
he will take necessary action in the matter. 
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Sir, this was the way how the “Grow More Food” campaign was so far 
conducted by Government. I should like to make some concrete suggestions 
very briefly for consideration of the Hon’ble Minister in charge. They are 
as follows: — 

Government should make an estimate of the quantity of food 
crops normally produced in the province and that of the additional quantity 
that may be required to meet the minimum demand. The respective average 
acreage of land necessary should also be estimated : 

Needs and requirements of different places for seeds — particularly of 
those where additional land may be available for cultivation of food crops 
should first be ascertained : 

Government should set up a machinery to see that the seeds advanced to 
cultivators are used for the purpose for which they are given : 

Government should obtain reports of areas where the soil has deteriorated 
and where it can be improved for cultivation of food crops. Steps should 
be taken to do the needful where necessary : 

District and subdivisional committees should be formed to give effect to 
the concrete schemes of the Government and not for academic discussions 
only as are being done at present. These local committees should have 
scope to make suggestions and recommendations to Government for action 
as local conditions may require : 

Last but not least, jute acreage should be reduced to a minimum for the 
purpose of growing more food in the land thus available. 

Sir, we need food and need it very badly. If the Government has any 
intention to avoid a catastrophe, they should take up the campaign of 
growing more food seriously and prepare a comprehensive scheme for the 
purpose. They should proceed methodically and earnestly. Unless this is 
so done, any expenditure for propaganda works alone would be worse than 
useless. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced 
by Es. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on the futility of “Grow More 
Food” campaign. 

Sir, the “Grow More Food” campaign of Government has been an utter 
failure. In the course of another debate members from all groups of the 
House proved that this campaign was a mere paper campaign, and, 
consequently, waste of money. 

Sir, the policy of this “Grow More Food” campaign reminds us of the 
story of an ancient king who had an extra-affectionate queen. One day the 
queen wished that a tank should be excavated and that must be filled with 
milk. So, the subjects were ordered to fill the tank with milk and the 
Contribution of every subject was fixed at one lota of milk. Everyone 
expected that all persons would contribute one lota of milk. Some of them, 
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however, thought that if one of them would contribute only a lota of water 
instead of milk, it would never be detected. As a result it happened that 
everyone contributed water instead of milk and the tank, instead of being 
filled with milk, was filled with water. Sir, this propaganda for “Grow More 
Food” has been exactly of a like nature. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister the other day in the course of another debate 
told us that Government have done what was humanly possible, but on 
enquiry we find that nothing precious has been done and the result is 
absolutely nil. If the present policy — and the present policy is that it is 
nobody’s business — continues to be followed, the result will be that there 
would be no additional food. We warned the Government that this policy 
was not at all a good policy. The result is now perceived by the Hon’ble 
Ministers — particularly yesterday they got an idea of what was the position 
in the countryside. 

Sir. to cite an example, I may state that as a result of the cyclone in my 
constituency, that is, in the Diamond Harbour subdivision, at least, 2,00,000 
bighas of land have been totally destroyed. At that time we expected that 
Government will give some help to the agriculturists, but up till now I can 
say this much that no adequate help has been given in that locality. Under 
normal circumstances, Sir, the total crop that was harvested in this area was 
about 15 lakh maunds of paddy, but the requirements of the people of the 
locality amounted to about five lakh maunds. So, if Government make a 
little propaganda they can have ten lakh maunds of paddy as surplus from 
this locality alone. 

Now, Sir, I shall offer a concrete suggestion for the acceptance of the 
Government. I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed to 
conclude his speech in two minutes.) 

to help the people of this area in every possible way. So far as I know, 

Sir, very meagre contributions have been made for the relief of the 
sufferers. So far as agricultural loan is concerned, I understand that a sum 
of only Rs. 90 or Jts. 100 is given to a group of eight or ten cultivators and 
the result is that every individual agriculturist gets only Rs. 9 or Rs. 10 
which is not at all sufficient either for the purchase of cattle or of agricul- 
tural implements or of seeds. Therefore, I would suggest to the Hon’ble 
Minister to see that they can somehow keep themselves alive till the end of 
the year and in order to do that it is necessary that at least one lakh maund 
of paddy should be sent there. There is dearth of money in some quarters 
and even if money is given there is no food in the locality to be bought with 
that money. Restrictions on paddy should be removed so far as its supply 
in that locality is concerned and seeds should also be supplied in time; 
gratuitous* relief should also be given until the harvesting of the next crop 
and loans given for the purchase of cattle and agricultural implements. If 
that is done, people in the reclaimed areas in the Sundarbans will not only 
be saved t but they will be able to give us a surplus of ten lakh maunds of 
paddy next year. I would therefore urge upon the Government that to make 
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the “Grow More Food” campaign a success, these things must be done by 
them for the agriculturists belonging to my constituency who in their turn, 
I am sure, will not fail to respond to the call of growing more food. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agricul- 
ture” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion in order to raise a discussion on the fixation of 
the acreage for the cultivation of jute in the coming season at eight annas 
of the cropped area of 1-940-41. 

Sir, I do not think much need be said on this motion because I fully 
believe that responsible members in this Legislature are aware of the 
circumstances under which the present Government practically threw 
overboard the requirements of the “Grow More Food” campaign in this 
Province and we have been compelled under the so-called expert advice to 
agree to the requirements of His Majesty’s Government and the Jute Mills 
Association to maintain a higher percentage of the production of jute in the 
present season. 

Sir, with regard to this there is one important issue that we want to 
clear up. We were informed, Sir, that every section of this House includ- 
ing the supporters of Government were insistent that not only in order to 
stabilise jute prices but also to enable larger acreage under food crops the 
jute crop for the current year ought to have been restricted to 5 annas of 
1940-41 cropped area, and at one stage we were practically given to under- 
stand that this w r as going to be the case. We would like to know on what 
basis and on what expert guidance the Government chose to do otherwise. 
It is reported that the Government had got some expert advice in that con- 
nection from one Professor Todd, w r ho calls himself an expert in jute because 
he w r as imported from abroad some time ago on a fat salary to advise 
Government on the fatka market. I am not aware wdiat that professor is 
doing, but 1 am aw r are that he has outlived his usefulness in this province. 
There was a time wdien this expert, who knew nothing about jute but 
pretended to know something about futures market, was required for 
advising Government on the fatka market. Sir, the futures market is 
closed and we do not know’ w’hy the present Government is still maintaining 
this white elephant. This officer is being paid not only a regular salary 
although his term has expired, but he is again paid a large sum of about 
Rs. 18 a day as daily allowance. This is an unheard of thing that an officer 
of Government who is practically holding a permanent appointment, more 
or less, should be given for months and years a daily allowance at the rate 
of Rs. 18 per day. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Ou a point of order, Sir. What has this matter to 
do wutli jute regulation? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I know* that my friend there 
would be very hurt because his interests are being preserved by this class 
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of British officers. When it is found that the Indian section of this House 
thinks that this blessed professor, who had at one time shown some 
independent outlook, had succumbed to the pressure of the European Jute 
Mills Association, it is obvious that he would be immediately thought to be 
a fit and proper person by the European members. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: On a point of order, Sir. Has the honourable 
member any justification for bringing in the name of Professor Todd as 
being influenced by the Indian Jute Mills Association? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a point of order. You will have ample 
opportunity to reply to the points raised by Dr. Sanyal? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, it is common knowledge, and let 
my esteemed friend deny that, that it was the insistence of the Jute Mills 
Association that weighed with the Government and probably the decision 
that was taken by Professor Todd was on that account and nothing else. 
There was a time when Professor Todd was not very much liked by the Jute 
Mills Association because at that stage he was not convinced of the special 
interests of the Europeans, fresh as he was then from Britain, but his close 
association with the Europeans here only for a few months, or rather for 
about a year has entirely changed his outlook. He has now identified him- 
self with the Europeans here and lie draws inspiration from British members 
of the jute trade. He does not* dare do anything which may displease 
British jute magnates. That is, Sir, the position when experts are brought 
out from Britain to this unfortunate land of ours. Sir, I submit that it 
has been a colossal blunder on the part of the present Government to change 
the decision that was taken in a party meeting of the supporters of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, please do not bring in party decisions 
here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, that decision was supported by a 
large section of this House and it was a colossal blunder for the Govern- 
ment to have succumbed to the so-called expert advice from persons who 
knew nothing about jute fibre or jute trade in this country. This professor 
is now being maintained for no other work than to compile some statistics 
which can be done by a man on a salary of Rs. 200 a month only, but he is 
being paid something like the salary of a Secretary. Let him apply for 
some good job in England during the w r ar w r here his services would be very 
useful. I beg of the Government to send him back to his mother country 
where his services would perhaps be invaluable. Sir, I submit that the 
time has come when the work of this professor at the present moment and 
the salary that is being paid to him for that work should be very carefully 
and very critically examined. Sir, we are not convinced of the usefulness 
of his services any more. He has done what was expected of him. 
Probably he has not even done that much, and if he has to be maintained let 
him be maintained out of the pocket of the British trade interests in this 
province^ not out of the pocket of the tax-payers of Bengal. Sir, I have 
moved that the Government had blundered in the matter of the fixation of 
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jute acreage at eight annas this year, and I propose to go to vote on this. 
I would like to demand that if Government really want to stand by the 
interests of the jute-growers of this province, they should make it unequi- 
vocally clear that it is their intention in spite of what has been done under 
threat or under so-called expert advice, that each and every member of this 
House including the Hon’ble Ministers themselves would go out into the 
countryside and do effective propaganda, tell the villagers that* although the 
maximum limit has been fixed there is nothing to prevent the jute-growers 
to grow less than the maximum. Let them issue a statement now — 
tomorrow — asking the jute-growing areas to restrict their crop and to 
substitute for that crop food crops of various kinds. Sir, there are ways 
and ways of doing things. I know that in this matter some members on 
the other side also feel very keenly, and I would see how many of them 
give expression to that desire. We shall test whether Government would 
be prepared to leave this matter as a matter of free voting and see how the 
members of this House feel about it. I demand, Sir, that this motion be 
accepted by the House — at least by the Indian section of the House — with 
complete unanimity. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agricul- 
ture” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discus- 
sion* on the failure of the Government for the distribution of seeds of paddy 
where there was failure of crop last year. 

Sir, with regard to the distribution of seeds, particularly the distribution 
of paddy seeds, both mis and a man has been urgently required in many 
parts of the affected areas of different districts. The cultivators have also 
got sufficient grounds to claim for that. Last year, Sir, under the “Grow 
More Food” campaign about 19 lakhs of rupees were estimated in the budget 
for distribution of seeds, but in the present budget nothing has been 
estimated. This shows that the present Ministry could not understand the 
gravity of the situation and they could not appreciate the difficulties of the 
cultivators. Sir, what do we find from the statistics of the production of 
crops? We find that in 1942-43 the production of rice is 6,938,000 tons 
and the consumption required for the province is 9,266,800 tons. That is, 
the deficit stands at 2,328,000 tons, i.e., 62,856,000 maunds of rice short- 
age in Bengal which is just about J per cent, shortage of the total require- 
ment. Besides, there is military consumption, as the province has to 
maintain a vast military force. Not only that but also a huge quantity of 
rice has been already exported from the province. In many places, as I 
have seen in different parts of the subdivision of Tangail, even the sowing 
seeds have not grown ; in other places though bare seeds or a bit more might 
have grown, they have been eaten up by the cultivators to save themselves 
as well a9 their children in the acute shortage and scarcity. So a compre- 
hensive scheme for the distribution of seeds, particularly paddy seeds, both 
aus and aman y where required, should be adopted at once on a larger scale 
so that even an inch of land cannot remain unsown for want of seeds by 
the starved and half -starved cultivators. With respect to the fallow lands 
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in the province though we cannot expect that anything would be done by 
the present Ministry, still I suggest that a comprehensive scheme should be 
made and worked out to bring all the fallow but culturable lands under 
cultivation. In this connection I beg to state that information regarding 
the particular locality of each district, the total acreages, quality and ferti- 
lity, etc., of such fallow* lands, the advantages of low or moderate rent 
charges and the offer of no najar , — all such information should be made 
available to the cultivators, specially of the deficit districts. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time limit but was 
allow r ed one minute more.) 

Legislations should be made to the effect that the lands cannot pass out 
of the hands of the agriculturists and that the minimum holding system 
should be introduced and that the maximum quantity of lands should be 
fixed so that a cultivator cannot possess more than that maximum limit. 

Regarding jute, jute control, jute price and loan to the jute-growers, the 
present Ministry cannot but be held responsible to the people for criminal 
negligence. 

Sir, Government maintains the Jute Regulation Department at a huge 
expenditure of not less than some 40 lakhs of rupees per annum — wdiat for? 
— to control the growth of jute and jute price so that the poor jute-growers 
may get rightly and equitably a proper price for jute and for their labour. 
Rut what tlie present Ministry is doing? What they have done last year? 
For their mistake in fixing the quota the jute price came down hopelessly 
last year, this year and I am afraid, it would fall down next year too. It 
is nothing but an utter failure on the part of Government to keep up an 
economic price of jute. They could not start a warehouse system, they 
could not fix the minimum price of jute for creating a better Bengal on 
financial point of view*, a better Bengal with respect to simply daUbhat and 
tw*o morsels of rice tw T ice a day. 

Sir, the country expects that the present Ministry helped, saved and 
sheltered by the Congress and Hindu Mahashava influence comes to its end 
in whom they have got no confidence at all and 

(At this stage the honourable member having reached the time limit 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 51,(54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to draw* the attention of the 
House to the delay in fixing the quota of land to be sown with jute in the 
current season. 

Sir, I think we have criticised the present Ministry too often and all our 
criticism seems to have fallen flat. Therefore, I think there is no further 
use in abusing or criticising the Ministry. We should now begin to 
congratulate them — congratulate them for the promptitude with which they 
undertook the execution of important public matters. This is one of those 
matters, viz., fixation of the jute quota. 
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Sir, the House remembers that it was in the last session of the Assembly 
which was held in September last that this matter was very thoroughly 
discussed. There was at that time a slump in the jute market and everyone 
seemed to be perturbed. Therefore what was suggested in this House was 
that Government should come to an immediate decision as to the next 
year’s jute quota and that the quota should be fixed at about 4 annas. It 
was considered that if that was done then that would have a very salutary 
effect on the jute market. -So far as we can see, Sir, members of the 
Progressive Coalition Party were also very keen about that. But we see, Sir, 
because honourable members of this House and the country in general were 
eager that the jute quota for the current season should have been fixed as 
early as possible that is why Government have slept over the matter this year 
longer than ever before and fixed the quota only the other day about the 
middle of February when the sowing season had already commenced. I do 
not know, Sir, what was the cause of this delay. The Hon’ble Minister-in- 
charge the other day in answer to a question stated that Government was 
not at fault because they had to consult first of all the Government of 
India and also His Majesty’s Government. Sir, jute is an essential com- 
modity necessary for this war. Therefore there may be something in w r hat 
the Hon’ble Minister says that the Government of India and His Majesty’s 
Government had some say in the matter, but I would submit, Sir, that the 
Ministry could not hold their own while they held their consultation with 
the Government of India. The Government of India and His Majesty’s 
Government no doubt require jute, but do they require as much jute as will 
be yielded by sowing 8 annas of the recorded jute land in the current 
season? Certainly not. Secondly, His Majesty’s Government and the 
Government of India cannot be oblivious of the fact that just as jute is 
necessary for the war and is an essential commodity, so foodstuffs are also 
as essential, if not more not only for the consumption of those engaged in 
war service but also to keep the people in general alive. If the people die, 
if there is a revolution in the country, this will do far more harm in this 
total war than a reduced production of jute. I would submit that the 
Ministry grievously failed to represent truly, correctly and honestly the 
case of Bengal, to the Government of India so far as the fixation of jute 
quota is concerned. 

Then why was this delay? I have already stated that the matter was 
agitated in September last. When did they take action? When did the 
Government of India intervene? Why did they not join in consultation 
with the Government of India early enough, so that there might not be any 
delay in fixing the quota? 'Sir, I am sure that licenses have not yet been 
given to the cultivators. I am sure that licenses have not been given even 
to a quarter of the jute-growers of Bengal. Now, Sir, everyone knows that 
the season is already advanced to a certain extent and many cultivators 
have already sown their lands with jute. Those, who have sown before 
licenses were granted to them, have sowm without reference to any licenses. 
Therefore many of them have certainly exceeded their quota. What is 
Government going to do with respect to lands that have already been sown? 
I am sure, Sir, that they will not be able to finish giving licenses even by 
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the end of April. This is the state of things that obtains in Bengal, and 
this is the kind of promptitude with which Government has been tackling 
such an important problem. 

I would only just touch over another matter, namely, about the “Grow 
More Food” campaign. It has already been said that the “Grow More 
Food” campaign lias been stabbed in the back by fixing 8 annas as the 
quota of jute. I am not raising this question here. What Government 
have done is only this, first, some kind of half-hearted paper propaganda 
has been done. Another thing which was done was certainly useful, 
namely, distribution of seeds. Sir, so far as last year is concerned, we 
have already seen the haphazard, perfunctory, and thoughtless way in wdiich 
distribution of seeds was done, as has been pointed out by my honourable 
friend Mr. Abdul Karim. But what are they going to do, so far as the 
current year is concerned? The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge came out with 
an answer on the floor of the House the other day that distribution of aw 
paddy seeds had not yet commenced. I drew the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the conditions prevailing in the district of Faridpur, in the 
district of Dacca and also in many districts in North Bengal. There was 
an absolute failure of amt crop and the cultivators have no au* seeds. The 
Hon’ble Minister says that a few days back the department reported that 
aus seeds were not available. If things go on in this way, I do not know 
where we stand and how the “Grow More Food” campaign is progressing. 

(Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur, I do not think it necessary for you to 
move your motion, because it is exactly the same as motion No. 33 moved 
by Mr. P. Banerji. It will be better if you speak on it, after the other 
motions have been moved. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, my motion is about the failure 
of “Grow More Food” campaign. I want, to take this failure of “Grow 
More Food” campaign along with my other motion regarding cultivation 
of fallow lands. So, if I can amalgamate these tw r o motions 

Mr. SPEAKER: Very well. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I bog to move that the demand 
of Rs. 51,54,000 for expenditure under tlie head “40— Agriculture” be 
reduced by 11s. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion on the 
failure of “Grow More Food” campaign. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 51,54,000 for expenditure 
under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
motion to raise a discussion on the cultivation of fallow' lands. 

Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me to add to the criticisms already 
made regarding the policy and failure of the- “Grow More Food” campaign. 
My honourable friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has already advanced some 
arguments as to why the campaign could not succeed and how this cam- 
paign was stabbed in the back by Government in increasing the quota of 
jute cultivation. I have only one observation to make and it is this that 
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Government failed because they did not ask for non-official co-operation. 
Non-official co-operation in a matter like this is of vital importance, but the 
Government did not invite that co-operation and they did not enlist the 
assistance and support of non-official organisations either political, economic 
or educational in the mufassal and one of the chief reasons why this 
campaign has failed was that they did not ask for non-official co-operation. 
The question of food is a question which concerns the very well-being and 
existence of the people of Bengal and therefore party politics should not 
have entered into it. Irrespective of party allegiance, all organisations in 
the Presidency would have offered their assistance if Government desired 
production of more food, but unfortunately owing to shortsightedness 
Government did not adopt that policy. 

So far as future campaign is concerned, unless Government revise their 
schemes and their policies, I am sure that if they again launch a campaign 
like this they will fail. A paper propaganda is not what is wanted now. 
A concrete practical shape to this scheme must be given. 

In this connection, Sir, as I have mentioned with regard to the other 
cut motion about cultivation of fallow land, I have a few suggestions to 
make. The districts of Nadia and Jessore are practically depopulated. 
There are vast tracts of barren and fallow land there. An attempt should 
be made to bring them under cultivation and I have an important sugges- 
tion to make and I hope that Government will give due consideration. My 
suggestion is that Government should move the Government of India, so 
that they may employ the Army, the soldiers stationed in the districts 
which are considered to be an invasion area. Now that the danger of 
invasion has receded to the background, the question of employment of 
soldiers now lying idle — t he huge Army and the reserve of man power — in 
East Bengal should be taken up. This is not an unusual proposal. In 
many other countries this procedure has been adopted and therefore I see 
no reason why the Government of Bengal should not make a start and 
induce the Government of India to permit the vast reserve of man power 
now stationed in Bengal to be utilised, so that large tracts of land, both 
barren and fallow, may be brought under cultivation. If this is done, it 
will confer a lasting benefit to the province and it will help the province 
not only during this period -of emergency but in time to come, and much 
land will be available for cultivation of food crops. I hope that this 
suggestion will be treated by Government with the respect that it deserves 
and they will try to move the Government of India, so that the latter might 
permit the soldiers to be so employed. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motions to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion on the 
“Grow More Food” campaign. “Grow More Food” — what does it mean? 
What are the staple foods of Bengal? They are rice, fish, Tnoorgis , milk, 
flour, sugar and dal — the last three are mostly imported from outside. 
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Now the question is, where can we expand rice, the principal food? 
Practically all land in East, South and South-East Bengal is cultivated to 
the last bigha. tWhat is left? North and West Bengal. How much more 
land can he given over to rice in these two districts? 

Population, Sir, and fragmentation of holdings is excessive in all 
districts, with the exception of some places where malaria has taken a very 
heavy toll of the population, such as Burdwan. Gan anything be done to 
remedy this? 

Irrigation would be necessary and movement of agriculturists to those 
districts, if they agree to migrate, such as has been done from Mymensingh 
to Assam during the past 30 or 40 years. 

If this were to be done land would have to be leased on%ominal terms for 
at least two years. 

In answer to Starred Question No. 127A, the Hon’ble Minister stated 
that considerable extensions were effected. Where? I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister, where? I should like to know the districts where this extension 
for food-growing campaign occurred. The Hon’ble Minister also stated that 
the drive was intensified more particularly in areas where lands were released 
from jute. 

Jute acreage is normally about one-seventh to one-eightli of the acreage 
under rice in Bengal. Jute is a valuable cash crop from June to October, 
that is, during the rains, and we may take it that a minimum of at least 70 
lakhs of bales will be produced, whatever restrictive measures may be 
passed . 

Variations between the acreage of rice and of jute generally depend on 
comparative prices. So that when we come to the question of growing more 
food, it is a question of planning and is not merely a question of a war time 
measure. I may mention for example that as a war* time measure 
Mr. Clarke, Deputy Director of Agriculture, came to Kalimpong last week 
searching for vegetables for the military authorities, but he should have gone 
up in October. All the land has now l>een put under its principal cash 
crop, viz., maize. This shows how stupidly things are being done. This 
cry of “Grow More Food” is copied from what is being done in western 
countries where it refers to many different articles of food. 

Now, Sir, Government has budgeted for nearly 19 lakhs of rupees for 
some four schemes, but it seems to me that the schemes are such as should 
he done ordinarily by the Agriculture Department without any particular 
slogans or particular expenditure. So far, I can find no practical results, 
and it seems to be merely on paper. 

Paddy and potato seeds were said to have been sold giving credit of 
Rs. 10J lakhs. This again seems to be the ordinary work of the Agriculture 
Department. Rupees 7 lakhs seems to have Keen distributed in agricultural 
loans, but this again is merely ordinary departmental activity. 

What about fish? What is the Director of Fisheries doing? We have 
not heard anything about it at all. What is the Director of Agriculture 
doing abotit moorghis and milk? 
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I notice from the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” of the 15th instant that the 
Department of Rural Reconstruction is now taking a hand in the so-called 
“Grow More Food” campaign. I would like to ask the Hon’ble Minister 
if there is any co-ordination in thtf Government Departments? What has 
the Rural Reconstruction Department to do with the crop-growing activities 
of Government? 

Sir, I hope the Hon’ble Minister will give a satisfactory reply to my 
queries, and that he will declare the policy of Government in this matter 
of “Grow More Food”. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Re. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” he 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion about the necessity for a wider 
distribution of improved varieties of sugarcane seeds amongst cultivators. 

In answer to a question -which I recently put in this House the Hon’ble 
Minister for Agriculture stated that in 1941-42 6,100 maunds of seeds of 
improved varieties were distributed from the Government farms while for 
the first nine«months of 1942-43 the figure was 3,525 maunds. These are 
very small quantities and unless the distribution of improved varieties is 
greatly speeded up, it will be a long time before CO 213 has been replaced 
throughout the province. I am glad to learn, ho-wever, from the Hon’ble 
Minister’s reply to my question that in the current year a scheme has been 
sanctioned for the distribution of 261 lakhs of seed cuttings of CO 421 and 
527 on agricultural loan basis and is being given effect to. These cuttings 
should be sufficient to plant a considerable area of land, and I am glad to 
be assured that the Government is now tackling the problem in a more 
energetic manner than previously. 

Sir, it has been said in this House more than once that Bengal’s sugar 
industry is capable of expansion. That, in my opinion, will only be possible 
when the supplies of cane are sufficient, and more than sufficient, for the 
needs of the factories that do exist. This is certainly not the case at present 
and in fact the cane shortage problem is becoming more and more acute as 
time goes on. In my opinion, this is largely, if not entirely, due to the 
deterioration of the quality known as CO 213. Sugarcane is a money crop 
and a year or two ago the cultivators in the vicinity of the factory in which 
1 am interested and in other areas as well were very keen on its cultivation. 
Nowadays this variety — CO 213 — gives such poor results in the way of 
yield and recovery, that is, percentage of sugar, that the cultivator has lost 
interest in it, while up to now he has not been able to secure seed of 
improved varieties on any but a very small scale. My own sugar factory 
has been doing what it can to assist cultivators in the neighbourhood by 
supplying them with as much seed of improved varieties as it can spare— 
and I believe that other factories with land of their own are also doing the 
same thing — but this only touches the fringe of the problem. Government 
must continue the good work which it is now inaugurating over a period of 
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years if CO 213 is to be eradicated altogether, as has already been done in 
the neighbouring provinces of the United Provinces and Bihar. CO 213 
is a hybrid and it has gone the way of all hybrids. The improved varieties 
which I have mentioned are hybrids too and it is very likely that they also 
will have to be replaced by new varieties in course of time. 

Constant experimentation with new varieties and the distribution of 
adequate quantities of such of them as are found suitable to the conditions 
prevailing in Bengal are the aims which the Agriculture Department should 
always have in view. Large additional grants will not be necessary. I do 
not suggest that cuttings should be given to the cultivators free of cost, 
which in fact is not the practice, and I make bold to say that there is no 
reason why they should not be sold at a price sufficient to cover the cost of 
production. Some expenditure on the acquisition of land will, however, be 
necessary as the area of the agricultural farms will have to be extended. 
The Hon’ble Minister in his reply to my question has informed the House 
that the Agricultural Chemist is in charge of the production and distribu- 
tion of Government sugarcane seed, that he has only two assistants and that 
he (the Chemist) has other duties to perform. I would strongly urge that 
a special officer be appointed to carry out this important work. 

In conclusion I would like to point out to the House through you, Sir, 
that although the production of white sugar is comparatively small at 
present, there is a large quantity of gur made in the province and that 
.NUgarcane of good quality is just as important to the gur manufacturer as 
it is to the sugar manufacturer. 

Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDALi Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion on the 
failure of Government (/) to fix a minimum price of jute at a profitable 
price, and (it) to raise the price of jute to ameliorate the condition of jute- 
growers. 
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Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I desire to say a few words 
with regard to Dr. Sanyal’s cut motion relating- to the acreage to be sown 
with jute in 1943-44. 1 am sorry that I was not in the House when 

Dr. Satiyal launched his attack on the Indian Jute Mills’ Association, but 
I understand that it was mostly directed against that Association and 
against Professor Todd. 

Now, Sir, since I appear to be the chief culprit in this matter I may 
tell the House that I am entirely unrepentent because I consider that such 
advice as 1 was privileged to otter to the Government was based on the best 
advice possible for the good of the whole of this province. Dr. Sanyal 
appears to think that he is dealiug with vested interests when he makes his 
attack. May I remind him through you, Sir, that lakhs of people from 
upcountry are engaged in the cultivation of jute and this year they will 
receive no less a sum than at least Rs. ‘27 crores. In addition to that there 
are a vast number of people- employed by balers upcountry and, last- but 
not least, the industry which 1 represent employs no less than 300,000 
workers. It amazes me, Sir, that year after year members of this House, 
responsible members of this House, should clamour for a reduction in the 
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jute acreage. They appear to think that their campaign should be one not 
of “Grow More Food’ 1 but year after year of “Grow Less Jute”. I do not 
understand what their object can be, because they appear to think that by 
reducing the amount of jute produced in this province they will bring about 
some miraculous event whereby all the growers will receive enormous 
prices for their jute. If that is so, they are very much mistaken, because 
I can assure them that if they force the price of jute up to a very high 
level it will undoubtedly result in a very much restricted consumption of 
that fibre and eventually it will lead to economic distress in this province. 
I do not think that critics of Government’s policy have considered the whole 
economic position with regard to jute. As 1 have pointed out, the raiyuts 
receive 27 crores. The Provincial Government, I estimate, will receive no 
less than fm lakhs of rupees in jute tax this year, and they will receive a 
very handsome share of the export duty and in addition to that 

a handsome share from income-tax. All these are very important 

factors to bear in mind, and you must remember that if you reduce the 
acreage of jute to a small figure — some of the members of this House 
recommend bringing it even down to almost nothing — that will have very 
serious financial repercussions on this province. When 1 suggested to 
Government that they should legislate for a twelve-anna acreage this year, 

I did so basing m\ estimate on what had taken place in the previous year. 
Members of this House pressed strongly for a five-anna acreage then, but 
Government agreed to a ten-anna acreage. The fact that they did so has 
been amply justified by the results. The crop this year amounts to 110 lakhs 
of bales — well over half of which had been completely disposed of in the 

six months of the year, and there is no reason to doubt that it will not be 

completely disposed of and in fact reduce the stocks which were brought 
, forward on the 1st duly. I should like the House to tell me, Sir, through 
you where I should have been when I was approached by the American 
Government last week to give them suddenly out of my pocket, so to say, 
12 crore yards of hessian. Had there been no jute sown, as some members 
would have wished, I should have to ask the American Government to go 
somewhere else for their hessian. That would have had very serious 
repercussions on the whole of the trade and industry of this province. 1 
have also been asked by the Government of India to engage in a very large 
tentage programme this year. These tw r o items would amount to well over 
3J to 4 lakhs bales. If the production had been restricted on the lines 
which the members of' this House seem to suggest, there would be nothing 
left at all for me to give to Government against these special demands. I 
can assure you. Sir, that in asking for what we did we only asked for what 
we thought could be reasonably consumed by this country and by the other 
countries to which jute is exported, and I may say, Sir, that I have not the 
slightest difficulty in maintaining my position in this respect and the 
position of the Indian Jute Mills Association. 


With regard to any connection which Professor Todd may have with the % 
Indian Jute Mills Association, I might disabuse Dr. Sanyal’s mind on that 
point. Professor Todd from time to time issues very useful statement! of 
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the movement of jute and those are made full use of by everybody including 
my Association. From time to time we consult each other on matters 
regarding jute production, but I can assure you that he has no connection 
whatever with any demand that I may have made regarding the acreage 
of jute. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had no desire to 
criticise the Government at this stage, but I am constrained to record my 
protest against the manner of working of the Department of Agriculture. 
Although India, particularly Bengal, is an agricultural country, the 
Ministry in this province has no agricultural policy and year after year, the 
members are amused to find that the Blue Book contains various items like 
Agricultural Experiment, Rural Uplift Scheme and Propaganda, etc., 
showing the so-called manifold activities of the department, but even a 
bird’s-eye view of the estimates reveals that almost all the little money 
that is allotted under the head “Agriculture’’ is eaten up in paying the cost 
of establishment. Out of the total amount of 52 lakhs 30 thousand rupees 
allotted, Sir, only the sum of Rs. 47,250 has been budgeted for special rural 
uplift scheme, whereas “other charges” including jute restriction scheme 
will entail an expenditure of Rs. 33,99,500. The sum of Rs. 3,30,500 to be 
spent under agricultural experiment and research will be mostly spent on 
pay and allowances of the officers. As a matter of fact, the department is 
being maintained as a mere show and no constructive programme is being 
seriously followed. 

Sir, today, agriculture has come to the forefront because it is being felt 
too late in the day that something must be done to improve the state of 
affairs. 1 have already said on a previous occasion that “Grow More Food” 
is a recent slogan, and a lot of good money has been spent on paper 
propaganda. But, Sir, you will be surprised to learn that up to February, 
1943, the following seeds are said to have been distributed by the Rural 
Reconstruction Department in connection with the “Grow More Food” 
campaign and God alone knows what is the actual figure and to whom the 
same has been distributed. I have yet to learn, if distribution has been 
made to the needy, or as usual official nepotism prevailed. Sir, here are the 
figures — 

Maunds. 

Avian paddy ... ... ... 19,854 

Mustard ... ... ... ... 4,127 

Lentil ... ... ... ... 7,826 

Grain ... ... ... ... 7,192 

Potato ... ... ... ... 100,000 

I understand, Sir, that the department has not yet received any authentic 
report regarding the increase or otherwise in the area under food-crops during 
the last season, I am also told that as regards the continuance of the 
campaign during this year, the question is still under consideration of 
Government. Sir, is this not an apology of carrying on a “Grow More 
Foo4” campaign in a province where some 2 crores 80 lakhs acres are under 
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cultivation and where over 60 millions of the population are dependent on 
the land? Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please tell the House, if 
good manure in abundant quantity has been distributed and if there has been 
any attempt to educate the cultivators with a view to inducing them to 
utilize the same? Did the Hon’ble Minister take a stock of requirements 
and make proper arrangements for supply? It is a common knowledge, Sir, 
that oilcakes and bonemeal are good manure for rice and for the last many 
months it has been felt that more rice must be grown in this province. But 
did the department formulate any definite plan for an adequate distribution 
of manure up till now? I know, Sir, no satisfactory reply will come from 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this much neglected department. During 
the “Grow r More Food” campaign much was said about the method of “com- 
posting” — a very cheap method of manuring. 1 would like to know if any 
attempt has been made to introduce this cheap manuring process to the 
cultivators in the rural area. 

Sir, it is no exaggeration to say that today Bengal, the granary of India, 
is facing starvation and the agriculturists who were able to sow’ paddy are 
not able to reap the advantage of the inflated price, thanks to the policy of 

the present and the erstwhile Ministry, w'hich was responsible for stifling 

rural credit to death by enacting a series of absurd Bills. Today, the agri- 
culturists are selling their cattle and the little movable properties they had, 
and I can tell the House that most of them will be compelled to sell their 
lands too if things continue like this. 

In this connection. Sir, I want to inform the House that I have received 
the pathetic stories of miseries of lakhs of cultivators from the flood-affected 
areas in the district of Midnapore. The people are starving and the 
cultivators have neither their plough cows nor the required seeds. Unless 

immediate steps are taken to help the cultivators in those areas, so that 

they may plough and sow the seeds, a greater havoc will occur in the area 
in course of a few months. Everybody knows that cattle in the flood-affected 
area has almost all perished and mere nibbling at the problem will not help. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge tell the House how many cultivators 
have 'been provided with plough cows? Then, SiT, even where the cultivators 
are able to produce in the old-fashioned way, they do not get a fair price 
simply because the Government in this country has not organised proper 
marketing facilities for the disposal of the cultivators’ produce. The 
cultivators are helpless as to the fixation of the price and are compelled to 
part with their produce at a price dictated by others. 

Sir, nor has the Government taken any steps for bringing waste lands 
under cultivation beyond issuing cartloads of leaflets. A very practical step 
is to induce cultivators to till these lands, so that more food is produced in 
the country. But, Sir, may I ask what has been done by the Ministry to 
encourage people to grow crops on cultivable waste lands? The Government 
has to promise not to charge any assessment for the next few years. [ am 
confident that pioneers will come forward from among the educated middle 
class, \{ proper facilities and co-operation are promised by the Government. 
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Sir, today sugar is a rare article in this province and it is deplorable that 
practically nothing has been done by the Government to grow sugarcane in, 
abundant quantities in the province^ so that the existing sugar mills could 
find enough sugarcane to crush. Sir, even under this sham constitution, 
the erstwhile ministries in the United Provinces and Bihar did a lot for 
improving the cultivation of sugarcane, but in Bengal nothing has been 
done in this behalf, with the result that we have to depend on other provinces 
for sugar supply. Meanwhile, the energies of the Ministry are being 
dissipated over questions, which do not affect the poor cultivator at all. 

I mentioned the other day, Sir, that the jute policy of the Government 
is decided not in the Secretariat but somewhere in Clive Street, and the 
President of the Indian Jute Mills Association will bear me out when I say 
that owing to the pressure of the Jute Trade, the Ministry was compelled to 
amend their original ideas as to provide an eight-anna sowing in place of 
a 54-anna sowing for 194**1-44. But 1 do not know, Sir, on what basis this 
decision to increase the acreage from one-third to one-half was arrived at. 
Did the Ministry collect any data as to the minimum requirement of food 
crop in the province? Were they satisfied that enough rice would he grown 
in the land released under the scheme? 

Then, Sir, the cultivators have not been properly advised as to what 
alternative crops they may grow to their benefit. It is evident that no 
survey was made of the jute area from this point of view. A host of Jute 
Restriction Officers have been appointed to carry out the scheme of restric- 
tion, but did it ever strike the Government that these appointments should 
have been made with a view to helping the cultivators to grow an alter- 
native crop? More attention was devoted at the time of these appointments 
on the question of ratio among the Caste Hindus, Muhammadans and the 
Scheduled Castes as also distribution of patronage and nobody had any 
time to think how best the services of these men could be utilised. 1 must 
say, Sir, the Government has no imagination and has the knack of not 
doing the right thing at the right time. It is admitted that to increase 
production, to improve the quality of the crops, to educate agriculturists 
as to what kind of crops to grow, the introduction of more remunerative 
crops, the consolidation of holdings, cattle improvement, veterinary and 
animal husbandry facilities, better food for cattle and pasturage and 
establishment of necessary organisations to secure the cultivators better 
prices — these are matters which require a careful planning of an ambitious 
programme, and some years to achieve tangible results. But, Sir, when 
I find that since 1937, one after another Finance Minister has been trotting 
out the same old argument and advising the public to wait, I wonder, if the 
man behind the plough will live to see any appreciable change in his life 
or will be able to die with the hope that at least his descendants will be 
provided with two square meals. I find, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister 
undertakes an extensive tour every month, but I wonder what benefit 
these costly tours bring to the poor cultivators. 

Sir, I find that there is nothing constructive in the budget for the 
Department of Agriculture and there is no attempt to lay the foundation of 
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any new programme. Sir, the signs of the time are menacing enough and 
the members had* a foretaste only yesterday. 1 can only warn that the 
situation may be made more serious and beyond control. 1 must say that 
the Government should treat the problem of saving the cultivators as also the 
poor consumers from utter ruin as more important than even Civil Defence 
and money must be found to give immediate relief to the much worshipped 
but ever neglected man behind the plough. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had no intention to speak this 
evening, but I want to confine myself to some general remarks regarding the 
plan and policy of the Agriculture Department during war time. The 
Agriculture Department of this Government has not taken any initiative in 
the matter of making any plan or scheme during war time. It seems from 
the plan adopted in Great Britain that they have achieved success in their 
various schemes and have been able to give sufficient relief to their men. 
Just after the last war, 1914-18, they started making plans and decided that 
they must depend on their own production and must discourage the import 
of food from other countries. Similarly, our Government should have done 
the same thing, when the war began and Burma was threatened by the 
Japanese and it was known to the Government t hat the rice produced »n 
Bengal was not sufficient to meet the demands of the people of Bengal anti 
that the deficit used to be made up by import of rice from Burma. Govern- 
ment knew all this but. in spite of that, they failed to do anything of the 
kind. The\ only started issuing handbills and leaflets with the slogan 
“Grow More Food”. Max 1 ask Government whether there is any special 
thing in the slogan which will create manure and will help to solve the 
problem? Their propaganda has produced nothing. 

If you look, Sir, at other countries you will understand how the work i* 
carried on there. I am just going to mention something about what baa 
been done in Great Britain. British agricultural policy is concerned with 
obtaining increased amount of food from the land first by bringing grass and 
derelict land into cultivation and second by increasing the productivity of 
the existing cultivated land. 

Increase of domestic production was also within the plan. One of the 
most obvious ways of increasing domestic production of food is to put the 
plough to grass land, since in most cases more food for men and animals can 
he produced per acre on arable land than on grass land. During the war 
some three million acres of grass land were ploughed up in the United 
Kingdom. And it is also a very nice thing to know that there was a 
shortage of labour, and agricultural labourers were not allowed to join any 
other concerns. They were specially retained for that purpose, and the 
Education Department allotted 10,000 students to help them. 

Farmers were encouraged to drain their land and restore or improve 
existing drainage systems. Grants are made for the improvement of minor 
arterial water-courses for the field drainage. Government advances covering 
the whole cost of some drainage works are made, fifty per cent, of which is 
regarded *as an outright grant and the remainder recoverable over a period 
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of five years. I do not know, Sir, whether anything has been done by this 
Government. As far as I know, no attempt has been made to enqourage 
the farmers to drain or improve their lands. 

Then as regards credit facilities, the actual execution of the Government 
programme of increasing production rests in the lands of individual 
farmers. These men must have funds with wdiich to buy or rent the equip- 
ment and labour they need on their farms and this equipment and labour 
must be made available. The ploughing up of additional land resulted in 
an increased demand for agricultural credit. All the Joint Stock Banks 
decided during the first weeks of the war to liberalise their policy of 
agricultural loans. Government, therefore, set up an Agricultural 
Requisites Assistance Scheme to enable farmers to procure Government loans 
for specific purposes. Loans are made at 5 per cent, tor short periods and 
are administered by Agricultural Executive Committee. The scope of the 
scheme w r as extended to include loans to finance ditching, field drainage, 
manuring and the purchase of goods required for farming operations. 

Sir, in this country nothing of the sort was attempted. 

(At this stage the member having reached hi> time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Sri jut A8HUT0SH MULLICK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, tpCT fa 

TEW T3 T3 ^1 TOS ?t?l (.'ftS ^ I fas <7f Htfc 

4 TO fa CflS? I v’W 43 43 

?flW*ffW?Rl 3tCT *ffc? I 

y'tfts c? ^tsrfrT 3t i s 3fc*T i te? >tte^ fa^ t>i*t *? cwTfi 

4 T Wl $’«T I W TfE*Tt5^rE3 v 3 Government^ Grow' More Food campaigr 

41 fares T*fi ?«n? tptffaR ^f? — ?fa Tffo ?tsr#tf%3 sdfc 

TWt? c?*fi ?t? tos? ?$3? w ^rits ; cTt?fa wfac^ to, ^fa:?? to 
crfa?i tfES^TO. s&sr? to ?ev\ TOt? to, ?c?? to ^rcs, CTt?i>i to 

<BT3E?? TO I CTfa ^C3 fafl Ttfa?T 3? fa^ ?f^CTf? v^cs 1W1 ?tfa 

r? ?i , ?w sc?, fas ^c? 3t? Tiwfc^ 3t? srfofei 1 

Government^)? 4?>’ Grow More Food TfaftC?? ^fC^f^tTOI fafC? ^ffaTC*? ^TVf?^ 
ffTO I 4 TWl WC?fc ilTTO I W^tfC?? fr ?t? '3 

fas c? fife 4$ Tfesric?? fas*??? sc? ^t? fwes ??t? <?cwfaf 

^5rtc^ I a TJdlC? 4$ Tfasrf? 5C? 3fC3 4T ^«N? $51 4^fcl Governments 

1 CTfa CTt* C^?t? >f?Ttft *‘*N> ?wi ?tnT 

cotter w# ^fFT^ fafa warfare t?ew w? fart? faf sr? 

Tfa >ff3rl^T faf Tt? ^^ri W 5 ! ^ 1 

4 $ wpts ^fsrtfsn faro fa5 TObr I fas^n Government 

fan i & t ^ T^r Ttrc^r Tt^" TOts tffe ftoi 

Tf^ T *r^ ?rfe fan farfe^r 1 ^ vnre^ qwt ^t|Pr^r fai 

Ptfa | 4 $ Governments? ?^lTOffa TOt? I 
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tfifww o <m-rere rew bi*i restn *pm *jrerer«t <’4fat rei 
?ffa< faretreK fafRfire ¥re *n i re^reS 1 c^t«r 55 wri fats SretRre Mere 

fatti ( British Policy ) S-sKR fatTS <1*161*1 ¥C5 <R I 5*re <ftfa4 414 

6t*T <1$, bit 0 ! 4$ <1$ fan 1 * 4<bHl 44 51$ I <fas <1 <l<*4 <p|n*n Rtfafa 44 

fatS fa's bl4 bl<1 4fa5 ^4l4 1 *F 3 ^S1 4t$, fa<l4 fa5re< <T®1 6tt*15 f<6l4 

i res 4fare far $f%¥R <re <fi*tt5 farefa «t*K fa<re 5tfa irere fail re 
6t*T fat <15 4#4R 4tfa4 "5 tits 5.00s ^ I 4t«fre 5C5 ¥5 fastlOR sfarlm 
sKRftisfa i 'store fafa$: tf®]’’? qRtcre $»res fasn <wt sre <1 1 <?il4t45 
R$ '®il(.«ilo*i|fl <t<l dI(,«i <tl*n 44414 C4Tt®5 fa1%4 <R 4t5farei fag C*tR C4$l 
44f< R5R 4$rei R 4tf5t<5 fat5 O’f'farei I faR C5 CfaT <tf¥5 ¥’«1 fa 4Tre 
f?C5 <R?R <ft relfam afrfretl faPbTS 4Rt05 ' s ^Tr<^r fa's fa< 4l41 farei 
fafa$<15 4t4T 5t$ I '45"? <fa »tC54 C*N< 4RW ufafll '<C55 4C4T faR<) fafa? 

fas’re reft rrst «rc<5 '’ire favtrettre fare 4t? *nre< fare stews fare 

5R Sdi 

444T4 4t¥t4C54 'Sifts fafafasR 4? Rf®5faR4 »lf56f*Rf5 5f ?T5t4-4fa;5T* 

faSTfre ftsi *rfa trRt^ < 1 $ faR ?ft 5 W fare i 7 w;*t fa 4 < nre fag^R f%«nr 
5^5" srf%apt <rf<51 fF3l5 fa#R fare fall C’f'faH I 4¥l?t5 ¥J4R <f< 5f%fa^ 
faSfK 5R44 *lfa tfCTl't ^fare fay’re HTH fesfal 4fa5 <1 4fal1 4TI 
f5«t$5l 4 405 ’’ffa® fafafal — faTTR7 >ifat *tfv5 4TTC ®tR4 tJfa4-fa4T fatO 

festtfars <155 ^Treiwi sTmc*! r.< w*! Sw sresreiR <l^f<< <ti5iti:<c«f< 

<ret<t‘?t wfto® i\rr\om ^<5t 4<; ?f55 '‘iRretct ®t< fare *m «trei 

bi? i ®re w frefa'-tre Str fts? fae® v^c<, bfafalcre , sri fwfa--tre 
'srfapt «M fara y ^C5. S'STC^SIPK 75T5S1 <f505 i*^C5 I ^ <C<5 fare 5rett55 
reR to <r^, re 5 *ref 3 r ®c<i tf 5 t 5 -<Te 47 pvf'^re; «i yesg i s?tfa fare 
<lts fars 'ttfa C< '-I®. <■554 4tf5l re*Tt< reR reR «fR15 Efftfa'4c< CT ftar-XRr 
ftTO CTS51 ¥^5t% 'srvpps Rte^ 5t<1 <tfa4 ¥5 <t^, 5>IR ft^ <»t(R4 <fa , 5"t 
<N' ¥S5R jk; i j«r? sretP <i ®ifs5l5 sroe« freore 

*r?5 ’■Ff® ¥^51%l 

^1<I5 4SR3 OKI <R <5<RT5 ®5R<t!R4 SR*! R&W*!t5 »fC55 fa< 5t5lRK 
<5W<lrete¥ ($1*15 41R Tffare 5P4 1 ?pfP3R< CSRlre*! ¥<3rtre5 *P5C<tSRf<^5 
*H|R15 tltsotcl <fa <■•<<9 SfR < ! R!6 fa® 'jaR f%fa 'SI 5*refa<t5 5R7 fajK 
R^RR Rv^afi^t ?>rt faf¥ ^’r 4 fae*R fa <i re wire? fas <fa ®tre 

Government fare ®l4Tlr55 falvs'*)®! ( Red-tapism ) <fa5 C5C5 5<05 ?’% 
fas ’re ®re f^*tt5 ^t<i «tre® <1 1 fare *«n r ?wps 4 fasten rei recs 
<5l <#4T fan ¥5 R I Govemment45 “Grow More Food” fa%<tre9 faivMrfat fare 

®tfa<re ¥s<i tpretrei fa<iore fan <r*nfa5 facst^li retre <i¥i rei fretc*i 

fa?l fa5T <C¥ fag fa fafatr 4® f<C5lC<5 <t<I ttfasts <55^5 5® *ffafal ¥5 
<11 *<re ¥5 stl R4 4*rtl <re< af5*l 5^515 re RS51 SIR fa5515 4<# 
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to* toe* i S*w<5iE3 '•ft? at $ toi ?t«r tot* i&u. cr* ^fl i »pra 
f^stc-sm tol *5rft *T1 I 4* toto 4? Grow More Food tol 

wto* wtfos to-wst? ?to m 'st?c«T om to* totm 

w 3#% nfos w* ^cto «rto i 'srrt; srtora cto ?$e® 

£ 5 toft sre to, ^<csr <?te f e to *tf pfto tot ?frff jti, to tot* 

4® cvn ct 4?c* to* nto ^cz (tor $«c**$ osM ^’*ra 

?<.* i 3l’5T®i -?r*t* =r#t *?wc** ^*f*to '4-j3«i »n« 5t* *’e«t 

tow* 'to to i tot< nftfe* to* 5 *!* j^tote %cs to 4*; cr to 
5to ?fra tor to c’t'to c*o$ to i to5 w=h *?* sft, tor 4#t ^n 
K* *i — to «* r* to, wti c*3*t$ *t* *tsr 3t* wfi cto to* ton *i 

tot I 4'35 4 ’5 ^ •TJS'T Sto $3t*C** -to *f* to-tort* 4^1 faf JT*l«ft* 
?« zc& to C5h to> to-— *tto «®: to i ^5: to 1 zz: to 1 

Mr. PU8PAJIT BARM A: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 shall not take much 
valuable time of this House, but I do not know whether 1 shall be able to 
finish my speech within the short time allotted to me. 

Sir, 1 wish to speak only on the matter of distribution of au . s paddy seeds. 
Sir, the avian crop has failed. The rural people are now badly in need of 
am paddy seeds, but the Government have up till now made no arrangement 
for its distribution. Sir, if no arrangement is being made by the Govern- 
ment in this direction and if the am crop of this year fails then there will 
not only be a terrible famine but there will be an outbreak of epidemic 
diseases and widespread unrest among the people as a result of starvation. 
People will revolt for want of food and there will be social disorganisation 
and chaos in the province. The whole structure of administration may be 
shaken by the unrest of the rural people. 

Sir, 1 shall now’ say a few’ words on the “Grow’ More Food" campaign. 
I do not know’ why no money has been provided for “Grow More Food” 
campaign for the coining year. Sir, the money that was provided in the 
last budget was properly spent and did encourage the people to grow r more 
food 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed to 
speak for two minutes more.) 

Jn the budget we are now’ ■discussing Government have not provided any 
money for the “Grow More Food" campaign. It definitely shows the 
unwillingness, want of determination and want of sympathy on the part of 
Government to improve the economic condition of the agriculturists and 
thereby to improve the condition of the rural people in general. If Govern- 
ment in this w’ay again and again fail to do their most important duty of 
improving the condition of the rural people by not giving timely help to 
them to grow’ more food then, I think, the Government will have to suffer 
much in future for this sort of inactivity on their part. Sir, Government 
have done and have been doing many good things in many other directions, 
but I do not know’ the reason w hy Government is purposely neglecting the 
rural masses in, the province. L 
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Mr. 8YED MU8TAGAW8AL HAQUE: Sir, I had no mind to 
participate in this debate today, blit because of the fact that agriculture is 
a question of most vital importance at the present time when we are faced 
with a serious problem the like of which we had never seen before, I am 
prompted to say a few words on this subject. A huge amount is budgeted 
for maintaining a large number of highly paid officers — men who are most 
unsympathetic in the matter of uplifting the economic condition of the 
rural masses. To cite an instance, the Director of Agriculture always stands 
in the way of the progress of agriculture of which I have had some personal 
knowledge. The Daulatpur Agricultural College was established at a huge 
cost, and we expected that much would be done by the Agriculture Depart- 
ment. But due to the unsympathetic attitude of the Director of Agriculture 
nothing could be done. Sir, this is my definite complaint against this 
Department of Agriculture and against the Director of Agriculture, and 1 
ask the HoiCble Minister in charge to take note of this. Sir, Government 
could spend Rs. (i or 7 lakhs for the establishment of this college, but 
nothing has since been done by the Director of Agriculture for this 
institution. 

Then, Sir, so tar as the question of “Grow More Food” campaign is 
concerned, we highly appreciate the move of Government in this direction, 
but I submit the policy and the method adopted to push forward this 
campaign are entirely wrong and are bound to be a failure. The only 
activity of the department that we could find so far was the distribution of 
pamphlets and leaflets from the headquarters and nothing else. If Govern- 
ment is really serious to tackle this problem, I think it ought to be the duty 
of Government to have a survey of the entire area of Bengal made under 
three different heads — 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed to 
conclude his speech in two minutes.) 

The land should be divided into three categories, land already under 
cultivation, land unfit for cultivation and land which is culturable but is not 
at present under cultivation. 

Then, Sir, I shall speak a few words on the question of jute. The Indian 
Central Jute Committee contributes a huge sum of Rn. 53,000 tor the Jute 
Department but the officers of the department are entirely worthless and 
doing nothing, and 1 am sure honourable members who have an\ idea of 
the working of this department will bear me out. I would therefore appeal 
to Government to see that these officers devote their time and attention to the 
activities of this department and if that is done 1 am sure it will benefit the 
people immensely. 

Mr. GIASUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ 6 t"c j r c i? 4 CiR 5 ® srfor 

(Wt 4^ offer wu vero ^ i 4 ft 
tot toi ct *rtw ctfttgfTO fan ot* fan m iro 

Wfe 4'fSflE 7 1 < K C 1$ ‘TO't t i t(. c ir3 WMl5fs>OH C*T 4^*13 

i tsi ^ft t r arq gvttfafet to cTO 
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^f*i or < ts wt <R-Pta5 ot *ttfc wfr sr?i 4$ 

^ C*fC"t 5 T'5 a d(R *ft*fTb5tGF C? v4\1$ *¥?Tfa "Yg VCffC^ 

I 4V1 f% (Wt? YtGT WTtvsfZ^ cm C? <71 W*1 

trfef^r i «rtfir wt* Wtspp ^ fefe^r^r w *ttft, >ff%*rt?fift 
«w Wt^njOT wm wfirti c^ ?*fft 4it sic *ttft ftft GtG# ct 

■tfUtGr cw *n cm m\ *w Wtt gtsy? c&fSrgiT ^rt^fhr gw 

’rift *flreTs cw c<ttY cgac^? i 4$ or cws 4 wr# w*i 

4i fag g*3tw Y?rs ^ci gtcfc* Wr?t$ or <m g€tel? st? 4 f?gt>f 
*rtft Tf? i mil, w *rtfc wi <rr cm Wi wfws gtfc to orcto 
4im mwi y 8 $? ft i wfar 4 m no Wi c^tc^r 

■ wt oQ^r^r ^?rt^ Yg vc?rc^ 4 f iyp\ ^rrft Yf? ?i i m\i ftgw ct 

W*l CWtf%"fYgflfo CW, ij^vs^fir YfaPt* 41* f?feg ?f?f% ?1 organisation 41 

y^ wfircv* *ffP ^ gw Y<n ?r*G TO®rrH» or no Wi srfare gtP 

IJrt^tl finite y’gTC^ ^ TO<CT®fr f?*5^ ^R[G5 C^C<R^T GT sffYKC^H WT 
GBPR gtss (7i^ Y^gtre Ytgrft gfcp? yws SgjY- wr wre ^ 

4$ ferf^Pi W <Rt«T V? TO<CT«fc 4$ f>f^|Y y’GTCSY I Ytft opposi- 

tion party? cut motion f?C*f? ®tVf^ 

’rfgrn? ^vh?c^ i^c^ vfc ci ^o<gi c £ W wi gri? ijvffii 
^sr> fo* 41 csgtg ^ gf?^^ ^firos cm gfr ?to5 *wci, 

w f? I *tc«fc 41- f%fej * T -^ * ?WT %R OTf 

gtP ^3ft?? csh ?f?G5 gtf? I 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, I wish to say a tew words 
in order to make the Government position regarding this question absolutely 
clear. Sir, there is a good deal of misapprehension about the implications 
of fixation of jute acreage every year. As the House is well aware what 
is meant amounts only to this, that a cultivator will be entitled to cultivate 
the maximum of 8 annas, but it is open to him to sow' 5 annas or 3 annas 
or less or even he may not sow any jute at all. It is therefore not 
mandatory, and although people w r ant to be popular w r ith the peasantry by 
raising all sorts of false issues, the fixation of 8 annas acreage does not 
mean that the cultivator is under any obligation to sow his land up to 
8 annas with jute. 

Now. Sir, the question is capable of different interpretations. On the 
one hand, more jute means less foodstuffs, but at the same time we have 
to remember that Bengal gets from the Central Government as a portion 
of the jute export duty a magnificent sum amounting now up to about 
2 crores of rupees. If there is less jute there is less export and the amount 
that we get from the Central Government is proportionately reduced. The 
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position, therefore, is this: although we have fixed 8 annas acreage it is 
well known that this is only the maximum. Secondly, we have had 
abundant evidence after the matter had been explored very carefully that 
the jute that .will be produced will all be absorbed in consequence of the 
demand which is certain to be made in markets outside India. The culti- 
vator, therefore, will have an opportunity of getting money on the jute 
which he produces. At the same time Bengal finances will be replenished 
to a large extent by reason of the amount of money that we will get from 
the Central Government. 

Now, Sir, I do not understand why so much capital is made out of the 
area that is fixed annually by Government. The cultivator himself wants 
to sow as much jute as possible in his land. Experience has shown that 
although the maximum is fixed and the cultivator has got the voluntary 
option to sow the lowest quantity of jute, he seldom keeps his acreage fixed 
on jute, he goes up to the maximum himself, which shows that he is in 
favour of sowing more jute, because he knows that by that means he will 
get some money in order to cover his expenses, at any rate his household 
expenses. The sowing of jute does not necessarily mean any interference 
with the growth of a large amount of paddy. Both can go together and L, 
therefore, think, Sir, it is wrong to assume that Government acted in a 
way detrimental to the interests of the cultivator. 

Sir. it was from September onwards that we have been in constant 
communication with the Government of India and we have had assurances 
from the Government of India and from those who are in a position to 
help us in times of difficulty that they will come forward to the help of 
the Bengal peasantry, if our anticipations are not fulfilled or if for some 
reasons the price of jute goes below a reasonable limit. (I)r. Naunaksha 
Sanyal: How?) There are many ways of doing it. (Dr. NalinaKSIIA 
Sanyai.: 1)o they guarantee a maximum price?) There are hundreds of 

ways of helping the cultivator. 

Now, Sir, the position, therefore, is that while the cultivator is at 
liberty to sow up to the maximum of 8 annas, he is also at liberty to sow 
less if he likes. If, in consequence of any adverse circumstances, we find 
that the cultivator is not getting money we thought he would be getting 
on jute, we will, as I have said, be helped by the Government of India 
in order to get over this difficulty ; on the other hand, if we had not fixed 
the maximum of 8 annas and fixed the maximum at a lower rate, we would 
have the entire responsibility of meeting any adverse situation if it arose. 
At the present moment we can go up to the Government of India because 
it is on the basis of some assurances we have got that we fixed the acreage 
at 8 annas. If we had disregarded the advice given by tbe Government 
of India, *we would have been in difficulty, and we would have been put 
out of the court altogether. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The old grandmother has no more milk 
to give ! '* 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, there are many ways of 
proving that one is a friend of the peasantry of Bengal. 
One of the easiest ways is to shout and say “Don’t do this : 
don’t do that,” but these are all slogans and there is no sense 
in them : they do not really help the cultivator. The cultivator has 
got to sow jute and he has got to get a good market. We are 
not unmindful of the interests of the cultivator, and we shall see that he 
gets a good market. We know all the interests of the cultivator. The 
cultivator himself wants to sow at least 8 annas jute. Whatever people 
may say, we have found that if the option is given, he may go up to 12 
annas. That shows that he knows his interests much better than those 
in this House who shout for the interests of the cultivator. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: As you are giving them food ! Here 
are telegrams 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Here are telegrams that the 
cultivators are happy with their 8 annas quota. 

Sir, if the acreage had been fixed at 4 annas, all these telegrams would 
have come all the same. Telegrams come due to different causes. Tt is 
not for me to argue with anybody. 

I say, Sir, that while people advocate a policy of less acreage for jute, 
they forget that thereby they might endanger the help that they might 
get from other quarters — people who have befriended them in times of 
difficulty. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who lire they? European!"? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must say that Europeans 
purchase jute more than I do. So, I think they are friends of the culti- 
vators in this respect. 

1 do not think that the proposition is complicated at all. I know my 
friend Dr. Sanya! has threatened that he will publish in the Amritu Bazar 
Patrika the names of those who will vote against this cut motion. We are 
not afraid of that. Wo are prepared to say in all conscience that we have 
done the best thing possible in the interests of the cultivator by fixing the 
acreage at 8 annas. I make this statement deliberately. Let any news- 
paper publish it. 1 am as much a friend of the cultivator as anyone else 
in this House. 1 have considered the question from all points of view, 
and 1 say that it would have been dangerous if we had not fixed the acreage 
at S annas. If we had disregarded the Government of India, if we had 
disregarded the wishes of His Majesty’s Government at home, we would 
have been thrown entirely on our own resources and my friend Dr. Sanyal 
would not have been able to raise the cultivator out of the mire. We have 
done as best as we could under the circumstances, and I say. Sir, that there 
is no risk to the cultivators of Bengal by the Government's fixing the acreage 
at 8 annas. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Convince your party. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Haskem Ali, do you want to add anything*? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No. Sir. 

The motion of Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal that the demand of 
Es. 51,5 4,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 

reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. I. A. Clark that the demand of Es. 51,54,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 

Es. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 

reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdul Karim that the demand of Es. 51,54,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. ti. Morgan that the demand of Es. 51,54,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. , 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mahammed Ali that the demund of 
Es. 51,54,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 

reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the demand of Es. 51,54,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Es. 51,54,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and a division taken with the following results: — 

AYES — II. 


Banerji, Mr. P. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Or. 8harat Chandra. 
Mullick, Srijut Aahutosh. 


Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 
Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakiha. 
San, Babu Nagendra Nath. 
Sen-Gupta, Mrs. Nail la. 
Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 


NOES — 7$. 


Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abut Quasam, Maulvi. 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi 
Kanta, of Muktagacha, Mymonsingh. 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Aminullah, Khan 8ahib Maulvi. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Banerjee, the Hon'ble Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puepajit. 

Basu, the Hon’ble Mr. San tosh Kumar. 
Birkmyre, 8ir Henry, Bart. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 
Biswas, Mr. 8urendra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. datbidra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 


Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clarke, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Rai 8ahib Anukui Chandra. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 
Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 
Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 
Goewami, Mr. Tulsl Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Gyaiuddta Ahmed Choudhury, A I had j. 
Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. 8yed. 
Hatanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hashem Ali Khan, the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 
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Katina Murshtd, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatanally Jamadar, Khan Sahib 
Maulvl. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

HlrUal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Lahlrl, Babu Aahutoah. 

Mopharaon, Mr. G. P. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. AmrlU Lai. 

Mandat, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Mdnlruzzaman Islambadi, Maulana 
Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Mozammei Huq, Maulvl Md. 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl 8y#d. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Mukorjoa, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 
Mustagawsal Haquo, Mr. 8yed. 


Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Ramizuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Kshlrod Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patlram. 

Sanaull&h, Dr. 

8on, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

8on, Mr. Dhirondra Nath. 

8on, Jogosh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedall. Mr. 

8hamsudd<n Ahmod Khondkar, Mr. 
8lrdar, Babu Lltta Munda. 

Skipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Spollor, Mr. 4 , H. 

8tark, Mr. A. F. 

Thakur, Mr. °ramatha Ranjan. 

Thor man, Mr. C. M. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Walksr, Mr. J. R. 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 
Yousuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 78, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of Rs. 51,54,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture*' he reduced by R*. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 51,54,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture" be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdul Karim that the demand ol Rs. 51,54.000 for 
expenditure under the bead “40 — Agriculture" be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali 
Khan that a sum of Rs. 51.54,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” was then put and agreed to. 


41— Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 7,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”41 — Veteri- 
nary”. 

Khan Sahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 7,80,000 for expenditure under the head ”41 — 
Veterinary” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion to raise a discussion on the failure of Govern- 
ment to start a larger number of. veterinary dispensaries in the interior of 
the country. My object is not to censure the Government, but to draw 
the pointed attention of the Government to certain practical suggestions 
I shall be making here for Government’s serious consideration. 

Sir, it need hardly be said that good and healthy cattle are the back- 
bone of the peasantry who again are the backbone of the country. A 
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mainly agricultural country as Bengal is, she has to depend upon healthy 
cattle for her agricultural produce. The more healthy the cattle, the- 
greater will be the outturn of agricultural products. It has been found 2 
from experience that when the furrows are wide and deep the land yields 
a greater outturn of crops than when the furrows are thin and narrow. 
These furrows depend solely on the capacity of the cattle that draw the 
plough. For a prosperous and healthy peasantry healthy and able-bodied 
cattle are indispensable. 

Sir, in the campaign for “Grow More Food” cattle of the country play 
a very important part. If cattle are thin and diseased, you cannot expect 
to get as much outturn of crops as when the cattle are strong and able- 
bodied. 

Sir, it is admitted on all hands that agriculturists are the producers of 
the country’s wealth and in this matter cattle are a concommitant factor.. 
If this essential factor is neglected, the whole country suffers. 

Sir, in the wider interests of the country, although the Veterinary 
Department deserves to be first looked after and properly nourished, strange 
it is that this department is the most famished department of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. Government have chosen to keep this department in an 
obscure corner and the wider public have been given very little opportu- 
nity to know about its activities. 

A provision of Rs. 8,12,000 for an important department like the 
Veterinary Department is absolutely inadequate — rather it is a drop in 
the ocean. This only shows the appalling lack of imagination and want 
of sympathy of the present Ministry for the man behind the plough. Sir, 
if the Ministry really means to ameliorate the condition of the peasantry, 
if the Ministry believes in the “Grow More Food” campaign, then the 
cattle of the country must be improved and must be kept fret* from all 
disease. This requires more money. 

Sir, it will not be out of place to mention here that our peasants arc 
alarmingly illiterate and care little to know if there are medicines for 
cattle disease at all. On the other hand, Government also neglected to 
popularise the department amongst the agricultural masses. It was only 
after the assumption of office by the present Director of the Veterinary 
Department that the matter took altogether a different turn. The whole 
department got rejuvenated. Extensive propaganda for improved and 
healthy cattle and to fight cattle disease was made throughout the length 
and breadth of the country. Agriculturists also came to learn that their 
very valuable property, viz., cattle, could be saved from disease and from 
appalling death rate by medicines. 

Sir, in the year 1940 the present Veterinary Director, who is gifted 
with imagination, breadth of vision and sympathy, submitted a beneficent 
scheme before the Government for fighting cattle epidemics and various 
other diseases and[ thus improving the cattle of the country. The scheme 
is very modest, and its financial implications also are not big; the scheme, 
if property worked out, is pregnant with immense possibilities. The 
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scheme aims at starting a network of rural veterinary dispensaries. The 
plan is laid down as follows : Eighteen rural dispensaries are to be started 
in selected centres in the countryside, to be manned by a dbctor who will 
undergo training for 6 months either in the Bengal Veterinary College or 
in other hospitals. The cost of running such dispensaries will be Rs. 400 
annually including the doctor’s pay and medicines. Herbs available in 
the countryside will constitute the main item of medicines. So, eighteen 
dispensaries at the rate of Rs. 400 each annually cost only Rs. 7,200. Take 
another Rs. 800 for contingencies and other incidental cost, that works out 
at Rs. 8,000 per year. After the end of two years when the doctor will 
get himself established in his practice. Government subsidy will be with- 
drawn leaving the doctor to his practice alone. This will enable the doctor 
to earn a decent living, at the same time doing a lot of good to the agricul- 
turist. In the second year another set of 18 dispensaries will be started, 
and in the third year another set of 18 dispensaries will be set up. But 
in the beginning of the third year the set of 18 dispensaries started in the 
first year will be self-supporting and the Government subsidy will be with- 
drawn. So practically Government will have to bear the cost of 36 dispen- 
saries requiring about Rs. 16,000 only. If this process is carried on for 
ten years, then we shall have 180 dispensaries in the rural area of Bengal. 
And at the end Government will not be required to pay anything towards 
the maintenance of these dispensaries. If this process is further repeated, 
we can have as many dispensaries as we require at a nominal cost. The 
expenditure also will not be a permanent liability to the Government. 

Sir, I understand that about 20 such rural dispensaries were started in 
1940, and they have been functioning very satisfactorily and doing yeoman’s 
service to the suffering agriculturists. It is a matter of gratification to 
note that the Sharishahat dispensary of this type is doing very satisfactory 
work and can favourably compare with any Government veterinary dispen- 
sary. 

Sir, 1 fail to see why such a beneficent scheme is not put into operation 
wholeheartedly. I demand that the Government should take up courage 
in both hands and push forward the scheme which is calculated to do real 
good to the country. 

Sir, so far as this scheme is concerned, I am sure the Minister in charge 
of the department knows it full well. So far, the department was in charge 
of a gentleman who is not expected to know all the details of the working 
of the Veterinary Department. But so far as the present Minister is con- 
cerned, 1 am sure that the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali 
Khan, who professes many things for the well-being of the agriculturists, 
will not forget the assurances he gave to the agriculturists, and I hope that 
he will not be found wanting in the discharge of the duties that have been 
entrusted to him. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

t’tos sre stm i ft* to vsiTPrijro <Mi 

tffcfCTCT* <7TbTOl>t*1 Veterinary?, 4*^3 <71$ V TO fcfaFI ^ 
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ft I TO 43^1 scheme 4TO3, <71? scheme43 to toc$ 

<4? <7T <TOT (7m 3^fef%TO 4^?1 (TO3 Veterinary Surgeon T5fanTOt31 fro 
RtES TO 3. itinerary surgeon %7f3 \53JU3 331 OTOZ TO3 — <$T31 3C3 TO^3 
TO epidemic TO (71? W3T 1 TO 43^ ftft3 V «T ^f31 3tft C^ttOT TO 
^WC33 33f3TO C3C33 C3 ft 3^f75 TO I fts TO 4? 018 TOTO TOT TO31 
*R?ft CTO TO \§fcn C^tt^ 3TO 3^<31 ftre C^tTO I 4 3OT 5te<<7Uk4- 
33F3 Ft? C3 4? C? W3 itinerary Veterinary Surgeon TO TO^3 $TOT 3fTO 31 
C3C<T 3ft <3^33 CRT ^ f^*T33tf3 $7T C33 3tTO TO7F? TOT^ §*tTO TO, 
tof 43 s- 433^1 ftjcTOtltc^ ^.io «f fetro C3*fr TO^r 31 1 4? 433^1 ftft^ toi? 

3^TO % TO'cTcTO TO^ I 

ftffa TO, 43T?1 1 3'5 6 fC3 c fc 3 S T3%33 (TO Dresser Scheme 3t?7l 

RfefVS I ffts C3I>1 fW3 VCTO I Dresser Scheme43 fe\53 ?m 

33tto ftft3 %r c? * TO, o TOr, 8 TO csTOroft to C3c*t ftftor 4 C 3 yro 
^fftTT ^£33 C3C33, fft§ 3. TO, OTOi, 8 TO* 3 3t3t*[ sm3tTO33 13334 
TOT I TO^r? C3?ftF 3TO fro? VV 31 I <?I? schemeft failure TOC^ I & 31 
C33C3 ^o c l"(7f c & 3ft 3tf%33 training fro CoCft33t#t ^ CTO - TO C33f3C3 
(7f? 3T3T1 33:33 TO 3^WU33 3C*ft STOt3 ?3 I CTO^ ^3337T3 (71 3tC3 ’vft 
SUFF 434"C3C3?3 (TtfTO - CTO fefF3, TOt33tf%3? 3fT3 3TO TO 31 I (1? TOiftr 
>iTO 333T3 TOS I TO? <3ft3t3C33 promotion C3\3?1 53 TOT (TO? 

33*3 qualification CTO 53 31 I junior, seniorC33 supersede 

3TO C^TOT, 43“ CWT seniors TOT 33t33* WTO 5 CTO I (71? ®T3T 
Veterinary Advisory Boards 5t3 C^ftTF 43“ Veterinary Director^ 5't3 C^IC^ 
iij? helection43 3t3 §fk3 f3C3 C3t4T33 (TO f 3faTO3 5*tC3 OTOTI TO 3t5T3 
3^3 TO3 43“ 4? (7iC*6 C 3*1*1 34 : l 43^5 ^t^C3 31 I 

TOf 4? 3^ 3TTTO TO^ Cm 43C^ Ft?, TOl 3^3 3t3% 3ft 

3TO3 4ftTO 3T3T1 3TO3 I 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my intention is to 
draw the attention of the Government of Bengal to the miserable plight 
into which the people of Midnapore and 24-Parganas have been thrown 
after the terrific cyclone and tidal waves of unparalleled magnitude in 
October last. It will be said that Government have up to this time spent 
more than Rs. 83 lakhs for the rehabilitation of those tracts. Unfortu- 
nately, these tracts do not grow any cotton, any coal, any jute, or any tea 
and therefore the European community have no soft corner in their hearts 
for these people. Moreover, Midnapore is regarded by some as the territory 
of the rebels and the people thereof as rebellious. 

According to Government casualty in human lives was in the neighbour- 
hood of 15,000 and 95 per cent, of cattle, r.e., more than a lakh and 20 
thousand cattle, were destroyed by these catastrophes. Now, Sir, sums 
which h§ve been spent by Government have not been spent for the purchase 
26 
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of cattle. It was said openly about the plight of Midnapore that after 
the lapse of a few years cow’s milk will be a proverbial word and no one 
will see a cow alive. So, I submit for the consideration of the Hon’ble 
Minister for Agriculture that he would take the people into his confidence 
and publicly announce what has been done to rehabilitate the subdivisions 
of Contai and Tamluk of the Midnapore district and the subdivision of 
Diamond Harbour in the 24-Parganas district so far as the supply of cattle 
for ploughing and cows for milk for the sustenance of children are con- 
cerned. I appeal to him to rise equal to the occasion and not to forget 
the miserable people of Diamond Harbour and of Contai and Tamluk. 

Sir, I have greater apprehension because the administrators of the two 
subdivisions of Midnapore, especially the District Magistrate of Midnapore, 
cannot be called sympathetic. They are more than unsympathetic; I would 
style them as misanthropic as to their attitude towards the people. It was 
publicly complained and it was proclaimed on the floor of the House that 
at least some responsible administrator of Midnapore had requested Govern- 
ment to withhold Government and other charitable relief to the people of 
Midnapore for at least one month after the cyclone. Sir, that is a terrible 
state of things, and it is unfortunate that the administration of this part 
of the country is still in their hands and nothing is being done although 
Midnapore is an o//om-produeing district. I would appeal once more to 
the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture to see that the people are not ruined 
in this part of the country. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have heard the speeches of the honourable members with rapt atten- 
tion and have also followed the scheme suggested by Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Mafizuddin Ahmed for reorganisation of the veterinary dispensaries in the 
province. Now, Sir, under the existing system of provincialisation schemes, 
it is the district boards who are entrusted with the charge of starting and 
maintaining dispensaries as well as Veterinary Assistant Surgeons for 
treatment of cattle diseases within the subdivision on condition that 
Government will pay one-third of the total cost to the district board 
for each subdivisional dispensary. I am extremely sorry to state here that 
most of the district boards did not respond to the request of Government 
to start dispensaries within their jurisdiction on the ground of financial 
difficulty. Now, Sir, the task is entirely upon the local bodies, mainly the 
district board, and if the district board fails to discharge its duties — its 
duties to the cultivators, its duties to the agriculturists — Government cannot 
help in the matter. Government have already promised to contribute one- 
third and they are still prepared to contribute that share and in special 
cases Government can augment that amount if necessary. 

As for training up a large number of persons with a six months’ course 
for giving them veterinary training so that they can run dispensaries in 
rural areas — in union boards or in thana areas — of course that is a matter 
which will receive my consideration, and I shall examine the pros and 
cons of the proposal and also the financial aspect of the matter, and if I 
find it favourable, then I shall see that this proposal be given effect to. 



1943.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


401 


Of course, I cannot make any promise now without entering into the finan- 
cial aspect. I must admit that with the limited funds at the disposal of 
the Veterinary Department it is impossible for anybody — not to speak of a 
Minister — to make any further improvement of the department. What- 
ever money we have got we desire to spend for establishment cost as well 
as propaganda officers. These officers move from district to district and 
from village to village; they deliver lectures among the people, give them 
easy course of training in the matter of treatment of their diseased cattle. 
The propaganda department has drawn the attention of the public at large 
as will be seen from the fact that the officers are wanted simultaneously by 
different districts. 

As regards the suggestion of my honourable friend Mr. Charu Chandra 
Roy that promotions of subordinate officers are not fairly or justly consi- 
dered, I do not know what happened in the past, but for the future I can 
assure him that without going into the merits of each case no promotion 
will be made on any other consideration. 

As regards my honourable friend Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen’s point 
regarding cyclone-affected areas in Midnapore, the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister lias made statements in this House more than once stating in 
detail as to what has been done to remove the distress among the cultivator* 
and agriculturists of Midnapore, specially Contui and Tamluk subdivisions, 
and arrangements have been made to send a large number of cows for the 
supply of milk and also bullocks for the purpose of cultivation. Of course, 
the Revenue Department is dealing with the matter, and I think the 
Veterinary Department cannot do anything in the matter except in .the 
matter of cattle epidemic. If an epidemic breaks out, then this department 
will see that even effort and every action is taken to suppress the epidemic 
and remove it. However, if I get an opportunity I shall go to the e\ clone- 
affected itreas of Midnapore and see that if there is anything that is possible 
to do or required from this department, this department will not fail to 
do that. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Mafizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 7,80,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khun 
that a sum of Rs. 7,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “41— 
Veterinary” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 0-31 p.m. till 3-15 p.m. on Monday, 
the 22nd March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
22nd March, 1943, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher All) in the -Chair, 
8 Hon’ble Ministers and 187 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Publication of price of rice in Calcutta Gazette. 

*172. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department aware of the fact that the price of 
common rice as published in the Calcutta Gazette is generally much below 
the actual market price? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state what action he proposes to take lor the publication in the 
Gazette of the actual rate of rice prevailing in the market? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan): (a) No. In the 

weekly weather and crop reports the prices of rice of the cheapest quality 
~at headquarters and at each subdivisional station on the day of report are 
■given. The prices now vary within very wide range from day tq day and 
sometimes during the day and differences between the prices of the cheapest 
rices and those of the quality rices are also considerable. Hence the 
apparent anomaly, if any. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVill the Hon’ble .Minister be 
pleased to state what steps the Government contemplate to take in order to 
stabilise the prices of essential foodstuffs like rice? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question (Joes not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, here the Hon’ble Minister says 
that there is variation of prices from day to day and sometimes even on the 
same day. So I would like to know what steps the Government propose to 
take immediately so that the prices may be stabilised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is only a part of a bigger question. I do not think 
he can give a simple answer in one sentence. It requires elaboration. 

Mr. Hashem Ali, are you prepared to answer the question? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, it does 
not appertain to my department. I am concerned with growing and not 
with selling. 


Appointments in the Bengal Medical 8ervioe. 

♦173. Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing for the last 3 years — 

.(a) the number of vacancies that occurred in the Bengal Medical 
Service — 

(i) upper grade, and 
(«) lower grade; 

(b) the number of vacancies that have been filled up during the period; 

( c ) the names and qualifications of the appointed candidates; 

(d) the date of their appointments; 

(e) whether the appointments are against permanent vacancies; and 
(/) the terms and conditions of the appointments? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(n) (/) CO (12 permanent and 48 temporary). 

(it) 155 (58 permanent and 97 temporary). 

(b) Bengal Medical Service (upper) 38 (all temporarily). 

Bengal Medical Service (lower) 140 (18 permanently and 128 temporarily). 

(c) and (d) Two statements are laid on the Library Table. 

(e) Some of these appointments are against permanent vacancies. 

(/) Permanent Assistant Surgeons and Sub-Assistant Surgeons are 
required to execute bonds — copies of which are laid on the Library Table. 
Appointments have been made* on the following scales of pay: — 

(1) Bengal Medical Service (upper) Bs.140 per mensem (fixed). 

(2) Bengal Medical Service (lower) — 

Permanent' — Us. GO — 75 — 75 — 80 — 10/2 — 140 — ■*> / 2 — 1 ; ><j per mensem. 
Temporary — Bs.60 per mensem (fixed). 

All these officers are subject to thejusual disciplinary rules. 

Alleged hardship to people due to non-availability of Judicial stamps* at 

Raiganj, Dinajpur. 

♦174. Babu SYAMAPROSAD BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(}) that there is no sub-treasury at Raiganj, in the district of Dinajpur; 
( ii ) that judicial stamps for plaints, specially of higher denominations, 
are -not always available at Raiganj; 
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(Hi) that judicial stamps can be had from the Dina j pur Treasury only 
once in a week; 

'(iv) that in all cases (except in suits filed on the Tamadi day, i.e., on the 
15th April) , where plaints f gre filed with insufficient court-fees, 
•only one day’s time is allowed by the court, for putting in the 
deficit court-fees; and 

( v ) that this has caused hardship upon the public? 

(b) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
any steps in the matter? 

* 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) (?) and 07) Yes. 

(in) No. Judicial stamps are issued from the Dinajpur Treasury twice 
a week, viz., on Tuesday and on Friday. 

(???) With a view to discourage the tendency to file plaints with insuffi- 
cient court-fees, when no application for time to file deficit court-fees is made, 
one day’s time is allowed. In deserving cases whenever petitions for time 
are filed, sufficient time is granted. 

(r) No such instance has been reported. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Drainage scheme for the Kaliaghai in Midnapore district. 

•175. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MALs (??) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a seiious flood in the river Kaliaghai in the district 
of Midnapore threatened the Amarshi Embankment and breached the 
Taladia Bund and the bunds on both sides of the Kapale^wari liver in the 
last rainy season? 

(b) If the answer to (?/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the stops taken by the (fovernment to minimise the pressure 
of the flood in the Kaliaghai river? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be aho pleased to state whether any effect 
has been given to the pending Drainage Scheme for widening the bed of the 
Kaliaghai? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plepsed to state whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
taking up the scheme this year before the rains? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (th§ Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) Yes. 

(b) to (d) It has been decided to widen the bed of tbe Kaliaghai in order 
to minimise the pressure of flood in the river. The work will be taken up 
this year as a test relief work. * 
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•176. Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that one Sj. Rabindra Bhowmick of Raiganj in Dinajpur was twice 
tried under the Defence of India Rules and subsequently 
acquitted; 

(ii) that he was home-interned after such acquittal, with certain 
restrictions ; 

(???) that he subsequently lost his job in the postal department; 

(ir) that he was deprived of the opportunity to earn his livelihood so as 
to maintain himself and his dependants; and 

( v ) that he was drawing about Rs.40 per month as pay from the postal 
department ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he applied 
for any allowance? 

(c) If so, has am allowance been granted to him? 

(d) If no allowance has been granted to him, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons thereof ; 

(ii) whether Government propose to grant him an allowance soon; and 

(in) the amount that is proposed to be given? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the order for his 
home-internment and the order of restrictions were passed? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (??)(?) No. 

(ii) He was not home-interned but was directed to reside and remain 
within the jurisdiction of Raiganj police-station in Dinajpur district with 
certain restrictions. 

(in) Yes. 

(iv) No obstacle was placed in the way of his earning a livelihood within 
the area to which he was restricted. 

(r) He was a temporary postal clerk on Rs.45 per mensem. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) His petition is under consideration. 

(e) Government order No. 9892P., dated the 2nd July, 1942, was served 
on the 5th July, 1942. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (n)(ii), will 
the Hon’blfe Minister please state what are the restrictions in question? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ordinarily these restrictions 
are reporting to the police-station about movements, but in this particular 
case I cannot say from memory if there was any. If this question is pressed, 

I must ask for notice. .7 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer ( a)(iv ), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that when a man is restrained, lie finds it almost 
impossible to get a job, either Governmental or non-Governmental ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is an argumentative question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House whether he lost his job because he was restrained ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that question. 

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: With reference to answer (b), 
will the Hon’ble Minister please state when he applied for the allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the papers; as 
far as I remember, a little more than a month and a half ago. 

Air raids on Calcutta area. 

•177. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Civil Defence) Department be pleased to state — 

• (/) the dates on which Calcutta was raided by Japanese planes in the 
month of December, 1942; and 

(ii) whether he was present on any of those dates in Calcutta? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the dates he was present? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) 20th December, 1942; 
22nd December, 1942; 23rd December, 1942; 24th December, 1942; 28th 
December, 1942. 

(ii) Yes. 

(h) 20th December, 1942; 22nd December, 1942; 23rd December, 1942. 

Muslim students of the Calcutta Technical School and their observance of 

Iduz-zoha festival. 

*178. Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: (<i) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the present number of Muslim students in the Calcutta Technical 
School, at 110, Surendra Nath Banerjee Road, Calcutta; and 
(ii) whether the Muslim students were allowed to observe Iduz-zoha 
Festival in December last? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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(c) Ie it a fact that the salary or remuneration of the Muslim students for 
not presenting themselves at the school on the Iduz-zoha day was deducted? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUS- 
TRIES DEPARTMENTS [the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca)]: 

(a)(i) 15. 

(ii) Yes, the school remained closed on that day. 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) Does not arise. The actual position, however, is that the students 
or the workshop authorities, by 'whom they are deputed, pay tuition fees to 
the school. There is no provision for the payment of any salary or remunera- 
tion to the students by the school. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether there is any training centre attached 
to the Calcutta Training School? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of privilege, Sir. May 
I submit that the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur to whose department this question 
relates went to Dacca in order to canvass for the Upper House election, but 
still he does not find time to come to this House 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is not a question of privilege. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the thing is tin’s: We are not 
getting justice in the hands of the Hon’ble Minister who does not know how 
this department works. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, oi der. The question of Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmed, 
namely, “whether there is any training centre attached to the Calcutta 
Training School” may of course arise out of the original question, but there 
is nothing wrong in the Hon’ble Minister’s asking notice for it. 

Khatl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, if the Nawab Bahadur had been 
present here, he might have been in a better position to answer the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not necessarily. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: By his remaining absent we are not 
getting justice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot compel a Minister to be present here. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, he is deliberately flouting the 
House. He could go to Dacca to canvass for 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is a Minister and not a Speaker. (Laughter.) 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, this is apparently 
an evasive answer. 

Mr. Speaker: It does not arise; may be evasive. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Construction of Dangapara bridge over 8onaidanga khal. 

54. Kazi ABUL MA8UD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the, Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a sura 
of Rs.6,000 has been sanctioned for the erection of Dangapara bridge over 
Sonaidanga khal within Nator subdivision? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons of not erecting such bridge up till now ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes— in 1941-42. 

(b) Due to abnormal rise in prices of iron, the contractors could not 
secure iron joists, etc., required for the bridge at the sanctioned estimate. 
The scheme has, therefore, been postponed till the return of normal times. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
by “normal times” he means after the end of the war? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, after the end of the war. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he gave a definite assurance in a mass meeting that the work would 
be completed soon ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a vague question, Mr. Masud. You must put 
a more definite question. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Will the I-lon’ ble Minister be pleased to state if 
it is not, a fact that in May, 1940, he presided over a mass meeting in Nator, 
and that he gave a definite assurance in the course of, his speech there that 
the work would be completed as soon as possible? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I could not quite follow the 
question. I gave an assurance in 1940 and the budget allotment was made 
in 1941-42. Then (time the Japanese war and everything was upset and 
the work could not be taken up. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: May I know, Sir, why this question 
has been answered by the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq? This question relates 
to the Public Works Department. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But, Mr. Sen, the question has been addressed to the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department and the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq, who is the Home Minister, has therefore answered it. 

Appointment of Assistant Analysts in the Bengal Public Health Laboratory. 

55. Dr. A. M. MALIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of permanent Assistant Analysts in the Bengal 
Public Health Laboratory; and 
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(ii) the number of them that are held by (1) Muslims and (2) Hindus? 

(h) Is it a fact that one of the posts is vacant since July last? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of appointing a Muslim to the post? 

(d) If the reply to (v) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: (a) Thirteen, of whom 10 
are Hindus and 3 Muslims. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d). Do* not arise. 

A.R.P. Medical Scheme. 

56. Mr. J. C. GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Go> eminent { Defence) Department aware that 
the Bengal Provincial Branch of the Indian Medical Association appointed 
an Expert Committee — the Emergency Medical Service Standing Committee 
— to formulate a skeleton scheme on the medical aspects of Civil Defence 
for the Province of Bengal ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lx? pleased to state whether he has 
received such a scheme in March, 1942, and subsequently a memorandum 
on the subject in August, 1942, from the Indian Medical Association? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the British Government have arranged one bed jxn every 200 

persons of the population in the various A.R.P. Hospitals in the 
United Kingdom; 

(ii) that only one bed has l>een provided foi e^ery 2,000 persons of the 

population in the A.R.P. hospitals of Bengal; and 

(lii) that the Surgeon-Genei al with the Government oi Bengal invited 
the Emergency Medical Service Standing Committee of the Indian 
Medical Association at a conference at the Surgeon-Genei al’s 
Office in April, 1942? 

(d) If the answers to clauses (a), (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a summary of the A.R.P. 
medical scheme formulated by the Government and the Indian Medical 
Association and a copy of the memorandum submitted by the Medical 
Association? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of devising ways 
and means for improvement of the present A.R.P. medical arrangements in 
consultation with the elected representatives of Bengal Provincial Branch 
oi the Indian Medical Association? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U : id) and (h) Yes. 

(c) ( i ) Ratio of 1 bed per 200 persons only obtains in the London aiea; 
clsewheie tn the United Kingdom the ratio is much smallei. 
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(ii) In Bengal, the ratio is 1 bed to 566 persons in Calcutta and the 
Industrial Area, and in other parts of Bengal it is 1 to 705 among ihe 
population living in the areas considered to be vulnerable. 

(Hi) Yes. * 

(d) Copies are laid on the Library Table. 

(e) Government have already had the benefit of several consultations with 
the elected representatives of the Indian Medical Association, Bengal, and 
consider that the provision made is sufficient. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 171A. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: On a point of order, Sir. We have 
got a printed list of held-over questions beginning from No. 6*3. I should 
like to know why instead of No. 63 being called, question No. 171A is now 
being taken up? 

Mr. 8PEAKER” Mr. Sen, this question of 18th March is a short-notice 
question. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Sale of standard cloth. 

*171 A (Siiokt Notice). Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHAUDHURI : (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the approximate date when the standard cloths will be available in 
the market ; and 

(ii) whether agents for the sale of such cloths have already been 
appointed ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when they are likely to be selected; and 

(ii) whether Communal Ratio Rules will be observed in selecting such 
agents ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (i) Within 
a week or so. 

(a) {ii) and (b) Yes. The Distributing Trades Tribunal has provi- 
sionally selected some agents to handle the bales as these are received. For 
sale in Calcutta the Controller of Civil Supply has . provisionally selected 
some shops in the bustee areas. For the 13 selected districts the District 
Magistrates have selected shopkeepers or are selecting shopkeepers which 
will be finished in the course of a few days. 
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Government of India are however setting up a Provincial Advisory 
Committee in which Traders and Consumers will be represented among 
others and which will make final selections. The policy is to select from 
among the existing traders as far as possible and though a strict communal 
ratio cannot be insisted upon, the interest of all communities will be care- 
fulty considered. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the names of the 13 districts referred to in answer (a) (ii) and (/>) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of order, Sir. The llon’ble 
Minister in his answer has made mention of 13 districts, and he now says 
that he wants notice. It seems he is trying to evade answering the ques- 
tion. Sir, I appeal to you to see that we are not treated in such a shilly- 
shallying manner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What can I do, Mr. Sen? I am helpless if he cannot 
answer your question. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: lie ought to have come fully prepared 
to answer this question. 


Dearness allowance for the Factory workers. 

•63. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in chaige of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether any steps have been taken to grant adequate dearness allowance to 
the labourers and employees of workshops, mills and factories that come 
under the Factory Act? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the amount of dearness allowance sanctioned in each 
case ? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any arrange- 
ments have been made for providing -all the employees and labourers with 
facilities for buying essential commodities at fair prices t 

{(1) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the price of commodities now is 
more than double of what they were before the war? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Whenever a complaint 
about inadequacy of dearness allowance granted by any employer comes to 
the notice of the Labour Commissioner or of Government, the matter is 
enquired into and steps are taken for grant of adequate dearness allowance 
by resort to adjudication under rule 81A of the Defence of India Rules or 
the Bengal Essential Services (Maintenance) Rules, where necessary. In a 
very large .number of oases, however, the Labour Commissioner has found it 
possible to have dearness allowances granted by methods of conciliation 
and mediation without recourse to Defence of India Rules or the Bengal 
Essential -Services (Maintenance) Rules. 
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(b) Dearness allowances granted by employers vary not only from industry 
to industry but also from place to place. Detailed information about allow- 
ances paid in all factories is not available and will take time to complete. 
A list of such allowances in important factories is laid on the Table. 

(c) All employers have been advised to open cheap food shops -and in fact 
arrangements exist in almost all important factories for providing employees 
and labourers with facilities for buying essential commodities at fair prices. 

(d) The prices of a number of commodities are more than double of what 
they were before the war. 

Statement referred to in reply to danse (b) of starred question No. 63. 


L Oriental Gas ~ 

2. Burmah Shell 

3. Calcutta Tramways 

4. Electric Supply 

5. Port Commissioners 
0. Bengal Government 

7. Government of India (proposed from 1st 

February, 1943). 

8. E. I. Rly. (Calcutta area) 

9. Bengal Telephone . . 

10. Jute Mills 

11. James Alexander & Co., Ltd 


12, Braithwaite & Co. (India), Ltd. 


13. Bridge and Roof Co. (India), Ltd. 

14. Britannia Engineering Co. 

15. Bum & Co., Ltd. 

10. Hooghly Docking and Engineering Co., Ltd. 

17. Jessop & Co., Ltd. 

18. Mackintosh Bum, Ltd. 

19. A & J- Main & Co., Ltd. 

20. Metal Box Co. of India, Ltd. . . 

21. Saxby and Farmer (India), Ltd. 

22. J. Stone and Co. (India), Ltd. 

23. T. E. Thompson & Co., Ltd. 


Rs. 

a. 

P- 


6 

0 

0 

Up to Rs. 149. 

12 

8 

0 

„ Rs. 100 

15 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 200. 

20 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 300. 

7 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 200. 

7 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 50. 

8 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 250. 

8 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 145. 

8 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 34. 

14 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 150. 

10 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 120. 

10 

8 

0 

„ Rs. 120. 

7 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 39. 

10 

0 

0 

„ Rs. 120. 

1 

4 

0 

per week. 


8 0 0 per month up to as. 12*9 per 

day. 

9 0 0 per month from as. 12-9 to 

Rs. 1-8-3 per day. 

10 0 0 per month above Rs. 1-8-3 per 
day. 

0 8 0 per month on Rs. 15 per 
month. 

10 0 0 per month on Rs. 100 per 
month. 

Grain allowance of 4 pies per hour. 

Dearness allowance 12 £ per cent, on first 
30 and 6 J per cent, on balance over. 

Three pies per hour flat rate. 

Rs.10 flat to all workers. 

Rs.7 flat to all workers. 

Rs. 0-8-0 on Rs. 15 per month and Rs.9-8 
on Rs.100. 

Rs.9 flat rate. 

Coolies on Rs.15 to Rs.20, Rs.5 per 
month, others from Rs.4 on Ra.15 per 
month to Rs.0 on Rs.100 per month. 

D. A. varying from as.4-4 to as.0-8 per 
day. 

As. 3 per day plus as. 1-3 per rupee. 

7 pies per hour. 

7 pies per hour. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why the dearness allowance paid to employees 
varies between firms and firms and what is the method adopted by Govern- 
ment for mediation and conciliation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: This dearness 
allowance, in fact, is given by the employers to the employees and it varies 
according to the rates of pay of different workers in different factories. It 
has also some connection with the prices of commodities at different places* 
Government always try their utmost to see to the interests of the labourers. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether cotton textile mills and the iron foundries are included in 
the answer he has given ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That I cannot say 
without fresh notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government have prescribed any scale according to which 
Government request the employing firms to grant dearness allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: No; Government have 
not. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why is it that factories outside Calcutta have not been mentioned in 
the statement referred to in answer (//) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The information 
required would require more time; but if the honourable member wants 
further particulars 1 will ask for notice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if by reading the question he understood that only Calcutta was 
meant ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The answer I have 
given is quite explicit that details of other factories could not be had at 
short notice. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the dearness allowance is adequate in relation to the cost of living 
index ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Certainly, it is. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the present cost of living index ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It. varies from time 
to time. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I want to know, -Sir, what is the present 
cost of living index ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I want notice. 
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Prosecutions for profiteering in kerosene oil in Braimanbaria subdivision. 


*72. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Will the Handle Minister in charge 
oi the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of prosecutions In the subdivision of Brahmanbaria for 

profiteering in kerosene oil since kerosene oil has been controlled ; 

(ii) the names of persons prosecuted with their addresses ; and 

iiii) whether any agent or sub-agent has been prosecuted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (?) Thirty-four. 

(ii) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(Hi) In one case, the son oi a sub-agent and in two cases, employees of 
aub-agents were prosecuted. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: W ith reference to answer 
(m), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what have been the 
results of these prosecutions ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 do not know; 
possibly, they are still pending. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the number of cases out of these 84 cases of prosecution which have 
ended in conviction of the accused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That information is 
not in my possession. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to 
answer (Hi), am I to understand that all the three cases are still pending? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Possibly so; I do not 

know the result as yet. 

Opening of more centres for Sub-Overseer Examination. 

•85. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Industries Department be pleased to state whether lie has 
received any petitions from Kajshahi, Burdwan and Pabna Industrial Schools 
for opening Sub-Overseer Examination centre in their respective schools? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(6) In pursuance of the recommendation of the Overseer Examination 
Board, steps have already been taken for opening centres for the Sub-Over- 
*seer Examination at Pabna, Rajshahi and Burdwan as a temporary measure. 
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Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether centres have actually been opened this 
year in Pabna, Rajshahi and Burdwan for the Sub-Overseer Examination? 

TIM Hoa'ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: With your kind 
permission, Sir, I hope the printed answer I have given may be treated as 
withdrawn in view of the intimation that had already been sent to your 
office. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Again, Sir, I draw your attention 
to the unfair manner in which the Opposition is being treated by 
Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand that the department concerned informed 
the Assembly Secretary that they wanted to modify this answer because of 
the fact that certain facts transpired which made this answer not quite 
accurate. So, 1 think, this question ought not to have been called out. It 
was a mistake on the part of the Secretary. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In that case, Sir, the Hon’ble 
Minister should not have read out the answer. 

War supply "by Industries Department of Bengal Government. 

*88. Khan Sahib JA8IMUDDIIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) the duties of the present Director of Industries; 

(n) whether the Department is at present engaged in supplying war 
requisites; and 

(iii) what are the supplies and for which of them the Department has 
undertaken monopoly ? 

(b) Do these require any technical skill that the Director or his experts 
have had to advise one? 

( c ) Is the Department organising labour or workshop in this respect? 

( d ) Has the Director or any of his technical officers ever been trained in 
the preparation of camouflage nets? If so, where? 

(e) Is it in the contemplation of Government to place the services of the 
Director under the disposal of the Central Government in the Supply Depart- 
ment of War Supplies? 

( f ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling existing in the minds of 
the Muslim community for the inequitable distribution of the work of 
camouflage nets? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(1) the names, 

(2) addresses and location of workshops; 

(3) quantity of twine or thread supplied, and 
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(4) amount of money deducted as rejections, 
against each contractor engaged in camouflage net preparation during the 
calendar year 1942? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacoa): The scheme launched 
by the Central Government for the systematic use of small-scale 
industry in the production of war supplies envisaged that the Provincial 
Government should act as contractor of the Supply Department and should 
inter alia through the Provincial Industries Department organise and guide 
the individual producers. The question of the Provincial Government acting 
as contractor of the Supply Department was carefully considered by this 
Government and in view* of the considerations (1) that, as the goods are 
to be produced for the Central Government, the Provincial Control should 
be kept at a minimum, (2) that it was desirable to encourage independence 
among small producers, and (3) that this Government have neither the staff 
nor the experience to undertake contractual functions, it was decided with 
the concurrence of the Central Government that the Director of Industries, 
Bengal, should act as the agent of the Central Government in the matter 
of procurement of war supplies. As the. Director has been functioning 
as the agent of the Central Government in the matter of war supplies and 
as he is responsible solely to that Government in this respect, I do not feel 
competent to answer the question which relates to a matter of administra- 
tion for which I am not responsible. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: In the answer given it appears that 
several reasons were given as to why the Director of Industries, Bengal, 
should act as the agent of the Central Government. One reason is that the 
Provincial Control should be kept at a minimum. Do I understand the 
Hon’ble Minister to say that the Director of Industries acted as the agent of 
the Central Government not in his official capacity as a servant of the 
Government of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: In the capacity of a 
lent officer, so to say. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Department of Industries has oome 
practically to a standstill as a result of the scheme now adopted by Govern- 
ment, that is to say, lending the services of the Director of Industries to 
the Central Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The answer is in the 
negative. The Director of Industries is carrying on with his normal duties 
for which he is responsible to the Provincial Government. 

Distribution of foodstuffs and fuel through selling agencies. 

*89. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to 
Btate whether the Government have taken steps to promote distribution of 
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foodstuffs and fuel, such as coal, through selling agencies of consumers 
organised on co-operative principles? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to ensure selection 
of such agencies in preference to other agencies? 

( c ) If not, why not? 

( d ) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of the 
rules, if any have been framed, for the selection of dealers, big and small, 
in foodstuff and fuel ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) No. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

(c) Government policy is to distribute supplies through established 
channels of trade. This does not debar selection of dependable Consumers' 
Societies. 

( d ) No such rules have been framed but the general principle followed 
in selecting dealers has been to select dependable dealers already established 
in the trade. The question what principles should be followed in selecting 
dealers is being examined by the Distributing Trades Tribunal. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that these distributing or so-called dependable 
suppliers are oppressing the people very greatly by raising the prices of the 
commodities at their sweet will? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: “Dependable dealers” 
who have been mentioned in the answer are the normal dealers already in 
trade. 


8upply of coal and engine oil to industries. 

•90. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state whether 
any steps have been taken to ensure a steady supply of — 

(a) coal to the industries at a fair and reasonable price; and 

(b) diesel oil and furnace oil to those industries which depend on oil 

engines to run their factories and also to mufassal electric supply 
companies ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Yes. From the 
provincial quota of coal wagons 479 wagons were allotted to rice mills and 
52 wagons to small industries in January last; 427 wagons to rice mills and 
52 wagons to others have so far been allotted in February. Such industries 
as consume less than one wagon (25 tons) per month are advised to get 
their supply from the retail dealers. 

(b) The Controller of Supplies, Bengal Circle, under Government of 
India deals with all questions of supply of diesel oil and furnace oil to 
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industries in consultation with Fuel Oil Advisory Committee. The 
Electrical Commissioner with the approval of Government of India has 
fixed a provincial quota of diesel oil for all electrical undertakings of this 
Province in consultation with this Government. Allocations have been 
made to different electrical undertakings from this provincial quota and each 
District Officer has been advised to regulate hours of supply in order to 
enable every undertaking to keep within its allotment. The Controller of 
Supplies, Bengal Circle, arranges for supply of diesel oil to electrical 
undertakings according to quota and allotments fixed. 

Price control in Rangpur district. 

•81. Mr. K8HETRA NATH SINGHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether price control is exercised in the district of Rangpur; and 

(ii) if so, in how many shops kerosene, sugar and soda are sold under 

licence ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that — 

(t) in some shops when higher prices are offered sugar is available; 
and 

(ii) partiality in the distribution of kerosene oil is made. 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government con* 
aidering the desirability of taking measures for equal distribution of these 
essential articles ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): («)(/) Yes. 

(ii) Kerosene oil is being sold from more than 400 centres. 

Sugar is being sold from almost all the shops. 

Soda being hardly available, it is being sold at selected centres. 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Alleged ourtailment of certain facilities to workers of the Calcutta Tramways 
Company, Limited. 

23. Mr. A8HUT08H MALLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Agent of the Calcutta Tramways Company gave the 
employees any assurance of — 

(t) granting them an advance of salary; 

(ii) granting free quarters for them; 
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(in) appointing a Committee to select their quarters near the depots; 
and 

(iv) authorising an officer of the Company to rent houses for the pur- 
pose P 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Agent has withdrawn the 
assurance subsequently ? 

( c ) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be also pleased to state whether he is aware of a feeling existing amongst 
the employees of the Company ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, he proposes to take in the matter P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): {a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 


Alleged complaint against Directorate of Civil Supplies by Jessore people. 

24. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department he pleased to state 
whether any representation has been received by him from the people of 
Jessore against the administration of the office of the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay a copy of the same on the Table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the actual time when this answer was furnished to him that no 
complaint by the Jessore people reached his office? With reference to 
question (a), he says “No”. What is the actual date to which this “No” 
refers ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 8th February, 1943, 
is the date. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Have Government any information 
after that date? 


Tha Hbn’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 ask for notice. 
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Cancellation of tender from a firm after acceptance by Government. 

25. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government after accepting a tender from a 
certain firm for supply of rice subsequently cancelled the same? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) What was the principle followed by Government in the acceptance 
of tenders? 

(<1) Will the Hon’ble Minis! er be pleased to state whether the lowest 
tender was accepted in all cases? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(/) What was the total loss to Government revenue by the non-acceptance 
of the lowest tender in each case? 

((j) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(?) the names of contractors selected, with their addresses; 

(ii) the amount of contract allotted to each contractor; and 

(iii) the places where rice and paddy have been stored, together with 

the amount stored at each place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Evidently 
the honourable member refers t-o the arrangements made for the purchase 
and removal of rice and paddy under the Denial Scheme. Having regard to 
the nature of the scheme it was not possible to invite tenders formally. 
Arrangements were made after informal consultation with certain reputable 
firms. There is therefore no question of acceptance or cancellation of any 
tenders. Originally only one firm was entrusted with the contract, but 
subsequently, with a view to speeding up the work, several other contractors 
were selected and definite areas of operation allotted to each. 

(b) to (/) Do not arise, ride reply to (a). 

(g) (i) Mr. Mirza Ali Akbar, 51, Ezra Street, Calcutta. 

Messrs. B. K. Poddar & Co., 16, Chaulpatty Road, Beliaghatta. 

Mr. Ashutosh Bhattacharyya, 69/2, Chetla Road, Alipore. 

Mr. Ahmed Khan, 22, Zakaria Street, Calcutta. 

Mr. H. Datta, 15, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

(ii) No specific amounts were allotted to each contractor but the areas 
in which they were to operate were defined as follows: — 

Midnapore district; Bhola and Pirojpore subdivisions of Bakarganj 
district; Satkhira subdivision of Khulna district; Sadar and 
Patuakhali subdivisions of Bakarganj district; and Sadar and 
Bagerhat subdivisions of Khulna district respectively. ' 
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(tit) A statement is laid on the Library Table. The rice and paddy 
stored at these up-country centres have since been mostly disposed of. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the subsequent arrangement made by Government, that is 
to say, allotting the work to more contractors proved successful and whether 
all the contractors could execute the work entrusted to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Whether the con- 
tractors executed their work successfully or not is a matter of opinion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I wanted to know whether the 
works entrusted to different contractors were executed by them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes, they were 
executed. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All of them in full? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Four contractors were 
appointed subsequently and they did their work. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the statement that 
arrangements were made after informal consultation with certain reputable 
firms, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of those firms 
which were consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that no firm was consulted formally? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Government answer is that some reputable firms 
were consulted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That was done informally. What were 
the terms which were communicated to such firms before their acceptance or 
otherwise was sought ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That may be answered 
if a detailed question is put. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This question is a detailed question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has given the answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, there is a question of privilege 
again and I have to seek vour intervention. On a previous occasion we had 
submitted to you that if the Hon’ble Minister comes prepared to answer a 
question, he must get thoroughly ready and prepared. He cannot evade a 
question by only seeking protection to that rule that he may reply in a form 
that he thinks necessary. 

Sir, I seek your intervention. In case I may not be able to use any 
strong language, I seek your assistance. If the Hon’ble Minister always 
says “ ‘give me notice’, ‘I want further notice’, or ‘I cannot give details’,” 
then it is* better that he does not take up this question at all. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I have understood your point. You desire 
that the Hon’hle Minister should he thoroughly prepared. The question of 
being thoroughly prepared is a matter of opinion. The Hon ’hie Minister 
thought that he was thoroughly prepared which might not be thorough in 
your estimation. 

What was your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in reply it is stated “arrangements 
were made after informal consultation with certain reputable firms”. I saj : 
who are those firms? 

Mr. 8PEAKERS That of course is a yery pertinent question and in all 
fairness the Hon’ble Minister ought to have been able to answer it, but he 
has not been able to do so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That shows that he is not ready. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But you cannot make him ready. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If I say that he has not come prepared, 
you will object. If I say “foolish” you will be angry. What shall I do? 
What is the parliamentary language which I can use? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. You need not use any language here. You may deal 
with it during the budget discussion on the head “General Administration” 
and then you can criticise the conduct of the Hon’ble Ministers. If you 
desire there are ample opportunities for you to bring in a resolution or a 
censure motion, not now but in the next session. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : With reference to the answer, namely, 
“having regard to the nature of the scheme it was not possible to invite 
tenders formally”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were 
the obstacles in the way of inviting formal tenders? What was the nature 
of the situation which prevented the calling of formal tenders ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The purchase of rice 
was made at the behest of the Central Government following the denial 
policy of rice from certain districts of Bengal. The matter was so persistent 
and emergent that calling of tenders and other things could not be gone 
into and arrangements had to be made as early as possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the arrangements *Tere 
made with the approval or consent of the Hon’ble Minister in charge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that arrangements were made by the Government and 
over the head of the Ministers the Secretary issued orders? 

Mr. SPEAKER. He has already said that he asked for notice. The 
other part of the question does not arise. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 9ANYALS With reference to the answer that “the 
rice and paddy stored at these up-country gentres have since been mostly 
disposed of”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what quantity 
of this denial rice or paddy is still lying in the hands of Government agents? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that out of this denial rice a 
certain proportion has been exported out of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what proportion was it ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that a certain portion of the denial rice was located in 
the Midnapore district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that a certain portion of the 
Midnapore district rice which was kept out of the denial rice was exported 
out of Midnapore and that other rice from other areas was imported into the 
Midnapore district to meet the demand of the flood-striken people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I want notice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the fact that originally 
one firm was entrusted, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which 
was the fortunate firm? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The name is Mirza 
Ali Akbar. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this firm of Mirza Ali Akbar had anything to do with Messrs. 
M. A. Ispahani & Co. ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then why is it that this henami Mirza 
Ali Akbar is there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The firm was con. 
nected with Messrs. Ispahani and Co. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
contracting parties were Mr. Mirza Ali Akbar, of 51, Ezra Street, and the 
Government ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Messrs. 
Ispahani and Co. were only guarantors of Mr. Mirza Ali Akbar and had 
nothing tfo do direct with the contraet? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANY7VL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why is it that this firm of Mirza Ali Akbar which was not oonsidered 
to be of sufficient standing as to require a guarantee was given this contract? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Every agent has to 
give a guarantee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any similar guarantee was taken from Mr. H. Datta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the work was given to Mirza Ali Akbar, because that was the only 
firm which could undertake to do the work within such a short time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: So far as I understand 
he was the first man to consent. 

Mr. M. A. H, ISPAHANI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that at the 
time Mirza Ali Akbar was approached, no other firm, Indian or European, 
undertook to purchase rice on behalf of the Government of India or on the 
scale Mirza Ali Akbar did? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly what he said. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the so-called firm Mirza Ali Akl>ar was ever approached by 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I cannot give any 
further information on that line. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, he has already stated in reply to a 
question of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that Mirza Ali Akbar wa9 the 
only firm that agreed or consented to accept the responsibility and in reply 
to another question he said that that was the firm that was approached by 
the Government. So 1 wanted to find out 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Did he say that? I don’t think so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then let us have a clear answer, Sir. 

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how did the Government 
come across this firm of Mirza Ali Akbar? Is there any person of that name 
living or dead ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I shall collect all the 
informations and answer it tomorrow. 

(Mr. K. Nooruddin rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you going to ask any supplementary question? 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Yes, Sir 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has undertaken to answer this question tomorrow. 
You may put your question tomorrow. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: When he will prepare his draft reply he 
may also inform the House whether Government approached Mr. Mirza Ali 
Akhar for the contract or whether Mr. Mirza Ali Akbar according to the 
practice of Calcutta chased after the Council of Ministers for the contract. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Nooruddin, what is your question? 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Sir, I was going to put the same question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When the Hon’ble Minister gives his 
answers tomorrow, will he please find out whether this firm of Mr. Mirza 
Ali Akbar has the same address as that of Messrs. Ispahani & Co.? 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please also 
find out, when originally one firm was entrusted with the contract, what 
kind of business this firm did, what was the exact amount of rice and at 
what price they supplied to Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
find out for answer tomorrow what amounts of rice, etc., were collected by 
other firms and t he credentials and status of those firms? 


Short-notice Question. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, I tabled a short-notice 
question on the 18th regarding the shortage of food in the district of 
Chittagong. May I know when we may expect to get the answer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It has been forwarded to Government. 

Unstirred Question No. 10. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In connection with TJnstarred Question 
No. 10, I supplied the supplementary questions for which the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister wanted notice and which I formally handed over to the Lady 
Parliamentary Secretary of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur and she was good 
enough to assure me replies today. Sir, may we know if she is ready today 
to give the answers? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Sir, I)r. Sanyal handed over to me a list 
containing a number of supplementaries which he had put on the question 
standing in the name of Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen regarding the expenditure 
for maintaining the Directorate of Civil Supplies. He wanted me to let him 
have the answers today. As soon as I got the list I read out the questions 
to an officer, of that department oyer the ’phone and I requested that officer 
to furnish the information on those points today or as soon as possible. 
Unfortunately, I understand that the information has not yet been available. 
Presumably it will take some time for the department to collect the parti' 
culars aUout the various points raised by Dr. Sanyal. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I only submit that there are certain 
important issues involved, particularly relating to the appointment of the 
Personal Assistant to the Secretary to the Distributing Trades Tribunal 
which may be taken up during the budget discussion on the “Extraordinary 
Charges”. I submit that the answers may be forthcoming before that date. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is for the Hon’ble Minister to take necessary steps. 

Applications for leave of absence. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I would like to draw your atten- 
tion to section (58(4) of the Government of India Act, 1935, in connection 
with leave of absence for absentee members. My point is this: I think that 
that section does not apply to the prisoner members who are in jail at 
present. We have many difficulties. I can read out a letter from which I 
will show how 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, I think it would be better if you could see 
me in my Chamber. This is not a subject on the agenda today and I think 
you are going to raise a very important question of which you spoke to me 
over the ’phone. You better see me in my Chamber and I will discuss it 
with you. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, we want a ruling from you that 
these prisoner members need not have to apply for leave. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of interpretation of the relevant 
section. This matter has arisen in the Orissa Assembly also. I have got a 
letter from the Speaker of the Orissa Assembly. It is not a simple matter 
and it cannot be answered here and now. It requires serious consideration. 
So, please see me in my Chamber. 


Adjournment motion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I gave notice of an adjourn- 
ment motion and you have been pleased to refuse consent. May I request 
you to reconsider this in view of the fact that 

Mr. SPEAKER: You better see me in my Chamber. As far as I could 
see, the adjournment motion infringes some rules. Therefore, I had to 
refuse consent. Please see me in my Chamber. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, may we know if you will waive 
the matter of urgency? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You see me in my Chamber and I will diseuss with 
you. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

37 — Education — General. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I be# to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,67,56,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General”. 

Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Sir, I be# to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,67,56,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education 
— General” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a 
discussion on the failure to take up the Secondary Education Bill for 
passing. 

Sir, since the inauguration of the new Constitution in 1937 the oppressed 
and neglected millions who form the majority population in Bengal desired 
many changes in the social, economic, cultural and intellectual aspects of 
life to march with others as their equal partners in all affairs of administra- 
tion. During the course of the last regime some of the cherished objects 
w r ere to some extent fulfilled, but others are still left to be done. 

Sir, the Secondary Education Bill which was first introduced in this 
House in 1940 w T as the outcome of such longfelt grievances of the majority 
community. But this unfortunate Bill has a chequered history behind its 
long career. Before it came into being a countrywide agitation was started 
by persons with vested interests in the Calcutta University and also by the 
entire Caste Hindu community against this Bill. 

In the course of discussion in this House the Bill was styled as reactionary, 
communal and anti-national by its opponents. The Hon’hle Minister 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, the leader of the then League and the Coalition 
Party, was in charge of the Education Department. The Bill was referred 
to a Select Committee on the 20th August, 1940, (on si sting of members from 
various communities and different political parties. But, Sir, then the entire 
Caste Hindu members together with a few Scheduled Caste members resigned 
from the Committee as a protest. Mr. Fazlul Huq and the party then 
supporting him decided to get through the Bill with the help of other Hindu 
co-operators, as they thought that no injustice was going to be done to any 
community by the passing of the Bill. The Select Committee’s Report was 
published in April, 1941. Sir, in November, 1941, even a few clauses of this 
Bill were considered and passed. Finding that all protests and agitations 
were of no avail, the ingenious brains of the Caste Hindus in this Legislature 
adopted the policy of divide and rule in the rank and file of the Muslim 
members. Mr. Fazlul Huq, the then Chief Minister, who was not pulling 
on well with other members of his Muslim League colleagues in the Cabinet, 
was an easy prey to the Hindu game. Power-loving as he is, he made a very 
strategic use of the Bill by bartering it away in order to purchase the support 
of the diehard communals of the province and thereby to keep his position 
as the Chief Minister safe. He was successful in his attempt as a result of 
which the Progressive Coalition Ministry came in in December, 1941. 
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Though Mr. Fazlul Huq was the Chief Minister, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
was his leader, who claimed to be the custodian of the Muslim interests in 
Bengal, and under his advice the old Bill was dropped and a new one with 
his own drafting was introduced last year, this time, which was also referred 
to a Select Committee. But this Committee was never called to meet for 
reasons best known to the present Ministry. 

Now, we hear, Sir, that a new Bill for the third time is going to be 
introduced this session. But we presume, Sir, this Bill will also meet with 
the same fate as the former ones. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq has assured this House times without 
number that the Secondary Education Bill would be brought in and passed. 
But the circumstances in which Mr. Fazlul Huq finds himself now have made 
us believe that this Bill will never see the light of the day. (A voice from 
the Treasury Bench: It will come this session.) 

Sir, the old maxim is “failures are the pillars of success”. Mr. Fazlul 
Huq has succeeded in securing his position as Chief Minister when he has 
failed in the Secondary Education Bill. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Dl*« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir I beg to move that the demand of 
Ro. 1,07, 5(1,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion on the failure to provide adequate 
relief to educational institutions to meet the situation created through the 
present war emergency. 

Sir, the war has had various kinds of repercussions on different institu- 
tions in this country. Some have profited by the war and some have grown 
fat and others have been faced with starvation and disaster. The first big 
casualty of this great war approaching this country appears to have been 
the educational institutions of this province. The Hon’ble Chief Minister 
who had, for some time as Education Minister of the province, intimate 
contact with the educational organisation of Bengal knows very well how 
the teachers and the institutions of Bengal suffered terribly through the 
approach of the war. During December, 1941, all on a sudden Govern- 
ment issued instructions that certain institutions in the danger zones must 
close dowm until adequate air-raid precautions were taken as safety measures. 
The University of Calcutta thereafter, in collaboration with the Govern- 
ment, undertook to arrange for suitable protective measures for these 
institutions. After some amount of correspondence the Government was 
induced to accept the suggestions of the University for providing certain 
advances for making suitable air-raid protective walls in those educational 
institutions close to the area of the danger zones. But, Sir, even though 
the University made several representations and the heads of institutions 
collectively and individually approached the Government w T ith various 
difficulties that they were faced with hardly any suitable remedy could be 
devised. Sir, for a few months I had the unfortunate position of being 
entrusted with the difficult task of looking after the interests of these 
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institutions on behalf of the University of Calcutta, and I know intimately 
how with the greatest goodwill then existing both of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister as well as the then Finance Minister, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 
and in spite of the greatest collaboration and co-operation that these educa- 
tional institutions were prepared to offer nothing could be done. It was 
also regrettable that in some direction discriminatory arrangements were 
made in favour of the European and Anglo-Indian schools. This was 
extremely wrong. I submit. Sir, that educational institutions in other 
parts of the world which are similarly affected by war conditions were not 
treated with so much scant attention as the Government of Bengal have 
extended to educational institutions in danger zones here. In Britain 
educational institutions have not only received grants provided for them, 
but students were taken bodily from out ot the danger zones and were 
provided with suitable educational facilities outside. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Not by Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, by Government. Mr. Chippen- 
dale who is a chip of the old block is proud of his Anglo-Indian heritage 
because he feels that some British blood is flowing in his veins and feels 
hurt when I am talking of British Government’s educational expenses. 
But the Anglo-Indian community should realise that they have to get on 
in India along with other Indians, in spite of some of the special privileges 
which they have been enjoying in educational matters. 

Sir, I would not take up much time of the House. This motion relates 
entirely to the facilities given to educational institutions— institutions 
which require facilities for their removal to other safer zones — by way of 
rent for the new buildings, furniture and other equipments, travelling and 
other expenses for students and staff to new areas and continuity of certain 
grants or subsidy, permitting them to function in other areas. They also 
further wanted, so far as the old institutions were concerned, some nucleus 
to be maintained in the areas where they were functioning and a certain 
amount of help. 

With these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I will not move the motion stand- 
ing in my name, but I will support the motion of my honourable friend, 
Mauivi Hafizuddin Chaudhury. His motion deals with the indifference 
shown by Government to the Bengal Secondary Education Bill. As has 
been pointed out by Mauivi Hafizuddin Chaudhury, Sir, the Secondary 
Education Bill is as old as 1940. Sir, the first Select Committee sat for a 
pretty long time and submitted its report and the Bill was actually taken 
up for consideration and good progress was made in the passage of the Bill 
in this House. But with the fall of the last Ministry the Bill has been 
shelved and nothing has been heard of it for months past. Sir* the Hindus 
were against this Bill and they succeeded in their attempt to create a split 
m the Muslim community and, taking full advantage of that split in our 
ranks, they have been able to put back the much-needed educational reform 
contemplated in the Secondary Education Bill. Sir, that Bill was 
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introduced on the recommendation of the Saddler Commission on the 
insistent demand of the Muslim and Scheduled Caste communities and 
that of every right-thinking man of the province, and the present 
Ministry, when it came into office, as well as the Progressive Coalition 
Party members including the Krishak Proja Party members, gave an 
undertaking that they would put that Bill on the statute book as soon as 
possible after their assumption of office, and they also assured us that 
they would bring forward, a Bill in the very first session of the Assembly 
after their acceptance of office. Sir, this Ministry came into office in 
December, 1941, and this is March, 1943 — rather the latter part of March. 
This Bill, after they assumed office, was again referred back to a Select 
Committee and that Select Committee actually sat for some days. But 
that Select Committee had had to be dissolved, never to sit again, and now 
in the present session we find that although it was originally given a place 
in the agenda of business of this Assembly it was again taken out of the 
agenda for reasons which are best known to the Ministry. We do not 
know, Sir, wdiat will ibe the fate of the Secondary Education Bill, but my 
apprehension and the apprehension of my party is that so long as the 
present Ministry remains in office, the Bill will never see the light of the 
day. The present Ministry will never dare to offend their Hindu 
supporters; they will sit tight over the Bill. My friends supporting the 
Ministry know full well how persistent and insistent the demand is 
throughout the country, particularly among the Muslims and the 
Scheduled Castes, to have this Bill passed, and when they were returned 
from their constituencies they gave the solemn pledge to their constituents 
that the Bill would be pushed through and passed if they were returned. 
But as soon as they were returned to the Assembly they forgot everything 
about the Bill. Sir, my point is that the Ministry had been hoodwinking 
the Muslim public who had been persistently demanding the passing oi 
this Bill. Now, they will take the plea that during wartime no contro- 
versial legislation can he taken up and on that plea they will shelve the 
Bill once for all. 

Sir, I want a categorical reply from the Hon’ble Minister whether the 
Bill will see the light of the day during this session. Sir, a Special Officer 
in the person of Dr. Jenkins was appointed for this Bill, but in spite of 
his efforts nothing has come to fruition. The Select Committee report 
was already published and was taken up in the open House. So, I want 
a categorical reply from the Hon’ble Minister whether this Bill will be 
introduced this session and will be taken into consideration during this 
session. 

With these words I support the motion moved by my honourable 
friend Mr. Hafisuddin Choudhuri. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,67,56,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion on the urgency of granting suitable relief to teachers of schools 
affected through the present emergency. * 
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Sir, I had already said in connection with a previous motion how the 
institutions in Calcutta and other emergency areas have suffered due to 
the approach of war conditions. The institutions have suffered and at the 
same time have suffered the number of teachers of those institutions, those 
helpless and hapless class of people who have all along worked for the 
best interests of the society at paltry remuneration. It is well known how 
the teachers in Bengal are ill-paid, and these ill-paid teachers were faced 
with a situation which is nothing short of disaster during December, 1941, 
and thereafter because of large scale evacuation of the pupils and the 
consequential loss of fee income of the institutions and Government’s 
apathy in coining forward to support the institutions by paying suitable 
amounts to enable the institutions to pay their quota. For some months 
Government made an attempt to subsidise or to help in the subsidising of 
a certain number of institutions which they wanted to (‘all centralised 
schools, particularly those relating to the girls' education in the city. It 
appears that those girls' centralised schools also have not been running 
properly, and at the present moment I understand that practically the 
old system has reverted with very poor attendance in the centralised 
schools. Whatever may be the fate of the institutions, the position with 
regard to the teachers continues even today to be extremely unhappy. 
For only two months, viz., during September and October last, Govern- 
ment was prepared to advance about one lakh of rupees for the amelioration 
of the distress of the teachers. That was not because of the difficulties 
faced by the institutions on account of war conditions, but due to the 
situation created through the disturbances following the large scale 
arrests of Congress leaders in August, 1942. It was only more or less to 
ease the political situation that the Government thought fit to advance 
one lakh of rupees, but what about the economic difficulties through which 
the teachers have been passing all these months, not merely during 
September and October, 1942, but right from December, 1941, down to 
today ? Hardly any attempt has been made to see that these unfortunate 
persons get even two square meals a day for themselves and their 
dependents. AVe were told at one stage that Government had certain 
schemes ready to re-employ these unemployed or under-employed teachers 
in various kinds of A.R.P. and other Civil Defence work. Many applica- 
tions were received by the University from teachers for suitable A.R.P. 
jobs, but unfortunately in spite of repeated enquiries we could not discover 
a suitable number of available jobs where these teachers could be fitted in. 
I understand that at the present moment Government again has got a 
scheme for rationing under which a very large number of persons may be 
required in Calcutta as well as in dangerous areas like Chittagong and 
other places. What stands in the way of employing these unemployed 
teachers for such rationing scheme work I cannot perceive. I therefore 
submit that let Government have some comprehensive planning in this 
direction. «Here there is no question of party politics. It is a question 
of appreciating the work done by a set of persons who have without any 
grudge or murmur served the society with the best that they could produce 
and have tried to help in the building up of a new nation by educating 
28 
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your children and my children. It is only meet and proper that their 
interests should be looked into and safeguarded by the Government of the 
day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Abdula-al Mahmood. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Shall I move my motion, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not move. A similar motion has already 
been moved, and it will be better if you only speak on that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that it will be 
convenient if all the speeches on tlie Secondary Education Bill be made 
after the other motions are moved? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. Let the other motions be moved formally. 
Dr. Sanyal, you move your next motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1 ,(>7,50,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by a sum of Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion on the requisitioning of buildings of educational institutions for 
military or civil purposes without making proper arrangements for the 
continuance of the work of such institutions. 

It is well known, Sir, that whenever there was a question of requisition- 
ing, the first victims were the educational institutions. Not only this 
affected the city of Calcutta and its suburbs, but a policy of this character 
was noticed throughout Bengal and, Sir, vandalism went so far that girls’ 
education was practically brought to a standstill by a deliberate policy of 
taking over girls’ school buildings and girls’ college buildings first. I do 
not know if our British masters have developed the sense that there is no 
use educating the girls in this province of Bengal any more. But, Sir, we 
submit that on the education of our motherhood •depends so largely the 
building up of a nation that we cannot afford to neglect that side completely 
or even to the extent that the Government policy would lead to. Sir, there 
is also some amount of strong feeling entertained by some of us in this 
connection, viz., that wherever girls’ institutions have been taken over a 
certain class of military people have been put in who defiled that sacred 
temple of learning by introducing debauchery in those buildings. Sir, in 
Mymensingh when the Vidyamoyee Girls’ School, the best girls’ institution 
on that side named after a revered lady of a family w T ell-known in East 
Bengal, the very first evening when that building was taken possession of, 
prostitutes were brought into the building and the building was desecrated. 
This is the kind of thing to which we, at least those of us who hold girls’ 
institutions with some amount of feeling, take very strong exception. Sir, 
in Calcutta the Bethune College and the Bethune Collegiate building was 
taken away, and I understand that after a great deal of agitation and 
representation from various quarters recently Government have been 
pleased to permit the reopening of that institution in another building. In 
other parts of Bengal similar things have been happening and, Sir, what is 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


433 


more surprising is — I do not want to bring in communal considerations — 
that wherever we find Hindu students predominating, the officials have uo 
hesitation in breaking up that institution as soon as they find it possible. 
Here were two institutions in Calcutta, Hare School and Hindu School, 
side by side. The building of the Hindu School which was established 
under a big charitable endowment was taken away, and the boys of the 
Hindu School were required to come over to the Hare School for their 
morning classes. The boys of the Hindu School fight with the boys of the 
Hare School and the teachers of the Hindu School fight with the teachers 
of the Hare School ; and when the Hindu School iboys come they find next 
morning that the Hare School teachers had removed everything from the 
board, and this is hapenning every day. 1 submit, Sir, that ibis is surely 
not the method by which we can advance the cause of education. 

I have also another bitter experience. In my own college whore I had 
my humble training, the Berhampore College, the college hostel building 
was taken over peremptorily, but no arrangement was made by Government 
even up to this day for giving suitable contribution to the college to enable 
it to have a suitable building of its own for the accommodation of the 
students or to enable it to continue to have similar accommodation for the 

students that were sent out from the hostel. The hostel building was 

taken over not for military purposes, not for civil defence work, but to 
accommodate certain rifled policemen. This could have been done elsewhere 
and even temporary huts could have been constructed to accommodate them. 
This is a state of affairs to which 1 would like the attention of the House 
to be seriously drawn to. Education requires a belter approach and a better 
handling. On the other hand, what do we find when we come across 
European and Anglo-Indian schools or colleges that are requisitioned? The 

building of a particular institution in Free School Street was found to be 

necessary for military or other purposes. Immediately the entire European 
machinery of the Educational Directorate set in motion and ran from ono 
part of Calcutta to another and found one of the finest buildings in Calcutta 
and not only got immediate possession of the building but also provided 
ample facilities, financial or otherwise, to get that building suitably 
protected for A.R.P. at Government cost to enable the students to go over 
there. That is the position to which we take strong exception. Where we 
find Indian schools and colleges not being properly looked after, we find, 
at the same time, lavish expenses are incurred for providing not only 
citable accommodation but also better accommodation for schools and 
colleges where European and Anglo-Indian boys and girls are taught. We 
submit, Sir, that Government should revise the entire policy in this regard. 

(Mr. Speaker then called on Mr. Wordsworth to move the motion 
standing in his name.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, with your permis- 
sion I wish to hand over an adjournment motion which I would like to 
move. 
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Mr. 8PE AKERs We are in the midst of the Budget Discussion. This 
is not the time for that. You can hand it over if you like; it does not 
require my permission. 

Mr. Wordsworth. 

Mr. W. C. W0RD8W0RTH : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 1, (i7, 50, ()()() for expenditure under the head ‘‘37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Es. 100. 

Sir, this motion of mine is supposed to initiate a discussion on the 
recommendations of the Sargent Committee, but that is optimistic. We 
shall have no time for discussion, and I understand that the report is not 
yet generally in the hands of the public. It is as yet confidential, but only 
in the sense that it has not yet been presented to the Government of India 
and therefore not to the Provincial Governments. And if I have a copy 
©f the report, those who are keen on the matter can know what is going on, 
and it is not to be inferred that I have used stealthy means to outflank the 
defence of any confidential clerk. Mr. John Sargent is the Educational 
Commissioner to the Government of India. He has presided over, is 
presiding over, and will be called to preside over a large number of 
committees. The committee with which we are now concerned deals with 
the training and qualifications of teachers. I have no time for details. I 
may mention that out of its ten members two came from Bengal, namely, 
the Director of Public Instruction and one European businessman and 
industrialist who used to be a member of our group but nowadays is doing 
important work in the Supply Department of the Government of India. 

This important report deals with a question tar ahead of us — a very 
important question. It asks, What sort of education does India need to be 
in the very forefront of the advanced nations, how can this be secured and 
who will pay ? The question is large, and the answer is very large, 
staggeringly large, except that in these days of large war figures we never 
find our emotions staggered by any figures. India, it says, can provide a 
system of education worthy of herself if only she makes the effort. Some 
details I must give. All teachers, the report says, in a country’s educational 
system should be qualified both by knowledge and by competence to impart 
that knowledge. In India no one should be allowed to teach unless he is 
at least a Matriculate. Everyone must be trained, and all teachers should 
be treated iby the country as professional men doing work of the highest 
importance to the State. Only graduates should be employed in high 
schools. The grades of pay of teachers in primary school should range from 
Es. 30 to Es. 45 and in high schools from Es. 75 to Es. 150; the heads 
should be paid in primary schools between Es. 50 and Es. 100; in middle 
schools between Es. 80 and Es. 130; and in high schools between Ee. 175 
and Es. 500. The teachers, it insists again and again, should be regarded 
as doing work no less important than any other kind of professional or 
administrative work. A teacher’s reward should be not only in his pay, 
though that should be in accordance with the work he does, but it should 
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also be in social status and social regard. The cost is not worked out in 
the report, but I think it would work out for Bengal at about Rs. 10 to 20 
crores. 

On this I may make three observations: (1) India’s resources are as yet 
little developed and the country can well afford a very much higher standard 
of living for everyone than it now provides; (2) the division of revenues 
between the Centre and the provinces is not fixed for all time; and (3) the 
Government of India should reasonably be expected to pay a large part ol 
the cost of any national improvement. 

In Britain, for elementary education, the cost is fairly evenly divided 
between central revenues paid from the taxes and local revenues provided 
by rates. 

You may say there is no immediate urgency in this report. Teachers 
will disagree. But we are called to reflect earnestly on a great matter* 
Does India wish to be in the forefront of educated countries ? And will it 
make the necessary sacrifice to this end or, we must ask, will it go on 
believing that the devotion of a few teachers and the poverty of all teachers 
is a satisfactory basis on which to build up a system of education in this 
great country? We should remember that education is more than schools, 
teachers and pupils. It is an aspect of the national life and what the 
nation spends on it, it is spending tor its own betterment, assuring its own 
future generation after generation. It is not paying out, but paying into 
itself. The report says — I quote its words: “Teachers in primary and 
middle stages on whom the efficiency of the whole system depends are paid 
at rates inferior to those paid to most rlasses of menials’’; and it castigates 
this attitude. 

The report is short, modest and clear. It is a trumpet-call calling upon 
us to do some hard thinking now and holding out some hints that in time 
to come we must make some hard decisions. When the report is made 
public, if the educated classes of India and all legislators in this country 
give it the same earnest attention that teachers are likely to give it, it will 
be a good thing for our education. 

Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,07,50,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education- 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the inadequacy of 
provision for the advancement of the education of the Scheduled Castes in 
the budget of 1943-44, making the office of the Special Officer, Scheduled 
Caste Education, permanent, and providing an annual recurring grant of 
Rs. 5 lakhs for their education. 

Sir, it is a well-known fact that under the provisions of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, the Hindu community has been politically divided into 
two classes — the Caste Hindus and the Scheduled Castes. Those Hindus 
who are educationally and politically backward are classed as Scheduled 
Castes in order to give them adequate representations to the self-governing 
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institutions and to the public services on the basis of their numerical 
strength and also to give them special educational' facilities and political 
privileges. Rut the present Cabinet without paying any heed to the 
provisions of the Government of India Act of 1935 is going to give a death- 
blow to the healthy rise of the Scheduled Castes, educationally and 
politically. The Scheduled Castes form nearly one-fifth of the" total 
population of the province, and, as agriculturists they pay a very large part 
of the total revenue, and the percentage of their literacy is also very 
meagre. 

Sir, although the Cabinet budgeted Rs. 1,07,50,000 for education, only 
they repeated the previous year’s amount of Rs. 1,50,000 for the education 
of tlie Scheduled Castes but curtailed a Scheduled Caste member of the 
Cabinet and thereby reduced Rs. 40,000 as salary of a Scheduled Caste 
member of the Cabinet for the last 10 months. So practically the Cabinet 
has given Rs. 1,10,000 only, decreasing the amount set apart for the 
previous year, and thus showing plantains to their supporters, and I doubt 
whether my friends have noted this trick. 

On population basis we are entitled to one-fifth of the total amount set 
apart for education, but at present our demand is onl\ for a recurring 
grant of Rs. o lakhs plus Rs. 40,000 as the salary of a Scheduled Caste 
Minister of the Cabinet for the last 10 months and also the confirmation of 
the office of Special Officer for Scheduled Caste Education with its proper 
staff and equipment. It is extremeh to he regretted that though the 
number of Scheduled Caste students is increasing \ear alter \ear, the 
provision for their education is remaining stationary or is rather decreasing. 
This shows the sympathy and justice of the so-called National Ministry 
towards the advancement of education of the Scheduled Castes of the 
province. 

Sir, during the previous Ministry a Scheduled Caste hostel was established 
in Comilla town. That Communal Ministry looked after the interests of 
all the different communities, but this National Ministry has practically 
abolished that hostel for Scheduled Caste boys at Comilla and the monthly 
grant has been reduced by this Ministry from Rs. 50 to Rs. 10 only per 
month. This has served a death-blow to the healthy growth and rise of the 
Scheduled Castes in this province and to the fulfilment of their hopes and 
aspirations. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, it is not necessary- for you to move your 
cut motion No. 51. I think you can speak on the subject after the other 
cut motions have been moved. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: All right, Sir. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,67,56,000 for expenditure under the bead “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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Sir, I want to raise a discussion on the discontinuance by the authorities 
of the Pabna College of the facilities that were being enjoyed by the Muslim 
students of the college to say their prayers in a room that was set apart for 
the purpose. 

Sir, my motion is self-explanatory. As Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood who 
comes from the district where this college is situated is fully aware of the 
facts, I do not like to say anything. I hope you will kindly allow him to 
speak on this motion. 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,07,50,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, in moving this cut motion I intend to raise a discussion on the 
question of Madrasah Education in Bengal. 

^tRRfa Speaker RC51TO, Rfft TOT 4<TRr >,M,G6,000\ 

srt I RRfa 4? stfet? 
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M3 gtfroitRR f%f%wr rwri gfe&rtRR gfc RtRt? rrtor 

•ft? i <4? ^ir.^3 f^f»N ^rf%in gr ^tgt *n i 

C^T ^ Q’PtC.4 5GT5 GfRBn Mlt.4*f I tpTt 6 ! 4f%G5 ^Itft, <ij -TR'n 

Assembly^ ^ mt4 <iJ? Wlfft ? Tf7RT ^?Ct5 4^3 

9Wl I GT3TrftU C4R ^5RR? «jfgt3 TOR ^Tt? I <t¥tTOT 

WfltSIH M3 GR ?5^1 f^T GT <4? ^iTFRfsfa ^TtlfetS firPt^l WF I 

5fGf ^TR^! ^ old scheme ’TRRT fWR ^RT 

C3t^cmw Wr Rif 3^4t#fR PWarft, 4t*RR SftTCf Rt^R ^tR^ ^4 RtGF4 4t^RtR 
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old aoheme Jrtstrtt«fi33 rtfTtrt fort* *1*71 7(*7 f77 <4? *173*1* rtfoftrt 

43 7* for (rt **Qf% *131*1* *171*7 (73*1 rtSrtrt* 7* rtft I fo(*tS3: c*sfo(3 
*171*7 (73*1 ?^*tfol, 31713 tfC*R^)*3l* 7*rt33 7(7(7* (**ftrt* I 4* *l3t*t«f% 
C^t'-T&l foil *17|CTT, (7ldl>l *1 77 *f7f*T foil 73 C* *1*, 7tf*(3* f33* fo* 
Hipf* 7$(3(5, 3tVf* £*31 *ftl 4? wfoc* rt*7l*t '3 7t*i-**7l#f trf%to* 
fo77fort(7 dearness allowance, R’3*l 7$*ft^ f73 4? 733311 CTtflK** ®*7 
fo|>£ 7*1 7* *1? | General Education4 (7*1*1 5171(7* SRT A. D. P. I. stipend 
*mi Tfon rtKT* fos *131*1* c**f*t ^KTr* c**t* $ ft** rtri! *1 1 *f3t*i 

fortft srtarcT* 5*i> fort* srt *tirt* 47 ft 7t*f* ti*r S** (£$foai*frt®) *jl3ft3 

7fo(3 7tft *11*1 rto<(*‘ft(7 *1*1*1* 7-3*1* sft*ft*| Ttfoltfo 4*1 rt3< (*rt!'3 

4 fol* trfepfo fort%5H f77 4** 7t* f7][ft C*tt*l *ftC3(5 *1 I *t3t*l rtW 

7f**l C5(*(7* fofortl f**Tt* rtt*7fo31 *13 7f*(3 7^C* 3t7tfort(7 foil '3 rtCTfl 
f3%*l 7(rt(6f 73f* ft(3 7* 4*1 7**irt 5171(7* *137*1 * SR'S f*(5* 733* 4$ 
** *7rt(Sf *ft*l rtfol3 *K* *1 I 3t£ ^t3<(S c fo* r *llrt3*(*l C* (7t* *7C* 4*^ 
f%f^pn *Fcm rtfor.3 Ttft r -ff 7£re£ fort* 7*c*t* sn*ft*i 7tf*c3f5 i rtort'm? 
4 f**(* '*1*1 foil 47Hl f%fo*l foTI Tfoflf* ‘U*( *#*!%** *fo*l 7t*t£*tfort*T 
fo* SRt*7 71* srRl c** *1 I *131*1 Sffo C5(**l £\g*lft fofovil* *1*7*1"! 

7^C* C7(*t* ‘'1ft* C*K*F* foWll* fo7 foil f*C*t* SrtTt* 7^3 I 3t£ fofo*! *(** 

tffofcl* **T f*3“N <71*71* Sit*fcC3f! I *l3Pil f*1rt* &jf37(* “*131*1 * r f*fl” 
rtfo v£*tfor ; Ttfa f*(sr3 >5 7f*Ht* c*7* fort* i Tftft* 71? *f***tf%* 
■'pfi Tfsfr *41 7*1 7^*35 I »f*C3 rtft, *3*t* fort *at *(717* rtfo 4 ** 
*3sf fort* 7f*ft(3 4(7*3*£ *t*t®r I (Sill 7<fl 7tf**l3 fort* ^ff3*(7 7t*f* 
3t*t* '71*37* C*3t*l C*3^? 51* *1 I 

*l3t*i rtt*t c*l**l *37*fort(7 w*(sf?t 5t**l fort* c* fo** *fo*35 f***- 

*3 Jff3 *V1* 3b SR C*l*3t *37*(* 5l7f** tffepfo fori'S ‘f3‘3(* c il 3171 
*3* rtf* *3 *fo(3C5* *1 I 

*131*1 fort* 73*15*1 7f*(3 *t^*l 7tf* C*l*l‘t fort* Srt* fo(rt7 CS** fo(3f5 I 
(*(73 CTW* fort$ 7t*f* fori* ** fol 71*1* 3t**3 (71*1* fort* * 1*71 7* 
7*^ 73? I 71* *1 for 3t7t'3 733** 3t3*t* *rt 7^(3 *f**35 I (*1*1* 
fort* 738 *T*71 7rtf*7l*T 7^*1 rtfolKf I 31^ rt[fo7'9f*(* r CrtS *#*1 
****t*(7* C5(*(*(*fo37 1S7 *f**1 (*1*1* *3*1* *T*71 *7CSft **1 *1^(3 

rt3* 1 c*«ft(* ** 3 7t**i*rt(7i* **i *1 1 cf(*(*c**i *^jfo(7 *fo*i^ c*i*trt 

rtft *#(3 rt3* 1 *3* $*3** srt *ifo* 773 : Trt ilt*n *t73*r* *t*ti 7^(*$ 
7* I 7t*t* *5*1 7*3 71*37 fogtrtl 7f*(** C* 4^ Strt C7t«H 7^(3 Ttfoc* I 
373(* Ttf* *f*(3 5ft C* 4^ *3** 47 71*1 7lfsr C*t: C*t7C** 73 7^(3 (73*1 
7^7 I (*(73 ^5t* *"rtf%* 73** 47tl*l *1*1 *cfo* rt*T7 *tl*l* *(7 7lf**l *l8t*l 
*3* rtftfos 7(*» fi rtiErtrtt rtf*t>lf*3 t^*i 7tf**3f5* i rt*»(* *3* 3ei*3 *^** 
npf (7ft *T3t*l3f*(7 new soheme 4 rtf**f*3 7*1* 47fo(7 (*** **7* Ttfw 
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c* rt: c^tePiti* to rtatc? i tot tot* *ift^ TOftbsfa 

TOPfl TO* stfsfos S$TO$ f^5 4$“ TOTTO* *ff% TOtOT (TT^TO"* 
c^5 4^ | TO *1 to ^xs? i (Trf^r ^ff^ c=rt: cTOf * ih to?* *kto t-ro 
to*, ^*f* ^x*^t \TOi 4 cro to* *t$ i cTOroi ^TOs^fTO \$cs to fror 
f%fare ^totxe f|* 1 froro: ?tf% *tx?* a 4 ^r fro* fTOt*, cTOt*^ 

^3 (TTOtTO^tft CTOlTOt* %TO ^t?f* ?C3 CTOH-*<n TO^tTOt? $t* ^t^pTOK 
tprt 6 ! fe'^5 1 4^3t^m 4^ crot 6 ^ **TOfr** ^tro faro 

to *1 * r f*m — TOtfe^; f%TO to Tfro x* c ft to c* ^tn 

to to *1 1 ^ *f% $tf^ CTOX** *X3* <7TOt 6 t froi ^ old 

scheme f*TTO *TfTO I CTOH f*W* *t#t TO ^To^C* 6 !? *?* TO* I 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mf\ ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD" Sir, I do not like to take much time 
of the House hut I will only remind my friends, especially my friends 
opposite, with regard to the fate of the Secondary Education Hill. The 
original Bill was first brought in in 1940, but it is now for all practical 
purposes dead. Then, Sir, a subsequent Bill was brought in in 1942 which 
was referred to a Select Committee on 2nd April, 1942. The Select Com- 
mittee sat for a few days when a difficulty arose and the fate of the Bill 
was sealed. When a strong protest was lodged by the Opposition, 
Mr. Badrudduja of the Progressive Coalition Group vehemently opposed us 
saying that his party would see that the Secondary Education Bill was put 
on the statute book as earh as possible, and that if the Secondary Education 
Bill was not put on the statute book his section of the party would with- 
draw their support to the Ministry. 1 would ask Mr. Badrudduja to 
enlighten us as to what action has been taken on this Bill since 2nd April, 
1942. As you are aware, Sir, after the Bill was discussed in the Select 
( ommittee for some days the question was raised with regard to the legality 
or otherwise of the Hon'ble Minister in charge presiding over the delibera- 
tions of that Committee. The matter was raised in this House by means of 
a question in the September session and the reph was that the matter had 
been referred to the Advocate-General for his opinion. Since then we have 
been in the dark and do not know what step Government have taken in 
this matter. We do not know whether the Hon’ble the Education Minister 
whose days are numbered is still thinking of this Bill or whether the Bill 
is now dead and gone. To this question we want a definite and a specific 
reply from the Hon’ble the Education Minister. The Hon’ble Minister was 
heard to say on the floor of this House that the Secondary Education Bill 
was not dead but was still alive just like the Noah’s Ark which he is prepar- 
ing in the shape of the Secondary Education Bill in which will be accom- 
modated both the Hindus and the Muslims alike when tempestuous torrents 
will be falling outside. Leaving that aside, Sir, I would now ask the Hon’ble 
the Chief # Minister in all humility what he has done up till now with regard 
to the Secondary Education Bill 
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Mf, 8PEAKER: I do not want to interrupt you, Mr. Mahmood, but are 
you speaking on Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s motion or not? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD! Sir, I have already submitted to you 
that there is a motion standing in my name on the Secondary Education 
Bill on which I wish to speak a few words before I deal with the motion 
moved by my friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the time at your disposal is very short. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I think, Sir, I am entitled to get 
double the time, five minutes for my motion and another five minutes for 
the motion of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you calculate on that basis, you will perhaps have 
to wait for days to have a chance to speak. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: However, Sir, 1 shall try to be very 
brief. Sir, it is useless to dilate much upon this matter because we know 
from this Ministry nothing can be expected. They have not done anything 
and they will not be able to do anything. We say, Sir, that Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjoe was the author of the Bill of 1942 and the Bill of 1941 
that is now dead was so due to him. Though Dr. S^amaprasad Mookerjee 
is now out of office, we know that it is at his bidding that the Ministry is 
working. We want a definite and categorical reply from the Hon’ble 
Education Minister with regard to the Secondary Education Bill, 1942. 
The other da\ we received a notice saying that the next meeting of the 
Secondary Education Bill will be held on the 24th March at 10-30 a.m. We 
are at a loss to understand what purpose will be served by holding a meeting 
of the Select Committee. Jn the agenda paper of this session, which was 
circulated to us, we find that another Bill — Secondary Education Bill — is 
going to be introduced in this House. How fumn these things are. I 
shall be very glad if the HonTde Minister once more rises in his seat and 
announces before the Assembly what he lias in his mind and what lie wants 
to do with regard to the passing of the Secondary Education Bill. 

Now, Sir, I come to the Palma College. As my time is very short I 
shall be very brief. Now, Sir, since the issue of a circular from the Educa- 
tion Department the Muslim students of the Pabna College were given 
facilities to offer their prayers. After having approached the Principal 
repeatedly the Principal agreed that a room of the College which was lying 
vacant would be given to them for saying their midday prayer which is a 
eilent prayer. As for other prayers the students would go to the hostel 
or those who lived outside would go to their respective homes and say 
their prayers there. Now, what happened was this. The Muslim 
students bought the necessary things for performing the prayer and stored 
them in the room allotted by the Principal. After a day or two when the 
Muslim students were saying their prayer the Hindu students assembled 
in front of that room and began to play music with dhol, kartal and other 
similar instruments. On the second day the Muslim students immediately 
approached the Principal and reported the matter to him. The Principal 
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without taking any action against the Hindu students and without calling 
the students with a view to making an amicable settlement, all on a sudden 
issued a notice debarring the Muslim students from saying their prayers and 
put the room under lock and key. Then on the next day, as there was no 
space in the Muslim hostel of the Pabna Edward College, the Muslim 
students decided to say their prayer in the open maidan. When they were 
saying their prayer in the lawn in front of their hostel, a similar occurrence 
took place. All the Hindu boys came out and held a similar demonstration. 
This matter was brought to the notice of the Managing Committee and it is 
well known how the matter was decided by the Managing Committee. Some 
representatives of the students came here and approached the Chief Minister 
and the Education Minister and they also approached us. We did not like 
that they should make any procession to ventilate their grievances because 
our friends will then say that the Muslim Leaguers are making a capital out 
of this. Sir, I asked my friend Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan to put a question 
through Mr. Syed Badrudduja because he is a party member and Government 
may take some action, but the answer has not seen the light of the day. 

Now, Sir, the funny thing is that the Education Minister, who shows 
that lie is such a religious man and even on the Secondary Education Bill 
he tried to prove that he is a religious man by saying that he would wipe 
away the sin of the past, said that these were petty matters and that the 
students should not bother about these. We do not find any reason why 
the students should come and report falsely against the Education Minister 
and T shall be glad if the Education Minister will say if he has taken any 
action in this matter. Thc\ sent in representations to the Ilon’ble Chief 
Minister and through Maulana Abdur Rezzak and Maulvi Azhar Ali and 
Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan. We requested that these things must be brought 
to an end and a satisfactory solution must be found because both the 
students and the mass had been agitated. We do not know if the Chief 
Minister has taken any action. I rang up the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion with regard to this matter. I am informed that action has already been 
taken, but what action has been taken we do not know. I would like to 
know specially from the Muslim Ministers as to what they are going to 
do — whether they will allow the Muslim students to sa\ their prayers which 
is their right. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 1-3 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the case for the people 
against the State is 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, do you think that the 
ministerial benches should be empty? 

(At this stage some Hon’ble Ministers entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As I was saying, Sir, the case for the 
people against the State is that the Ministry has betrayed the people in not 
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taking adequate stepg to place the Secondary Education Bill on the statute 
book. There can now be little doubt in the minds of members of this 
House and of the larger public beyond that this new Ministry came into 
power with the express object of sabotaging the Bengal Secondary Educa- 
tion Bill. We, who fought for the Bill step by step in the old Ministry, 
know it was so, but it has remained for the passage of time to make this 
clear, without the possibility of contradiction, to the people at large. 

Sir, I will not go into the merits of the Bill as drafted by the previous 
Ministry or as amended by the previous Select Committee or as drafted by 
the present Ministry. There may be and must be divergence of views, but 
these are not of such a nature which cannot be adjusted with a certain 
amount of reasonableness and a genuine desire to see the other man’s 
point, of view. What stands out prominently is that not merely the Muslim 
community but the people of Bengal, the Hindus and Muslims and 
Europeans and other communities, all desire a Secondary Board of Education 
independent of the University, and this principle has been accepted by the 
House. During my tours I came across authorities of several Hindu schools 
and they were all looking forward to the Secondary Education Bill which 
would have placed their education, t heir schools and their grants on a 
proper footing. After long, almost at the end of the budget session 
last year, Government produced a fresh Bill -and referred it to a Select 
Committee. The Select Committee meetings were convened for three days 
only in the middle of last year. On the third day the members were given 
definitely to understand that the Select Committee would be convened very 
shortly, say, within a month. After that we heard nothing about it. The 
question was raised in the September session and then the Ministry slated 
that there had been some difficulties regarding the eligibility of the Hon’ hie 
Minister for Education who is a member of the Upper House to be a member 
of a Select Committee of the Assembly or to preside over it. Opinion had 
already been obtained from the Advocate-General and Government should 
by that time have made up its mind whether it should continue with the 
Select Committee or not or have a fresh Select Committee without the 
Hon’ble Minister. Time passed, but no steps were taken by Government 
in spite of its most solemn assurances even on that late day that Government 
would come to a decision very shortly. 

1 would recall to the minds of honourable members the speech delivered 
by Mr. Badrudduja when he definitely and categorically as Secretary of the 
Progressive Muslim Party stated that if Government did not pursue the 
legislation they would vote down the Government. The words which he 
used in a passionate manner were as follows: “I can assure my friends 

opposite (/.<*., ourselves) that we will not rest on our oars ” 

What oars he is plying today it is very difficult to appreciate. “We are 
going to see that the Secondary Education Bill is passed into law. There 
was a voice from the Opposition benches: When?” and Mr. Badrudduja 
like Mr. Asquith said, “Wait and you will see.” “I am telling you in all 
sincerity,” says Mr. Badrudduja, “but in all humility I am appealing to 
you to patiently lisffen to me. I am saying this in all sincerity but in all 
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humility that we feel that we cannot justify our existence”. Will the 
honourable members opposite who belong to the Progressive Muslim Group 
kindly lit sen ? “We feel that we cannot justify our existence; we cannot 
justify the existence of the Government, we cannot justify our 
support to the Government till the Secondary Education Bill is 
placed on the statute book”. I do not expect Mr. Badrudduja to do anything 
now but to swallow what he stated. Mr. Badrudduja has created a new 
technique in debate by attacking Ministers of Government on important 
matters. Indeed Mr. Badrudduja has no other choice, because he with his 
clearness of intellect can have no doubt in his mind that this Ministry has 
failed to tackle any important problem with which the Ministry has been 
confronted and therefore it is deserving of condemnation. He therefore 
attacks the Ministry vehemently and then prays for its long life and supports 
it with his vote. With the promise of a Ministry dangling before his 
eyes, I do not think Mr. Badrudduja will change his technique. But may 
I request the other members of his party on whose behalf Mr. Badrudduja 
spoke and all of whom have not been promised appointments as Ministers 
to carry out the promises made in this House and to the Opposition? For 
what has the Ministry done to further the prospects of this Bill? Nothing. 
In the agenda of the first day this session there was an item that the 
Secondary Education Bill would be referred to a fresh Select Committee. 
That item was dropped and we heard nothing more about the Secondary 
Education Bill. We have just received a notice that there will be a meeting 
of the original Select Committee on Wednesday. What has happened 
suddenly wdiich has led to the removal of all difficulties? If the original 
Committee can function, why w*as not the Select Committee convened 
earlier? If there is no legal difficulty in continuing the Select Committee, 
why w r ere w^e not called, say, six months back so that the Bill by now’ 
would have assumed final shape and would have been ready for the Legisla- 
ture? But if there is any difficulty still, why has the original Select 
Committee been called? The reason is obvious. This belated action is 
again on a par w’ith the general method of the Ministry to hoodwink the 
House whenever there is a crisis. To every cut motion the reply has been 
“we the Ministry have failed to do anything, w r e the Ministry shall behave 
like good boys in future and w’e the Chief Minister and others accept 
everything which the Congress, the European Group, the Muslim League 
Group and the Scheduled Castes demand” — however conflicting may be 
the various demands. Every single assurance of this type, every attempt 
to evade punishment by large promises is tantamount to the clearest accept- 
ance of censure and it should not at all be necessary for any voting to take 
place. How long, I ask the honourable members of this House, are w r e 
going to be hoodwinked in this manner by last-minute promises, assurances 
and by last-minute steps? How long is this House going to be treated with 
assurance after assurance which are never carried out and which are never 
meant to be carried out? How long are we going to be deluded into 
acquiescence by promises of better behaviour in future activated by cut 
motions? I would ask the House to stop this sorry farce once for all. The 
* Ministry has definitely failed in its duty. 
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As regards the Secondary Education Bill, there can be no doubt in 
anybody’s mind in this House and there can be no doubt in the mind of the 
members of the Progressive Coalition Party who must have tried to get an 
explanation from the Chief Minister, as to the reason for his failure to fulfil 
his promise. No discussion on the Bill can even be considered a discussion 
without reference to Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. We know that the new 
Bill is Dr. Mookerjee’s child but not his pet child and he would rather 
wish that it was dead. Hence this child is being starved and has been 
stowed away in a dark comer. Let not the honourable members hang crt i 
in this case at any rate to Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee’s apron-strings 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y our time is up. Do you want more time Y 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, one minute will do. 

His University is dearer to him than anything else and he cannot 
willingly be a party to a measure for an autonomous Secondary Education 
Board. Barring him, I think we can claim the support of all the members 
of this House — Hindus and Muslims — if only they would vote genuinely and 
throw aside personal, political and party considerations. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after this 
repeated performance of manuscript eloquence b\ my friend Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy, indulging in deliberately ehoseji invectives, I desire to say a 
few words 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of personal explanation. Sir. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 1 am not going to give way, 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : Sir, may I say as to why I wanted 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 am not going to give way. 
We are tired of this manuscript eloquence, repeating the same utterances. 
We want to hear something original. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That is why I wanted to give an explana- 
tion. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I desire to say in the fiist 
place, while we are discussing the Education budget, that there are a few r 
matters which require our immediate attention, if wre are going to save 
education from ruin and disaster. 

I am thinkful to my friend Mr. Wordsworth for having brought before 
the House a summary of the Sargent Committee Eeport. The points which 
he has placed before the House are of paramount importance for the 
re-building of our national life. I do not think, Sir, that there is any one 
in this House or outside who would not feel impressed by the argument 
that if education is to be saved, it is necessary that the teachers in whose 
hands the task of imparting education has been entrusted have to be saved 
from the clutches of ruin and disaster. What Mr. Sargent has said is nothing 
new. He has pointed out with remarkable lucidity and with that volume 
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of experience behind him which he possesses that one of the great draw- 
backs of the present educational system is that our teachers are extremely 
poorly paid and very often ill-equipped. 

Now, Sir, if that has been the state of affairs under normal circumstances, 
today in view of the war condition and in view of other pressures on the 
funds which are normally available from private sources for expansion of 
education, the teachers are not even getting the small pittance which they 
used to receive in former days. Government came with a generous offer 
during the last Puja vacation to help the school teachers and also the 
teachers in the colleges in Calcutta. It was a small temporary relief but 
the teachers were thankful for even this generosity. I would like to ask 
the Minister for Education to announce his policy before the House for the 
information of the members as also for the information of the public outside. 
A few months back the Minister for Education in Great Britain, while 
giving a broadcast talk on the educational arrangements made in that 
country during the period of the war, took a natural pride in stating that 
next to the departments which required support in view of the war condi- 
tions, Education was the one department among the civil departments which 
had received the largest support from the State, far in excess of what 
Education used to receive in normal times. He pointed out, Sir, that it 
was essential for post-war reconstruction as also for carrying the war to 
a successful end that the educational institutions must not be allowed to 
starve. In fact, he stated with great significance that he did not allow one 
single educational institution to suffer during the period of the war. But 
what a sorry spectacle we find in this country! Of course, I know, Sir, 
that until and unless real power is transferred to the hands of the Indian 
people, subjects like Education will not receive that consideration which 
we the children of the soil want that Education should receive. We are 
spending lakhs and crores : the deficit of this province lias run into more 
than two crores of rupees, and it does not matter in the least if the present 
Government with the sanction of all sections of the legislature decide to 
spend more for the purpose of saving the future of Education. Sir, I hope 
the Chief Minister and the Education Minister will both be able to make 
an announcement on this question to be followed in due course. 

As regards the institutions which have been closed, there is one 
institution, namely, the Bethune Collegiate School which is about 100 
years old, which has been shut down. Now, that has caused a good deal 
of resentment in public mind. This drastic action is entirely unjustifiable. 
We have appealed to the Chief Minister and to the Education Minister that 
the order for reopening of the Bethune Collegiate School should be issued. 
I have received an assurance and I believe they will also announce it- 
publicly today that orders have already been passed that the Bethune 
Collegiate School should be reopened as soon as possible, not later than a 
fortnight from' today’s date. 

With regard to the question which has been raised by several of my 
friends about the Secondary Education Bill, I shall just say a few words. 
M*. Suhrawardy— I have never taken him very seriously and there are, I 
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think, very few people who take him seriously — suddenly discovered that 
barring myself everyone else wants the Secondary Education Bill to be 
passed into law. This is a notorious distortion of truth. The gentleman 
making the statement who happened, to be a member of the Senate of the 
Calcutta University for a number of years, did not find time to attend more 
than half a dozen meetings. This is the sort of interest he showed in 
educational matters, but for political purposes he gets up and says with 
regard to the future of the secondary education in this province that my 
humble self has no interest in it at all and that I shall oppose the passage 
of the Secondary Education Bill. * 

Now, Sir, as I have explained my position, when Mr. Suhrawardy was 
in power, how T on the plea of passing the Secondary Education Bill he and 
his friends really wanted to stifle the educational progress in this province, 
and as L have already made it clear in the Legislature, 1 say here publicly 
that we do want an autonomous Secondary Board of Education ; we want 
it for the progress of Education ; we want it for the expansion of Education ; 
and we want that it would be really representative. We want it to be 
constituted in such manner that the academic interests will be paramount; 
we want the Bill to be so framed that it will have ample funds so that 
education of all sections of the community may progress 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Then why have you not taken any steps 
so long? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The reasons why no steps were 
taken are well known to Mr. Suhrawardy and his friends. Certain legal 
difficulties were raised but it is not for me to state the reasons why the 
Select Comimttoe did not meet so long. The Education Minister and the 
Chief Minister will lay before the House the opinion of the Advocate- 
General of Bengal on the question of legal difficulty that was raised 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I know that. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The opinion given by the 
Advocate-General of Bengal was that the manner in which the Select 
Committee had elected its President was unconstitutional. That was the 
opinion given. The Chief Minister, I dare say, will be prepared to give an 
assurance with the full support of the Progressive Coalition Party that we 
are extremely anxious to see that the Secondary Education Bill is placed 
on the statute book as early as possible. Much as he may try, we shall not 
permit Mr. Suhrawardy and his friends to make political capital out of the 
Secondary Education Bill. 

So far as the Pabna College affair is concerned, that is a matter which 
requires fuller consideration. Certain reports have reached us as to how 
there arose differences of opinion between the Hindu and Muslim students 
regarding the observance of certain religious festivities. A decision was 
reached by the Principal of the College, which is not a Government College, 
to allow the Muhammadan students to say their prayers in a college 
room— 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Do you deny the facts? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I am not denying the facts : I am 
stating the fact that there have been some differences of opinion which are 
fairly strong between the Hindu and the Muslim students and it is up to us, 
the guardians of Hindu and Muslim students alike, to see that these 
differences are wiped out in a manner which is satisfactory to both the com- 
munities. So far as that matter is concerned. Government, I hope, will 
institute an enquiry as to what is exactly the point and will ask for the 
co-operation of leaders of both communities, irrespective of the parties to 
which they may belong, so that such differences may not assume serious 
proportions. It should be borne in mind that this is an educational institu- 
tion which is not a Government institution; it has also to be borne in mind 
that in institutions which receive Government aid perhaps strict observance 
of religious neutrality is the best for both the communities concerned. But 
if certain facilities are to be given for observance of religious rites outside 
the college premises, we may sit together and come to some formula whereby 
such differences might be amicably settled. With regard to the Pabna 
College affair, however, the Minister in charge will be able to declare that 
he is willing to have an enquiry made, if he has not already ordered it, for 
an amicable settlement of the differences between the two communities. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, the policy of the Government 
to impart education to the masses is far below what is required in 
this country. Many things have been said during these five years 
but hardly any of them materialised. The education imparted is 
inadequate, both in quantity and quality because only about 8 out 
of every hundred of the total population can read and write, in quality 
because the education imparted is not sufficiently practical to prepare persons 
for the business of life. The greatest need of the day is mass elementary 
education which should be made both free and compulsory. 1 1 is under- 
stood that in Soviet Kussia even secondary education is imparted free. In 
the United States of America the number attending was as high as 24 per 
cent, of the total population. One of the special ways of extending mass 
education is by giving instruction to adults in their spare times. The 
greatest drawback in our educational policy is the omission to give practical 
training to young and old in the use of modern tools and machinery, which 
is a part of the equipment needed for industrialisation. Mechanics and 
mechanical engineering should be taught at least to one quarter of the total 
number of students in the various grades of educational institutions, as they 
are essential equipment for practical work in agriculture, industry, transport, 
house-building and other occupations. It is a great and continued loss to 
the country that provision for such classes of education should be kept down 
so low as at present. In view of the inadequacy of technically trained men 
and skilled labourers to man large number of factories, farms and shops 
which are coming into being every year the instructions imparted in this 
country should be given a distinctly technical and professional bias. 
Polytechnization of schools must be the watchword for some years to oome. 
The records of engineering and industrial education in Japan show that a 
29 
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large number of engineering graduates are turned out every year from the 
Universities. There are higher industrial schools in that country with over 
20,000 pupils, middle grade industrial schools with over 1,500,000 pupils 
and private industrial schools, higher and middle, with over 80,000 pupils. 
In addition to all these every year 300 of the most brilliant graduates are 
selected and sent abroad at the expense of the State for foreign study. 
A knowledge of mechanics, that is of tools and machinery, is one of the 
indispensable preparations for industrial life. By the use of machinery and 
motive power human drudgery has been greatly lightened, hours of labour 
required to produce a given volume of goods or services have been shortened 
and the workers have been enabled to enjoy a higher standard of living. 
It is known that the real wages of workers in Great Britain are about four 
times as greater now as they were a century ago. Provision should be made 
to give instructions in mechanical pursuits along with primary education. 
The defects which existed also in Russia in the Czarist regime is being 
removed by the establishment of factory schools and mechanical classes in 
large numbers. In that country the primary schools are equipped with 
hand and machine tools and basic materials for wood, cloth and paper pro- 
ducts on account of the constant contact with industry throughout their 
school career, students become familiar with technical process of the 
industry in which they may be specialised. The rural population will never 
improve unless an appreciable proportion of it are trained for mechanical 
pursuits and taught to manufacture for themselves agricultural implements, 
house-building materials and furniture and other needs of efficient rural 
type. 

Regarding finance I may mention here that the budget grant for educa- 
tion is very inadequate; it should be increased. President Roosevelt said, 
“In the State of New York, nearly one-third of all the expenditure of the 
State are going as aids to education”. 

Before I take my seat I would ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Education to approach the problem of adult education on the line which 
would render greater facilities to the masses to gain practical knowledge in 
tools and machineries. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA kHJKHERJI : dtdfTd Speaker dD!tdd, Secondary 
Eduoation Billed fdtsC^d dSTd primary education slfiiw ffadU^ I 

'd^fd (TNfCd fd'SfR? 1 ^ I N5 d^(. < ? (yrC*!^ d(.$id 

Wild Cd *[td TO TOT 4frt'3 dd Will dd I ^ 

Government dtl>tl^ C^kdcVt Cdld ; *{td ^ I Cd ddi 1 

4d dtddtd dCoTdl 'Ud' 'SftCS* Cd dC$id ddCdCtS 

fldOfC*! adult education^ scheme^ Cd*fftd dpdfd dCdT^ #1 fadd 

fddTdCS ^ 1 ^ 8cheme ^d* 4$ ^ CI6 dVICd ^Cdid fi^5Cd§ 

fffodd education dTO ^ ^ 'dtPI I 4^5 d© fddtfc dTdfd 

f%TOT3 Soviet Russia Rdd Cl?d Cd*ft d*Cd, ^ItC'dd'td (TOT3 Cd^ft ddt*r 

d*dC5 C*tCdt^ I f% r &m C5Td England ^ America 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


449 


(Tj^rnTTS 'ssprfre f*W4 44tv ^ srfri w 4OTc*t 

yptm Cff^TS 4tfe C4 ?|14 >0 STf fcfal C4TR^ District Boards grant (?P34l 
JfTOi I ^0 1444 0X3*5 District Board head4 4$ WFX5 fund 

epn 304 4747^ ^3344 4$ T?t4n <41441 4tFlU3 ‘ p ftf% I 4# 43 fund f^T District 
Boards, <7tftC4 Government Wf 474T1 ^4T3 *N4C34 C4 C44tC4 grant 

(Tf^^l cspF 44 : m ^TC®P 4^ C4434 school c4t41 Wl?, District Boards 
$*f 4 ^tUT4 'rift Wt4fc3 414734 01 #H 3.f school *£J4 I ^ CT^Ttr=T ^Zf 
fund %T I 3tl3 434 4§ ^0 4^ 144 s ! 4T4 44C4 44 C4t4 *4 #*i 44* 1^14 
^r *tt4i C43 44: c^rfw csfc* >rf%T 4% f*m4 Rts# Fi3 *1l4TCi i 

<4*1^ fwf^R C4 primary teachersC44 training school OX3\ 03?, 04T4 434 
c^ar FT4 4i 4C4 ct&ITO 44N 4$ 434 or$4i cvt^ i 4 ?[t4 44 s 

VWl frt4H I 434 scheme4 434 C^l C43-? 04T=T1 334 41 ; 4j‘v[ fc 

3 f<4R3 v 3 primary education^ ^TfT<1 444^ <11314(4 41 4$t441 fipf, C4'frk4 '3 

4^ OX 7 ? 4^#3 434 C4'341 <3X3 T1 I <4< tS 4fr §*141^ teachers 41 *11^41 4t4, 

?1 &5# 434* 44 ’R^TQ primary school '<3# 41&1041 <43^ FC4 ^34 I 

(71 fTO4'3 444 0434 s 3t4$ 431441 C3# VC4 4^4 I 44: adult education — 4331 
4^ VC3^ *1134 41 ; 344 41 4f4 primary education 4TO 4^ *pFt344 7 Ttfe 
Government 404i4 444 03 341 <®13r3 &*tyV 434 4344 3t*34 *(34 C4$ W?t4 
adult education W!1 4Rt'3 C433 *1134 41 I ^ 33314 s 45h4t4 Wtfe4 4^ 
C4t4 <4l0£ 34 4$ 43414 44^ 4"^ 4^ *|T4t®p?fa VOT 444? W4^rt4t4T t t4 

4f^t4fe^ ^t4 I 44° 4f^ ^44t4t4T 6 f4 4t 3 lt4T C4^^5l'3 ^Tf41 41 v ttT4^ 4t4t4 6 t 

^P¥4 ^f454'3 41 ‘^tC^ 4^1 C4T»H 441f ^tfe4 4t^t4f4'4 Fd4 ^ '341 ^104 

44°, C>if44 C^43 ^[C4tS?4, — >(4*4 44*4^ ^F3 C4*ft 444^14. Rr? ^fT4tW4 

' vg^-*,) 1 ^ C4”»ft WC44 4^ adult education 44: 4ta' 4^ Sl^l 44, ^5f4 CK4 C4“l t 
^t41 04341 I 4^ U*fC4 0^1% 4 4W3 ^ 4^ 1441 primary 

Education44 ^4T 44P4 $T4C£ I ^fl <^4 C4 44T4 5 i44t4 C44 41 budget4 

C4^ C4 4^ ^Ctl? ^ ^tn C4C5 GfC4C^ I gTOPF 4TC45 1 Government 

budget 4F44T4 444 Gj>1 44^11041^ 441 441 I?t4n 44f4F 

44C44, 444 ^"44 3 4tVt41 (7444, budget 4f4^ V4t4 444 41^41 C4744 C4 ^Ttfe- 

4^44^ 43 4^ 1^41 414 44# I 44: ^fC44 4S>f4 (?& 4tfR43 

4t541 C4C44 C4 ^1441 # budget, '9t4 4T4 balance 44’C3 “Ht?# I 

'zft*\] <ff^ (7f 41 ? ^|3>|4 "4t4 OKI #4 E> 14441 V44 41 ; ^3. 

4^ ^16 spf 6^1 (44 4T4 ^4 I 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK : 4f4#f4 43l4fe 41^144 : C^M^I 

C^4ft4 3444 s ’3 4FtvTt4 GiTI ZTf%§l4^# C^4t4 4 r f 9 fC,T4 4t41 44i 4^4 Of34t4 4T4T1 
44TI I C4 s it44 s t4 C444 M. E. school^# 3^44 recognition withdraw 

^t4 C4341 VC4C5 44: C4 44 high school 3 # ’4tT5' C4Q#4 4tT5 affiliation 44i 
VG1 affiliation withdraw 434 C4341 T4 3t4 ^41 University^ C4^1 
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I i£JRC<F?f high school^ head master fesR political 

groundil, — (7T schooliR Cft* T CTOT political movements (7TU1 fTOTC^ 

f%f% fW, <71$ dismiss VOTg> I 

(Tf^fR^FR schools *T1 grant < WM W! 7C55 1 <iR“ 

Colleger grant ^ TO (X’OT TOCS I TOsf$ A. V. school $f% C«fc* ^ftTO 
TO high school <W Colleger *TtC3 (TORI f*T^l *1 *TR \aR *TRY1 V<tt I 

4 :*$ *:<r <?rr*r, cn^tCT’ *rir school ftorcs, cscsrora ’fst^R 

’VTOI <R$, ^‘TO* *if$(R 0T3*R *FTT1 <R$, fcR fe*N | TOSf$ 

fag fttR SRI fa'*! *fl C« *TI 4$ *TR?I ^'1 TOCS I 

^ 4 W.9i fa<®R ?R5 4$ school^ disaffiliated R y<T, 

Government grant C^fCflTS 7 ! \StTl GR Government grant *fR, o<R* 
College 3 grant (TFT ffaTS *ltC^ I *l*\4 '<R *T*R Government relief 

Si*R (7T4TR fa^TOR ^1 C^v5 C*tC<7 TOt* 1fc«R Sfa* SR 

R| I TOT$ *TtC\5 school ij grant gfa ffa W *fR T5R ^FTTl 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I always listen 
with attention to the speeches of the honourable member for the University 
of Calcutta, but today 1 must confess to a sense of disappointment. In his 
promptings to the Minister and perhaps to t lie Chief Minister as well, he 
forgot the whole of the past history of this unfortunate Secondary Education 
Board Bill. He began his speech by laying down before the House the 
fundamental principle of the nation being in charge of education. If that 
is an acceptable principle, then. Sir, in Bengal, gentlemen who are experts 
in education, gentlemen who feel that they have put education on the right 
track, should not have allowed this unfortunate Board to go into the limbo 
of oblivion and forgetfulness, for nation in Bengal means Muslims. Even 
if one or two Muslim members were in the majority on this Board, 1 wish 
the honourable member for the University of Calcutta, had shown generosity 
and let us, the majority in this province, go on doing as best as we could for 
the majority people of Bengal, because nationalism. Sir, according to the 
principles on which they acted in the Hindu provinces, must mean the rights 
of the majority. Looking at the question in a general way, the whole 
system of education has been poisoned and the Muslim in Bengal lias been 
pushed to the wall everywhere and at every stage. I do not want to rake 
up the past, but wherever we go and whichever side we turn, we are denied 
the right even to educate ourselves and our children. To his grouse about 
members of the Senate not being present for long periods, I plead guilty. 
But, Sir, going and sitting in the Senate meetings is a heart-breaking 
experience for this reason that they come prepared, they come in a pack, 
and then you do not even % get a bearing. Imagine 23 items being passed in 
21 minutes! If the honourable member for the University wants me to 
give him my experience of the Senate meetings of Calcutta, I can give him 
details privately. On the very first day, Sir, he asked me, “Well, 
Mr. Siddiqi, how do you feel about it?” I told him, “I am thinking 
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whether 1 should resign tonight or wait till tomorrow morning.” The 
meetings of the Senate are a farce. It has become the recording machine 
of the behests of the Syndicate. That is an experience which you will 
grant, Sir, is baffling. 

The Muslims should have the right to say something about the education 
of their own children. I hope the Hon’ble Minister for Education will 
tell us why has the Bill turned into this fiasco? If the Advocate-General 
had declared that the Committee was not constituted rightly, then what is 
it today and how has it been brought into being once again? How has it 
been called back? Can the Advocate-General call a thing white today and 
the same thing black tomorrow? If the Committee could work, when did 
the Minister come to know of it? Why have months been allowed to go 
by without the Select Committee being called to consider it? The Bill, 
Sir. went through several stages and the one man who opposed it, and 
the one man who tried to crush it at every turn, was the honourable member 
for the Cniversity of Calcutta. We all understood why. In fact, 1 was 
one oi those unfortunate people who occasionally lost hie temper because 
of the surrender after surrender of the Chief Minister win* was the Education 
Minister m the previous Cabinet. Sir, they grudge us even education. If the 
principle enunciated b\ the honourable member for the Cniversity of Calcutta 
is accepted and we hold that education should be controlled by the nation, 
then in Bengal we the majority must have a majority, not only on this 
Board, but in the Cniversity of Calcutta, and in the Cniversity of Dacca, 
which is also going to the dogs today because of the intrigues set on foot 
there. The demand we are making is not nonsensical. Given that we 
want to educate the Hindus and the Muslims, let us look at the history of 
the Cniversity of Calcutta, let us look at the history of secondary education, 
let us look at the history of primary education, and I ask the honourable 
member for the Cniversity of Calcutta to tell me what efforts have these 
great educationists, these great leaders of Bengal, made during the last 
100 years to give education to the poor Muslims of Bengal. Whenever I 
apply for a post, 1 am told that I am unfit, that I am not educated; but 
when I demand education, I am told that I have not yet the right even to 
enter a college. Now, after the Act of 1 935, Sir, if we want to show 
our faces in the Board of Secondary Education they say, “You are running 
away with a majority of seats." For goodness’ sake let us have the 
majority, be generous, be kind, be large-heai fed. It w<> send secondary 
education to perdition then alone will you have the right to take us to task. 
I hope the Education Minister and the Chief Minister will not act up to 
the promptings. Let us have a Board of Secondary Education. Let the 
whole world shout, but let the Muslims of Bengal have some say in the 
education of their children in the matter of secondary education. Do not 
grudge them this legitimate righl of theirs. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, so many pointed references 
had been made to me by name in these debates, especially with regard to the 
criticisms of Government policy regarding the Secondary Education Bill, 
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that I deem it my duty to say a few words as to the past history of this very 
important piece of legislation and also the intentions of Government regard- 
ing the Secondary Education Bill. 

Sir, the Saddler Commission recommended in no uncertain terms that 
one of the most crying needs of the" province was the establishment of a 
Board of Secondary Education to control education at one of the most 
important stages, and the recommendation of the Saddler Commission led 
to the drafting of the Secondary Education Bill time after time till we 
reached the days of Provincial Autonomy when the last Secondary Education 
Bill was drafted. The first draft was in the year 1923, followed by a draft 
in 1925, followed by one in 1920, followed by one in 1929, and the last in 
1937, when I had the privilege of holding the Education portfolio. When 
we made it clear to this House that it was the intention of Government to 
introduce a Bill, objections were raised on legal grounds that the Provincial 
Legislature had no jurisdiction to legislate regarding secondary education 
in Bengal. The reason was that the Calcutta University was functioning 
in two provinces and by an unfortunate oversight the schedule of subjects 
did not make it clear that legislation regarding secondary education would 
be within the scope of the jurisdiction of a Provincial Legislature. In order 
to set matters beyond doubt we approached the Government of India to either 
undertake this legislation as a Central subject or to move the .Secretary of 
State for an amendment of the Schedule by an Act of Parliament enabling 
the Provincial Legislature to undertake this legislation. Ilis Majesty’s 
Government accepted the suggestion made by the Government of Bengal and 
it was in April, 1940, that the schedule of the Government of India Act was 
amended to confer jurisdiction on the Provincial Legislature to legislate for 
the Secondary Education Bill. Sir, in the year 1940, after we got the 
sanction of the amended schedule by the Parliament, I introduced a Bill in 
this House and moved a motion for reference to the Select Committee. As 
the House is well aware the Bill that I introduced met with strenuous opposi- 
tion from the members of the Hindu community to such an c.\tent that the 
Hindu members of the Select Committee in a body refused to serve on the 
Commit tee. Attempts were made to induce them to come and let us have 
the benefit of their advice, but they were adamant, and I felt that the best 
way to place this Bill on the statute book would be to have a sort of a 
consultation with the leaders of the various groups in order to evolve some- 
thing like an agieed Bill. A Committee was appointed which held several 
sittings and towards the end of the year 1941 we did come to an agreement 
on almost all points except communal representation on the Council of the 
projected Education Board. The dispute arose regarding Scheduled Caste 
representation. As far as I remember it was proposed that t lie Board should 
consist of o2 members — 20 Muslims and 26 Hindus. And the dispute w r as as 
to representation of Scheduled Castes, whether they w r ould come within the 
26 seats allotted to the Hindus or whether they should have three seats for 
themselves. Nothing was decided and, as the House is w r ell aware, by the 
end of the year 1941 the old Cabinet went out of power and the new Cabinet 
came into existence. After this new Government was formed, we again 
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considered that point and our Hindu friends made a concession by agreeing 
to give up three seats from their quota of 26 and reserve them for the 
Scheduled Caste community. We thought that the dispute was at an end 
and the Select Committee might proceed with its business. After one or two 
sittings, an objection was raised by my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sauval that 
the piesent Education Minister not being a member of this House, was not 
constitutionally eligible for Chairmanship or Presidentship of that Committee. 
This matter was referred to our legal advisers and we received conflicting 
opinions. The Advocate-General was consulted not on any other point but 
on this particular point whether the present Education Minister could 
ex-officio be a member of the Committee and could be elected Chairman of 
the Committee. The Advocate-General gave his answer unfavourable to the 
position taken up by Government and we decided that some means should be 
found to have meetings of the Select Committee concluded so that the Bill 
might be placed before the House during the autumn session. We thought 
that one way of solving the difficulty would be by inducing one of the 
members of the Committee to resign and allowing some one of the other 
Ministers belonging to this House to be a member, and that Minister being 
elected President, he might carry on the work of the Select Committee. 
Unfortunately, however, no member agreed to resign his seat and we were 
again in a fix. What we have done as a last resort is to summon a meeting 
of the Select Committee and let the Select Committee elect its own President. 
We propose, Sir, to let the Select Committee have its own way and we expect 
that since the principal matters in this Bill have already been satisfactorily 
settled by compromise, the Select Committee would not take long to finish 
its business. As soon as the Select Committee reports, it is our intention to 
bring the Bill to this House this very session. (Maulvi Muhammad Israii.: 
After the war.) I am saving this very session. It all depends on the 
quickness of 1 lie disposal of work in the Select Committee. My friend 
Mr. Israil has shouted “after the war”. I know Mr. Israil has no confidence 
in me, otherwise he and I would not be sitting in opposite benches. There- 
fore, I do not expect Mr. Israil to accept my assurance that if t lie Select 
Committee finishes its labours within the first week or the second week 
of April even, we will place this Bill before the House. 

Sir, it is no intention of ours to shelve the Bill. I may take the House 
into confidence and say without undue vanity that I spent one whole year 
assisted by Dr. Jenkins to draft that Bill. I had no less than a dozen drafts 
before me and I had to go through the mass of literature over this question 
of Secondary Education Bill and after having spent so much time and energy 
over it, I hope I can claim that I have got a soft corner in my heart for this 
Bill and that I would not allow this Bill to be smothered or killed or 
tmtchered or in any way done away with so as to be a betrayer of the interests 
of the Muslim community. 

Sir, as regards the Secondary Education Bill, the position is 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, may I put one question? My 
question's whether the Hon’ble Education Minister will be in that Committee, 
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because we find that according to the Government of India Act and other 
constitutional law, the Hon’ble Minister has no function in the Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I remember, Mr. 
Abdul!n-al Mahmood is a member of the Select Committee. I remember 
having met him in the Select Committee. If he can so regulate matters as 
to elect a President and go on with the work of the Select Committee 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, if the Hon’ble Education Minister 
be in the Committee 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not ill the Select Com- 
mittee. Therefore, it is no use asking me what will happen when the 
Minuter of Education is there. What part he will play, it is for members 
of the Select Committee to decide. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I just suggest one thing? In 
view of the fact that the Select Committee has so far been denied the facility 
of getting the advice of the Hon’ble Chief Ministei direct and in view of 
certain other developments explained just, now, I believe the House would 
unanimously desire that the Chief Minister should be on the Select Com- 
mittee, and it may then he possible for the Select Committee to elect a Chair- 
man most easily without any controversy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have said I could not get a 
seat and therefore I could not he elected. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I am prepared to resign my seat in 
favour of the Chief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, my presence there is 
not necessary. Mr. Suhrawardy, you will he there a hundred times stronger 
than I may be. 

Sir, I have very briefly put the case as clearly as possible. The delay lias 
been due to causes and circumstances I have mentioned. The Select Com- 
mittee has been summoned on the 20th. The Select Committee will sit and 
finish its labours, and I hope that time will be left for this Bill to he placed 
before this House: It will he — whatever my friends may say — a very 
contentious piece of legislation, and if the House is of the opinion that at the 
present moment, situated as we are, this legislation should he pushed 
through, it will he in their power to have the Bill placed on the statute hook. 
Government will not place any restriction or any impediment in the way of 
the Bill being passed into law. 

Now, Sir, there are one or two matters regarding Scheduled Caste educate 
lion to which I wish to make a brief reference. We have made a permanent 
allotment of Rs. 1,50,000 a year for the advancement of Scheduled Caste 
education in Bengal. It will be a permanent grant, and it will be spent 
solely for the purpose of Scheduled Caste education and Government propose 
further to consider the advisability and the possibility of having an Inspec- 
tor of Schools for Scheduled Caste Education. 
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Sir, as regards stipends and scholarships, there are certain grievance.* of 
the Scheduled Caste community which Government will take into considera- 
tion on the recommendation of the Committee. 

Sir, I do not wish to say anything further. Only one word, Sir, as 
regards primary education. Sir, the position regarding primary education 
is this: except in the districts of Rul’d wan Division, in all other districts 
of Bengal there are District School Boards with t he imposition of 
cess or District School Boards without the imposition of cess. Cess is being 
gradually imposed in the districts where District School Boards have been 
set up. As far as I remember, at the present moment there are 19 or 20 
districts where District School Boards have been set up. In 15 districts cess 
has been imposed and primary schools are being set up there. The difficulty 
is about the financial aspect of the question. Roughly speaking, there are 
about a lakh of villages in Bengal and if the cost of a primary school is, 
say, Rs. 300 a year, it will cost Government about Rs. 3 erorcs, and the 
education cess comes to only Rs. 1.20,00,000. This financial difficulty is, 
however, being gradually overcome, and 1 hope I will he able to assure the 
House that so far the steps that have been taken have been towards the 
furtherance of f lie cause of primary education in Bengal. We have made the 
best possible effort to introduce primary education throughout the province* 
in spite of almost insuperable difficulties that have so far stood in our way, 
and we propose to continue our efforts till the whole of Bengal is dotted with 
a network of primary schools. I do not wish to sa\ ,m\ thing further on 
this point because tlie Minister in charge of Education will reply to the 
other points raised. 

Sir, there is one more point to which 1 wish to lefer: it is about the 
incidents that took place in the Raima College. Briefly stated, 1 lie facts are 
these: Muslim students of the Palma College wanted a room for the purpose 
of saying their prayers and the Principal allotted a small room for that 
purpose. But this was objected to by some students and the Principal 
withdrew his permission. He however permitted the Muslim students to 
say their prayer** in ihe compound of the college, to which again objection 
was taken, and feelings ran ven high. Sir, we have sent down to Palma an 
officer for a local enquiry and report, and if possible, a satisfactory solution 
of the problem. We have sent down the Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction for Muhammadan Education, and he is already there. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: When did he go there Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL H UQ : I am sorr\, Sir. I am now told 
that he has not yet gone, but be will be going there very soon. Orders have- 
been passed and lie will be going theie as early as possible, say, in the course 
of two or three days. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Ma> I ask one question, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. You will have your chance to put your 
question after the Hon’ble Minister finishes bis speech, and I will not allow 
you to pul any question just now. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already said, orders 
have been passed and the officer will proceed to Pabna in two or three days, 
and I hope a satisfactory solution will be arrived at. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the room that wns ,; allotied to the Muslim students to say 
their prayers was later on kept under lock and key by the Principal or not; 
(2) whether when the Muslim boys were saying their prayers, 
the Hindu students held a demonstration there with musical instru- 
ments; and (3) whether the land or the place that was given by the Principal 
for the Muslim boys to say their prayers was being used by the Hindu 
students for their demonstrations with musical instruments? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr. Mahmood, while \ou were speaking on this 
particular subject, you did not raise any point about blocking or demonstra- 
tions. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I submit, Sir, I did raise that point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: However, you have asked the Hon'hle Minister these 
questions, and I have allowed you to put them, and it is now for the Hon’ble 
Minister to reply to these questions if he thinks desirable. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: May I put a question, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If every one of } ou go on asking 
questions, there will be no end to these questions. 1 will only allow leaders 
of parties to put question in that case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I said, the Assistant 
Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education is going 
personally to look into all these matters and make a report. At the present 
moment I cannot make a statement one way or the other. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, is it open to the members of the Select 
Committee to elect the Hon’ble Education Minister as President? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : No. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : May I know why the Select Committee was 
not convened six months ago for this obvious procedure of electing a 
President ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We were trying to induce some 
of our members to resign, but we could not succeed. 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ: I want to ask a question, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled that only party leaders will be able to put 
questions in a matter like this. 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 7^$ 

STOTfa c*R 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
whatever other defects I may be heir to 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will you ask the Minister to come to 
the microphone, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur Sahib, kindly come up to the 
microphone. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
whatever other defects I may be heir to, certainly I have never been a 
dreamer in life, nor have I suffered from that malady which doctors call 
Blood. .1 have never suffered from any hallucinations either like those 
honourable members who have ciossed the floor and gone over to the other 
side as the Englishmen crossed over the Atlantic and went over to North 
America. These Leaguers may be suffering from that typical disease in an 
abnormal measure helped by the fact that they are what w r e may call a 
clustered block. They have dreamt a dream that Shakespeare called “a 
bottomless dream," because it has no bottom. They thought within them- 
selves that the Secondary Education Bill would not see the light of the day 
in the Select Committee, but now they are disillusioned to find that it is 
being called to meet day after tomorrow 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : But the Ad vocate-General’s opinion was 
taken six months ago ! 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is so, but I did 

not accept that opinion. I referred it back to the Advocate-General, but he 
did not change his opinion 1 was not even then satisfied with his opinion. 
Mr. Suhrawardy says that the opinion of the Advocate-General was obtained 
six months ago. That is so. I did not accept that opinion. I referred that 
back to the Advocate-General. He sent back his second opinion. I was 
not satisfied with that either. (Cries of “Oh!” “Oh!” from the Muslim 
League Opposition benches ) It is not for two rupee pleaders to say “Ob" ! 
(Laughter from Coalition benches. > I had the matter discussed in the 
Central Assembly, Delhi, and the latest information came in January T 
thought of bringing up the matter before the House for the deletion of the 
rules under which Government might be placed in a comfortable position, 
because it was a matter of very great constitutional importance that no 
Minister of the Upper House can preside in a Select Committee of tin* Lower 
House or vice versa. That was a position which the Government were not 
prepared to tolerate. But I thought within myself, however, let me forego 
my right; still the Secondary Education Bill must be proceeded with and, 
therefore, I asked the Speakei of this House to extend the time up to the 
31st March. The Secondary Education Bill Select Committee will resume 
their activities day after tomorrow. (Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: For one 
day.) I say they are suffering from hallucinations. My friends of the 
Opposition are all imagination compact that rules from heaven to earlh and 

from earth to heaven (Loud laughter and table thumpings from the 

Opposition benches. ) 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am thankful to Dr. 
Sanval and Mr. Suhrawardy for the great sympathy they have expressed for 
my teachers and my institutions. When I had the melancholy pleasure of 
being 1 a Minister little did I dream at the time that my institutions will all 
be levelled down and my teachers will be reduced to abject poverty. As a 
matter of fact, so far as it lay in the power of the Government, it is well 
known to the people of Calcutta particularly and also to the people of the 
mufassal what great interest I have taken for the teachers, and with the 
help of the generous Finance Minister it was possible for me to take out of 
the treasury Rs. 2 lakhs within lo days — a matter unprecedented in the 
history of Bengal treasury. (Maulvi Muhammad Israil: What about 
Chittagong, Noakhali and Feni?) I am coming to Chittagong. This is 
what the Government and the Ministry of Education have done. 

A subvention of Rs. 1,08,000 has been paid to the teachers of non- 
Govci'rrrieiif schools in Calcutta. A sum of Its. 7,00ft was placed under the 
disposal of the Inspector of Schools, Presidency Division. A grant of 
Rs. 0 700 was made for secondary schools 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Chief Minister was seen talking to the Hon'ble 
Education Minister.) 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: On a point of order, Sir. I have seen several times the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister interfering and asking the Hon’ble Education 
Minister to sit down. Is the Hon’ble Chief Minister in order to do that ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As regards the affected 
areas outside Calcutta, schemes have been prepared and are being prepared 
under the direct supervision of Dr. Jenkins to give further relief to the poor 
and afflicted teachers. 

As regards primary education, the matter has already been sufficiently 
explained by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. I wish to add only this: that 
Rs. 48 lakhs have been provided for primary education in Bengal this year — 
5 lakhs + M lakhs in addition to 40 lakhs. 

As regards the Scheduled Caste education, well it is a matter of common 
knowledge how much the Government ol the present day feel for the 
Scheduled Castes, because they realise the supreme importance of the 
principle that any backward community in the province is a clog in the wheel 
of administration, and if that clog has to be removed illiteracy has to be 
removed and all the communities should as far as possible be allowed to 
march pari passu towards the goal of advancement of education. In that 
view of the case the interests of the Scheduled Castes received our foremost 
consideration, and it is the duty of the Government to take them by its hands 
and to help them all in the onward march of progress. I need not dilate on 
this matter. I can tell you one thing : that for the Scheduled Castes we have 
allotted Rs. 72,000 for stipends whereas for the Caste Hindus we have 
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allotted Rs. 19,000 and for the Muslims Rs. 19,000 -f Rs. 20,000 for 
scientific studies. So the Scheduled Castes will feel that as a matter of fact 
their interests are still uppermost in the heart and mind of the Ministry. 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: I have not heard a single word about 
Madrasah. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: fa, 4 Curtate T<n w fa i 

The motion of Maulana Md. Abdul Aziz that the demand of Us. 1,07,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “37— Education— General” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the demand of Rs. 1,07,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “37— Education— General” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. flagat Chandra Mandal that the demand of 
Rs. 1.07,00,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with the permission of 
the House I would like to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. W. C. Wordsworth that the demand of Rs. 1,07,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education— General” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of l)r. Nalinaksha Sanval that the demand of Rs. 1,07,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval that the demand of Rs. 1,07,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of l)r. Nalinaksha Sanval that the demand of lls. 1,07,50,000 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Hafizuddin Choudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 1.07,50,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim that a sum 
of Rs. 1,07,56,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Educa- 
tion — General”, was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-3 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
23rd Match, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

Tiie Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
23rd March, 1943, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syei> Navsiieu An) in the Chair, 6 
Hon ’hie Ministers and 194 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Bye-election of Union Boards within Natore subdivision. 

*179. Kazi ABUL MA8UD: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state whether bye-election of — 

(1) Brahmapur (Natore Thana), 

(2) Kaf'ura (Natore Thana), 

(3) Majhgaon (Baraigram Thana), and 

(4) Panka (Bagatiparn Thana), 

Union Boards within Natore subdivision have been held? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the elections were held and how long were they 
delayed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I am sorry, I cannot 
give the answer offhand. The matter is entirely for the District Magistrate. 

I can only gather information and then give it to the honourable member. 

Waiting room in Sessions Court building, Rangpur. 

*180. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department aware of the fact that there is no waiting room 
in the Sessions Court building in the district of Rangpur? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the* matter? 
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MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and REVENUE DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): {a) Yes. 

( b ) The matter will engage my attention. No complaint of inconveni- 
ence for want of a waiting room appears to have been made by any one. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: A V ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any complaint was received regarding the want of any waiting 
room ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If the honourable 
member would be good enough to look at reply (b), he will find that the 
answer is there. 

Alleged irregular attendance at court by the Munsif of Jhenidah. 

•181. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: «i) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the only Munsif of Jhenidah attends the court at 12-30 p.m. on the 
working days and departs at 3-30? 

(b) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability oi trans- 
ferring him immediately in the interest of litigant public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) No such com- 
plaint has been made to the District Judge. A complaint of this nature was 
leceived from certain members of the public and has been sent to the District 
Judge for enquiry and report . 

(b) The appropriate action will l>e decided on receipt of the report fioin 
the District Judge. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the ITon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state when was this complaint sent to the District Judge for enquiry and 
repoit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am afraid, I 
have not got the date here. But as soon as such complaints are received it 
is my practice to send them to the District Officials and no delay is made. 

Amusement tax and cinema houses at Serampore. 

*182. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 
(i) the present number of cinema bouses that are at Serampore, in the 
Hooghly district ; and 

(n) the amount that has been collected as amusement tax from those 
cinema houses for the current financial year? 

(1)) if no collection has been made, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (i) Two. 

Hi) ftil. 
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(b) The provisions of the Bengal Amusements Tax Act, V of 1922, have 
not yet been extended to Hooghly district. The matter is under considera- 
tion of the Board of Revenue. 

Temporary officers for collection of agricultural loans at Kishoreganj. 

*183. Khan8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of temporary loan-collecting officers appointed for the 

Kishoreganj subdivision this year; and 

(b) what are their duties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Five officers. 

(b) Their duty is to collect agricultural loans. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that great distress prevails among the agriculturists of the subdivision due 
to abnormal rise in the prices of essential commodities including foodstuffs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall certainly 
agree with my friend that distress prevails not onh in that subdivision but 
also elsewhere owing to rise in the prices of essential commodities. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: In view of the fact that distress 
prevails, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to postpone the 
collection of these agricultural loans till better days come? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have asked for 
a report from the Collector, and if the report recommends suspension then 
suitable action will be fallen. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to expedite the matter because this is the worst time for the agri- 
culturists in that area? \ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So I gather from 
some of my honourable friends elsewhere, and I believe yesterday a telegram 
was sent to the Collector asking for a report and his views. Action will be 
taken as soon as that report is made available to the Minister in < liarge of 
Revenue. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
give an assurance to this House that he will be good enough to send similar 
telegrams to all the Collectors with a view to stopping the collection of 
agricultural loans? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is too far a 

general question, and I think it does not arise out of this question. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Of course it does not, but it is a matter of 
very great importance. So will the Hon’ble Minister please consider this 
question, because I have also got a similar case from Noakhali on which up 
till now no action has as yet been taken by Government? 

(No reply.) 



194&] QUESTIONS. 491 

Dis trm m Manikganj tubBmsion. 

♦1W. Khan Bahadur AULAD H OSSA IN KHANl (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that there is a great scarcity of rice and paddy due to failure of last 
a man crop in the Dacca district, specially in Manikganj 
subdivision ; 

0?) that. the agriculturists have no money to purchase seeds; 

Un) that the labourers have no work to engage themselves; and 

(iv) that the people are on the verge o’f starvation ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (i) The yield of 
the last am an crop was only half the normal. 

(h) The purchasing power of the agriculturists has been greatly reduced. 
Rut to meet the situation arrangements have been made to advance seeds to 
the agriculturists. 

(/?/) and (/r) The demand tor labourers has fallen but there is still work 
for the greater portion of the labouring classes. 

(h) Government have sanctioned an agricultural loan of Its. 50,000 as 
asked for by the Collector. More will In* issued, if required. 

Khan Bahadur AULAD H088AIN KHAN: With refei cure to answer 
(a) I n), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what quantity of seeds 
was supplied to Manikganj? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is not a 
question for the Revenue Department but for the Agriculture Department. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: With reference to answer (/>), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that cultivators are 
approaching the Collector and the authorities of Manikganj daily but they 
are not getting seeds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall not he able 
to answer that question. My honourable friend may address that question 
to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any financial provision has been made by Government for 
the supply of seeds to agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJSK: The answer is in 
the affinh&tdve. 

80 
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*186. Khan Sahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Handle 
Minister in charge of the Home (Civil Defence) Department be pleased to 
state — * 

(i) the name of the (I) present A.R.P. Officer and (2) previous A.R.P. 
Officer of Comilla; and 

( ii ) their qualifications? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the 
removal of the previous A.R.P. Officer? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K, Fazlul Huq): MO) (1) Mr. A. K. Bnnnerjee and 
(2) Mr. A. Aw wal. 

(ii) Mr. Bannerjee was formerly the A.R.P. Depot Superintendent in 
Comilla. Prior to his appointment in the A.R.P. Service he was the Physical 
Instructor of the Comilla Victoria College. Mr. Awwal is a probationary 
Sub-Deputy Collector. 

( b) Due to the shortage of Sub-Deputy Collectors for work in the general 
line. 

Family allowance for security prisoner Babu Suresh Chandra Das Gupta. 

*186. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the flon’blc Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state* — 

(?) whether it is a fact that Babu Suresh Chandra Das Gupta is detained 
in Bogra Jail as a security prisoner; and 

(?’/) whether Suresh Chandra Das Gupta or his wife has applied to the 
Government for the grant of a family allowance? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the family allowance has been sanctioned? 

( c ) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor F 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the amount of family allowance that has been granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Babu Suresh Chandra Das 
Gupta has a w T ife and two daughters. His wife has been granted an 
allowance of Rs. 50 per month. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etate when was Das Gupta’s application received by the Government? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The allowance was sanctioned 
with effect from the 9th September, 1942, the date of his arrest. The actual 
petition itself is not here. 

Grant of family allowances to certain security prisoners. 

•187. Sj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’bie 

Minister in charge of the Home Department l»e pleased to state — 

(?) whether security prisoners Sj. Nalini Das Gupta, b.a., of Banarie 
para, and Ranjit Sarkar of .Tausor in Pirojpur subdivision in the 
district of Bakarganj, now in Dacca Jail, have repeatedly applied 
for allowance to their families ; 

(n) whether it is a fact that the Chief Minister, when he visited the Dacca 
Central Jail, a^suied them of suitable allowances for their 
families ; 

(///) .whether at the time of arrest Sj. Nalini Das Gupta was earning 
more than Rs.75 per month? 

( It) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'hlc Minister 
be pleased to state whether lie is considering the desirability of gianting 
allowances for the families of these two security prisoners V 

(r) If not, will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (//) (?) Yes. 

(?7) There was no question of assurance except that 1 said I would do 
my best. 

(lit) No, he was earning Rs.dO to IN. 4(1 per month. 

(b) A family allowance of Tts.10 per month was granted to Babu Nalini 
Mohon Das Gupta with effect from the 1st January, 1942, which has since 
been increased to Rs.25 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1942. The 
case of Babu Ranjit Sarkar is still under my consideration. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’bie Minister aware 
that Sj. Ranjit Sarkar is the only earning member of his family consisting 
of 7 heads? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Did not Sj. Ranjit Sarkar state 
this in his petition which he sent to Government? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the petition 
here, but if this is a matter of any importance and the information is 
wanted, I will supply it. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is it not a fact that for nearly 
one year he has been petitioning to the Government of Bengal for family 
allowan<?e ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say whether it is 
about a year, but I received three petitions — I remember it. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: By what time can Sj. Ran jit 

Sarkar exjiect to have his family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr* A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: I shall try to expedite the 
matter. 

Family allowance for security prisoner Sj. Panohanan Chakravarty. 

MSS. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

( t ) the number of petitions received from the 1st June to 9th August, 
1942, and up to the 31st January, 1943, regarding — 

(1) family allowance, 

(2) leave on account of illness of near relatives and for the per- 
formance of Sradh ceremonies, and 

(3) medical aid and treatment ; and 

(tV) the number of such petitions — 

(1) rejected, 

(2) granted, and 

(3) that are under consideration? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware of the fact — 

(/) that Sj. Panohanan Chakravarty, now a security prisoner lodged in 
Dum Dum Central Jail, applied for granting him a family allow- 
ance from the Alipore New Central Jail on the 16th July, 1942, 
and sent a reminder on the 2nd September, 1942; and 

(h) that his prayer for a family allowance was rejected by memo. No. 5156, 
dated the 19th September, 1942 [Home (Jails) Department], as 
his release was under consideration? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ri) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting him the allowance prayed for as 
he has not yet been released ? 

The Hon’ bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The information required 
is not readily available and its collection will entail an expenditure of time 
and labour which cannot be spared in the present emergency, but I shall be 
glad to supply information in individual cases if asked for after due notice. 

(6) (t) Yes. 

(u) His piayer for family allowance was rejected as the family was not 
deprived of any legitimate source of income by his detention. 

(c) No. 
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Enquiry Committee regarding the Daooa Jail shooting incident. 

•189. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state what steps 
he has so far taken to implement the promise made on the floor of this House 
regarding the constitution of a Committee of Enquiry over the shootiug 
inside the Dacca Jail? 

(b) If no step has yet been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason for the delay in the appointment of the Committee? 

# The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Immediately after the declara- 
tion was made by me on the floor of the House on behalf of Government,, 
we decided that the Committee of Enquiry should be set up as early as 
possible and presided over by a High Court Jud,ge, or some one holding the 
status of a High Court Judge. Such a President was not easily available, 
and we ultimately decided, to approach Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherji. JTe 
was willing to take up the work of enquiry after he had finished his profes- 
sional engagements at Patna. Unfortunately, however, he fell ill and 
ultimately died and could not take up the work. Various other names are 
at present under consideration, and the final selection will of course be 
announced as soon as it is made. At the moment, however, it would hardly 
be suitable to mention these names, although it is "hoped to secure the 
services of some one having the status of a High Court Judge. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Will the Ilon’lde Minister he 
pleased to state whether any list of names for the membership of the 
proposed Enquiry Committee was submitted to His Excellency the 
Governor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Committee could not so far be appointed 
because of the unsympathetic attitude of the Governor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I submitted names and the 
names are before His Excellency the Governor for his consideration. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state when the names wen* submitted to His Excellency the Governor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Nearly about two jnoiit ii> ajro. 

' Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the answer given by 
the Hon’ble Minister that the names were submitted to Mis Excellency the 
Governor about two months ago . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is an approximate period. 
It may be two months or les*. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the latest time In which he feels he may he in a position to 
make an* announcement? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as I am concerned, I 
have been reminding His Excellency the Governor for his approval, and 
that is all that I can do. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has received any communication from His 
Excellency the Governor on the appointment .of the personnel of the 
Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got his approval. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister #be 
pleased to state if the name of Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherji was accepted 
by His Excellency the Governor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The name of Sir Manmatha 
Nath Mukherji was accepted as president, but the difficulty was about 
finding his suitable colleagues who could work with him and by the time we 
*iould settle anything, Sir Manmatha fell ill and ultimately died. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that there was no difference of opinion between 
His Excellency the Governor and the Ministry regarding the appointment 
of the Committee of Enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am afraid, I cannot answer 
that question. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister was pleased to say 
that the name of Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherji was accepted by His 
Excellency the Governor as president of the Committee. 

My question is whether it is a fact that the Governor accepted the policy 
of appointing or rather accepting the advice of the Ministry in the matter 
of appointing an Enquiry Committee for the Dacca Cential Jail shooting 
affair. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K* FAZLUL HUQ: The Governor has not refused 
to appoint a Committee. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of the answer given by the 
Hon ble Minister that Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherji’s name was accepted 
by His Excellency as the president of the Committee, are we not entitled to 
assume . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Khan Bahadur, you cannot assume anything. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I want a statement of facts. 
Can we take it for granted that His Excellency the Governor accepted the 
principle of appointing a Committee of Enquiry? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot take anything for granted. That is a 
question of inference. I disallow your question. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government approached a retired European High Court 
Judge requesting him to be on the Committee P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not the Government but I 

approached him. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the question of appointment of a Committee of Enquiry is a 
matter within Ministerial responsibility or it is one within the individual 
judgment of the Governor? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot alloV this question for it is a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I want to know, Sir, whether the Governor 
has to give his assent or not. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: £ am afraid you cannot argue in this way. It you 
ask for information on a point of fact that is one thing but if you say whether 
it comes within the individual responsibility or discretion of the Governor 
that is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: TV 7 ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why he has submitted the file regarding the appointment of a Committee 
of Enquiry to His Excellency the Governor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not a question of fact but 
it is a matter of opinion as to why I did it. The reason why I did it 1 am 
not going to disclose. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the H on’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether this matter is one ot Ministerial responsibility or one of 
discretion of the Governor? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are asking for an expression of opinion which I 
cannot allow you to do. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaBed to consider whether the delay in holding an enquiry defeats the very 
purpose for which an enquiry is being held? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Enquiry Committee for Dacca Special Jail incident. 

•190. Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
,chiarge of the Home Department be pleased to state what action has been 
taken so far to give effect to the assurance given by the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister on the floor of the Assembly on behalf of Government for the 
establishment of a Special Committee of Enquiry to investigate facts and 
to report upon the occurrences in the Dacca Special Jail on the 31st August r 
1942, resulting in the loss of a number of lives due to firing? 
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(b) Has the proposed Committee been appointed, and if so, when and 
with what personnel? 

(. c ) Has any departmental enquiry been made, and if so, what are the 
finding’s of such enquiry? 

The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and ( b ) Immediately after 
the declaration was made by me on the floor of the House on behalf of Gov- 
ernment, we decided that the Committee of Enquiry should be set up as 
early as possible and presided over by a High Court Judge, or some one 
holding the status of a High Court Judge. Such a President was not easily 
available, and we ultimately decided to approach Sir Manmatha Nath 
Mukharji. He was willing to take up the work of enquiry after he had 
finished his professional engagements at Patna. Unfortunately, however, 
he fell ill and ultimately died and could not take up the work. Various other 
names are at present under consideration, and the final selection will of 
course be announced as soon as it is made. At the moment, however, it 
would hardly be suitable to mention these names, although it is hoped 1o 
secure the services of some one having the status of a High Court Judge. 

(c) A joint enquiry by the Inspector-General of Prisons and the Commis- 
sioner of Dacca Division was held as soon as possible after the incident. 
Their findings were — 

(?) that the mutiny among the security prisoners was the result of a 
preconceived and well-or.ganised plan, 

(ii) that the use of firearms was justified and not excessive. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in course of the joint enquiry it was revealed that these prisoners 
had already brought to the notice of the jail authorities their complaints 
regarding forced labour, want of equipments and clothings, and inadequate 
arrangement for food and water-supply? 

The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUfe: The enquiry held by the 
Inspector-General of Prisons and the Commissioner of the Dacca Division 
was a sort of summary enquiry because they finished their investigation in 
the course of a couple of days. I do not know what evidence they collected, 
but so far as I am concerned I went there and held a personal enquiry and 
I was not quite satisfied with the findings of that enquiry. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c) (?) and (?/), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Inspector- 
General of Prisons and the Divisional Commissioner in their report described 
the nature of the alleged mutiny? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, they gave a short account 
of what in their judgment amounted to a mutiny. 

Mailfvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of this report submitted by the members 
of the Joint Enquiry Committee? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If a full enquiry is held, this, 
report will form part of the document to be submitted to that Tribunal, and 
in that view of the matter I do not wish* to make it public. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Inspector-General of Prisons and the Divisional Com- 
missioner found that the mutineers in question had any weapons in their 
possession ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that 
question. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hnn'lde Chief Minister be pleased to state 
why, if he was not satisfied with the report of the Inspector-General of 
Prisons and the Commissioner ot the Dacca Division on the ground that it 
was a summary enquin , he did not ask these two officials to make a further 
enquiry and to collect all the evidence? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am speaking from memory. 
The incident took place on the -list August, 11)42, and the Assembly was 
meeting some time on the llth or 12th September. We wanted an enquiry 
immediately in order to be able to place tacts before the Assembly in view 
of the fact that some adjournment motion had been tabled. By the time 
that they had submitted their report the matter came up before the 
Assembly, and it was discussed fully. We decided on hearing the debate 
that it would he much better to have an enquiry by a sort of Tribunal, and 
therefore we did not ask them to have any further enquiry. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the opinion expressed in the report regarding the 
shooting down of defenceless convicts who had climbed up on tops of trees?* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may mention that the 
enquiry was held in a rather summary way because we wanted a report 
quickly, and J do not think that they went into evidence of all the incidents. 
As far as I understand they have not referred — I am speaking from 
memory — to shooting people on branches of trees. 1 do not remember that. 
They did not go into details very much. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’hlc Minister he pleased to 
Gate if it is a fact that the appointment of the (hmnnittee of Enquiry is 
within the Ministerial responsibility? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I leave it to a constitutional 
lawyer like Mr. Suhrawardy to decide for himself instead of asking me. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARHDY: I am entitled today to ask the Hon’ble 
Minister and it is the HonTde Minister who has got to make a statement 
whether it is a fact or not. I do not ask for any opinion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, that is why I disallowed the 
previous question. I knew it. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Legislation regarding attendance pf imprisoned members of the Assembly 

at meetings. 

57. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(/) that arrangements were made in Burma for the attendance of its 
members in prison at the meetings of the House of Representa- 
tives; and 

(ii) that the Committee of Privileges representing all the parties and 
groups in the House unanimously recommended the adoption of 
a convention to secure the attendance of the members of the 
Assembly, arrested, detained, convicted or imprisoned in this 
report which was placed before the House on the 19th September, 
1940, pending the passage of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Powers and Privileges Bill, 1939, into law ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative and with reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. G7 on 29th September, 1942, will the 
Hon’ble* Minister be pleased to state whether .he Government contemplate 
to bring in any legislation on the subject or to pass the Bill referred to in 
•clause (a) (ii) into law during the current session of the Assembly? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (/i 1 have no information. 

(it ) Yes. 

(b) and ( c ) No. It is not proposed to take up any contentious measure 
in the present Budget Session. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c) where it 
is stated that “It is not proposed to take up any contentious measure in the 
present Budget Session”, may I enquire from which quarter the alleged 
contention regarding the Powers and Privileges Bill of this House is likely 
to come ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may come from the 
honourable member himself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Powers and Privileges Bill was the outcome 
of a conference in which all parties were represented and general agreement 
was obtained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I admit, Sir, it is more or less 
an agreed Bill and therefore the chance of contention has been reduced to a 
minimum. If there is time we will reconsider the matter. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In view of the answer given by the Hon’ble 
Minister, will he be pleased to withdraw that answer describing the Bill as 
a contentious one? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not, entirely agree, but 
there was a full discussion and the main principles were agreed to. That 
is what I say. It is not likely to be very contentious. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In view of this answer, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state when this Bill will be proceeded with? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as Ministers are con- 
cerned they cannot give any thought to these questions till the cut motions 
are over. After that if the honourable member puN the question I will be 
able to reply. 

Present health of Sj. Nani Sen Gupta, a security prisoner. 

58. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (</) Will the Hou’Me 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present condition of health of security prisoner Sj. Nani Sen 
(iupta; and 

( ii ) wdiether the aforesaid security prisoner was examined by the (1) 
Civil Surgeon of Midnapore, and 02) Medical Officer of the Hijli 
Special Jail? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that Sj. Nani Sen (iupta is suffering from pain 
in the stomach and paralysis of the legs; and 

(ii) whether he was examined in the Medical College Hospital, Calcutta? 

( d ) If the answer to (c) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the result thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (?) Formerly he used to 
complain of pain in the abdomen and weakness in legs but no such complaint 
has been made recently and he can now' walk without having to use a stick. 

(ii) Yes. 

( b ) It appears from the reports as if it was a case of suspected 
appendicitis. 

(c) (i) .Please see my reply to (a) ( i ). 

(ii) Yes. 

(d) Nothing definitely wrong was found. It was regarded as a case of 
neurosis.* 
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DtV NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer ( b ) that it 
was reported that it was a case of suspected appendicitis, w r hat is the present 
diagnosis of that patient? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This answer is some time old. 
I will take it as a ifotice and if my learned friend will put a short-notice 
question tomorrow I will enquire and answer. 

Held-over Questions. 

(When held-ovei; questions of the Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur were called.) 

The Hon’bie Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, will 
you kindly hold over these questions as Mr. Banerjee has taken over the 
portfolio only today and from tomorrow he will he able to answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think that will be better. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : What is the matter with Nawab Bahadur? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The N awab Bahadur is no longer in charge of this 
portfolio. 1 understand the Hon’bie Mr. Pramathn Nath Banerjee is now 
in charge of Food. He will supply us with food we all hope. Let us hope 
that he will before supplying us with food supply us at least with satisfactory 
answers to these questions. 

Mr. K. SHAH ABU DDI N : ' Shall we take it as a definite censure on the 
Minister concerned? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No censure can come from the (’hair. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : May we know through you, Sir, when we 
can expect Mr. Banerjee to he ready? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think he ought to he ready tomorrow 7 . These 
questions will come up tomorrow 7 . 


Adjournment Motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
before you take up a Ay other matter may I just mention about my adjourn- 
ment motion which 1 handed over to you yesterday? 

Mr. SPEAKER: H ave you got the necessary consent? I have refused 
< onsent. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 am not moving it. I 
only want to make my position clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The practice all along has been that w hen the Speaker 
refuses his consent to a matter, he generally asks the member w r ho gives 
notice to see him in his Chamber. That practice T am following. I will 
look into the matter and consider, not in this session but in future, whether 
the whole tiling should he discussed in the open House or not. I a*k you to 
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see me in my Chamber and I will tell you what I have grot to say, but so far 
as this matter is concerned, it relates to the food problem and therefore, I 
think, you can ventilate your grievances at the time of the discussion on 
“General Administration”. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I would like to say 
that what I wanted to bring to the notice of Government is the policy of 
control and decontrol. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 know that. You are discussing the merits. 
Please see me in my Chamber today. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, what he wanted to bring to the notice 
of Government is that the price of rice has gone up to Rs. 40 per maund and 
the people are starving. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He can discuss this on a cut motion. He can speuk 
on this even today at the tinie of the discussion on “General Administration”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, there is one point arising out of the 
statement of Mr. Shahabuddin to which I would humhh draw your 
attention. This should be clarified. Mr. Shahabuddin has just mentioned 
that the price of rice has gone up to Rs. 40 a maund. Sir, that is not a 
fact. Sucli irresponsible statements are likely to create panic which it is 
the duty of every right-thinking citizen to prevent. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, Dr. Sanyal has no 
right to say that. I take full responsibility of Mi. Shahahuddin’s state- 
ment. He thinks that he is more responsible than we are. 

Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridba also rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order: don’t quarrel. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, is it proper for one honourable 
member without verifying facts to refer to the statement of unothei 
honourable member who has got complete information and who is in touch 
w r ith his constituency and to say that he is making an irresponsible 
statement h 

Mr. 8PEAKER : It is better always to use courteous language, but 
unless it comes within the purview of unparliamentary expressions, it 
becomes very difficult for me to say that that expression should not have 
been used. I do not know whether the expression “irresponsible” comes 
within the scope of unparliamentary language. I have not got adequate 
knowledge about these parliamentary and unparliamentary expressions. Let 
the matter -be dropped here. There ought not to be further discussion on 
this point at this stage. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The word “irresponsible” is applicable 
•nly to Ministers and not to members. (Laughter.) 
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Admissibility of cut motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the demand for grant on “General Administra- 
tion” is taken up I should like to draw the attention of the honourable 
members to the note at the top that these motions have not been admitted. 
Some of them in my opinion are not admissible. When they will be called 
up I will hear the member who wants to move it and then I will give my 
decision on that point. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25 — General Administration— General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
he granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration”. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion' ' be reduced by Rs. 100. My intention is to raise a discussion on the 
failure of the Ministry to assume responsibility for the actions of the officers 
of Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, is the motion that has 
been moved admissible? I have moved that a sum be granted for carrying 
on the general administration. The cut motion has been moved in order to 
raise a discussion on the question whether Ministers have or have not failed 
to assume responsibility of something done by certain officers. I submit, 
that this cut motion is beyond the scope of the motion that I have moved. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the demand that the Rou ble Minister 
has made includes salaries, allowances, etc., of the Ministers. Now, if the 
Ministers have not behaved or have not been behaving properly as they 
should do under the constitution itself, certainly it is open to a member to 
raise that by way of a cut motion in the budget. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your point appears to be this: that here is a demand 
for the salaries of officers. The officers have behaved in particular ways, 
and those ways may not be satisfactory, and the Ministers have also not 
assumed responsibility. The language is “assume responsibility for the 
actions of the officers”. That is your point? 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. It does not include only salaries 
of the officers, but salaries of the Ministers and travelling allowances of the 
Ministers as well. Therefore, if the Ministers’ behaviour is not according 
to the constitutional law, I submit, that it must be open to a member . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You want to criticise the conduct of the Ministers? 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is always open to you to do that. w 
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Tit* Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQS No, Sir. I beg to submit that 
the statement made by the honourable member himself is a condemnation 
of the position he has taken up. The motion is to discuss the failure in 
general terms of the Ministry to assume responsibility of the officers of 
Government. It is so generally worded that it is impossible to reply. If the 
honourable member can draw the attention of the House to a specific act in 
which the Ministers have failed to take responsibility, that would be a proper 
motion, but in the form in which it has been moved, I submit, Sir, it is too* 
wide to be allowed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: After hearing both sides I think this cut motion is ini 
order. (Applause from Muslim League Opposition Benches.) 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: On a point of order, Sir. Is it a 
general proposition or is it provided in any constitution that the Ministers 
will take responsibility for all the actions of the officers P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no doubt a relevant point. But these cut 
motions, as we are accustomed to receive them, are not drafts of Bills or 
Acts. These are general expressions used for the purpose of drawing the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minivers concerned or of the Government or of the 
House to specific acts which the Opposition may or may not appro\c. 
Therefore, I think that though it may or may not be happily worded, still 
T hold that this cut motion is in order. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: My point is clear, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well , you have raised a constitutional point whether 
the Ministers are responsible for every act done by every officer. If an act 
done by an officer is not taken exception to by the Ministers — in fact 
Ministers are supposed to he responsible for the entire administration — if 
facts come to the notice of the Ministers for which the officers are responsible 
and if those acts are in the opinion of the House condemn able and if the 
Ministry does not condemn them, certainly the Ministers do assume res- 
ponsibility and the Ministry deserves condemnation of the entire House. 

1 Applause.) 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: Sir, I beg to submit further that 
there are actions of officers which fall within the Ministerial jurisdiction, 
hut officers have also to carry out the orders of His Excellency the Governor 
which do not come within the jurisdiction of the Minister and the Minister 
cannot be held responsible for such actions of officers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly not. It is only common sense that where 
there is no power, there is no responsibility. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I quite see r Sir, the underlying reason why 
an objection has been raised to the legality of this motion. Therefore I 
would like at the very outset to give notice to the Government, though it 
is not necessary, that this is a motion of censure on the Ministry and must 
he taken *as such. 
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The motion raises an issue of a momentous character. It charges the 
Ministry with having committed a grave constitutional delinquency. Before 
I deal with the many-sided evil effects of this crime I shall place a few facts 
before the House by way of establishing the charge. The psychological 
background of this criminal tendency as well as of the perpetration of the 
offence is provided by the unnatural political situation arising out of 
Bengal Ministry’s adherence to office in spite of the fact that the Ministry 
does not agree with the Government of India in the latter’s policy to 
combat the subversive movement started by rebel and unruly elements in the 
wake of the arrest of the Congress leaders in August last consequent upon 
their decision to launch a mass civil disobedience campaign to compel the 
British Government to accede to the Congress demand as embodied in the 
Working Committee resolution of August 8, 1942. The Bengal Ministry 
did not agree with the Government of India and yet pretended to carry out 
the latter’s policy instead of boldly avowing their disagreement and grace- 
fully stepping out of office. Just as one lie begets ten, this game of 
falsehood the Ministry has chosen to play with itself has been leading it to 
play similar games of falsehood right and left with all concerned. The first 
round started almost immediately after the sabotage movement commenced. 
I shall not make any but passing reference to the bold innings played b\ 
the star performer Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee as he has since relinquished 
his de facto captaincy of the team though as a member of a joint 
liability concern his acts equally bind the other members of the confederacy 
and give full support to the charge I have brought against the Ministry as 
a whole. Soon after Dr. Mookerjee’s statement in a Press Conference held 
on the 2nd September last disapproving the policy of the Government of 
India and disclaiming the Bengal Ministry’s responsibility for the arrests 
that were being made in Bengal, the Chief Minister and the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca along with Dr. Mookerjee and other Hindu Mahasabha leaders were 
signatories to a document which contained the following statement : ‘‘The 
most influential political party in a mood of utter despair, finding no ade- 
quate response to this legitimate demand, wished to change their policy of 
non-embarrassment to achieve freedom. . But before they could promulgate 
the same they were incarcerated and a policy of repression ensued.” Hold- 
ing of such views could only lead to their resignation from the Ministry. 
But such an honourable course being farthest from their thought they fell 
back upon the dangerous and preposterous alternative of disclaimer of 
responsibility for the actions of their officers. Accordingly when the 
Commissioner of Police had to take strong measures against acts of arson and 
sabotage and firing had to be resorted to, which we all regret, the Chief- 
cwm-Home Minister disclaimed responsibility, pleaded ignorance and asked 
the Secretary of the Progressive Coalition Party to collect from the public 
reports of persons killed and wounded in the firing, clearly indicating 
thereby that he placed no reliance on the reports furnished by the 
Commissioner of Police. 

The second occasion for denial of responsibility arose when later on a 
Sub-Inspector of Police was brutally murdered at Bhanga in the district of 
Faridpur by the rebel elements there. Some vague counter-allegations of 
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police zvlum were made by a section of the Ministry’s adherents and imme- 
diately after that there was a Press report that certain progressive legis- 
lators were being sent by the Chief Minister to make an investigation about 
the alleged police execesses. Although the Chief Minister in a subsequent 
statement repudiated the correctness of the Press report, as the gentlemen 
mentioned in the report actually visited the locality it is for the House to 
judge what reliance can be placed on the disclaimer of the Chief Minister. 
It is* clear that the Chief Minister was making a desperate effort to prove to 
the satisfaction of a section of his supporters that his Ministry was not 
responsible for what the police might have been doing. 

A third instance is provided by the Chief Minister’s prevarications on the 
floor of this House on the question whether he assumed responsibility for 
the arrest and detention of some prominent members of the Progressive 
Coalition Party, ciz .. Messrs. Satyapriya Banerjee, Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal 
and Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee. He was in a nice fix. To own res- 
ponsibility meant the loss of the valuable support of at least one wing of the 
Congress, if not of both. He therefore inclined towards the onh other 
alternative of denying responsibility and took shelter under nauseating 
equivocations. 

Yet a fourth instance is the Chief Minister’s irresponsible announcement 
to make an enquiry into the alleged official zulum at Mid mi pore. He made 
a futile attempt to please both sides. He applauded the officeis but 
absolutely threw them overboard when without satisfying himself that there 
was a pnma fane case against them announced that an enquiry would be 
held into their conduct. 

Sir, I have forgotten to mention that in the last session of the Assembly 
during the discussions over the distribution of A.lt.P. appointments 
initiated by the Muslim League Parliamentary Party the Chief Minister 
openly declared that injustice was done to the Muslims but maintained that 
it was all due to the conduct of a particular high official and that the 
Ministry was not responsible for what had happened, although it was the 
Ministry that gave absolute discretion to the recruiting authorities to 
appoint men of their choice by modifying the service ratio rules 1>\ the 
addition of a proviso that the communal quota had to he observed only if 
efficient and sufficient candidates from the communities concerned were 
available. Here was a most shameless instance of denial of responsibility. 

I may also refer to the grave charges levelled by Dr. Mookerjee in 
stating his reasons for resigning from the Ministry not only against the 
Governor but also against some permanent officials to the effect that in many 
important matters the Ministers were either not being taken into confidence 
or their advice was being systematically flouted. Dr. Mookerjee also dis- 
closed that he had no difference with his colleagues and we find that even 
after his resignation he and his party have been giving full support to the 
Ministers. Now, Sir, as Dr. Mookerjee’s allegations have not been contra- 
dicted or repudiated by the Ministry in spite of the Chief Minister s promise 
to make a statement on that, it follows that the Ministers are at one with 
Dr. Mooterjee in respect of these sweeping allegations. Sir, this is not all. 
31 
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The climax was reached when the Chief Minister himself towards the close 
of the last month made a solemn statement on the floor of this House to the 
effect that the Ministers were as it were sandwitched between the Governor 
on the one hand ancf the permanent officials on the other and that they were 
more or less powerless puppets in many vital matters. However much the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister may protest and prevaricate as He has occa- 
sionally done in the characteristic fashion all his own, a statement like the 
above cannot be swallowed even by his blind supporters as an avowal of 
responsibility for the actions of the permanent officials, whom he virtually 
charges with having been in a sort of conspiracy with the Governor to balk 
the Ministers. Sir, it is needless to multiply instances. I am sure there is 
not a shadow of doubt in the minds of the honourable members of this House 
that not only by his conduct but also by his utterances, innuendos and 
insinuations the Chief Minister has disclaimed responsibility for the actions 
of the permanent officials on diverse occasions. 

Before I resume my seat I would like to impress upon the House what 
harm the Ministry has been perpetrating by this preposterous policy of 
denying responsibility. The mischief is threefold. Firstly, it cuts at the 
very root of responsible Government. Disowning of responsibility is the 
very negation of responsible Government. It is the Bengal Ministry which 
by its own conduct and not so much the Governor and the permanent offi- 
cials as Dr. Mookerjee and the Chief Minister would have us believe that has 
reduced responsible Government to a farce in the province. If the tact, 
resourcefulness, moral stamina and regard for constitutional principles, if 
any, possessed by the Ministers failed to inspire the confidence and enlist 
the co-operation of the Governor on the one hand, and command the respect 
of the permanent officials on the other, the fault is certainly their own and 
in a contingency like this the only honourable course open to them was to 
quit office and not to grovel in ignominous subservience at one moment and 
indulge in empty bravado at another for the sake of their jobs and com- 
municate the poison of their infected hands and diseased tongues to the 
unwary and unprotected body politic. 

Secondly, a democratic constitution can only grow on right lines if those 
placed in charge of the administration at the formative stage have the 
sagacity, knack and statesmanship to create sound conventions and correct 
precedents. Our Ministers by crearting conventions of the kind I have 
described have been doing irreparable harm to the infant constitution and I 
am afraid if this campaign of mischief is allowed to continue the last nail 
on the coffin of the baby will have been driven. 

Thirdly, it is bound to undermine the morale of the services. Officials 
so long as they loyally and faithfully carry out the policy of the Ministry and 
do not transgress the bounds of propriety deserve every protection from the 
latter. If they lose that confidence in the Ministry which is the foundation 
of their loyalty — as they must have lost in Bengal on account of the 
Ministry’s irresponsible behaviour and utterances — it amounts to a veritable 
death-blow to efficient administration. The harm already done is incal- 
culable. If things continue like this for a little while longer the result will 
be an irretrievable administrative chaos. 
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Sir, one word more and I have done. The more you ponder over the 
light-hearted and irresponsible conduct and utterances of the Ministry the 
more you will ibe convinced of the enormity of their crime. They have 
proved false to the constitution, false to the province, false to those who 
naturally look up to them for support and last but not least false to 
generations unborn. 

Mr. SPEAKER" Before I allow you, Dr. Sanyal, to move the cut 
motion standing in your name I should like to know something from you 
and something also from the Hon’ble the Home Minister so that I may 
decide whether this cut motion should be allowed or not. The cut motion 
deals with those cases in which the advice tendered by the Council of 
Ministers has been superseded or sought to be modified by the Governor in 
regard to matters entirely within Ministerial field or within the special 
responsibility of the Governor. Now, Dr. Sanyal, I owe it to a very great 
extent to you for tjie information that Lord Linlithgow made an announce- 
ment to the effect that the Governors will seek the advice of their Ministers 
not only with regard to matters strictly within the domain of Ministerial 
responsibility but also with regard to matters regarding the special respon- 
sibility of the Governor. But so far as matters within the Ministerial 
responsibility are concerned, the Ministers will be responsible to this Legis- 
lature but the Governor Will not be responsible to this Legislature ; but if 

the Minister in charge so desires he may make an open declaration to the 

House stating that he tendered certain advice which Was not accepted bjr 
the Governor. Now, the position so far as that is concerned is quite 
clear — — 

Mr. M. 8. 8DHRAWARDY: Is that, Sir, with regard to matters 
which are Within the Ministerial responsibility when a Minister has 
tendered a certain advice and the Governor has not accepted that advice ? 

Mr. SREAKlft! No; it is with regard to the special responsibility of 
the Governor. 

Now the question that arises here in connection with this cut motion 
is this : at least the wording of this cut motion is such that if this motion 

is allowed and if it is put to vote and carried by the House, it means a 

censure on the Governor, pure and simple. Therefore, what is passing in 
my mind is this that though I can allow you to ask the Minister as to what 
advice he has tendered with reward to matters within the special respon- 
sibility of His Excellency the Governor you cannot bring it out in a cut 
motion and I cannot allow you to move it, because the effect of putting 
it to vote is to censure the Governor. I am putting it to you so that you 
may make the position clear and I want to know frorri you as to what yctti 
think to be the proper procedure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I will not at this stage enter into 
the merits of the subjects that I propose to deal with by my cut motion. 
I am nflw only dealing with the points of order as have occurred tu you, 
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Sir. As you have already ruled in connection with the previous motion 
the House and, in particular, the Opposition has, under the convention 
established by this House and by the previous Houses, the right to debate 
or to invite attention to certain specific questions of policy through token 
cut motions. Here, Sir, a very Important question of policy is proposed 
to be raised, and in that connection I want to raise two issues. The first 
issue is, as has already been ascertained in the House from time to time 
through interpellations, whether the Ministers are prepared to give the 
House a list of the cases in which the advice tendered by the Council of 
Ministers has been superseded. Therefore, my first issue is that I would 
like to have further light on this question because the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister has stated in the past that there may be two cases, ten cases or 
even 200 cases. He has simply admitted that there have been cases but 
he has refused to give me or the House the details regarding the number 
of cases or the specific cases themselves, so that my first objective is to 
elicit that information and failing that on the second issue I would like to 
censure the Ministers for having failed to give the House that information 
which I am entitled to have, because as I have read the announcement of 
His Excellency the Viceroy of the 21st June, 1937, which was read out 
to the House on the last occasion “If the Governor is unable to accept the 
advice of his Ministers, then the responsibility for his decision is his and 
his alone. In that event Ministers bear no responsibility for the decision 
and are entitled, if they so desire, publicly to state that they take no 
responsibility for that particular decision yr even that they have advised 
the Governor in the opposite sense.” So, I am only debarred from getting 
the information because of these words “if they so desire”. Now, on the 
previous occasion, Sir, you or rather your predecessor ruled that there being 
these words “if they so desire” the availability of that information to the 
House depends on the desire of the Ministers and if they do not desire 
that I can only raise that issue by an appropriate motion. So, that is the 
only issue that I propose to take up today. So far as the Governor is 
ronromod, the rules debar me from taking up any censure motion on the 
(huernor. If I have to do that, I am well aware, Sir, that I will have 
to do it in a different form. I would like to have a recall motion on the 
^Governor and pressed here if I could under the rules, but, Sir, that is 
a different issue and I cannot, I am aware, bring it within the purview 
of this motion. So that my objective is only two-fold: first, to seek to 
obtain the number of cases and the specific cases in which the Ministers’ 
advice was superseded, and secondly, if the Ministers do not desire to give 
us that information, to censure the Ministers for having failed to do their 
duty by this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have made your position quite clear with regard 
to your intention, but the wording is not quite happy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. I believe it is, Sir, because I have 
said “cases in which the advice tendered by the Council of Ministers has 
been superseded or sought to be modified by the Governor”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a discussion on the cases. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And therefore I am raising the number 
of cases and the specific character of these cases and if the cases that I 
would like to put to the House through my motion are either accepted or 
if the Hon’ble Minister chooses not to reveal any information, then, Sir, 
my decision ^o far as going to vote is concerned will depend on those 
lines. -The Governor does not come in except in a casual way as the factor 
concerned in these matters. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the Hon’ble Chief Minister got anything to savP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got nothing to say* 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the explanation of this cut motion given 
by Dr. Sanyal I think this is in order and I admit it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you, Sir. I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,29, 38, (MM) tor expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” he reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to 
raise a discussion about cases in which the ad\iee tendered bv the Council 
of Ministers has been superseded or sought to be modified by the Governor 
in regard to matters entirely within Ministerial field or within the special 
responsibility of the Governor. 

Sir. after the explanation that I have just now submitted regarding 
the matters that I propose to deal with in connection with this motion, 
there remains hardly anything for me to state by way of further speech 
before this House. Sir, we have had occasion in the past to note that 

there have been actually certain number of cases in which the advice 

tendered by the Council of Ministers has not been given effect to by the 
head of the executive in this province. Why the bead of the executive 
chose that course is entirely his concern. It might have been that in 
some eases he thought that it was in his individual judgment and not 

within the Ministerial field; it might have been that in some cases for 

reasons best known to himself he thought that as head of the executive 
he has some other responsibility to look to for which he could not act up 
to the advice tendered by the Council of Ministers. But, Sir, we feel that 
so far as the functioning of this legislature is concerned, the Council of 
Ministers are bound to disclose information of this character to the House 
not only in their own interest but also in the wider public interest of 
the country. 

Sir, we have noticed from time to time that the Hon’ble Ministers 
come to the House with assurances of various character which ultimately 
fizzle out. The assurances cannot be given effect to and we have suspected 
that in most of these cases the Ministers have decided one way but they 
have found that they were not in a position ultimately to carry out the 
assurances .given. One such case was taken up only this morning, Sir, 
the case of the Dacca Jail Enquiry Committee. I suspect, and I have 
reasons to believe and from the answer that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
haR today given that suspicion has been more or less confirmed, that the 
cause fdr the delay in the appointment of that Enquiry Committee haa 
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Hot been the indecision of the Ministers but the deliberate attempt by the 
head of the executive to stultify the attempts made by the Ministry to 
meet the public in their demand in the way that public men would do by 
appointing open Enquiry Committees. 

The other day similarly we had a frank and open statement in the 
House by the Chief Minister in respect to demands from all sections of 
this House that an enquiry through a tribunal would be instituted regard- 
ing the excesses in the district of Midnapore and even with regard to that 
matter, Sir, up till now we have not heard what actually is going to be 
done by the head of the executive, and there also I suspect that the Council 
of Ministers have tried to do their duty but the head of the executive 
probably has not seen his way to accede to the demand made by them. 

Thirdly, Sir, we had occasion to come in close contact with the prepara- 
tion of a scheme for constituting Home Guards or Village Guards or “Gram 
Rakshidal” by the Council of Ministers seeking popular support from all 
parties, and particularly from all well-organised political associations and 
parties. We were also given by the Council of Ministers at that time to 
understand that the Home Guards scheme that ultimately was drawn up 
in consultation with members of the Opposition was accepted by the 
Council of Ministers and recommended to the head of the executive for 
giving effect to it. Sir, up till today nothing has been done in regard 
to that organisation of Home Guards with popular support. W r e are 
surprised that in a matter of such vital importance to the province of Bengal 
where the enemy has not only been near the door but has practically been 
seeking to enter our door there is no real attempt made as yet to organise 
village units for maintaining order and peace and security in the various 
parts of the province with popular support. 

Fourthly, Sir, we have heard that there have been a number of 
detentions not merely of honourable members of this House but of respon- 
sible and reputed journalists and others against the advice of the Council 
of Ministers, and in particular mention was made of the names of 
Sri jut Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, Sri jut Satyapriya Banerjee and Sri jut Suresh 
Chandra Masiumdar. In connection with these three detentions the Hon'ble 
the Chief Minister, who is the Home Minister, virtually stated in terms 
and in gestures that he had ordered or advised the release of these 
estimable gentlemen, but, Sir. the executive thought otherwise. Sir, one 
of these three gentlemen, Sri jut Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, is today lying 
in a hospital at Berhampore very seriously ill. He is suffering from high 
blood pressure and heart trouble and I had a letter from home only this 
morning stating that if he is detained any longer his life may be in danger, 
And yet, Sir, we find that in spite of the Chief Minister’s and the Home 
Minister’s definite attempt that such persons should not be kept under 
detention the head of the executive or his advisers have willed otherwise. 

We have also found that in matters with regard to food situation the 
)^nd]ing of the situation has been done in a manner which leaves no doubt 
whatever that the Council of Ministers were not always consulted or even 
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when they were consulted, that consultation was held in a most perfunctory 
way and all that was necessary to get the proper advice from the Council 
of Ministers was not arranged for. 

In regard also to the collection or imposition of collective fines we have 
heard that the Council of Ministers’ policy was not the same 
as the policy that is now being enforced throughout the province. 
I am not going to multiply cases as the blue light is already on. I only 
mention that we would like to make it perfectly clear that if theh? is 
any such continued attempt on the part of the Ministers to kdep berk 
information from this Houes, then they will fail in their public duty. I 
would invite attention in this connection once more to the announcement 
made by Lord Linlithgow on the 21st June, 193T, and since this question 
was discussed here last I have consulted many eminent lawyers find they 
are all unanimous in thinking that the Council of Ministers and even 
individual Ministers have not only the right but a duty to take the House 
into their confidence in the cases in which advice tendered by them was 
not accepted. This is in their own interest and in the public interest I 
once more repeat, and I demand that the Ministers do come forward with an 
open and frank statement of the position, so that we may know what to 
do and how to deal wuth the Governor of the province later on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion No. 7 also stands in vour name. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is nobody going to move any other 
motion ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir. I fully sympathise 
with the House that it would he an infliction on the members if I go on 
making speeches one after another on various issues although these are 
vital to the province and vital to us. But, as no other member is going to 
speak at this stage I have no other alternative. 

I now beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. I 
move this to raise a discussion on the policy regarding the imposition and 
realisation of collective fines. 

Sir, in connection with a resolution moved hv Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri, the issue raised there was that collective fines should not be 
imposed except on proved participation of a particular set of inhabitants 
in regard to a particular matter which comes within the mischief of the 
Collective Fines Ordinance. I would like through this cut motion to know 
definitely the present policy of Government generally regarding the reali- 
sation of collective fines, because, Sir, we find various conflicting things 
happening. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS I On a point of order, Sir. Already 
a substantially identical motion in the shape of a resolution is under dis- 
cussion in this House — I refer to the resolution of Rai Harendra Nath 
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Chaudhuri. Dr. Sanyal spoke the other day on that resolution. I have 
heard his arguments and I am afraid that he will put forward the same 
arguments again today. I submit, Sir, that this motion is not in order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, .you can go on; I have already given you 
an opportunity to speak. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I would invite your attention and the 
attention of my honourable friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas to the word- 
ing of the resolution of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri which is as 
follows: “This Assembly is of opinion that collective fines should not be 
imposed in those areas where the offenders have been or can be traced and 
where it has not been established by evidence that the inhabitants in 
general have been harbouring the alleged offenders.” That is a very 
restricted thing and anticipating such ubiquitous attempts on the part of 
Government enthusiasts to raise points of order I have already tabled my 
cut motion in another form. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not dilate on that point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I find in regard to the imposition 
of collective fines, various different issues are raised which require clarifi- 
cation. The first issue about which I want the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
who is now asleep (laughter) to let me know 

Mr. SPEAKER: That reminds me of a story, and I believe that is 
also a fact. A certain High Court Judge used to snore when arguments 
were advanced on behalf of the parties, but at the time of delivery of the 
judgment he not only dealt with all the points raised but added new points 
and answered new points. Perhaps you can except that also from the 
Chief Minister. (Renewed laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With regard to collective fines, I 
would like clarification of the Government policy on the following points 
in particular. The first thing that I want to know is : what is the policy 
that Government would like to adopt in regard to the imposition of 
collective fines if it is proved that, the inhabitants as a whole of an area 
have nothing to do with a particular act which is considered to be an 
act coming within the mischief of the Collective Fines Ordinance. We 
have occasionally found that collective fines have been imposed for alleged 
acts which have nothing to do with the sabotage movement or with anything 
that may be considered to be of a political character. 

The second thing on which I want a clarification is this. Supposing 
that at a particular place a number of persons are actually hauled up for 
an offence and the offenders are found out and punished, should there be a 
further collective fine in that area subsequently? If the offenders are 
brought to court and punished what is the necessity of collective fines on 
the entire set of individuals or inhabitants of those areas? That is another 
issue. This has taken place at Beldanga and is likely to take place in 
another much talked of place, namely, Balurghat. , 
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The third issue on which I want clarification is that after the delegation 
of the power to levy collective fines to local officials, these officials are in a 
number of cases not proceeding bv imposing collective fines in the whole 
area and then exempting some, but they are only selecting some individuals 
for the fine without issuing notices on the others. This is the third and 
the most important issue and I want to know whether the local officials 
have been given necessary directions as regards Government policy, because 
we notice that in some cases, as in the case of Jiaganj-Ajimganj and in the 
case of Beldanga, collective fines have been imposed for the second lime 
without notification for the whole area and the levy has been through 
the selection of a few individuals who have been subjected to the Collective 
Fines Ordinance. 

Now, Sir, comes another issue, namely, that in the process of realisation 
of collective fines it has been stated that the Public Demands Recovery 
Act procedure will be adopted, but the procedure that is now being adopted, 
as was revealed in the case of Mr. Anil Kumar Chanda of Bolpur, is that 
the than a officer straightaway went with a number of armed constables, 
pulled out his furniture, took away the furniture to the thana and sold 
them. The Public Demands Recovery Act lays down certain procedure. 
At first the Certificate Officer has to issue notices on the persons who have 
to pay certain dues to Government. Time is then allowed for hearing any 
objection to those notices and also some time is allowed for paying up dues 
and there is scope for an appeal or some motion with regard to the same in 
certain cases. But, Sir, we have found in a number of cases that nothing 
like that is being done. Persons are asked to go to a particular dak 
bungalow' or a particular place given notice of by the officer concerned 
and they are asked to pay there certain amounts which are assessed. This 
is highly objectionable. 

Sir. the fourth thing on which we want to have clarification is that 
when a collective fine is imposed on an area as a whole and certain persons 
are exempted from payment, is it the policy of Government that the amount 
also gets exempted after the assessment is once made or the amount so 
exempted does come back on those unfortunate persons who are left over 
for the levy and the assessment of those persons goes on increasing and 
increasing as and when some other persons get exempted. It has 
happened, Sir, in the case of Beldanga that although certain persons were 
exempted at a later stage, the amounts so exempted were allowed to fall 
on the shoulders of persons left over to pay up the imposition. This is a 
fact which has taken place and, Sir, it is not my intention today to deal 
with the justice or otherwise, the fairness or unfairness of the imposition 
as a whole. There is this Ordinance, but in the application of that 
Ordinance various abuses are being noticed and these abuses sometime fail 
to create that impression for wffiich probably the Collective Fines Ordinance 
was introduced. 

Sir, I submit that it is not and it should not be Government’s policy to 
terrorise the people as a whole of a particular place for the fault, even 
admittedly, of a few. Again, Sir, it should not be permissible for the local 
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officers to use this engine of oppression to do certain things that they are 
not expected under the law to carry on and in so doing, I submit, the 
Government of the day is being put to hatred of the public and those who 
are responsible for such imposition of collective fines and realisation of 
fines are really acting as agents o I a foreign power creating disaffection in 
This country. It is they who are really the fifth columnists because one 
can well realise that in these hard days if a large mass of people are made 
to suffer for no fault of theirs, they would not easily sing hallelujah to the 
existing order of things. 

Sir, the last but not the least point that I want to emphasize is that I 
have got a list of persons who have been subjected to collective fines but 
who do not get even two square meals a day. They are day labourers and 
some of them are cobblers and members of Scheduled Castes who have 
hardly any earning, and even they have been subjected to collective fines. 
They have no property, no income and yet just because they have been 
inhabitants of a particular place, they have been subjected to collective 
fines. This policy ought to be revised. I submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister will please give us a complete and correct picture of the 
Government’s policy in regard particularly to the points Taised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, the next motion is also yours. I find 
you have got a lot of motions. You have taken a pretty long time in 
moving your previous two motions. So, please try to be brief and try 
to finish in one or two minutes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If there is nobody else to move now r , 
I may move mv motion. Rut I think the prayer time is up. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( A fter ad jovrn men t . ) 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion to raise a discussion on the action of Govern- 
ment in prohibiting the publication of Muslim League Enquiry Com- 
mittee’s report on the Kishoreganj firing. 

Sir, on the 19th October, 1942, a most unpleasant and tragic occurrence 
took place at a mosque in the town of Kishoreganj, a subdivisional head- 
quarters of the Mymensingh district. In the year 1941 there was a 
dispute at this particlar place over the passage of a procession with music 
before the mosque and as a result of the negotiation and conciliation it was 
agreed between the two sister communities that no procession with music 
would pass by the mosque. Last year in 1942 again attempts were made 
to take out a procession with music when the Muslims raised their voice 
of protest. The Subdivisional Officer heard both sides and decided not to 
issue the necessary permit for the procession to pass. But a certain Hindu 
Government official who was the sponsor of the movements approached the 
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District Magistrate who wired to the Subdivisional Officer sanctioning 
the issue of permit. This was in violation of an agreement mutually 
agreed upon by the two communities. The District Magistrate thus 
sowed the seed of the trouble that was unfortunately to come. On the day 
of the occurrence the procession with music attempted to pass by the 
mosque which wounded the religious feelings of the Muslims. Though 
the Muslims attempted to persuade their Hindu brethren not to be 
insistent on their intention of showing disrespect to their feelings, the 
Hindus remained adamant. At this the police intervened and tried to 
disperse the Muslims. This naturally led to a passage of words and 
then suddenly without any warning the police opened fire on innocent 
Muslims who were in the compound of the mosque. What is shocking is 
that even persons who were in the verandah of the mosque were shot at 
and wounded, and an honourable member of this House very narrowly 
escaped death. The report of this outrage created bitter feelings in the 
minds of the Muslims of this province, and as usual Mr. Fazlul Huq very 
kindly promised to institute a proper enquiry. Nothing materialised apart 
from a departmental enquiry which from the very nature of its composition 
is bound to be in favour of the Government officials. The Muslim league 
also formed a committee to enquire into the incident. It consisted of 
responsible men well known in public life. The committee visited the 
scene of occurrence and interested men of the locality, and interviewed 
them for the purpose of making a report. A purt of the report was 
published in certain newspapers but before it could be completed Govern- 
ment banned publication of the same. This action of Government has not 
only been an encroachment upon the freedom and liberty of the people but 
has given dissatisfaction to the Muslim community. Besides there is no 
justification for such action unless Government think that the report 
exposes the excesses committed by the police and other high officials. It 
is a sad commentary of the administration of the Ministry where all 
legitimate criticisms are banned and the exposure of the sins of omission 
and commission on the part of Government officials prevented by the brute 
force of governmental power. Like the State of Denmark every thing seems 
to be rotten in the policy and administration of the present Government 
and the sooner it is put a stop to the better it is for the freedom-loving 
people of Bengal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Israil, you have got two motions standing in 
your name, Nos. 15 and 16, one of which is analogous to the motion just 
now moved by Nawabzada K. Nasarullah. If you want you can move both 
the motions but you will please make one speech on both, and not try to 
repeat what has already been stated by Nawabzada Nasarullah. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I will move both the motions and 
make one speech. But, Sir, I want some more time because Nawabzada 
Nasarullah is not fully aware of all the facts of the case, and has not dis- 
closed many important points relating to the shooting affair. 

Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure 
under th£ head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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I move this motion to raise a discussion on the arbitrary order of the 
District Magistrate, Mymensingh, Mr. S. Banerjee, i.c.s., for a procession 
with music before the Puran Thana Mosque at Kishoreganj disregarding 
an agreement to the contrary. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the firing upon 
peaceful and unarmed Muslims within the Puran Thana Mosque at Kishore- 
ganj on the 19th October, 1942, by the order of the local officials. 

Sir, before I begin my speech I want to give a short history of the 
incident that took place at Kishoreganj. There is a time-honoured custom 
in Kishoreganj that music of all kinds are stopped before mosques. In all 
the licences granted up till now at Kishoreganj for taking out processions 
with music the condition of stopping music before mosques is uniformly and 
invariably present as has been found on examination of the copies of these 
licences before Mr. Kshitish Chandra Barman, the licensee of this year, and 
other representative and respectable Hindu and Muslim leaders in the 
presence of the Subdivisional Officer and the Circle Inspector of Police. 
On the 19th October, 1942, at 10 a.m., some hours before the unfortunate 
occurrence took place, copies of the licences were produced on the insistent 
demand of Babu Kshitish Chandra Barman by the Circle Inspector of 
Police. Babu Kshitish Chandra Barman, previously a Sub-Deputy 
Collector now promoted to the rank of a Deputy Magistrate, at present 
posted at Dinajpur as a Special Officer of Santhals, erected a new pucca 
house to the east of the Puran Thana Mosque some 3 years back. His new 
house is bordering on the river Narsinda, and he began Durga Puja 
probably on his promotion first in the year 1940. Balm S. C. Barman’s 
house, another licensee of this year, is also quite close to the Narsunda 
river on the south, and his images were many a time immersed in the 
Narsunda river and images of many others were also similarly immersed 
in the Narsunda river. Lately the Hindus of the town abandoned the 
practice of immersing their images in the Narsunda river but all the images 
are collected near a big tank at Rathkhola and immersed there. 

Tn 1941 Babu Kshitish Chandra Barman, Deputy Magistrate, and Babu 
Sudhir Chandra Barman, b.l., got two licences for immersion procession 
wherein it was clearly laid down that music must be stopped before the 
mosque. Babu Sudhir Chandra Barman passed his procession before the 
mosque without music while Babu K. C. Barman, being a Government 
servant, passed the procession with music in contravention of the express 
condition of the licence and even at the protest of the local Muslims. The 
Muslims who were very much agitated were pacified and they were advised 
to approach the local authorities for redress, instead of having recourse to 
violence. Accordingly petitions were filed before the Subdivisional Officer 
Mr. S. Sen, i.c.s., and the Subdivisional Police Officer Mr. Sadulla, i.f., 
and Kshitish Babu expressed his deep regret for the playing of music before 
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the mosque which according to him was wholly unintentional and under- 
took not to renew it in future, and lie also apologised before the local 
Muslims in front of the mosque. 

Here I want to show the agreement that he made before the Subdi vi- 
sional Officer. I want to read the relevant portion of it. “In enclosing 
herewith a petition I am to request you” — the petition has been sent to 
me — “to inform the petitioner that the matter has been investigated into 
by the Subdivisional Officer and discussed between him and the gentlemen 
of both communities. The act was unintentional and if any offence was 
given however unknowingly and unintentionally, the gentleman concerned 
regretted it and it was also decided to see that no such occurrence takes 

place in future.” This is the letter addressed to me in reply to a petition 

that was submitted by the local Muslims to the then Subdivisional Officer, 
Mr. S. Sen, i.c.s. 

Sir, Khitish Babu on a permission for leaving the station, arrived at 
Kishoreganj during the Pujas in 1942. He applied for a licence for 
procession with music before the present Subdivisional Officer. The 
Subdivisional Officer on getting police report granted him a licence without 

music before mosque on 15th October, 1942. Khitish Babu wrote a private 

letter to the Subdivisional Officer on 18th October, 1942, demanding a 
licence with non-stop music as the stoppage of music at any time would 
wound the feeling of the Hindus. The Muslim leaders referred to bis 
agreement last year and the custom and the letters of the Subdivisional 
Officer and Subdivisional Police Officer referring to his agreement mere 
produced before the Subdivisional Officer in his presence and other local 
Hindu and Muslim leaders. On this the Subdivisional Officer decided to 
stick to his decision — that was at 1 p.m. on 19th October, 1943, that is, 
the day of' occurrence. Khitish Babu’s men wired to Mr. S. Banerjee, i.c.s., 
the then District Magistrate, for allowing them to take procession with 
music. The District Magistrate wired to the Subdivisional Officer asking 
him to allow procession with music before mosque outside prayers. Here 
I may inform the members of the House that there is no intervening time 
between two compulsory prayer hours. On this the Subdivisional Officer 
wired to the District Magistrate soliciting instruction in view of the previous 
agreement to the contrary and myself and Shah Abdul Hamid, a member 
of this House, sent similar wires to him requesting him to reconsider his 
decision in view of previous agreement on the matter. Our wire was never 
attended to and the Subdivisional Officer was asked by another wire to 
execute his previous order without further reference and questioning because 
there was sufficient police force at Kishoreganj. The Subdivisional Officer 
then ordered for the passage of the procession and fixed 8-30 p.m. on the 
19th October as the time for the passing of the procession before the mosque. 

In view* of the circumstances narrated above the members of this House 
will probably agree with me that the Muslims had no time or reason for 
making any pre-concerted attempts for obstructing the processionists. The 
procession started from the house of the tw r o licensees already mentioned 
and on tlfe approach of the processions towards the mosque the local Muslims 



492 DEMAND FOR GRANT. [23rd Mar., 

began to collect in the lawn of the Islamia Hostel compound before the 
mosque and their number did not exceed four to five hundred. All the 
Muslims assembled were entreating the processionists and the licensees tc 
stop music before the mosque— the processions were passing by a district 
board road and the Muslims were standing in the hostel lawn intercepted 
by a municipal drain — from the district board road, and the police forces 
with lathis were between the processionists and the Muslims. As the 
Muslims wanted to make entreaties to the processionists, they were beaten 
back by a severe lathi charge and almost all of them had to take shelter 
in the mosque and nearabout the minaret and after this lathi charge it is 
reported that there were some brick-bats thrown on the police — though 
there has not been the slightest injury to any of the police or other officials 
and the processionists and not a single injury could be shown to the District 
Magistrate, Deputy Inspector-General of Police, the Superintendent of 
Police and Additional Superintendent of Police, who arrived at the spot at 
11 a.m. on 20th October, 1042, that is, on the day following. Immediately 
after this lathi charge fire was opened on the Muslims inside the mosque 
on the order of the Subdivisional Officer resulting in two instantaneous 
deaths within the mosque and two expired iii hospital within two or three 
hours, and fifteen injured within the mosque and the mosque and the 
minaret have been mutilated in many places by bullet marks. There 
were 10 shots fired in all. The officials took no steps in removing 
these dead and injured to the hospital and we had to do every- 
thing in that connection. 

Wires were sent to the Private Secretary to His Excellency the 

Governor ; the Premier, Mr. Suhrawardy, Sir Nazimuddin, the Orient 

Press, the Azad, the Moral nr/ News and other Muslim leaders, but all these 
wires were withheld on the instructions of the local officials by the postal 

authorities and these items of news were not allowed to be published in any 

newspaper unless they were approved by the Subdivisional Officer, the local 
Press Adviser who for his own interest did not want the publication of 
any news and hence did not approve of any of these news. The accused 
in this way was given the task of a judge. Wires were sent to the Premier 
and to all the Muslim Ministers by Khan Sahib Nurul Amin and Muhammad 
Abdul Monem Khan apprising them of these unfortunate incidents. 
Maulvi Shamsul Huda, m.l.a., belonging to the Coalition Party, also sent 
a similar wire to the Premier. The Premier in a letter to Maulvi Shah A. 
Hamid, m.l.a., promised an immediate enquiry by the Commissioner of 
the Dacca Division and subsequently by a non-official body, but neither of 
these was fulfilled. The letter of the Chief Minister was addressed to 
Shah Abdul Hamid,, a member of the Coalition Party, who belonged to 
Kishoreganj and in whose constituency the unfortunate incident took 
place. The letter is dated the 24th November, 1942. It runs thus: “I 
have received a statement of fact from Maulvi Abdul Monem Khan which 
has helped me a good deal in appreciating the Muslim point of view and 
which has also been ably put forward by you. I have my suspicion that 
the whole thing had been due to the bungling of some officials whom I 
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need not mention. I have already asked the Chief Secretary to write to the 
Commissioner of the Dacca Division to proceed at once to Kishoreganj to 
enquire into the relevant facts. Meanwhile we are awaiting the full report 
from the District Magistrate. Before we can decide upon a non-official 
enquiry we must have the statement of facts by the District Magistrate as 
also by the Commissioner of the Division. This has always been the 
practice, as you know, and I think it is a sound practice also, that if the 
report of the local officials show that there were other facts to be investi- 
gated, a case would certainly be made out for a non-official enquiry but 
we cannot order a non-official enquiry at once before the local version is 
heard. In this case you will have to focus your attention on the following 
points — whether there was any settlement between the Muslims and the 
Hindus over this very question last year, etc.” Then he goes on to say: 
“I need hardly say that my feelings in this matter are no less acute than 
any of my Muslim friends in spite of the fact that I am represented as 
being almost a convert to the Hindu Mahasabha. My friends and enemies 
may well recollect all these things.” Lastly he says: “There is another 
point of enquiry which is also important, viz., whether it is a fact that the 
District Magistrate was apprised of the fact that there was a settlement 
last year which practically put an end to the controversy”. 

Now, Sir, this was the letter signed by the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq and handed over to Mr. A. H. Hamid, m.l.a., of Kishoreganj. But 
this House will be amazed to hear that we — myself and Mr. Abdul Hamid 
Shah — met the Commissioner, Dacca Division, in the dak bungalow on the 
29th October and by the way I enquired whether he was going to make an 
enquiry. He said: “I have not been asked to hold an enquiry. I have 
just been asked to come and mix up with the local people and have their 
views of the occurrence.” Just now the Chief Minister says one thing at 
one time and another thing in the next moment. That is by the way. 

Now the Chief Minister himself went to Kishoregunj on 30th November, 
1942, visited the mosque and saw the bullet marks on the mosque and the 
minaret adjacent thereto; and though he was pressed by the people to let 
them know what steps he was taking to give them redress he did not open 
his mouth and I myself placed before him the demands of the local Muslims 
in this connection in writing and handed them over to him. In the 
presence of local leading Muslims he promised redress, but nothing has 
been done up till now. The Muslim League Enquiry Committee presided 
over by no less a person than Sir Nazimuddin made a detailed enquiry in 
the matter and submitted a report, but it was not allowed to be published 
in the press on the alleged plea of sub judice and the Chief Minister’s 
statement also in the Council about this incident was not allowed to be 
published in the press. Then a case was started against the injured under 
sections 143 and 148 and charge-sheet submitted, which however had to be 
withdrawn by Government on 22nd January, 1943, i.e. t one day before the 
Muslim League Conference at Kishoreganj, as there was no substance in 
the case. A sanction under section 197, Cr. P. C., had been asked for for 
prosecuting the delinquent officers *but up till now Government has not 
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given the necessary sanction. The Chief Minister, in answer to a question 
of mine, the other day said that he was awaiting reply of his law officers. 

I do not know whether he has by this time got the reply of his law officers. 
Sir, in this case, even the little finger of Government has not been moved 
against the officer who was responsible for this unhappy incident. I want 
a categorical reply from the Hon’ble Minister about the sanction and about 
the compensation to be paid to the mosque for its mutilation and to the 
heirs of the killed and also to the injured. 

Here I want to bring only one point to the notice of the House. This 
is a certified copy of the information lodged by the Subdivisional Officer 
Khan Sahib Saadat Husain Chaudhuri for the case under sections 143 and 
148. In that he also admits that though there were some brickbats accord- 
ing to him he goes on to say “I was also hit with brickbats on the head, but 
I was not injured.” This also shows that there was no injury to the pro- 
cessionists and other people and the firing was wholly unjustified and 
Government is sitting tight on the matter. They did not take any action 
against the officers and did not even allow us to take any action against 
these officers by prosecuting them according to law. We have already 
given notice of prosecution and I have brought a copy of the prosecution 
notice. So, I hope that the llon’ble Chief Minister will in reply make a 
statement of the policy and tell us whether he will give compensation to 
the mosque and also to the heirs of the killed and the injured people 
themselves and also whether he will give the sanction necessary for this 
purpose. 

With these words, Sir, 1 move my cut motions for the acceptance of 
the House. 

(l)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal rose to speak and there were murmurs from 
the European benches.) 

D-r. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I appreciate the applause or 
murmur from the European Group when I rise to move my third important 
cut motion this evening. I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. The object of this motion is to raise a discussion on the 
failure to give effect to tlie scheme for reorganisation of the “Home Guards” 
for the rural areas in Bengal, so as to make the same representative of 
popular organisations and parties. 

Sir, the House has already learnt that there was a scheme for Home 
Guards formulated by the Council of Ministers in consultation with public 
organisations and political parties, which scheme has unfortunately not been 
given effect to by the head of the executive so far. I submit, Sir, that in 
so refusing to act up to the advice of the Council of Ministers a serious 
situation has been created in the country. And, Sir, at a time when a 
relentless enemy is not only at our doors but is seeking to enter the sacred 
province of Bengal it is nothing short of callous and criminal negligence. 
I submit, Sir, that as early as April last year when the denial policy was 
first adumbrated the head of the executive sent for a few representative 
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party leaders to have a discussion with them regarding 1 various issues that 
may be confronted with. One of the issues was how to maintain peace and 
tranquillity in the province in the difficult situation that w r as likely to 
happen. 

Sir, in that connection, we of the Congress party made it quite clear 
that if it falls to our lot to protect our hearth and home the Congress party 
will not shirk their responsibility as free men and will undertake any 
amount of privations and sufferings to provide adequate protection to our 
villages and to others. Sir, three months elapsed thereafter, but nothing 
definite was done and in the meantime certain usual methods were adopted 
to nominate a few persons of questionable political influence to organise the 
village guards. The civic guards were organised in cities and the term 

‘‘Home Guards” was given to village guards or aK Clflef 

Minister thought is necessary to style them. We felt that it was a very 
wrong approach by the Government and some of us, not merely on the 
invitation of Government but also because we felt the necessity and urgency 
of securing proper protection to our villages, volunteered our advice to 
some of the Hon'ble Ministers concerned, and a result thereof some of the 
Ministers had prolonged consultation not only with the leader of the 
Congress Parliamentary Party here but also with the President of the Indian 
National Congress Maulana Abul Kalam Azad himself. And although the 
Congress had great hesitation as an all-India organisation in coming into 
the picture in which the Congress might be involved in the so-called war 
effort of this province, yet, Sir, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in his wisdom 
thought that, in view of the very special circumstances of Bengal, 
Congressmen in Bengal ought to take the responsibility for providing 
adequate protection to the villages of Bengal in this difficult hour. 

After that, Sir, series of Consultations were held and schemes were 
drawn up, the general outline of which was that the Minister for Civil 
Defence should be ultimately t he responsible head, the responsible person 
in the Cabinet, to take charge of the Department of Home Guards, associated 
with whom should be a Council of Advisors composed of persons taken from 
the major political parties in this province. It was decided at that time 
that major political parties would come and sink their political differences 
so far as this problem was concerned and wholeheartedly co-operate in this 
supreme task. It was stated in that scheme, Sir, that corresponding to the 
Central Council of Advisors there would he local Advisory Committees whose 
powers should be defined to extend very largely to the whole field of civil 
defence including the normal work of Village Guards. It was thus proposed 
that every district should have local committees composed of non-officials — 
composed not of non-officials casually selected but representatives of various 
influential political parties in the areas, and corresponding to that again 
in the subdivisions and union boards similar committees should be com- 
posed. It was laid down in that scheme that the selection of personnel 
of the volunteers, the volunteers' captains and adjutants should be on the 
recommendation of such Council of Advisors proposed in the respective 
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areas. We were given to understand that the scheme wa9 going to be 
adopted and certain appointments were also made. It was agreed, Sir, 
that so far as the responsibility tor maintaining law and order in this 
province was concerned, the police work would not be interfered with. 
We were prepared to admit that for any emergency the Home Guards in 
the rural areas would work in direct co-operation with the local Thana 
Officer or the official head whoever he may be. And in spite of the fact 
that we went a very long way to concede that everything possible should be 
done in the difficult circumstances of this province to enlist public co-opera* 
tion fully under an organisation that would evoke public sympathy and 
support, nothing was done and nothing was allowed to be done for motives 
which it is very difficult for us to understand. 

# Sir, I seek to raise a discussion on this issue because I feel that even 
now it is not too late to mend and I feel that the powers that be would 
yet find out their folly and the Hon’ble Ministers would be in a position 
to assert themselves in the organisation of a suitable Home Guard for the 
rural areas of this province enlisting the sympathy of all parties including 
the Congress, the Muslim League, the Progressive Coalitionists, the 
Europeans if they would like to help, and the Scheduled Castes. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Es. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Adminis- 
tration” be reduced by Es. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on the manner in which 
the Collector of Bankura made use of the Defence of India Rules to persecute 
certain members of the Bankura District Board including a member of this 
House in connection with the District Boafd's Chairman’s removal affair; 
and the desirability on the part of the Government to take adequate notice 
of the Collector’s conduct. 

Sir, this is a case of typical highhandedness of the District Officers in 
the countryside. Sir, you will be surprised to hear that this is just like 
a tempest in a tea-pot. The District Officer, Mr. F. Abdul Karim, a 
member of the Indian Civil Service, showed his overzealousness in the matter 
of Mr. Siddique, the Chairman of the District Board against whom notice 
of no-confidence and removal from office was tabled. Sir, we could have 
understood the District Magistrate if he had taken any legitimate interest 
in the affairs of the District Board, but he made it a personal matter and 
there was no point whatsoever why the District Magistrate should be. so 
overzealous in respect of a chairman who had continually been showing 
neglect of duty. Now, the members of the District Board tabled a motion 
of no-confidence in the Chairman and the District Magistrate asked the 
Subdivisional Officer to go from door to door to persuade the members not 
to vote against thia gentleman. When persuasion failed, he showed threats, 
as is the general practice with these District Magistrates in the countryside 
where they are all in all. Threats failing, he ordered the arrest of four 
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persons of the District Roard, and one of them, Mr. Manindra Bhusan Sinha, 
is a member of this House and was the Cliairman of the District Board for a 
long time. Along with this gentleman, three other gentlemen, namely, 
Mr. Benoy Kumar Roy, Vice-Chairman, Mr. Narenclra Krishna Bose and 
Mr. Phani Bhusan Chatterjee, were arrested on the 26th October. Barring 
the Vice-Chairman, they were all sent to Midnapore for detention under 
the all-embracing and all-pervading Defence of India Rules. The Defence 
of India Rules are not certainly to be applied in cases of this character. 
This is an extraordinary war measuie and should be applied only in 
extraordinary cases, but district officers often apply this measure in ordinary 
cases also when it suits them to gain their ends. 

Now, Sir, when this matter came up to Government, they reviewed the 
cases and found no justification whatsoever in keeping these three gentlemen 
under detention and on the 21st November they w*ere released. 

Sir, the overzealous District Magistrate was not satisfied with this and so 
he again re-arrested these gentlemen after a week. Mr. Manindra Bhushan 
Sinha, m.l.a., was again taken in custody and brought from his village home 
at Bhadul to the district headquarters of Bankura. Then he was again 
sent to Imjat and when there was a discussion with the District Magistrate, 
the Distiict Magistrate told Mr. Sinha that he could not tolerate the order 
of Government setting him flee, as it involved loss of prestige of District 
Officers. 

Sir, I must frankly submit that ever since the last Ministry came into 
power, there has been this sort of mentality in the countryside amongst 
Government officers, particularly district officers and their subordinates. 
They feel that they must have their own way and I must say that they were 
given indulgence in this respect by the previous Ministry. 

Sir, we know the conditions in the countryside. Collective fines have 
been imposed in many places. Police have been let loose and they are 
never controlled by Government. That is the situation which has been 
created some time ago. If a true picture of the countryside is to be given, 
then one must say that life under the British Administration has become 
intolerable. If the people could leave those places, they would have done 
so forthwith, but that is not possible. 

Sir, I was today surprised to listen to the speech of Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan. I should say that it was blood-curdling. Their leaders have shown 
their own mentality. They are trying to come into power. I do not know 
what will happen when they come into power if ever they do so. He was 
very uncharitable when discussing about the activities of the Congress. . 

Sir, the Government try to suppress the CongTess organisation and their 
activities because the Congress demand freedom for the people of this 
country : Government have put Mahatma Gandhi in jail because he as the 
leader of the Congress and of India as a whole has placed the case of Indian 
freedom ably and forcefully not only before the British Government but 
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before the whole world. The Government of this country do not care for 
the welfare of this country: the Government of this country want to keep 
this unfortunate land of ours in perpetual bondage. It is for that reason 
that they want to crush the Congress, it is for that reason that they want 
to clap in jail all the leaders of India who are in the Congress organisation. 
Sir, we have noticed not only now but for years past that whenever there 
has been any freedom movement in the country, that movement has been 
sought to be crushed by the Government with an iron hand. We 
know what is the position today in Midnapore. We know 
also why in spite of the promise of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to institute 
an enquiry into the alleged excesses committed by the civil and military 
agents of Government in Midnapore that committee of enquiry has not yet 
been set up. We know very well who are behind all these things. We 
know what excesses are committed by the District Officers and by the Police 
at the instigation of the persons who are really at the head of the Govern- 
ment to crush any movement that is started for the freedom of the country. 
The case of Midnapore may be a typical one in Bengal but it is not 
Midnapore alone which has suffered. Whenever there is a strong agitation 
in any part of the province, that agitation is sought to be crushed with a 
strong hand. 

Sir, the whole nation has been unarmed but even if the unarmed people 
take part in any demonstration against the oppressive Government, even 
though that demonstration be peaceful, horrible excesses are committed by 
Government to suppress even a peaceful and non-violent movement. And 
what is more, if on account of the terrible oppression of Government people 
are goaded to take to any retaliatory measure against the oppressor, at once 
the whole engine of governmental machinery comes down upon them with 
such ruthless oppression as words would fail to describe. And this mighty 
British Government in India do not feel ashamed to carry on violent 
repression upon a totally unarmed and non-violent people. 

Then, Sir, we find that much capital is sought to be made ot the present 
relationship between the Ministry on the one hand and the Governor and 
the permanent officials on the other, and it has been suggested that it is the 
duty of the Ministry to support whatever action has been taken by Govern- 
ment officials, no matter whether they had given their previous consent to 
such action. I think we should all hang down our head in shame when 
we find our own countrymen seeking to make some political capital out of 
the present strained relationship between the Ministry and the subordinate 
officials of Government. Sir, it has been said by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
that we have a responsible Government in our province. But is the 
Gorvernment really responsible? Does it realise the responsibility? A 
responsible Government is a Government of the people, for the people and 
by the people. A responsible Government is one which must submit itself 
to public opinion. But, Sir, here in Bengal the position is quite different. 
Here, a responsible Government is not one which is amenable to public 
opinion but one which always, according to the views expressed by my 
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friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, meekly submits itself to the excesses com- 
mitted by the permanent officials of Government who are the real masters 
of the land. I shudder to think how a countryman of ours can think in tjiat 
way. I should think that the attitude taken by the present Ministry that 
it would not support any and every act of omission and commission of the 
permanent officials is commendable although I do not consider that the 
present Government has done what can be expected of a popular Government. 
But we must give the Government its due and we must admit that the 
Government has never supported such actions taken by the Governor and 
the permanent officials which go against the real interests of the people of 
the land. Now, Sir, I shall cite one instance of the highhandedness of a 
district official, and here I again refer to the unfortunate district of Midna- 
pore. You are well aware, Sir, as to how Mr Khan, the District Magistrate 
of Midnapore, has been censured by the highest judiciary in the land, I 
mean, the Calcutta High Court, for the highhandedness committed by him 
in the discharge of his official duties. But what has been the result of the 
strictures passed on him by the High Court? By this time, Sir, this 
zabardast officer should have been removed from his position as the District 
Magistrate of Midnapore, but we know why nothing has been done. Sir, 
it has been proved beyond all shadow of doubt that this overzealous officer 
has done things which cannot be justified on any account. Instead of 
punishing this irresponsible and highhanded officer, he has been allowed to 
carry on oppression unchecked 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Rather, he is going to be promoted for 
his highhanded actions in Midnapore to a high office in Calcutta. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I)r. Kanyal says that this officer, instead of being 
punished is going to be promoted for his highhanded actions in Midnapore. 
We know, Sir, whenever an officer has acted against the interests of the 
people with an eye to promoting the interests of the white rulers of this 
country, he has invariably been in the good books of the Governor and of 
the highly placed permanent officials. And the result of that is that he 
earns a promotion. Sir, this reminds me of the rule of the Great Moghuls 
of Delhi. When they rose to the height of their glory during the reign of 
emperor Aurangzeb, the fall of the Moghul rule began as a result of suspi- 
cion of and tyranny on the people of the country. Sir, the British Empire 
is on the pinnacle of glory today, but I am afraid the ruthless oppression 
on the people and the mistrust and suspicion of the people and the over- 
zealousness of its members may bring about that fall, but if they do not, 
certainly the prestige and the honour of the British Government will not 
be enhanced by such actions. 

Of- NAL1NAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

X move this motion, Sir, to raise a discussion on the maladministration 
of the Board of Revenue and the grievances of the public in regard thereto. 



»© DEMAND FOR GRANT. [23rd Mar., 

Unlike my previous motions, in which questions of policy were raised, Sir, 
here I rise to propose this token cut as a protest against the Revenue 
administration of this province. It is not of the character of a censure 
motion but it is a motion to criticize the administration of Government. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the regulations creating the offices of the Board of 
Revenue, the Commissioners and the Collectors and their history would 
indicate that these estimable persons are required to administer law and 
justice in revenue matters but they are now being saddled with more and 
more duties in connection with the Sales Tax, Excise Tax, Land Revenue 
Settlement and other things, and as the duties of these officers are multiply- 
ing, the administration of justice is deteriorating and these officers are 
making themselves more and more scarce. While members of the public 
are being confronted with special and peculiar problems, and they are 
coming up to these officials, more and more stringent methods are being 
evoked by the officials to avoid approach, to avoid hearing, to avoid the time 
and trouble of looking up and interpreting the law. The result is that a 
peculiar system has been or is being developed under which the only thing 
noticeable is that the officers are trying to minimise their work, whatever 
may be the injustice, whatever the inconvenience that may be caused to the 
public, to those who pay the taxes that maintain these highly paid officers in 
their office. I may mention one concrete case which will go to show how very 
hopeless the administration of the Revenue Board has become of late. If 
a person puts in a petition of appeal or motion to the Board of Revenue — 
the highest Revenue Court of Appeal, the person has to go to the Board 
along with a lawyer whom he has paid with a petition duly stamped for 
which he has to pay to the Government for the hearing and adjudication 
of the problem and of the order against which he has petitioned. What 
happens is that the petitioner and the lawyer cannot find the Member of the 
Board of Revenue sitting in an open court for the public to approach. He 
is tucked up somewhere in a well-sequestered, well-furnished, absolutely 
quiet room in the upper storey of the Writers’ Buildings. The petitioner 
and the lawyer after cooling their heels in a dingy room on the ground 
floor and after several steps to and fro for a considerable lapse of time are 
ushered into the room of the Member of the Board of Revenue. Then the 
petitioner and the lawyer are laconically told that under the rules which 
no statute but only he or his predecessors have framed, the petitioner with 
the lawyer must go to another room on the back side of the building where 
the keeper of the Board of Revenue’s not only conscience but the intelligence, 
nay the More-house of the legal lore, sits, namely, the Sheristadar. “The 
Hon’ble Member of the Board of Revenue”, the unfortunate people who pay 
taxes are cryptically told, “does not receive petitions direct”. After having* 
duly filed the petition before the keeper of conscience — a ministerial officeT, 
the unfortunate people are left to speculate on the fate of the stages and 
periods of gestation the petition must go through. It may be noted that 
like th§ Civil or Criminal Procedure Code the mighty Revenue authorities 
up to date have evolved no Revenue Procedure Code which ordinary mortals 
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can understand and go by. The convention well-established however is that 
the Sheristadar puts up what is termed in official parlance a note. How 
the note develops I would not like to discuss. The party is not expected to 
know anything about it in theory ; whether in practice he does know or if so 
how I would not like to discuss for the present. The “note” proceeds to 
the Honourble Member. The Honourble Member in a large majority of 
cases gives the party no hearing and the case is what they say “disposed of”. 
The bewildered party runs about to present his point o£ view, his lawyers 
sneak about “to have a hearing” but no hearing, no interpretation can stand 
any chance against the “note” that has been put up. Sir, in this way the 
Honourable Member gives his final decision one day and the unfortunate 
petitioner who has paid his fees to the lawyer and has paid stamp duty 
remains completely in the dark as to how things have shaped. Now the 
standard thus set by the highest Revenue Authority is followed by all the 
subordinates of the bigger categories. The Presidency Divisional Com- 
missioner has, it is understood, issued a notice to all the Collectors under 
him that all appeals must be discouraged and in case any appeal is pressed 
heavy costs are advised to be imposed on the party on rejection of the appeal. 
This goes on right to the bottom. The Collector, 24-Parganas, has recently 
thought it necessary to stop even the pay of all the Courts of Wards 
Managers under him. There are no proceedings against them. There is 
no actual suspension order against them, but on the advice of the Court of 
Wards-Deputy Collector he thought fit to issue a firman that their pay 
must be stopped. This kind of administration is going on from top to 
bottom and it is so hopeless and rotten that something must be done to find 
out a proper remedy. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to 
raise a discussion on the failure of Government to introduce legislation 
extending the Calcutta Improvement Trust to Howrah. 

Sir, the need for an Improvement Trust in Howrah which could do 
something to bring about improvement in living conditions in a crowded 
industrial area which has become notorious for its insanitary bustees has 
long been recognised. Since 1916 there have been innumerable conferences 
under Government auspices to consider the question of extending the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust to Howrah, but until 1939 no final settlement 
was reached, owing mainly to lack of agreement on the question of finance. 
In September, 1939, howeveT, a conference was held under the Chairman- 
ship of the then Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-Government, the Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca. An agreement, it is understood, was reached upon the 
financial and administrative arrangement with regard to the extension of 
the Improvement Trust to Howrah. As a result of that agreement Howrah 
Municipality has from the 1st April, 1940, increased their consolidated rates 
by 2J per cent, in order to meet their share of the expenses of the Trust. 
It was understood that Government would introduce legislation immediately 
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giving effect to the agreement. Although Howrah Municipality have 
continued to levy at the increased rate on the rate-payers of Howrah, 
Government have so far failed to introduce the necessary legislation. In 
March, 1941, eighteen months after the conference, the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge stated in reply to a question in this House that the recommenda- 
tions of the conference had been considered by Government in consultation 
with the trustees of the Improvement Trust and the Commissioners of the 
Howrah Municipality and that steps were being taken to introduce the 
necessary legislation as early as possible. In January, 1943, the present 
Minister for Local Self-Government, the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 
is reported to have said at a public meeting in Howrah that steps were being 
taken for the early publication of the legislation for extension of the 
Improvement Trust to Howrah. This is the 23rd March, and we are still 
waiting for the publication of the Bill. The Bill was, we understand, 
drafted at least two years ago. Since then we presume it has been passing 
from officer to officer with suitable intervals for rest. The file must by now 
have attained truly noble proportions. We do not wish to attach particular 
blame to the present Hon’ble Minister in charge. The fault is shared by 
the previous Ministry, but it is an unfortunate fact that the legislative 
plans of the Local Self-Government Department seldom seem to come to 
fruition. Our apprehension is that although an agreed solution of the 
problem was reached in 1939, the opportunity' to give this agreement 
concrete form is in danger of being lost owing to the failure of Government 
to introduce the necessary legislation. The legislation is not controversial. 
It has the support of all sections of the public, and we see no reason why 
it should be postponed owing to war conditions. We quite appreciate that 
it may not be possible to take up ambitious improvement scheme during 
war-time, but we consider that the necessary legislation should be considered 
and passed immediately, so that plans and preparations for improvement 
schemes to be carried out after the war can be made. Moreover further 
delay may mean that the settlement reached will be in danger and that 
the whole question will have to be re-examined again after the war. 
Furthermore we would point out that the ratepayers of Howrah who have 
been paying the additional rate of 2J per cent, since April, 1940, have 
a very real grievance against Government. The increased rate forms part 
of the general revenues of the Municipality, and if there is further delay 
it may be found that the money which has been collected in this way is 
not available for the purposes of the Improvement Trust. We ask Govern- 
ment to declare definitely when the proposed legislation will be introduced 
and considered by the Legislature. If it is not considered possible to 
introduce the legislation in this House during the current session, then we 
would suggest that it should be introduced in and considered by the Council 
during the present session. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by a sum of Rs. 100. I beg to rpove this 
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motion in order to raise a discussion on the irregularities in the attendance 
of Commissioners, District Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers at their 
respective offices and courts. 

Sir, I fully realise that coming down from the high pedestal of the 
constitutional issue raised in my first motion regarding the interference of 
the highest executive in the decisions or recommendations of the Council 
of Ministers, this would look like a bathos. But, Sir, criticising as we do 
the administration in all its aspects in the budget debate I cannot but draw 
attention to these serious matters of administration in which the public 
of Bengal are put to great inconveniences in various parts of the province. 
Sir, it has come to our notice that most of the Commissioners and almost 
all the District Magistrates and almost everyone of the Subdivisional Officers 
today are failing in their duty to attend their respective courts in time, 
and to permit the public to approach them in the courts where alone there 
can be a definite and public access to such officials. 

Taking two instances, Sir, I have found on definite enquiry myself 
that the Divisional Commissioner, Presidency Division, never attends his 
office and the District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas never attends his 
court. And what happens? The result is that the public who have to 
approach them either by themselves or through lawyers have to go there 
through a few selected favourites of theirs who can approach them at all 
odd hours at their houses, or through the bearers, the highly robed bearers 
in their respective places who stand as a barrier and who have got to be 
pleased before access can be had at the respective houses. Sir, I have seen 
the plight of one estimable advocate of the High Court loitering in the 
grounds of the District Magistrate’s house at Alipore. ' He wanted to move 
a bail application in the afternoon, and, Sir, he had to wait for four long 
hours under the cool shed (laughter), of course there was no Sun, under a 
tree, because there was no proper place to wait even, and after having 
waited for so long a period he got a few minutes’ interview and he was 
asked again to come the following day. Sir, time has come for Govern- 
ment to take this matter up seriously. 

I understand that there was a time when some District Magistrates, 
like the District Magistrate of Midnapore, were allowed to hold their offices 
in their houses because of alleged terrorist activities, but, Sir, that time 
has long gone and it is only fair now that the public should have a proper 
opportunity to meet the officials of the District in their courts. I only 
submit, Sir, that if Government find that some additional work is being 
devolved upon these officials which prevent them from attending to their 
court duties properly, then they should make proper arrangements for 
appointing other officers, so that the public can get access to such officers 
in their courts and that these may have complete powers like the District 
Magistrates and the Commissioners to deal with matters in which their 
intervention is necessary. 
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Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: They have taken shelter under 
A.R.P. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1;29, 38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion on 
the working of Municipalities and District Boards in Bengal. 

Sir, I wish to draw the attention of the Ministers and of the members 
of this House to the position prevailing in respect of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department ancl the subject with which it deals, namely, the ability 
of the people to govern themselves as revealed by their activities in 
Municipal and District Board Administration. It is significant that it 
should be necessary for us at this date to have to draw the attention of 
Hon’ble Ministers to this subject. We have recently had a spate of meta- 
phor, most inappositely and unwisely taken from food to explain to us 
the unhappy position of impotence in which the Ministry professes to find 
itself in a number of subjects. Sir, if we were asked for a metaphor to 
describe the Department of Local Self-Government, we should sav that the 
water-hyacinth flourishes in great profusion on the stagnant pond in which 
this Department sank many a long year ago. Let me support the metaphor 
with a few hard prosaic facts. Sir, the Resolution of the Government of 
Bengal on the working of the Municipalities in Bengal during the year 
1940-41 is dated 8th February, 1948, and was published on the 25th 
February. The last Resolution reviewing the working of District and Local 
Boards is dated 28th June, 1941, 21 months ago and relates to the year 
1989-40, a year ending 15 months previously. Thirty-six months ago, Sir, 
3 solid years ! This is the manner in which the Administration puts its 
results before the public. Now, Sir, it is, I hope, as obvious to other 
members of this House as it is to us on this side that this question of Local 
Self-Government should be a question both of a filtering down from above 
and of building up from below, a matter of the filtering down of a broader 
spirit of enlightenment and of energy and efficiency in administration from 
above and the building up of the health, education and prosperity of the 
people on the better elements below. If one may judge by hearsay, how- 
ever, nothing is done because as has become the fashion with our academic 
administrators there are rival theories as to where to begin. Nothing is 
done, Sir, that is the point, and I challenge the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department to say when during the past year he has illuminated 
this subject for the benefit of this House, for the benefit of the Munici- 
palities or for the benefit of the country at large with the undoubted light 
of his intelligence. Well may one echo the words put by the poet into the 
mouth of Samson blinded “Dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon” and 
the quotation is not inapposite, for a people prospering in and under Local 
Self-Government would indeed be a Samson. But the people, Sir, are blind, 
because the Minister in charge and his Department fail to open their eyes, 
to inspire them, to lead and encourage them and to check them when they 
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go astray. And with such a lack of leadership and such an example from 
the Cabinet what do the members of this House do, what can they be 
expected to do? 

Now, Sir, the views that I am urging on the House are not my own 
invention. They are facts, facts which the Ministry by implication has 
confirmed. The Resolution on the working of the Municipalities in 1940-41 
lends the authority of Government to some very strong reports by Divisional 
Commissioners on the then grievous state of affairs. It then goes on: — 

“It will not, however, be correct to lay all the blame on the municipal 
commissioners alone. The ratepayers too much bear their share 
of responsibility for the present state of affairs, as they have 
generally shown very little civic sense and little realisation . of 
the fact that public amenities cannot be had unless they are paid 
for. Unless, therefore, there is a growth of the civic sense and 
a better appreciation of their civic duties and responsibilities by 
the municipal commissioners as well as the ratepayers, it would 
be idle to expect any real lasting improvement of the general 
standard of municipal administration.” 

. The blame is deftly apportioned. It would not do these days to admit 
that the Commissioners are wholly right so the people are also to blame. 
But if one looks in this Resolution for what the Ministry has done about it 
in 1941 or 1942 and wdiat it proposes to do in 1943 one looks in vain and 
such inquiries as I have been able to make have not revealed anything. 

Perhaps, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister hesitates to engage in publicity on 
this subject, to paint a picture of what might be if rather more energy and 
disinterestedness were put into the subject. For the public might then say 
“look upon that picture and on this”. And what is this picture? We in 
Calcutta, Sir, know well enough. We are acquainted — acquainted through 
the nose with the stinking rubbish heaps, acquainted through the eyes with 
the growing army of beggars who batten on them, acquainted through the 
ears with tales — tales, Sir? Well-substantiated facts, of growing 
maladministration, of nepotism and corruption, of outstandings doubled 
•luring 1941-42 and probably trebled during the past year. I say “trebled”. 
The Hon’ble Minister knows the position but is the House aware that on 
the 13th February last Calcutta Corporation’s outstandings totalled Rs. 72 
lakhs approximately or one-third of the total demand for the yearP This 
was Rs. 10 lakhs more than the outstanding on the same date in 1942. An 
outstanding of only Rs. 27 lakhs at the end of this month would seem to be 
an optimistic estimate. And then, Sir, Calcutta Corporation asks Govern- 
ment for more money! The Hon’ble Minister has appointed a special 
officer to inquire into that request. When may we expect his report and 
is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to pledge the Ministry to fearless action 
on itP # 
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Sir, I need not enter into a catalogue of the many aspects of defective 
administration which offend every sense in this City. They are too well- 
known. And if this is the position in Calcutta, what, may I ask, is the 
position in Howrah? Howrah, Sir* T whose outstandings on the 31st March, 
1041, were close on Rs. 14 lakhs when an energetic Collector in Calcutta 
had reduced this City’s outstandings to Rs. 9 lakhs. Who ever heard of 
anyone visiting Howrah for pleasure? And small wonder! This question 
o/ outstandings may be viewed from various angles. I wish only to put 
two of them before the House. In the first place, Sir, with prices today 
standing so high in relation to pre-war, it is a very favourable time in fact 
for all debtors to clear debts incurred in times past. I am aware that 
various interested parties, including the numerous creditor element, will 
seek to persuade the people of the contrary. But those who are genuinely 
arid disinterestedly concerned with the welfare of the people should explain 
to them that the current price range has greatly reduced the burden of their 
indebtedness and now is the time to liquidate it once for all. 

Secondly, Sir, I wish to illustrate as vividly as I can the evils which 
follow on the laxity of Municipal Collectors. It may be said that rate- 
payers do not mine] bad drains, that they do not miss the amenities which 
good administration would provide, that they do not associate their bad 
health with the bad administration which continues, but can it be said that 
they do not care for their own children? Sir, the point demonstrates the 
ignorance which prevails and which so far as we can see the Hon’ble Minister 
has done little or nothing to dissipate. For the entire municipal expenditure 
on primary education in 1940-41 was Rs. 6J lakhs. At the end of March, 
1941, the total municipal outstandings were Rs. 411 lakhs, in other words, 
Sir, six times the whole amount which the Municipal Commissioners spent 
on primary education under their control. That means to say that had the 
ratepayers and the public known the position had they applied the requisite 
pressure, they might have had six times the amount of educational benefit 
for their children. Yet the Hon’ble Minister and his department content 
themselves with blaming the ratepayers two years after the event in the 
pages of the Calcutta Gazette ! How does the Hon’ble Minister expect people 
to know the facts if he, their elected and appointed guardian, does not tell 
them? 

Sir, I have spoken of the lack of energy in administration, the lack of 
publicity and above all of the lack of leadership from above. These 
deficiencies are in our view symptomatic of a grave state of affairs. They 
are grave enough indeed to blast the hope of any self-government founded 
in the willing acceptance by the people of a social system to live for, to 
work for and to fight for. One day if the Hon’ble Minister and his class 
do not exert themselves there will be an explosion of crude human conscious- 
ness and conscience against this carelessness and neglect. The Hon’ble 
Minister will plead before the House that he is trying his utmost and 
planning his best. Sir, I ask “Can we rely on him to do so?” He has 
had sixteen months and his resolutions are still two years behind tfye times. 
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He is preoccupied. Is that any answer F Where are his publicity aud his 
plans ? Can he clear himself of the charge that by not ensuring that his 
department is efficiently administered, by not having brought vigour into 
his dealings with those under his care, by not meting out punishment to 
delinquents and by not encouraging and inspiring the people with a renewed 
sense of civic rights and responsibilities, he has himself supported and 
encouraged the deterioration which, however strongly he personally may 
disapprove it, appears to proceed apace F We on this side of the House 
know how to answer that question. I trust, Sir, that the House will join 
with us in answering it by supporting the motion which I beg to move. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-53 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 24th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
24th March, 1948, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syf.d Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 8 
Hon’ble Ministers and 199 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Health of Mr. Brojendranath Das, a security prisoner. 

•191. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAJUMDER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

( i ) that the left lung of Mr. Brojendranath Das, security prisoner, was 
found to be in a stage of infiltration as a result of X’ray exam na- 
tion on the 5th October, 1942; 

(n) that spilling of blood occurred on the 19th October, 1942. and con- 
tinued for 3 days; 

(iii) that his weight came down by 12 lbs. ; 

(iv) that sugar was detected in his urine; and 

(v) that the Medical Officer of the Presidency Jail recommended his 
early transfer to a sanatorium for better treatment? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) whether he has been transferred to a sanatorium; if so, inhere; and 

(it) what arrangement has been made for his special treatment? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the wife of 
Mr. Das will be allowed by Government all necessary facilities to attend on 
him? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): («)(/) X’ray examination on the 5th October, 
1942, showed the following: — “A small deposit at the upper zone suggests 
productive infiltration. Root shadows enlarged. Both lungs show evidence 
of bronchitis.” 


(it), (Hi) and (v) Yes 
(iv) No. 
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( b ) The prisoner was transferred to the Suri Jail for segregation and 
treatment. Since his arrival at Suri Jail the prisoner showed no signs and 
symptoms of active Tuberculosis and accordingly he has since been ordered 
to be retransferred to Presidency Jail. 

( c ) I shall consider the matter if and when the prisoner’s condition 
becomes such as would render his wife’s attendance on him essential. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (M, wherein 
it is stated that .since his arrival at Suri Jail the prisoner showed no signs 
and symptoms of active tuberculosis and accordingly lie has since been 
ordered to be retransferred to Presidency Jail, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the prisoner was suffering from insipient 
tuberculosis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The suspicion was about 
tuberculosis. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the lion* hie Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that a patieTit suffering from insipient tuberculosis 
should receive proper medical treatment and should necessarily be detained 
at a place where active signs of tuberculosis will disappear? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Y es. Sir, I am issuing orders 
to that effect. The suggestion made by the honourable member will be given 
effect to, and everything will be done to give him proper medical aid. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the patient’s retransference to the Presidency Jail is likely to 
endanger the lives of other prisoners there by infection? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question for the purpose of eliciting 
information. That is a question of opinion, pure and simple. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My question is whether there are 
any arrangements for the segregation of tuberculosis patients in the Presi- 
dency Jail. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, but these 
cases are so frequent that I feel sure that there are some arrangements. 

Medical treatment of Babu Kedareswar Sen Gupta, a security prisoner. 

*192. Mr. JANANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDER: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that security prisoner Babu Kedareswar Sen Gupta has been suffer- 
ing for a long time from an advanced stage of intestinal tuber- 
culosis and other ailments ; and 

(it) that while he was in the Hijli Special Jail he was examined by 
(1) the Civil Surgeon of Midnapore; (2) (A) the Civil Surgeon, 
(B) the Medical Officer, and (C) the Superintendent of the Hijli 
* Special Jail? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what were their recommeiiflations regarding Kedareswar Babu; and 

(ii) what action, if any, has been taken on those recommendations? 

( c ) Is it a fact that during and after his transfer from the Hijli Special 
Jail his brother, security prisoner Babu Saral Chandra Sen Gupta, applied 
for permission to accompany him for nursing? 

(d) If so, was the permission granted to him? 

( e ) If no permission was granted to his brother, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(/) Is it a fact that Kedareswar Babu is not fit to do any mental or 
physical work? 

(g) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of releas- 
ing him or sending him to any sanatorium ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) His case has since been 

diagnosed as a case of chronic dyspepsia. 

(ii) The prisoner was examined by the Civil Surgeon, Midnapore, and 
the Medical Officer of the Hijli Special Jail. 

( b ) (i) The Civil Surgeon, Midnapore, recommended the prisoner’s trans- 
fer to a bracing climate where better nursing and proper treatment could be 
carried out and pending that, the prisoner’s immediate transfer to the Medical 
College Hospitals, Calcutta. 

(ii) He was transferred to the Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta. 

( c ) Yes. 

(d) and (g) No. 

(e) It was not considered necessary. 

(/) He is not fit to do any physical work. I have no information as to 
his ability to do mental work. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. The Hon’ble Minister may well remember 
that in connection with another question relating to the same prisoner he 
was kind enough to tell the House that the patient would be permitted to 
get himself examined by an expert of his own choice. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Government have taken any steps in that 
direction P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware a 
prisoner’s application to be examined by a medical officer of his own choice 
is not granted except under very exceptional circumstances. If an applica- 
tion is made, I will consult the department and if any permission can be 
given legitimately that permission will not be withheld. 
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Family allowance for Mr. Manmatha Nath Da* a security prisoner. 

•193. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that Babu Monmatha Nath Das, Advocate, Calcutta High Court, 
who belongs to Midnapore and is now under detention is the only 
earning member of his family; 

(it) that after his detention there has been financial distress in his 
family; and 

{in) that his family is without an\ means of support? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of granting suitable allowance for the mainten- 
ance of his family at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a ) I have no information in 
the matter. 

(!>) The question of granting him famih allowance is under my 
examination. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (A), will the 
Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state when the Government received his 
application tor family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T find that the office note on 
the application is dated 20th February, 1 94 d ; so, it must have reached 
Government a few days before that. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for the arrest and detention of Babu Manmatha Nath 
Das and the date on which he was arrested? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a different question 
altogether, and I must ask for notice. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has got any report from the official source 
with regard to the application for allowance of Mr. Manmatha Nath Das? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not find that in my papers, 
and I cannot say. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (b), how long is the question under his 
examination ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact I have not 
had time to consider his application yet. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer ( b ), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when will Government expect to take 
a decision on his application? 

33 
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Tlw Htfi’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As soon as out occupation in 
this Assembly ceases a decision will be taken on his application. At present 
it is pmctically impossible to take a decision. 

Family allowance for Mr. Manmatha Nath Das, a security prisoner. 

•194. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether any 
family allowance has been granted to any security prisoner arrested since 
August, 1942 ? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Mr. 
Manmatha Nath Das (now in Alipore Central Jail) has been granted any 
family allowance? 

( c ) Has the Hon’ ble Minister received any petition from him by the 
end of October, 1942, for the grant of family allowance? 

( d ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, has been taken on it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. (a) and (r) Yes. 

(b) Not yet. 

(d) This is pending report from local officers who have been urgently 
reminded. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the application of Mr. Manmatha Nath Das reached his office? 

(No answer was given.) 

Family allowance for a number of security prisoners. 

•19®. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Political) Dejm-Hment be pleased to state whether 
any family allowance has been granted to the following security prisoners, 
viz., — 

(1) Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chatter jee of Dinajpur; 

(2) Sj. Dhirendra Nath Banerjee, b.a., l.m.f., of Dinajpur; 

(3) Sj. Kulada Chakravarty of Mymensingh ; 

(4) Sj. Brojendra Nath Das of Faridpur; 

(5) Sj. Prafulla Kumar Tripathy of Jalpaiguri; 

(6) Sj. Nirmal Kumar Roy, m.a., of Midnapore; 

(7) Sj. Nripendra Kumar Roy of Dinajpur; 

(8) Sj. Tarapada Dhar of Dinajpur; 

(9) Sj. Kalinaravan Sanyal, Muktear, of Balurghat, Dinajpur; 

(10) Sj. Narendra Kumar Das of Dinajpur; 

(11) Sj. Ramesh Chandra Bhowmick; 

(12) Sj. Basanta Kumar Das of Midnapore; 
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(13) Sj. Sushil Ghandra Deb of Rangpur; 

(14) Sj. Pratul Gobinda Deb of Rangpur; 

(15) Sj. Trailokya Nath Chakra bartv of Dacca; 

(16) Sj. Kedaiwwar Sen Gupta of Dacca; 

(IT) Sj. Manish Sen of Rangpur; 

(18) Miss Nirmala Roy, b.a., of Faridpur; 

(19) Miss Susoma Roy of Faridpur; 

(30) Mrs. Prativa Roy Chaudhuri ; 

(21) Miss Saila Sen, b.a., b.t., of Dacca; 

(22) Mrs. Laban ya Das Gupta of Dacca; 

(23) Miss Banalata Sen ; 

(24) Sj. Banamali Jana of Howrah; 

(25) Sj. Muralidhar Jana of Howrah; and 

(26) Sj. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a. (Advocate) P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state- — 

(i) the amount given to each of them ; and 

(n) when they were arrested, confined and the dates when they were 
granted the allowance? 

(c) If no allowance has been granted to any one of the above named 
prisoners, will the Hon hie Minister Ik* pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(//) Is it a fact — 

(?) that there are menders related to each of those prisoner who solely 
depended for theii maintenance on these prisoners; and 

( n ) many of the prisoners were earning a substantial income? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to hold immediate 
enquiries — 

( i ) in cases where no allowance has l>een granted; and also * 

( it ) in cases where inadequate allowance has l>een granted in reference 
to the number of dependants in each case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (tf) to (c) A statement is placed 
on the Library Table. 

(d) I am unable to give information in regard to the cases in which 
reports are being awaited from local officers. As regards the cases which 
were found unsuitable for allowances my information is otherwise. 

(e) As the oases were recently reviewed by me, I consider it uetiecOVeary 
to hold any further inquiries. 
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Tribunal for political security prisoners. 

•198. Mr. 8ATYAPRI YA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(?) when the Tribunal, promised by the Hon’ble Home Minister in reply 
to the resolution moved by the questioner on the 13th March, 
1942, to examine the cases of political security prisoners, was 
set up; 

(??) the number of security prisoners who replied to the questionnaire 
supplied to them; 

(Hi) the number of security prisoners who appeared before the Tribunal 
in person ; 

(iv) the number of cases examined by it; 

(v) the number of cases recommended by it for release; 

(rt) when the Tribunal finished its labour and submitted its report: and 

(at) whether Government have considered the report and the recom- 
mendations contained therein ? 

(It) If the answer to (a) (m) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state — 

(?) when he is likely to consider the report and the recommendations; 

(It) when he exjiects to finish the consideration of the report and come 
to definite decisions; and 

(lit) whether the consideration of the recommendations will be taken 
up during the pendency of the Assembly Session ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (?) 8th May, 1942. 

(?'/) to (r) 1 consider that the disclosure of the information would lie 
against public interest. 

(v?) On the 27th August, 1942. 

(a) (?’?/), ( b ), (c) (?) and (??) I refer the honourable member to my reply 
to (b) of starred question No. 54. 

(???) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer («)(??) w'herein 
it is stated that the disclosure of the information was not desirable, w r ill the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the disclosure of the number and 
not the names is undesirable? 

''Tilt Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The same objection holds good 

to the number as to the names. 
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Reviewing the cases of certain security prisoners of the Daoca central Jail 

by the Tribunal. 

•197. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether the Tribunal appointed by the Government to review the cases of 
security prisoners detained in jails under the Defence of India ltules have 
submitted their findings and recommendations ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Iloifble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) how many piisoners were found by the Tribunal to be such against 
whom no pruna facie case could be established; 

(??) how many were recommended for release; 

(//?) how many of those recommended have been released; 

(ir) what other recommendations were made by the Tribunal; and 

(v) what action the Government propose to fake on the findings and 
recommendations of the Tribunal? 

(c) Will the Ilou'ble Minister be also pleased t <» state whether he received 
two joint representations from about 80 security prisoners of Dacca Central 
Jail setting forth their views and protesting against the procedure of — 

(1) reviewing their cases by the Tribunal; 

(2) the nature of allegation against them; and 

(3) the questionnaire sent to them for reply? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table copies 
of those representations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: [a) Yes. 

(b) (?) to (??') I am not prepared to furnish this information in the public 
interest. 

(v) I refer the honourable member to my reply to the starred question 
No. 54, 

(c) Yes. These were placed before the Tribunal. 

(d) I am not prepared to do this in the public interest. 

Firing within Bolepur station compound in Birbhum district. 

•198. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : u?) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in ‘charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether a firing took place on the 29th August, 1942, at Bolejnire station 
compound in the district of Birbhum, on a crowd of men waif in g outside 
the station building? 

(b) II the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof ? 
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«(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/,) the number of persons (ly killed and (2) wounded amongst the 
public and the police; 

(ri) under whose order the firing was opened ; 

(in) who actually did the firing; 

(iv) whether the District Magistrate or the Superintendent of Police was 
present during the incident; 

(r) whether any armed Police force was on duty during the time at 
Bolepore; and 

(vi) whether there was any transport or communication difficulty between 
Bolepore and Suri, the Headquarter station at the time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any firing took place in Bolepur? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Your supplementary is very vague. Your question 
related to a particular date. To that a negative answer has been given. 
Now you ask whether there has been any firing at all. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Near about that date. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I find that a mob of about 
5,000 persons led by volunteers and some armed with bows and arrows 
attacked the railway station at Bolepur on the 29th August, 1942. The 
police party led by the Superintendent, Government Railway Police, 
Howrah, opened fire. That must be on the 29th August. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Then why the answer “No” is there? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have not understood the Chief 
Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It appears to me that there is some confusion. The 
question is this: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) 
Department be pleased to state whether firing took place on the 29th August, 
1942, at Bolepur station compound in the district of Birbhum on a crowd 
of men waiting outside the station compound? The answer is “No”. But 
to a supplementary question whether there was any firing near about that 
date the Hon’ble Chief Minister has stated the facts which you have just now 
heard . 

Mr. P. BANERJI: There was firing on the 29th. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I further find that there was 
no firing on any crowd waiting outside Bolepur station. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Hon’ble Minister admits that 
there was firing. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That has been admitted. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of casualties that occurred as a result of that 
firing ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Eight meu of the police fl>rce 
sustained severe injuries in consequence ot an attack In brickbats, stones, 
etc. Two men of the mob were killed and eight were injured. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Who actually did the firing? That is 
question (c)(ni). 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It introduces a new matter 
altogether, but I am prepared to give my friend the information. The police 
party led by the Superintendent, Government Railway Police, Howrah, 
opened fire. The mob became more violent. Tn the meantime the Railway 
Auxiliary Force arrived and opened fire. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the result of the firing? Were all the shots misfired? 

Mr. SPEAKER: lie has already given the list of casualties. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: That was the result of brickbat 
throwing. What is the result of firing? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that two persons were killed and, as far 
as I remember, eight were injured on account oi fixing. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: Sir, 1 shall he obliged if you will ask the 
Chief Minister to repeat that information which he has given to the House. 
We have understood him to say that eight people were injured due to 
brickbats. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That part is also correct; that is the first part. 
Perhaps you could not hear the second part. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will you kindly ask him to repeat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have answered piecemeal, 
but I am prepared to put the whole information before the House. A mob 
of about 5,000 persons led by volunteers and some armed with bows and 
arrows attacked the railway station, Bolepur, on the 29th August, 1942. 
The police party led by the Superintendent, Government Railway Police, 
Howrah, opened fire. The mob became more violent. In the meantime the 
Railway Auxiliary Force arrived and opened fire. Eight men of the police 
force sustained injuries by brickbats, stones, etc. Two men of the mob were 
killed and eight injured. The District Magistrate and the Superintendent 
of Police visited the place next day. There was no firing on any crowd 
waiting outside Bolepur railway station. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Magistrate or the Superintendent of Police 
gave any order for the firing ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These are matters of detail. 

I must have notice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what led the Howrah Police to come to Bolepur station? 

the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Hon’ble Chief Minister has 
said that the mob was led by volunteer*. Will he please say volunteers of 
which organisation or body led the mob? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are so many organisations 
at the present moment that it is very difficult to say unless they reveal their 
identity. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What led the Chief Minister to state 
that they were led by volunteers? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is the report. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That may be the report, but what 
led him to state so. They were not identified. Were they wearing any 
badges ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. The reason is 
that sometimes people are hired to join a mob and they are perhaps 
euphemistically called volunteers. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Are we to assume that the Hon’ble 
Minister means to say that they were hirelings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not hazarding any 
opinion. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any armed police force was on duty or whether theio was 
any transport? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have given all the information 
I possess. I cannot add anything more. 

Realisation of collective fines in the Birbhum district. 

•199. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (r?) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether any 
collective fines have been imposed and realised in the district of Birbhum? 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the names of the places where the fine has been imposed; 

(/?) the amount of fine (1) imposed and (2) realised; and 

(mV) the reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
community, party or individual has been exempted from payment of a share? 
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of applications, it any, received for exemption; 

( ti ) the number of applicants that were exempted; and 

(in) whether the fine was realised from any Government servant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a), (M (?) and (??) (1) T refer 
the honourable member to notification No. 1 9854 P . , dated the 17th Septem- 
ber, 1942, published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 18th 
September, 1942, and Nos. 1, dated the 80th January, 1948. and -8, dated the 
16th February, 1948, published in the Calcutta Gazette , dated the 11th 
February, 1948, and 25th February, 1948, respectively, copies of which are 
placed on the Library Table. 

(2) Rs. 19,700. 

(???) I refer the honourable member to the terms of the notifications and 
as regards Bolepore and Dubrajpur to the Press-note published on or about 
the 8th September, 1942, and of which a copy is placed on the Library Table. 

(c) Except as shown in answer to (c) (?/), No. 

(d) Individuals were exempted, in accordance with principles which I 
have already laid before the House, on u consideration of their individual 
cases as to which T have no details. 

(e) (?) 48. 

(vi) 9. 

(???) Yes. , 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (?)(???), will 
the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to '■'tate what is the idea m realising 
collective fines from the Government servants w T ho are supposed to co-operate 
with Government in maintaining law and order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 understand this question of 
collective fines will have to be discussed in connection with cut motions, and 
I propose to make some statement then. T am prepared to answer questions 
now, but I think it would economise lime if I am allowed to declare the 
Government policy in the course of that discussion. If after that any 
questions are necessary to be put up to me, I shall answer them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the sum of Rs. 150 realised from the wile of the furniture of 
Mr. A. K. Chanda, Principal, Yiswabharati College, is included in the 
amount of Rs. 19,700 shown in answer (b)(2) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have heard about that. I 
have not been able to find out. I shall certainly find out and give the 
information. 
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Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state it Government Lave satisfied themselves or made any enquiries as 
to the legality of the imposition on Mr. Chanda who belongs to a union 
different from the union or thana at which imposition was levied and whether 
Government are satisfied or they have made any enquiries to satisfy them- 
selves if the acquisition of his furniture with the help of armed police 
constables has been legal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Many of these statements now 
made by my learned friend are not known to me, but I know the case 
generally and I have asked for a report which I have not yet received. On 
receipt of the papers about which I shall take steps to expedite, I shall look 
into the matter and if there has l)een any irregularity or illegality, I shall 
try to rectify them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the terms of the Ordinance are such and that the 
subsequent amendments made to the Ordinance after the claim of Mr. Anil 
Kumar Chanda has been laid to the Government have been such that it is 
practically impossible for Government to review the case? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government have taken the opinion of their Legal Remembrancer 
on this question ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not yet, Sir, but I admit that 
the terms are stringent and as regards interpretation my friend is as much 
an expert as any of us. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state what is the form of the opinion that has been taken by the Govern- 
ment from the Legal Remembrancer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : \ou asked him whether they have taken legal opiniou 
and he has said “not yet”. 

Dr. NALIN AK8H A 8ANYAL: Sir, I know' it has been taken. If it is 
not legal opinion, it may be some other opinion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have been waiting for a 
full report. As soon as I shall receive it, I shall obtain the opinion of the 
Legal Remembrancer and take such action as I will think to be proper. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Government of Bengal took initiative in 
getting the Ordinance suitably amended so that the local officers of Govern- 
ment may be exonerated from any liability arising out of the excesses or 
illegality perpetrated by them in execution of the terms of the Ordinance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware, 
initiative was not taken by Bengal. As a matter of fact, a proposal came 
from various provinces and Bengal was asked to give her opinion, bqt we did 
not take any initiative. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state the date or dates* when the Government of Bengal or the province 
of Bengal received a solicitor's notice demanding compensation for the 
injury caused to Mr. Anil Kumar Chanda, and the date or dates when the 
amendment to Ordinance No. 2 of 1942 was promulgated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I realise that these are relevant 
questions, hut 1 cannot answer them at the present moment. 1 take notice. 

Supply of mosquito curtains and pillows to division III prisoners in jail. 

•200. Mr. M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: <„ Will the Rou ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to state whether there 
is a provision for supply by Government of mosquito curtains, pillow's anti 
other bedding requisites to the third class prisoners in a jail? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the supply of tho^e articles from outside by the 
friends or relatives of the prisoners is allowed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: PC The honourable member is 
referred to provisions under rules llo9, 1HJ0, 12‘T‘l and 1242 of the Bengal 
Jail Code (Volume 1), a copy of which is in the Library. 

(M Superintendents of jails are authorised to accept, at their discretion, 
mosquito curtains for division III prisoners from their friends and relatives 
but supply of pillow's and other beddings requisites from outside is not 
allowed. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether in the \ear 1927 the late Sir P. C. Mitter gave an assurance 
to the Bengal Legislative Council that the matter of experimenting the 
supply of mosquito curtains to the Division III prisoners was being tried 
in the Pabna Jail and that the practice would soon be followed in other 
districts also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* 1 am not aware of that. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to look at the proceedings of that \ear and see what was then assured? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a request for action. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased 
to state w'hether Government are prepared to amend the Jail Code in such a 
way as to ensure the possibility of supplying mosquito curtains to every 
person without any discretion being vested in the Superintendent of the 
Jail? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a request for action, 
hut I will consider it. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state* the difficulties which prevent the supply of mosquito curtains to 
Division III prisoners? 
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The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult to give an 
answer direct to this question. Departmental views will have to be obtained. 
I cannot say that offhand. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there are various stations in the province 
where malaria rages in a very terrible degree and want of mosquito curtains 
is detrimental to health!' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Superintendents of Sub-Jails are now authorised to 
accept mosquito curtains for Division III prisoners from their friends and 
relatives ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot answer that. I must 
have notice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government are going to take any action on this question 
of supplying mosquito curtains to prisoners? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a request for action. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer at the present 
moment, but I am prepared to consider it. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased 
to state the reasons why the supply of pillows and other bedding requisites 
is not allowed to the prisoners? 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think the Hon'ble Minister has already said that 
according to the Jail Code these are not allowed. You are asking him why 
they are not allowed. That is a question which perhaps concerns the framers 
of the Code. So this question does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is am provision to stop mosquito-breeding in the jail 
compound ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Does the honourable member 
want to know whether the mosquitoes are to breed or not to breed? 
(Laughter. ) 

Balurghat Incidents. 

•201. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) Department aware of the serious allegations regarding 
looting and destruction of properties by the police taking place in village 
areas in the Balurghat subdivision during September last? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister also be pleased to state whether he has 
received in the first week of November, 1942, any report, regarding ‘the inci- 
dents referred to in (a)? 
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(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy 
of the said report? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any action 
has been taken to punish the offenders ? 

(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (h) I received during 
the early part of November a report sent by the honourable member making 
certain allegations and also reports from the local officers upon the allegations 
made. 

(c) and (d) No, Sir. 

(e) I was satisfied on examining the papers that there was no ground 
for taking action. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the attention of the local officials has been formally drawn to the 
complaint made by the villagers of Moradanga, police-station Porslm, m 
Balurghat subdivision, stating that their houses, property, paddy and even 
cash from within their mud walls were looted by hooligans set on to loot by 
the police or armed jMilice constables who were taken over there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : If my honourable friend will 
please give me some points oil which I might pursue an enquiry, I shall he 
glad to reopen this question. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that properties were looted by the police and carried away by the 
police in the presence of the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of 
Police from the villages of Sitaldanga, Noapara, etc., in Balurghat sub- 
division ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the fact that very serious 
allegations w r ere made against the police by no less a person than an 
honourable member of this House, will the (rovernment consider the 
desirability of having a sort of judicial enquiry without depending merely 
on papers submitted by the local officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: At the present moment it is 
not possible for me to say whether that suggestion can be accepted, but us 
1 have said in reply to Dr. Sanyal, if materials are supplied to me which will 
justify a reopening of the matter, I shall he glad to do so. 

Dr. NALYNAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
the Court of the Subdivisional Magistrate of Balurghat a petition was filed 
by Chhatra Oraon, son of Somra Oraon, of village Miranti, police-station 
Balurghat, against a number of persons about 30, complaining that- 
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The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I suggest that the 

question he held over so that I may go through the papers. It seems there 
are reasons for my triends to he dissastished with the answer I have given. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is held over. 

Damage to crops due to breaches in the Cumti embankment. 

*202. Khan Sahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department aware 
of the fact, that there occurred some breaches in the Gumti embankment 
during the last rains causing serious damage to crops in the vast tract of 
land, north of the Gumti? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action Government have taken or propose to take 
in the matter? 

The Hon’blt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE (on toohalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): ( a ) Yes. 

(h) All the breaches occurred in the non-Government portion of the 
embankment, i.e., portions falling within the zemindary estates. Most of 
the breaches were closed by the local people with financial assistance from 
Government. Steps were also taken by the Collector for helping the dis- 
tressed people by giving them agricultural loans. 

The abolition of the Gumti embankment as an effective measure for the 
prevention of flood has been under consideration for some time. But this 
will let in water and submerge a Mist paddy area much earlier than now. 
The engineers of the Department do not recommend this course until a suit- 
able substitute crop, either early paddy or deep-water ammi , can be 
suggested for the area. The Director of Agriculture who was consulted in 
the matter can suggest neither. Moreover, the immediate effect of the 
removal of the embankment is the formation of spill channels and the damag- 
ing of crops. At the present moment when the maintenance of food produc- 
tion b imperative a scheme which is likely to have a contrary effect cannot 
be proceeded with. In these circumstances the only alternative is to ensure 
protection against high and abnormal flood and this has already engaged the 
attention of my department. 

Khan 8ahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: With reference to answer (b) 
where it is stated, “Most of the breaches were closed by the local people 
with financial assistance from Government.” will the Hon’ hie Minister please 
state whether the officials of the Irrigation Department at Gomilla prohibit 
the local people from closing the breaches? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid I 
cannot answer the question from the materials in front of me. 

Khan Sahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD' Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if he is aware that a prosecution ha« been started under section 143, 
Indian Penal Code, for closing the breaches in the embankment at a place 
near Companygani? 
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Thft Hftn’ble Mr. MtAMATHh VMTN feAtftftJlEE: No,- T am not 
aware of it. In the ani-wer I have said, “the only alternative is to ensure 
protection against high and abnormal Hood” and honourable friend’s 
question is directed towards that end. I shall cause enquiries to he made. 


Mr. 8YE0 ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what was the amount that was paid by Government by wav of financial 
assistance for closing the breaches? 


The Hon’bte Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am speaking 
from memory — aliout Its. 4,000. 

Khan 8ahib MAPIZUbDlN AHMAD: Will the Hon hie Minister please 
state how many breaches occurred during the last rains in the embankment? 


The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANEJtJEl: That information 

is not in front of me. 


Khan 8ahvb MAPIZUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the length of the non-Government portion of the embankment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That information 

is not available. 


• Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what was the total expenditure that was incurred for closing the breaches? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: From the informa- 
tion placed at my disposal, I am unable to answer the question. If my 
honourable friend desires t lie information, certainly the information will lie 
made mailable to him. 


Cess certificate cases in the district of Pabna. 

*203. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on tbe Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(?) the number of cess certificate cases (for which sale proclamations 
w r ere issued) pending at the close of the last financial year in the 
district of Pabna — 

(1) for want of bidders, and 

(2) for other causes; 

(k) the number of such cases of the current year pending up to the 31st 
January, 1943, — 

(1) for want of bidders, and 

(2) for some other causes? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he is 
considering to take in the matter? 



minioicn m onorgi or iiw ncvcnuc ucrnniMBni (im non' 010 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a)(i) ( 1 ) 46 . 

( 2 ) 193 . 

(it) No sale proclamation was issued in the certificate cases filed during 
the current year up to the 31st January, 1943. 

(b) It will depend upon the circumstances of each case. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answers (a)(i)(l) and 
(2), will the Hon’ble Minister please state how many of these cases are still 
pending ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That information 
is not available. If my friend insists on that information, it will be made 
available to him. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
the amount of public demand in respect of these two categories of cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That information 

also is not available. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (o>(^), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what number of cases have been 
filed during the current year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That information 
also is not available. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Then what are you here for? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May I know, Sir, if there is any 
information available from the file of the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order, please. 

Remission of Khasmahal rents in Faridpur district. 

•204. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA : (a) With reference to the reply 
given to starred question No. 10 011 the 12th February, 194*3, and No. 63 on 
the 28th September, 1942, and supplementary thereunder, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that sufferings in these five years have brought the people to a 
state of economic helplessness? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of remitting 
rents for khasmahal lands for the current year and the year to come to 
enable the people to rehabilitate their position to some extent in those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) There was 
some distress in limited areas of the district during the last 4 y$ars. This 
year, however, the condition of the people in some parts of the district has 
become worse on account of failure of the last aus and avian crops. 
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(b) The question is under examination. Meanwhile no pressure is being 
put *for the realisation of current rents. 

£abu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is meant by current rent? Does it mean that pressure is 
being put for the realisation of rents of previous quarters or of previous 
years in arrear? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I do not think so. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer {b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when we can expect Government to 
take a decision on the question which is now under examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, since the 
answer as printed was sent to the Assembly Department the position, I am 
told, has deteriorated and the examination is being conducted with the 
utmost expedition possible and it is expected that a decision will be taken 
before the Budget Session is over. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that the entire a us and aman paddy has failed in 
the subdivisions of Faridpur and Goalundo this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I do not agree 
with the suggestion of the honourable member almut the failure of the crop 
in its entirety, but, as I have already stated, there has been a failure. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer ( a ), 
namely, that the condition of the people in some parts of the district has 
become worse on account of the failure of the last aus and onum crops, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there has been distress of a 
severe type in the Gopalganj and Madaripur subdivisions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 shall make 
enquiries. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer {!>), namely, 
that no pressure is being put for the realisation of current rents, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is not a fact that for arrear .rents 
pressure is being put for their realisation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I do not think so, 
but I shall be glad to have any specific information to that effect from my 
honourable friend, and if I find that it is so I shall certainly be prepared 
to consider the desirability of taking proper action. 

Babu JIACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the position witli regard to the realisation of union l>oard 
rates and cesses ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


34 
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Mftlllvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of holding an enquiry into the question of 
arrears of rent and stopping the realisation thereof where such realisations 
are being made? * 

The HOffTble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have already 
answered that question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Wearing of shorts by police officers. 

59. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home (Police) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that wear- 
ing of half pants (shorts) is compulsory for all officers of the (/) Bengal and 
(it) Calcutta Police? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that by wearing half pants 
(shorts) the Muslim members of the police forces cannot perform their daily 
prayers ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
Considering the desirability of — 

(i) changing the police uniform into a full pant as is being done in 

police forces of other provinces; and 

(ii) making the wearing of half pants optional for Muslim vvffieers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No, except for Assistant 
Sub-Inspectors, Head Constables and Constables in the Bengal Police, or 
men of the Armed Police force, in the Calcutta Police, when on duty. 

(b) Yes, but police officers are not allowed to leave their duty to say 
their prayers. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is a ware that a Muslim has got to say his com- 
pulsory prayers during specified hours every day? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise; we all know that. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, it arises out of answer (b) 
where it is stated 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, it does not arise. I have disallowed that question. 
Everybody knows that a Muslim has got to say compulsory prayers five times 
a day. So, no such question arises. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is any Government order to that effect, viz., that a Muslim 
officer is not allowed to say his prayer? 
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Tht Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, there is no such Govern*, 
ment order. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is considering the desirability of 
allowing Muslim police officers to say their compulsory prayers even when 
they are on duty? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. up to now I have received 
no complaint from any Muslim police officer that he is in any way hampered 
in his attempt to say prayers regularly. If any complaint in this respect is 
received, I shall certainly look into the matter and pass orders that Muslim 
officers may say their prayers at the appointed time without interference. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that a police officer is not allowed to make any complaint 
to the Minister direct? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am aware of that, but he can 

certainly make his prayer known to me through his proper officer. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: In view of the categorical statement 
that police officers are not allowed to leave their duty to say prayers, will 
the Hoifble Minister be pleased to state whether there are certain duties 
of the police which do not require constant vigilance and that they in the 
course of such duties can easily say their prayers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I shall be most happy to see 
the day when Muslims aie as anxious to say their prayers as honourable 
members are anxious to put questions to me. (Laughter. ) I shall however 
send tor the Commissioner ol Police and discuss the question withjiim and 
pass necessary orders so that no inteiierence is made in future in the mutter 
of Muslims saying their prayers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if there is any exemption from public duty of Muslim officers or 
assistants, like the driver of a train, during prayer hours or when he is 
required to meet any emergency the policeman is allowed to sit down to say 
his prayer and allow looting and burning of houses and murders to take 
place ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Looting and burning, etc., do 
not take place during prayer time. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the nature of duty in which when ail officer is engaged be is 
not allowed to say his prayer ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact, I was not 
aware of insistent demand of this kind when the question was put. As I 
have stated, I shall send for the Commissioner of Police and discuss the 
matter with him. I have not the slightest doubt that he will take any 
objection to any arrangement that may be necessary to allow Muslims t« 
say their prayers. 
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Family allowance for security prisoner Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, M.L.A. 

60. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., applied 

for family allowance on the 1st November, 1942; 

(ii) that the petition of Mr. Kundu asking for such allowance was held 

up by the Home (Jails) Department for two months and a half 
in spite of repeated reminders by Mr. Kundu; and 

(Hi) that the Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal in his 
“Memorandum No. 349-H.J., dated the 15th January, 1943, M 
asked the District Magistrate of Dina j pur for a report on the 
“correctness or otherwise of the statements of the applicant ’ , 
etc. ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for the delay P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) The petition was held up for some time pending decision on an 
important question of policy. 

(in) Yes. 

(h) I refer the honourable member to my reply to (<i) (ii ) . 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer to (a ){ti) where it is stated 
that the petition of Mr. Kundu, asking for allowance, was held up for some 
time pending decision on an important question of policy, do I understand 
the Hon’ble Minister to say that the whole period of two months and a half 
was taken in disposing of petitions from ordinary prisoners? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is a general question which does not arise out 
of the main question. 

Transport lorries of factories. 

61. Mr. DHIRENDRANATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Defence Co-ordination Department be pleased to state 
whether any steps have been taken to enable the factories to maintain the 
minimum fleet of lorries for transporting raw materials and finished goods 
by the issue of the requisite permits and allotment of petrol? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL DEFENCE CO-ORDINATION 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): The Area 
Rationing Authorities have been instructed to meet the reasonable require- 
ments of transport vehicles engaged on Government, war or other essential 
work on being satisfied that the vehicles are actually engaged on essential 
work and that the petrol is consumed for the purpose for which it is given. 

Due to the continued need for economy in consumption of petrol, how- 
ever the use of alternative fuel and the conversion of petrol-driven vehicles 
into gas is encouraged, wherever possible, consistent with the maintenance 
of efficiency. 
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Filling up of the seats of the ilessoro District Board. 

$2. Maulvi AZHAR ALIs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chaige of 
the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of seats of the Jessore District Board that are lying 
vacant ; 

(u) the cause of, vacancy: and 

(Hi) the cause of non-filling P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when and how the 
seats are likely to be filled up? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): (<?)(?) Four. 

(u) and »ii?) The election of 5 members oi the Jessore District Board 
by the Sadar Local Board having been challenged, the District Magistrate 
of Jessore set aside the election under section 18B of the Bengal Local 
Self-Government Act. Government then appointed 5 members in their 
place under section 10(2). But the appointment of these members by 
Government was declared ultra vires by the Hon’ble High Court. Mean- 
while the Local Boaids in the district .of Jessore weie abolished under 
section 36A of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act. The Sadar Local 
Board being no longei in existence, there is no constituency to elect the 
requisite number of members. Hence it has not been possible to hold any 
election under section 19 to fill up these vacancies. Government have also 
been advised that these vacancies cannot be filled up by appointment by 
Government. 

One of the five membeis whose apj>ointment by Government has been 
declared ultra vires having died before the Local Boards in the district of 
Jessore were abolished, his place was duly filled by the election of another 
member by the Sadar Local Board. This member continues to represent 
the Sadar subdivision on the District Board. 

(b) These vacancies cannot be filled up at present. The Board will he 
reconstituted after delimitation of its constituencies in the manner 
prescribed in Chapter IA of the Bengal Local Sell-Government Act read 
with the rules framed for election of members of District Boards on the 
abolition of Local Boards. The proposal for delimitation of constituencies 
for the Jessore District Board is under the consideration ol Government. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Supply of kerosene oil in Brahmanbaria subdivision. 

•96. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(?) that the people of Brahmanbaria subdivision, particularly of Kasha 
police-station in Tippera, have been experiencing difficulties due 
to inadequate supply of kerosene oil; and 
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(ii) that complaints have been made to the Subdivisional Officer of 
Brahmanbaria by the people of Unions of Mulagram, Badair and 
Dharkar, police-station Kasha, through an M.L.A. about realisa- 
tion of extortionate prices dealers of kerosene? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what steps does he propose to take in the matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Subdivisional Officer of Brahmanbaria has formulated different 
schemes at diffeient times for the supply of kerosene oil in the subdivision? 

( d ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether these schemes had the approval of Government? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that constant changes of schemes have 
aggravated the difficulties of the people. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of the 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (/) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. Complaints of a general nature of profiteering were received 
but no specific complaint against any particular dealer was forthcoming. 

(b) Owing to the international situation, supplies of oil available aie 
now 50 per cent, of those available in 1041. Supplies available to the public 
have therefore had to be severely restricted. A scheme has recently been 
introduced by the Directorate which will ensure that the supplies of oil now 
available will be equitably distributed as between different classes of 
consumers. 

(r) and (<I) Pending the formulation of the above scheme, local officers 
were left to regulate distribution of kerosene within their jurisdiction as 
best they could. 

(e) No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does this scheme referred to in 
answer (h) apply to Brahmanbaria subdivision only or generally to all areas 
in which there is a shortage of supply of kerosene oil? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The scheme is a 
very big scheme. I find it is dated 23rd January, 1942. If my honourable 
friend desires to have a look at the scheme for the distribution of kerosene 
oil it will he made available. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What are the fundamental points of the 
scheme? Is it a fact that in this scheme discriminatory arrangement has 
been made in favour of Government officials and certain classes of priority 
consumers to whom about 50 per cent, of the local oil supply could be 
provided ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is a big 
question. If my honourable friend will split it up, I shall be glad to answer. 
But as I said the scheme will be made available. 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the number of complaints of a general nature regarding profiteering in 
that subdivision received by him up till now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no positive 
information as to the number of complaints in that subdivision, but I have 
been told that there were complaints in that subdivision. Some of the 
complaints have been enquired into and some prosecutions have been followed 
by convictions. That is what I have been told. 

Rise in price and transport of essential articles. 

•97. Maulvi MD. ABUL FAZL: pi) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department l* pleased to state whether he is 
aware that prices of all the foodstuffs and the clothings have been on the 
increase for the last 0 months? 

(b) If so, what steps, it any, Government have taken or propose to take 
in the matter? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble Minister he pleased to state whether any steps have 
been taken by Government tor easy tiansportation of essential articles between 
the districts of Bengal and outside iu view of the prevailing distress in this 
Pi evince? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Yes. 

(h) All possible steps have been and are being taken to prevent, profiteer- 
ing and bring down prices having regard to the supply position and cost of 
pi eduction of each commodity. 

(c) The importance of maintaining transport of essential articles as far 

]>ossible uninterrupted has been repeatedly impressed on the Government 
of India. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (/;), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that the price of rice in Calcutta has been rising ever 
since this answer was dratted and what is the price today per inaund of 
rice ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This particular 
answer was drafted on the ‘.24th February, 1943. Since then there has been 
a further rise in the price of rice in Calcutta. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what good oun he expect to derive by answering a question, the 
answer to which was drafted on the 24th February, 1943, and whether he is 
not aware of the fact that prices of rice and other commodities have been 
rising in an extraordinary degree since that date and what attempts have 
been made to bring down prices? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot answer 
so many questions at a time. 

Mr. .SPEAKER: What is your question ? 
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Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: My question what is the good of 
giving some answer which was drafted as early as the 24th February, 1943 P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, you know that these questions were held over. 
Therefore that question does not arise* 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir, in that case may I submit 
through you to the Hon’ble Minister that he may be pleased to give a correct 
up-to-date answer tomorrow or the day after? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as these 
held^over questions are concerned, I was not present in the House last night 
when the Hon’ble Speaker ordered that the questions would be answered 
tonight, but I made an appeal to him that these questions may be held over 
for some little time yet for me to revise the replies. But so far the answers 
for tonight are concerned, I have taken the trouble to revise the replies. I 
shall be glad to answer questions which my honourable friend will be pleased 
to put to me. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what were the steps that were taken, as he has said that all possible 
steps were taken to stop profiteering and bring down prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Without dis- 
respect to the questioner and without disrespect to the Minister concerned, 
the question was too broad and the answer has been too vague. But if my 
honourable friend desires to have a statement, that is a different thing. 
Within the scope of the supplementary question it will be very difficult for 
any Minister to give an account of the steps which have been taken so far. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
even today the surreptitious removal of goods is going on by boats and 
other means of transport? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware, 
but if my honourable friend will give me specific information I can assure 
him that action w f ill l>e taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the answer that steps 
have been taken to prevent profiteering, is the Government aware that the 
recent decontrol order has helped profiteering inasmuch as those who had 
stock on hand before the date of decontrol were given an opportunity of 
selling that stock at enormously high prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 

friend is a staunch supporter of control ! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. It has been stated that all 
possible steps have been taken to stop profiteering. I would like to know 
if Government is aware that on the contrary the steps taken by Government 
have led to profiteering. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was after this answer was drafted. 



1943 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


535 


Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is also well known. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister redraft the answer if he likes P 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that he would revise the replies. 

(Before unstarred questions Nos. 27 and 25 were called.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, are you prepared to answer question® 
Nos. 27 and 28? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as these 

questions are concerned, I am prepared to answer except that with regard 
to No. 28 I have revised the answer. So with your permission I shall read 
out the revised answer to unstarred queation No. 28. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Supply of rations to the workers of the Bengal Government Press. 

27. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state- 
whether it is a fact — 

( i ) that the Director of Civil Supplies failed to supply sufficient ration® 
for the employees of the Bengal Government Press, Alipore, a® 
requested by the Superintendent, Bengal Government Press; 

( v ) that the materials supplied to the Bengal Government Press by the- 
Civil Supplies Department were charged at higher price than the 
“Black Market" or almost equal to it; 

(til) that the qualities of the materials such as mustard oil and other® 
supplied for the employees of the Bengal Government Press are 
deplorably bad P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps have so far been taken or proposed to be taken 
by Government to improve the quantity and quality of the rations and to 
reduce the prices thereof P If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: («)(/) No. 

The Bengal Government Press reported 850 men (638 rice-eating, 212 
afta-eating) whose monthly requirements at the approved rates of ration® 
amount to — 

Maunds. 


Rice ... ... ... 240 

•Atta ... ... ... 106 

Dal ... ... ... 64 

Mustard oil ... ... ... 21 

Sugar ... ... ... 42 
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Against these requirements, they have been supplied since the last Week 
of December (1$ months) — Maunds. 

Rice ... 

Atta 

Dal ... ... ... 26 ) Though 

none was 

Mustard oil ... ... C J asked for. 

Thus more rice was actually supplied than the Press required. 

(//) It is not known what price Bengal Government Pi ess actually paid 
for the supplies. But delivery oideis eutorcihle under the Defence of 
India Rules were issued to supply at the following rates fixed by Govern- 
ment : — 

Per maund. 

Rs. a. 

Rice — Coarse ... .. ... 9 10 

Medium ... ... ... R) 10 

Fine ... ... ... 12 10 

Dal — Musur ... ... . . 12 4 

Arhar .. . . H 2 

Chhola .. .. 11 6 

Kalai ... .. .. 12 1] 

Rhesari .. ... ]0 1 

Atta— ... .. 8 6 

(one supply only at Rs. 10 fixed due to special 
reasons). 

Mustard oil — Mill No. 1 Rs. 27 and Mill No. 2 Rs. 24-4 as. 

“Black Market” rates were at this time very much higher than these 
prices. 

(tin No complaint has been received from the Bengal Government Press 
regarding quality. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(No. 28 was then called.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We would he very much delighted if 
the revised answer is given now so that there may he no necessity for 
holding over the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As the question hour is over this question (No. 28) 
will stand over. 

Held-over question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May I submit, Sir, that one ques- 
tion of mine has been held over, and it has not yet been answered? It has 
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reference to a cut motion of mine which I am groin# to move. It would 
have been better if the question had been answered. I refer to the Police 
Poor Box Fund. The question was not adequately replied and so the 
question has been held over. As the Police Demand is coming up tomorrow, 
it wotild be better if it could be answered before that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will remember your request. Secretary will see that 
it comes up tomorrow. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of procedure, propriety and 
privilege. Should not the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of General Adminis- 
tration take his seat instead of conversing with Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee? 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Why are you jealous of me? 
The European Party is with you; you need not be nervous. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
The Minister is in the House and is supposed to attend to the proceedings 
of the House wherever he may he. He need not stick to the Treasury 
Ben dies. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am gla d to hear this in answet to Mr. Suhrnwardy. 
( Laughter. ) 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 am sure you will not uphold the point 
of order. As it has been the convention in this House, the Minister, when 
he is dealing with a particular subject, must remain in his seat and if 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has got any business lit* should come up to the 
Hon’ble Minisfei instead of the other way about. (Laughter ) 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25 — General Administration— General Administration. 

(The debale on the demand for grant under the head “'Jo — General 
Administration — General Administration" was then lesiimed.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1,29,3S,00() for expenditure under the head “Jo — General Adminis- 
tration" be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion on the 
suppression of the Press and the control exeteised over the dissemination of 
correct news and independent views by newspapers. 

Sir, my motion is self-explanatory. Hardly any speech is necessary to 
bring home to the members of this House and to the Government how r very 
keenly we feel that civil liberty is being trampled down by this ruthless 
action on the Press in the country. Sir, not long ago we had the debate 
on the food situation in this House and as was then pointed out a fiat was 
issued from the Secretariat that even the debate in this House regarding 
the food situation would have to be submitted first to ihe Press Adviser 
before that could be permitted to be published. That takes our breath 
away. To what extent the rigours of Press control have come to this 
province passes our imagination. 
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Sir, I will not take much time of the House. The number of cases, the 
number of instances in which the Press obtains warnings, secret as well as 
open, and the manner in which editors of papers are from time to time 
penalised and threatened are too well known. Even in matters in which 
other provinces have found it possible to permit publication of news 
emanating from this province, the very enthusiastic Press Adviser of Bengal 
has prevented the public of Bengal from knowing the real facts. In the 
case, for example, Sir, of the letter that was addressed by Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee some time ago to the Governor of Bengal when he tendered his 
resignation, the Press of Bengal was not permitted to publish in extenso 
the letter which lie addressed, although that letter was published by the 
Press in Delhi, in Bombay and in other parts of India. Sir, we have had 
also reports and this was not contradicted, that even information about dire 
calamities, natural calamities like the Midnapore cyclone and the like were 
suppressed for reasons best known to the bureaucracy. More so, Sir, we 
have also heard that recently no information is permitted to be published 
regarding the food situation in various parts of Bengal in various districts 
and the sufferings of the people due to shortage of food, possibly because 
that is likely to create disaffection towards the present order of things. 

Sir, 1 was told that there were some time ago certain arrangements 
between the Press and the Government regarding the manner in which the 
control to lie exercised over the Press should lie exercised. That machinery 
which was instituted has practically completely broken down. The Press 
Advisory Committee of the journalists hardly ever gets information, and the 
committee’s opinion is hardly ever sought when the Government choose to 
suppress any information or choose to penalise any particular Press for 
having inadvertently published something in good faith. 

That being the situation today, Sir, we feel that the position of the 
country has been reduced to that of a country controlled or dominated by 
nothing short of Nazi rule. Goebbels’ methods cannot in any way be 
considered to be worse than the methods adopted by the local bureaucrats 
here, and we want a definite reply as to the policy that the present Govern- 
ment is pursuing in the matter of control over the Press and the manner 
in which they propose to permit the views of the Press and, in particular, 
the news in the Press to be published. I have grievance both as regards the 
suppression of news as well as with regard to views. Barring the question 
of views which may or may not be a matter of so much grievance, as in 
some cases during war time we may not insist that the Press be permitted 
to disseminate a kind of view which may create panic or lead to further 
deterioration in the emergent conditions of the province, but, Sir, with 
regard to the publication of news we are definitely of the opinion that 
suppression of news or dissemination of incorrect news or partially correct 
news is the worst form of propaganda which creates greater disaffection, 
which creates more want of faith in the administration than even what the 
foreign propagandists can do either over the radio or otherwise. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for such suitable reply 
as the Chief Minister may deem it necessary to give us. 
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Mr, JAG AT CHANDRA MANQAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 

General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. Tmove this in order to 
raise a discussion on the want of proper control over the appointing 
authorities in their observing the Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal 
Ratio) Rules, 1940, at the time of their making appointments. 

Sir, / the communal ratio rules with regard to the scheduled castes were 
totally ignored and the interests of the scheduled castes and other minority 
communities were not at all safeguarded by the present Ministry and the 
administration of the present Ministry is a total failure. The Ministry, 
when it was first formed, boasted to be a national Ministry and the people 
of the province expected that the Cabinet would create a healthy atmosphere 
in the country, so that the people may realise that they are in a regime of 
their own under Provincial Autonomy and that His Majesty’s servants also 
would be made to realise that they are public servants and are there for 
looking after tire interests of the public and not to lord over the public, but 
to our utter mortification, as admitted by the Hon ’hie Premier and his 
former colleague the Hon’ble ex-Finance Minister in his statement, ‘‘Why 
I resigned”, it appears that the Ministry has utterly failed in their bounden 
duties and responsibilities to the country. And ultimately it turned out, to 
be a mere farce, a misnomer, in the name of provincial autonomy. The> 
pretended to be ‘‘national” outwardly only in garb, but they are self- 
ag jrandising and bureaucrat in spirit and action. As, for instance, one of 
th . Ministers admitted that he had appointed a matriculate son of his as 
Sub-Registrar, for which post a scheduled caste graduate got the first, 
nomination from the Chittagong Division. Another has made his brother 
a munsif not in the first or .second batch, but in the 3rd hatch, and some 
of the supporters of the present Ministry are now doing contract business 
in rice, sugar, etc. . In this way they are doing self-building business 
instead of nation-building works. 

Sir, another marvellous achievement of the so-called National Ministry 
is the curtailment of a scheduled caste member of the Cabinet, although 

some scheduled caste aspirants for ministership, leaving aside their 

household duties, have been worshipping faithfully the Hon ’hip Premier 
and his colleagues as the Goddess of Fortune, Lakshmi, but unfortunately 
'without any remuneration for their heartfelt devotion and worship, and 
they are like motherless children treated with step-motherly treatment by 
the Cabinet, and instead of giving milk they are throwing cold water on 
them, and instead of giving them food they are giving them stones. So I 

would request my friends to remember the saying — fcpTS” 

For, what is your legitimate right, you cannot get by begging but by being 
united. 

Sir, this i» the sixth year of provincial autonomy, the present communal 
representation being introduced as a result of the present Constitution. 
During the regime of the previous Communal Ministry the interests of all 
the different communities were legitimately served according to their proper 
shares in* the administration of the country and no such piteous cry was 
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raised by the previous Communal Ministry as is being done by the present 
National Ministry who are crying loudly for some time past through the 
newspapers that under the directions of His Excellency the Governor bis 
coterie, the officials, do not carry out' their orders and act according to their 
advice, and so they cannot do justice to the people of the country. The 
Hon’ble ex-Finance Minister having a strong sense of self-respect has said 
in his statement “Why I resigned” i “There were circumstances y which 
rendered it impossible for me to continue in office consistent with my self- 
respect.” He was praised for his resignation. We fail to understand how 
his other colleagues, specially the Chief Minister, could continue in office 
consistent with their self-respect. Are there different degrees of self-respect 
with regard to different Ministers? Our congratulations upon those 
Ministers who are still continuing in their offices under circumstances stated 
by the Hon’ble ex-Finance Minister. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Kb. 1,29, 38, 000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The object of my motion is to raise a discussion on the repressive 
measures adopted in the Balurghat subdivision of Dinajpur district since 
August, 1942. 

Sir, my task has been rendered easy 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order, Sir. I only wish to 
be enlightened if the Hon’ble Chief Minister will be able to deal, within 
the time at his disposal, with the various points of the cut motions which 
have been raised by Dr. Sanyal alone, leaving aside the points which have 
been raised by other members. For instance, the very first motion which 
Dr. Sanyal has moved is of such tremendous importance that to deal with 
that alone it will require a considerable amount of time for the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister. So, is it worth while moving other cut motions when we 
are certain that the Chief Minister has no intention of replying to any of 
them ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sulirawardy, how do you know T the intention of 
others ? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no time, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That you may say, but I will try to give the Leaders 
as much time as I can possibly spare. That is my desire. I think it may 
be necessary even to prolong the sitting for some time. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Let the Chief Minister tell us whether he 
intends to reply to the points raised in the cut motions of Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will see afterwards. 
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Dr* NALINAK6HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in moving this motion I also da 
feel as my friend Mr. Suhrawardy does that it is not probably possible for 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister to deal with all my cut motions, particularly 
some of the very important motions raising big questions of principle and 
policy, straightaway in this House within the short compass of even half 
an hour's time. But what I do feel is that it is through our cut motions 
that not merely the attention of the Cabinet but also of this House and the 
country is drawn to certain important matters to which we have to draw 
public attention. We also feel that these motions will be duly taken note 
of by the departmental officers and Government will have time after the 
Budget Session is over to ruminate* over these motions and find out how 
many of these have raised issues of a very important character that need 
proper enquiry or investigation into. (Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: You 
don’t want reply today?) We do but it may not be possible. That does 
not matter. 

Sir, with regard to the Balurghat subdivision, I have had my task made 
earsy through a question put by my esteemed friend Mr. Ashutosh Lahiry 
in course of supplementaries to which the Hon’ble Chief Minister only this 
morning had virtually admitted that there were certain instances which 
require further investigation and enquiry. 

* Sir, I have some embarrassment in this connection. Although the 
matters that have been brought to my notice are atrocious, some of them 
at the present moment are under judicial investigation as various cases have 
been instituted in courts of law at Balurghat either from the police side or 
against the perpetrators of certain wrongs. I, therefore, do not want to 
deal with this question in detail. But. generally speaking, I would like to 
acquaint the House with this fact that in the name of maintaining law and 
order or, possibly, as some of the British bureaucrats thought, in the name 
of reconquering the independent subdivision of Balurghat as it had passed 
out of British control, they perpetrated things which no civilized adminis- 
tration could ever think of. The District Magistrate, the Commissioner of 
the Division, the Deputy Inspector-General of Police and all the officials, 
local and otherwise, collected there with a large number of armed police and 
Gurkha soldiers and they remained in the dak bungalow for no less than 
about a week and carried on systematic repression and vandalism. They had 
at their instance houses burnt and razed to the ground, property looted with 
the help of hooligans, and the villagers were practically reduced to the state- 
of starvation and abject penury because of the acts supposed to have been 
perpetrated by some of them. I invite the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge to this state of affairs, and I would claim that even if some 
persons had ddne something wrong it was no business of the officials of 
Government, including the Divisional Commissioner, to come and create 
mass terrorism. It is not expected of these officers that they should come 
and create terroristic activities themselves. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want 
to speaR something in support of this motion. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: You can do that after the pthei: cut motions have 
heen moved . 

Mr. Gupta, if you want to speak ^on the policy you may do so after the 
motions have been moved. 

Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion on the policy 
of Government in ignoring the legitimate rights and claims of the scheduled 
castes in the matter of their representation on local bodies such as district 
toards, municipalities, district school boards, local boards, etc. 

Sir, TtWrPR (7T TOUt '5'fasfl 3 Tt‘5It«r 

cn 'sfav tow tots i 4R c=m 

•C<srsn <?!$, 4^ CTO <?&, 4R CTO TOl Union c=l$ CTOR District 

Board, District School Board, Municipality, Local Board Union Boards 
t5*ffUr ’paw? tstonr TOrtyift'5 stum TOrr Ttff 
Of TOR 'SI 'ipg 70C5I TO 73 <R ^<r:rC‘i?=T iTO policy, 4 TO ftfi TOT 

stf^nrcs ct TOi 4* fraTO Sc’tfrj =rfV5, a f^nr^ff^rs snfror 

ft* faC3 47fa *rj ^ CTO CTO I TOMW-T 7f31 31 ®13'3- 

■im to ct *kto fap^ ycro ti ct ** TOUt TO«n fcto, 

c*R sftfesf ft<rTO to toi to. 4^ ot 5tc«r3 4TO ^tfts 

TO TTf^tflCS. I Union Boards TO TOi 'if fa. C3*TO faTO J t’ 5 fTtrI 
<3«rffar ’PJtmtt CTOUT3 S'K'fal arffo ‘5t®<CTOi?3 nomination *mr 31 ; 3‘U 
TO3 *tTB I District Boards OPTO 'SffaTOI TOR t5*t*Pfar 
TOfTO ft&r «ttt* 31 District Board fundi 3f3 *ffa3M ITOl fTO «ITO, C’f’TO'S 
•4$ 'SCTffi ^fa«n tsfal ’flu 31 I District School Board — CTOC3 Sp«tfa3r FpT| 
tprtR 3R1 C7 C7tC®7 3TO : W3? STO3 C7 tp*ft* fTOl ®3f%7 TOF 

to&i tfrutsR 47 ; <4? fafFi fTOTTO iTO'ffa s 7 f %3 *rtsr fapsrs tr 37 . ottot 
tsfai 7R1 fj«f, f%®3 fro3 ®tm ^czttrtnto tfMfsw fam gro 

^sT^ltsT l SRT 15131 TO qfsil •FCSCS; — fa^ C3 Board 4^ ^3 *ffa5l331 ^><u,7 (?)$ 
Board4 '5tCT5 C^fa ’T f f T fT Tt 1 ? vff^ Jfi ; 5tv5<CJf e fc nomination ?1«n (7f^ Board4 

tstc*ra 4^Pt ^ r urt^R *n i 4^ c* #H%, 4? cnfri 

artai'3 scar i 4? ?^‘t f* ? 4? — «tugr?r ^fr w 

'=T2PI^ ^ ' ITW ^ ^ 1 Speaker TCTtR 'srt < ffa'3 4^ fiR TtlTSifaOT «fa?ftSf 

ift %®R i <=rmi q w ^f%«r fapyui i 4^; ^f% , «w faiRn fesa 

'mvffa 'stwc'r 'srwi sftfa^i tprtfar® 1 f¥s ^ 4^ 

'srtrijs 'a ’itm, 1 3twt ?tu5 ’ll® 'srfatc'R {V ^#*ti cn T«n fV 'sitii 
I 3TCT 4^ (R 5TfR3fl ft’W 5f7W®l *1 fa 1 ^ ’lolit CTliRlit 

^ffai *t fa gt fa i<5 <?f^ ar&=r«^t ®fa, ts^fTfar ^far fror to uttur, 
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tstfwtw* fafawcf m cm, 'ztfi^tcw totoi ^fa«n vcs farm to* >rfec* *mc* 

C* *TOT TO* TOl fw TOW, W-T 3 ’Slr^T Wfe TO1C5 %T I WTOl?! *3 TOWT tTOT 

faro* cm toi ’fTO’t? %, cs*fa ^fito to cw tow ferm c^c^r to i 

Speaker TOlW 15 *:W* *fao, '*ffe <3rftf* TO, TOWft TOT TOfl TOtC*' WTO 
TO*W I WTO TOW >i TO 'WW* TO *f*T* tjW*b* stfe* TO Cl 
TOfal TOTO TOTOW. Cl TOTW1 fafTO^fwW TO "Tl I W**l CSWfwTOf Cl <4W 
<4*n?l *fSR3#f rcTO Cl *fe*5*1 1W1 community, t*W WS1TO*, factTOI 

TOi <t‘FK»t* JiTOW. tow TO|'* g 1 % *rfa*ro* *tlTOfe*TOj fcw fro TOtt- 

CTOTT ONUS ’fife 'CptCfa TO I W*W *TOW 1$ Cl >nTO 15 FT*rfa CTO TOrtfrotTO 
*fai TOW — t.,GOO frfTO Ft*rfa CTO *fiiTO TOW TO 5*1* fa** TO5t9 CTO- 
*** '<3 'iito? 5*t* tow* f%f»r§ ** 3 rlTO‘<, *hto ifv to, tow to 4t?i ft* 5 
toicw i «wfw, to TO wi , mi , hvor^fero <tfa 5 t< fws ctfr ^cwtctfa 

fa;Cf«7 VI scheduled castei!* C*Wt | fad* TO, WdS *dW7TO w / 1 TO 

c* 3 *fa c*t* vi to vw TOc** *to*t to *tfec*rw i TO TO 5*tc*?i tow* 

TO trw?|m wRfa i toto t:d* faw mi* own iflw* «fw m *?* TOtfew 

TOW 4W TO* scheduled casteiH TOtfa effe 5c*TTOf*1W '3 TOTO vci »ftCW I 
*:d* *faz WCi r* Tow TOl 'StlW *c* TOl* TO CTO W i «* office TO*t* 
crow, to=* TO *tri?m*i cici tot? 5c*dr '3 TOf" to fat* «* <3 *fircw 

vtfc CTO* TO* FCTOW — 4 Wt®l OR CTO TOTT TOW Ofa I Wfa TO*t* wfe 
TOytS *ft ICVfflKW fefa CW TOfCW CTO TO CttCW *1 ; TO1CW CTO TOlt* 
TOTOf TOW *TI I fefa ®tfe* 1C1J faTO? TOTOtt CTOT^ (TO^ CTO5 TOflTO 

nomination CW I CTOW S'H'k TOTf^fl CTO <4W, TOW TOs? 'dTO 

to*i cfTO 5 TO ct TO<n 75W>r sdfTO ivtnsfii'ij i ®TO>t srffea ^<n 
TO CTOT TOW, wfl»W"^r TOW, TOW CTO TO fm TO^Tl I <W feTOT TOBW, 
cw tsw>f wtfei '!ff%Tf to of t*4 to* foes TO i ^rfeaft, fact* to* TOtcw 
g-«w *lfa Tow To* 'Sflcro TOtftw fafa CW <5rTOc* 151 CS f%3 *1 
r* 1 sehffa wf%* '*f%* TO 'srf%m tot ywtro tow i isto **wfa ** 3 * 1 * 
CTOt I 1< fa** fjrft TO, TO7* TO TOW TOTOTO ct* to* facs fros wwt* 
I’iROil Cl Sc?*tl V 5*1 5>fTO W I TO 'TOTtSTifa fa*W S*t* CTO ^tTO, r JW>T 
*ftf% bloc's TO, *tWC* — ’TOTtTO** TOt'S TOP *lbC* J CTO ^SfCW TOW OOfUi 'TOC* 
*1 1 TOi *tro — %ro TOi toTOto 1 to TOcspr to, to*i ^>1 wife* 
*«,; *<fa^ to, cTO*i TO*ffai faro, cTO*i 'sfa'^i Tn% fa** wrcsfa fa** r* 
*1 1 cTO*i TOW cwt* 11 ; TO to* fa** to TO*to $ww tow **13 1 

Sir, TOWTO *Ct? WT*1* ; TOTO TO<fa *** fawcw* I TOtfaTO WT^fa *P*= * 
TOW I W’ffa- TOS: il TOCW *1 I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration" be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussio n the policy 
of Government in removing the heads of local bodies having affiliation to 
the Muslim League and superseding local bodies. 

Sir, when the present Ministry came into office fifteen months back, 
they were in a minority but as soon as they came into power they manoeuvred 
to turn that minority into a majority and they succeeded, but the majority 
which they enjoyed in the Legislature was not reflected in the country 
outside. Sir, the Ministers and the party behind the Ministry think that 
unless they can remove the Muslim League members from local bodies and 
unless they can capture the local institutions ^hey will not be able to make 
any headway in securing a majority following in the province. They were 
wrong in thinking that the position of the Muslim League depended upon 
the influence they commanded with the local bodies. However, they came 
to that conclusion and decided that by hook or by crook, by foul means or 
lair means the position occupied by the Muslim League members in local 
bodies should be weakened. At that time there were no less than 13 Muslim 
League chairmen of district boards out of 16 Muslim chairmen. So they 
carried on a campaign of vendetta and gradually step by step they started 
to remove the chairmen of district boards. The reasons they advanced were 
very flimsy and without any foundation. They brought charges which 
they could not substantiate and they took recourse to a very vague excuse, 
viz., persistent negligence. This is a very vague expression, but it was 
sufficient for Government to use as a handle in order that they might 
iemove the chairmen ol district boards without assigning any definite 
reason. Sir, the latest instance is that of the Dacca District Board. In 
this hoard there is a chairman who belongs to the Muslim League Parlia- 
mentary Party of this House. He is in a sufficient majority, and the 
majority is, I think, more than two-thirds; I think 33 to 11. There is a 
party in opposition. As soon as the present Ministry came into office, the 
minority party in opposition consisting of 11 members sent a representation 
to the Government making all sorts of frivolous allegations, and the 
Government at that time asked the District Magistrate to submit a report 
and the District Magistrate submitted a report. After receiving the report 
— we do not know what the context of the report was or what were the 
lecommendations of the local official — Government in the Department of 
Local Self-Government served a notice on the Dacca District Board to show 
cause why it should not be superseded. The grounds are very flimsy. I 
will cite the grounds. There are only six charges. 

The first is the huge size of the sub-committees appointed by the board 
and the consequent expenditure from the district fund for payment of 
unnecessary travelling allowances. 

The second item is the improper appointment of a typist which was made 
not on merit, but in order to please one of the chairman’s supporters in the 
board. 

The third item is the appointment of Maulvi Yakub Molla as the Presi- 
dent of the Ghior Union Board in total disregard of the wishes of the 
majority of the members of the union board. 
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'lhe fourth item is ihe holding of the ordinary and the budget meeting* 
of the board on different dates, within one week of each other, and the 
consequent unnecessary expenditure from the district fund on travelling 
allowances. 

The fifth item is that at the budget meeting held on the 31st March, 
19*12, provisions involving large sums of money were made for several new 
roads and projects without any plans or estimates being prepared, and 
projects, the expenditure on which was curtailed in a previous meeting of 
the district board for paucity of funds, were totally omitted. The budget 
meeting was a travesty of democratic practice and the chairman's party's 
handling of the affair was undignified, selfish, irresponsible and utterly 
opposed to the hoard's best interests. Personal interest and interest of the 
feu were allowed to override the interests of the people. 

The last item is that the election of a member of the Provincial Legis- 
lature as the second vice-chairman of the hoard whose chairman and vice- 
chairman are both members of the Legislature, was not in the best interests 
of the hoard and indicates the majority party’s utter disregard of public 
interests as well as the interests of the board. 

Sir, you will please note and the House will note that nowhere there is 
any allegation of mismanagement or inefficiency or maladministration, 
ljie charges are very flimsy, and these charges can be applied more appro- 
priately to the Government than to the hoard. 

I shall deal with the points item by item. 

The first item lefer.s to the huge size of the sub-committees appointed by 
the district board and flic consequent expenditure from the district hoard 
fund for payment of unnecessary travelling allowances. In this connection 
I refer to the Government’s payment of travelling allowances to the 
Progressive Party members. Sir, against all rules, against tftidit objections 
and against all existing principles the Government have paid travelling 
allowances to members of the Progressive Party to attend a party meeting. 
That is the charge which I level against the Government. 

The second charge — item No. 2 — is of a similar character — the appoint- 
ment of a typist not on merit but in order to please one of the chairman’s 
supporters in the board. Sir, I know of the appointment of the son of a 
Minister and the nephew of a Minister, both not having the requisite 
minimum qualifications, as Sub-Registrars, and the argument advanced by 
the Minister was that the family of the Minister has been loyal to seven 
generations of British kings. That was the answer given to a supple- 
mentary question by the Hon’ble Minister himself. Here the Government 
charges the Dacca Board with the allegation that the appointment is made 
not on merit. I ask you whether the appointment made on the ground that 
the family has been loyal to seven generations of British kings is an 
appointment on merit? 

I next come to item No. 3, where the Government says that a president 
of a union board has been appointed against the wishes of the majority of 
the members. As against this I ask the Government to explain why a 
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gentleman, an outsider, has been appointed a chairman of the district board 
against the wishes of the majority of the board. The majority of the board 
submitted a petition to the District Magistrate protesting against the 
appointment. Against all canons of democracy, against all principles, an 
outsider who does not even possess the requisite franchise qualification has 
been appointed a chairman of the district board. 

As iegards item No. 4 relating to ordinary and budget meetings, I ask 
Government to explain why no meeting was held on the 9th. The reason 
is obvious, because they wanted the members of their party to get travelling 
allowances twice. That is why in spite of the most important subject, viz., 
a discussion of the food problem, it was postponed on the 9th. 

As regards item No. 5, ?>., the holding of the budget meeting on the 
31st March, making provisions without plans or estimates, I ask Govern- 
ment to explain why a provision of a lakh of rupees for promotion of 
communal harmony was made last year in the budget without any policy. 
Without any policy and without any scheme they have provided money and 
they ‘have not been able to spend the money. They have themselves 
admitted that they propose to spend only Rs. 15,000 if they can prepare a 
scheme before the 31st March, and they have promised that a scheme will 
be prepared and placed. This is the 24th March and yet. Sir, one lakh of 
rupees was provided without any project. There are many similar 
instances, but I only ask Government to explain this item. 

As regards the last item, election of a member of the Provincial Legisla- 
ture as the second vice-chairman of the board, is there any provision in the 
Local Self-Government Act where a member of the Legislature is debarred 
from being elected? lie has been elected by at least a majority of the 
members, and I believe he lias been elected unanimously without an\ 
opposition and still the Government says why a member of the Provincial 
legislature has been appointed. The Government themselves are appoint- 
ing members, they are distributing patronage, and they are taking recourse 
to political jobbery by giving all sorts of jobs and yet they have the 
audacity, they have the cheek to ask the district board for an explanation. 
I submit that it is a most atrocious act on the part of Government to con- 
template taking such drastic steps against an autonomous self-governing 
institution. If the board is to be superseded on such a flimsy ground, I ask 
why the Ministry should not be superseded and dismissed. 

Sir, you have been kind to extend the time. 

I would like categorical answers to all the charges that I have levelled 
against the Government. 

I have only mentioned about the District Board of Dacca. As regards 
the question of the removal of chairmen of other district boards, I think 
my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan will move another cut motion where he 
will give the details of those cases. 

With these words, Sir, 1 commend my motion to the accepfance of the 
House, 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : There is no other cut motion to be moved. All the 
cut motions as well as the original demand for grant are now open to 
discussion. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: There was one cut motion by Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is covered already. He may speak. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, may I be permitted to make some 
observations on Mr. Hirtzel's cut motion as regards municipalities? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a point which will come later, on. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir } I 
do not want to move the motion that stands in my name, but I only want 
to engage the attention, serious attention of the Hon’lde Minister to the 
acute situation that has arisen out of the shortage of rice in the district of 
Chittagong. This will have serious repercussions on the maintenance of 
law and order. Sir, I got a report on the 20th from my own men to the 
effect that rice was not available even at Rs. 40 per mound. My own men 
purchased rice on the 18th or 19th at one seer a rupee. They said that for 
two days they remained without rice. That is a fact, and on the 22nd I 
got news from my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.L.C., of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council who was the ex-Chairman of the Municipality for about 2- r > 
or 20 years to the .same effect that rice was not available in the Chittagong 
town at Re. 1 and even Rs. 2 per seer. It might have been flint somewhere 
lice was sold at H seer or 1} seer per rupee, but the fact remains that this 
scarcity of rice has arisen after decontrol was promulgated in the district. 
Before I left Chittagong 1 found rice selling at Rs. 14 to Rs. 17 in market 
(medium rice), and 1 had an occasion to talk with the District Magistrate 
on this subject. He himself was worried over this problem as to how to 
feed the Chittagong town. Since then the situation has worsened and the 
present situation has arisen after the decontrol order was promulgated most 
probably after the loth March. I have verified this abnormal scarcity of 
rice from one who is very reliable and who has just returned from Chitta- 
gong. 

Sir, yesterday when I wanted to table an adjournment motion it was 
refused by the Speaker without hearing from me. Dr. Sanyal had the 
audacity to remark, when I was mentioning about my adjournment 
motion being refused consent, the statement of non-availability of rice even 
at Rs. 40 per maund in my adjournment motion explained by Mr. Shahab- 
uddin as irresponsible. Sir, Dr. Sanyal is a Doctor of Economics, but he 
wants to be doctor of everything — doctor to the Chief Minister, doctor to 
other Ministers, to Speaker and to everything — even in spheres with which 
he is not well acquainted. He belongs to the constituency of Murshidabad, 
but lie wants to poke his nose in the affairs of Chittagong. It may strike 
him as fiction as unheard of. I excuse my friend Dr. Sanyal on that 
ground* but it was his duty not to make such an irresponsible remark 
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against a member till he had heard from me. I do not want to make a 
reference to the whole career of Dr. Sanyal in this Assembly, but like my 
friend Dr. Sanyal I have never been asked to withdraw from the House for 
disobedience to the ruling of the Chair. Of course, he is a privileged man. 
When he was not in love with the Chief Minister, the Chief Minister used 
to remark that his activities were like the activities of an animal known for 
its mischievous pranks, the name of which I won’t mention. The other 
day, the Revenue Minister described his feats to be acrobatic feats, and we 
know that half the time of this House is taken up by his interruptions 
which are sometimes sensical and sometimes nonsensical. Points of order 
are raised by him in the House every now and then. In spite of all these, 
he has got the privilege to rise at any moment. Now he has the willing 
ears of the Chief Minister and the Chief Minister is too willing to placate 
him. Whenever there is any question put by him, although the question 
is not allowed by the Speaker, he gives the answer and the Speaker allows 
this and also remarks made by him against our party. Of course, I am not 
so privileged as he is. 

Sir, I have to mention all these things because I owe a responsibility to 
my district. I have got a letter saying that rice is now selling at Satkania 
miles off from town at 1J seer per rupee and that is not available and there 
is a serious apprehension of a breach of the peace. People are not willing 
to take their rice from one house to another for fear of loot. I myself got 
a report the other da> from my own village to the effect that people did not 
dare bring their rice to the town for fear ot dacoit\ on the way. Sir, this 
is I lie situation there. 

To save the situation. Sir, what has the Ministry done? Has anyone 
personally gone there to ascertain the affairs of Chittagong up to this 
time? The new Civil Supply Minister announced the other day in the 
Council that he would call a Conference of District Magistrates to discuss 
the affairs in the districts. But, Sir, that would he too late. At present 
I would request him to send down a man to personally see the local situa- 
tion, to ascertain what difficulties people are experiencing — whether people 
are not going 'without rice for a number of days 

Mr. SPEAKER. Khan Bahadur, your time is up. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Please give me one or 
two minutes more. 

Sir, this is the situation. The whole question depends on the policy of 
control or decontrol. But what steps have the Ministry taken? I do not 
know who is responsible for decontrol in my district. From a Government 
communique we know that in Calcutta Government have abolished control 
of the prices of rice. Whatever may he the effect of decontrol, we find that 
in Chittagong rice is not coming in the market. Government might have 
expected that as a result of decontrol rice would flow into the market from 
hidden quarters, hut that expectation has not been fulfilled. 

Sir, I have received information that the situation in Chittagong is very 
•erious and it will take a long time to set up an Advisory Committee in the 
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district which the Civil Supply Minister wants to do. At the present 
moment what is he going to do to save the district? My own request on 
behalf of the people of Chittagong is that he should not keep Chittagong 
in the cold shade of neglect. Chittagong has suffered a good deal owing to 
the fall of Burma. It has also suffered terribly from the denial policy which 
was put into effect there in a ruthless manner. 

Sir, it must be known to the Ministry that Chittagong is a deficit area. 
On account of tjie fact that Burma is the next door neighbour of Chitta- 
gong, lakhs of labourers from Chittagong used to earn their livelihood in 
Burma. These labourers used to work and live in Burma for six months, 
and so it was not known to the people of the district that Chittagong is a 
deficit district. But, now these labourers are confined to their own places 
and on the top of that evacuees in lakhs have come to Chittagong. Over 
and above that, there are thousands of troops in Chittagong. All these 
people are being fed from Chittagong rice. So, we can well imagine the 
sufferings that people are having there. These can better be imagined than 
described. In spite of successive air-raids from Burma, Chittagong has 
stood these raids calmly. Chittagong has contributed to a great extent to 
the efforts for the prosecution of war and if Chittagong is not saved by the 
supply of rice and by the supply of the bare necessities of life, Bengal will 
not be saved. 

. Sir, the Hon'ble Minister might think of introducing rationing in 
Calcutta in couise of weeks, but the House must be aware from the 
“Chittagong Notes" published in the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” that ration- 
ing has already been introduced in Chittagong. I have also heard that 
rationing has already been introduced there. 

Sir, the situation in Chittagong is very critical and I appeal to the 
Hon’ble Minister to send an abundant supply of rice to Chittagong to save 
the situation. 

Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: Communal harmony, 

TO* Rtft 4^ft T«tl I TOsMfw fTO7R=T =TTt’m TR1 

frsttfrtsR i rwttr cr? * r=r TOTOfro ^trto toT i 

totti. to toiti to ’twifw faro TO*fR totto 

w' | ij5F ^mT TOT crm. ?tfR TOT <TTC*fS 3n 5D Wt? >TTO 4 

fTOCT? 'JffsiTO TO< I *ttf%TR"3, iMMw fteR 51^1 ’tff’F’m 
I tfTO nM‘ r TfTPT' ft*R, quit India f%sR, <51 Jrft qrrtl 
.fTTTO’T \5 4'sfro rnr cro i ^iwiw crotni, ^ 5 ? torrto 

CTOfSl TOTO-TO f-i'i'i fog? TOTR nit | Congress CTOfal 5°y.H 

vr -k^csr 1 srfaron fk* crotTfi TOrorfro ifa* wr to-t totorttoto 

TOTRiflTOI CWlTOTOI TOTOR CTOtifl TOTR f% f 

q’TTRR CTORl : 5ftTO (R3'5 TOTTf 3TTOR TtTTO TOTTR TOTR I 

CJWII TO3W nORO TO*! f?lTO%SR, 4?; 4*R8 Q 1 

yrrf® i fefR fyron ; 'Jim 
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; 'ast^n ’rt^tfw i 'id? yirpTfaFF ct ^l?i ’rM'ftfw ; ’sfai *it*3 , ?tfw 
; ®Rn w'jRf'N, ’twfanr ; ftt«Rr *rr^ wrcs* <?m faf ^ 

•Tl I yisprm >PMW HHJ ^rrs.^18 *TtCf exceptions -(CKl, '3tT f T3 

s. w*u? cr*tf| wFtt CT'sfin c^t'fepn ?m car«tr^T i 4^# «ttt^ Central 
AssemblyCj, 'iffa ‘fl’Pfi? AlCbd 'fl’HCT I 

*rt’g«rtfw f^H r'sstt ^Ts c f i *?/ *tK^ 

>rf^Hfw Grts ^«n i f?N itra ^ ^prt c*tw rrsr is, 

’’Pf <f^iTO IS I Christian "fftaf =Sf millennium IS, TlS thousand years 
reign of Christ in personal love and in complete harmony. SSfa *ttSI 
fW? ^TOT *t*«f SSRm *tt3 'Sfffift C*N *t‘ft I 

Mr. ATUL SEN : ft*t *ff3! *t ©1 ^ICW ? 

Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED : 4 >fTOf ^fRt? f% TOTO ? 44# TOl? 
4TO1, “The Koran is nothing but the old book of human life and 
the contents personify rules embodied in all the Sacred Scriptures with all 
the complete conditions necessary for the development of human faculty.” 

CTOtTO TOS31 4TO *ftfa *T1 I 44*tl £f5 6 t TO I (Hear! 

hear ! ) 4^ TO TOW d TOtTO ministers TOptfw f%| TO4 41$ I 

fct41 C4C*kW4 ^ v t5 t 57T^T C4l*( 4t4 4C3»! 4t$ I 4t^ 7 4CiM 4t$ C44 ? 

*tf%M #T44 C44 ? 0>St<J Jfal 44 TO TO I TO faffiT TO?, <7R TO 41 ? 4^4 
S5t4-f4TOT ^[<3 TOtW, C4 §vf^ TOCW 4*14 4C4 441 TO God's 

family. . 4$ 4*14 *fTO TO 4C4CW I 4<f TOTO C5Z t4 TOl TO TO TO4 I 
41 4tf4 ^*J4 TOtcro w f4fa£ to C4c*l f^TOtW4, cs£i 4TO to, fro cEgft 
WC4 41 I TO4S f44t4 TO? striving is necessary ; whatever one 

wants can only be obtained by striving. Striving 44C^ CTO 

#n cro C4 4H44t$i *pf< 4 wro . ■srffa TO TO c t ^ttfe «n 1 

^TTO TOW c^ divisioniJ4 W^TT ’TO committee 

to €t?n 1 prtfw ^tt •itto fw^r 1 toi tr^t? 

^F, TO I ^4*fl ^IHIOt TO (Tfft TO TO, fr? 44 ^fCW I 

^t'® cq- TOFtVt^r=n 4C^ TO I f% ^Tt'S V^\5 I 4TO 

TO'S 4t4T I fTO (71 CTOsfeT Wf41 committee (7T 

Eft <7T, f5rft^5 TO committee rs?! 

C=Tf"4 Tt41 TO?T •Ttf% fro-yWM f^l^Cb TOl ^kw, ^t41 ^5tCl 

(7# ctort ^t<n 1 ^ *rtar 4TO % 1 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi RAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, the first and the 
foremost question which is agitating our minds is the food problem; 
in Chittagong there is great scarcity of rice which is selling at one 
and a half seer per rupee. Thousands of poor and middle class people 
$re starving for they cannot make their two ends meet. I understand 
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that the Central Government have made arrangements for import into Bengal 
of large quantities of rice which will arrive within the next few days. I 
therefore most strongly urge the Government to send a portion to Chittagong 
at once and if it is delayed one thousand tons should be immediately sent 
from the Government stock in Calcutta. I would also suggest that a census 
of stock of rice and paddy in the hands of the agriculturists and the merchants 
be taken at once. But if the Hoifble Minister thinks that he has got no 
power to help us he should tell us point-blank whom should we approach. 

The second important problem is the question of imposition of collective 
fines upon Muslims for no fault of their own. They have been victimised 
and harassed at this critical time of acute distress in the country. Perhaps 
this is an attempt to shatter the unflinching loyalty of the Muslim com- 
munity in general towards the British rule and indirectly compel them to 
join the Congress subversive movement. Since the movement started 
Muslims as a class have kept themselves completely aloof which has been 
admitted by Government. But unfortunately the Muslims of Durgapur and 
Satarua villages, police-station Mirsarai, district Chittagong, were penalised 
for burning the post offices of Bharodas hat in village Durgapur and Karer 
hat in village Satarua by the Hindus. 

The poor and innocent Muslims did not join the Congress movement at 
all, but on the other hand they worked as members of the Village Defence 
Society and patrolled the villages and railway lines as well. Even during 
the month of fasting (Ramzan) they ungrudgingly performed the patrol duty 
in spite of their serious inconveniences. The Hindus did not join the patrol 
party and on the contrary defied the orders of the authorities, hut no step** 
were taken to make them special constables. In the absence of whole! ime* 
guards patrolling by the village defence parties could not slop the 
incendiarism, as the parties were supposed to do patrol du<\ during certain 
specified hours of the night. I may mention here that in the town of 
Chittagong the Town Kims Mahal Office which is situated by a Warden Rost 
and near the Kotwali and where police and military patrol was regularly 
going on was burnt down to ashes with all its records by incendiary fire 
causing serious inconveniences to the public. Having regard to these facts,, 
how the Government is justified in imposing collective fines on Muslims of 
those villages? It is alleged that they neglected their duties. How they 
neglected their duties is beyond imagination. There is a vast gulf of 
difference between one who is guilty and one who is not. Since 1918 
Durgapur is one of the notorious places in India for its seditious activities 
and subversive movements. Paragraph 103, page 70 of the Rowlatt 
Committee's Report of 1918 showed the position and since then the revolu- 
tionary organisations have been going on in Durgapur. In the last Chitta- 
gong Armoury Raid Case, in the tampering with railway lines and cutting 
of telegraphic wires, the Hindu youths of Durgapur played a prominent 
part. Even last year an absconder of the Armoury Raid Case was arrested 
in the said village in a Hindu house and a woman was also convicted for 
harbouring the absconder. A few days before the burning of the post 
offices,^ fire was set to the dak bungalow at Zorwarganj which was partly 
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damaged after the Congress declaration of civil disobedience. But the local 
police officer in charge, who was a Hindu, did not take any prompt action to 
haul up the recorded members of the revolutionary party. It is simply 
impossible for Muslim residents of the^eaid villages to recognise the miscreants 
and keep watch over their secret movements as Hindu quarters and Muslim 
quarters are situated at a respectable distance from each other; besides, the 
majority of Muslims are uneducated and they have had no opportunity to mix 
with Hindu bhadralogs . Thus the Muslims were quite in the dark about 
what the Hindu youths were doing. Besides, Bharadas Hat P.0, is in the 
centre of a Hindu village. Knowing full well for many years past as to 
who were responsible for mischievous activities there, it is unjust and unfair 
to penalize the poor Muslims for t lie offence of others. I therefore strongly 
condemn the action of the Government and urge to remit immediately the 
penalty realised from Muslims of those villages. 

The sufferers of Durgapur submitted a representation to Government for 
remission of the fines, hut no orders have yet been passed. On the other 
hand, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister made a statement sometime ago that 
on the recommendation of the District Magistrate the collective fines were 
imposed. He shifted the responsibility from his shoulder to the local 
officer and Dr. S. P. Mukerji in his statement the other day thrust all the 
blame for collective fines upon the Governor. But we find that Sir Md. 
Sadullah, the Chief Minister of Assam, advised and persuaded the Governor 
to pass orders excluding the Muslims and Government officials from payment 
of collective fines for similar offences committed there. I think our Chief 
Minister was afraid of his Hindu colleagues to make such suggestion to the 
Governor, as he has to depend entirely for his present position upon Hindu 
support. So the position now occupied by a Muslim as Chief Minister of 
Bengal is a curse to the Muslim nation. 

I urge my Muslim colleagues on the other side of this House to pause for 
a moment and think whether they are in any way justified in supporting a 
Ministry which is dominated hv the Hindus and is quite unable to defend 
the Muslim interests. How long should they shut up their eyes and allow 
such a zoohim upon the Muslim nation to go on? 

(The member at this stage having reached the time-limit resumed his 
neat.') 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will say a few words and resume 
my seat. I need only touch a few points. Government have not granted 
dearness allowance to the staff of this House. We know that charity begins 
at home, but the employees of this Assembly have been deprived of that 
privilege by the present Government. The dearness allowance that has been 
sanctioned for the staff attached to the Legislative Assembly is very 
inadequate. If we look to the allowance granted by the other departments, 
say for example, the Government of India Railway Department, we find 
that they have granted dearness allowance to their staff drawing up to 
Bs. 200 at the rate of Rs. 10 per month. Over and above that, they have 
given other allowances; but here the staff who are attending both iporning 
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and evening are working without any house allowance, without any con- 
veyance allowance and without any considerations whatsoever. You might 
remember that one person one day fainted and fell down. Is there anybody 
to take any interest in the unfortunate people? They work both in day and 
night. In the evening they are to remain up to 10 o'clock at night and in the 
morning they have to come at 7 o’clock. There is no house attached to the 
Assembly building, and these men have to come five or six miles without 
any conveyance allowance. In the old Council before the Government of 
India Act, 1935, those men who attended after 7 a.m. were granted an 
allowance up to four or five rupees, but that privilege has been denied to 
them by the present Government. I do not know the reason why they have 
discontinued that privilege. I therefore draw the attention of the Home 
Minister to consider this point and request him to give us a reply whether 
he is prepared to consider this point or not. With these words. Sir, I resume 
my seat. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will speak on the demand 
and while doing so I will try to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Ministers 
of the House to the serious situation prevailing in our part of t he country. 
Sir, an alarming situation has developed in the count r\ side since this House 
discussed the food problem facing the province. Supply of paddy and rice 
has (It ied up in many places. In my constituency, in main areas where 
famine conditions are prevailing, no padd\ and rice uorth mentioning are 
available for sale. Whatever small and insignificant quantities are available 
intermittently in black markets are selling at fabulously high prices. The 
question now is not only of high and prohibitive prices, but it is one ot 
supply and availability. I have seen well-to-do families able to bin at high 
prices living on potatoes for days together, because no paddy and rice are 
available in the markets. Sir, it seems we are already in the grip of another 
‘ ‘Mannantar”. May T ask the Hon’ble Ministers bow i hey intend to deal 
with the situation. Needless to say that it will brook no delay. Are they 
going immediately to throw supply in those areas where it has dried out ? I 
ask the Hon’ble Ministers what do they intend to do with the stork purchased 
by the Supply Department? Will they utilize that for the urban areas and 
the millhands only, or will they throw that stock to relieve rural areas alsoP 
So far the Ministry has not come to the relief of the rural people either with 
denial rice or with the stock in the hands of the Supply Department. On 
the contrary, they have aggravated the distress of the rural people by making 
high purchases even in heavily deficit districts. They’ have not only bought 
from deficit districts, but removed the whole stock to Calcutta. What can 
be the meaning in removing large stocks from deficit zones? If tlie Govern- 
ment have the supply and solution of the problem of the deficit districts in 
miud, it is necessary to import stocks there from outside. 

Sir, from my district which is deficit to the extent of 58 per cent, 
according to available statistics, thousands of maunds of' paddy and rice have 
been bought and are being exported daily to Calcutta in spite of the embargo 
recently^ promulgated by Government. Only the other day I learnt that 
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hundreds of niaunds or so of rice are being exported to Calcutta. From these 
deeds or rather misdeeds of the Ministry the desperate situation, which I 
alluded to, has arisen in my constituency. Thousands of people are starving 
there and are standing on the threshold of sure death from starvation. 

Sir, to crown all these my * constituency has been afforded the unique 
privilege of entertaining thousands of guests of His Majesty’s Government, 
namely, the Arakanese refugees. I have learnt that at least 50 thousand of 
these refugees have been placed at Katabari in police-station Gobindaganj. 
Several thousand** have already arrived. More are still arriving. These 
are the ways in which the administration is helping the distressed people of a 
deficit district. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr, TAMIZUDDiN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had two motions 
regarding the removal of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the 
Faridpur District Board, but I do not like to move them as you have ruled. 
I support the general motion that has been moved by my honourable friend 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. 

First of all I congratulate the Khan Bahadur on the excellent speech he 
has made and on the thorough exposure of the shamelessness of the Govern- 
ment and of the campaign that is being pursued by the Government to 
supersede the district boards presided over by and to take action against 
chaiimcn who are Muslim Leaguers. 1 shall supply this House with an 
illustiat ion of this policy of the Government of Bengal with regard to the 
Dis trict Board of Faridpur. Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali has shown, Sir, 
that Government is in a difficulty in the case of the Dacca District Board 
because Government has no case to supersede the Dacca District Board on 
the grounds stated. Similar difficulty was experienced by the Government 
in the case of the Faridpur District Board because there was a chairman 
whose work had been commended by two successive Commissioners of the 
Dacca Division. Mr. Fawcus, the then Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 
and Mr. Blair both gave him very good certificates for the work done by 
Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury, the chairman. They said that the board was 
being well run and the chairman was efficient. This being so, the Govern- 
ment had some difficulty in dealing with the Chairman of the Faridpur 
District Board, but t lie resourcefulness of the Government was equal to the 
occasion and I shall show, Sir, what steps and what subterfuge the Govern- 
ment resorted to to remove the Chairman of the Faridpur District Board. 
Sir, about the month of September last a notice was issued on the District 
Board of Faridpur to show cause why the board should not be superseded on 
certain grounds. One month’s time was given to show cause. You will be 
surprised to hear. Sir, on what grounds an explanation was called for. All 
the grounds on which explanation was called for were covered by the audit 
note i>f the Accountant-General, Bengal. Y r ou know that all district boards 
are audited annually, and the Faridpur District Board was similarly audited 
and certain objections were taken on the audit note. These were all minor 
matters of administrative details, some of which happened loi^g before 
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Mr. Yusuf Ali Chaudhury became the chairman of the district board. Now, 
Sir, three months 1 time is given to a district board to give explanation by the 
Accountant-General, Bengal. The time for giving explanation had not 
expired, but still the Government thought it fit to call for an explanation 
from the district board as to why it should not be superseded on those very 
grounds. In fact, that was not the time when the audit note of the Account- 
ant-General, Bengal, ought to have been forwarded to Government, and I am 
sure it was not forwarded because the time for submitting explanation had 
not expired. Government procured a surreptitious eop\ and made the audit 
n >te the ground for superseding the District Board of Faridpur. 

There was another additional ground, and it was this that the chairman 
had let out the use of the district board loud speaker for propaganda against 
Government. As you know, Sir, district board properties are ver\ often let 
out on hire on payment of rent; many of the articles of the Faridpur District 
Board were similarly let out. In this case also, the loud speaker was hired 
to the Muslim League for a period of time. Sir, w lien the board was asked 
to give an explanation, the chairman formally asked foi some time being 
given, but \ou will be surprised to hear that by a telegram the extension of 
time was refused b\ the Hon’lde Minister in charge. Government took 
advantage of an occasion which was offered by a meeting of the Faridpur 
District Board that was to be held on the 28th October last. A da t \ before 
the’date of the meeting the (Lief Whip of the Progressive Government Parly 
visited Faridpur along with some other Progressive M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. 
and there he collected together the Subdivisional Officers who were members 
and several other non-official members of the district board at a particular 
place and put this categorical question to those members of the district 
board: “Look here, you are going to lose your membership. Unless you 
decide to remove the chairman you lose your membership because in that 
case the board is going to be superseded.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can make your submission after the member has 
finished his speech. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That was the day before the meeting of the 
district board. Now, Sir, on the 28th on which the meeting was to be 
held notice was given for holding two meetings — one a special meeting and 
another an ordinary meeting. In the special meeting there was one subject. 
The subject was consideration of the subject of delimitation of constituencies, 
and there was a general meeting in which also there was one subject, namely, 
item No. 24 — consideration of the letter of Government asking for an 
explanation from the district board as to why it should not be superseded. 
Now, Sir, as soon as this special meeting began, it was pointed out by a 
certain member that that was not a proper subject for a special meeting 
under the rules and the chairman held that the special meeting was not in 
order. The party in the board who are supporting the present Government 
were trvitig to bring a no-confidence vote against the chairman in the said 
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special meeting, but they had tabled no motion whatever for that pui pose. 
What they did was an attempt to bring that subject in the course of the 
sitting of the day by hook or by crook. Sir, it is atrocious that a subject 
like the removal of the chairman could be attempted to be brought at a 
meeting without previous notice. The attempt was made in connection with 
item No. 24. But the chairman very properly held that such a motion was 
out of order. These are the facts and what they did next was to collect 
signatures ’on a draft resolution outside the House. Same of the signatures 
were procured in the house of the District Magistrate, and other members 
of the district board were approached in their own houses even next day or 
several days after the meeting and a number of signatures were procured 
under threat or after exercising undue influence. You will be pleased to 
see that on the very next day of the meeting of the 28th the chairman 
forwarded the proceedings of that meeting to the Commissioner, through 
the Collector. Seven days after the meeting, a member who belonged to the 
Opposition Party forwarded to Government his own report of the proceed- 
ings of that meeting. Government probably thought that they should not 
take action on that report, and they asked the Commissioner of the Division 
to make an enquiry into the matter. The Commissioner of the Division, on 
the report of the Collector, reported that a motion like that, namely, for the 
removal of the chairman could not be brought at that meeting and, in fact, 
he held that the ruling of the chairman declaring the motion to be out of 
order was correct. The Commissioner further said that there were certain 
irregularities in the pocedure adopted at the meeting and maintained that 
the best course would be to annul the proceedings and hold another meeting 
in which the subject of the board’s explanation might be properly consider- 
ed, and he also said that if any member or members wanted to bring a no- 
confidence motion against the chairman he or they could do so after giving 
proper notice as required by the rules. You will be surprised to know, that 
after that the Minister in charge of Local Self-Government either sent for 
the Commissioner of the Division or took advantage of an occasion when the 
Commissioner happened to be in Calcutta and there he tried to induce him, 
as far as reports go, to agree with him for the removal of the chairman on 
the report of the proceedings of the meeting as forwarded by one of the 
members. Apparently, the Commissioner was not willing to agree. He was 
confronted with legal opinion. I submit. Sir, that legal opinion, if any, 
must have been based on misrepresentation of facts. If it was stated to the 
Advocate-General that signatures were obtained outside the House and on 
the basis of that an attempt was being made to remove the chairman 
certainly his opinion would have been otherwise. I am sure that % the facts 
were misrepresented and therefore proper legal opinion was not obtained. 
I would challenge the Hon’ble Minister to state whether actually the Com- 
missioner gave in writing his opinion that he agreed with the legal opinion. 
This is the state of things, Sir, under which the chairman was removed. The 
next meeting of the board was to be held on the 28th November, and it was 
on the 26th November, t.e., two days before that meeting, that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal by an extraordinary gazette took the extraordinary course 
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of removing* the Chairman of the Faridpur District Board out o{ fear that 
if it was not done before the 28th ; then in the meeting* of the 28th the 
proceedings of the last meeting as reported by the chairman would be 
confirmed and in that case it would not be possible to take action against the 
chairman on the strength of the report of the meeting of the 28th October 
as reported by a pro-Governmeiit member of the board. Therefore, Sir, in 
hot haste on the 26th by an extraordinary gazette they removed the chairman. 

These are the circumstances under which the chairman was removed. 
There are also other things. I have to finish my speech forthwith. Other- 
wise I could place before the House further facts to show the manner in 
which the Government have gone out of their way to remove the chairmen 
of district boards who are Muslim Leaguers or who otherwise are their 
political opponents. Sir, I support the motion moved by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali. 

Mr. Y0U8UF MIRZA: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. My 
name has been mentioned with regard to the Faridpur District Board. I 
can assure you that I did go to Faridpur, but it was on a shooting excursion 
and with regard to nothing else. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to speak on cut motion 
No. 2 moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan on the failure of the Ministry to 
assume responsibility for the actions of the officers of Government. 

Sir. it is a most astonishing tiling that it should be possible for a motion 
of this nature and in these terms to be moved in any Constitutional Legis- 
lature, but that it has been moved legitimately in this Legislature has been 
proved b\ events in the last session and even more by events and utterances 
in this House in the present session and, in fact, it is not only essential that 
it should be moved but it has become a matter of urgent necessity. 

Sir, it is axiomatic that when Ministers accept office in a Constitutional 
Government they accept responsibility for the conduct of the administration 
under that Constitution; and, as heads of various departments, they accept 
responsibility for the conduct and work of the administrative officers under 
their control. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Who are responsible to them.) 
Since a Ministry directs the conduct of the administration, it is fundamental 
that Hon'ble Ministers must defend the conduct of their own officers against 
criticism in the Legislature; and to do otherwise is, in our opinion, to 
undermine the administration, to strike at the roots of Constitutional Govern- 
ment itself and to invite chaos and anarchy. 

Sir, a Ministry cannot disclaim responsibility for the administration and 
expect to remain in office. If a Ministry, in whole or in part, feels that it 
has lost its grip on the administration, the only logical thing for it to do is to 
resign and make way for those who, with an equal knowledge of the consti- 
tution, (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Who would be “show-boys” of the 
Governor!) are prepared honestly to accept the responsibilities of office. 

The existence of a strange ethereal body — a Council of Ministers — remote 
from the administration, and even presuming to criticise and judge that 
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administration, was suggested in this House during the last session, but the 
new creed was first given concrete form by Dr. Syamaprasad. Mookerjee in 
this House during the present session^when he made a statement explaining 
his resignation. From that statement it was obvious that Dr. Mookerjee’s 
.real quarrel was with the present Constitution and with the British Govern- 
ment. It was made emphatically clear, as had long been apparent, that he 
was less interested in the duties of a Provincial Minister under the existing 
Constitution than with all-India political matters, and his main object was 
‘dearly to bring about a change in the present Constitution. On the consti- 
tutional issue Dr. Mookerjee has every right to his own opinion and every 
right to express it, and he is entitled to hold what views he likes. I believe 
!he thinks conscientiously that he is right; we think he is wrong, but holding 
-the views which he does and which he did his action in resigning from the 
Ministry was perfectly logical and perfectly correct. 

In his statement, however, he suggested that in this province there was 
a Government within a Government and that the real Government was being 
.run by a small coterie of permanent officials (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: It 
is a fact!) who were obstructing and ignoring the advice of the Hon’ble 
Ministers. Furthermore, he took great pains to assure us that lie had no 
•difference of opinion on these matters with his former colleagues; and in the 
.absence of any statement to the contrary from this Ministry we are left to 
assume that his colleagues or some of them are in general agreement with 
his statement, but not to the extent of following him into the wilderness. 
There again 1 think they were right, but they ^>we to us in the Legislature a 
•denial of that part of Dr. Mookerjee ’s statement with which they did not 
•agree to the extent of following him out of the Ministry. The Hon’ble 
Chief Minister himself promised us a statement as long ago as the 12th of 
last month, but so far no 'statement has been forthcoming. But while 
the Chief Minister has made no reply to that statement, his replies to 
•questions in this House have reinforced the suggestion that he at any rate is 
in general agreement with the picture presented by Dr. Mookerjee. We 
have been treated to confessions that he is helpless in the administration; 
that he has not been consulted on matters of importance; that in many cases 
•action was taken before his consent was obtained; and that in fact the 
Hon’ble Ministers were no more than ciphers sandwiched between His 
Excellency the Governor and the permanent officials. How can we, Sir, 
respect and support a Ministry which confesses to such weakness and 
ineffectiveness while still remaining in office? Self-respect alone demands 
that it should make way for a Ministry with more virility and robustness of 
purpose. 

It appears to us. Sir, that the Hoa’ble the Chief Minister in particular 
has grasped at this new creed as a useful expedient for evading responsibility, 
but still remaining in office. He is prepared at the behest of Dr. Mookerjee 
and the official Congress Party to accept a demand based upon a printed 
statement made by the Hindu Mahasabha for an independent enquiry into 
the conduct of Government officers at Midnapore, knowing full well that 
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in the present military situation such an enquiry was probably impossible; 
and knowing full well also that in these circumstances it would be perfectly 
easy for him to pass on the responsibility for not holding an enquiry to 
someone else. 

It would appear to us, Sir, that while still remaining in office the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister has handed over the reins of Government to Dr. Mookerjee 
and the official Congress Party. Sir, we do not want to be governed by 
Dr. Mookerjee and Dr. Sanyal, we want to be governed by a responsible 
Ministry of Bengalee Ministers which has the strength and courage of its 
own convictions. If the present Ministry feels itself to be in such a weak 
and debilitated state of constitutional and political health that it must hand 
itself over unreservedly into the hands of the Doctors, then, Sir, the right 
thing for the Ministry to do is to take a long rest and hand over the adminis- 
tration to a new and healthier Ministry capable of accepting responsibility 
and dealing with the manifold problems that confront the province at the 
present time. 

The confessions of the Hon’ble Chief Minister show, in our opinion, not 
that he is being frustrated by the permanent officials, but that he is failing 
to govern and direct the administration for which he is responsible. If he 
is. wholly absorbed in the important matter of keeping his party together 
and remaining in power, we can well understand that in many cases he has 
little time for directing and controlling the departments of which he is in 
charge, and that therefore it is quite possible that in many cases he is able 
to state with justification that he has not been consulted or that actions have 
been taken without his consent being obtained. But, Sir, that is his fault 
and not the fault of the Constitution or of the administrative officials. 

We are well aware, Sir, that the activities of the Home Department are 
now largely dictated by war necessities and by the Defence of India Rules. 
But, Sir, Hon’ble Ministers who remain in office do so in the full knowledge 
that they must accept those rules in the same way as they accepted the 
Constitution when they accepted office in the first instance. We are asked 
to believe that the number of times in which the advice of the Ministers has 
been overruled by the head of the State may be — to use the Chief Minister’s 
own words — two to two hundred times with the general idea of convincing 
us that he is generally and constantly being overruled. This may be so, but 
the Chief Minister’s statement has not convinced us nor is it likely to convince 
us, for we believe that the real number of cases in which the head of the 
State has had to exercise his special responsibility can be counted on the 
fingers of one hand. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: How do you know that?) 
That is our belief. 

It is our considered opinion, therefore, Sir that a Ministry which, in 
whole or in part, clings to office while failing to exercise the responsibilities 
of that office and fails in the elementary’ duty of assuming responsibility for 
the actions of its own administrative officers is being honest with neither 
itself, nor the Legislature, nor the country at large. 

3fl 
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I do not consider that all the Ministers in the present Ministry are equally 
Open to criticism on this score, but in yiew of their joint responsibility it is 
not for me to discriminate betweeif them. With regard to their joint 
responsibility, however, for the administrative machine, there are two alter- 
natives open to them : one is to accept full responsibility for the administra- 
tion including its own officers and stay in office and the other, if they feel 
themselves incapable of carrying out that responsibility, is to resign, in 
other words, Sir, to govern or get out. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And make room for youy satellites! 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had no 
mind to intervene in this debate, but after the speech that has been delivered 
by the Leader of the European Group I feel tempted to speak. The Leader 
of the European Group has taken upon himself to misinterpret the Constitu- 
tion under which we are acting here. Nothing, I admit, Sir, is more welcome 
than the straightforward motion of my honourable friend, Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan. His motion is to this effect, that the Ministry ought to have accepted 
responsibility for all the acts done by the permanent officials. That is his 
proposition. (Cries of “No, no” from the Opposition benches.) I say, 
yes, that is his cut motion in print and that is how his motion has been 
interpreted by the Leader of the European Group. Sir, the Government *of 
India Act provides that the permanent officials in this country are servants 
of the Crown, and that they are fully under the supervision of the Governors 
and the Governor-General, that is, the representatives of the Crown here. 
That is, Sir, what is provided in the Government of India Act. Then, Sir, 
the Joint Committee of the Parliament in paragraph 288 of their report 
indicates the rights of the Imperial Service. There it is stated that the 
permanent servants appointed by the Secretary of' State, have the rights, 
first of all, to complain to the Governor; secondly, they have the right to 
appeal to the Secretary of State; thirdly, they have the right to have any 
order. of posting or of censure passed on any of them to be concurred in or 
approved by the Governor; and fourthly, in other matters also, affecting their 
conditions of service or emoluments they are subject to the orders of the 
Governor or of the Secretary of State. That is, Sir, the Constitution here. 
Nowhere does the Constitution provide that, they are to serve the Ministers. 
Sir, that is the differentiating position so far as the constitutional position 
of the permanent officials in this country is concerned. But what is the 
duty of permanent officials in independent or self-governing countries? For 
instance, what are their duties in England? “The foremost function of a 
civil servant” in England says Mr. Jennings, “is to protect his Minister”. 
“And”, says Mr. Jennings, “since the Minister must not be exposed to 
criticism, the department must not make mistakes”. Here it is the contrary : 
here the Ministers are expected to ditto everything that the permanent 
officials do; here the Ministers are expected to whitewash all the misdeeds 
of the permanent officials; here the Ministers are expected to extol all the 
excesses that may be committed by the permanent officials ; these are t expected 
here. Sir, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan made it a point that the Chief Minister 
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was not satisfied with the enquiry that was made by the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, in respect of certain firing incidents and that he was 
disposed to make an independent enquiry. Sir, he was surely within his 
rights to do that; even in England this is done and this is never considered as 
the letting down of permanent officials. Mr. Ivor. Jennings in his book, 
“Parliament”, has given the following famous example: “On 17th May, 
1928, Mr. T. Johnston, by private notice, asked the Home Secretary, 
‘whether he was aware that on Tuesday, the 15th May, at about 1-50 p.m., 
two police officers called at the place of business of Miss Savidge, and without 
affording her any opportunity of communicating with her parents or legal 

advisers conveyed her to Scotland Yard, and that there she was 

questioned by two police officers for a period exceeding five hours; and 
whether such action w^as authorised by the right honourable gentleman in 
connection wuth his enquiry into Sir Leo Money case?’ The Home Secretary 
returned a soft answer, giving some information, and stating that he w r as 
making enquiries. Further questions followed producing a telephoned 
message from Scotland Yard which, being read by the Minister, W'as 
interrupted with cries of ‘shame’ !” 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : So it appears that “shame” is parlia- 
mentary. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : “At the end of questions, 
Mr. Johnston moved the adjournment of the House. The motion was 
accepted by the Speaker and was adequately supported. Thereupon a debate 
took place the same evening. The Home Secretary sent for the Director of 
Public Prosecutions and the police officers. While Mr. Johnston was 
speaking to the adjournment motion, the Minister’s private parliamentary 
secretary secured a denial of some of the allegations from the police officers; 
nevertheless, the Home Secretary at once consented to a public enquiry.” 
That enquiry was conducted by a Tribunal and “the enquiry resulted in some 
criticism of the police, and a Royal Commission then examined the whole 
question of police powders and practice.” Sir, that w*as not considered 
letting down the permanent officials in England; but here if the Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq comes forward to agree to an independent enquiry or even to 
instituting a judicial enquiry, it is considered that he is Jetting down the 
permanent officials. What are the Ministers expected to do here then? 
They are expected, as I have stated before, to ditto, to approve, to sing 
Hallelujah and to whitewash all excesses and misdeeds committed by the 
permanent officials. Sir, that is considered to be the business of Ministers 
here by those who invoke the Constitution, prate of Constitutions and in the 
name of Constitution utter all sorts of nonsense. Then, Sir, it is said that 
the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq ought not to have consented to institute a 
judicial enquiry into the Midnapore affairs. Why? Because it is alleged 
that there was a perfect rebellion » there. Assuming that there was a 
rebellion, why should not there be an enquiry into the excesses? Nobody 
questlbns the legitimate measures that might have been taken fpr the 
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maintenance of law and order. The enquiry is to be made as to whether 
excesses were committed or not, if committed on what scale, and whether 
or not innocent people were put to ^unnecessary and terrible suffering as 
narrated on a previous occasion in this House. That is, Sir, the issue that 
the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq considers ought to be enquired into by a judicial 
tribunal and for which the motion proposes to censure him. 

Well, Sir, may I remind the House that there was a Moplah rebellion 
some years ago, and who asked for an enquiry into the Moplah rebellion? 
Did not the members of the Muslim League of the time demand that there 
ought to be an enquiry into the measures taken to suppress the Moplah 
rebellion ? There was, Sir, the Punjab rebellion, and who started *the 
enquiry there into the measures taken to suppress it? The enquiry was 
started by the Home Government of those people who leave their British 
instincts just on landing at Bombay. The enquiry, Sir, was started and 
conducted by a Royal Commission in spite of the fact that there was a 
perfect rebellion in the Punjab. What is the wrong therefore, Sir, in 
instituting a judicial enquiry into the Midnapore affairs I for myself cannot 
understand. Our constitution provides for a two-fold arrangement in the 
governance of the province. In matters of ministerial responsibility, it is 
well known, the responsibility vests in the Ministers; but in other matters 
the responsibility does not vest in them. In the latter case it is for the 
Ministers to cite those instances in which their advices have not been , 
accepted by the head of the executive. It is the only honest, the only 
straightforward course that can be expected of a Minister responsible as he 
is to the Legislature under the Indian Constitution, and that honest and 
straightforward course was conceded by the Viceroy in June, 1987, as a 
result of which the Congress accepted office. The present Constitution as 
interpreted by the Viceroy does not require that one has got to play the role 
of a Minister and dishonestly assume responsibility in cases where no 
responsibility attaches to him. Therefore, he, answerable as he is to the 
Legislature and the people of his province, must disown imputed respon- 
sibility and it is only expected of honest and straightforward men that they 
ought to say what their advice was on a particular question and in which 
cases their advice was not accepted by the head of the executive or not 

followed by the permanent service. 

• 

That is, Sir, what I have got to say in opposing the motion moved by 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. 

Mfi C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a representative of the 
Anglo-Indian community I should be permitted to say a few words on the 
general administration of our province. Let us not only find fault. Find- 
ing fault is quite in order, but let us get at the motive also. The Anglo- 
Indians have a special complaint. Why were “vice areas” opened in our 
midst and men made to vacate their homes? It is against Army Regula- 
tions. Was it to prevent marriages and the growth of our population by 
placing this indignity on us? 
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It is now clear that there is a fight for supreme power and control of this 
province between the Governor and his I.C.S. officers and the Self-Govern- 
ment Ministers of the Coalition Party supported by the party of the ex- 
Min isters. * 

Sir, the Japs are in Burma and it is also said that there are people in 
the country who are in league with the enemy. Therefore the slightest 
disorder in the administration of the province will be an invitation to the 
enemy to invade our province and then God help the lot of us. Sir, who 
will then have supreme control, the Japs or the party the Japs may put in 
power? Under ordinary conditions the Governor could apply section M of 
the Government, of Tndia Act and take the province under his control, but 
as this is a Muslim majority province and one which the great Muslim 
League Leader considers to be within his Pakistan scheme as was seen 
yesterday by his members in this House wearing their special rosettes with 
the letter P. (“Hear! hear!” from Muslim League Opposition benches.) 
It would not be fair to the Muslims unless the Opposition Lender, Sir 
Nazimuddin, was first given an opportunity to rally all the forces of the 
province together, namely, Muslims, Hindus and British and form a 
National Government working in harmony with the Governor and his I.C.S. 
officials. (“Hear, hear” from the Muslim League Opposition benches.) 
This will give certain Hindu leaders an opportunity to vindicate themselves 
who may have been falsely accused of selling our country to the enemy. It 
is not words, but deeds that we want. The Anglo-Indians at such a crisis 
should blindly support the party that stands by the Governor and his I.C.S. 
officers, since the Government of India Act, 1905, allows them supreme 
control. We cannot be traitors to receive favour. Surely the ('live Street 
merchants are not out to cause a revolution in the country and jeopardise 
all their interests. Can we possibly believe that the British Government 
will leave us to our fate? Well, Sir, if this is so, it is doubly necessary to 
throw responsibility on the United Nations of Muslims, Hindus and the 
British who have their vital interests in the country. Therefore, let us form 
a new Coalition.) (Cheers from Muslim League Opposition benches.) 

(At this stage -the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, on another occ 'anion in this 
House, without meaning any offence to any party, and describing the 
difficulties of the Congress Party in the Assembly, I stated that we were 
between the devil and the deep sea. I never imagined, Sir, that that 
remark of mine was one of the truest things I ever said in my life. Since 
yesterday I have been worrying and worrying not knowing what to do, but 
if I had any doubt yesterday I have none now. I must congratulate 
Mr. Hendry ‘for the brilliant speech he has delivered because it has given 
me light. I know which way to go. 

Sir, I am sorry that my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has compelled us 
to take sides. (Laughter from Muslim League Opposition benches.) I am 
glad that the honourable members are amused, but I can promise that they 
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won’t be so cheerful after I have finished. Following the ‘principle of our 
party that we shall judge every matter on its own merits, every issue on its 
own merits, we took care not to entej; into party squabbles or power politics. 
Rut I am sorry, Sir, that my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has 
forced us to take sides. I am also sorry for another reason. The reason is 

thi 8 (A voice from the Muslim League benches: “Pretext !”) Pretext 

is your monopoly, I know. (Laughter.) I am very sorry that we have to 
break our neutrality today. I am very sorry because for the last few weeks 
I have been thinking of the conditions in Bengal. We are before one of 
the worst famines that has ever visited this province. There is want of 
food, want of cloth, want of necessaries of life and there is the Japanese 
menace. I thought, Sir, that no single party, no Cabinet formed of a single 
party was capable of dealing with the problems which have arisen today. 
The best thing for us would be if we had a Cabinet formed of all parties, of 
course all parties who are prepared to work this constitution, i.e., excluding 
ourselves. I thought, Sir, that this is no time for ideological fight. We 
should have a Cabinet, an administrative Cabinet which can provide food, 
which can provide cloth and which can provide the necessaries of life. I 
was not alone in thinking on those lines. There were other distinguished 
members of this House who thought on those lines also. I may mention 
the name of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. He in his usual energetic way 
moved in this matter, and I also tried to help him to the best of my ability. 
I thought that my qualification as an intermediary was not bad, because I 
belong to a party which is completely disinterested in the distribution of 
offices. We saw the leaders of various groups, all the important leaders, 
and we met with an encouraging response from everybody, but there are 
of course difficulties in the way. I do not deny the existence of difficulties, 
borne of the difficulties were solved while the other difficulties are not such 
that they could not be surmounted with a little patience and give and take. 
Therefore, Sir, I am sorry that in the midst of our work my friend 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan thought it fit to spoil our efforts by moving a vote 
of censure. But, in spite of to-day’s debate, in spite of a little bitterness 
which T know will be there, we will try and we are sure we shall succeed 
along with other friends who are working w*ith us in bringing about some 
sort of all party arrangement in this province. 

Coming to the subject under discussion, I am sorry for the vote of censure 
which has been moved and especially for the speech of my friend 
Mr, Tamizuddin Khan, once a rebel in 1921, one of the worst rebels in the 
district of Faridpur who was sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment 
and was even handcuffed I do not know for what reason. (A voice from the 
Muslim League benches: “That was in connection with the Khilafat move- 
ment.”) Yes, for the Khilafat movement. At that, time the Khilafat and 
the Congress worked together. Sir, he has changed and he has changed a 
great deal. (Mr. M. A. H. Ispahani rose to speak.) Sir, I would request 
Mr. Ispahani to wait- and make a well-thought-out speech later on. 

Mr. Speaker, as regards the present Ministry we are also dissatisfied. 
We are dissatisfied because the grievances of the political prisoners have not 
been removed. We are dissatisfied because the question of collective fines 



1943 .] 


DEMAND. FOB GIANT. 


6*0 

has not been properly dealt with. Above all there is the failure to solve the 
question of food. I can mention many other instances. Therefore, Sir, we 
are thoroughly dissatisfied with the present Cabinet. Sir, when my friend 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan moved his vote of censure, unfortunately I was not 
present in this House. I wondered what were the grounds of his censure. 
I thought that once a political prisoner it might be that it was the sorrows 
of the political prisoners that touched his heart. I thought it might be 
connected with the peasants of Bengal, or it might be the question of 
collective fines imposed on innocent people, or it might be the food question. 
But no, none of these. (A voice from the Muslim League benches: “We 
are anxious for our food.”) Yes, I know that you are anxious for your own 
food. (Laughter.) Mr. Speaker, the sensitive heart of the ex-rebel was 
not touched with all these questions. He was angry because the poor help- 
less Indian Civil Service Officers were being let down by this Cabinet ! 
(Mr. Atul Chandra Sen: He has seen new light!) Yes, he has admitted 
that. His position is that this Cabinet ought to be censured, because this 
Cabinet did . not support the permanent officials, right or wrong 
(Mr. Tamizuddin Kiiyn:I never said that.) If you never intended to say 
that, you should not have read that speech written by somebody else. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Speaker, before I examine the various charges if I have time to do 
st), I want to say a few words about the position of the executive in this 
country. I do not pretend, Sir, to be a constitutional pandit like llai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri or my friend l)r. Nalinakshu Sanyal. As far as 
I have understood the position of the executive in this country according 
to the Constitution of 19d5 and later amended in 1 9*19, the function of the 
executive can be divided roughly into four categories. There is first of all 
the field of ministerial responsibility. In this field the Governor takes and 
is bound by the advice given by the Ministry. So long as the present Civil 
Service carries out that policy and also carries out in a manner desired by 
the Ministry I think, Sir, they should stand by the permanent officials. 
The second category is the individual judgment of the Governor. In this 
category, Sir, the Governor shall ask for the advice of the Ministry but is 
not bound by t lie advice given to him. Therefore, any order given under 
this category is the Governor’s own order. The third category is Governor’s 
discretion. In this category the Governor is not bound to ask for advice. 
Therefore, an order given under this category is completely the Governor’s 
order. The fourth category is the category in which under section 126A of 
the Government of India Act the permanent Civil Service of this province as 
of other provinces are bound to carry out the orders given by the Govern- 
ment of India from Delhi. Therefore, Sir, I ask my friend Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan, who, after all, must be more familiar with this Act than myself 
because he has been a Minister of the Crown, is it fair to hold the Ministers 
responsible except for all works done under the first category where Ministers 
are responsible for all the acts and all the policies? 

Then, Sir, let us consider another point for a moment. The members of 
the peynanent Civil Service and of all the services owe their appointment 
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to the Crown and owe their promotion to the Crown. They cannot be 
transferred, they cannot be punished, and they cannot be censured even by 
the Ministers. After that, what do we expect? (Maulvi Mxjhammad 
Israil: It is not correct.) I bow^to the superior knowledge of Mr. Israil 
who seems to be an expert in these matters. 

Sir, after this do you wonder that the permanent Civil Service will try 
to sabotage any popular Ministry? They tried the game in the Congress 
provinces. There, because the Congress was in an overwhelming majority, 
that game did not succeed completely, but here it has succeeded because 
there are men like my friend Mr, Tamizuddin Khan who will supply their 
“Yes-men” when they go over to the other side. 

Sir, I want to examine the charges very briefly. I understand that one 
of the charges is that the present Cabinet did not agree with the repressive 
policy of the Government of India. If that is true, I congratuate the 
present Cabinet. 

Now, let me refer to the Calcutta firing. Sir, you remember that during 
this firing some innocent men were — I use the word — murdered. There was 
one instance of a telephone operator being shot and killed on the spot. There 
is another case of a young Bengalee who was going with a list to the market 
to buy things for the marriage of his sister. Now, what is the offence that 
the Chief Minister is charged with? Instead of depending on the report 
of the Commissioner of Police, I do not know whether he requested the 
Secretary of the Progressive Coalition Party or the Secretary of the Pro- 
gressive Coalition Party did it of his own motion, the Secretary appealed to 
the people to give the names of casualties to him. What is wrong in that? 
Everybody knows that in cases of this nature, the people do not like to go 
to the police. If they are killed, they are killed. If they are wounded, 
their first apprehension is that they may be arrested for rioting, at least 
they may be charged with stealing the shots found on their body. Is it 
uunalural then for the people to respond to this public appeal, and I think 
the Secretary of the Progressive Coalition Party did his duty in asking for 
the names of the casualties. 

Next, Sir, let me deal with the arrest of the members of this House — 
this is the most painful of all. After all, Dr. Suresh £handra Banerjee, 
Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguly and others are our friends and they are our 
co-workers. The Chief Minister is guilty according to the honourable 
member on that side because he did not agree with the arrest and continued 
detention of these men. (Mr. K. Siiahaijuddin : Who said that?) l r ou 
are never in this House; that is your difficulty. 

Then, Sir, about the Midnapore enquiry. In Midnapore the allegation 
is that there have been burning of houses — houses belonging to innocent 
people — women have been ravished, and the police have looted. When the 
Chief Minister went to Midnapore, these allegations were, I understand, 
made before him and he has ordered an enquiry. 

Now, what is wrong in that? What is wrong in that when we find that 
the officer at the head of that district has been most deservedly castigated 
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by two Hon’ble Judges of the High Court? It has been said that he was 
guilty of pettyfogging highhandedness. Does anybody criticize this? I do 
not refer to the European Block, but is there any Indian in this House who 
will say that the Midnapore atrocities do not deserve any enquiry? 

Sir, after all, we politicians do not always look at things from the 
same point of view. Therefore, when Mr. Tamizuddin Khan took a 
different view, I felt pain but I was not surprised. But, Sir, I was not 
prepared for dishonesty. If you will read the agenda of the House, you will 
have a surprise. I understand this motion is not an individual motion, 
but it is a motion moved on behalf of the Muslim League Party. Now, 
read motion No. 15 in the name of Mr. Israil. I understand Mr. Israil is 
not only the constitutional patulit, he is also a luminary of the party. Now, 
in motion No. 15 Mr. Israil wants to protest against the arbitrary order of 
the District Magistrate of Mymensingh, Mr. S. Banerjee, i.c.s. That, of 
course, is not interfering with the service and not letting down the perma- 
nent officials. Then there is another motion — No. 16 — in the name of 
Mr. Israil. (Interruptions from Opposition benches.) I know the dis- 
comfort the members on that side are feeling. 

Now, in motion No. 16 Mr. Israil wants to protest against the conduct 
of local official^ for ordering firing upon Muslims. 

* Then, Sir, there is a motion of similar nature by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
himself. I am sure there are not two Tamizuddin Khans in this House. 
Let us go to motion No. 18. By this motion Mr. Tamizuddin Khan wants 
to censure this Cabinet for failure to appoint a Committee of Enquiry into 
the Dacca Jail shooting incidents. Now, what is that? Is not that letting 
down the permanent officials? Now, Sir, the honourable members on that 
side want that we must stand by the permanent Civil Service when- they 
shoot in Midnapore and when they order arrest in Midnapore but there must 
be an enquiry when they touch Mr. Israil, the pandit , and his friends. Sir, 

I was not prepared for such things. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : That is all rubbish. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Ispahani is asking me not to talk 
of rubbish. Sir, I know he is an expert on the commodity. He can even 
turn rubbish into rjce. Sir, before I sit down I want to state again that 
we owe no allegiance to this party or that party. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: We owe no allegiance to any outside body. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I thought you owed allegiance to Muslim 
League. But I was not saying anything about that. 

We have judged Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s censure motion on its merits 
and we find that the motion he has moved is ill-advised. We find that the 
arguments he has advanced are most unconvincing and, what is more, lack- 
ing in honesty. (Cries df “No”, “no” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Sir,. we therefore oppose the motion. 
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Mfi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN? On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 

I am very sorry that I have been misrepresented on so many points. 

Mr, BY CD BADRUDDOJA: On a point of order, Sir. Can the 
honourable member make a speech again P 

•s 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I have been misrepresented on 4 
points and I hope you will kindly allow me to offer a personal explanation 
to make the position clear. 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: On a point of order, Sir. Has the 
honourable member got a right of reply? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. He is not replying. He has not got the 
Tight to reply, but he is rising on a point of personal explanation. He tried 
to rise when Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy was speaking, but I promised to give 
him an opportunity later on. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As I said, Sir, I have been misrepresented 
on 4 points. The first point is 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, if there is anything to be said now 
the Leader of the Opposition will speak. Rut the honourable member has 
no right to make a speech by way of a reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Khan, you, as an old parliamentarian, know very 
well what is meant by personal explanation. I hope knowing full well as 
you do what is personal explanation and what is a reply to a debate you 
will not insist on answering the points raised by Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 
but just in a few words you will state what your points of personal explana- 
tion are. If you have anything more to say you can communicate that to 
your deputy leader or to your leader and one of them will be permitted to 
speak by way of a reply. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is exactly what is in my mind. 
My friend, Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, has stated that I said in my speech that 
the action of officers should be supported by the Ministry, whether right or 
wrong. 1 want to refer you, Sir, to one sentence only 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Y ou need not say anything more. That is quite all 
right. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On the other hand 1 said that the officials 
so long as they are loyal and faithful to the Ministry and do not transgress 
the bounds of * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Khan, your point of personal 
explanation has already been fully stated and you need not say anything 
more. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, for the last two 
days we have been discussing different motions with regard to the budget 
on general administration, but it is no use ignoring the patent fact that the 



im] 


DEMAND FOR GUI ANT. 


fltt 

motion of the day is motion No. 2, which Mr. Tamiiuddin Khan has brought 
before this House with the preliminary observation that it is a censure 
motion and his party wants Government and the House to regard it as such. 
It has received the blessings of the European party today. (Laughter.) 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: All the blood-suckers will doubtless bless it. 

t 

Dr. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. llendrv in his carefully- 
prepared speech 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: He seems to be sleeping. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: No, he is hearing. His ears are 
long enough to enable him to hear my voice. Mr. David Hendry in his care- 
fully-written speech has asked the C'hief Minister, whom I am still proud to 
regard as the leader of the party to which I have the honour to belong, why 
he is not going into the wilderness as one of his colleagues has done. I 
would remind Mr. Hendry and his friends here whether we remain in office 
or not this is our homeland, and we are not going into the wilderness. But 
let me remind my friends to the right that while we hope the Burma affair 
will shine up in greater glory and the reports of the last two days will prove 
false, if, however, things come to the worst and our unfortunate province is 
invaded, then my friends will not even have the time to go into the wilder- 
ness within the Indian soil. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Where shall we go? 

Mr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Plunge into the Arabian Sea. 
Or, you can certainly come to us at the proper time and we shall then tell 
you where you could go. 

Dr NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Why worry? It is quite well known 
to everybody that a lot of aeroplanes have been kept ready by the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce to take our friends the Europeans to a safer zone. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I ask, Sir, what is the charge 
against the present Cabinet ? Let me state in the first place that I have 
my grievances against the maimer in which many things have been done 
by the present Ministry. There are also many in the party to which we 
belong who have grievances against the Ministry. But what is the signi- 
ficance of this motion? The significance of this motion is that the present. 
Ministry is to be thrown out of office so that my friends, Sir Nazimuddin 
and Mr. H. S. Suhrawardv, who is busy carefully revising liis carefully- 
written speech, may re-occupy the Treasury Bench with the willing support 
and co-operation of my friends to the right. Now, Sir, what is the charge? 
The support of the Hindu Mahasabha was sought for during the last few 
days by the very interrupters. That story, Sir, is not going to be narrated 
to-day, and I would ask the Leader of the Opposition to persuade his friends 
not to speak in that strain. Now, Sir, what is the scope of this cut motion? 

It is the failure — the alleged failure — of the Ministry to assume respon- 
sibility for the actions of officers of Government. With regard to the state- 
ment which I read out to this House and in the letters which I had written 
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to the Governor of Bengal which have been forfeited to the Crown — I do 
not know whether copies have been sent to His Majesty the King, — the High 
Court of Judicature in Bombay including a British Chief Justice and a 
British member of the Indian Civil Service have considered that that letter 
does not contain anything that is prejudicial from the point of view of 
security) f the country. Now, Sir, in those letters I narrated the difficulties 
under which the present constitution was being worked in this province. I 
am not troubling the House today with the all-India questions. My 
friends Rai Harendra Nath Chaudkuri and Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy have 
explained that the constitution being what it is, it places the Ministers in 
a position where they have cent, per cent, responsibility but power is 
extremely limited. It is all right for Mr. Hendry to get up here and 
deliver sermons that the action of the Chief Minister strikes at the root of 
the constitutional Government and that he visualises in his night dream* 
chaos and anarchy as a result of the statements made by the Chief Minister. 
If it had been his country, if fie had felt for this province as we the 
unfortunate children of the soil feel, then he would have said, “Yes, what 
has happened in the last few months does strike at the root of the constitu- 
tional Government, les, what has happened during the last few months 
forebodes chaos and anarchy, but the responsibility does not rest on the 
head of the Chief Minister. The responsibility rests” — and I say this with 
a full sense of responsibility myself, — “on the head of the Governor of this 
province. (( heers from Congress Benches.) I am not criticising the 
Governor in his personal capacity but I claim the right to criticise the 
Governor as a part and parcel of the Government of Bengal, as the head of 
the executive Government of this province. I say, Sir, that if there had 
been a Governor like Lord Brabourne presiding over the destiny of this pro- 
vince today, that Governor would not have struck at the root of constitu- 
tional Go\ eminent as Sir John Herbert has done. There have been occasions 
when officers had carried out the orders of the Governor as part and parcel 
of the Government of Bengal without the knowledge and concurrence of the 
Ministers of the province. These are facts. Such instances have happened. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, whose acrobatic performances so far 
as somersaults are concerned, will be remembered with gratitude by genera- 
tions of job-hunters, brought out his charge-sheet. Crime — he started — the 
present Ministry has committed crimes — he is a criminal lawyer of no mean 
repute — he started thinking of crimes, and what are the crimes? The 
present Ministry has not done away with the rebels. Who are the rebels? 
(Mr. TAMizunniN Khan: I never said that.) Y"es, you did say that. Now, 
Sir, so far as the rebels are concerned the allegation was in the first, instance 
that the Ministry had conspired with the rebels. If the Ministry has pro- 
tested against highhanded bureaucratic interference with civil rights, it 
has only done its obvious duty. It has not in the least encouraged disobe- 
dience of law or undermined the correct standard of a just and fair 
administration. Who is a rebel? The rebel of today is the patriot of to- 
morrow. What has been happening in the occupied territory in France? I 
believe, Mr. Porter, if he takes note — I am not noticing his presence ‘here in 
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the gallery — but if he takes note of reports which are allowed to be pub- 
lished in the newspapers describing the manner in which the patriotic 
activities of the free Frenchmen are being conducted in the occupied terri- 
tory, challenging forced Nazi domination, he will himself realise how 
Indians are being instigated to commit similar acts in this country against 
an alien Government. (Cheers.) When such acts are committed in France 
they are described throughout the world as brave and patriotic acts because 
Hitler is occupying France against the will of the people of France. 
(Addressing the European Group.) What about you, my friends? Who 
asked you to remain here? Are you not occupying this territory against 
the will of the people of this country and is it not time that you should go 
home and leave our country to ourselves? 

Now, Sir, the allegation has been made by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that 
the Chief Minister must be beheaded. Why? Because he tried to get a 
report from the Commissioner of Police regarding excesses. What a crime 
it must have been? (Laughter), and what was the report for? Because it 
was alleged innocent Bengalis were being shot at mercilessly on the streets 
of Calcutta. II hat is the allegation next? A Sub-Inspector of Police was 
murdered at Bhanga, and the Chief Minister supported the deputation of 
some mentbers of the Progressive Coalition Party to visit the area of occur- 
rence in the district of Furidpur. What a crime it was that these gentle- 
men hurried to the district representing their constituency? What did 
happen there? There was a serious allegation of disturbance in Bhanga, 
and all that some members of the Progressive Coalition Party, Hindus and 
Muslims, belonging to Faridpur did, was to visit that place in order to help 
the local authorities and soothe the people. They did not go as the 
representatives of the Government of Bengal. That was pointed out with 
sufficient clearness, but still it is a crime, for which Mr. Fazlul Huq has 
got to be ousted from office. Now what is happening in Bhanga today? 
There the murder trial is still going on. Mr. Fazlul Huq did not prevent 
the arrest and prosecution of the people who on the police report are supposed 
to have been complicated in this act of murder. 

So far as Midnapore is concerned, Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy read out certain 
amendments where demands for enquiry had been made by the members of 
the Muslim League Party itself, but he forgot to refer to Midnapore where 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan wants a Committee of Enquiry. “No. 27. Mr. 
Tamizuddin Khan: Implementing the promise given by the Chief Minister 
for appointing a Committee to enquire into the alleged official excesses in 
the district of Midnapore”. I have before me the report of the speech of 
the Leader of the Opposition, and he also * said on that day that if on 
preliminary enquiry the Chief Minister was satisfied that there was a prima 
facie case, there must be an enquiry. (Mr. Tamizuddin Khan: I have 
also said that.) If my friends have said that, then why regard it as a crime 
on the part of Mr. Fazlul Huq? Now let us have the point cleared up. 
Mr. Hendry will have to note this. What is the grievance of Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan? That a Committee of Enquiry should be appointed but it has 
not yet been appointed? Or, why a Committee of Enquiry was at all 
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promised and, as Mr. Tamizuddin Khan stated, the officers thrown over- 
board? Mr. Hendry supports Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, not because the 
Enquiry Committee has not been appointed on account of the Governor’s 
refusal but because the Enquiry Committee was at all promised by the 
Chief Minister on the floor of this House. Now the two are going to sail in 
the same boat, a boat which is unfortunately a leaky one and is not going to 
take them to the shore. Now, Sir, what has happened with regard to Midna- 
pore? We have made allegations of excesses with a full sense of respon- 
sibility ; we have said that there is evidence to show that things have happen- 
ed in Midnapore which are a disgrace to any civilised Government, and if the 
Chief Minister has failed to implement his promise, it is not because the 
Chief Minister did not advise the Governor to act according to the wishes 
of the House, but because the Governor is sitting on the matter and will 
not allow a Committee of enquiry to be appointed. Everyone knows that 
that is the truth, but will the members of the Opposition have the courage 
to stand by the Chief Minister for the bold stand that he has taken for main- 
taining the dignity of the House? 

Now, let me just for a few brief moments refer to Midnapore because 
of the serious nature of the facts which came to my hands only day before 
yesterday. Sir, 1 have got here certified copies of proceedings before the 
courts in Midnapore. In one instance — that is not a solitary instance but 
this is only an example — there was looting by police and troops in a house. 
As tlie looting was going on the owner of the house pointed out that lie was 
not a Congresswalla at all ; he had no sympathy with the Congress and with 
great earnestness produced Post Office Defence Savings Certificates to the 
value of Its. o,500. He said, save us, see how loyal we are.” Assaults and 
destruction had taken place in the meantime. The notes however were not 
left in the house. They were taken away along with other articles by the 
officer who had conducted that raid. Attempts were made to recover those 
notes. The representatives of that family came to Calcutta and one can 
well understand what their feelings were. As the higher quarters were 
being moved, the natural wrath of the local officials fell on that family. 
The only son of the owner of the house, an old gentleman of 60 years of 
age, was arrested under the Defence of India Rules on flimsy grounds. It 
took at least a month and a half before that man was discharged by the 
District Judge, who found that there was not an iota of evidence against 
that man. This was only a fortnight ago. After legal proceedings" were 
instituted, these notes have been recovered from tlie custody of the local 
officials who are still in office in the district of Midnapore. Then what 
happened? This gentleman had in his granary 2,000 maunds of paddy. On 
the 18th Jannary — I have a certified copy of the Subdi visional Officer’s order 
here also— an order was served on this old gentleman that he was to make 
over these 2,000 maunds of paddy immediately. (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri : Under the Defence of India Rules?) Yes, under the 
Defence of India Rules. On the next day before there was an opportunity 
for serving this order on this gentleman, he was brought under arrest and 
proceedings were started against him, because he had not carried out an 
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order of the Subdivisional Officer which was not at all served on him. The 
entire 2,000 maunds of paddy were taken possession of, the gentleman was 
at the same time arretsed; there have been repeated adjournments and he is 
still not at liberty. (A voice from tiie Muslim League Opposition 
Benches: Who is the Subdivisional Officer?) It is not my concern 
whether he is a Hindu, a Muslim or a Christian. He is a Subdivisional 
Officer. I regard the guilty officers as public servants who are not discharg- 
ing their duties. I ask my friends on the Opposition not to enquire about 
the religion of a particular officer. My allegation has never been com- 
munal in character. The Home Minister is helpless. These derelictions of 
duty would come out only if there is an enquiry. You strengthen the hands 
of the Home Minister by insisting on an enquiry and you will see what he 
can do. 

Now, Sir, let me very briefly refer to another incident of zoolum. It ia 
neccessary that the House should know how in the name of civilised 
administration Midnapore is being ruled today. This is the original copy of 
an order under Defence of India llules and hundreds of such orders have been 
served on men in different parts of Midnapore. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, 
Sir. May I know whether the case to which l)r. Mookerjee is referring is- 
not sub judice? 

Mr 8PEAKER: That is no point of order. He is not discussing the* 
merits of the case. 

Mr, AHMED H08AIN: Are all these details relevant? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I have already said that it is relevant. 

Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am glad that there are* 
still some qualms of conscience left in my friends of the Opposition. That 
is why they are feeling a bit nervous about these disclosures and wondering 
how they can possibly stand against truth and please my friends of the 
European Party. (Laughter.) We shall watch and see. 

Now, Sir, the order states that you are to be enrolled as a special 
constable and your duty is to see that there is no trouble or difficulty in any 
part of the area where you are residing. So far so good. Then comes at 
the end a remark that the persons are to come to the police-station every 
morning at 8 o’clock. The old gentleman who has handed over this to me 
lives 9 miles from the police-station. He told me that every day he and 
others have to come to the police-station for doing nothing but just to 
report themselves at 8 a.m. to the officer on duty. Why? The answer is that 
for the defence of India this torture had to be inflicted. (Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin : In your regime also this thing was done against the Muslim 
Leaguers.) Both of us are then in agony. So, let us combine and end this 
tyranny. (Laughter.) We shall also make Mr. Fazlul Huq combine with 
us. Will you come on ! 
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Now, Sir, I come to the last item. This is of a very serious nature. 
I have here copies from the entries of complaints lodged at the police- 
stations. They refer only to some pfarts of Midnapore. There are 78 cases 
of alleged dacoity, robbery, theft and looting reported by persons whose 
properties and persons were interfered with and except in one solitray 
instance no action was deliberately taken by the police in respect^of others. 
I have here details of 85 cases in which names were given and first informa- 
tion reports were lodged and not barring one case the police refused to 
investigate and to protect the lives and propeties of the persons concerned. 
I have also a copy of a confidential circular issued by the Superintendent of 
Police of Midnapore to the effect that for the time being nothing is to be 
done by the police if there are allegations of such a character. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal : Fie, fie!) You call this a civilised administration! 
(Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : Who is at the head?) Sir John Herbert, 
Governor of Bengal. 

Now, Sir, I shall not take more than five minutes 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
reference to .the confidential order allowed under the law of the land? Is 
it in keeping with the Official Secrets Act? 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sue Dr. Mookerjee if you can! 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Confidential documents are of various nature. There 
may be confidential documents circulated to the members of this House 
even. I am not atvare wdiat sort of a confidential document it is. There 
cannot be any general rules that all confidential documents cannot be 
brought before this House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, your ruling refers to confi- 
dential documents in general. But this confidential document contains an 
order issued by a Superintendent of Police. I just want to know whether 
confidential documents of Superintendents of Police can be used in this 
House. I want to be guided. 

Mr« 8PEAKER : I think I am called upon to give- a decision whether 
a curtain confidential instruction issued to subordinate officers by a Superin- 
tendent of Police can be brought in under discussion in this House. I was 
not prepared for this thing, but my off-hand decision would be that papers 
which cannot in law be placed on the library table of this House should not 
be read in this House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? I 
beg to invite your ruling on my point of order which is this : the procedure 
of this House has to be conducted according to the rules of procedure of 
business of this House and this is laid down in accordance with certain 
sections of the Constitution Act. Points of order in this House can be 
raised only if the Buies of Business are infringed or the Constitution Act is 
infringed. * 
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Mr B SPEAKER! Dr. Sanyal, will you please resume your seat? We 
are hearing a very learned speech and an interesting speech or rather the 
most heart-rending speech of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Unfortunately 
he was interrupted and a point of order was raised on which I have given 
my ruling. Now, I hope you of all people will not raise any point of order 
so as to interrupt him further. 

Dr. 8Y AMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I need not refer to that 
document any longer, but I would ask the Chief Minister to find out. under 
whose orders local officers in the district of Midnapore whose duty it is to 
uphold law and order, are violating the elementary canons of civilised 
administration, I would ask the House to draw its own conclusions. 

Sir, I shall just say a few words on the question of collective fines. We 
all know that the Ordinance was passed by the Governor-General. We all 
know further that the Ordinance was promulgated at a time when there was 
a grave emergency in many parts of the country. Whether the Ordinance 
was good or bad is not the subject-matter of my remarks. But knowing the 
facts as I do, I do maintain that there have been cases where this Ordinance 
has been misapplied and all that we have asked for is that there should be 
a review of the cases so that persons who are innocent — no matter to which 
class or community they may belong — should not be penalised as the,\ cannot 
be penalised under the provisions of the Ordinance. Let the Chief Minister 
deny, if he may, if fines have not been imposed under the Governor’s orders 
without the Ministers’ concurrence. Sir, 1 would remind the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister that even in a province which is ruled by a Governor under section 
93 — I mean the Province of Bihar — representations were made on behalf of 
the citizens and the collective fines imposed under the orders of the executive 
officers were not realised. I refer to the big amount which was levied on 
the city of Patna and the Governor of Bihar ordered that about 3 lakhs 
of rupees imposed on Patna should not be realised. We ask for this assur- 
ance from the Chief Minister so far as it lies in the hands of the Council 
of Ministers — we are not asking for the protection of those who have 
offended against the laws — that there will be an impartial enquiry into the 
allegations of unjust imposition which have been made by responsible 
persons and that remission or refund will be made in suitable cases. 

I shall refer only to one instance, and that is the instance of Balurghat 
in Dinajpur. The detailed facts of that particular instance I am not going 
to narrate. I shall not take any more time of the House. The police there 
found it impossible to check the raid on Balurghat and the fact remains that 
the attack was mobilised not by a large section of the people of the town 
itself but by men who came all on a sudden from outside. A sum of 
Rs. 75,000 was. imposed as collective fine on the small town of Balurghat. 
The Government of Bengal, I believe acting with the concurrence of the 
Governor, reduced the sum of Rs. 75,000 to Rs. 50,000. I heard only a 
week ago that this order was not being given effect to by the local officials. 
WJ|en I mentioned it to the Chief Minister, he said that it was impossible. 
He remembered distinctly that orders had been issued and there was no 
37 
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reason why the local officials should dare act in a different manner.' I have 
been satisfied by the information I have received that the orders of the 
Government have not been carried^ into effect and Ks. 75,000 has been 
realised from that particular place in spite of the orders of the Bengal 
Government. Does Mr. Hendry expect that the Chief Minister or any other 
Minister will stand up before the House and say: we are responsible for 
what these officers have done? 

There has been a complete misunderstanding of the constitutional stand 
that we have taken up and I shall conclude my remarks with some general 
observations. We know, Sir, that there are instances where the officers 
are under the constitution responsible to the Ministers. In these instances 
the Ministers must take full responsibility as indeed they have done, unless 
there is any prima facie evidence of excesses, corruption or insubordination 
against them. We know, Sir, that there are spheres according to the 
Constitution of 1935 where the Ministers have no power to interfere with 
the activities of the local officials who work under the directions of the 
Governor of this province who is a part and parcel of the Government of 
Bengal. Even in these matters if the Ministers feel that the action that 
has been taken has been justified, let them take full responsibility, but if 
they feel as honest administrators that there have been cases where the 
officers have gone beyond the limits, have committed excesses or have done 
things which are not justified, would you not credit them with honesty and 
strength of character and will you not expect them to appear before the 
representatives of the people and say: we are not responsible for what has 
happened because the officers have acted under the direction of the Governor 
of Bengal or have gone beyond reasonable limits? What else can the 
Ministers do? The Governor of Bengal has to be shielded: he has to be 
shielded not personally but as a part and parcel of the Government of 
Bengal. Why does he not himself come here and address the House? 
Let him say, “I passed these orders, these were my orders, and 1 hold 
myself responsible for these actions”. The orders will be passed from 
behind the screen in Government House or in Writers’ Buildings and the 
Ministers have to get up and say, “We are sixteen annas responsible for 
what has happened.” Why does not Mr. David Hendry call upon the 
permanent officials and the Governor of this province that in this critical 
time there should be closer co-operation between the Ministry and the 
Governor and the permanent officials, that Ministers must be saddled with 
both responsibility and power? These three parts can work as a team on 
only one condition and that condition is that there should be no clash of 
interests and they should regard as paramount the interests of the people 
of this province. But if there is any conflict of interest and if the Chief 
Secretary or some other officer always thinks of “rebels, rebels, rebels”, 
then of course it will not be possible for any one to administer this province 
in a manner which is conducive to its real welfare and security. At this 
crisis. Sir, I make this appeal for co-operation to all sections of the House 
and I re-echo what my honourable friend Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy has aaid, 
what is the remedy? The remedy is, we must all combine and then we 
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can get what we want. And we can without difficulty combine during this 
critical period, for after all who are suffering today? Not Mr. Duvid 
Hendry’s camp-followers; the people who are suffering are our men, they 
are their men (pointing to the Opposition). If they have to be saved— 
whether it is a question of food, whether it is a question of protection of 
civil liberties — it is for us to forget our party affiliations for the time being, 
keep controversies aside for the present and unite on the basis of one 
constructive programme, and it is then and then alone that we can truly and 
faithfully serve the interests of the people of the province. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHR AWARD Y : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wonder if Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee was at all serious in his last appeal. There can be no 
doubt that we are most anxious to come to an agreement with Dr. Mookerjee 
or his group or any of those who can deliver the goods. We are very 
anxious, Sir, to pool all our resources and sit together for the betterment 
of the province but we refuse to be made pawns in a political game and we 
refuse to place ourselves under the subservience of I)r. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee. He wishes to have us, not for the purpose of unity, but only 
if we can advance his own cause, namely, disunite the Muslims, so that he 
may pull the strings. He may have found a good pawn in the present Chief 
Minister of Bengal. But lie will not be able to treat us iu that fashion. It 
is not necessary for me to enter into the details, in this forum, of the attempt 
that we earnestly and sincerely have made for the purpose of creating a 
united front. Those attempts have failed and I do not wish to discuss who 
was responsible for the failure. But Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee may 
remember that I made it clear to him that he was playing with us all the 
time and that he had never been sincere. I still say so on the floor of this 
House that in spite of what Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has said here today 
he is not serious in his utterances. I do know that he is a great orator and 
a great speaker but I did not know that he is a great actor, for today he has 
shown not only his forensic but also his histrionic abilities. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is probably due to my associa- 
tion with you. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Probably it is due to his constant associa- 
tion with the Hon’ble the Chief Minister of Bengal who has from his 
position as Chief Minister on many occasions acted to the great amusement 
of us all. 

Now, Sir, I will quote one sentence of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee ’s 
speech in order to define our own attitude. He uttered the sentence twice 
and I shall utter it twice. It is this: “There is a complete misunderstand- 
ing of the stand we have taken”: “There is a complete misunderstanding 
of the stand we have taken”. Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy has used a very harsji 
word with regard to Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s motion. He spoke of 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, not personal of course, but of his political dishonesty. 

I am prepared to return that compliment tenfold to him, to Rai Harendra 
Nath Chaudhuri and to Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Sir, they have deli- 
berately *misrepresen ted our attitude. Never have we contended that 
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Government officials must be supported always, no matter whether they are 
right or whether they are wrong. But what we demand is that the Chief 
Minister or anybody responsible for the administration should come clean 
and declare “I consider this officer is right and I support him” or “I con- 
sider this officer is wrong and I censure him” ; but he must not be permitted 
to say, “the officer may be right or may be wrong, but what can I do? 
If he is wrong I cannot appoint a Committee of Enquiry because I am help- 
less, because 1 am powerless, and because I am a sandwich”. What we 
want is a clear-cut policy from him and this we have been demanding all 
along. It is absolutely dishonest on the part of these three gentlemen to 
assert that our viewpoint is that we must support the permanent officials, 
rightly or wrongly. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has discussed certain 
specific items. Before I deal with them I shall refer to certain demands 
for enquiry against officers that we ourselves made but which Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee, when he was a Minister, did not concede. In Noakhali 
our Muslim League members were detained, interned, prosecuted — (A voice: 
And persecuted.) yes, and persecuted under the Defence of India Rules for 
the sole crime of criticising the Ministry. Sir, we demanded an enquiry 
time and again ; there was no enquiry ; the oppressions continued with 
greater vigour. Sir, this has taken place not only in the district of Noakhali 
but throughout Bengal. Orders have been passed by officers that we 
cannot publicly criticize the policy of Government or even criticize the 
conduct of the Ministers — a most astounding order, and order which no 
person with any pretence of acting constitutionally can support. We, Sir, 
asked for an enquiry, but did Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee agree to it? 
Far from it , the officer was crushing and gagging Muslims, and that was 
enough to secure him immunity. Sir, we are not against taking action 
when a prima facie case is made out against an officer. When we were in 
the Ministry there was the Kaliganj shooting case. Sir Nazimuddin at 
once went down to the spot himself, made enquiries; he expressed himself 
dissatisfied with the action of the officers, and appointed a Special Officer 
to make a detailed enquiry. Sir, a report was submitted by the enquiring 
officer but we do not know what has happened since, as we came out of 
office then. It is up to Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and the Chief Minister 
to say as to what were the results of that enquiry, or whether they took any 
steps thereafter or shelved it. Then there was the incident at the Islamia 
College. We ordered a judicial enquiry. We are not averse to proceeding 
against officers if we think that they are wrong. I do say most definitely 
that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri and 
Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy have been most dishonest in their attacks on us and 
why; — because they foist on us a viewpoint which we do not possess, and 
then proceed to criticise it and castigate us. I can definitely tell them that 
what they maintain is our policy, is not the policy of the Muslim League. 
Yet, Sir, when I find that Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, for whom I have very 
great respect for his courage of conviction, which keeps him out of office, 
deliberately distorts our point of view, so that he can salve' bis conscience, 
and support the Ministry, which is on the verge of a downfall, what else 
can 1 say other than this is a species of political dishonesty, when .he knows 
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that the Ministry’s policy and vaccillation on this point deserves nothings 
hut condemnation; one, however, can understand his attitude as he is funda- 
mentally against the constitution, but really what we cannot understand is 
the attitude of the Government Party who are supposed to be working tliia- 
constitution. When Mr. David Hendry was delivering his speech and ex- 
plaining the constitutional position — I am going to say .something which 
will cause the opposite party to bray, I can anticipate this. Sir, I do con- 
gratulate Mr. Hendry for his well-reasoned, well-balanced speech, one of 
the best that has been delivered on the constitutional position on the floor 
of the H ouse. (Mr. Ktrvn Sankak Roy : SPH 1 (Loud 

cries and laughter from the Progressive Part\ Benches and countercries 
from the Opposition Benches.) There you are. Sir, honourable members 
opposite have started braying; they may bray as much as they like 

Mr. YUSUF MIRZA: On a point of order, Sir. Is the honourable 
member in order in using the expression “bray”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What has surprised me is that a person of 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s eminence has used the expression “bray”. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: All right, Sir, I will not use that expression 
and I withdraw* it; but being ill-versed in the nuances of the English lan- 
gauge, I do not know the word which will most adequately express the out- 
burst of feeling of m\ friends opposite. K+r, at llie time of the exposition of 
the constitutional position of this province by Mr. David Hendry, he was 
interrupted with remarks from the opposite side, that the constitution was 
a farce; that the Ministry had no power under the constitution. Well, Sir, 
if the Ministry feel that they have no power under the constitution what are 
they sitting there for? If you do not believe in the constitution, or if you 
think that the constitution is unworkable, then you must come over to this 
side and be in the Opposition. (Tries of “so that you can step into our shoes” 
from the Coalition Benches.) I know. Sir, if these gentlemen, at any rate 
the Muslim members opposite, obeyed their conscience and their consti- 
tuencies, they would have long ago left their present part t > . Sir, the reason 
why they are still sticking to their Chief Minister is on account of the 
personal gains and personal favours that they have received, are receiving, 
and expect to receive. I may tell them that if they come over to this side 
their conscience wifi be clean, and their face will be whitened before the 
people. (Cries of “canvassing will not do” from the Progressive ( oalition 
Benches.) Sir, this is politics; and I am not afraid to declare that we have 
been canvassing recently — and in the course of the canvassing we have 
come to know on what ground each individual member of the Progressive 
Party is supporting the Chief Minister, and we know T , Sir, wdiere the bone 
sticks in tli£ throat in the case of each of those gentlemen opposite, and 
hence what I have said, I have said with the fullest sense of responsibility. 
If those gentlemen do not helieve in the Constitution, if they want to deride 
it, and make a farce of it, let them get out. Whoever takes their place 
does not matter. We who have been out of office for sixteen months have 
grown ^accustomed to it; we are not anxious to get back; but sometime* 
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if we wish to do so, it is solely with the object of serving the province which 
is in dire need. We know, we are certain, that as long as those incompetent 
and dishonest persons are in power there is no safety for our country. We 
know that as long as those persons, who have slept throughout the tenure 
of their office, who have not tackled a single problem in Bengal, who have 
allowed the permanent service to carry on, and yet who do not take the 
responsibility for the action of the permanent service, as long as they are 
in power, there can be no good for this province. If you have the courage, 
come and do something to turn out those incompetent people who have 
declared themselves helpless, incompetent, impotent, every one of them. 

Now, Sir, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has lectured to us on the Consti- 
tution. They have divided the constitutional position as regards 
responsibility for the conduct of the permanent officials into several parts, 
the ministerial field, cases of individual judgment and special responsibility, 
and agency under the Government of India Act. Sir, we know, too, what 
the constitutional position is, but what we demand is something more than 
exposition. For instance, if a Government officer takes steps under the 
orders of His Excellency the Governor acting in his individual judgment, 
and you are called upon to take the responsibility for that act, then in that 
case you should either accept the responsibility or disown responsibility. 
You are entitled to come to the floor of the House and say definitely, “here 
is a certain conduct for which I am not responsible,” and then we cannot 
pillory you. But you are not permitted to sit back and say, “I am helpless, 
that was none of my business, and lienee 1 shall neither accept or disown the 
act”. This is what we expect Government to do and unless the Ministers 
frankly adopt this attitude, unless the Thief Minister accepts this position, 
which also Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has urged him to do, he has no 
business to be the Thief Minister of Bengal. Let him come out and say, “I 
accept responsibility for this and disown responsibility for that,” and there- 
after let him do his best. All that we want is a clear exposition. 

Coming to the various incidents, we have been charged with pillorying 
Government because they are alleged to have stated that they differed from 
the Government of India in respect of its repressive policy. No, Sir. If 
they had said so, if they had definitely adopted that attitude, we would 
have known what course to adopt. They will not say anything definitely, 
but continuously raise clouds of dust. The Thief Minister on the floor of 
this House makes one pronouncement ; outside he makes another. One day 
he signs the Hindu Mahasabha document, the next day he goes to Dacca and 
makes a different pronouncement. We wanted him to announce his policy 
on the floor of this House, but we could not get anything definite out of 
him. Let him say that he does not take the responsibility for the action of 
the Government in suppressing the Congress movement : let him say that he 
disagrees with the policy of the Government of India, let him say that he is 
merely acting as the agent of the Government of India. He cannot take 
up the position that he has adopted the policy, but at the same time condemn 
the Government of India as pursuing a wrong policy. We want a categori- 
cal statement from the Chief Minister today upon this point. «• 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


581 


Secondly, Sir, as regards the arrest of Dr. Suresli Chandra Banerjee and 
the other members of the ministerial party to which the two ratnas of the 
Forward Bloc belong 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: On a point of order, Sir. 
What is the Forward Bloc in this House? Who belongs to the Forward 
Bloc? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : You belong to that party. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Sir, is it open to 
Mr. Suhrawardy to say that? 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: If the Hon’ble Minister states that he does 
not belong to the Forward Bloc, I certainly withdraw it. I was under the 
genuine impression that the members opposite who have seceded from the 
Official Congress Party and who occasionally go by t lie name of the suspended 
Congress, are also known as the Forward Bloc : their own paper Hindusthan 
Standard calls them Forward Bloc. It is for those reasons that I have said 
so. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Suhrawardy knows 
very well that I have denied and repudiated this on several occasions on the 
floor of this House, and only the other day the Leader of the Opposition was 
suing me for assistance to form another Bose-League Pact. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Why not? You are not untouchable. 
You have not rebelled against the Muslim League. But if you disown the 
Forward Bloc, I beg of you first to ask your Chief Minister to withdraw 
that remark from the letter which he was written to Mr. Jinnah. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the arrest of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee and 
others, we want the Chief Minister to let us know whether he takes the 
responsibility for the act, or whether lie does not. Let him admit that at 
a party meeting Mr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, Mr. Satya Priya . Banerji 
and others voted for the proposition that Mr. Santosh Kumar Bose and 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee should leave the Ministry after t lie incidents 
of August last; and these are the persons who were subsequently arrested. 
Let him assert, if he can, that he took steps to prevent their arrest, but the 
officers stood in his way. If he makes a statement like that we shall feel 
satisfied . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I correct a little mistake of 
Mr. Suhrawardy? Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee never belonged to the 
other side. He belongs to this party. 

Mr. H. 8,. 8UHRAWARDY: All right, Sir. Now% with regard to Dacca 
Jail shooting incident, it is we ourselves who moved through our Chief 
Whip for the appointment of an Enquiry Committee. We censure the 
officers. We say a priwa facie case has been made out. This is one of our 
grievances, which we are raising on the floor of the House, and we demand 
that the Chief Minister do appoint a Committee of Enquiry as soon as 
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possible. It is no use saying that he aprpoached the Chief' Justice for a 
High Court Judge, but could not get one. He knows that the Chief Justice 
will not spare a sitting Judge. The Chief Minister should take steps and 
appoint others of the eminence of High Court Judges. If he cannot do so, 
let him take the House into his confidence, and tell us that although he 
agreed to appoint an Enquiry Committee, he has no power to do so. There- 
after if we find that he has the power but does not use it, and that he pleads 
helplessness merely because he wishes to stick to his office and curry favour 
with the Governor, then we shall know, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee will 
know, and Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy will know how to deal with the situation. 
But you cannot at one moment tell the Governor, “I am carrying out your 
mandate, ” and over here tell us “What can I do, I am helpless.’’ We, 
Sir, with a largeness of heart, and taking no account of the community to 
which the persons who were shot at in the Dacca Jail belong, whether they 
were Hindus or Muslims, moved that a Committee of Enquiry be appointed, 
we thought that we would get similar support from all the parties over the 
question of an enquiry into the Kishoreganj incident. When persons 1-ffi 
feet away were shot at from the road, and four of them died within the 
mosque, we expected that there would be a Committee of Enquiry on such 
a shocking incident. But again, Sir, we got no redress from the Chief 
Minister (Cries of “Shame! shame!” from the Muslim League benches.) 

Coming to the Midnapore incidents, I consider that the facts related by 
Dr. Mookerjee on the floor of the House are wholly irrelevant and have 
nothing to do with the present issue of responsibility. But if those facts 
are true, if those facts have been proved, and the Chief Minister accepts 
them as true, then it is up to him to say why he has not appointed a Com- 
mittee of Enquiry. The question we are discussing is not whether 
atrocities have taken place in Midnapore, the question is not whether the 
properties of the persons have been looted, the question is not whether 
atrocities have been committed which should not have been committed, the 
whole question is: Does the Chief Minister think that something wrong has 
taken place for which the local officers should be held responsible and, 
if so, it is up to him to pursue the matter to its logical conclusion, or get 
out of office? Sir, office is and should be wholly immaterial. We have 
been out of office for 1G months. We have stayed away on a question of 
principle and we have come closer to the people, we have understood their 
mind, their mentality and their heart better than we did before, and we 
are quite happy where we are. The Muslim community is being oppressed 
by the Chief Minister, by Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu and others (“Question” 
from the Progressive Coalition Party benches.) The Muslim community is 
undergoing the tribulations and privations 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: It is a downright falsehood. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No falsehood at all. You are not a member 
of the Muslim community. What do you know about these things? Mere 
humbugism won*t do. The more the repression the stronger the Muslim 
community will be, and the more it will be able to meet the avalanche when 
it comes. 
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Sir, we have been out of office for 10 months and Mr. Fazlul Huq has 
asked us privately and publicly to join him, and has even offered to come 
over to us, but that is not the point. Office is a purely subsidiary question. 
What we want, Sir, is a clean, honest, brave, and courageous administration, 
and if the Chief Minister and his colleagues cannot give it, because they 
are afraid of the Governor on the one side and they are afraid of Dr. Svama- 
prasad Mookerjee on the other, and they wish to flatter Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy on the third, then that Government cannot last and cannot he conducted 
in a proper manner. 

Sir, I have done. It is wholly incorrect to say, that our party has ever 
suggested that the officers must be supported in all matters. Sir, the 
Ministry owes a duty to the public to reprimand the officers when they are 
wrong. It owes a duty to the officers to support them when they are right, 
and censure them and tell them when they are wrong, so that they may 
behave better in future. We do not contend for a moment that Government 
should always support the officers whether they are right or wrong. (Loud 
applause from the Muslim League Opposition benches.) 

Sir, after this exposition may I call upon Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy and 
Dr. Syamaprjasad Mookherjee to withhold their support from the Chief 
Minister!' (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: One word, Sir. After this exposition I 
want to request Mr. Tamizuddin Khan to withdraw his motion of censure. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is only fair that what Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan said should be repeated, because it is grossly unfair to impute 
to him terms which he has not said. You may allow him just to repeat one 
sentence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou can speak if you like, but what he said is already 
in record. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, all I want to say is this: What 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, how long will the 
debate continue? Trams will stop shortly. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What Mr. Tamizuddin Khan said was this 
“Officials so long as they loyally and faithfully carry out the policy of the 
Ministry and do not transgress the bounds of propriety deserve every protec- 
tion from the Ministry.” That is all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the last 
speaker Mr, Shaheed Suhrawardy has called the occupants of these benches 
dishonest and impotent. It is some consolation at the end of a long day 
to be told that we do not conform to the standards of honesty set by 
Mr. Suhrawardy. But as regards impotence, on all available standards 
Mr. Suhrawardy may very well claim credit in that respect to himself. 
(Laughter.) Well, I am not going to dispute that claim on his part. 



584 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[24th Mar., 


Sir, I do not desire to bring this House down from the high constitutional 
level to which it has been raised by tbe different speakers who have con- 
centrated on motion No. 2 moved by niy friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. I 
am afraid I shall have to drag this House down to hard facts from those 
constitutional heights when a challenge has been thrown out- to me by 
different speakers in the Opposition with regard to the administration of 
the Local Self-Government Department. 

To deal with the observations of my esteemed friend Sir Henry Birkmyre 
with regard to the delay which has been caused in the publication of the 
Bill relating to the Howrah Improvement Trust I plead guilty to the charge 
that sufficient headway has not been made in the matter. I should remind 
my friend that the preparation of a Bill is a long-drawn process, particularly 
when it concerns the creation of an Improvement Trust for an important city 
like Howrah. The Bill was framed more than a year ago; it had to pass 
through the scrutiny of Mr. Gurner, the Chairman of the Improvement 
Trust. He suggested various amendments in various respects which had 
to go to the Legislative Department more than once, and it is now almost 
ready to pass through the Cabinet in its final form and to be published by 
the middle of April next. I hope that will satisfy my honourable friend 
that in spite of our best intentions it was not possible for us to expedite the 
publication of this Bill. At tbe same time 1 might tell him that the mere 
publication of the Bill will not improve matters in Howrah all at once and 
the overwhelming necessities of the war will stand in the way of one single 
effective step being taken for tbe purpose of improving this area. Every- 
thing is wanting at the present moment; there is not an ounce of road 
metal; there is not one single road-roller available; there is not a single 
ounce of cement; and in these circumstances the mere publication of the 
Bill and the passing of the Bill into law will not bring the desired millennium 
to the Howrah area for which everybody is longing, most of all the Local 
Self-Government Department of the Government of Bengal. 

Now, Sir, coming to the speech delivered by my friend Mr. Hirtzel, it 
has never been my misfortune to hear from the European benches a .speech 
so utterly devoid of any constructive suggestion. W e have been accustomed 
to listen to the speeches from that bench on matters of constructive policy 
giving suggestions which are readily acceptable or which are at least 
capable of being given consideration. Unfortunately, Mr. Hirtzel s speech 
was an ill-informed one in that he sought to heap upon the Government of 
Bengal the responsibility for all the ills that prevail in the administration 
of the municipalities — their day-to-day administration — which are certainly 
not the charge of the Government of Bengal. The delay which was caused 
in the publication of the annual report is nothing new in that department. 
That has been the practice all along in previous years, not because of any 
delay in the department but because of the delay which is caused by the 
local officials — the Commissioners and others — in sending up their reports 
on which the official report is compiled by the Government. The Commis- 
sioners and the District Magistrates are an overworked lot, and you cannot 
expect that they will sit down and ruminate upon what has been done by 
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local bodies. That is considered more or less an unimportant piece of work 
in these times. That was the reason why no special hurry was made in the 
publication of this report in these strenuous times. My friend Mr. Hirtzel 
has also cirticised my department on the ground that nothing has been done 
in the way of improving the situation so far as the local bodies are concerned. 
Well, there are various defects which require to be removed. Most of all 
a close supervision has got to be instituted and maintained in the work of 
these local bodies. I may inform my friend that a decision was taken by 
Government for the appointment of a Local Self-Government Officer for the 
whole of Bengal. It is eminently necessary that a departmental head should 
be constituted for the Local-Self-Government Department. The Medical 
Department has got its head of the Department, so also the Public Health 
Department has got its head, but none in the Local Self-Government 
Department. It is necessary that for the purpose of instituting a systematic, 
persistent and well-maintained watch and supervision a Local Self-Govern- 
ment Officer should be appointed with a small staff to be called upon to go 
round, inspect, criticise and advise and to see that this advice is implemented. 
The only scrutiny that is now made is by the auditors appointed by the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, and their audit notes are honoured more by 
ignoring them than otherwise. That is an unsatisfactory state of affairs. 
But the exigencies of the war have stood in the way of any new move in 
this direction. I might invite my friend’s attention to a Cabinet decision 
arrived at within two or three months of the new Ministry coining into office. 
The Cabinet decision has laid down that no long-term scheme will be taken 
up during this war which does not relate to the prosecution of the war. 
In these circumstances, however much I might have wished to give a new 
turn to the affairs of the Local Self-Government Department , my hands were 
absolutely tied, and 1 fully agree with my honourable friend that nothing 
much has been done. It has not been done in spite of our best intentions, 
it has not been been done because of the overwhelming necessities of the war; 
it has not been done because every other work was made to take a back seat. 
That is the reason why this forward move in the nation-building department 
has not been taken up much to my regret and much to my dissatisfaction. 
But there is no help for it. We have got to face the situation, and we must 
submit to it. 

Then coming to the question of the removal of the chairmen of district 
boards, I do not desire to trouble the House with any attempt to answer the 
allegations which have been put forward by my honourable friend 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan with regard to the Faridpur District Board. That 
has figured so often on the floor of this House in questions and supple- 
mentary questions that most valuable information has already been made 
available to, the members of this House as to the reasons which actuated the 
Government in taking the steps that have been taken. I do not want to 
assist my friend or my friend’s friend, by supplying materials for the con- 
templated suit with which we have been threatened. "When the time comes, 
the real facts may have to be stated at the proper place if it comes to that 
at all.* So far as Government are concerned, they are perfectly able and 
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willing to defend the position not only on facts but also on law if the time 
comes and when it does come. As regards the Dacca District Board, Sir, 
I am sorry that my friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali has thought fit 
to raise this question on the floor of the House at this stage. I can tell him 
that only preliminary steps have been taken. (Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Ali: Why?) I will tell him why, and very effectively too. Only prelimi- 
nary steps have been taken, not on flimsy grounds of the appointment of a 
typist or dismissal of a clerk as Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali seeks to 
represent to the House, but for reasons of which these incidents are mere 
indications. (Cries of “‘Oh! oh!’’ from the Opposition benches, and 
laughter.) My friends will kindly hold their souls in patience, and they 
need not lose themselves in a laughter of satisfaction at this stage. 

Now, Sir, so far as this district board is concerned, we have only given 
them notice to show cause why it should not be superseded because a very 
strong prim a facie ease has been made out at this stage. We do not want 
to give notice of such supersession in every case, not unless we are satisfied 
that the necessity is so overwhelming that it cannot be resisted. In this 
case a representation from eleven members of the district board, six of 
whom are Muslims and five Hindus, was made to the Government of Bengal 
as far back as September last. Government did not take any steps thereon 
beyond sending it down to the local officers, namely, the Commissioner of 
the Division and the District Magistrate. The District Magistrate, 
Mr. Llewellyn, carried out a very close and intensive investigation into the 
whole affair; he went to the District Board office more than once; he gave 
the Chairman all opportunity of representing his case with legard to each 
allegation seriatim and discussed the whole question with him. Thereafter 
he drew up a report dealing with the allegations — a report which runs to 
eighteen closely typewritten pages. If you look to the report you will be 
convinced of the way in which the administration of the district board was 
being carried on. Sir, I do not want to convince ainbod\ at this stage 
about the necessity of superseding the district board for our mind is per- 
fectly open. And I cannot understand why the mover of this cut motion 
has brought this matter up at this stage and has tried to anticipate events. 
It is our intention to give this body a chance to give its explanation and 
satisfy the Government that these allegations are not true — allegations 
which have been made in the report of the District Magistrate on the basis 
of which recommendations have been made by the Commissioner. What 
are those allegations? One is that a majority rule of a most unconstitutional 
character has been established in this district board to the detriment of the 
district and the district board itself. The allegation is not as Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali wanted to put it, namely, persistent neglect of duty 
and incompetence — allegations that are necessary under the law to be 
substantiated in the case of the removal of a chairman. But this is a case 
of supersession of the district board and the charge against it is one of abuse 
•of power by establishing a majority rule of the worst character. On that 
point, Sir, I will refer to the District Magistrate’s charge against the 
district board’s abuse of power. c 
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Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. Is the Hon’ble 
Minister entitled to quote from the District Magistrate’s letter? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: I am not quoting from 
the letter ; I am only summarising it. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANS On a point of order, Sir. Unless the 
Hon’ble Minister is prepared to make available the document to us he cannot 
refer to it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But certainly he can summarise the contents of the 
document and that he is going to do. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: But, Sir, I submit he cannot refer to any 
document which is not the property of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Fazlur Rahman, I know the convention on that 
point. My ruling is that he is perfectly entitled to summarise without 
quoting the document; but if he read a part of the document, then, of 
course, you can claim that the whole of it must be read out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I am not going to 
read anything from the letter. 1 am going to say what the District 
Magistrate has said in a summary form. 

With regard to the passing of the budget, Sir, the District Magistrate 
has referred to the consideration of the budget by the Commissioner when 
it came up before him. The Commissioner on that occasion characterised 
that budget as a “train-catching budget.” That famous expression which 
will be almost a classic expression in the history of local administration 
was used by Mr. Larkin. It was very clear according to the District 
Magistrate that the meeting which discussed a budget of 52 printed pages 
could not in any way do justice to its task in 90 minutes. It was very clear 
that the budget was prepared by the majority party and rushed through 
by the majority party without the slightest consideration of the opinion of 
the minority party and with a shocking disregard of the ordinary decencies 
of democratic practice. The reason for this undignified scampering, accord- 
ing to the District Magistrate, was the desire of certain M. L. As., members 
belonging to the chairman’s party, to catch the 11-30 train to enable them 
to reach Calcutta in time. That is why he has called it a train-catching 
budget. It might have been argued, according to the District Magistrate, 
that even if a month had been taken for the discussion, the bludgeon methods 
of the chairman’s party was such that the result would have been just the 
same, but it could have given an example with a view to at least depriving 
the Opposition of having anything to say. The District Magistrate consi- 
dered that in respect of the budget meeting the chairman and his party 
relied on their strength and not on the justice of their proposals. The 
District Magistrate is of opinion that the party’s handling of the affair was 
undignified, selfish, irresponsible and inimical to the interests of the Dacca 
District Board only to oblige a handful of the supporters of the chairman’s 
own party. 



588 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[24th Mae., 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. Does the 
Hon’ble Minister still maintain that he is not reading from the letter ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No, I am not reading; 
but if it is unpleasant to Mr. Suhrawardy, I may tell him that it was the 
doing of his own party men and it can’t be helped. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it has been my lot since 
1913, when first I became a member of the Bengal legislative Council to 
have to make speeches and to take part in discussions sometimes defending 
the Government policy and Government measures, but more often as a 
member of the Opposition criticising the administration and the adminis- 
trative policy. To-night, Sir, I have appeared before this House not so 
much as a defender of Government policy but by way of explanations as to 
what I have done, as to what I have left undone and as to whether I have 
been a mere showboy of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal, or that I have had a personality of my own and that during the very 
difficult times through which the country has passed whether I have been 
able to do anything to carry on the administration not according to the 
wishes of Mr. Suhrawardy and his friends but according to the standards of 
British rule and British administration in this country. I ask my friends 
of the European Group to remember that the very day on which we assumed 
office in the new Cabinet, the Japanese have been overrunning the Philip- 
pine Islands, and we had not even been a couple of months in office when 
the Japanese overran the Malaya Peninsula and overran Burma. Sir, with 
the booming of enemy guns nt our very door, with an economic crisis of an 
unprecedented character and with military exigencies unparallelled in the 
history of this country for several centuries we were asked to carry on the 
administration as Ministers of the Crown surrounded by enemies, surrounded 
by unsympathetic critics, and I may add, not even helped by friends who 
could sympathise with us in our difficulties, but by critics who did not take 
note of events, but knew only how to embarrass us in order that the adminis- 
tration might topple and fall down to make room for aspirants after the 
Ministry who are here to give examples of self-efacement, but whose hearts 
are rankling under the agony of despair and who have been anxious if by 
some means or other we could be induced to quit office in order to enable 
them to come and occupy these benches. Sir, my friend the Leader of the 
European Party has very kindly hinted that if I find it impossible to carry 
on my work as a Minister I ought to resign and go into wilderness. I have 
not had the pleasure of personal friendship with the Leader of the European 
Group for very long, but I take this opportunity of even the little acquain- 
tance I have had with him to remind him that during the long span* of over 
40 years that I have been in public life I have never gone into wilderness, 
and if life is spared to me I shall never go into wilderness, 
and if at any time this Ministry breaks and I go out of office I shall drag 
others into wilderness and if by any chance I have to go into wilderness I 
shall be in glorious company, because I shall drag into wilderness the 
highest personages in the land — European or Indian, official or non-official. 
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I have it in my power, Sir, if I so desire and if I am not hampered by the 
limitations of office to summon to the Town Hall even today half of Calcutta 
in order to support me in my administrative measures and the manner in 
which the work of the State has been carried on. Sir, I do not brag or boast, 
but I have been forced to use these words because of the calumny in which 
my critics have indulged. I at the present moment am neither faltering 
nor fumbling as a Minister of the Crown, but I am prepared to take the 
fullest responsibility of office, prepared to take the fullest responsibility for 
the acts of officials in so far as I find that these officials have carried on 
their duties true to the traditions of British rules, true to the traditions of 
humanity, justice, equity and righteousness. Sir, while I am prepared to 
take the fulh?st responsibility for the action of officials, while I am prepared 
to give them the utmost possible protection for what they might have done 
in carrying on the ministerial policy and the dictates of the Government, I 
want to make it clear that I do not wish to encourage the idea that officials, 
Indians or Europeans, can flout public opinion and that in the discharge of 
their duties they can trample the ordinary rights and liberties of human 
beings. I, wish to make my position absolutely clear. No one can ask any 
Minister in any civilized country to come forward with a declaration that 
anything and everythng that an official may do will be supported and will 
be accepted by the Minister in charge. The relation between a Minister 
and the permanent official is more or less like the relation which exists in 
law between a master and a servant. The master is responsible for the acts 
of the servant in so far as the servant acts legitimately in the exercise of 
his duties, but if the servant goes out of his way and does something which 
does not fall within the legitimate sphere of his duties, I do not think there 
is any law, human or otherwise, which can demand of the master that he 
shall stand by the servant and defend him merely because he is an employer 
and the servant is an employee. I will make this position absolutely clear. 

It is not true, as Mr. Suhrawardy was trying to point out, that I have 
ever said that I am helpless. I never say that I am helpless. I only point 
out the difficulties under which I have been working. Cases have occurred 
in which I have passed orders, but somehow or other that order has been 
intercepted by some political Mercury, a messenger of God, and that order 
never descended on earth. These things have happened not because I am 
powerless and not because I lay the responsibility at the door of others, but 
because things have happened which I do not at the present moment entirely 
approve, things have happened which no Minister, no responsible Minister 
can conscientiously stand up and support as his own. There are cases and 
there are cases. I will just give a few instances. 

Now, Sir, references have been made in course of the speeches to various 
events that have taken place and with regard to which members of the 
Opposition have taken up an attitude entirely inconsistent with the motion 
that has been moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. Sir, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
wants to censure the Government for the failure of the Ministry to assume 
responsibility for the action of the officers of Government. Does my 
honourable friend mean that the Ministry is here to assume responsibility 
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for all the actions of all the officials of Government at all times under all 
circumstances, whether those actions can really be justified or not? Now, 
Sir, this motion as worded is as ambiguous and as fallacious as the well- 
known query which is put, “Have you given up beating your mother?” 
You cannot say either “yes” or “no” to it, because it is an obvious logical 
fallacy. No Ministry can assume responsibility for all the acts of all the 
officials, nor can any Minister disown responsibility for the acts of the 
officials of Government. (Mr. H. S. Suhr award y : We are all agreed.) 
If you are, hear something of the constitutional position. Now, Sir, as is 
well known, and I am only referring to it by way of introduction, there are 
thj*ee cases of constitutional relationship between the Ministers and the 
Governor. There are cases which come clearly under the ministerial field. 
There are cases in which the Governor exercises his individual judgment ; 
and there are cases in which the Governor acts in his discretion. 

Now, the permanent officials in carrying out their duties either carry 
out those duties in pursuance of the policy formulated by the Ministers in 
their own responsibility and in their own ministerial spheres, or they carry 
out their duties in cases in which the Governor lias either accepted the 
ministerial advice or has overruled the ministerial advice and has acted in 
his individual judgment, or they carry out the policy of the Governor in 
those cases in which the Governor has acted solely in his own discretion. 

Sir, there is a fourth class of cases which come into the picture in conse- 
quence of the war, namely, the cases covered by section 126 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act as amended to meet the exigencies of the war situation 
by virtue of which the Government of India can impose its will and ask 
things to be carried out by the Provincial Government and its Governor as 
the agent of the Central Government. 

Now, Sir, in the first class of cases it is obvious that the Ministers 
formulating the policy must go the whole hog and support the officers who 
carry out their policy unless of course there is some flagrant breach of 
discipline, unless there is some flagrant breach of the rules of the adminis- 
tration, unless something has happened which makes it absolutely impos- 
sibe for the Ministry to support the actions of the permanent officials. In 
the first class of cases which at the present moment are by far the largest 
number of cases we the Ministers formulating the policy are prepared, have 
always been prepared, and shall be prepared to support the permanent 
officials in carrying out the policy that we have laid down. In the second 
class of cases two things may happen. The Governor may accept the advice 
and then the orders that are issued in the name of the Governor are orders 
which have been approved by the Governor in concurrence with the advice 
of the Ministers, or it may be that the Governor has not been able to accept 
the advice of the Ministers and has acted in his individual judgment. In 
those cases also the Ministers must be prepared to support the permanent 
officials unless of course it becomes difficult to support them in consequence 
of what they may have done which is outside the legitimate scope of their 
duties. The Bame is the case with the third class of cases. As regards the 
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fourth class of cases the Provincial Government has practically got no 
option but to carry out the policy and there also the Ministers must take 
the responsibility because otherwise the wishes and the mandates of the 
Central Government cannot be carried out. 

Now let me descend to particular instances. Take the case of the much 
debated incident in the Dacca Jail, otherwise known as the Dacca Jail 
shooting incident. We all know that something extraordinary happened on 
that occasion. Speeches after speeches were made which gave most harrow- 
ing tales as to what happened there and my friend Mr. Suhrawardy used 
the expresion that “human beings have been shot down like rabbits. ” 
There was a demand from all sides of the House that there should be an 
enquiry into the incident of the Dacca Jail. My friend Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan in asking the House to accept his motion wants the Ministers to’say, 
“Here we are. W T e assume responsibility for what was done by the 
Superintendent of the Jail.” Why? We will not hold any enquiry, 
because that will affect the morale of the administration. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Was the Chief Minister sleeping when 
I was speaking? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Keep quiet. If you can’t 
understand please sit down quietly and try to understand. 

Now coming to the Dacca Jail shooting incident there was a demand for 
an enquiry. Why? There should be no enquiry. The Ministers have taken 
responsibility for what the Jail Superintendent has done? We cannot have 
an enquiry. Sir, at that time it suited my friends to demand an enquiry 
into the incident of the Dacca Jail because they thought that the Ministers 
would be placed in a very awkward position, but now it suits them to say 
that the Ministers must take responsibility for the incident thereby implying 
that the demand for an enquiry into the Dacca Jail incident was unjustified. 

Let us now come to the case of the shooting at Kishoreganj mosque. 
There again I must either take responsibility for what the District Magis- 
trate and the Subdivisional Officer have done and what happened there or 
disown responsibility and punish them for what they have done. Now my 
friends are on the horns of a dilemma, not one or two horns, but several 
horns (laughter), and Mr. Suhrawardy — I hope he will not lose his temper — 
is trying to put words in my mouth which I never uttered. He is trying to 
justify the constitutional position which I never formulated and he is 
trying to confuse the issues by interruping me in the midst of my speech. 

Now, Sir, let me come to Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s motion. Motion 
No. 2 is about failure of the Ministry to assume responsibility for the 
actions of the officers of Government. Mr. Tamizuddin Khan goes on to 
censure Government for failure to implement the promise given by the 
Chief Minister for the appointment of an enquiry committee to enquire into 
the alleged excesses committed by the permanent officials in the district of 
Midnapore. Why should there be an enquiry? The Ministers must take 
responsibility for what has been done. I must take the responsibility. I 
38 



592 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[24th Mas., 


can understand my friend Mr. Hendry when he says that I must take 
responsibility for the acts of permanent officials, I take it to mean that 
having formulated a policy or having been a Member of Government which 
have formulated a policy, it is the duty of the Ministers to support the 
officials while they are carrying out that policy. This certainly means that 
the actions of the permanent officials must be within the legitimate scope 
of their duties, and so long as this condition is satisfied, a Minister is not 
worthy of his salt if he does not stand up and support the permanent 
officials who are carrying out that policy. 

Now, Sir, take another case which is absolutely within the ministerial 
sphere, the case for instance of the removal of rice or the purchase of rice 
by Government agents. We laid down the policy or the Governor acted in 
his oVn individual judgment or in his discretion with or without the advice 
of the Ministers. We are certainly bound to support the permanent officials 
who carry out that policy; but supposing a particular official at a particular 
place behaves in such a way that there is an uproar for what he has been 
doing, i? there are complaints from all parts of the country for the manner 
in which he has been carrying out his duties, can it be said legitimately 
that the Ministers must take responsibility for what the permanent official 
has been doing in the mufassil? My friend Mr. Hendry has made a speech 
sitting here in Calcutta being imperfectly acquainted with the state of 
things in the mufassil, unacquainted with the manner in which things are 
carried on in the distant mufassil. Things are carried on by permanent 
officials who take advantage of their position in order to do things which 
are utterly inconsistent even with elementary principles of administration. 
There is no justification for that. 

Sir, there are good officers; there are also bad officers. But good officers 
constitute the largest possible number. There are one or two who are not 
as good as the rest and when they do something which raises public uproar, 
you cannot expect the Minister to stand up and say “I take responsibility 
for what has been done”. 

A remark has been made about the incident that took place in Calcutta 
immediately after the 8th August. The Secretary of the Progressive 
Coalition Party issued a notice asking people to mention instances in which 
their friends or relatives had met eithei with fatal accidents or with injuries. 
The reason was not to find out how many instances there were but to let us 
know in how many instances we should give allowance, support, help or 
assistance to the survivors, friends and relations of the deceased or injured 
persons. It is for that reason that we wanted to know the number. 

I now come once again, Sir, to the question of responsibility. What is 
the present constitution? Sir, I remember the days when we began the 
Minto-Morley Reforms. What they call the permanent Civil Service, some- 
times known as the steel-frame, is the outcome and growth of over a centurv 
and a- half which haB crystallized it into a system which is without any 
parallel in any administration in any part of the world. They have got 
their own privileges and, may I add, even their own prejudices. They have 
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got their own way of thinking and their own way of doing things. 
The difference between now and the year 1912 when the Minto-Morley 
Reforms were first introduced is this that whereas at that time the 
members of Government — the members of the Executive Council — 
were irresponsible heads of departments, at the present moment the 
Ministers are responsible to the Legislature and removable from office 
by an adverse vote. Now the permanent officials who carry out the orders 
of Government are not responsible to the House. They carry out their 
duties according to the old traditions. It may be that the manner in which 
they carry out those duties does not commend itself to the people. In 
former days the people could not express their will in the Legislature 
because they were not represented by their representatives in the House. 
But at the present moment if a permanent official does something which 
does not commend itself to the people, the people can through their represen- 
tatives in the House take into account the Minister who is in chnrge of the 
department. The position is that although the Minister ir not really the 
author of what has been done and he is not really the actual person who has 
done it, he is, at the same time, responsible to the Legislature as if it was 
his own hand that has done the deed to which exception has been taken. If 
that is the position, what has happened by the new reforms is that there 
have been changes at the to]), but the lower strata of Government consisting 
of permanent officials remains the same — unmoved and immovable — and the 
same system^ goes on just as the Ganges and the Brahmaputra have been 
flowing on for ages and ages. There have been no changes in the lower 
strata but in the upper strata we have got rid of the Executive Councillors 
and put the poor Ministers in their places. They are removable bv the 
votes of the Legislature. The Ministers, therefore, have got to support the 
permanent officials and also support their supporters in the Assembly. But, 
Sir, there are difficulties in the way. It is not that I say that we are 

helpless, but there are difficulties in the way. It is not that I say that we 

are helpless, but there are difficulties which cannot be ignored. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Won’t you take up the other cut 
motions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I have now got to say a few 

words about the collective fines. I have already pointed out that these 
collective fines have been imposed under an Ordinance promulgated 
by the Governor-General under emergent circumstances and extended to 
Bengal during a period when public order and tranquility were gravely 
threatened. It has been applied to Bengal in several instances under the 

direction of the Governor acting in his special responsibility. I must say 

-.that I feel greatly impressed by the argument advanced by various speakers 
that cases where collective fines have been imposed may be reviewed on the 
ground of return of normal times and there have been admittedly cases 
where fhe Ordinance has been more or less wrongly applied. As regards 
the fines that have been actually imposed and the cases to which exception 
Has been taken by my friernl Dr. Sanyal, we have found that the total 
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amount is realised from those persons who are not exempted and this is 
clear from the terms of Section 3 (Hi) of the Ordinance which lays down that 
the fine shall be apportioned among the inhabitants who are liable collec- 
tively to pay. Instances have occurred in which it has been proved that an 
individual who has been assessed and in some cases has paid his fine is 
entitled to be excused, but in these cases, the fine is remitted and reimbursed 
and there is no reassessment upon other persons liable in consequence. The 
fact is that the total amount recoverable is proportionately reduced. (Dr. 
Nalinaksiia Sanyal: This is not the case about Beldanga.) As regards 
Beldanga the honourable member knows more than I do. But I have 
promised that there are certain matters which I shall look into. But I 
should ask the House to remember that these are matters which are the 
special responsibility of the Governor and the final decision of Government 
must await consideration by the Cabinet. Meanwhile, if I receive appli- 
cations of distinct cases we will try to see what relief can be given. But, 
Sir, collective fines are collective fines. They are meant more or less for 
an emergency and at a time when they were imposed, there was no other 
alternative for Government but to impose those fines. Let us hope, Sir, 
that normal times have been restored never to be disturbed by lawlessness 
again and if the present state of things continues, we may be able to advise 
His Excellency the Governor to review these cases and to give relief to the 
extent to which it is desired by members of this House. But, once again 
let me remind the House that this matter attracts the special responsibility 
of the Governor and I am not authorised to make any promises because it 
is a matter not within the Ministerial responsibility. Sir, if we are 
impressed that oases have been made out which we may recommend to the 
Governor we will do that, but I have to defend the imposition of collective 
fines because, as 1 have said, we have no other alternative but to carry out 
the orders conveyed to us through the Governor and which is absolutely 
necessary in the exigencies of the situation in which we have been placed 
at present. I do not know if I have failed to deal with any of the cut 
motions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about Home Guard? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is much better that we 
should go home now instead of dealing with Home Guard (laughter). 

As regards Home Guard we have heard criticisms of Dr. Nalinaksiia 
Sanyal, not once, not twice but several times. The Home Guard organisa- 
tion is not what we originally intended it to be. I think that we are all 
agTeed, officials or non-officials, Indians or non-Indians, that the Home 
Guard must be placed on a high standard of efficiency and we are with that 
object in view looking into the matter. I hope before long we shall be able 
to do something- which will make the Home Guard very useful and attractive. 
There is only one word more which I have got to say regarding an enquiry 
into the Midnapore affair. The position is this : when I made that state- 
ment we had to consult the Military authorities, and there is nothing in 
law to prevent any one who is aggrieved and who has got to make any 
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complaint to go to the Magistrate and make his complaint personally. If 
he does that the Magistrate is bound under the Criminal Procedure Code to 
make an enquiry. What we have decided with the approval of the Military 
authorities is that a Special Magistrate will be appointed who will have 
the power to receive complaints; this is nothing unusual, this is a right of 
every citizen, and if the Magistrate on enquiry finds that there is sufficient 
material collected to go before a tribunal, the tribunal will be set up as 
early as possible. T hope there will be no more criticisms about Midnapore 
incidents and Midnapore tribunal. We have done what we thought to be 
our duty and the Ministry feel that there is justification for an enquiry- 
even now in the interests of the officials. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMED: What about the food 
problem Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must say something about 
the food problem. People who talk about food do not know what the 

problem actually is. As regards food what the Ministers have done is to 

allow the fullest liberty to the officials to carry out the policy which has 

been laid doyvn and approved by the Government of India and we do not 

think it advisable or proper to interfere in the working of the permanent 
officials in this respect. It may be that the permanent officials may take 
steps which may not be liked by others. (Cries of “Ha ! ha” from the 
Opposition Benches.) It is no question of “ha, ha” or “ho, ho”, but it is a 
question of facts and the permanent officials were faced with a situation of 
extreme difficulty. It was a new situation altogether; various factors were 
responsible for taking rice out of Bengal and rendering Bengal a deficit 
province. It is not the Ministers who are responsible for this price of rice 
at Rs. 20 per maund as they are no more responsible for the Japanese war 
and what has been happening in Europe to-day. (Cries of “Shame, shame” 
from the Opposition Benches.) No amount of shouting will induce us to 
give up office. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S You ought to be responsible for the 
food situation. 

The motion of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — 66. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Mtf. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Karim,' Mr. 

Abdul Latlf Bftwas, Maulvi 
Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yad (Noakhalf) 
Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abdulla-AI Mahmaad, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M 
Abdur Rahman 8iddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raahaad, Maulvi Md. 


Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abduc Shahood, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi 
Abu! Hosaln Ahmad, Mr. 

Abu! Masud Kazi. 

Aftab AH, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvi 
Ahmad Hotain, Mr. 

Aulad H attain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Barma, Babu Pramharl 
Birkmyra, 8ir Henry, Bart. 
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Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath ~ 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum 
Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca) 

Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Hafizuddln Choudhuri, Maulvi 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers 
Hendry, Mr. David 
Hlrtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 

Ispahanl, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalaluddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
McGregor, Mr. G. G. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib (Tippera) 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra 
Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi 
Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur 
Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem Ali Moilah, Maulvi M. 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi 
Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur 
Dr. Syed. 


Muliick, Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary 
Musharruff Hossain, Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 
Nazimuddin Khwaja Sir, K. C.I.E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 
8afiruddin Ahmed, Haji 
Sahebe-Alam, Mr. Syed 
Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan 
Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda 
SkipwitH, Mr. W. E. 

Speller, Mr. J. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 
Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 
Tamizuddin Khan, Mr. 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 
Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 


NOES— 116. 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia 
Abdul Hakeem, Mr. (Khulna) 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingh) 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi 
Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Meah) 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymensingh) 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur 8hah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi 
Abu Hossain 8arkar, Maulvi 
Abul Fazl, Mr. Md. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi 
Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashl 
K ante, of Muktagacha, Mymensingh. 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. 8yed 
Aminullah, Khan 8ahfb Maulvi 
Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi 
Badruddoja, Mr. 8yed 
Banerjee, the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

Banerjl, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit 
Barman, Babu iyama Protad 
Barman, the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath 
Basu, the Hon'ble Mr. 8antosh Kumar 
Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra 
■ tWM * Babu Likshmi Narayan 
Biswas, Mr. Burendra Nath 


Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra 
Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan 
Das, Mr. Monmohan 
Dass, Babu Debendra Nath 
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Gupta, 8rijut Narendra Nath 
Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath 
Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira 
Fazlul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 
Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna 
Golam Rabbani A ham mad, Maulvi 
Gomes, Mr. R. A. 

Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra 
Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 
Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh 
Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ 
Habibuilah, the Hon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur K., of Dacca. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hashem All Khan, the Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Jalaluddln Hashemy, Mr. Syed 
Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi 
Kablruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Kazem Ali Mlrza, Sahibzada Kawan 
Jah 8yed. , 
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Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syed. • * 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi * 
Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukherjea, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra 
Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh 
Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed 
Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi 
Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of 
Cossimbazar. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra 
Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna 


Paul, Sir Hari Banker 
Poddar, Mr. Anandilal 
Pramamk, Mr. Tarinioharan 
Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati 

Roy, Kshirod Chandra, Rai Bahadur 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath 

Roy, Mr. Patiram 

Roy, Shib Shekhareswar, Kumar 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath 

Sen~gupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan 
Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvi 
Yousuf Mlrza 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 86 and the Noes 116, the motion was lost. 

(The result was greeted with table thumpings and cries ol “Fazlul Huq 
Zindabad” from the Coalition Party benches.) 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of lls. 1,29, ‘>8, 000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


Banerji, Mr. P. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath 
Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath 
Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 
Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh 
Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mukherji, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. 8harat Chandra 


AYES— 18. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh 
Poddar, Mr. Anandilal 
Roy, Mr. Kiran 8ankar 
Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath 
Sen-Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan 
Sur, Mr Harendra Kumar 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia 
Abdul Hakeem, Mr. (Khulna) 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingh) 
Abdul Hamid 8hah, Maulvi 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi 
Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Meah) 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymensingh) 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf,* Khan Bahadur 8hah 
(Rafumur). 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi 

Abul Quaaem, Maulvi 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 

Maulana. 

Ahmed »Khan, Mr. 8yed 


NOES— 101. 

Aminullah, Khan 8ahib Maulvi 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur McL 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi 
Badruddoja, Mr. Syed 
Banerjee, the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit 
Barman, Babu .Shyama Prosad 
Barman, the Hon'ble Mr. Upendra Nath 
Basu, the Hon’ble Mr. 8antosh Kumar 
Bhawmik, Dr. Geblnda Chandra 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan 
Biswas, Mr. 8urendra Nath 
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Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatlndra Nath 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harvndra Nath 
ChlppamWa. Mr. 4 . W. 

Das, Raf Banib Anukul Chandra 
Dai, Ral 8ahib Kirit Bhutan 
Das, Mr. Monmohan 
Dass, Babu Dabandra Nath 
Dutta Gupta, Mitt Mira 
Fazlul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 
Golavn Rabbanl A ham mad, Maulvi 
Comas, Mr. R. A. 

Goswami, Mr. Tuisl Chandra 
Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Dambar 8ingh 
Gyasuddin Ahmad Choudnury, Alhadj 
Habibullah, tha Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Daooa. 

Hasan AH Chowdhury, Mr. 8yed 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hashom All Khan, tha Hon’bla Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Hdsina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib 
Maulvi. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers 
Hendry, Mr. David 
Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Maulvi 
Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Kazem All Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan 
Jah 8yed. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra 
McGregor, Mr. G. G. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova 
Mandaf, Mr. Amrlta Lai 


Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari 
Mandat, Mr. Birat Chandra 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
8yed. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi 
Muhammad 8olaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvh 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. 8yad 
Mustafa ftirDewan, Maulvi 
Nasker, Mr. Ham Chandra 
Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna 
Pramanik, Mr. 'Tarinicharan 
Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 
Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath 
Roy, Mr. Patiram 
Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, the Hon'ble Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Speller, Mr. J. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yousuf Mirza 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 101, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,29,-38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration’’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER" The question before the House is the motion No. 10 
moved by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The rule 
requires that the motion has to be read out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you want that the subject on which the motion has 
been moved should be read out? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. Otherwise it will not be 
recorded. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It will be recorded as usual. The question before 
the House is motion No. 10 moved by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I would humbly request you to 
read out the matter on which the motion is moved, namely, the failure to 
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give effect to the scheme for reorganisation of the “Home Guards” for the 
rural areas in Bengal, so as to make the same representative of popular 
organisations and parties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Nawabzada K. Nasarullah that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerjee that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 for 
expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 

Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 

Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under ‘the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sir Henry Birkmyre that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question before the House is motion No. 20 moved 
by Mr. Hirtzel. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL : In view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble 
Minister, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 
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The motion of Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel that the demand of Rs. 1,29,38,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration’’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,38,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq that a sum of 
Rs. 1,29,38,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is now 
quarter past ten and T do not think it would be convenient for honourable 
members if they are asked to assemble again at 10 o’clock in the morning 
to-morrow. Besides, T understand that there will be a Cabinet meeting to- 
morrow from 10-30 a.m. to 1-30 p.m. In the circumstances I would request 
you to be good enough to adjourn the House till some time in the afternoon 
to-morrow. What I want is that there should not be any morning session 
to-morrow in view of our being here so late in the night to-day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 10-15 p.m. .till 3-45* p.m. on Thursday, 
the 25th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
25tb March, 1943, at *1-4’) p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (The Hon'hle Mr. Syed N.wsiier An) in the Chair, G 
Hon’ble Ministeis and CM members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Recommendation of the Chaukidary Enquiry Committee. 

*205. Maulvi MD. ISRAIL: (</) W ill the Hon’ble Minister in cdiurge 
of the Home ( Collect Department he pleased to state whether Government, 
contemplate to give effect to the recommendation of the Clmukidary Enquiry 
Committee, with regard to the contribution of rupees forty lakhs by the 
•Provincial Government for the maintenance of the rural Police? 

{()) If so, will the Hou'hle Minister be pleased to state when it is to he 
.given effect to? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): 1 refer the honourable member to paragraph 3 
of resolution No. 4081*1., dated the 14th February, 1942, a copy of which* 
;was forwarded to each member of this House. No decision has yet been 
reached upon this point on which, moreover, Government have not yet had 
the assistance which they expected to receive from the comments which it 
was expected that the Report would produce. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what sort of assistance they expected from the comments of the 
report ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no question. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: My point is that the recommendations 
have not been given effect to. The Hon’ble Minister says that a copy of 
the resolution has been forwarded to each member and Government could 
not come to a decision due to the fact that they did not receive the assistance 
which they expected. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That means they expected some suggestions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We expected constructive 
suggestions. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if they do not find any comments on the resolution that they have 
ciiculated, it is the desire of the Government not to give-effect to the re- 
commendations of the Committee and also that they will not take any action 
on the resolution that has been circulated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, we will try to give 

effect to the recommendations. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it a fact that no comment has been made by any 
member whatsoever ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. I have not got 
the papers with me. 


Paper production in Bengal. 

*206. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department aware of the fact that 
there is a dire scarcity of paper in the market ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(/) whether any steps have been taken by Government to solve the 
problem ; and 

(//) whether any scheme for production of paper in large scale ii^ 
Bengal is under consideration ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) ( ti ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether lie is considering the desirability of 
placing the scheme before the House? If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN (on behalf 
of the Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Docca): (a) Yes. 

{b) ( i ) With a view to promote the manufacture of hand-made paper as 
a partial solution of the problem, a scheme for testing the commercial possi- 
bilities of its manufacture has been in operation since 1941. Although the 
investigations are not yet complete, results obtained so far have been 
encouraging, specimen papers of different types have been approved for certain 
Defence Service purposes and the cost of production has been found to be com- 
petitive under the present market conditions. A scheme for demonstration 
and training of skilled workers is at present under consideration. 

(«) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What is the total quantity of paper 
that Government will be able to produce by the indigenous manufacture? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: That 

depends upon the operation of the scheme. If more persons take up the 
work as home industry, larger quantity may be produced. 
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Babu NAG E NORA NATH 8EN: What is the intention of Government 
in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The 

intention of the Government is to form three demonstration parties who will 
move from district to district, train the young men and ask them to adopt 
this hand-made manufacturing of papers as home industries. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state what amount is estimated for the manufacture of hand-made paper in 
the years 1941 and 1942? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I want 
notice. For the present scheme I can say that there is an estimate of 
Rs. 22,000 for three demonstration parties for training' of young men. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many young men were trained for the manufacture 
of hand-made paper and where? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: 1 have said 
that three demonstration parties have been formed who will now take up 
the work of training young men. Up till now only the department itself 
has made experiments with its own experts. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Government aware 
that in the Khadi Pratisthan the experiment in hand-made paper has proved 
successful ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have 
already said that this will be successful. From our own departmental 
experiment it has been found that we can produce hand-made paper from 
paddy straw at a cost of Rs. 10 per ream, that is, 500 sheets, whereas in the 
market its price is Rs. 20. If it can be taken up on a large scale it will be 
successful. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the demonstration parties that he has just now spoken of may 
be available for the mofussil areas and also when the training of skilled 
workers may be taken up by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have 
already submitted that the scheme is now before the Government. If it 
gets the sanction of' the Finance Department, the work will be taken up 
in a month. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR: How long will the Government 
take to consider that scheme? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered that question. 

BabU NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any hand-made paper is available in the market now? 
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Thi Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM All KHAN: I have got 
specimens of various kinds. If the honourable member wants to see some, 
I can hand them over. *• 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAILUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any experiment has been made as* cottage industry to 
see that this hand-made paper will be a successful business? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes, it 
will be taken up as home industry. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Whether experiments have 
been made anywhere? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No, not 

yet. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there was a scheme for manufacture of hand-made paper from 
water-hyacinth, and, if so, what was the result? Has that proved successful? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN : Various 
experiments were made from water-hyacinth, old papers and rags, etc., but 
after experiments this paper from paddy straw has proved to be successful 
and that will be able to compete in the market. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please ask the Industries Department to take it up as cottage industry? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Yes, 
certainly. 

Alleged purchase of foodstuffs by Government for refugees from Arakan. 

*207. Maulvi AHMED H088AIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware of the fact — 

(i) that 50,000 Arakanese refugees have been ordered to be placed at 

“Katabari”, police-station Gobindaganj, district Itangpur; 

(ii) that huge quantities of rice, paddy and other foodstuffs are being 

locally purchased by Government and stored for feeding those 
refugees besides purchases by agents of the Supply Department 
of Government; 

(Hi) that the district of Itangpur, especially Gaibandha subdivision, where 
the refugees have been ordered to be placed, is deficit with regard 
to paddy and rice; and 

(iv) that a serious situation causing starvation to hundreds of people 
has already arisen in the eastern and south-eastern parts of the 
subdivision due to non-availability of paddy and rice? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the situation 
is due to the purchase of rice and paddy amongst other things? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of the 
Hon’ bio Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (i) No, 

some refugees, but their number is likely to be considerably less than what 
the honourable member seems to think. 

(u) No purchase of rice or paddy or other foodstuffs has been effected 
locally up to date for feeding the refugees either by the Directorate of C ivil 
Supplies or by any other f Government agency. 

(in) Accurate information on this point is not available because there is 
no reliable data regarding per capita actual consumption. 

(ic) Government are aware that, in common with many other districts, 
shortage of rice supplies is being experienced in those parts of the Kangpur 
district which are mentioned by the honourable member. 

(b) In view of the reply to <//) above, the question does not arise. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (//) (/»•), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether there was any shortage 
ot supply felt by the locality? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is the answer 
given in the revised reph . 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
td state, with reference to answer {a) (/), what is the number of refugees 
that have arrived or are expected to arrive at Katabari as specified in {a) (/)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 
triend has really asked me two questions. A$ regards the number expected 
to arrive, that nobody knows, and as regards the number actually arrived, 
that number, 1 am afraid, I cannot disclose. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the local price of rice has gone up very high, 
because ot the competition exercised by the refugees who are in a position 
to spend a very high price for their foodstuffs as they are pampered by the 
Government of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I do not know, 
Sir, whether they are pampered vampires of the empire, but so far as I 
know rice which was purchased for these refugees was purchased on behalf 
of the Government of India, but not purchased locally and rice was 
purchased from Calcutta, Dacca and other districts of Bengal and from 
some other provinces, but not locally. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state at vhat price this rice was purchased from the areas other than the 
locality and what is the rate prevailing in the locality? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise out of the present one. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid, I 
cannot .answer the question. 



606 


QUESTIONS. 


[25th Mae., 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am confining myself to the main 
question. Sir, the reply given by the Hon’ble Minister was that so far 
as the refugees were concerned, the demand of the refugees was met by 
purchase from outside. The areas also have been mentioned, namely, 
Calcutta, Dacca, and outside Bengal. That being so, my question is what 
was the price at which the Controller of Supplies purchased rice for the 
refugees? 

The Hoft’bto Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid, I 
cannot answer the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Controller purchased 
rice at a price near about Rs. 23 per maund? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Not at the date 
of the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Date of the Answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The date of the 
answer is one which is six weeks old. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to (a) (/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what basis Gaibandha has been 
selected for the posting of these refugees? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am unable to 
answer the question. It is a question which does not primarily concern 
the Provincial Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government is considering the desirability of setting up one 
uniform machinery of purchases either on behalf of the Government of 
India or on behalf of the Provincial Government for either local consump- 
tion, or for refugee consumption or for military consumption, so that there 
may be one uniform price level maintained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The suggestion 
made by my honourable friend will certainly be borne in mind. Sir, I beg 
leave of the House to make a statement in order to avoid misunderstandings 
that would be both discouraging and harmful. Press reports appearing 
today of proceedings in the other House may be taken to indicate that the 
pending imports of rice into Bengal are 2 lakhs maunds from Orissa and 
10,000 maunds from Bihar. These maunds have nothing to do with the 
present imparts. Owing to the speed with which the situation changes, 
answers to questions on current affairs relating to the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment are liable to be out of date by the time they are given. The figures 
given related to arrangements made in the earlier half of January and have 
no relation with present large-scale arrangements made by the Central 
Government. As I have previously stated the quantities now involved are 
very substantial and will benefit not only Calcutta, but Bengal as a whole. 
The Central Government are operating on a large scale and at a high speed 
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and I know that it is their intention that these operations will embrace the 
rice-growing. regions of Eastern India as a whole and the burden may be 
fairly spread. I am not in a position on this occasion to give the actual 
figures or particulars of current operations, but I have every belief that 
Calcutta will see concrete results on a large scale in the course of a very 
few days and the rest of Bengal also within a very few days. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On this statement will the flon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale if he is in a position to give us an idea of the 
percentage which the total quantity bears to the consumption of this province 
or of the Calcutta city proper and suburbs? If it is not possible to give the 
actual amount, is it possible tor him to give us one day's consumption, or 
7 da\s, or 20 days or one month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 shall consider 
the question. I am not in a position to give an offhand answer. It is a 
very important question. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that the 
Government of Orissa have issued recently an order to all the District 
Magistrates ot Orissa requiring them to retain one-third or 30 per cent, of 
the exportable offer to Bengal, and that the Orissa Government also pro- 
posed to fix a juice of rice at which such exports will take place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 
but I shall make an enquiry. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state it the Government ot Bengal have had an\ finality of arrangement 
under which export from Orissa can be effected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The matt pi so 
tar as I am aware rests with the Regional Commissioner appointed by the 
Centre. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that at the present moment the Orissa Government is 
under negotiation with the Food Purchasing Officer of the Government of 
Bengal through the Directorate of Civil Supply to settle the price at which 
the Government of Bengal will receive rice imported from Orissa and that 
as this matter has not been finally decided as yet, Orissa imports are not 
coming ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I welcome the 
information. My friend is not asking for information. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: I am asking whether the Minister in 
charge is not aware of this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is not aware. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: No, no. The position is that we have 
heard from the Ilon’ble Minister.-* statement that elaborate arrangements 
for extensive imports and all that have been made. 

aa 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a general statement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I am only pointing out to him that in 
spite of these assurances and newspaper advertisements and publicity and 
all that the officials of Government have not as yet come to any finality of 
arrangement and therefore rice which is ready for export is not coming to 
Bengal ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be because he says he is new to his office. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the 11 on’ble Minister aware that 
officials stand in the wayP 

The Hen’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I think the 
honourable member’s forecast will prove untrue. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the II on’ble Minister aware of any 
wagons having been allotted in Orissa for transmission of rice to w Bengal 
during the last few daysP 

The Hoit’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The answer is 
in the affirmative. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How mail) wagons P 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That I am not 
prepared to disclose at this stage. 

8upply of wagons for the transport of rice and paddy into the Pabna district 

*208. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: {a) Is the Hon’lde Minister in 
charge of the Commerce Department aware of the fact — 

(/) that Pabna is a deficit district with respect to the supply of rice and 
paddy; 

(ii) that owing to abnormal flood in the Jamuna paddy crop of half of 
the district comprising the Jamuna aiea was submerged and 
totally destroyed during the year; 

(ni) that rice and paddy used to be regularly supplied in the Jamuna 
area of the district by boat from Assam ; 

(tv) that the ban of Assam Government has put a stop to such supply; 

(r) that during the months of December and January rice and paddy 
were seldom available in the area and even ration system (at the 
rate of 4 seers a family) had to be imposed in the Pabna town 
itself; and 

(vi) that although merchants and other licensees are now trying to get 
rice and paddy for the area (from supply centres) they are being 
hampered from so doing for inadequate supply of wagons by the 
Railway authorities? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the action the Government contemplates to takq in the 
matter, specially, with regard to the supply of wagons? 
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The Hon’bfe Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (o), (/), [in) 
and ( iv ) Yes. 

i 

(■ u ) A large portion of the district was affected by floods and paddy in the 
area mostly damaged.* 

(v) For a certain period in the month of December there was difficulty in 
obtaining rice and paddy, and consequently a restriction allowing 4 seers 
per individual from one shop only was in force in the town of Palma. 

(vi) The merchants had difficulty in obtaining rice and paddy for shortage 
,of wagons and other causes for some period only, these causes were not 
subsequently felt to any appreciable extent and the position has improved 
now. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Is the II on’ble Minister aware that the 
same condition which had prevailed in December was repented only recently, 
in the beginning and middle of March? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am speaking 
from my official report and this is dated 2ot h February, but if my friend 
says that the same condition prevails now, then I suppose I have to accept 
his .statement — this is his constituency. 

Mr. A,. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer Or), will the 
Hon ‘bit* Minister please state it (iovernment has done anything in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The answer may 
have to be modified but not tonight. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (a) (//), will 
the Hon’ble Minister please state if (iovernment contemplate starting test 
relief work or any other kind of relief in that area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: “No” as Minister 
in charge of Civil Supplies but in my present other capacity “Yes”. 

Babtt NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (a) (v), 
will the Hon’ble Minister please state what was the nature of this difficulty 
in obtaining rice and paddy and from what places and from what sources 
these were obtained and what were the measures taken by Government to 
ease the situation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am unable to 
answer a string of questions. 

BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Then I will subdivide. What was 
the difficulty in obtaining rice and paddy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as I see 

from the report, transport difficulties and also difficulties in the matter of 
mobilisation of supplies locally. 
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BabU NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
wherefrom Government had expected to obtain rice and paddy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: , I am unable to 
answer that question. 

BabU NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state what were the measures taken by Government to ease the situation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: In pub lie interest 
I am unable to disclose the information. 

BabU MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (ri) where 
it is stated that the position has improved now, is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the price of rice lias risen from Its. 12 to Ks. 20 tor 
shortage of supplies in the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 
but there has been a general rise of prices. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI : Is the II on’ble Minister aware that a large 
number of boats from Pabna have been detained by the Assam Government 
and the District Magistrate of Pabna has referred the matter to the Govern- 
ment to lelease those boats? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am not aware 
of that. This is a matter which does not relate to the Tivil Supply Depait- 
ment, but I will make enquiry. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID : Is the llon’ble Minister aware that nee 
purchased from Nawabgunj in Malda in the ltajshahi Division by the 
licensed Pabna merchants is being taken to Kuslitia and sold there and 
for that the people of Pabna are not getting their supplies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware. 
My honourable friend will realise m\ difficulties in answering these 
questions of detail in supplementary questions. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the llon’ble Minister please enquire 
into the matter whether rice pm chased tor Pabna is going to Kuslitia? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 do not know 
but I shall make enquiries. 

BabU MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the llon’ble Minister please 
state whether it is a fact that there is a shortage of supplies and what steps 
do Government propose to take* to mitigate the sufferings of the people there? 
Will the llon’ble Minister please state whether it is a fact that there is 
shortage? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

BabU MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
enquire if there is any shortage? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: There has been 
a shortage of supply. I have already said that and I shall certainly make 
enquiries and take every possible step to alleviate the situation. 


Provincial Coal Control Scheme. 


*209. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(/) what is the Provincial Coal Control Scheme so far as it concerns th® 
Province of Bengal ; and 

(//) the principle of distribution of the provincial quota, specially with 
regard to the supply of domestic coal, in Calcutta and mufassal 
districts ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether he consulted 
the Coal Trade Organisations when making allotments of the Provincial 
quota ? 

(c) If the auswei to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state — 

(/) who is the Provincial Coal Controller of Bengal; and 
(//) what are his social qualifications tor tackling the problems of Coal 
Trade and the intricacies of the movements of coal in the Pro- 
vince ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1941 and 1942 — 

(/) the number of wagons allotted to res]>ective depot-holders in Calcutta; 
and 

(//) the average numbei of soft coke wagons imported by each of them? 
(/) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
of the quota holders oi Calcutta stations showing — 

(/) who have failed to enter into contract with collieries; and 
(*i) who among them are still enjoying the quota and on what basis? 
(<j) Is it a tact that persons having no coal depots or coal business were 
sanctioned quota for soft coke wagons? 

Oi) If the answer to (y) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(?) Is it a fact that the Directorate of Civil Supplies, Bengal, has can- 
celled the quota of several depot-holders? 

(/) If the answer to (?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of such cancellation ; and 

(ity the reason of the cancellation? 



The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (/) Under 
the Provincial Coal Control Scheme devised by the Government of India, 
«ach colliery has been allotted a quota of coal to be supplied to a particular 
province. The quota is expressed in terms of wagons. The sum total of 
the collieries’ quota represents the provincial quota of coal which is 
controlled by the Diretor of Civil Supplies. He allots quotas to various 
coal dealers and small industries. These obtain contracts for the supply of 
coal from the various collieries and then approach the Controller of Coal 
Distribution for securing necessary wagons. 

(it) The provincial quota is distributed as between Calcutta and the 
various districts in accordance with the requirements of each area. Allot- 
ments of individual coal dealers are made, in the case of the districts, on 
the recommendation of the District Magistrates and in the case of Calcutta, 
on the recommendation of the Controller of Civil Supplies, Calcutta. They 
choose dependable dealers and fix the quota of each dealer on the basis of 
business handled by him in the past, a* far as this is ascertainable. 

(b) No. 

(r) Not considered necessary. 

(d) The Director of Civil Supplies who is the Provincial Controller of 
Coal, cj-officio. 

(c) (i) No. The allotment scheme was not in operation during 1941 and 

1942. 

(rt) Figures for the second half of 1942 are available .and are laid on the 
Library Table. 

(/) O') The list showing the names is placed on the Library Table. 
Those marked (A) succeeded in obtaining contracts for some of the wagons 
allotted to them. Others (marked B) failed wliolh. 

(it) Those marked (A) in the above list. 

(//) Not so far as known to the Directorate. 

(h) Does not arise. 

( i ) Yes. 

0 ) (i) Two in addition to those marked (B) in the list referred to in (/) 
above. x 

(//) Failure to obtain contracts and violation of the orders of the Director 
of Civil Supplies in respect of prices fixed and the mode of distribution.’ 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer {a) (?), 
will the Hon hie Minister please state when this scheme came into operation 
and with what result.'' It there was any scheme for Calcutta, how is it that 
Calcutta experienced famine of coal which was sold here between Rs. 0 to 
Rs. 0 per maund? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall not be 
able to answer the question tonight. 
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•210. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that there has been acute shortage of food crop this year in the 
district of Jalpaiguri; and 

(if) that the yield of rice crop in the district has been less than average 
and that about 60, (XXI acres of paddy field did not yield any crop 
at all due to draught or untimely rain? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (if) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the total acreage of lands that were under rice cultiva- 
tion and their approximate yield in the district in the years 1941 and 1942? 

(c) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps he has taken to supplement the shortage of 
food crops in the district? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 
(/) that even normally the district is not self-sufficient in regard to rice 

crop; and 

(if) that every year it has to import rice from Burma, Assam, Cooch 
Behar and adjoining districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (<o (/) Yes, as 
in many other districts. 

(//) Yes, the acreage under the winter paddy crop fell substantially. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The policy of Government has been to ensure the most equitable 
distribution of the rice reserves of the Province. 

( d ) (i) In the present state of statistics, it is difficult to be dogmatic on 
this point. 

( u ) In previous years, rice used to be imported into and also exported 
outside this district. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’lde Minister he 
pleased to state if he is aware that hats are being looted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: May I, Sir, invite 
the attention of the honourable member to the Assembly Procedure Rules? 
The question relates to the Minister in charge of the Home Department, 
and as I am not the Minister in charge of that department I am afraid I 
cannot answer the question. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it is not the question as to which 
department b concerned. The Hon ’hie Minister admits that he is in touch 
with the economic situation and that if the economic situation deteriorates 
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he is the person who is responsible for it. //a Mooting, Sir, is merely a 
symptom of economic depression and falls within the portfolio of the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawafdy, you know full well that different 
departments of Government are inter-related and that it is not possible 
always for a particular Minister to answer all supplementary questions. I 
have allowed quite a lot of supplementary questions but you know my 
difficulties about the way in which they are answered. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: In these matters is it permissible on 
the part of an Hon’ble Minister to avoid answering questions saying that the 
question does not relate to his department ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Mr. Sen, the position is this. The House expects 
when a question is put that the Minister in charge of the department will 
furnish all necessary information to the House but what happens in regard 
to supplementary questions is .somewhat different. The Hon’ble Minister 
in such a case may at once say that lie is not prepared for giving an answer 
and he may ask for notice. Similarly he may also say that it is a matter 
relating to another department, say, the Home Department and that it 
does not directly arise out of the main question. There is therefore nothing 
wrong on the part of the Minister to say so. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to question (c), 
what steps the Hon’ble Minister has taken to supplement the shortage 
of food crops in the district, he has replied that the policy of Government 
has been to ensure the most equitable distribution of the rice reserves of the 
province, my question is “what steps have been taken by Government” and 
not “what policy has been adopted” and 1 want an answer to that point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, the expression “step*” is an all-embracing 
one and no Minister can do full justice to it by way of answering a supple- 
mentary question. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the meaning of the term ‘‘rice reserves” since it has been stated by 
Government that there is shortage Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am trying to 
discover the meaning of the expression myself. This draft is not mine. 

Babu MADHU SUDAN SARKAR: Will the ITon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what steps have been taken by Government to work out a suitable 
policy for equitable distribution of foodstuffs in the province P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have already 
answered that question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Minister that he does not himself know the meaning of the expression 
“rice reserves”, will he be pleased to state if there is any rice stocked by 
Government ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As I have already 
stated, Sir, I do not myself understand the meaning of tl^ expression. I am 
new to the office and have just taken charge. I will take some time to 
acquaint myself with the working of the department. 

Mr. P. BANERJEE: In view of the answer given by the Ilon’ble 
Minister am I to understand that he does not take any responsibility for this 
answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 
friend knows quite well that the responsibility of the Ministry is joint and 
several. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hoifble Minister he pleased to- 
state by what time does he expect to familiarise himself with the working 
of the department and with the technical words that the department use? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: After my honour- 
able friend, Mr. Suhra warily, assumes charge of this office. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am fully aware, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Minister is not responsible for what has been done in this department, but 
I want to-know by what time he expects to get himself familiarised with tlier 
technical expressions of the department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: What 1 propose 
to do is thi^: As I have indicated to you yesterday I have been revising' 
the answers already gi\en and trying to bring them up to date. The 
questions to which answers have been given are very old and they must 
necessarily relate to the period when the questions were given notice of. As 
soon as I finish revising the questions — probably by Monday next — I shall 
be able to give proper replies. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, that is not my point. I do not want 
to know by wjiat time the Hon’ble Minister will be able to revise the 
answers but I want to know by what time he will be able to familiarise 
himself with the technical words of the department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As T have already 
stated, not until my friend, Mr. Suhrawaidy , assumes charge of' office. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Grant of family allowance to certain security prisoners. 

63. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether security prisoners Dr. Mihir Kumar Motaid and Babus 
Pulin Behari Pal and Prafulla Ranjan Ghosh have applied to the 
Government for a grant of family allowances; 
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(m) whether Dr. Mihir Kumar Motaid was a medical practitioner in 
the town of Mymensingh and was maintaining his wife, children 
and other family members entirely from his earnings; 

(Hi) whether Babu Pulin Behari Pal’s family members were dependent 
for maintenance on the contributions from his earnings; and 

(tv) whether Prafulla Ranjan Ghosh’s family members consisting of 7 
persons including his aged and invalid parents were solely 
dependent on his earnings? 

(b) If the answers to (a) ( ii ) to (tv) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has been taken on their 
applications? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
them family allowances? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (/) Yes. 

(H) My information is that Babu Mihir Kumar Motaid belongs to a 
joint family whose main source of income is from landed property and that 
he has other earning brothers who render financial assistance to the joint 
family . 

(iii) My information is that Babu Pulin Biliari Pal has got other two 
earning brothers who contribute for the maintenance of the family who also 
have some landed property in addition. 

(tv) My information is that Babu Prafulla Ranjan Ghosh was not an 
earning member of the family at all. 

(b) to (d) Rs. 10 per month has l>een granted as allowance to the wife 
of Babu Mihir Kumar Motaid and Rs.15 per month to the mother of Babu 
Pulin Bihari Pal, but no family allowance has been granted, to Babu Pratulla 
Ranjan Ghosh for the reason stated in reply to (a) (rr) above! 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the answer n:., 

that Babu Mihir Kumar Motaid belongs to a joint family”, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware of the present-day nature 
of the system of joint family in Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My point, Sir, is that^answers to the>e 
questions are being avoided by reference to other matters and that is why 
I have been compelled to ask this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another thing, Mr. Roy, but how could you 
ask about the nature of the joint family system in Bengal? I do not allow 
that question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that 
Dr. Mihir Kumar Motaid used to live in Mymensingh only with his family 
find was himself maintaining his family? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he will make an enquiry with regard to the cases of Babu 
Pulin Behari Pal and Dr. Mihir Kumar Motaid that they were living 
separately from the joint family and maintaining their own families ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. I shall 
enquire. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of reviewing the 
cases of such prisoners who were the earning members of joint families but 
due to whose detention there has been a loss of income of those families, 
and, if so, whether the Hon’ble Minister will reconsider the question of 
giving them an allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: W hen applications are made I 
will examine the particular cases. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer {</)(/*) it is stated that the 
main source of income is from landed property. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleaded, to state what is the income from landed property? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Jlon’ble Minister aware of the 
present-day condition of the landed properties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, I am not aware. 

Distribution of seeds to agriculturists. 

64. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture Department aware that there has been a dearth of 
seeds of food-grains in the province due to the damage of crops? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of distributing seeds throughout the country? 

( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the quantity the Government desire to distribute in — 

0) the whole of the Province; 

(it) the district of Mymensingh; and 

(in) the subdivision of Tangail ? 

(d ) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate to increase the quantity of ttie 
improved tyf>e of paddy seeds for distribution among the agriculturists? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and CO-OPERATIVE 
CREDIT and RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan): (a), (b) and (d) Yes. 
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(c) (i) 48,000 maunds of a us paddy seed and 2*25 lakh maunds of aman 
seeds. It is also proposed to distribute 24,000 maunds of gram, 12,000 
maunds of lentil and 0,000 maunds of mustard seed. 

(ii ) and (tii) The district of Myniensingh and the Tangail subdivision 
will get their due share. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer (c)(i), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any quantity of a us paddy seeds 
has already been collected for distribution, and, if so, what amount!'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Distribution 
has commenced. I cannot say exactly what is the quantity which has been 
distributed up to now. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My information is that in certain districts 
no distribution has commenced. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether in the district of Faridpur, where there is a great scarcity of 
aus seeds, any distribution is being done or is contemplated to be done? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I met 

Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha yesterday and from him I came to know that 
distribution in Faridpur has not yet commenced, and I have issued orders 
yesterday that distribution may take place immediately. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House what will be the price of the ttus .seeds per maund? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Originally 
the price was Us. 12 but as the price has now gone up I have passed orders 
to sell them at Us. HI per maund. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the fact that owing to high 
prices of other necessaries of life the cultivators have no purchasing power 
this year, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to gi\e them gratuitous relief 
in seeds ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: -These seeds 
will be distributed to them by way of agricultural loan without charging 
any interest. Either they will return exactly » the same quantity they 
borrowed or the actual cost price which Government incurred. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who has quoted the price of Us. l(i which the Government have 
accepted for a maund of on* paddy seed? 

' The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: We did not 

call for any tender or any quotation from any person. At the time when 
this scheme was placed before the Finance Department it was thought that 
as the price of rice was rising, seeds may be purchased at Rs. 16. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state from whom is the rice being purchased — whether the rice is being 
purchased through open tender or through any contractor? If so, who is 
the contractor? Will he kindly let us have the whole scheme? 
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Tha Hon’bl? Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Not 

through any contractor. It was purchased through departmental officers in 
hats, bazars and market places. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the criterion bj* which the quota of different districts and subdivisions 
is determined ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Population 
and according to the need of the district. I can give the lull quota of 
48,000 mounds which has been sanctioned already. 





Maunds. 

Palma 



... 2,000 

Jalpaiguri 



.. 2,000 

llangpur 



... 4,000 

Maid a ... 



... 4,000 

Oilier two 

list rict s of North 

Bengal 

. 2,000 each 

Presidency 

and Burdwan Divisions (8 

districts) ... 2,000 each 

Dacca and 

Mymensingh 


... 8,000 

Faridpin 



... 2,000 

Tippeia 



... 2,000 

X oakhali 



... 2,000 

Khan Sahib 

HAMIDUDDIN 

AHMAD 

! Is the Government aware that 


-the quantity allotted for Kishoreganj subdivision is very inadequate and does 
not e.\eeed one-tenth of actual requirements ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: ] do not 

know. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the TJon’ble Minister be 
pleaded io stale whether the Government have set up any machinery to enable 
the agriculturists to get these agricultural seeds, and, it so, what is that 
machinery ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: The 

machinery i.s the officers of the Agriculture Department. Officers of the Jute 
Department are also co-operating for the purpose of distribution. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In view of the urgency and 
shortness of time what steps Government propose to take to make good the 
deficit of the requirements of any area? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Of course 
in the “Grow More Food” campaign the money which we have got has been 
set apart for this puropse. I have received reports from two or three 
districts where they say that the quantity is inadequate and I have informed 
the District Officer to correspond with the revenue authority so that 
agricultural loan may be given to those people where it is necessary and 
needed. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state to which officers are the agriculturists of any particular 
union to apply for getting seeds speedily? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: They will 
have to apply to the District Magistrates and on requisition from the District 
Magistrates our departmental officers will supply seeds. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in Daulatpur 
and the neighbouring villages in the district of Khulna Government officers 
are not receiving any money from the agriculturists in lieu of seeds supplied 
to them without payment of 25 per cent, interest? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I am not 

aware. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state t lie quota for Mymensingh and other districts of the province with 
respect to the aman paddy? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: As for 

ihe a man paddy, I have not yet fixed the quota for each district. Two lakhs 
25 thousand maunds is the quota for the province. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether distribution lias already commenced in tbe different subdivisions 
of the district of Mymensingh of aus and a man paddy seeds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Distribution 
of aman seeds has not yet begun. As regards a us seeds I cannot exactly 
say in which part of the Mymensingh district it has commenced. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability 
of making enquiry into the matter and if he is satisfied that Government 
officers are not accepting the money refunded by the agriculturists without 
interest, will he be pleased to send a circular to that effect? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Last year 
the distribution was made on fanrat system, a man taking one maund 
will have to return one and half maunds or its equivalent money value. 
That was the system introduced last jear. This \ear I have stopped that 
and no interest will be charged this year. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please consider the 
desirability of putting the whole thing’ in abeyance, I mean the realisation 
of interest, for the present and issue a circular to that effect? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: If I receive 
distinct and specific complaints that people cannot pay and it is hardship upon 
them to realise howai either in cash or in kind, then those cases will be 
considered by Government. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what portion of the need will be mitigated by the amount* of the 
seed distributed ? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I do not 

know what is the need and what portion will be mitigated. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Agricultural loan is being* given 
to the agriculturists. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that seeds are not 
available in the market and agricultural loan will not be of any use to them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I know 
that seeds are not available in every market in every district. The District 
Agricultural Officer as well as the District Magistrate will help in the matter 
of procuring seeds from neighbouring places. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware of 
the difficulty of the agriculturists of a particular union in applying to the 
District Magistrate as it entails costs to him to get the seeds and the delay 
in getting them, and, if so, will he consider the desirability of allowing the 
agriculturists of a particular union to apply to the Subdi visional Officer and 
to get relief from him? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Yes, they 
may apply to the Subdivisionnl Officer. District Magistrate means Sub- 
divisional Officer. 

Operation of the section 40A o<f the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. 

65. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
elm? go of the Rural Indebtedness Depaitment aware — 

< j) that section 40A of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act does not 
authorise parties to appear before the District Judge personally 
or by pleaders; and 

(//) that this causes inconvenience to the paities? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnutive, does the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplate to take steps for amending the section ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: (a) (i) Yes. 

in) I am not aware of any such inconvenience. 

(b) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the fact that under section 
40A of t lie Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act the parties do not get any 
opportunity to appear before the District Judge on appeal personally or 
through their pleaders and great inconvenience is caused to fhe parties, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House whether be will make a 
thorough enquiry into this? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: In the 

original Act there was no provision of revision ; the appellate court was the 
filial authority. Now in the amended Act a provision has been made fhat 
people may expect further relief by way of revision to the District Judge. 
The intention of the Legislature was to give relief without any cost on the 
part of either party. If permission is given to appear through their agents 
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or pleaders, it will come up entirely in the same way as coming up to the 
•court. That is the reason why Government did not like these things. If 
my honourable friend can convince me that as a matter of fact without this 
sufficient injustice or hardship is caused to the party then in that case I 
.shall consider it. 

BabU NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what he means when he says “I am not aware”? Does lie mean 
that he is not aware as a Minister, or he is not personally aware or whether 
he is deaf? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: As a 

Minister I am not aware, but as a lawyer I am aware and as a public man 
I cannot support it. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (a) (it), is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware that if lawyers are not allowed to appear before 
the District Judge the poor debtors will not be able to engage lawyers and 
it will not be possible tor them to represent their cases and the cases will go 
by default ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: As I have 
already submitted there is a revisional power. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou need not answer these questions. 

Promotion of Mr. N. C. Mukherjee to the Provincial Veterinary Service. 

34. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (a > Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that Sj. N. G. Mukherjee of the Bengal Veterinary College has been 
promoted to t lie Provincial Service as a lecturer to the Veterinary College? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the date of his promotion; 

(ii) the period of his service; and 

(iii) the number of officers whom he has superseded? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) (?) The officer was first appointed to officiate in the Bengal Lower 
Yeterinary Service on the 17th February, 1942, but reverted to his appoint- 
ment in the Subordinate Veterinary Service on the 1st April, 1942. He was 
•again promoted to officiate in the Provincial Service on the 10th December, 
1942, and is continuing in that appointment^ 

(ii) About eight years and five months. 

(iii) Seven. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (b)(iti), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why seven people have 
been superseded ? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Because 
they were found unsuitable for promotion by the department. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the reason for which he was reverted in 1942 and after- 
wards again promoted? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Bee a use he 

was promoted in a leave vacancy and as soon as the permanent incumbent 
returned he was reverted. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this gentleman was in the Calcutta Society toi the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals and dismissed from there? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 1 am not 

aware. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the period of service of these seven officers who were superseded? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes, 1 can 
give that information from the record. Balm B. N. Das Gupta was appointed 
in 1910, ‘officiated as Assistant Director in 19*10 and found unsuitable; 
Bahu S. N. Sen was appointed in July, 1934, as an Inspector and was also 
.found unsuitable; Maulvi Mobarak Ali was appointed on 17th September, 
1934, as an Inspector and was found unsuitable; Balm B. N. Nandi was 
appointed as an Inspector in July, 1936, and was also considered undesirable 
and be has no capacity to hold any administrative charge; Babu A. K. Uov 
was appointed on 3rd December, 1927, and was not considered suitable to 
hold administrative charge; Mr. Jamsheduddin wav appointed on 14th May, 
1933, and was found unsuitable for promotion; and Babu Hrishikesh Sen 
was appointed on 12th August, 1932, and was also found not suitable for 
holding any administrative charge. Then comes Babu N. G. Mukherji who 
was appointed on 21st December, 1939; be officiated as a lecturer. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In view of the Hon’ble Minister’s 
statement that some people w ere found unsuitable and some were undesirable, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w’ho determines the suitability 
or desirability of the candidates just mentioned by him? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The 

Principal, Veterinary College, and the Director, Veterinary College. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what w r as the basis upon which the Principal or the other person 
just mentioned proceeds to declare a candidate as unsuitable or undesirable? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: I want 
notice. It is not possible for me to answ ? er that off-hand. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In view of his answer ‘and my 
information, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make an enquiry 
whether this gentleman was a dismissed hand from the Calcutta Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the reason thereof? 

40 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8H EM ALI KHAN: I shall hold 
an enquiry. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on whose recommendation Mr. N. G. Mukherji had been promoted? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASH EM ALI KHAN: As I have 
already said, Sir, it was the Principal of the Veterinary College. 

Rangbang Estate, Darjeeling, and Ejectment Notioe. 

36. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNG: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) when the notice of ejectment was served on the proprietors of the 
Rangbang Estate, Darjeeling; 

(it) what was the time given; and 

(lii) whether the ejectment case has been started on the expiry of the 
time given ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of filing the eject- 
ment suit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (?) Original 
notices were served on 16th July, 1941, 11th August, 1941, 23rd August, 
1941, and 13th September, 1941, and additional notices were served on 18th 
February, 1942, 24th February, 1942, 28th February, 1942, 5th March, 1942, 
7th March, 1942, 14th March, 1942, and 17th March, 1942. 

{ii) 3l8t March, 1942. 

(Hi) No. 

(b) and (c) The legal position is under examination afresh. 

Point of information. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a poi nt of information, Sir. You 
were pleased to hold over one question about Mr. Farhad Rezu 
Cfca u d hu ry 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I want to know from the Chief 
Minister when that question will be answered. As there was a statement 
in which reference was made in the Council 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is held over. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I want to know when that question 
will be* answered by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will make an enquiry. The 
papers are in the office. I shall try to expedite. I cannot say at the present 
moment. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

29 — Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I be# to move that a sum of Rs. 2,71,(»3,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police”. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on the Calcutta Police “Poor 
Box” Fund. 

Sir, my intention in moving this motion is to draw the pointed attention 
of Government about the existence of a public feeling of resentment against 
the manner in which the fund is administered. Sir, I do not want to enter 
into the question of ethics or as to the morality or otherwise of t lie 
maintenance of a “Poor Box” Fund in a Government Department where 
collections must of necessity be realised under a sort of compulsion. Fnder 
the existing arrangement, motorists who infringe traffic rules are made to 
pay a sort of donation in order to escape the harassment of Police Court 
proceedings. Most of the motorists are glad to escape that harassment and 
for this they have to pay a contribution to the “Poor Box” Fund which is 
generally fixed by the Deputy Commissioner of Police. 

Sir, I do not question so much the existence of this fund, but I strongly 
object to the manner in which this fund is administered. I refer to the 
distribution of charities specially. 

Sir, when the public is called upon to make this contribution rather 
openly, I think it is only fair that the public should have a right to know 
how this fund is administered and in what manner the disbursements are 
made. So far as the question of receipts and expenditure is concerned, 
everything is shrouded in a veil of mystery. I, therefore, draw the atten- 
tion of Government to the fact that there is a certain amount of feeling in 
the minds of the public that everything is not above board. I personally 
cannot say anything it bout it because I am not aware how this fund is 
administered. I put a question about this subject, but unfortunately I have 
not received any answer. I have been putting questions for the last three 
years, but I have not been successful in eliciting any information from 
Government. I had a talk with the previous Home Minister who told me 
that he was seriously thinking of constituting a Committee to manage this 
fund, but before he could arrive at any decision, he had to leave office and 
the new Home Minister is now functioning. I also dnaw r the attention of 
the present Home Minister to the fact that the Commissioner of Police who 
is running* this fund should be assisted by a small Sub-Committee of a 
representative character so that the public may know how the money is 
disbursed. The Advisory Committee may also have a voice in distributing 
charities to all classes of public organisations. I hope this suggestion will 
meet with the approval of Government. I do not ask for anything much 
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and it is not very difficult for Government to accede to this humble request 
that the Commissioner of Police should be assisted by a small Sub-Committee 
of a representative character. 

Sir, I hope my motion will be accepted by Government. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 be# to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,71,08,000 for expenditure under the bead “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on the failure of Government 
to check abnormal increase in crimes and police excesses. 

Sir, from the Administration Report of 1941, which is the latest report 
available to us, we notice that so far as the Province of Bengal is concerned, 
from the year 1987 crimes are showing large increases. To cite instances, 
we find that so far as cognisable wises are concerned, there lias been an 
increase of 5,782 cases over those in 1940. Rioting cases have increased 
from 984 in 1987 to 1,048 in 1941. So, if the Hon’ble Minister will please 
refer to the Administration Report of 1940-41, he will find that there lias 
been an increase in all kinds of cases. 

Now, so far as Calcutta is concerned, it is not possible to give any 
information in the absence of the Administration Report of 1941-42 which 
has not yet been published. This is how the department is being run. 

Sir, the cases that are mentioned in the Administration Report are 
reported cases. Now, we know that in Calcutta as well as in the mufassal 
there are many new cases every year, but the first information report of 
such cases is not taken by the t liana officer or the subordinate officers unless 
the complainant is prepared to pay a certain sum of money. This is a 
situation which we very much deplore and we have year after year brought 
this fact to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister but without any result. 
Things have gone from bad to worse and there has been no improvement in 
the matter of detection of crimes. In Daulatpur there have been cases of 
dacoities and thefts but the culprits could not be detected. Recently there 
were two dacoities there and it transpired that the thana officer was 
implicated in both of them. That officer was not allowed to make enquiries 
but an officer from another place was brought in for the purpose. The 
funniest part of the whole thing wos that although he was not entrusted w r ith 
the task of enquiry, he was not removed from the place till the enquiry was 
finished. The result was that he stood in the way of proper enquiry and 
the accused were released for want of evidence. So far I have spoken about 
the abnormal increase in crimes. 

Now*, Sir, I w r ill deal with police excesses in the countryside. I hope 
other honourable members will deal with this subject so far as it concerns 
Calcutta, Noakhali and other places of East Bengal, but I will confine 
myself to West Bengal, particularly to the districts of 24-Parganas and 
M id n a pore. 

I will give one instance which occurred in my constituency at Diamond 
Harbour. One Abinash Chandra Das was arrested on the 27th February, 



1948 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


027 


while on his way back to his village at Durgapur, umler the impre^ion that 
he was a Congress worker. In this connection I may say, for the information 
of the House, that any one who dresses himself in khoddar in Diamond 
Harbour or in the district of Midnapore is taken to be a Congress worker 
and is arrested and harassed. Now, although be was really not a Congress 
worker, he was arrested as such. He was only an employee of a firm 
known as Kkadi Mandir. He had Rs. 2”) with him and was going home to 
see his ailing mother after four months. He was detained at Teropopia and 
on the 1st of March he was sent to the Nandigram jkdice-station and from 
there he was sent to Tamluk. Since that time he has never been heard of 
and his friends and relations do not know whether he is still alive, or is 
rotting in jail or he is dead and gone. 

The second case that I would like to refer to, is that of Digendra Nath 
Dus, a fourth year student of the Ripon College. He is 18 years old and 
was preparing for the B.A. Examination to be held in May. He was arrested 
on the 9th. 

On t lie 10th evening one Special Branch officer came to search the house 
and brought Dijendra with him. His father offered the son food of which 
he was, however, not allowed to partake. On the 11th the father went to 
the Special Branch office but after he had waited for many hours he was 
'told to go to the Bankshall Court. He was not, however, produced in the 
Court that day. Then he went to the Sukea Street tliana where he was 
told that lie would be produced at Bankshall Court on the 12th on which 
date the case was adjourned till the loth. He saw the Deputy Commissioner 
as he was going out, but he was asked to see him on the 14th, and then 
again on the loth. He went to the Special Branch office the same after- 
noon. He was allowed to give him food but he was not allowed to give 
him any clothing. "When he went again he was told that he had been taken 
to the Amherst Street police-station and was lodged with badmashes and 
drunkards. He is now rotting in jail. 

Now, Sir, I will pass on to Midnapore. On the 9th August, the 
Congress leaders were arrested and gagged as a result of which hartals w T ere 
organised and peaceful demonstrations were held in Tamluk. There was 
a procession headed by one Matangini Hazra, an old lady aged 70 years. 
She was carrying the Congress flag in her hand; she was shot at thrice, 
first on the leg, second at the knee-joint and third on the head under orders 
of the Second Officer of Tamluk police-station. The effect was that the old 
lady lay dead on the ground. 

Sir, the total casualties by shooting -were 41 in different thanas; wound- 
ed 133, rape and assaults on women were 137, houses looted by the police 
numbered 1,352, and houses looted by hooligans numbered 188 and bouses 
burnt 1,080. Wholesale arrests of male folks, destruction of properties 
worth lakhs and imposition of collective tines were the subsequent results. 

Then, Sir, Sri Krishna Maity of Tajpur, Contai, an old man of 70 years, 
a ricb respectable zamindar, was mercilessly belaboured in the presence of 
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the District Magistrate, and was compelled to work on the roads by carry- 
ing earth on his head. His pucca building was set on fire with petrol and 
valuables worth Rs. 20,000 were looted. But all this was done although he 
was not a Congress man. 

Nalini Raha, a police officer of Geonkhali thana, ordered wholesale 
raping of women, both young and old — , mothers, wives and sisters. 
Shooting was nothing, he said, and raping would bring forth a generation 
who would not join the Congress movement. This mass raping was com- 
mitted after driving out all male folks by beating them mercilessly. 

Sir, cases of rape, arson, looting, destruction of properties were publish- 
ed in a booklet entitled “Some facts about the Midnapore tragedy”. That 
book has been proscribed. The deposit money of the new Suhrid Press was 
forfeited. But why was it that the author of the book, Mr. M. N. Mitter, 
was not arrested by Government? The reason for that is that Government 
are afraid of facing these things in an open court. 

Now, Sir, 1 will ask what about the enquiry promised by the Hon’ble 
Minister? Yesterday the Hon’ble the Chief Minister said that a Special 
Officer would be appointed who would accept complaints. Tins is not 
possible. The police will then punish them and their miseries will know 
no limit. Already policemen are destroying all evidence in their possession. 
But if there had been an Enquiry Committee going about in the villages and 
different centres taking evidence, then at least some cases of oppression 
would have seen the light of the day. 

Even after the typhoon when people were absolutely helpless, police 
officers carried on and are still carrying on ceaseless oppressions unknown in 
the history of an\ land. We have heard of untold miseries of the people 
under Czardom in Russia. We have also heard of the worst atrocities 
committed on the Jews by Hitler. But atrocities committed by an 
organised band of raiders under orders of the officers of the Government, 
that call themselves a civilised Government, pale into insignificance against 
those committed hy the Czarist Government in Russia or those committed 
by Hitler s Germany on the Jews. Even 25 per cent, of the relief money 
is pocketed by the police as their toll and one Mr. Trilakhya Prodhan, n.L., 
of Alipore, was arrested for protesting against these acts of the Police. 

But this is not all, Sir. Moslem offenders were released from jails and 
their relations outside were forced bv the police to 'help them in looting the 
properties of their Hindu brethren and they were also asked to hoist the 
Muslim League flag on their houses so that they would be exempted from 
any kind of oppression. 

Sir, this is just a small picture of the two unfortunate subdivisions of 
Midnapore under the civilised British administration. 

Mr. David Hendry, leader of the European group, asked a starred 
question No. 108A in order to ascertain what was the extent of the damage 
done by the rebel elements — the number ol murders after the 16th October 
was 2, thana buildings burnt 3, private buildings burnt 8. Compared to 
that the excesses committed by the police and the military are so numerous 
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that they beggar all description. Therefore, Sir, in the fitness of things I 
suggest that Government should take steps to put a stop to what oppressions 
are being committed by Government agents before and after the cyclone. 

Maulvi KAZI ABUL MA3UD: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ks. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced bv 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, in moving this motion I beg to submit most respectfully that so far 
guard organisation particularly with reference to the grievances of the civic 
guards of Rujshahi Sadar and Nator against Mr. Mihirgobind Blmyn, 
District Commandant of Rajshahi Civic Guards. 

Sir, in moving this motion 1 beg to submit most respectfully that so far 
as the civic guard organisation is concerned, Muslims are quite willing to 
volunteer their services to defend their hearth and home against the aggres- 
sion of the Japanese. But I do not know whether any confidential circular 
was issued to the magistrates because local officers in charge of recruiting 
civic guards have been avoiding the enlistment of Moslems as civic guards 
in the motassal. As, for instance, no less a person than Mr. Khorshed 
Alain Khan Chaudhuri, who happens to be a cousin of the late Mr. Ashraf 
Ali, who* was Deputy Speaker of this Assembly, was not allowed to enlist 
himself as a civic guard of Nator. So far as group commanders are 
.concerned, they were selected without holding any examination and the 
whole tiling was arbitrarily decided. There was much agitation over this, 
lepresentations were made before the District Officer and District Superin- 
tendent of Police. Sir, there were persons who were in every way superior 
to those taken as group commanders and the proportion of Moslems in that 
rank is quite inadequate. Among the Muslims there were graduates and 
persons having Buchanan training. Among the group commanders of Nator 
three are Hindus and only one is a Muslim. 

Now, Sir, all these matters were brought to the notice of the local 
officers, but these grievances have not been attended to. This shows that 
the local officers do not like to give any privileges or rights to the Muslims 
who are quite willing to serve as Civic Guards. So far as the Civic Guards 
of Rajshahi Sadai are concerned, there was a deputation consisting of the 
Chairman of the Rajshahi District Board, Chairman of the Rajshahi Muni- 
cipality, Secretary, Mahomedan Association, Rajshahi, and Secretary, Bar 
Library. This deputation waited on the District Officer Mr. Aminuzzaman 
Khan and placed certain grievances against the District Commandant 
Mr. Mihirgobind Bhaya. There were certain specific charges of bribery and 
corruption against the District Commander. It has been alleged that this 
District Group Commander, taking advantage of his position, took bribe 
from some merchants and shop-keepers in dealing with food and other 
essential commodities. Whenever these charges of corruption were brought 
against this Group Commander, the District Magistrate of Rajshahi took 
no steps whatsoever. Some Muslim Group Commanders also placed their 
own personal grievances before the District Magistrate, Rajshahi. If the 
District Magistrate did not accede to their demand or did not deem it 
proper to hold any enquiry into the matter, there was no other alternative 
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left open but to resign the post of Civic Guard. As a result of this three 
Muslim lecturers of Rajshahi College and some other respectable gentlemen 
tendered their resignation as Civic Guards from Rajshahi. If this state of 
things continues and no enquiry is held, I think the utilities of the Civic 
Guards organisation will lose its importance, and the organisation will be 
very unpopular in the mofussil. So I respectfully submit and through you 
I request the Minister in charge to hold an enquiry into the matter and to 
see that the grievances of the Muslim Civic Guards of Natore and Rajshahi 
Sadar are attended to. 

With these words I commend my motion. 

Mr. H AREN DR A KUMAR SUR : Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police' ’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion on the failure 
of the Police Administration in Bengal in giving protection to the law- 
abiding citizens from military oppression sometimes amounting to most 
heinous crimes within the purview of the Indian Penal Code. 

In support of my motion I shall refer to the tragic incidents which 
happened on the 10th April last year in a village called Sonoa within the 
Feni subdivision close to the Fajilpur railway station and just bordering on 
the evacuated - area. The evacuated areas have been occupied by the 
British and Indian soldiers and their officers. They have got their camps 
m the houses left by the villagers in the evacuated areas. From the 
second week of April last year thousands of people of that locality used to 
work as day-labourers in connection with the military preparations in the 
evacuated areas. These people had to go out early in the morning and had 
to return in the evening. During the day-time t lie womenfolk and children 
ordinarily used to stay at home. Taking advantage of this fact some of 
the soldiers placed on duty near the place of occurrence entered the houses 
of Hnbibulla and Mirza Ali, caught hold of some females and began to 
ravish them by force. The inmates of these houses raised an alarm where- 
upon some of the villagers who had been working in the evacuated area 
close to the place of occurrence hurried on to the spot. One of the villagers 
inflicted cut wounds with a sharp-edged instrument to rescue a woman from 
the clutches of a soldier. These soldiers, seeing that a large number of 
people had been coming to the place of occurrence, opened fire. As a result 
thereof one Sadek Ali met instantaneous death and another Mokbul Ahmed 
received fatal wounds expiring a few hours afterwards. Two others who 
received gun-shot wounds as a result of the firing had to be removed to 
Feni hospital. Another person was slightly injured. Now, Sir, the 
villagers' succeeded in snatching away a rifle from the soldiers to prevent 
them from firing. This incident took place between 10 and 11 o'clock in 
the morning. In the afternoon between 3 and 4 o’clock the whole force 
of Indian soldiers accompanied by their European officers proceeded in motor 
trucks to the place of occurrence. They encircled 24 homesteads wherein 
as many as 81 families according to the Fnion Board register permanently 
reside besides several other families of evacuees. First of all they took 
into custody all the adult male members of these house^nd dragged* them 



1943.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


031 


to a place near Habibulla’s house and caused them to sit down with their 
eyes fixed on the ground surrounded by a cordon of soldiers in the presence 
of European officers. The women and children placed in the helpless 
condition began to run away from their houses in different directions for 
shelter. Those unfortunate females who could not escape the clutches of 
the soldiers were ravished. Others were violated, insulted and criminally 
assaulted. Then they broke open the chests, trunks and boxes and took 
away cash and ornaments, destroyed or damaged all movables in those- 
houses. Of the adult people taken into custody 13 comparatively younger 
in age and stronger in physique were escorted one by one to a secluded’ 
place and beaten. In the meantime the rifle that was snatched away in the- 
morning was recovered from a tank. About candle light the Additional 
Subdivisional Magistrate, a Mahomedan gentleman, and a Police Sub- 
Inspector appeared on the spot and arrested the 13 young people and allowed 
the rest to go. On return these people found their houses completely 
deserted. It took them two or three days to find out the females nnd 
children who took shelter in different places. The female members belong- 
ing to the same family were sometimes found in far off different villages. 
Sir, the local people who had been working as day-labourers in connection 
with the military operations ceased to work as a protest. Over the signa- 
ture of the Additional Subdivisional Magistrate one printed leaflet was issued 
admitting the murders, and this gentleman asked the people to resume 
work and gave the assuiance that on investigation the culprits would be 
punished and, if necessary, death sentence would be inflicted. Before the 
Police some of the ladies who had been ravished made statements disclosing 
the acts of shame perpetrated on them. These women were sent to Feni 
hospital and were examined by the medical officer there who found marks 
of injury on their cheeks, lips and other parts of their bodies. 

Then, Sir, the President of the District Congress Committee and the 
President of the Subdivisional Congress Committee as also the Secretary of 
the Tippera District Congress Committee held a joint enquiry and submitted 
report to the President of the Indian National Congress. Dr. Praf'ulla 
Chandra Ghosh, a member of the Congress Working Committee, and 
Miss Khorsed Ben Naoroji, a grand-daughter of the late Dadabhoy 
Naoroji, a very distinguished and highly educated and cultured lady, were 
deputed b\ Mahatma Gandhi to ascertain facts. They went to the locality 
and were satisfied as to the truth of the allegations made by the females 
and the villagers. On this the All-India Congress Committee adopted a 
resolution regarding molestation of women by soldiers, but Ibis resolution 
was banned under the orders of the Government of India. In reply to a 
question in the House of Commons, the Secretary of State for India repudiat- 
ed these allegations as exaggerations and gross mis-representations, where- 
upon the President of the Indian National Congress took up the challenge 
maintaining that every syllable of this report was true. Then, Sir, a 
confidential enquiry was held by a Special Magistrate, a senior Deputy 
Magistrate having first class powers, in presence of the General Officer 
Commanding, but we do not know the result of the enquiry. But it ig 
evident that the police did not submit any charge sheet. The police got 
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information about the morning incident immediately after the occurrence. 
They ought to have gone immediately to the place of occurrence and com- 
menced investigation and thereby, they could have prevented the afternoon 
occurrence. But they did not adopt that course. They had been intriguing 
all the while with the military authorities and allowed them to take the 
law into their own hands. After these soldiers had committed these acts 
of inhuman brutalities upon an unarmed population, the Additional 
Subdivisional Magistrate and police Sub-Inspector suddenly appeared and 
arrested certain persons. 

Sir, in this particular case, the question of identification is not at all 
difficult. The soldier, who was inflicted injuries could be easily identified 
and the soldier from whose hands the rifle was snatched away could be 
easily traced. Further, Sir, the military people did not deny the occurrence 
but they gave a different version and said that it was in connection with 
cutting of some trees and that the villagers were the aggressors. 

Sir, the very sight of a soldier is a terror to these villagers. According 
to the military version these villagers dared to attack some soldiers armed 
with rifles, knowing full well that a large number of soldiers had got their 
camps near by close to the place of occurrence and that these villagers 
persuaded their females to make false statements involving their personal 
honour. Not only that; they also fabricated marks of injury on their 
persons. This is a story which no one can believe. Sir, the recent 
hapennings in Midnapore are still fresh in our minds. I need not repeat 
them again. Instances of oppression on individuals committed b\ the 
military people are numerous. I shall cite only one instance. One 
Manindrn Chandra Das of Budhan, police-station Burichang, Tippera, was 
shot dead by a European soldier at Mainamati in Tippera. The enquiring 
Magistrate discharged the accused, and the District and Sessions Judge 
directed the accused to be committed to the Court of Session for trial, but, 
Sir, some months have elapsed and the accused has not yet been committed 
to the Court of Session for trial. This shows the deliberate indifference of 
the police in such a serious case. This goes to establish beyond doubt that 
the police have failed to enforce law and order in cases where the military 
are concerned. May I enquire from the HonTde Minister in charge of Law 
and Order what steps he has taken in these cases and what relief lie has 
given or proposes to give to the victims? 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to move that the 
demand of lls. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police’ ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion on the duties 
of the police in the mufassal under the Defence of India Rules. 

Sir, we are living in abnormal circumstances due to the devastating war 
— circumstances, over which we have no control, circumstances for* which 
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the Defence of India Act and the Defence of India Rules were promulgated. 
We have nothing to say against the promulgation of this abnormal law 
under abnormal circumstances, but, Sir, what we complain of is that this 
very sharp weapon and this rather dangerous weapon is being handled and 
used by the executives in the mufassal and also by the police in the 
mufassal in a somewhat reckless manner. Sir, the police, particularly in the 
mufassal, are creating panic in the minds of the innocent villagers and 
practically they are terrorising them in more ways than one. Permit me. 
Sir, to bring to the notice of this House some glaring instances in mv 
constituency of police excesses in the name of the Defence of India Rules. 

Sir, one day, I remember, a very innocent villager in the mufassal was 
talking with another villager telling him that the prices of paddy and rice 
were fixed in that locality for the time being, but how is it that the officers 
were not at all anxious, were not at all able to control the price of cloth 
that was rising higher and higher? A police officer was standing by. It 
ieached his ears and at once that villager was arrested and put into custody 
and detained in the thana. 

Secondly, Sir, some time ago a circular was issued in mv constituency 
witih regard to the hats and bazars in the mufassal. The House will be 
surprised to know thai it was ordered — and there was no reason for such an 
order — that all the hat . s and bazars will be terminated punctually at o o’clock 
in the afternoon. Sir, the police officers in the mufassal with watch in 
their hands went round the hats and bazars telling the people, “It is now 
6 o’clock. Go home.” If anybody after that time was found to overstay 
by two, three or five minutes, he was arrested and sent up. In this way 
1 o t n of people w ere hauled up before the courts in the subdivision and they 
had to take their trial under the Defence of India Rules for days together 
and afterwards most of them were fined. 

Sir, the third one 1 should like to tell you and the House is that so far 
as the subdivisional town of Hong, ion i^ concerned, very recently a circular 
or some sort of order by the executive has been issued fixing the price of 
fish in the marked. Sir, this order has been so overzealously carried out by 
the local police that from the ven next da\ no fish could be found in the 
market although fish is available to the officers concerned — officers of the 
police I mean — in what way you can understand very easily. 

Sir, in this way we see that the police is doing many pett\ things in the 
name of the Defence of India Rules in the mufassal and they are practically 
terrorising the people — standing in the way of normal trade, business and 
supply. 

Sir, I should like to suggest one thing, that the Hon’ble Home Minister 
will be pleased to issue a general order to all police officers, particularly in 
the mufasiiiil, telling them not to stand in the way of carrying on the 
normal avocations of life by the peaceful villagers, and not to terrorise the 
people in any way in carrying on their normal duties and telling them to 
treat the villagers — innocent villagers — like their friends which is the 
ultimate aim and object of the Defence of India Rules. For this I should 
like t O draw the attention of the House to only one line of section 2 of the 
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Defence of India Act — that this Act was passed “for maintaining the 
supplies and .services cnemial to the life of the community.’* 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Islam, your time is up. 

Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: Sir, please allow me one minute more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been allowing one minute, two minutes, three 
minutes, five minutes, seven minutes or even ten minutes to members. 
The result has been that last night we had to sit till about 10-30 p.m. 
Henceforth 1 will not allow even one single minute more for discussion on 
this matter because I understand that none of the leaders are going to 
speak on this subject. Therefore although I allow you one minute, hence- 
f’oitli I will be very strict with regaid to i i me so far as the present business 
is concerned. 

Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: Th ank you, Sir. I have in my possession 
many other instances but I have no time. So, Sir, I should now* like to 
appeal to the Chief Minister to issue a circular and to see that that circular 
reaches the police officers in the mufassal, telling them not to terrorise the 
people and not to create panic in the minds of the innocent villagers in the 
name of the Defence of India Act and the Defence of India Rules. ith 
these words I commend my motion. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I beg to move motion No. 58 
standing in the name of Khan Sahib Mafizuddin Ahmed, that the demand 
of Rs. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object of this motion is to raise a discussion on the failure of 
the Government to give effect to the recommendation of Chaukidari 
Enquiry Committee. 

Sir, this is as old as 1937-38. In 1937, I think there was a cut motion 
which raised a discussion that Rs. 44 lakhs which was to be spent on the 
Calcutta Police should be borne by the Calcutta Corporation and that the 
sum so released should be set apart for the villagers. Secondly, there was 
a non-official resolution moved by my friend Kazi Emdadul Haque which 
was passed in this House unanimously demanding that at least half of the 
salaries and emoluments of chaukidars and dafadars should be spent on 
nation-building works. As a result of this demand a Chaukidari Enquiry 
Committee was appointed on 28th July, 1938, and they submitted their 
report on the 24th August, 1940. Now, from that time onwards we are 
crying hoarse to give effect to the recommendation of the Chaukidari 
Enquiry Committee, but Government were not paying any heed to them. 
There are many points on which the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee have 
made their recommendations with a view to improving the chaukidari 
administration of the province. I myself gave notice of a Village Self- 
Government (Amendment ) Bill, embodying many of the recommendations 
of the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee. Under section 21 of the Village 
Self-Government (Amendment) Act, the District Magistrate is givfcn the 
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power to determine the number of and the salary to be paid to the chauki- 
dars and dafadars of a union board irrespective of the opinion of the union 
board president. Sir, this has given rise to an anomalous position. The 
Chaukidari Enquiry Committee submitted its report in 1940, and they have 
recommended on page 117 that two-thirds of the amount of the cost, 
amounting to a total of Rs. GO lakhs, should be met from the provincial 
exchequer. We understand that the cost of the police for Calcutta and 
other municipal towns is Rs. •>> lakhs and three quarter of that sum is 
Rs. 4U lakhs. Sir, the municipalities should be made to pay that sum 
and if that is done the Provincial Government will in their turn be able to 
meet the cost of the ehaukidar and the dafadar as has been recommended 
by the committee. Sir, I may point out that the cost of chaukidars and 
dafadars is met entirely from the provincial revenues in Madras and Bombay 
Presidencies and also in the I nited Provinces. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I have jour kind permission 
to move the cut motions Nos. oG-o“, given notice of by Mr. Premhari 
Parma and Mr. Lakshmi Nara\an Biswas. 1 know that under certain 
convention a motion moved b\ or proposed to be moved b\ a member of 
the party behind the Government is not to be moved as such, but 1 submit 
that it is a very important motion and as it i> now before the House, if you 
will kindh permit me to move it, T will be extremely obliged to you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, as \ou are aware, Sir Azizul Haque did 
not allow motions of one party to be moved by another party, and I do not 
propose to depart from that convention, at least without giving m\ serious 
consideration to this matter. So, T regret I cannot allow you to move that 
motion on this occasion, but 1 shall look into the matter and come to my 
own decision. However, you can very well speak on this subject on the 
general motion; I will allow you to do that, and that, l think, will serve 
your purpose. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. I think 
that a motion which is not being moved cannot be spoken to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I think lie can certainly speak on the general 
demand and lie can speak on the same subject. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: But I submit that speaking on the 
general demand is different from speaking to any cut motion specifically. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal will not move the motion, but certainly 
every member of this House is entitled to discuss the general demand and 
in that connection bring in all matters relevant to that demand. 

The Hoft’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: To obviate the difficulty, I 
will take notice of the reference made here and I will make a statement 
because it contains the insinuation against the police which I find is not 
true and on which I shall place before the House the facts in the possession 
of Government. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That you can do at the time of replying to the debate. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Six, I wish under the 
general motion to speak about civic guards and, since I am one myself, 
also about the excellencies of others in a similar state, and what I say about 
Calcutta is to be understood to apply to other places also that have their 
guards, and what I say about guards will be understood to apply to all 
those who do public defence services. Calcutta is a fair and noble city, 
worthy of its citizens’ love and pride. Thousands of young men and men 
not very young are giving these services gladly and proudly — men of nearly 
every walk in life, men of every community in this city, men of every level 
of social, educational and material advantage. With self-denial they have 
trained themselves to be useful to the unfamiliar conditions in which they 
have been placed, they have learnt to perform duties not previously in their 
experience to patrol the streets by night and day, to manage crowd and 
traffic, to help in quelling street disturbances, to help the helpless, the 
confused, the panic-stricken; and when our city not very long ago came 
into the front of the battle, although they were not called on to do much, 
they were there, ready, alert and competent to do whatever the moment 
demanded. 

Sir, when I pay a tribute to the men who rendered these services, I wish 
to pay a tribute to the women who have taken their part in corresponding 
services, but in paying that tribute I will make one difference from what 
I have said about men: nothing will induce me to divide the women of 
Calcutta into two classes, young and not very young! The result effected 
in the services they do is of three kinds: first, the judgment of their own 
conscience that they are doing work of civic value for today and days to 
come; second, the general approval of the citizens of this city; and, third, 
a reward unfortunately of another kind — the voice and the reason of a few, 
some of them strangely in the city’s own Corporation, who from some defect 
of nature or inertia find themselves considerably sinking to the low levels 
of controversy and contention : the civic guard wishes to make its protest 
against that. Last year the height of achievement was reached when a 
member of this House called the guard either the scum of society or the 
scum of the earth, I forget which. Sir, it was explained to them that scum 
is something that in its turn rises to the top by its own natural qualities. 
This year a very popular member of this House falling sadly below his 
pleasant and friendly self for a moment referred to us as a band of ruffians 
or something of that sort: the condemnation was universal, allowing no 
room for exception. Therefore, I think it may be useful if I mention a 
few names from this House, looking up to Mr. Pulin Beliary Mullick, Sir 
Hari Sanker Paul, and Mr. Griffiths, and outside we have Mr. N. C. 
Cbanei jte, Mr. M. P. Ghatak, Mr. Fnsuddowlah and many others: there 
are twelve Hindus, seven Muslims, one Parsi, two Anglo-Indians and two 
Europeans who are heading the guards of this city. Fnder them there are 
men of different communities. I may mention some of the categories in 
mv own guards: schoolmasters, engineers, electricians, doctors, coal 
merchants — and if there is no respectability in them— an ex-Judge; .if that 
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does not satisfy, I may go higher still and mention a barrister; and if that 
will not do, I may mention a popular film actor and producer, and personal- 
ly I may say that in all the districts of the city there are men who have 
never done any work at all and surely you can find nothing more respectable 
than that. For this and other reasons I refuse to consent to the proposition 
that we are contempted and useless, that we are a set of crawlers and 
brutes: on the contrary, have we not for two years carefully and scrupulous- 
ly guarded the houses, the shops, the godowns of men who are becoming 
prematurely wealthy during the distressed state of the country? Rut if 
I will turn the statement made the other day the other way round and 
regard it not as an expression of condemnation of what is there in the guard, 
but rather as a lamentation for so much good stuff seen in the dark, then 
I agree with all my heart and soul. There is a lot in Calcutta that should 
be caught and locked. What about our young athletes? Only a small 
proportion of them are in public service, and yet to give all leisure only 
to playing games at a time like this is childish. What about the many 
employees in the Government offices? Only a small proportion of these 
are doing any work outside their office hours. What about young 
students? Many are in, but there are thousands out, and there are 
thousands *of students in Calcutta with equal proportions of their generous 
nature who would make very fine city guards something of which this city 
would be proud. Finally what about the Calcutta members of this House — 
a galaxy of distinction and talent. And last of all I come to the ministerial 
benches. What a stimulus if the Chief Minister joined! He could join my 
guards and I can promise him plenty of hard work and rapid promotion 
from the ranks if he showed himself deserving. 

I regret, Sir, there is no more time available, but may I mention that 
if there is any work unsatisfactory in the guard, remember that we are a 
section of the people of Calcutta and if we are not all angels, perhaps part 
of the explanation is that Calcutta itself is not entirely inhabited by angels. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I have desired to 
speak a few words on the Police Budget, it is more with a view to draw 
pointed attention to certain aspects of Police Administration in the province 
than with a view to criticise the present Ministry for failure in this direc- 
tion or that direction. 

Sir, it has been pointed out through various interpellations and answers 
to questions on the floor of this House during the last few days that the 
public of Bengal still feel very much aggrieved about the actions of a large 
section of the police. The police debates in this House at the present 
moment take an unreal shape more because even now the old Job Charnoek 
mentality continues in the administration of the Police Department. The 
police authorities feel that they do not owe their responsibility to the 
Council of Ministers so much as to some other quarter and as a result they 
are often actuated to do things in a manner completely devoid of public 
sympaihy and public support, and unlike the police in other countries the 
police in this province still continue to be unpopular. I do feel, Sir, that 
this is mot the time to make the police of Bengal more unpopular because 



€38 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[25th Mar., 


we at least feel that it is our bounden duty to see that the agents of peace 
.and law should be helped as far as practicable during the present emergency, 
hut at the same time there is no denying the fact that in different parts of 
this province things are happening, things have been allowed to happen, 
which go to show that the police are still acting to oppress the people in 
various directions. In Noakhali, in Midnapore, in the Balurghat subdivi- 
sion and even in my humble district of Murshidabad the excesses of the 
police have known no bounds. I would only instance one case as to how 
Mr. U. C. Pollard, who behaved in a most rude and ungentlemanly way 
towards certain respectable members of the bar had ultimately to eat the 
humble pie and was convicted in a court of law for having assaulted a 
pleader at Berhampore, and that very gentleman still continues there 
without any penalty. 

Sir, there has been from time to time public attention drawn to various 

things and one such tiling was, as my friend Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur 

pointed out, the failure of the police in regard to the Sonua firing. In that 
connection, Sir, the tragedy of the situation was that the local Inspector 
of Police, Feni, who is now on leave for the last ten months, tried sincerely 
to find the culprits out. In his own preliminary report he did try to find 
out who were those military officers that created this mass terrorism and 
had perpetrated rape on unarmed women and looted the villages. And yet, 
8ir, surprising it was, the higher officers of police including the Superin- 
tendent of Police of Noakhali, who was rather vindictive, prevented that 
Inspector of Police from doing his duty and he was ultimately compelled 
for the vexatious treatment he got to seek to go on leave. 

We have another instance, for which notice of a motion was given, of 

searches conducted in the Dinajpur Jail on the 4th February between 2-30 
and 5 p.m. in the female ward. Outside police was brought in. The 
female ward was not in rebellion; the female security prisoners were not 
rebels. What was surprising was that armed police was brought in inside 
.the -jail for conducting the search — a search that was carried on for more 
than two hours — and the male staff which was brought in sat on the beds 
of these female security prisoners and they searched all their belongings. 
A letter of protest was sent to the District Magistrate but that was not 
heeded to, and some of those prisoners who came from respectable families 
felt extremely indignant at this action of police zulum. We do not know 
what authority the police had to enter the jail which is under the complete 
control of a Superintendent of Jail who has his own staff of warders and 
various other agencies to conduct searches, and we are not aware as to who 
permitted the police to go inside the jail and conduct searches with male 
police constables and policemen in the female ward for so long a time. 

Sir, I have also had occasion to invite attention to various other cases of 
oppression, and we have lists of deaths due to police firing in various parts 
of Bengal from August, 1942, onwards and these lists show that contrary 
to the list given by Government the total deaths in Bengal due to police 
firing, except the Calcutta figures which are estimated to be more than 150, 
oatne to more than 100, so that there were nearly 250 cases of deaths alone 
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due to police firing? in various parts of Bengal during the last few months. 
That being the state of affairs, it is high time that the Ministers should set 
their foot on the administration of the Police Department and they must he 
effective if they take charge of the Police Department. They should he 
effective Home Ministers and not permit things to he managed l>y some 
other agencies however big or however dependable that agency may be, and 
we submit that so long as the Ministers do not take the responsibility fully 
by conducting the affairs of the Police Department themselves and lay down 
the policy themselves and see that such a policy is carried out, the police in 
Bengal can never be popular. 

Mr. W. E. 8KIPWITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, once again this House is 
presented with its perennial crop of criticism against the Police Administra- 
tion — a crop which by its very nature loses no strength with the passing of 
the years. The allegations against the police are wide and, I suggest, ill- 
founded. They do too much, they do too little, they cost too much, they 
are not sufficiently numerous to protect the property of the people. 

I have ascertained. Sir, that during the years 1940 and 1941 the percen- 
tage of defections of repoited burglary cases in Calcutta was 42 *0 per cent, 
and 4(S o per cent. respe( lively, while in theft cases the percentage of 
detection was 40 8 per cent, and 44-2 per cent, respectively. When it is 
lomemhered that main cases of a ver\ petty character must be included in 
thoM.' reported, the success which lun attended the efforts of the investigating 
o fibers is commendable and, I would add. compares favourably with the 
records of the London Metropolitan Police Force. 

It is alleged. Sir, that the police are oppressive, callous and rude to the 
public. Figures which I have obtained regarding rude behaviour show 
that only 11 complaints were received in 1940 of which seven proved false, 
12 in 1941, of which eight were false and 7 ill 1942 all of which were dealt 
with departmentally. I suggest. Sir, that an average of 10 complaints per 
year against a force numbering over 10,000 officers and men is not an indica- 
tion of a serious state of affairs. 

The Police Poor Box is once again the subject of criticism. I am afraid 
1 must disagree with my friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali when I say 
that contributions to the Poor Box are by no means compulsory, but the 
institution of this voluntary means of atoning for its sins benefits the general 
public in two -ways. Firstly, it relieves congestion in tire Police Courts and, 
secondly, it places at the disposal of the Commissioner of Police a Fund to 
be administered not only for the benefit of the deserving members of the 
public who have fallen on evil times, but also for crime prevention by send- 
ing undesirable characters out of the province. I have examined the rules 
controlling the administration of this Fund which is, incidentally, subject 
to annual audit, and have found no cause for criticism. 

Now, Sir, it appears to me and my Party that there are two main factors 
which adversely affect the efficient operation of the Police Force. The first 
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is that they are seriously under-strength. The second, that they do not 
receive that measure of support and co-operation from law-abiding citizens 
which is so desirable. 

It is a well-known fact, Sir, that the strength ot the Police Force in the 
police-stations of Calcutta is today substantially the same as it was in 1905 
in spite of the phenomenal increase in the city's population, both law-abid- 
ing and criminal. The following extract from the Municipal Gazette of 
August Kith, 1941, is interesting: — 

“During the period 1901 to 1911 the increase in the population of Calcutta 
was only about 50,000. The population in 1901 was 847,796 and in 1911, 
896,007. From 19*11 to 1941, however, the population rose from 11*6 lakhs 
to nearly 21 lakhs. The increase in the last decade has been nearly 81 per 
cent. — a record for any city in the world.” 

It is clear, Sir, that the prevention of crime is just as important, if not 
more so, than the apprehension of offenders after a crime has been com- 
mitted. It is a most regrettable fact that in this, the second city of the 
Empire, there are insufficient police to provide that elementary protection 
of the citizen against the law-breaker known as the “policeman’s beat”. 
Owing to this fact a burglar can lurk in the streets, force an entry into a 
residence and then proceed through the streets with his booty without very 
much fear of being seen. In the rural districts the police are even more 
under-strength and here their troubles are greatly increased by the inadequate 
and, in many cases, complete absence of communications. We should 
welcome, Sir, an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister that a very substan- 
tial increase, an increase which is long overdue, in the strength of the 
I (dice Force both in the city and the districts will be forthcoming. 

With regard to the need for a greater degree of co-operation between the 
general public and the police there is little I can add to the remarks of 
my friend Mr. Clark when he spoke on this subject last year. No body of 
men can give of their best if they are unfairly criticised by and receive no 
help from their employers. We, on this side of the House, would welcome 
any move to attain inci eased co-operation and we hope that the police them- 
selves will continue to leave no stone unturned to break through the barrier 
of prejudice and misunderstanding which divides them from the full co- 
operation of the public. We should also like to see a better understanding 
shown on the floor of this House of the difficulties of the Police Force and a 
greater degree of support of the manner in which they face their often dis- 
agreeable tasks from the Hon’ble Minister himself. 

Mr, G, GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Civic Guards were formed 
in 1940 on a national basis to provide civilian soldiers for Calcutta. Recruit- 
ment was made on democratic lines, hence the rank and file was drawn from 
all classes, high and low, rich and poor. 

For the rank and file to have attained the high standard of drill as was 
recently displayed at the Police Training School and for the Governor to 
remark that the standard of efficiency compares favourably with any 
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volunteer organisation in the province brings great credit to the Police 
Administration of the Civic Services. To maintain and keep the standard 
required for soldiers during these three years discipline and hard work were 
necessary. Consequently those who could not carry out orders and regula- 
tions imposed on them gradually dropped out of the organisation, under 
one pretext or another. It ultimately became a matter of the survival of 
the fittest or those most adapted for such a calling. Besides drill, patrol duty 
was done at nights from 7-30 p.m. to 11-30 p.m. and duty at the control 
shops from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 5 to 7 p.m. Again guards have to 
turn out at their Assembly Points during air raids when all clear is given 
to help the police in the case of any disaster. A voluntary organisation, 
officers without salaries, and men without wages, save a petty allowance of 
(> annas per four hours, and for them to carry out duties as an auxiliary to 
the police! What greater performance do you want? Sir, efficiency should 
not be sacrificed for economy. It was only recently that a permanent paid 
staff of 30 men was sanctioned from 1st February, ] 943. Entally was unable 
to supply the full quota being short of two, for the simple reason the 
majority of our men were employed and only trained men were required. 
Therefore to hear members in this House at thiS late stage referring to the 
rank andT file of our National Civi< Guards as the scum of society and as 
refuse really baffles one. To say the least it is uncharitable and amounts 
.to the cruelest form of tyranny — ostracism. Sir, I ask, is it fair to 
ostracise your fellow-countryman because he happens to be less fortunate 
than you in receiving nature’s gifts? Humanity pleads that all may be 
given an equal opportunity. Poor lads trained in my district Entally given 
the opportunity have made good. (Cries of “Hear! ‘hear!” from the Muslim 
League Opposition benches.) A few are serving in the Air Force, Army 
and Mercantile Navy, while numbers have joined the A.R.P. where condi- 
tions were better, salarieN being paid. Bengal cannot improve and go 
forward if her people are kept in watertight compartments according to their 
birth. ((Vies of “Hear! “hear!” from the Muslim League Opposition 
benches.) Nature allows no such adjustment. Her sovereign law is subor- 
dination and dependence. Her gifts of intelligence, perseverance and honesty 
of purpose must triumph and so we find constant changes. The humble and 
meek are exalted while the haughty and mighty are brought down from 
their seats. Self-conceit was the first sin in our universe. Hence the fall 
of Lucifer. Want of humility is simply the want of all religion. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Griffiths, your time is up. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Yes, Sir, I will just finish.' Let us remember 
that the greatness of England is due to the fact that she recognises merit. 
Her motto is “Every British soldier carries a field marshal’s baton in his 
knapsack.’* This should be also Bengal’s motto. (Applause and cheers.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, before the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
speaks, I would like to remind him that we have just heard that the 
chaulsidars of the province are being allowed dearness allowance, but 
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villagers have got to find the dearness allowance for them. We would like 
to know if that is a fact or if the Government is fiuding the dearness allow- 
ance because if union hoards have to find the dearness allowance, the union 
rates have to be increased and union boards find it difficult to find any 
additional fund. If the Hon’ble Chief Minister will give a reply on that 
point, we will be very much obliged. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I begin with the last 
point first. I have no information and I have made enquiries. I shall make 
further enquiries tomorrow and try to find out the fact. 

Sir, as regards the cut motions, I wish to say a few words about the 
Poor Box Fund. This fund has been started by the Calcutta Police with 
the object of providing relief to the needy and distressed people in Calcutta 
and is administered by the Commissioner of Police and the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Police, Headquarters. The fund is propeily audited each year 
by the Accountant-General. Bengal. Distribution is made under the rules 
by the Commissioner of Police, and 1 do not think that, so far as its distribu- 
tion is concerned, there has been any room for any complaint. The fund is 
intended to be applied in tjie following cases: To afford temporary relief 
to indigent persons praying for help, for food or clothing, or start in life; 
to meet the medical expenses in deserving cases; to afford relief to the ex- 
prisoners; to pay t fie tiavelling expenses and subsistence of mufassal 
witnesses of poor circumstances attending the Coroner's Court in Calcutta;” 
to pay railway oi steamer fare and subsistence and conveyance hire to 
persons found destitute in Calcutta. No single payment should ordinarily 
exceed Rs. 1011. In exceptional < lrrumstanees the amount mav be raised to 
Us. 250 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Fund sanctioned by lawh 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This Fund is for the purpose 
of charity. 

Dr. NALI NA£8HA 8ANYAL: r Ihe question was raised whether it 
was sanctioned by law. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not find anythin-! illegal 
in a Charitable Fund. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We are informed that Mr. P. D. Martyn 
has in his notes recorded that the Fund is illegal, 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ilow can a Fund be illegal? 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA 3ANYAL. It is being illegally maintained. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as this Fund is con- 
cerned, it has been in existence for several years and* it has given satisfac- 
tion. As I was reading, the objects are entirely for eharitable purposes. 
Destitute persons and poor witnesses are helped and in some cases members 
of the public are also helped and it has been verv greatly appreciated. 
Whether it is sanctioned by law or not, it is sanctioned by humanitarian 
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considerations and I think that is enough. (Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali: 
Why do you not form a Sub-Committee?) I do not think there is any 
committee. The Commissioner ot Police assisted by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police distributes the Fund according to certain fixed rules. I 
do not think any committee is necessary. 

I come now to the remarks that have been made about the Police 
Administration generally and the irresponsibility of the Minister. Once 
again, Sir, I am faced with a big constitutional problem. In so far as the 
police carry out the dut\ oi maintaining law and order, the Minister in 
charge of the department must take responsibility for the actions ot the 
police in so far as they i elate to their legitimate duties. Cases arise in 
which there may be some dereliction of duty and, as J explained \este.day, 
in these special cases Government are always prepared to see whether the 
allegations made against the police aie justified or not. 

I am aware, Sir, of the incident at Sonua in Noakhali where the military 
authorities are alleged to have committed certain acts which did amount to 
an offence under the Indian Penal Code. A magisterial enquiry under 
section K>9 of the Criminal Procedure ('ode was held and although the main 
allegations were substantiated, there could be no prosecution because there 
could he no identification and all that we could do was to compensate the 
■relations and dependants of the tour persons who had lost their lives in 
consequence of the military firing. 

Then there was a case in Duttapukur. There the military authorities 
permitted the soldiers to he liied in the ordinary court. They were tried 
and convicted. They appealed to the 11 lgh Comt and the High Court upheld 
the conviction. Alter that I do not know what happened. 

Sir, geneialh speaking, I think, I would be right- if I claim that 
oraduully the morale of the police force is improving and that at the present 
moment the police service is much less open to criticism than they were some 
years ago. Year by year youths of respectable families are getting enrolled 
both in the Calcutta Police as well as in the mufassal police and the new 
additions that are made ever\ yeai from respectable families have tended to 
raise the morale — not only the inmate of the for< c hut also the prestige of 
the work that is ordinarih done by the police. (Mr. Audvela-Al 
Mahmoud: Highly educated as well.) Yes, they are educated. Ah a 

matter of fact, appointments in the Calcutta Police aie very much coveted 
bv the graduates of the Calcutta University. Sir, I submit that the best 
way to raise the morale of the police force is for us, the members of the 
public, to co-operate with the police just as it is the duty of the police to 
co-operate with the public. Of course, there are black spots in the adminis- 
tration itself, but, as I have said, us times goes on, we find there is a decided 
improvement in this respect, and I cannot at the present moment approve 
of the general allegations made against, the police. All I can say is that 
they are doing responsible work under very difficult circumstances and in 
many cases they are more sinned against than sinning. The allegations 
that^ire sometimes made are made very recklessly and they start under this 
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disadvantage that there is generally something like a feeling that since the 
man is a police officer, he must have done something wrong. There is that 
feeling and so they have to start under very great handicaps. But even 
under these circumstances they have in many cases stood to their posts and 
have done their duties under exceptional circumstances. All that I can say 
is that attempts are being made to improve the tone of the police force, to 
improve the morale of the force and to make them serviceable to the people. 
Let us hope that with co-operation between the leaders of the people and 
Government in this respect, we will have in the near future a police force 
which will not be open to any legitimate criticism. 

Sir, as regards the search of the female prisoners in the female ward of 
the Dinajpur Jail, I may say that there was a search of their belongings 
but no personal search. Previously there was an attempt made by the 
female warders, but on their failure, the police had to search their belong- 
ings. It was a thorough and extensive search of their belongings — their 
letters, papers and everything — but there was no personal search. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: Why by the police in the jail?) All that I can say 
is that an attempt was made to search them, but they would not allow 
the search to be made and would not allow anybody to enter Their ward, 
So, the female warders could not search. Then there was a surprise search 
by the police because it was necessary to have their belongings searched in 
consequence of certain information that was received. Although nothing 
suspicious was found, the search had to be made and as the warders and the 
jail authorities had failed, the police had to come and they made a surprise 
search, but they made no personal search. It was .only their belongings 
that were searched. 


The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 
Es. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 
Rs. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and a division called, with the following result: — 


Banerjl, Mr. P. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Dolui, Mr. Harandra Nath. 
Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 
Mukharjea, Mr. B. 


AYES — 12. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 
Sen-Gupta, Mrs. Nallla. 

Sinha, 8ri)ut Manlndra Bhusan. 
Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 


NOES — W. 


Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Kadar, Mr. (alias Lai Maah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymanslngh). 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 


Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Aminullah, Khan 8ahib Maulvi. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 
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Barman, Babu 8Hyama Praaad. 

Barman, the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra 
Nath. 

Basu, the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar. 
Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 
Chippendale, Mr. «l. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvl. 
Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Alhadj. 
Habibuilah, the Hon’ble Nawab Baha- 
dur K., of Daooa. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvl Md. 

Hashem Ali Khan, the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib 
Maulvi. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kablruddln Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Lahlrl, Babu Ashutosh. 

The Ayes being 12, and the Noes 
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McPhereen, Mr. G. P. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandat, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadl, Maulana 
Md. 

Maqbut Hosaln, Mr. 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvl Md. 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Syed. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramizuddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Kshlrod Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Skipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Smyth-Osboume, Mr. D. G. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Wallur Rahman, Maulvl. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

88, the motion was lost. 


The motion ot Mr. Serajul Islam that the demand of Iis. 2,71,63,000 for 
expenditure under the head “29-r-Police” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Kazi Abul Masud that the demand of 
Rs. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 2,71,63,000 for 
expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. 2,71,63,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq that a sum of 
Rs. 2,71,63,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-48 p.m. till 3-15 p.m. on Friday, 
tbe 26th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
26th March, 1946, at 6-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syfd Nafshkr Ali) in the Chair, 5 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Number of Muslims dealt with under the Defence of India Rules. 

*216. Khan Sahib MOFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge ol the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(»/) the number of Muslims arrested, interned and externed under the 
provisions of the Defence of India Rules in Bengal since the 
• assumption of office by the present Ministry; 

(b) the number of them that are — 

(1) students, and 

(2) Alims; and 

(c) their numbeis referred to in (a) district by district? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): A statement is laid on the l.ihraiy Table. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With refeieuce to the statement 
laid on the Library Table showing that five students have been detained 
under the Defence of India Rules, will the Hon 'He Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that these students were detained because of some 
interna] disturbances that occuired in the college and not for any political 
activities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The leason in each case was 
given on t lie order that had been passed. 

Distribution of kerosene oil in Bongaon subdivision. 

*217. Maulvi SERAJUL I8LAM : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Subdivision^ Officer, Bongaon, district Jessore, made it a rule to dis- 
tribute kerosene through the Home Guard Captains? 

(h) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be .pleased to state — 

(?) the reason thereof; and 

(«) whether this rule is being followed elsewhere? 
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Th# Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No. 

( b ) (i) Dws not arise. 

(ii) Government have no information. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of information. Sir. This 
question has been answered bv the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home 
Department. Is lie conversant with all the details? “Supply of kerosene 1 ' 
does not concern his department. He says “Government have no informa- 
tion' 1 . Has he got information in all matters connected with the supply of 
keiosene ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the allegation was that the 
distribution has been made through Home Guards. Therefore we took up 
an enquiiy, and 1 have given the answer. 

Alleged lapsing of an amount meant for giving loans to the riot-affected 
people of Narayanganj subdivision. 

*218. Mr. A8HUTG8H LAHIRY: ( a \ Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge o i the He venue Department be pleased to state whether an amount 
totalling over a lakh of rupees paid for distribution as a gratuitous relief, 
taluk dart, loan, business loan, etc., amongst Hindu sufferers of the riot- 
affected areas in the Narayanganj subdivision lapsed on the 1st April, 1942? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(/) who is responsible for this; and 

(//) whether any action has been taken against him? 

(c) If no action has Iveen taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason therefor y 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blfr 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) No allotment for distribution as gratui- 
tous relief was allowed to lapse. On the other hand a further amount of 
Rs. 25,751 was sanctioned for disbursement before the -list March, 1942, 
which raised the total grant to Its. 1,45,751. A grant of Rs. 0(1,500 and 
of Rs. 58,440 for distribution as Tnhtkdan Loan and Traders’ Loan 
respectively was surrendered as the amounts could not be spent before the 
close of the financial year 1941-42. Rupees 88.814 and Rs. 98,440 was, 
however, reallotted and actually distributed as Talukdan Loan and Traders'’ 
Loan respectively in the beginning of the current year. 

(b) and (r) Do not arise. 

Mr. A$HUT08H LAHIRY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the reason why money was surrendered and could not be spent 
by Government by the 51 st March, 1942, was due to the tact that the Circle 
Officer in charge of distribution of these loans reported that no relief was 
necessary ? 
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The Hon’blS Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no informa- 
tion on the point. Ah I have stated here, the amount which wan surrendered 
was reallotted. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRY: Will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Circle Officer reported to the Additional District Magistrate 
that no relief was necessary and he did not think it necessary to distribute 
any money for the purpose of giving loans? Has he got any definite informa- 
tion about the matter? 

The Mon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no informa- 
tion about this matter. 

Relief to agriculturists of some thanas in Nator subdivision. 

*219. Kazi ABUL MA8UD: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department aware that due to heavy frost there was a 
considerable damage of crops of the agriculturists living within — 

(1) Majhgaon, (2) Joari Unions of Baraigram thana, and 

(з) Duari Union of Lalpur thana within Nator subdivision during last 

year ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state — 

(/) what amount of agricultural loan and gratuitous relief has been 
granted to the affected people; and 

(и) the number of people that have received such loan? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 whether any amount was recommended by the Supply Officer of 
Nator; and 

(//) if so, whether any effect has been given to these recommendations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: ( a ) A hailstorm 
fbut not frost caused damage to the crops. 

(b) A sum of Rs. 3,5fi8 was distributed as agricultural loans amongst 
303 persons. 

(c) The Supply Officer recommended a sum of Rs.30,00<) but as detailed 
•enquiry showed that his report was highly exaggerated, a smaller amount 
was advanced. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is 
greater demand from the local people for more agricultural loan and the 
amount distributed was quite inadequate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Adequacy or 
inadequacy of the grant depends on the reports of the local officers. 

KftZl ABUL MASUD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Supply 
Officer went to the spot then and there just after the occurrence of the 
incident, made a local enquiry and submitted a report? 
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Tto Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid, I do 
not possess that information. 

KAZI ABUL MA8UD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is meant by “detailed enquiry”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: By “detailed 
enquiry” I meant enquiry through the Collector of the district. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased 
to state what action was taken against the Supply Officer who submitted a 
false report thereby causing a loss to Government to the extent of Rs. tid.OUO? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: There was no loss 
to the Government. 

KAZI ABUL MA8UD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the District Officer himself went to the spot and made a local 
enquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That information 
does not appear from the record in my possession, but he made an enquiry 
and submitted a report. 

. Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is the practice that the Supply Officer would distribute the agricultural loan 
or it is a new practice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Supply Officer 
probably makes his recommendations to the Collector. The whole thing 
depends upon the recommendations of the Collector. In fact, the grant is 
made by the Provincial Government on the recommendation of the District 
Officer. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he intends to take any action against the Supply Officer for 
such an irresponsible report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is a request 
for action. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any gratuitous relief was advanced to the affected people there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, the amount 
actually sanctioned was Rs. 75,000. The Collector reported that the Supply 
Officer recommended a sum of Rs. 30,000, but the detailed enquiry by the 
Collector showed that ■ the Supply Officer’s report was exaggerated. 
Gratuitous loans have not been separately shown. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
who conducted the detailed enquiry? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: That is not stated 
here. The letter of the Collector is in these words, “On receipt of further 
information from the Suhdivisional Officer, it appears that out of the allot- 
ment of Rs. 5, (1(10 Rs. -‘1,560 was actually distributed to 303 persons.” That 
is the information. 

Distress in cyclone-affected parts of Midnapore district and realisation of 

revenue. 

•220. Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(/.) that serious damage has been caused by cyclone in Midnapore 
district, last year; and 

(If) that acute distress prevails in the district? 

(It) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of suspending the realisation of revenue from 
the people of the affected area till next year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Yes, in parts 
of the district. 

(h) The matter is under examination. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government have received a petition from Mr. Harekrishna Das, 
formerly Head Pundit of Kanaidihi Middle English School of village Benia- 
gaehi, t liana Coutai, district Midnapore, requesting for agricultural loan 
and suspension of realisation of rent and for relief? The application was 
dated 15th December, 1942, which was addressed to the Governor of Bengal 
and the Chief Relief Commissioner, Mr. B. R. Sen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as I am 

concerned, I did not receive any such application; but if the information 
supplied hy mv honourable friend is accurate, then the Additional (Relief) 
Commissioner must have ieeeived the application. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What action has been taken on that 
application ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot say wlitR 
action has been taken on this particular application, but as I stated before 
the House more than once, a very large sum of money has been spent on the 
two items mentioned hy my honourable friend. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that up to the oth March, 
194d, although the application was dated the 15th December, 1942, and 
although promises were held out by the Suhdivisional Officer of Contni that 
loans would be given, no loan w’as given to this party? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot say that 
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SrijUt MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if the question of suspension of realisation of revenue has 
got the approval of the local officers or the Divisional Commissioner ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Well, it has 
certainly my sympathy. The question, unfortunately, has been framed in 
a manner which has compelled me to answer in a particular manner. The 
question is “from the peojde of the affected area till next year”. That is the 
term. 

Staying of certificate proceedings in oertain cyclone-affected parts of 
Midnapore district. 

*221. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MANDAL: (??) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department awaie of the fact that after the last 
cyclone on the ICtli October, 1942, certificate proceedings were started at the 
instance of the Klmsmahal and Court of Wards against their tenants of the 
cyclone-affected areas in Contai, Tamluk and Sadar subdivisions ot the 
Midnapore district ? 

(h) Tf the answer to o?) is in the afhrmatixe, will tin* lb n’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whethci the proceeding* — 

(?) are being carried out ; and 

( //) have been kept pending and not withdrawn? 

The HciTble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (<i) No certificate 
was filed m Sadar and Contai klmsmalmL lint only a few certificates were 
filed in Tamluk klmsmahal and Contai Court of Wards in order to save 
limitation. 

(b) (?) No. 

(??) All proceedings have been stayed. 


Office staff of Land Acquisition Collector, Calcutta. 

*222. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (?/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement with 
legard to the office of the Land Acquisition Collector, Calcutta, showing — 

(?) the present numlver of employees in the said office; 

(ii) the number of them that are in the — 

(1) Upper Division, 

(2) Lower Division, 

(3) Process Service, and 

(4) other employment ; and 
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(Hi) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, and 

(4) others? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: A statement is lab 
on the Table. 

Statement referred to m reply to starred question No. 222. 

( i ) Present number of employees in the 79 (including temporary establish- 
office of the Land Acquisition ment). 

Collector, Calcutta. 


(it) The number of them that are in the — 


(1) Upper Division 


17 

(2) Lower Division 


21 

(3) Process Service 


16 

(4) Other employment 

•• 

26 



79 

(in) The number of them that are — 


(1) Muslims 


31 

(2) Caste Hindus 


44 

(3) Scheduled Castes 

(4) Others 


4 



79 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: 

With 

reference to answer uOO/), will 

the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 

state how many Muslims there are in the 

Upper Division and in the Lower 

Division separately? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA 

NATH 

BANERilEE. The position is 

this : I make the position clear — 



The position of comunal ratio 
March, 1939, when the rules 
came into force. 

in 

The present position. 

Clerical staff 


Clerical staff 

(Upper and Lower). 


(Upper and Lower). 

Caste Hindus 

20 

19 

Muslims 

12 

16 

Scheduled Castes 

1 

3 

Process Service. 


Process Service. 

Caste Hindus 

7 

8 

Muslims 

3 

7 

Scheduled Castes 

0 

1 
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Other employments. Other employments. 

Caste Hindus ... 17 

Muslims ... 8 

Scheduled Castes . . 0 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Bengal Service Recruitment Rules are applicable in 
the appointment of these officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE ! The Commumif 
Ratio Rules are, ot course, applicable, but these rules have (*.\o limitations: 
they have no retrospective operation and, secondly, they do not apply t<v 
cases ot promotion. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for the paucity of Scheduled Caste officers in this, 
depaiment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: There is no 
paucity. If the honourable member will be good enough to follow the 
answer which I have given to the honourable member orevious, lie will find 
that there is no such paucity if new appoint merit a subsequent to March, 19‘t9, 
are taken into consideration. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: Sir, I do not. mean the number after 
the introduction of the Communal Ratio Rules. The number which has 
been given as 79 may perhaps he all right. But I desire to know from the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge why out of tliis % total number of 79 only 4 posts 
have been given to Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The total number 
of 79 will not govern the position. The position is as I have indicated just 
now' with reference to the applicability of the Communal Ratio Rules and 
the nature of its prospective application. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: Sir, mv question is: 79 officers w r ere 
appointed in this department, hut only 4 officers were taken from the 
Scheduled Castes. Now', what are the reasons for this paucity of Scheduled 
Caste officers in this department? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has already answered that. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer («)(in), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he will reserve the future 
posts for the Muslims till the communal ratio is reached? 

The Hdn’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: There cannot be 
any general assurance to that effect. But although it is a request for action, 

I shall certainly see that the Communal Ratio Rules are strictly observed in 
the matter of future appointments. 
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Babtl MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that before the introduction of the Communal 
'Ratio Rules the cases of the Scheduled Castes were totally neglected by this 
♦department ? 

The Horfble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot answer 
•that question. 

M&ulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the » umber of temporary employments in the figure 79 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have given the 
number, but the number of temporary appointments is not separately shown 
in these records. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Honble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these ‘11 Muslims, referred to in answer ( a)(un , are in 
the Upper Division? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The number of 
Muslims that are in the Upper Division is not shown separately. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: In the Lower Division P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have gi\en the 
figures. Out of 79 — Upper Division 17 and Lower Division 21; Process 
‘.Service 16 and other employments 2">. Out of these, Muslims ale -“51, Caste 
Hindus 44 and Scheduled Castes 4. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZt A\ ill the llon ble ‘Minister be pleased to 
state 4 whether it is a tact that Muslims are generally in greater number in 
the lower service of this department P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This is too vague 
a question to answer. 

Supply of seeds on loan to the distressed people of certain parts of Tippera 

district. 

•223. Khan Sahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (, f > Will the Hon’ble 
M inister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that an acute distress is prevailing in police-stations Buriehong, 
Debidwar and Muradnagar in the district of Tippera owing to failure of 
crops due to breaches in the Gumti embankment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what 'actions, if any, he intends to take to improve 
the conditio* of the crops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Some distress 
prevails on account of damage done to crops in areas near the points where 
the embankment was breached. 
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(b) Agricultural loans of rabi seeds as well as “ Soivai ” loans of paddy 
seeds have been distributed in the affected areas. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the amount of paddy seeds distributed in the affected areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not pit the 

figures with me. The subject matter of the question relates to the Agri- 
culture Department. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether there is any distress for want of paddy in the areas overfiooded by 
the rivers Meghna and Padma ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shahedali, that question does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has stated that distress 
prevails on account of damage done to crops iu areas near the points where 
the Gumti embankment was breached. Now my question is whether there 
v as any failure of crop m the affected areas in the district of Tippera over- 
flooded by the rivers Meghna and Padma. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Here the question 
is about the Gumti embankment, and this is quite a different question which 
I am unable to answer. 

Statistics of foodstuffs in Bengal and control of price. 

*224. Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: („) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government have any statistics of the foodstuff of the Province 
for the current year? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state t lie amount of tlieir present stocks? 

(r) If the answer to (ft) is in the negative, will the Ilon’lde Minister he 
pleased to state under what basis do the Government control the prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (tt) There is no 
suitable administrative maeliffiery with the help of which preci.se informa- 
tion as to stocks of foodstuff's in the Province can be collected. A rough 
estimate of the principal food crop> can, however, be prepared through the 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 

(b) This is a question which I am unable to answer. 

(c) The, general policy of Government has been to control food supply. 
The reasons for this comparative non-success seem to have appeared from 
•the first half of October with series of events beginning with the loss of 
Burma and culminating in a poor crop this year, the situation after the air- 
raids *in Calcutta, and the stoppage of trade from other provinces and the 
42 
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flow of large scale purchases. Government are now determined to show by 
practical measures on a very large scale how their method can be effectively 
applied. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if foodstuffs are still being exported from this province to 
other provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have been assured 
that this is not so. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: With reference to answer (a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether lie is aware that the estimates of probable 
foodstuffs obtained through the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, are very 
unrealiable, and, if so, do the Government propose to set up any suitable 
administrative machinery to deal with these statistics? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not made 
a personal enquiry as to whether the statistics collected through the Agri- 
culture Department are accurate or inaccurate, but since we are faced with 
an unprecedented situation my view is — and that view will be immediately 
put into execution — that a bureau of statistics should he made available to 
Government for the purpose of collecting this class of information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the TTonTde Minister be pleaded 
to state what action has been taken on the assurance given in this House 
last year and also on the amount which was provided in last \ ear's budget 
which was proposed to be spent in the current jear lor meeting the 
expenditure in connection with collection of statistics legarding agricultural 
products of this province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 do not kmm . 

My honourable friend might address the question to the Minister in chaige 
of Agriculture. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADR: "Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he considers the desirability of taking a census of the stock of paddy 
and rice in the district of Chittagong lying with the agriculturists and 

merchants, through the agency of union boards? 

9 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This is a suggestion 
which I have been considering, and it is a suggestion which will certainly 
be borne in mind. But whether it will be done through the agency of the 
union boards as suggested by the honourable member is a different question. 

BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether an assurance was given by Government that the stock of 
rice and paddy available in Bengal together with the stocks lying with agri- 
culturists and merchants are enough to meet our requirements and that there- 
fore there is no need for apprehension? 
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Tilt Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: This is too 
hypothetical a question which I am unable to answer. 

Mr. QHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether from the trend of the answers just given in this House are 
we to understand that the Directorate of Civil Supplies worked so long with- 
out any statistics or data whatsoever before them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 
friend’s speculative question is not one which is supported by facts. The 
Directorate had certainly worked upon certain figures. Now, those figures 
have been challenged, and obvious suggestions have been made for the 
purpose of a better collection of statistics, namely, through the creation of an 
Information Bureau. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he has got any information to the effect that there is stock 
of rice in the Chittagong town ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the fact that the Jlon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department gave an assurance to the 
House in reply to a question of mine that the statistics of food crops will he 
made available to the House within the course of a week and now that the 
stipulated time limit lias expired, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the statistics will be made available to the House P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am unable to 
answer that question. If any assurance was given by the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of Agriculture, the question may Ik* put to him. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: In view of the answer given by the 
Minister of Agriculture that Bakarganj is a surplus district, will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of Food be pleased to state whether any statistics have 
been collected to show that the district of Bakarganj is a surplus area as a 
result of the present year’s crop? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot answer 
that question offhand. I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: A V ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consult his colleague, the Minister in charge of Agriculture, and give a 
reply to my question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This is a request 
for action. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is considering the desirability of employing the whole adminis- 
trative machinery of Government including the Home Department to ascer- 
tain the real position? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall certainly 
consider the desirability of taking the step suggested. But this is a matter 

more or less for the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 

,? 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is still declaring Bakarganj as a surplus district in 
spite of the present deficit position of the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That question has 
already been answered. 

8ales Tax. 

•225. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Finance Department aware of t lie fact — 

(i) that most of the shopkeepers and small merchants dealing in taxable 
articles, realise sales taxes from the customers; and 
(ii) that a large number of such shopkeepers and merchants do not pay 
the sales tax to the Government owing to shortage of their out- 
turn ? " 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(b) No action is called for. The honourable member is referred to the 
Press Note, dated 14th November, 1941, a copy of which is laid on the 
Libraiy Table. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the press note quoted the tax has been described 
as an one point tax, that is to say. to be levied only at one stage from the 
producer right up to the consumer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is so 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that because of the absence of suitable legislative 
provision in the Act and rules made thereunder, the tax is being levied now 
at more points than' one because in the body of the Act there is nothing 
mentioned about the one point character of the tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is nothing in the body 
of the Act, hut we stated that in the notification to which I have referred. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware of the fact that the tax is being realised at (more 
points than one, because in the body of the Act itself there is no such 
provision which the administrative officers can rely on to prevent taxation 
at more points than one? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, this is a possibility, and 
it can only be remedied by proper legislation. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is aware that in cases where from a registered dealer 
the commodity passes to an unregistered dealer and then goes back again 
to a registered dealer for further distribution to an unregistered dealer or a 
registered dealer, the tax is levied both by the first registered dealer as 
well as at the last stage? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not necessarily, but it is 
possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government is considering the desirability of having tilie 
question examined and issuing necessary instructions to the department to 
see that the intention of the law is actually carried out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I point out that the 
summary of the press note comes to Ibis: that an unregistered dealer who 
is not to pay any tax to the Government pays tax to the registered dealer 
at the time when lie purchases his stock from the registered dealer. lie 
has to reimburse himself by increasing bis sales price by adding the amount 
paid by him as sales tax. So the contingency winch my honourable friend 
•mentions is possible. As regards whether action should be taken or not, I 
shall certainly consider. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the press statement, a copy of 
which has been laid on the library table, it is stated that the receipts from 
the sales tax will be utilised tor nation-building purposes. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if this is being strietly followed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the whole money goes to 
the common pool. There is nothing, 1 think, earmarked. But I think 
attempts are made to utilise the tax for expenses in nation-building 
departments. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Commercial Tax Department is not facili- 
tating larger number of registration of registered dealers as that may lead 
to some loss of Government revenue, because in the ease of unregistered 
dealers the tax is calculated not only on the prime cost of the commodity 
but al so the prime cost pins f lie commission and other supplementary 
additions that may be made by the unregistered dealer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information, but I 
will look into the question. 

Nomination to Union Boards in Rangpur district and recommendations of 
members of Legislature. 

*226. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) AY ill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether 



660 


QUESTIONS. 


[26th Mail, 


it is a fact that instructions have been issued to the District Magistrates to 
give utmost consideration to the recommendations of the members of the 
Legislative bodies as regards the nomination to the Union Boards in their 
respective constituencies? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether the instruction has been observed in the district 
-of Rangpur? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 8antosh Kumar Basu): (o) Yes. 

(b) It is reported by the District Magistrate, Rangpur, that the recom- 
mendations received from the members of the Provincial Legislature were 
duly considered before appointing members to the Union Boards of the 
district. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the suggestions from members of the 
Opposition were not accepted by the District Magistrate — not a single 
suggestion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I have no information. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that in spite of all these circulars and re-circulars by Government, the 
District Officer is very much reluctant to have recommendations of the 
members of the Legislature considered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I cannot answer a 
general question of that character. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Practice shooting in the Sonarpur thana. 

67. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKER: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of a practice shooting in the evacuated 
area in Sonarpur thana, 24-Parganas, under Garia Evacuation Scheme? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether any person 
has been killed as a result of the said practice shooting recently outside the 
evacuation area ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken by the Government to 
prevent the recurrence of the same? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(6) During practice on the 24th January, 1943, two women were killed. 

(c) Measures which I do not consider it expedient to specify have been 
taken by the armed forces concerned to indicate the area within which firing 
is to be confined in such a manner as to minimise the risk of such accidents. 
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Ratal NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the H.m’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any compensations were paid to the relatives of or heirs to the 
two women who were killed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, in many cases 
compensations have been paid. About this particular case I am not sure. 
If they have not been paid, they will be paid. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (M, will the 
Hon ble Minister be pleased to tell the House if the two women were killed 
outside the evacuated area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this practice shooting means shooting- at will or target 
practice ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T have no idea as to what 
that kind of practice is, so I cannot answer. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state ’whether sufficient precautionary measures were taken from the 
beginning of the shooting? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One of these cases came up 
before the court and there it was found that there was negligence. As 
regards the Sonarpur case, I am not certain about it because the papers are 
not with me. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what amounts of compensation were paid to the family of 
the persons killed and on what basis they were calculated? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He li as answered that he does not know whether any 
compensation was paid or not. Therefore that question does not arise. 

Trial of a European soldier for shooting dead one Manindra Chandra Das. 

68. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of the tact — 

(?) that one Manindra Chandra l)as of Budhair, police-station Buriehang, 
district Tippera, was shot dead by a European soldier at Maina- 
mati, district Tippera; 

(?7) that the inquiring Magistrate discharged the soldier; and 

(m) that the District and Sessions Judge of Tippera when moved in the 
matter directed that the soldier be committed to the Court of 
Sessions for trial? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
1>© pleased to state whether the soldier has been tried in a Sessions Court in 
accordance with the direction? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in t he negative, will "the Hon’blc Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(d) Do the Government propose to take any step for his trial in a Sessions 
Court ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) The case is already in the file of the Sessions Judge, but 
owing to the absence on active service at the front of the principal military 
prosecution witnesses, it has not been possible to present the whole evidence 
in court and the trial has been consequently delayed. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state the date on which the District and Sessions Judge, Tippera, 
directed the accused to be committed to the Court of Sessions for trial? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The date does not appear 
here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state where is the accused now, whether the accused was placed under 
arrest and kept under police custody or jail custody? The answer is that 
delay lias taken place because the principal military prosecution witnesses 
art' not available. Hut what about the accused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I wish to add that the. case 
was in the file of the Sessions Judge but owing to the absence on active 
service at the front of the principal military prosecution witnesses 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is about the prosecution witnes- 
ses. What about the accused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to have notice. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the accused was caught redhanded? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The facts are that on the 
16th June, 1942, at about 10 a. in., Manindra Chandra Das went to 
Company mess in the military camp at Moinamati to sell ducks and fruits. 
A European soldier named Burns purchased three ducks from him and paid 
Re. 1. Manindra demanded Its. 2 from this officer as the price of three 
ducks. An altercation followed in the course of which this Burns shot 
Manindra. Manindra died as a result of gun-shot instantaneously. The 
magisterial enquiry revealed a pnma facie case of causing death by a 
Tash and negligent act not amounting to murder. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the accused confessed his guilt before the Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It does not appear from the 
papers. I want notice. 



1943.] 


QUESTIONS. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether his arrest was on a bailable or a non-bailable 
warrant ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He was arrested and then 
might have been taken to court. I cannot say whether lie was arrested on 
a bailable or non-bailable warrant. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the Double Minister be 
pleased to state the date on which the accused was Vonnnitted to the Court 
of Session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That I cannot say. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state the date on which the order was passed directing the accused to 
be committed to the Court of Session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will give all these details, 
but I want notice. 

Mr, ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Double Minister please 
make an* enquiry and let ib know whether the accused coniessed his guilt 
to his superior officer or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Agricultural officers in Rajshahi district. 

69. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) W ill the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state with respect 
to Itajshahi district — 

(/) the present number ot agricultural officers in different grades; and 

(//) tlieir respective duties. 

{b ) W T ill the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what suggestions, if 
any, they have made for agricultural improvement in the district? 

(c) If the answer to { b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan): (a) (/) Staff— 

A. Subordinate Agricultuial Service, Class I (Its. 125 — 250) — 

(1) Superintendent, Itajshahi Farm. 

(2) District Agricultural Officer, Naogann. 

B . One Overseer in the grade of Its. 50 — 80 and one Agricultural 
Demonstrator in the grade of Its. 25 — 50 ported at Itajshahi Farm. 

C. Nine Agricultural Demonstrators in the grade of Its. 25 — 50 posted 
in rural areas. 
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D. There are certain other temporary staff employed in the district 
under different schemes, such as Indian Central Jute Committee scheme, 
“Grow More Food” scheme and Rice Development scheme. 

(it) Duties — 4 

Superintendent of Rajshahi Farm.— Re is in charge of the Rajshahi 
harm and the demonstration and propaganda work in the Sadar subdivision. 

District Agricultural Officer, Saogaon .— He is in charge of the demon- 
stration and propaganda work in the Natore and Naogaon subdivisions. 

Overseer and Agricultural Demonstrator posted at Rajshahi Farm . — 
They help the harm Superintendent in carrying out the various experiments 
in the farm under instructions of the different Expert Officeis of 5 he 
depaitmeut and in general cultivation for demonstration, seed multiplication 
and on economic basis,. 


Agricultural Demonstrators for rural areas . — One Agricultural Demon- 
strator is in charge ol the office of the District Agi'ri.liuial Officer, 
Naoguon, and two demonstration centres in that subdivision. The remaining 
eight Agricultural Demonstrators are in charge of one Union Board Farm and 
three demonstration centres each. 

Other temporary staff .— They do the respective duties allotted to them 
under the different temporary schemes. 

(h) and ( c ) The Superintendent, Rajshahi Farm, and the District 
Agricultural Officer, Naogaon, have to super\ isc works ot the Overseers 
and Agricultural Demonstrators mentioned above in their district works 
in the I nion Board Farms and demonstration centres where besides 
demonstration and cultivation oil improved method with recommended 
seeds, manures and implements and seed multiplication, demonstration of 
making silage, aitificial farm yard manure and water-hyacinth compost 
are also conducted. The District Agricultural Officers are also responsible 
for the purchase, distribution and realisation of seeds under the increased 
Food Production Scheme. 

The work of the district staff on account of increased Food Production 
and various other schemes, mentioned before, has increased so much that 
it, being no better than a skeleton staff, cannot engage it self to such 
extensive district propaganda work for improvement ot agriculture which 
it otherwise could have done. 

Tn their respective spheres of work, the district staff, however, does a 
lot of propaganda work by public lectures, practical demonstrations, etc., 
for agricultural improvement. 


Purchase of rice in “Denial Areas”. 

70. Mf. I8WAR DAS JALAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(a) who were the Agents appointed by Government to purchase and 
collect rice and paddy from “Denial Areas” in 1042; 
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( b ) what were the terms and conditions of their appointment; 

(c) how was the selection of the Agents made; 

( d ) what were the reasons for the purchase and removal of the rice and 

paddy from the “Denial Areas’’; 

( e ) what were the total quantities of rice and paddy purchased by each 

Agent, district by district; 

(/) what were the total quantities of such purchases by each Agent 
removed outside the “Denial Areas”; 

(<j) at what average price or prices were the respective quantities of 
rice and paddy purchased by each Agent; 

(h) how have the respective quantities of these purchases been disposed 
of; 

(/) who are the juarties to whom the rice and paddy or any part of the 
same sold out and what are the resjwctive quantities and average 
prices at which they were sold to each ; and 

(;) what quantities, if any, of the “Denial” rice or paddy were exported 
out to the Province or sold for the purpose of such export? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of the 
.Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (o) (1) 

Mr. Mirza Ali Akhar, (2) Mr. Ahmed Khan, (3) Mr. II. Datta, (4) Mr. A. 
llhajttacharya, and (o) Messrs. B. Iv. Podder & Co. 

(b) An agreement was executed between the Governor of the Province 
in one part and the respective Agents on the other, wherein the terms and 
conditions have been stipulated. The broad features of the scheme were as 
follows : — 

(1) Pice should be purchased up to the quantity indicated from the 

district, care being taken to leave food sufficient for a period of 
12 months. 

(2) Purchases will he effected within the limit of the price fixed by 

the Government. 

(3) Rice and paddy as purchased will be transported and stored in the 

districts further north and north-west Kajshahi, Murshidabad, 
etc. 

(4) Government will advance necessary funds. Commission of 4 as. 

per maund of rice or paddy purchased will be payable as expense 
of management to the Agent. 

(c) Mr. .Mirza Ali Akhar was at first selected as the sole Agent in respect 
of the scheme. Later it was decided to take in some more Agents to speed 
up the operation. The other four Agents were selected from some 40 
applicants who appeared for interview in response to an advertisement pub- 
lished on the 1st May, 1942. 
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(d) It was decided to remove surplus foodstuffs from the coastal districts 
of the Province. The intention was to remove the surplus to safer and deficit 
areas as far as possible. 





Rice. 

Paddy. 

(e) 1. Mirza Ali Akbar — 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Midnapore 



160,242 

3,533 

Bakarganj 



105,604 

6,918 

Khulna 



8,444 

37,470 




274,290 

47,921 

2. H. Datta — 





Khulna 



16,309 

385,220 

3. A. Bhattacharya — 
Khulna 



26,500 

63,501 

4. B. K. Podder — 





Bakarganj 



79,357 

16,280 

5. Ahmed Khan — 





Bakarganj* 



82,229 

32,010 

(/) All the purchases on 
removed outside the denial 

Government 
areas before 

account by 
the Central 

the Agents were 
Government Scheme 

was wound up. 





( g ) Average rates per rnaund — 

Rice. 

Paddy. 



Rs. 

a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Mirza Ali Akbar 


5 

7 0 

3 6 0 

Ahmed Khan 


G 

4 0 

4 0 4 

H. Datta 


5 

11 10 

3 10 5 

B. K. Podder 


G 

4 1 

3 15 7 

A. Bhattacharya 


5 

15 0 

3 11 10 


(h) Based on orders of Government, permit orders were issued by the 
.Controller of Civil Supplies, Calcutta Area. Delivery orders were issued to 
the respective Agents and parties were accordingly informed to take delivery 
from the Agents. In some cases, supplies were made to Industrial Concerns 
under order of the Special Officer, Rice (The Hon. Somerset Butler). 

In the mufassal permits were issued by the District Magistrate. 

(i) A statement is laid on the Table. The statement gives the position 
as legards Denial rice as it stood on the 24th December, 1942. Since then 
further large quantities have been disposed of — all within this Province — 
mostly through Calcutta shops and Calcutfa markets. 

(;') Ceylon Government — 68,750 maunds of rice. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (i) of unstarred question IV o. 70. 



Rice. 

Average 

price. 

Paddy. 

Average 

price. 


Mds. 

Rs. a. p. 

Mds. 

Rs. a. 

Induct rial area 

88,136 

7 10 0 



Essential utilities 

2,400 

8 3 0 



Calcutta Corporation 

4,716 

7 4 0 



Army 

2,634 

11 0 0 



Ceylon Government 

68,750 

10 8 0 



Calcutta shops 

68,600 

6 14 0 



Calcutta market 



15,180 

5 6 

Cyclone Relief 

52,761 

9 (^6 

44.050 

5 9 

District Magistrate, Howrah 

27,500 

7 4 0 

5,846 

5 9 

Director of Vi\il Supplies 

57,000 




Other East Bengal Districts 

86,848 

4 14 0 

31,800 

96,876 

5 9 

Balance (Air Raid Reserves) 

Dedvct rice milled from paddy 

100,000 

559,345 

-83,345 

470,000 


160,124 

257,000 

Add 

paddy 

milled. 


Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYALl With reference to answer (a) (1) 
regarding selection of Mirza Ali Akhar, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state who selected that party at first as a sole agent in respect of the 
scheme? It appears that regarding* other agents a sort of advertisement 
and interview were gone into, but with regard to the first party nothing is 
mentioned. I would like to know* who actually made the selection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that there was an assurance given that these 
details would be given. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: T am prepared to 
give details. I have this vetted by the present Director of Civil Supplies. 
Mr. Mirza Ali Akbar was accepted as an agent by me. (Babu N\gendka 
Nath Sen : When please ?) In early April when there was imminent 
danger of Japanese attack on Bengal 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The Hon’ble 
Minister started by saying that he got a note from the Director of Civil 
Supplies, which he is reading out. But so far as the date April is 
concerned, I presume the Hon’ble Minister know*s that there was no 
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Director of Civil Supplies on that date. Who is this “I” referred to? Is 
he Mr. L. G. Pinnell or somebody else? At that time Mr. Pinnell was 
not there as the Director of Civil Supplies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is dated the 
25th March. I cannot decipher the signature, but I am giving the facts. 
I am told that he was appointed by Mr. Kirpalani. Early in April when 
there was imminent danger of the Japanese attack on Bengal, it was 
decided at the instance of the military authorities that surplus foodstuffs 
should be removed from the coastal districts of the province, but on a 
rough examination it appeared that the only surplus food was rice and that 
rice was surplus in three districts. Then there was a search for suitable 
agents, the criteria of suitability being (a) experience in the rice trade, (b) 
organisation to operate the scheme in the district, and (c) financial stability. 
Then, Sir, there was informal discussion with a number of parties by tele- 
phone or by personal interview. Among those parties may be mentioned 
the name of Shaw, Wallace & Co., Birla Brothers and some other parties. 
The net result of the contracts was that no party was agreeable to under- 
take the scheme to remove the surplus rice to safer districts. In the end 
Mr. Jspahani was called upon as the senior partner of Messrs. Ispahani & 
Co. and the scheme was put before him and he was asked whethei he would 
undertake to do the work. He refused it at first mentioning, in particular, 
that he belonged to a party which was for the time being in opposition to 
the party in power, and to undertake a Government scheme of this nature 
might be misunderstood. Then the position was explained to him that 
the Government of India were financing the scheme and that it was in the 
interests of this province that the surplus should be saved and not allowed 
to fall in the hands of the enemy. Eventually Mr. Ispahani agreed, but 
he stated that his company would not directly accept this scheme and that 
he would introduce a reliable agent who may be formally appointed as 
agent and that his firm would stand guarantee against any possible loss or 
fraud on his part. The principle accepted was that guarantee would be 
taken from all agents except when the party is sufficiently well known, in 
which case the necessity of a guarantee may be waived. The candidate 
who appeared in answer to the advertisement circulated in the Tress was 
interviewed by Mr. Somerset Butler. His final selection was approved 
apparently by Mr. Kirpalani. The final selection was shown to him. In 
fact, the other changes were made by the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Karim who 
was then in charge of the portfolio. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Mirza Ali Akbar satisfied that condition, namely, that an agent 
must have organisations all over the province? Did he satisfy all the 
requirements? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The guarantor 
was a very well-known firm, namely, Messrs. Ispahani & Co. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the selection that was made by the first person singular number 
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“I” was on his own responsibility or in consultation with the Council of 
Ministers or the Hon’ble Minister in charge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as 1 am 

aware, in the matter of these contracts the opinion of the Council of 
Ministers is not obtained, but if a contract is of such a nature as this it is 
obvious that the Hon’ble Minister is consulted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with regard to answer (b) (1), where it is stated, “Rice should be 
purchased up to the quantity indicated from the district, care being taken 
to leave food sufficient for a period of 12 months,” it in the present purchase 
from the district of Midnapore and Khulna this principle or this feature of 
the scheme was adhered to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The question of 
my honourable friend does not arise out of the main question. It refers to 
denial of rice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. One of the items in the 
scheme is stated here. I invite the Hoifble Minister's attention and ask 
him whether he has seen that under sub-paragraph (/) of paragraph (b) one 
of the conditions was that care should be taken to leave food sufficient for 
•a period of 12 months from the district of purchase. I want to know 
whether that stipulation was kept in the case of Midnapore and Khulna 
districts and, if not, may 1 know what action has been taken against the 
agent concerned for having violated the condition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have no infor- 
mation whether the agent concerned violated any condition. I take it that 
actions in the districts mentioned by my honourable friend were taken in 
pursuance of file terms of the contract. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the rates for the different agents were different because tin* average rate 
per maund, as shown in the case of Mirza Ali Akbar, i* the cheapest though 
the quantity supplied by him is the largest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The answer is in 
the affirmative. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the commission of four annas per maund of rice 
or paddy purchased was very high as compared to the usual commission 
allowable or earned in the market? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is too 
general a question. I am unable to answer it. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
these purchasers or contractors purchased rice from places like Jhalakati 
and Barisal Sadar which are not within the denial area, resulting in rice 
famine in the district? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I was not the 

Minister in charge at that time and the records do not help me in answering 
this question. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state on what dates Mr. Mirza Ali Akbar 
and the four other agents were selected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The dates are not 
here. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (cl), will 
the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that one of the 
avowed objects, as stated in the Press Note and through the announcement 
made before this House by Ilis Excellency, was to supply or make avail- 
able the surplus for deficit areas when there was need for such supply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: In order to 
enable me to answer this question completely, I must have notice. I have 
not seen all these notes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that by appointing other agents besides Mirza 
Ali Akbar Government had to incur more expenses under the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I cannot answer 
that question, but judging from the rates at page 5, no conclusion either 
way can be reached because purchases were made on different dates and 
from different markets. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: F rom the reply it appears that Messrs. 
M. A. IT. Ispahan] & Co. guaranteed the financial stability of Mr. Mirza 
Ali Akbar. Now, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government was satisfied as to the all-Bengal organisation of Mr. Ali 
Akbar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am sorry, I am 
unable to answer this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (h), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that supplies from 
out of this denial rice were not permitted to be given by the local District 
Magistrates within whose jurisdiction the quantity was stored? It is stated 
in the answer that “in the mufassal permits were issued by the District 
Magistrate.” This portion of the answer does not appear to be correct. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This is the 
answer I am giving. But if it is not correct, I shall make an enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to export for Ceylon 
Government of 68,750 maunds of rice, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
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to state on whose authority or on whose orders this quantity was exported 
out of the denial rice which, as is mentioned in (d), was meant for removal 
to safer and deficit areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says in 
answer ( d ), the intention was to remove the surplus to safer and deficit 
areas as far as possible’ , and to this answer a schedule is attached. From 
the schedule it appears that the Ceylon Government got 08,750 maunds of 
rice. Now, will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state whether Ceylon 
is considered to be a safer or a deficit area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That is a matter 
of opinion. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state for the satisfaction of the House what percentage of weight shortage 
arose on the purchases made by each of these agents? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: In order to 
enable me to answer this question I want notice. The information is not 
contained in the record before me. 

. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state 
what was the outturn of paddy purchased by each of the agents in terms of 
seers of paddy to seers of rice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall be glad to 

answer it if my friend will kindly give notice. 

Khwaja $ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this question Wy be held ovqr in 
view’ of the fact that it was arranged that all the details would be supplied 
on a particular date and that these two are very important matters of 
detail. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: These are no doubt matters of detail, but these could 
not have been foreseen. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is a very important material, 
Sir. 


Mr* SPEAKER: That will show’ the good quality or the bad quality 
of the paddy purchased. But it is very difficult to answer it offhand. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (h) ( 2 ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what price limits were fixed 
by Government as regards the purchase of paddy and rice? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not got 
the figures here. Obviously the reference is to the contract with the parties. 
But if my honourable friend insists on that information, I will certainly 
make that information available to him. 

43 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer ( b ) (4), .is 
it a fact that the commission of 4 annas per maund was supposed to 
include all the costs including the driage and shortage referred to by Sir 
NazimuddinP 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have got a copy 
of the contract, but on that particular matter the contract is silent. The 
original is not with me, nor is it in the office. I made enquiries about it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has been 
pleased to tell the House that it is a matter of opinion as to whether Ceylon 
is a safer or a deficit area. Now, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state which districts in the schedule except the cyclone-affected Midnapore 
are safer or deficit areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: When these 
purchases were made cyclone did not visit Midnapore. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question over. 

8hort-notice Question. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: May I draw your atten- 
tion, Sir, to the short-notice question of which I gave notice first on the 18th 
March and then again on the 23rd about the present situation in Chittagong 
due to scarcity of rice and paddy? Sir, although I gave notice so long ago 
no reply is forthcoming up till now. While Government have been sleep- 
ing over it, the people of Chittagong have been dying of starvation. 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You say that you gave notice first on the 18th and 
then again on the 23rd March of your short-notice question. It is not 
necessary to send notice twice. I understand that they have been sent to 
the department concerned, but no reply has been received yet. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will you not help us, Sir, 
in this matter of vital importance? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot compel the Minister concerned to give a 
reply specially if the Minister does not like to treat your question as a short- 
notice question. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, when people are 
starving and dying, the Ministers are not even caring to look into these 
matters. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: May I make a 
submission, Sir, that a short-notice question in order to be made admissible 
requires your permission and also the consent of the Minister in charge. 
So far as this short-notice question is concerned, it has not reached my 
hands yet and I can assure you, Sir, that as soon as it reaches my c hands 
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I will immediately take action. But I may tell my honourable friends at 
once that special steps have been taken by me for the purpose of giving 
relief to Chittagong. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I also submit that when the 
Hon’ble Minister will come forward to answer Sir Nazimuddin’s question, 
the Hon’ble Minister will be pleased to enlighten us about the difference 
between the prices of purchase and sale and what does happen with regard 
to the margin? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid my 
poor head will not be able to carry all that has been said by Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal. 


Conveyance allowance to the Assembly 8taff for late Sittings. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I humbly submit that on the 
last occasion when we sat till quarter past ten many of the office assistants, 
stenographers, menials and others had to remain in office till that hour. 
May I, on behalf of the House, submit to you, Sir, that you will be pleased 
to propejdy remunerate them for their tiffin and for their conveyance back 
home either by taxi or any other mode of conveyance available at that late 
hour? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think it is within my power to sanction that. 
I can only recommend to Govenment who is the sanctioning authority. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we on this side of the House support 
this suggestion of Dr. Sanyal. We think it is very reasonable and proper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thank you. I shall take the necessary steps. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of privilege, Sir. An 
Hon’ble Minister of Government who is entitled to sit in the well of this 
Chamber and participate in our deliberations has been defeated in the 
election. Sir, the news about the result of the election has been withheld 
by Government. It has not been allowed to be published in the Press. 
Sir, I want a ruling on this point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, you have made your statement 
before this House. This matter is not on the agenda, and it is certainly 
not a matter of privilege of this House. As far as I can see, this is a matter 
relating to the election of members to the Council and not to this House, 
and therefore the Council is the fittest place where this question of privilege 
can be raised. 

Apart from that, I do quite realise that it is a question of withholding 
the result of the election of certain members of the Legislature. I take it 
that in that light this is a matter that may be considered to be a matter of 
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privilege of this House also. Even then, I think there is a distinction 
between the two Houses and the right place in my opinion would be the 
Council. Moreover, the Council is now in session, and therefore it is the 
proper forum where some gentleman belonging to your party in the Council 
may raise that point. Here, I think, I am helpless. It is for Government 
to do the needful. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would not have raised this question on 
the floor of this House, because I know it refers to the election of the 
Council, were it not for the fact that the gentleman concerned is entitled 
to sit in the well of this Chamber and participate in our deliberations so 
long as he is a Minister of Government in charge of a certain department. 
Inasmuch as that gentleman is permitted to come here and is for all 
practical purposes except for voting as a member of this House, I feel that 
the publication of the result of his election is a matter which comes within 
the purview of this House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think you do not mean his election but quite the 
contrary. I understand he has been defeated. Therefore, your argument 
does not hold good. 

Applications for leave of absence. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
this Assembly do now permit Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee, representing the 
Rajshahi General Constituency, Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, represent- 
ing the Barraekpore Registered Factories and Colliery Labour Constituency, 
and Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, representing Jalpaiguri-cum- 
Siliguri General Constituency, to be absent from the meetings of the 
Assembly for the period from the 15th September, 1942, till the end of the 
present session for which they find that they are unable to attend the 
meetings of the Assembly. 

I beg also to move that this Assembly do permit Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundu, representing the Dina j pur General Constituency, to be absent for 
the period from the 21st September, 1942, till the end of the present 
session for which he finds that he is unable to attend the meetings of the 
Assembly. 

The motions were put and agreed to. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

63— Extraordinary charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU. Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,58,29,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordi- 
nary charges in India”. 
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Mtlllvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “6*3 — Extraordinary 
charges in India” ibe reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion on the agree- 
ment arrived at between the Central Government and this province regard- 
ing allocation of Civil Defence expenditure. 

In the first instance, Sir, I want to place before the House terms of the 
agreement that has been arrived at between the Central Government and the 
Government of this province. It has been divided into three categories, 
poolable, non-poolable and special. Poolable expenditure includes e>pen- 
diture on measures of Civil Defence relating to the public at large, c.o., 
directive organisations and staff, wardens service, etc. Non-poolable 
expenditure includes expenditure on Civil Defcuce measures undertaken 
by Government in regard to its own property or for its own employees and the 
third one — the special one — includes civil defence measures undertaken by 
the Calcutta Corporation, Civil Defence measures undertaken by the other 
local bodies of the province and miscellaneous items of Civil Defence. 

So far as non-poolable expenditure is concerned, the entire amount is to 
be borne by this Government. So far as the special one is concerned, in 
respect of the Calcutta Corporation 80 per cent, of the expenditure wUl be 
• borne by the Central Government. So far as the remaining two-thirds are 
concerned, it will be shared between the province and the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion but the proportion has not as yet been fixed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment. So far as the other local bodies, the municipalities in the mufassal 
and elsewhere are concerned, the proportion to he borne by those bodies has 
not as yet been ascertained. 

Now, so far as the expenditure on this account by this Government is 
concerned, we find that Rs. 1,28,89,000 has been provided in the revised 
as the share to be given by the Provincial Government and in the present 
year it is Rs. 1,13,78,000. So far as our own province is concerned, our 
revenue position is very precarious as will he evident from the finaneial 
statement that the Hon ble the Chief Minister and Finance Minister has 
given. Our revenue is deficit by Rs. 1 *53 crores and moreover we are in 
debt to the Central Government to the extent of Rs. 4 crores up to March, 
1943, and Rs. 4 - 75 crores up to March, 1944, and there is no other way of 
raising revenues. So the position of Bengal so far as revenue is concerned 
is extremely bad and the income from jute export duty lias also deteriorated 
due to war conditions. 

There is another point. The decrease in revenue is also due to the fact 
that no stamp duties on contracts of war supplies are paid by the Central 
Government. If stamp duties were paid, that would have also come to the 
provincial* exchequer and that would have added to the revenues of the 
province, but in the interests of the Central Government these contracts 
have been made stamp-free. 

So far as the Corporation of Calcutta is concerned, it is well known to 
everybody that the finances of the Calcutta Corporation are in a very bad 
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/condition. They had to curtail expenditure in the nation-building depart- 
ments to the extent of 30 to 40 per cent, and so far as local 'bodies in the 
province are concerned, their condition is also no better. They are also 
suffering from deficits. 

Sir, the Central Government give subventions to the provinces of Sind, 
Orissa and North-West Frontier Province only because they had agreed to 
create those provinces. In the present condition when Bengal is under- 
going such a financial strain, it is the duty of the Central Government to 
come to her rescue and they should bear the entire burden of the Civil 
Defence expenditure so long as the war continues, because Bengal has no 
power either to raise revenue by additional taxation or to make any retrenck- 
ment in the expenditure that she is now incurring. So, we must look up to 
the Central Government to help us in the present financial crisis. 

Before the reforms Bengal had a deficit to the extent of Rs. 150 crores 
and then also the Central Government came to her rescue. Now rlso th6 
Bengal Government cannot improve her revenue position either by taxation 
or by retrenchment. The nation-building departments are starving. Ihe 
Education Department, the Medical Department, the Public Health Depart- 
ment are not getting any money. Government is not spending even the 
smallest pie by effecting saving in other departments. In these cir- 
cumstances, I think, the Government of India should be approached to 
contribute the entire quota so far as Civil Defence expenditure is concerned. 

There is another point. What the Provincial Government will have to 
pay to the Corporation of Calcutta has not yet been settled. As has been 
stated by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his financial statement <l our 
budget estimates do not include any provision on account of a subvention 
for the Calcutta Corporation — an inevitable liability”. That we are to 
help the Calcutta Corporation is a foregone * conclusion and that we are 
also to help the municipalities and other local bodies is also a foregone 
conclusion. But we do not know how much amount the provincial ex- 
chequer will have to spend for A.R.P. and other Civil Defence expenditure 
for mufassal municipalities and also for the Calcutta Corporation. So our 
liability on this account will grow much more than apparently appears from 
the figure that is now available. So my humble appeal to this Government 
will be to represent our case to the Government of India so that the entire 
burden may be shifted from this province to the Government of India. 

With these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges 
in India ’ be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion on the organisation of the Directorate of Civil Supplies. 

Sir, on a previous occasion or rather on several previous occasions during 
the course of the present session we had raised different issues in connection 
with the Directorate of Civil Supplies, and if I have chosen to harp on the 
same or similar topic today it is only to emphasize the great urgency of the 
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subject and also to suggest certain concrete measures which might in our 
humble opinion improve the organisation of this most vital department at 
the present time. Sir, we have so far found, and I believe the Government 
also, at least the Council of Ministers of the Government also realise that 
the present organisation of the Civil Supplies Directorate has failed, I 
would not say miserably failed but failed very largely, in achieving their 
object. It is now, therefore, incumbent and necessary for all sections of 
the House to put their heads together and find out how and in what respects 
they have failed and again to show in what directions the remedy appears 
to us to lie. Sir, the first reason that appear to us to lie behind the failure 
was that the selection of the officers was made in a hurry and made by 
persons who were not always responsive to public opinion. Sir, this Direc- 
torate of Civil Supplies was organised towards the middle of August last 
and certain number of officers had to be drafted immediately and quickly 
from the Executive Department of Government and from elsewhere to be in 
charge of a most important growing department which was taxing the 
energies of the Writers' Buildings for some time before that. We do not 
complain about the manner in which the Director himself was appointed, 
t/c., Mr. L. G. Pinnell. But, Sir, thereafter, after Mr. Binnell we found 
selections* were made not with sufficient scrutiny or examination of all aspects 
of the question. What was the result? There were immediately two officers 
taken from the then office of the Controller of Prices : one a Hindu officer 
and a few days later another a Muslim officer. These two officers by the 
time they were working in the office of the Controller of Prices were notorious 
to have been influenced by persons from outside. Some of them, at 
least one of them had large sums accumulated and had two houses built 
within the course of two months. I believe the Government has had reports 
about him and in spite of that this officer was taken on in the Directorate of 
Civil Supplies as one of the Assistant Directors. He is still there prospering 
and happy. There is another officer who was serving in another office as an 
Office Superintendent or something like that. He was taken on this job and 
given another post of Assistant Directorship, and immediately we found 
that he was drawn into liaison with the galaxy of turbaned merchants who 
began to come not only to office but to bis house and gradually some illicit 
connection developed. (Laughter.) 

Tn this way the Directorate of Civil Supplies has, in spite of best wishes 
probably, permitted itself to be tainted with, I would not say generally but 
at least some have tained the department with a dangerous propensity. In 
an organisation on which depended the life and soul of the people we should 
have men who are absolutely above suspicion, and I would appeal to the 
new Food Minister to see that in his selection of men he would exercise 
sufficient scrutiny, so that there may be no room for doubt about the honesty, 
integrity and sincerity of his officers. 

Sir, I submit that there has been too muck of a fetish made in certain 
quarters about commercial men being drafted for work in the Civil Supply 
Directorate. What has been the result? The commercial men or man that 
have* so far been imported into the department have either shown their utter 
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incompetence to deal with the problems of the department or otherwise have 
failed to do things in the manner that they were expected to do. I am using 
my words, Sir, very cautiously. The Food Grains Purchasing Officer and 
before that there was one Special Officer for rice and paddy, they have been 
nice gentlemen, but, Sir, the selection was made, I understand, on the 
recommendation of a certain Divisional Commissioner who lived in the same 
house as Mr. Campbell of Shaw Wallace and Co., lives. The point is that 
the selection was not made by the Ministers, it was not made by the Council 
of Ministers, it was not made even by the Director of Civil Supplies himself, 
but on the recommendation of somebody who had some personal interest 
directly or indirectly in the selection, and as a result what happened? We 
find large orders being placed with the firm of Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Co. 
Mr. Campbell and the Divisional Commissioner were friends and that Divi- 
sional Commissioner who recently returned from Chittagong knew only one 
good Chittagong merchant who was connected with a bank, and therefore 
was supposed to be an omniscient expert. As he was writing out bills and 
drafts in the bank there he is supposed to know mam things of the trade, 
as I know most of the trade, because I am a transport man. So he knows 
all about trades and therefore he lias been drafted to work in connection 
with the purchase and distribution of rice and paddy. However, well 
meaning that may he, Sir, the result has been disastrous. The Hon’ble 
Minister will do well if he sees how far this fetish of having oil the staff 
commercial men has been successful. Sir, I submit that there may he some 
necessity for commercial views being obtained for the running of, the 
administration. But there should be no necessity for the administrative 
work of the department being entrusted to any commercial man. This can 
be done in the ordinary course and views can he had by setting up a proper 
advisory council on which representatives of commercial organisations and 
the Chambers of Commerce could he invited. If necessary, special ad hoc 
committees may be constituted with commercial men on such committees to 
advise on specific trade or on specific transactions. Tt is not possible for one 
commercial man who is dealing in one particular essential commodity to 
know all about other essential commodities. He must either he guided hv 
commercial opinion obtained by some means outside his immediate 
knowledge, or he must be a genius. Sir, it is much better to leave the actual 
administrative part of the department to some officer of the Clown who is a 
whole-time officer and on whom ultimately the responsibility must devolve. 
I submit that in that organisation let the Government choose the best men 
that Government has got in the province, best men from the Civil Services — 
Indian Civil Service as well as Bengal Civil Service, and I dare say there 
are any number of good men from whom Government can make their choice. 
Sir, today we find that most of the brilliant scholars of the University who 
have been students of economics with brilliant careers both in the University 
as well as in the Civil Service have been drafted on, for what unknown 
reasons I do not know, to the judiciary. Most of them, let me not name the 
persons, most of them are either discharging their duties in secluded places, 
in the post of Judgeship or some of them have been taken over by the 
Central Government. Sir, if names are not galling, I will state the nameB 
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of Mr. Kanina Kumar Hazra, Mr. B. K. Guha, Mr. Saibal Gupta, Mr. R. K. 
Roy, Dr. Naba Gopal Das and Mr. Hilaly. These are some of the officers 
who understand the problem, who know the country, who have secured popu- 
larity in the discharge of their duties and at the same time who have shown 
their independence of spirit both in their public as well as in their official 
duties. Government ought to try to get hold of such men who can be 
trusted to the fullest extent and at the same time who can inspire public 
confidence in a work of this character. 

Then, Sir, having got this set of men to be immediately attached to the 
Directorate, I suggest that Government should have associated with the 
task of the Central Food Committee or Council. An announcement or 
promise for an announcement was made, but still we do not know what is 
going to happen with regard to the same. There should be a series of 
committees of that character throughout the province, in the districts, in 
the subdivisions, and, if necessary, in union boards. The problem of pro- 
blems is to create public confidence. It is not merely a question of forcible 
acquisition and distribution according to a plan, but, Sir, the problem really 
is to let the people of this province take upon themselves the responsibility 
of feeding their own brethren and also to convince them that whatever they 
take away from one district, every grain of it would go to feed the children 
of the soil here in this province and not taken away or hoarded up either by 
unscrupulous persons or even by those who in the name of Government are 
keeping large hoards of their stocks. * 

Sir, I now come to the other fade, namely, distribution. With regard 
to distribution we strongly feel that the setting up of a Distributing Trades 
Tribunal has been a complete failure and is likely to create more difficulties 
than they are likely to solve. The selection of the personnel of the Distri- 
buting Trades Tribunal has been most unhappy. You have there two 
show-boys, one a Hindu and another a Muslim, with a European who really 
manages the show, and lie was taken from a bank where lie was drawing 
a salary of Rs. 1,400 or Rs. 1,000, t.e., much less than what he is now being 
given here. And what was he after all:' He was after all a glorious clerk 
in the bank. He was the Superintendent of the Security Section and there 
he had nothing to do witli trade or trades or he did not know anything about 
actual traders who are likely to he affected by this decision. This gentleman. 
Sir, has shown his integrity in such a manner that he had found that the 
only possible dependable Personal Assistant that he could have was his wife 
and he has managed first to put up a note to have the sanction of the post 
of a Personal Assistant and then get his wdfe appointed to that post. It is 
on such honest and sincerely working persons that we have to depend for 
proper selection of distributors. Sir, if a man who is given Rs. 2,5()0 by 
way of salary and emoluments will stoop so low as to think that the little 
money that would go to the Personal Assistant must also come to his own 
pocket through his wife and thereby he would deprive some other person of 
bis or her legitimate earning, then surely such a man cannot be entrusted 
witlf an important work like this. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Why do you look at it from that point of view? Why 
do you not look at it from the other point of view — confidence and efficiency. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If no confidential work could be done 
-except through one’s wife, then the whole Government machinery could not 
be run. Then every Secretary of the Government should have his wife for 
dealing with important papers and files. Surely the Distributing Trades 
Tribunal is not more important than the Home Department and I believe 
Mr. Porter ought to be given his wife as his first Assistant ! 

Sir, what is the suspicion? The suspicion is that certain nefarious things 
are going to be perpetrated by this officer and nobody else should know these 
things. He has been impelled to take his wife because he wants to hush up 
-or cover up his guilts. That is a very serious implication from which this 
Distributing Trades Tribunal should Ibe kept far aloof. 

Sir, I charge that this Distributing Trades Tribunal has also shown its 
utter inefficiency and complete want of confidence has been created because 
of the action of the Secretary. Therefore, Government should have no 
hesitation in dissolving it straightaway. And what Government should do 
instead? Government can have one I.C.S. officer of the position of a District 
Judge to be entrusted with final selection and to be attached to the Direc- 
torate of Civil Supplies. He can, after consulting the commercial represen- 
tatives, have certain schedules or rules framed for selection and in those 
rules — it should not be difficult to lay down rules and conditions which will 
make it impossible for new entrants or for surreptitious entrance of unknown 
and undesirable persons — and those shop-keepers who are already there from 
the trade and who have been already experienced in the line should be 
selected by that executive officer after having consulted the trade concerned. 
For a post of that character a person with judicial experience or a Judge of 
the District Judge’s rank may be selected and we can have the whole work 
•done without any trouble and the public will have confidence in the decisions 
thus arrived at. 

Sir, I do not want to take much time, but I would like to end by only 
suggesting one thing regarding the proposed rationing scheme in Calcutta. 
Sir, rationing is really a very important question and it requires a very large 
number of officials. It will, as I see, involve large expenses also and I 
presume that the appointment of a large number of men would be required. 
I submit that in the fixation of the standards of qualities or merits on which 
such men should be selected, very stringent conditions should be laid down. 
If possible, Government should bring senior Deputy Magistrates from 
districts to take over this work and make up the gap with comparatively 
junior men at those places. Associated with these men might be a number 
of younger men, either University graduates of standing and reputation or 
teachers of schools who have temporarily found it difficult to continue because 
of the present emergency. These men might be entrusted with this good 
work. I am sure they will do it with greater zeal, efficiency and enthusiasm 
and they are much more dependable than the class of persons who are likely 
to be drafted. 4 
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Sir, I submit that there would be scope for a large number of non- 
officials also who would, I believe, most voluntarily and cheerfully under- 
take the responsibility for such work in each ward or sub-ward and in dis- 
tricts and municipalities and their wards concerned. These non-officials 
should be given proper scope and we should see that the entire Directorate 
is helped with the co-operation of non-official agencies as much as possible. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head 
“63 — Extraordinary charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this in order to raise a discussion on corruption and jobbery 
in control of prices and supply of food articles. 

Sir, I feel sure that everyone in this House, everyone in this benighted 
country knows it as a matter of fact that corruption and jobbery reign 
supreme in the affairs of food supply. Sir, it is clear that a sort of mutual 
agreement exists between the profiteers on the one hand and the officers of the 
Civil Supplies Directorate on the other. I could quote chapter and verse of 
specific instances, which are indeed too numerous to count, where control 
shops hawe been violating all orders and merrily indulging in black- 
marketing openly in broad daylight and with the apparent connivance of 
officials whose duty it is to check corruption. 

Sir, we know that the prices of sugar rose sky-high recently though 
enojigh stocks were held by the approved dealers and Government agents. 
They take recourse to the most palpably dishonest means of showing large 
quantities of the commodities as sold to licence-holders, but actually they sell 
these commodities in the black market. The Civil Supplies Department has 
issued a huge number of licences to dealers which simply authorise them 
to deal in particular commodities. There appears to be no register as to 
how many such licences have been issued and no attempt is made to see if 
they get supplies or how they get supplies. On top of this, certain permits 
are issued to certain individuals or firms. Most ofiten when holders of these 
permits do not happen to he official concerns, they have to run from shop to 
shop of Government approved dealers and they meet with the same answer, 
namely, “All rice sold”, “All sugar sold”. The Confectioners’ Association 
is one such body — they are the sweetmeat-makers in the town and they 
complain that they cannot obtain sugar in spite of permits and have to buy at 
black market rates. They have met with refusal for a definite quota and 
they have been castigated as abettors of black markets! Sir, could anything 
be more preposterous than this? 

Sir, I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department through you to a news published in the newspaper ‘‘Janajudha” 
of the 20th January last to the effect that a control shop at 34B, Sashi 
Bhusan Dey Street, not only refused to supply atta to the people assembled 
in queues, but openly sent out 2 cartloads of atta for sale elsewhere, and 
apparently no action was taken by Government. Every case handed over 
fby the public is invariably hushed up, and these people go on merrily 
making money and helping the officials to share in the spoils. 
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Sir, in respect to wheat the action of the Directorate is extremely 
perverse and senseless. There is no control of price and a man selling at 
Es. 30 or Es. 40 per maund cannot he prosecuted, but Government have 
theoretically commandeered the whole supply. There are many Native 
States and other places wherefrom wheat can be brought to Bengal arid where 
wheat is still cheap. But if anyone brings any wheat, Government requisi- 
tions it and sends it to one of its agents but never to the public except 
perhaps an infinitesimal portion to controlled shops. 

Sir, theoretically speaking, therefore, none should have got any flour or 
atia in the market except through the controlled shops and yet these are being 
openly sold out at exorbitant prices. Sir, I would ask the Hon’ble Minister 
to say wherefrom it comes and not to make the parrotlike repetition of the 
same statement “every attempt is being made to stop profiteering”. 

I repeat it, Sir, and challenge the Government to reiute the charge that 
corruption and jobbery reign supreme in the control of price and supply of 
foodstuffs and that Government have not only signally failed in their duty 
but have actually been aiding and abetting profiteers in a shameless manner. 

Sir, we are being told repeatedly to believe that shortage of rice in 
Bengal is only about 10 per cent, on the top of which we have a surplus from 
the last year's bumper crop. But would the Government be pleased to 
inform the House why then the price of rice is soaring so high? Allegation 
of hoarding by private individuals can never be the correct answer to this 
because we know that only an infinitely small number of people can afford to 
hoard. 

Mr, more than a score of highly paid officers and hundreds of other 
smaller luminaries have been making a mess of the whole thing some for 
dishonest gain and others for their sheer incompetence and carelessness. 

With these few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Sir, I heg to move, that the demand 
of Bs. 1 ,58,211,000 for expenditure under the head “03— Extraordinary 
(haiges in India be reduced b\ Its. 100. I move this in order to raise a 
debate on the indifference in the matter of safety of the lives and properties 
of the civil population in rural areas where they have been exposed to the 
dangers of bombing by enemy planes particularly in the districts of Chitta- 
gong, Noakhali and Tippera. I heg further to move that the demand of 
lis. 1, *38,29, 000 for expenditure under the head “03— Extraordinary Charges 
in India he reduced by Its. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
on the indifference in the matter of affording shelters to the civil popula- 
tion in rural areas, taking air-raid precautions in areas exposed to bombing 
by enemy planes, granting relief to persons rendered homeless by air-raid, 
granting compensation to the dependents of persons who have lost their 
lives as a result of air-raid, to persons who have been wounded and whose 
properties have been destroyed or damaged. 

Sir, Chittagong being a frontier district serves as a land base for taking 
a counter-offensive for the purpose of reconquering Burma and also for taking 
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defensive measures against the enemy in case of invasion. The Feni river 
which forms the natural boundary between the district of Chittagong and 
Noakhali is the next link in defensive organisations and military prepara- 
tions are proceeding for the purpose. Therefore there is every possibility 
of freequent air-raids on the military bases in Chittagong and Feni. As a 
matter of fact Chittagong has been bombed several times and the worst suffer- 
ers are the civil population and the labourers who work in connection with 
military preparations for the construction of aerodromes. Sir, Feni also lias 
been bombed more than once. A number of aerodromes are under construction 
within the Feni subdivision. Some of these air bases are situated in rural 
areas surrounded by thickly populated villages and the approach roads to 
these air bases have on both sides homesteads of villagers. All these 
places, namely, Lemua, Pathangarh and the neighbourhood of Feui town 
have been bombed more than once. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sur, while talking on military preparations \ou 
must be very careful and very cautious. I think in these matters the less 
said the better. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Yes, Sir; I have been most cautious 
in my speech, and I am not saving anything that I am not personally 
aware of. 

. On the lOth of December last, the Lemua air base was bombed between 
3 and 4 p.m. as a result of which several persons were killed and wounded. 
In «ne single private house eighteen persons were killed on the spot and 
three only survived. The house and the adjoining garden were smashed and 
all the cattle in the House perished and all the moveables were destroyed. 
In another house a bomb fell . 

Mr. SPEAKER* Mr. Sur, I think you are speaking from your own 
private information and not from any authentic information published by 
Government. You must not give out any information you possess unless 
you have definite personal knowledge. You must not speak of news based 
on iumour. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir, I am taking full responsibility 
for what I am stating. 

I personally went to the spot just after the air-raid and I saw with my 
own eyes the scenes of devastations caused by enemy bombing. They can 
better be imagined than described. I have also tried to elicit the actual 
number of deaths from persons who had been to the spot immediately after 
the occurrence and had been there for several hours. And my information 
is that at least 45 deaths occurred at Lemua which is only five miles from 
Feni town; Pathangarh is about seven miles from Feni. On the 17th 
January again there was bombing on the same base at Lemua a little after 
9 p.m. It was a moonlit -night. This time inceudiarv bombs weie mostly 
dropped and the houses adjoining to the base w0Ve burnt to ashes. Sir, three 
months have since elapsed but no A.R.P. measures have been taken in this 
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area. The people of the surrounding localities have therefore become panic- 
stricken and they have practically no sleep especially during moonlit nights 
and any sound from the air strikes terror into the hearts of the people. 
Sir, this air base is situated, as I have already said, in the midst of thickly 
populated villages. Further, some of the fruit-bearing trees in several 
adjoining houses have been cut down to facilitate landing of planes on the 
place. From reports we find that on the 21st March Feni aerodrome has 
again been bombed and the report is that the extent of damage is extremely 
slight and the number of casualties is very small. People inhabiting that 
locality submitted several representations to the Subdi visional Officer, Feni, 
the District Magistrate of Noakhali and the Hon’ble Chief Minister. We 
do not know whether that representation has reached the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister and has been placed for his consideration. If it is the intention 
of local officials of Feni that people in that locality exposed to dangers of 
bombings should be compelled to abandon their homesteads and agricultural 
lands and that the Government will be relieved from the burden of payment 
of compensation in case of evacuation, the intention is certainly dishonest. 
But Sir, the position is this. The people are ordinary cultivators; they 
cannot run away to some other place for shelter abandoning their homesteads 
and lands because in that case they will have to die of starvation., Govern- 
ment should in all fairness remove these people from the danger zone and 
accommodate them in some safe place or at least ask them to evacuate their 
families and children and grant them maintenance allowance, and if the\ 
acquire their homesteads and lands, should grant them sufficient compensa- 
tion. We do not know whether Government have granted compensation to 
the dependents of persons who lost their lives and who have been wounded, 
or whether any compensation has been awarded to persons whose properties 
have been destroyed or damaged. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — 
Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
motion in order to raise a discussion about the failure to give proper 
representation to Muslims in A.R.P. services. 

Sir, this question w r as raised on the floor of this House last year when 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in order to pacify the Muslims who were 
groaning under the gross injustice done to them in his usual characteristic 
irresponsible manner promised a thousand appointments to the Muslims 
and the Scheduled Castes so as to right the wrong which admittedly has 
been done to them. Since this promise a good deal of water has flown 
down the river Hooghly under the old pontoon bridge and the new r canti- 
lever Howrah bridge, but the promise has yet to come. I atTmit, Sir, some 
Muslims have been recruited subsequent to the promise. 

Dr a NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We have 
found that throughout the 'debate the Hon’ble Minister in charge has one 
ear caught by an esteemed member of the House. Are we to presume 
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that the other ear is available for my friend Mr. Nasarullah P For the last 
half an hour we are finding that a member who often himself gets up on 
points of order has usurped the attention of the Hon'ble Minister in charge. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He says that he is hearing the debate. 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH ! Besides, all the Muslims who are* 
recruited are in subordinate, menial and lowly-paid jobs. The key 
positions are still in 'the hands of the Caste Hindus who dominate the entire 
A.R.P. organisation. Sir, for an efficient working of an organisation 
like the A.R.P. it is essential that public support and co-operation should 
be forthcoming, but I am sorry to have to say that the Muslims have no 
confidence in this department where the members of their community find 
no important place. This is a most regrettable position and the sooner 
it is rectified the better it Mould be for all concerned. 

Sir, so far as the appointment to the women section is concerned, 
Muslim ladies are conspicuous by their absence. The plea that qualified 
applicants were not available cannot hold water. For, for the post of tlie 
Officer in charge, Wardens Service, several qualified Muslim ladies 
were interviewed and it was decided that a Muslim would be appointed. 
One of the candidates was the Head Mistress of a Government High School, 
another a graduate in science and the third also a graduate of position and 
status in social life. But strange to say all these qualified candidates 
Mere thrown overboard and a Hindu lady with no qualification was 
appointed for reasons known best to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department alone. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: For which postP 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Officer in charge, Wardens’ post. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. What is the name of that lady? 

Nawabfcada K. NA8ARULLAH: I do not know. 

Sir, this is an instance how Mr. Fazlul Huq is acting up to his promise- 
Is it to be any wonder, therefore, that Mr. Fazlul Huq’s promises have 
become proverbial like Peter the Drunk? 

The other day only Mr. Fazlul Huq had the audacity to say on the floor 
of the House that half of Calcutta is at his back, but, Sir, the country 
has Remonstrated in no uncertain manner its want of confidence in 
Mr. Huq. Six important constituencies delivered their verdicts yesterday. 
Let me, Sir, through you, again assure Mr. Fazlul Huq that Bengalis 

Muslims are doing well and if Mr. Fazlul Huq still thinks that he has the 

confidence of the Muslims and Muslim support, let him resign his 

seat and go back in the country. I assure him that he shall be 

able to know the verdict of Muslim Bengal which he will remember for all 
times to come. Muslim Bengal knows how unfairly she has been treated 
by Mr. Fazlul Huq and his Cabinet and these are the reasons of the award 
of • yesterday. 
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Sir, with these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, to which Hon’ble Minister should 
I address my speech on this cut motion ? I propose to request Government 
to direct an enquiry regarding the organisation of Home Guards. Will 
you permit me, Sir, to go to vote straightaway on this motion? I do not see 
any other way to compel the Hon’ble Minister to be present. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu is there. You 
need not worry over this matter. You go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a 
discussion on the organisation of Home Guards and faijure to make the same 
popular. 

Sir, hardly any speech is necessary to invite added attention to the 
urgency of the organisation of a proper Home Guard for the province of 
Bengal. But, Sir, it is regretted that, in spite of our repeated demands 
to that effect, the Government have not moved as yet to have such 
a proper organisation made as would inspire the confidence of all sections. 
Sir, I had tabled starred question No. 195, regarding the proposal 
for organising Home Guards in Bengal, to which a reply was placed on the 
table, but, Sir, for reasons best known to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge, namely, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, the answer was 
not ready on the day it was tabled and it was held over. Up to this day, 
we have not heard any definite proposals in that connection, but 
we have only been given to understand in course of the general discussion 
of the budget that the Council of Ministers did approve an organisation 
for Home Guards with popular support and that the scheme after their 
approval was duly forwarded to the head of the executive. I would like 
to know what has happened to that scheme and whether it is a 
fact that the scheme has been given a complete hibernation and it will 
probably never see the light of the day, because the head of the executive 
or the coterie of his officers feel that it might in some way or 
other enable the people of Bengal to have an independent organisation of 
their own to deal with peace and tranquillity in the rural areas. The 
essence of that scheme which was drafted after consultation with the 
Congress President was, Sir, that Home Guards would be organised with 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge at the head advised by a representative 
Central Advisory Council, composed of nominees of leading political parties 
and that Advisory Council would be prepared to have as its main 
executive officer the Director of Physical Education, Mr. Buchanon. The 
Director of Physical Education was considered to be more suitable 
than the Police Chief, because of his association with a large number 
of young men and of his practical experience in the training of young men 
and women in physical education. It was also part of the scheme 
that the captains and adjutants of respective areas would be selected in 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


687 


consultation with the leading political parties and organisations of the 
areas, so that only such persons would be selected who had more or less 
universal following. It was further laid down, so far as I am aware, that 
the Advisory Council would finally give the seal of approval to 
the lists of captains and vice-captains throughout Bengal and local District 
Officers would be helped by similar Advisory Committees in their 
respective areas, who would have not merely casual advisory powers but 
would be associated most intimately in the functioning and organisation 
of the entire Home Guard oiganisation in the province. Sir, as a 
concession to the views of a certain section id Civil Service officers who do 
not want Government to give up their primary responsibility for 
maintaining law and order in the province, the Congress President conceded 
that tor all emergent matters the Home Guard organisation would act in 
immediate collaboration with the local police organisation and also 
in case of acute emergency the captains of the Home Guard organisation 
would be expected to assist and hell) the local police organisation and 
yet, Sir, although so much was conceded nothing was heard of the organisa- 
tion after months had elapsed, I would like to know why this scheme has 
not been given effect to and who stands in the way, and we propose to go 

to vote on this, because we feel that the Hon’ble Minister has not kept this 

House properly informed of the exact position in this respect. 

Dr. 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 

demand of Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “08 — Extra- 

ordinary charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion on the responsibility in the 
matter of control of prices of foodstuffs and other essentials and in the 
matter of abnormal rise in their prices and the failure of the Government 
in checking corruption and profiteering in the matter of supply. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, qfariOT £[HT qf 

wn 's wt* q^Pm wi vScscv i rtra 

to OT c*t 4TO3T 4 $ WTfr 3pr*t: 43 R 
iftws qrsPF ott to \5tf%ra 1 stfare 

^sprite ‘Q vhn ferr? m 1 fiwfw 

c*r to* s <71 ^fir, qfroOT *rfvor qrar* 

f% fa wfas, fa w>m ww sftq fac^fas v**i 

wr ^ drives 1 <3rtTO*t, 

TOTf, toot,* crots qfaqfa — “ft to?, ft spffls, ft 

1" *&i* qfaTO '3 *tf 5 r? fa to ^qfefafir ^rft wwrwf 

strs ^ ^ r*C5 fter Star 4* *mfa to fafeq '3 ftewrcq 

a tokot $qfro **310*. ’stvi oNm w to to *n 1 ira-ftro to»t 
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^n ! ^fferfc ^Rpitr^ i v;*n 5^/s »m i 

CTO Circus party "STfR^tn *\J.*jf R^St^fr^ -i*S — 

4$ ^rfR<7, ilt *J7tf>m <J'Rp7l I ^R'<R 6 f ij^ff C^t v tl <4^3 

^tf^t*iH $Vfo TOF ^17 R Public interest ^rfc^ ’ST^TT tf^t»i ?R1 ?t? ^11 

^sTOl ^ ^Rt 3 ^TV5i I T'ftRi «T^?TOF Rp<W-<*PT TTfV C^Pi 7 ? ^^7 

<R^i Rt^to wi ^Ri3 ot, (npfRf ^rfv^ i 

(The member liavin^ readied the time-limii resumed bis seat.) 

Mr. K. A. HAMILTON: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “GO — Extraordinary charges 
in India”* be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my object in moving this cut motion is to criticise the Government 
for their failure to deal with black markets and speculation in and hoarding 
of fc^dstuffs. 
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• I make no apology for reverting to a subject which has already been 
discussed, but which we consider to be such a vital factor in the serious 
food situation in the province, namely, the failure of Government to deal 
with rice and paddy speculators.* 

The main obvious feature of the rice situation has been a general with- 
holding of stocks from the market, partly by speculators and 
partly by cultivators themselves. Our object in moving this cut motion 
is to point out first, that Government have on the one hand done nothing 
to promote the necessary confidence amongst cultivators which might 
induce them to part with their stocks, and on the other hand have taken 
no steps to deal with speculators who, we believe, have been allowed to 
obtain control over a large part of the crop. 

Government have admitted time and time again that the activities of 
speculators have had much to do with the abnormal prices prevailing in 
this province. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir; the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the department to which this motion relates is not present in 
the House. Is there any point in my honourable friend, Mr. Hamilton, 
moving the cut motion until the Hon’ble Minister is present here!*' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hamilton, you may go on. The Thief Minister 
is present on behalf of the Minister in charge. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee entered the 
Chamber.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I must apologise to this House, through you, for my absence so long. 
Being in charge of the new food portfolio I have been obsessed w'ith many 
kinds of difficulties which caused some delay in my coming into 
the ( hamber for which I apologise to my friends in the European group. 

Mr. K. A. HAMILTON: The onl y action, however, Government have 
taken to deal with these speculators, apart from issuing half-hearted 
communiques containing polite warnings, has been to impose embargoes 
against the movement of paddy and rice. In our opinion, Sir, embargoes 
against movement of stocks are a completely ineffective weapon against the 
speculator. The speculator knows and experience has proved, that he has 
only to hold on long enough to his stocks and Government will surrender. 
As a result, inside the ring of the embargo lie busies himself 
bining up stocks and sooner or later Government are compelled to allow 
him to move them. The only effect of the embargo, in our opinion, is to 
prevent the free flow of supplies to the deficit areas and the only person who 
suffers from the embargo is the consumer and most certainly not the 
speculator. 

Government’s policy at the present time is, so far as we can understand 
it, based on the de-control of prices and also on the regulation of 
prices by their operations as buyer and seller. We have been treated to 



1943.] 


DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


statements from Government from time to time that it was their 
policy to build up reserves which could be thrown upon ^ie market at times 
when prices rose to unwarranted heights. Now, Sir, in the first place, 
we are unable to understand this talk of building up reserves when Hon’ hie 
Ministers have simultaneously made a number of conflicting state- 
ments on the subject of the degree of shortage in the province. Surely 
we are at present at a stage of unwarranted prices and any purchases wh'ch 
Government have made should be released immediately and this should 
have been done at least a fortnight ago. We in Calcutta are only 
too painfully aware of the long queues outside the pitifully small number 
of controlled shops — long queues, •’>() per cent, of which are bound to go 
away unsatisfied. The first object should be to increase the number of 
these con trolled shops and to give them regular and adequate weekly 
supplies. Why have Government taken no steps to do this*' We ask 
them to declare whether t hey have any stocks which are not already ear- 
marked tor industrial labour and for the essential services and, if 
so, when they propose to telease them to the public. In any event we ask 
the HonTile Minister to explain what he means by building up reserves if 

there is. in fact, a shortage. 

• 

Whatever he t lie merits or demerits of the policy of de-control which 
has been adopted, we have no doubt that there were cogent reasons for 
this course of action, although, in adopting it at a time when the price 
of rice in Calcutta was Us. 24-8 per maund, Government were undoubtedly 
taking a ven considerable nsk. The attraction to the stockholder 
in present circumstances of releasing his stock only bit by bit, so as to 
take advantage of a rising market, must be very great. However 
that may he, we consider that the policy of de-control can only be a 

temporary measure of expediency and Government will sooner or later have 
to face ii]> to the necessity of obtaining control over all supplies of rice. 

Rationing, Sir, will have to be introduced at the earliest opportunity. 
1 quite realise the difficulties of setting up the necessary machinery for 
this purpose in ihe province of Bengal. But in the press this morning we 
learn that Bombay has got so far ahead with its preparations that the 
rationing of food grain** over then* will be enforced from the middle of 
April. Government should have realised that in war time there are always 
shortages. ()nlv last night on the wireless we learned that Australia 

with all ]!*• pre-wa*’ exportable surpluses w.i- introducing the rationing of 
certain commodities as and from the fir-t of next month. To do 
this in Bengal it will he necessary for Government to obtain the co-opernt ’nit 

of the normal dealers in the primary and secondary markets 

operating through normal channels, preferably willingly, but otherwise by 
compulsion. They will have to obtain control over these dealer’s by a 
licensing system with drastic penalties for infringement. 

Sir, in conclusion in England a profiteer is punished w T ith a maximum 
penalty of 14 years’ penal servitude; in Bengal be has been rewarded with 
progressive removal of price control, embargoes and polite warnings. 



692 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[26th Mae.’, 


In the resulting spate of profiteering we are afraid that many persons in 
high places have r^t been free from suspicion, holding the view that 
Government's policy has aided pud abetted profiteering and speculation, 
we have no option but to regard this as a fundamental issue in which, in 
the light of past history, we regret we can have no confidence in Govern- 
ment. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1 ,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “6(3 — Extra- 
ordinary charges in India’’, be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion, Sir, with a view, to raising a discussion on the civil 
defence arrangements for the hast re areas in Calcutta. 

Calcutta now has efficient, well-trained and disciplined A.R.P. 
services which have come through their first test with flying colours. On 
this both Calcutta and the services themselves are to be congratulated. 
I must, however, sound a note of warning. The raids so far have 
been small affairs of only a very few machines using the lightest type 
of bombs. We expect heavier raids in the future by larger forces and 
in all probability, heavier calibre bombs will be used. It. as I hope, 
the civil defence services come through this more severe trial successfully, 
then we shall indeed have good reason to be proud. When, 
however, we come to the civil defence arrangements outside the A.R.P. 
services and, particularly, civil defence services in the h ns teen, many defects 
become apparent. The first important defect to which I would like 
to draw attention is the complexity of the arrangements, and the 
difficulty of finding a single authority responsible for seeing to the 
arrangements. Take, for example, the question of distribution of sand 
bags in the buster areas. There are no less than three authorities concerned 
with this. During the monsoon last year the sand hags which 
bad been distributed in the bn<tre areas rotted, and it became necessary 
that a fresh distribution should be made. The sand bags are only being 
redistributed now, so the buster people must indeed be thankful 
that there have not been an.\ serious raids. The sand and the bags are, 1 
understand, purchased by the Commerce and Labour Department. 
They then pass in due course to the 1 " Public Relations Committee. The 
Public Relations Committee do not, I understand, distribute the bags 
themselves. They merely hand over the distribution to the Calcutta 
Corporation, Publicity Department. I confess I am astonished not that 
it has taken over six months to make a redistribution of sand bags in the 
buster areas but that a distribution lias been made at' all. I would 
suggest that distribution might have been done speedily and efficiently many 
months before this if it had been entrusted to the A.R.P. services 
who have the lorries and the personnel and also the knowledge of the 
buster areas. The present arrangement which can hardly be considered 
efficient, should, I submit, be discontinued in favour of the method I have 
proposed. The same complexity of arrangements faces the citizen when 
questions of maintenance of tube- well and surface shelters arise. It is said 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


693 

that there is a special staff employed In Government to maintain tlie tube- 
wells, hut the difficulty is to find the special staff* and the ordinun citizen, 
when he wants to get a tube-well repaired, does not know where to turn. 

As regards surface shelters, Government appear to have considered 
that their responsibility ended with the construction of the shelters, and 
they have been left to be used, or rather 1 should say misused, by the 
public and particularly b\ Calcutta's large beggar population. The result 
is that the majority of them are constantly in a tilths condition. 
I say filthy for want of parliamentary language which would adequately 
describe the appalling state in which I found those shelters which I 
personally inspected. It is said that the Corporation have appointed special 
sweepers and that the cleaning is to be supervised by the A.R.P. Post 
Wardens, but there have been no visible signs of these arrangements 
which appear to remain on paper. 1 would suggest that an immediate 
enquiry into the working of this arrangement be instituted. 

A second fundamental point which, I think, has been neglected and 
one to which experience of air-raids in Calcutta has drawn pointed atten- 
tion is the question of morale amongst bustee people. A good deal 
as regards propaganda and education in civil defence has been done by the 
Public Relations Committee and by the Corporation’s Publicity Depart- 
ment, but propaganda alone is obviously not enough. Something 
must be done to organise the bustee people and to enlist their active co- 
operation in their own civil defence arrangements. The\ should be 
actively concerned in the maintenance of their owfl shelters and tube-wells 
and they should be properly m gaumed for shelter purposes. 1 suggest, 
Sir, that the onh way to do this is to bring the leaders of the bustee 
people, the bustee sardars, to t he A.R.P. organisations. The difficulty 
at present is that the ordinary A.R.P. wardens have no influence with the 
bustee people. They lack the standing to have this influence, and 
as the\ have to pass a literacy test they are not drawn from the bustee 
people themselves. What is wanted, Sir, is that the bustee sardars should 
be given the status of A.R.P. wardens and provided with steel 
helmets, badges, etc., ami should he given elementary training in A.R.P. 
with particular reference to bustee civil defence arrangement. They 
will not be enrolled as ordinary sector wardens as their duties will be 
restricted to their own hustees. The literacy test in their case will have 
to be waived, but I see no objection to this as they will not have to mate 
written reports, their onl\ duty in this respect being perhaps to 
contact their sector wardens when an incident occurs. They will be 
responsible in their hustees for organising the bustee people for shelter 
purposes, for supervising the house protection fire parties and in particular 
keeping an eye on sand bags, for supervising the cleaning of the surface 
shelters and for seeing that tube-wells are kept in order. This 
suggestion, Sir. involves no alteration of the A.R.P. organisation 
laid down by the Government of India. It lias already been adopted 
in the case of voluntary building wardens, and I see no reason why it 
should not be adopted in the case of bustee sardars. I suggest, moreover, 
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Sir, that it is the only way of securing the active co-operation of 
the bustee people in their own civil defence arrangements, and I suggest 
further that if Government can do this they will be doing something of 
permanent benefit to the bustees. If Government are not prepared to 
accept this suggestion — and it is the one, Sir, which has already been 
placed before the A.R.P. Controller and it should not require further 
examination — then I shall be glad to know 1 what Government propose to 
do to remedy the present unsatisfactory arrangements with particular 
reference to the sand bags, tube-wells, shelters and, most important of all, 
morale. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir, I beg to move that t lie demand 
of 11s. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “08 — Extraordinary 
charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to 
raise a discussion on the inadequacy of the amount of compensation paid to 
the evacuees in the emergency areas and the discrimination made between 
individual owners or occupiers and occupiers of properties belonging to 
private institutions such as High English Schools and other schools. 

I also heg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure 
under the head “08 — Extraordinary charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
I move this in order to raise a discussion on the policy in the matter of 
evacuation of civil population, payment of compensation to the evacuees, 
etc. 

The evacuation of a large number of villages had taken place in the 
districts of Chittagong, Tippera and Noakhali and several thousands of 
families have been rendered homeless and landless. In the Feni subdivision 
alone the number of evacuated villages would be about fifty. The people 
were not prepared to meet a situation like this. The orders of evacuation 
came like a bomb-shell and they did not know what to do and where 
to go. They had to vacate their bouses and take shelter in the houses 
of their friends and relatives in the neighbouring villages. The 

congestion can better be imagined than described. If was horrible. Then 

again some of the villagers where these people had already taken 

shelter had to be evacuated and the result was that some of the evacuees 
had to remove twice or thrice. The civil authorities did not make any 
arrangement for accommodation of these people. Their duties ended 

wifh serving orders of evacuation and seeing that these orders had been 
carried out immediately sometimes within 24 hours. People could not carry 
all their things with them and they had to sell their paddy and cattle at a 
very low price and leave many other moveables uncared for. 

It now appears that -several villages remained unoccupied b\ ihe 
military. Their houses have been dismantled, all valuable materials 
including corrugated iron sheets, wooden posts, windows taken away and 
valuable furniture have been removed, fruit-hearing trees and trees used 
for the purpose of timber have all been taken away by some miscreants. 
After a period of 7 or 8 months they have now been released and the villagers 
have been asked to re-occupy. * 
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The decision for evacuation has been taken presumably on the requisi- 
tion of military officers. It appears that they have been taken not as a 
result of mature thinking about the extent of military requirements but 
so to say on mere whims of the military officers. 

I do not know whether the Provincial Government and their officers 
have got any say in these matters or they are merely to carry out the orders 
of the military people. But the Provincial Government have taken 
up the responsibility of civil defence voluntarily in their anxiety to offer 
unconditional co-operation in the war efforts. By their action, lakhs of 
people have been rendered homeless and landless without any arrangements 
whatsoever for their accommodation and shelter. Evacuation has 
taken place in Great Britain and other countries and the Hon’ble Minister 
knows better what arrangements the British Government have made for 
evacuees of their country. But, Sir, the same value is not attached to 
human lives and properties in this unfortunate country. Here we are 
treated like so many herds of dumb driven animals. It pains me very 
much when we see that we are so treated by our own people. 

Regarding payment of compensation, a discrimination has been made 
between •individual owners and where the owner is an educational institution. 

I shall take up one particular case for substantiating the point. The 
Amirahad H. E. School is situated in village Nababpur, Union No. 5, 
Amirabad, police-station Shonagazi, district Noakhali. In April last, the 
entire village of Nababpur had been evacuated. After a temporary 
occupation for a period of seven months, the village has been released 
and the villagers have been asked to rC-occup\ . The persons owning 
homestead garden and agricultural lands in the village have been allowed 
(1) costs of removal, (2) costs of house-construction, (d) compensation 
for garden and agricultural lands, and, after release, (4) costs of 
replacement according to a scale fixed for each of the items. Now if an 
individual had been t fie owner of the buildings and the lands, belonging 
to the school, he would have got not less than Its. ‘JO, 000 by way of 
compensation under the different heads according to the scale fixed for 
the purpose. But because the owner is an educational institution it has 
received a nominal sum of Rs. dO for removal cost and a lump grant 
of Rs. 1,000. The Secretary of the School approached tin* Subdivisional 
Office]', beni, and he has asked him to approach higher authorities 
if he is not satisfied with his decision. As regards other schools some 
have collapsed and others have received the same treatment. High English 
schools of this type situated in rural areas justified their existence 
inasmuch as they materialU contributed to the education of the poorer 
boys in the villages who could not get an\ education at all but for the 
existence of these schools within easy reach fiom theii village home. 

The financial condition of these institutions was already far from 
satisfactory on account of economic depression. They had to depend mainly 
on the fee income supplemented by public subscriptions from time 
to time. The collection of fee was always irregular and there was a 
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substantial accumulation of arrears every month. You can easily imagine 
the condition when the school was evacuated and the villages where the 
boys used to reside were also evacuated. 

The Amirabad H. E. School tiras closed and after the summer holidays 
decided to hold the classes in a private house and a temporary shed 
constructed for the purpose. But the attendance was most poor and the 
realisation of fee was very disappointing. Now, owing to the economic 
disterss prevailing in the country on account of abnormally high prices of 
foodstuffs and other essentials, the fee collection has further deteriorated. 
This school, after an existence of 26 ^ ears, is now faced with a crisis 
threatening the very existence. 

It cannot be denied that this crisis has been brought about by the 
evacuation and war condition. The economic loss sustained by the school 
should in all fairness he compensated by the Government. But the local 
authorities are adamant. I, therefore, appeal to the Government and the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to adopt a liberal policy in the matter of award- 
ing compensation and thus save these institutions from virtual 
extermination. 

As regards compensation awarded on account of agricultural lands the 
scale of compensation on this head was fixed at a time when paddy used 
to sell at a price varying from 3 to 4 rupees per maund. But in Feni the 
price of paddy per maund now varies from Us. 12 to Us. Id. If “the evacuee 
had been in occupation of an acre of padd> -growing lands lie woyld 
have got paddy worth Us. 300 to Us. 400, but on account of deprivation 
of this land lie would be getting a compensation of Bs. 100 only. The 
question now arises where would the evacuee get the money for purchasing 
the same amount of paddy to meet the shortage of rice for his own consump- 
tion ? 

As regards gardens in homestead lands the scale of compensation ought 
to have been fixed on the basis of present valuation, but this has 
not been done. Fruit-bearing trees have been cut down from the home- 
stead lands. It takes several generations to develop a garden attached 
to a homestead land. At the time of awarding compensation, only the 
homestead lands have been taken into account, while the attached gardens 
have been excluded. 

With these remarks. Sir, I place my motions before the House. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at fi-lo p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
the 27th March, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, (’alcutta, mi Saturday, the 
27th March, 1943, at 10 a. in. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilnn’hle Mr. Sykj> Numur Aij» in < lie (’hair, 7 
Hon'ble Ministers and 20S members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Prosecution of an Assistant Electrical Superintendent of Bengal-Nagpur 

Railway. 

•227 (Short Notice). Mr. J. C. GUPTA: (,/> Will the Hon’ble 
Min ister in charge of the Home Department lie pleased to state if it is a 
fact — 

[n that a prosecution was started under the Defence of India Rules 
against one Lt. S. N. Ray, Assistant Electrical Superintendent, 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway, Kharagpur, by the District Magistrate 
of Midnapore; and 

in) that the said proceedings under Defence of India Buies have been 
quashed b\ the Hon’ble High Couit? 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the press 
report of the said judgment ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) J have seen press reports to this efl'eet. 

(b) I have seen the press report. 

Increasing of family allowances granted to certain security prisoners. 

•228. Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether he 
is a^are — 

(i) that Sj. Narendra Nath Das and Sj. Devjiban Ghosh, security 

prisoners in the Dacca Jail, have big families to support; 

(ii) that they have been granted Rs.lo per mensem only; 

(ut) ‘that the allowance is not adequate for the maintenance of their 
families ; 

(iv) that Sj. Narendra Nath Das was granted a higher rate of allowance 
some five years back when he was a detenu; ami 

*(v) that Ills father is a retired man without any pension? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of enhancing the rate of allowance granted to 
the said security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (?) The family of security 
prisoner Babu Narendra Nath Das consists of eight members excluding him. 
There is no security prisoner named Devjiban Ghosh but there is one Deb 
Kumar Ghosh by name and his family consists of 12 members excluding 
him. 

(//) Yes. 

(Hi) No. 

'(ir) While a detenu he was granted, at first, a family allowance of 
Rs.10 per mensem and subsequently it was enhanced to Rs.20 per mensem. 

(r) Yes. 

(b) No. 

Medical treatment of a security prisoner. 

•229. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: u?) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that Maulvi Abdus Sattar, n.T,., pleader of Burdwan, was arrested 

as a security prisoner immediately after his release at the gate of 

Alipore Central Tail ; 

(ii) that symptoms of gout developed in him a few days before his 

release ; 

(iii) that the disease is going from bad to worse day by day; 

(iv) that Maulvi Abdus Sattar has l>eeu l>ed-ridden for the last two 

months in the Jail Hospital; and 

(v) that the Medieal Officer has recommended his case to be treated in 

the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (r) is in the nlfii motive, will ihe Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what arrangement, ii am, has been made for the treat- 
ment of Maulvi Alnlus Sattar in the Medical College Hospitals? 

! e) If no arrangement has been made, is the II on* hie Minister considering 
the desirability of releasing him on medical grounds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) {i) He was arrested under 
the Defence of India Rule 129 on the expiry of his sentence and subsequently 
made a security prisoner. 

(ii) Boliartbritis (rheumatic) developed in him. 

(???) No. 

(?>) He is in the Jail Hospital fiom the 17th December, 1942. 

( v ) Yes, for Infra-Red treatment in the X’ray Department. 
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( b ) He was sent to the Medical College Hospitals toi treatment i:n the 
26th February, 194d, and report regarding his case fioin Medical College 
Hospitals is awaited. 

(c) Does not arise. 

-Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hu.ri.Ie Minister be pleased 
to state what is the present state of health of Maulvi Abdus Sattar? Today 
is the 27th ot March and on the 2(>th February he was sent to the Medical 
College Hospitals. 1 want to Know whether he is d**ad or alive. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He is not dead, and about the 
present state oi his health 1 will get a report. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who are the doctors under whose treatment he lias been placed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 must have notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased 
to state it it is a fact that no proper arrangement is being made tor his 
treatment by eminent physicians and surgeons and tor his proper nursing 
and food? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not that 1 know ot, but I 
shall certainly enquire into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mi nister be pleased 
to’state what steps have been taken after the question was sent to ascertain 
the facts in detail and before the answer was sent to the Assembly 
Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I 'lie report does not contain 
details on these particular points, but since my honourable friend mentions 
so many things which are of a serious character, I propose to look into all 
those things. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention has been drawn to question (r) where it is specially 
asked, “If no arrangement has been made, is the Hon’ble Minister consider- 
ing the desirability of releasing him on medical grounds?*' and will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government is considering the 
desirability ot releasing this prisoner on medical grounds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will consider it. 

8taff of the Tangail police-station. 

*230. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department tic pleased to state — 

0) the present number ot Sub-Jnspeet< rs, Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 
and constables of Tangail police-station against whom actions 
have been taken or are l>eing taken, reports have been submitted 
to higher officers or who have l>een transferred since the posting 
of the present Circle Inspector of Police at Tangail; 
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(it) the number of persons referred to in (a) (t) that are (1) Muslims 
and (2) Non-Muslims; 

{///) the number of police officers posted in the Tangail police-station; 
and ' 

Ur) the number of them that aie Muslims? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Ministei he ploa.sed to state whether any Muslim 
f>ub-IiiHpeotor of Police has been recently transfened by telegram within 
a month of his joining his post at Tangail ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
l^e ] leased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: ia) it) Two Sub-Inspectors, 
1 officiating Sub-Inspector, 1 Assistant Sub-Inspector, 2 Head Constables, 

1 constable. 

(a) iti) (1) Three and (2) four. 

(Hi) Five Sub-Inspectors and four Assistant Sub-Inspectors. 

(tr) No Muslim Sub-lnspectoi . Two Muslim Assistant Sub-Inspectors. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) One probationary Muslim Sub-Inspector transferred under order of 
the Supei intendent of Police for disciplinary reasons. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleaded 
to tell the House who is the Superintendent of Police of Mvmensingh and 
who is the Subdivisional Police Officer of Tangail? Are they Indians or 
Europeans. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot answer offhand. I 
want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer ((j)(ii) (2). 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact, that 
a< tions have been taken against the non-Muslims only very recently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Muslim clerical appointments in the office of the Deputy lnspectcr»General 
of Police, Intelligence Branch. 

*231. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: («)'Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) Department l>e pleased to state — 

(/) the number of clerical appointments in the office of the Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence Branch; and 

(ti) the number of such posts held hv Muslims? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for not 
observing the Communal Ratio Rules in that office? , 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( «) (,) 84. 

(«) 9. 

(b) The Communal Ratio Rules are observed in filling vacancies to the 
temporary establishment. In regard to the filling of permanent vacancies — 
the matter is under correspondence with Government. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the lion hie Minbicr be 
pleased to explain, with reference to answer what does lie mean hv the 
word “Government" here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The depaitmeni oi the Guvein- 
ment. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Uon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that when a permanent vacancy is filled up by 
departmental promotion, a vacancy occurs in the lowest grade? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, occasionally that is so. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : If that is the ( use . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not always the case, 
sometimes it is so. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Wh\ not always? When a permanent 
vacancy is filled up by promotion, a \ucaiiey must occur in the lowest 
grade. So, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability 
of filling up by a Muslim the vacancy which occurs in the lowest grade as a 
result of promotion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not fill up these varum ics; 
they are filled up by departmental officers, but they arc given instruction* 
to conform to the communal ratio mles when making these appointments. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to explain who is carrying on this correspondence with Government 
for the filling up of permanent vacancies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The department. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Which department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I d< ; not know. The point is 
this: in consequence of the fact that the figures reveal a disproportionate 
number of Muslims, correspondence is going on between the Tlome Depart- 
ment and tlie head of the department. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased to 
state if there is any machinery to observe whether the communal ratio is 
being maintained by the officers making the appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They are asked to observe the 
rules. If they do not. then explanation is called for from them and if 
in any case appointments are made in violation of the ruleSj those 
appointments are liable to be set aside under rule 13. 
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Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the reason for differentiating between temporary appointments 
where communal ratio rules are observed and permanent appointments 
where these rules are not observed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The whole point is that if 
investigation reveals the fact that the communal ratio lules were not being 
observed so far as temporary appointments are concerned, I will look into 
the matter and see that the communal ratio rules are Strictly applied to all 
cases. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Double Ministei be pleased 
to state if the claims of the Muslims in the Intelligence Branch is brushed 
aside ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is too vague a question to be answered. 

Theft, dacoity and murder cases in Gopalpur and Tangail Circles. 

*232. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(i) the number of — 

(1) theft, 

(2) dacoity, and 

(3) murder, 

cases for the la£t three months committed in the — 

(1) Gopalpur Circle, and 

(2) Tangail Circle, 

of the subdivision of Tangail; 

(ii) whether the number of criminal cases is on the increase? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the reason thereof; 

(ii) what steps do the Government propose to take in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) The figures are as 


follows : — 

(1) Theft 

(2) Dacoity 

(3) Murder 


Tangail Gopalpur 

Circle. Circle. 
... 17 23 

... 17 7 

... 8 2 


(ii) Yes — especially crime against property. 

(b) (?) The cause is mainly economic and is due to the high prices and the 
uneven distribution or shortage of essential foodstuffs. 
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(ii) I refer the honourable member so far as the economic aspect is con- 
cerned to the recent debate on food supplies during which statements of 
Government's policy and’ intentions were made to the House. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that bribery and jobbery have played their part in 
Tanga il circle owing to increase in dacoities? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that these thefts and dacoities 
have increased bribery and jobbery? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is more than I can say. 

Procession with music before mosque in Kishoreganj. 

233. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
m charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that Babu Kshitish Chandra Burman, n.c.s., Deputy Magistrate, 
expressed umjualified and unconditional regret for his uninten- 
. tional act of playing music before the Shaheedy Mosque at 
Puranthana, Kishorcganj, in October, 1941, and solemnly agreed 
not to play music before this mosque in future before Mr. S. Sen, 
i.c.s., the then Subdi visional Officer, Kishoreganj, Mr. Sadullah, 
i.t\, the then Subdivisional Police Officer, Kishoreganj, Maulvi 
Muhammad Israil, m.l.a., and Khan Sahib Abdul Wadud 
Choudhury; and 

(?C that the said Deputy Magistrate addressed a few letters to Khan 
Sahib Saadat Hossain Chowdhury, Subdivisional Officer, Kishore- 
ganj, in October, 1942, in connection with the taking out cf his 
immersion procession on the 19th October, 1942? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table copies oi those letters? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) (i) Although there was no 
opposition to the procession when it passed the mosque with music in 1941 
certain Moslem gentlemen represented that the incident had caused some 
misgiving in their community. At a meeting at which the gentlemen 
mentioned by the honourable member were present Mr. Burman expressed 
his regret at having taken the procession past the mosque the existence cf 
which was unknown to him. The officers present at the meeting do not 
recall any specific promise on the part of Mr. Burman that he would never 
again take a similar procession past the mosque, but they agree that the 
general impression which he gave them was that he would not do so. 

(ii) and ( b ) I have laid on the Library Table a copy of Mr. Burman's 
letter of the 18th October, 1942. I have not received from the District 
Magistrate a copy of any other letter from Mr. Burman, and I gather that 
it is ^the only one from him in this matter. 

45 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that Mr. Barman on behalf of the Hindu 
community and some representatives of the Muslim community were 
present at the time when the agreement was arrived at in the presence ol the 
Subdivisional Officer and the Subdivisional Police Officer that in future no 
processions with music will pass by the mosque? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When I went to Kishoreganj 
it was represented to me that there was such a written agreement, but I 
could not get any. A letter was written by Mr. Barman this year revealing 
the fact that last year a procession was taken outside prayer hours by the 
mosque and even for that Mr. Barman had to apologise. Therefore, the con- 
clusion was that they had agreed that at no time whatsoever, whether at the 
prayer time or not, no procession with music was allowed to pass by that 
mosque. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : In view of the statement just now 
made by the Chief Minister that Government officials came to the conclusion 
that such a verbal agreement was given by Mr. Barfnan why did the 
authorities allow the passing of a procession with music by that mosque in 
1942? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend is well aware of the 
fact that at first the Subdivisional Officer allowed the procession with music 
outside prayer hours but then it was represented to him that in the previous 
year there was an agreement that a procession would not pass with music at 
any time and on consideration of this fact and also of other facts the Sub- 
divisional Officer revoked the previous order and parsed a fresh order prohi- 
biting the procession with music at any time. Upon that order there was a 
representation to the District Magistrate by the Hindu M.L.A. and the 
leaders of the Hindu community and the District Magistrate ultimately sent 
a wire to the Subdivisional Officer sticking to his previous order and allowing 
the procession to pass by the mosque. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIM UDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps the Hon’ble Minister proposes to take against the District 
Magistrate for passing orders in contravention of the instructions laid down 
by Government in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice so that when 
I know the facts I may come to a decision. 

It appeared, however, on enquiry that the District Magistrate was at 
Mymensingh at about 9 or 9-30 p.m. when lie received the telegram of the 
Subdivisional Officer. His statement is that he thought that at that time it 
was not necessary to pass any order because by that time the procession must 
have passed iby the mosque. When he passed the first order asking the 
Subdivisional Officer to stick to the previous order he consulted the Superin- 
tendent of Police and they were both of opinion that it was not necessary to 
change the order that had already been passed. 
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DPi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, by way of throwing further light on the question asked by Sir 
Nazimuddin, if it is a fact that he is convinced that the District Magistrate 
did actually contravene the instructions issued by Government or if it is a 
fact that the District Magistrate concerned merely agreed with or approved 
of the action recomendmed by the local police and the local officials of the 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I went very thoroughly 
into the matter and having regard t6 all facts and circumstances I feel con- 
vinced that fhe District Magistrate did not act mala fide but acted bona 
fide — it might be, under a misapprehension or a mistake or he might have 
been more well advised to have looked into the matter more closely. He, 
however, consulted the Superintendent of Police and both of them were of 
opinion that the telegram sent by the District Magistrate should be adhered 
to. I feel that so far as facts are concerned no dishonest motive can be 
imputed to the District Magistrate. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
second wire of the District Magistrate to the Subdivisional Officer was that 
even after lie had met the representation pointing out the existence of the 
letters and the agreement, he insisted on allowing a procession with music 
before the mosque? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already said that the 
District Magistrate had received the wire of the Subdivisional Officer. As a 
matter of fact, the District Magistrate had before him the wire of the Sub- 
divisional Officer and the telegram of the M.L.A.’s and Hindu leaders. They 
were all before him and he discussed the matter with fhe Superintendent of 
Police and sent the telegram. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate had not even the courtesy 
to reply to the joint representation of the M.L.A’s.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a matter of opinion. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of taking steps with a view to reversing the effect of the order 
passed by the District Magistrate so that the agreement between the two 
communities already arrived at is not violated in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a request for action. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider it 
desirable to reverse the effect of the action of the order passed by the 
District Magistrate or to take steps so that the agreement between the 
communities arrived at before is not violated in future? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your question simply is this: does the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge consider it desirable to see that in future the agreement 
is ghjfen effect to. 
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Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point*of order, Sir. In reply to a 
question asked by Mr. Mahmood the Hon’ble Minister already said that he 
is not a^are of the actual existence of this So-called agreement although 
Mr. Mahmood specifically asked if in the presence of Mr. Burman, the 
former Subdivisional Officer, a sort of agreement was drawn up between 
certain members of the Hindu community and certain members of the 
Muslim community. On the face of this complete denial of' the existence of 
a so-called agreement, how does this question of action arise regarding giving 
effect to that agreement which the Chief Minister has said does* not exist? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite so. I allowed the Chief Minister to say many 
things because this is a question which arouses feeling. I wanted that I 
should not be a party to a thing which may further confuse the matter. But 
so far as I see from the answer, there is no mention whatsoever of any 
agreement. There is nothing to show that any actual agreement was entered 
into between the parties. All that is stated here is that there was an 
impression. The officers present at the meeting did not recall any specific 
promise on the part of Mr. Burman that he would never again take a similar 
procession past the mosque, hut they agreed that the general impression which 
he gave them was that he would not do so. Therefore there is no question 
of specific agreement between the parties. Therefore, 1 think that question 
strictly does not arise. 

Babu ASHUT08H LAHIRI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased, to 
state whether it is a fact that the Hindus used to take out processions as a 
customary right along that road in previous years, and that it was only in 
1941 that objection was taken by Maulvi Muhammad Israil on the day after 
the immersion ceremony took place? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tt is too long a question. 

Babu A8HUT0SH LAHIRI: My question is this : was it a customary 
right for Hindus to take out processions along that public way in previous 
years? Was it a fact that it was only in 1941 after the Desserah procession 
had passed off, Maulvi Muhammad Israil was the gentleman who first 
objected that Muslims’ prayer would be disturbed? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Lahiri, have you seen the answer? The answer 
is clear : “At a meeting at which the gentlemen mentioned by the honour- 
able member were present Mr. Burman expressed his regret at having taken 
the procession past the mosque the existence of which was unknown to him’*. 
Therefore, no question of custom of taking processions past the mosque does 
arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the action of the District Magistrate of Mymensingh did 
contravene any rule regarding the conduct of District Magistrates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no hard and fast rule 
laid down for the conduct of District Magistrates. They are expected as 
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responsible public servants to be able to exercise tlifcir judgment and 
discretion in these matters. There is no rule of conduct. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
various directions given by Government by the 1926 circular and subsequent 
circulars as to the manner in which these processions are to be permitted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, 1 am fully aware. 
The rule as summarised by Government is this: there shall be no music 
unless the custom is proved or unless there is an agreement. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the fact that the Hon’ble 
Minister lias no clear knowledge as to whether there is an agreement about 
the question of music before mosque, will lie consider the desirability of 
convening a conference of representatives of Hindus and Muslims of 
Kishoreganj and decide as to whether music before mosque should be banned 
altogether or should be allowed outside prayer hours? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware so far as 
the Hindus and Muslims are concerned they have now come to some kind of 
agreement and the Commissioner of the Division has recommended that in 
future processions past that mosque shall not go with music. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state if it is a fact that the Government circular of 1926 as well as Ihe 

% 

subsequent circulars mentioned by Sir Nazimuddin state that music before 
mosque may not be allowed it . 

Mr. SPEAKER. l)r. Sanyal, you are going into the contents of the 
circulais. I do not allow it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 want to ask one question about 
it. Whether according to those circulars music is to he stopped at all hours 
or at prayer hours only? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said I cannot allow it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I have not put my question. My 
question is this: whether Government circulars enjoin that music must be 
stopped at all hours or only at stated hours of prayer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have disallowed the question. 

(Maulvi Muhammad Israil rose to put supplementary.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am on my legs. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: It is Mr. Israil’s question and he 
should be allowed to put supplementaries. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. We are perhaps going to repeat some- 
thing of the nature which happened in Kishoreganj. Do you desire that in 
this House? I hope no one desires that. Dr. Sanyal, I am replying to you. 
You*wanted to know the contents of some circulars. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. The circulars have been men- 
tioned and certain points have been raised. I want to clarify so that no 
misunderstanding can arise. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: The circulars are there. I will not allow any more 
question on the circulars. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: They are confidential circulars. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Huq, are they confidential circulars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, not confidential. I 
was noi giving the contents but the substance of the circulars, but if the 
contents are to be discussed I must have notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a personal explanation, Sir. I do 
not like to create heat or feeling. All that I wanted was that there should be 
no misunderstanding due to only a small extract of the circular or circulars 
being placed, the morp vital extract being whether music should be allowed 
at all hours or only at stated hours. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The circulars are not confidential documents. If that 
is so, you can call for the circulars from the Hon’blc Minister in charge. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I rise by way of personal explana- 
tion. My name has been brought in the supplementary question by 
Mr. Ashutosh Lahiri. I want to put some supplementary questions to clear 
that position. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil cannot go on like that. The names of so many 
gentlemen have been mentioned in the question itself. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: No, Sir. Mr. Lahiri stated that only 
in the year 1941 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your name is in the question itself. Maulvi Muham- 
mad Israil is the gentleman, an honourable member of this House, 
who has put this question, and in the question itself his name appears like 
this “Will the Hon Tile Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Balm Kshitish Chandra Barman, n.c.s., Deputy Magistrate, expressed 
unqualified and unconditional regret for his unintentional act of playing 
music before the Shahecdy Mosque at Puranthana, Kishoreganj, in October, 
1941, and solemnly agreed not to play music before this mosque in future 
before Mr. S. Sen, i.e.s., the then Subdivisional Officer, Kishoreganj, 
Mr. Sadullah, i.r., the then Subdivisional Police Officer, Kishoreganj, 
Maulvi Muhammad Israil, m.l.a., and Khan Sahib Abdul Wadud Cliou- 
dhury.” Your name was already there. Therefore, no question of mention- 
ing your name in the supplementary question does arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL; Sir, may I be permitted to put only one 
supplementary question ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is aware of the fact that 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: On a point of order, Sir. If my honourable 
friend is permitted to put a supplementary question, may I also be allowed 
to put another question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is no point of order at all. Mr. Israil. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware of the fact that all the copies of licences of 
processions with music previous to 1942 were produced by the Circle Inspector 
of Police before the Subdivisional Officer and other gentlemen concerned, 
and that showed that music was invariably stopped in all processions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say from memory uhat 
were the documents. 

Relief to Burma evacuees. 

*234. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Home (Evacuees) Department he pleased to state — 

(/ ) tjje total amount allotted by Government during' 1942-43 out of 
the grant made by the Government of India to give relief to the 
Burma evacuees and destitute people belonging 1 to the Chittagong 1 
district ; 

(it) how much of this allotment has been spent up to date and in what 
shape; 

(in) how many applications were received from such evacuees during 
1942-43; 

(ir) how many of them were enquired into; 

(r) in how many cases the relief or advance was given; 

(?•/) how many applications were rejected after enquiry; 

(r?t) how many are still pending for enquiry; 

(rin) how many were enquired into but payment has not yet been made; 
and 

(i,r) whether the allotment made by the District Magistrate for each 
police-station has been fully distributed? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (/.r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing — 

(/) the names of the officers entrusted with the distribution ; 

(it) the amount allotted to them ; 

(Hi) the amount distributed up to date ; and 
(iv) thfe balance still in hand? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The preparation of a detailed 
statement will be impossible without an expenditure of time and labour which 
will be entirely disproportionate and which I am not prepared to inflict on 
my efficers. 
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Or. NALINAK8WA 8AHYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
great dissatisfaction exists because 'of the discriminatory treatment against 
the Indian evacuees and in favour of Anglo-Burman and other evacuees? 

The Hon’fcle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am aware of the fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what action the Government of Bengal has taken to remove this draw- 
back and to set right the discrimination that is still being pursued in the 
matter of relief to the evacuees from Burma as between Indians and Indians 
and between Indians and Anglo-Burmas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the present question is one 
of discrimination, but the original question is one of details. , Probably the 
idea was to deduce from these details the conclusion to which my friend 
refers. It is not my department, it does not concern me but I will look into 
the matter. I think the case is now much better. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the total amount allotted for the purpose and 
what amount has been spent? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, I cannot give details. 

Realisation of audit cess by certificate procedure in Coalundo subdivision. 

*235. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Po-operative Credit and Kural Indebtedness Department aware 
of the fact — 

</) that acnte distress prevails in the subdivision of Goalundo due to 
the failure of crops; 

(//) that relief measures have been undertaken by the Government in 
the shape of — 

(1) agricultural loan, 

(2) gratuitous relief, and 
(t\) test relief; and 

[Hi. that the jieople are experiencing hardship by being enforced to 
pay audit cess which is being realised by means of certificate 
procedure ? 

(b) Is tie Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the realisation of 
audit cess was neglected in the past and as such there have been heavy 
accumulations ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Master 
considering the desirability of writing off the dues of audit cess referred 
to in (6) * 

{ d ) Arc the Government also considering the desirability of withdrawing 
certificate cases for the present during this distress? 
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MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and AURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

tfaahem Ali Khan): (a) d) There is distress in the subdivision. 

(it) Yes. 

(lit) and (</) Execution of all pending certificate cases (15 in number) haa 
been kept in abeyance until the next harvest. 

(b) Collection of audit cess was not neglected but there is also a general 
mentality not to pay. There has been heavy accumulation. 

(r) The question of i emission of aireur audit cess in deserving cases is 
under consideration. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the period of time by which is 
expected the completion of the consideration of passing orders in deserving 
cases? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No. 1 

cannot give any definite time. 

Mr. ^AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state it the arrear of cess includes in many cases nrrear for 10 years? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I cannot say 

that. 

* Distress in Burdw&n district. 

*236. Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: (a) Will the Ilon’bJe Minister in charge 
of the IN j \enue Department he pleased to state whether he has received a 
petition sent to him on the Kith November, DM2, on behalf of the people 
of Bunlwai. regaining the present distress prevailing in the district? 

i h ; 11 mi. will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a 
copy of it r " 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whal steps, if any, have been taken in the matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) Yes. 

(h) A copy is laid on the Library Table. 

(c) The petition contains prayers which concern more than one depart- 
ment of Government. These have been forwarded to the departments 
concerned for taking necessary action. So far as lievenue Department ia 
concerned, the following relief measures have been taken 

Rs. 

Agricultural loans ••• 90,000 

Gratuitous relief • •• 10,397 

Grant for rebuilding of houses damaged or destroyed 

by flood ••• 6,908 
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Relief measures m oertain cyclone affected areas of Midnapore. 

*237. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the people 
of the cyclone and flood affected areas of Contai and Tamluk subdivisions 
are getting adequate supply of paddy, rice, fodder and materials (such as 
straw, bamboo, rope*, etc.) for construction of houses? 

( b ) [f the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Government in the 
matter? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of opening 
supply centres at important places of the affected areas for the supply of 
materials at moderate prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) It is not possible 
in the present state of supplies in the Province for people of the affected 
area to get adequate supply, but they are getting as much as the circum- 
stances permit. 

(6) Government have been supplying from the less affected rreas of 
Midnapore and from other areas as much rice and paddy as they can. 
There is yet cot much dearth of straw for cattle in areas where cattla have 
survived in numbers. All possible steps are being taken to help people to 
get their house-building materials but the supply is limited and the difficulty 
of transport acute. 

(c) Yifl, so far as rice for workers engaged in the test relief and 
embankment iepairs is concerned. Supply of house-building materials at 
moderate ] trices is also being attempted. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

8upply of Civil List to members of the Legislature. 

71. Khan Sahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to state 
whether members of the Legislature are at present supplied with copies of 
Bengal Civil List? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to supply Bengal Civil Lists to the 
members of this Legislature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (c) No. 

(b) The Bengal Civil List has been classified as a document for official 
use only for the duration of the war. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the number of copies that were printed previously and the 
number of copies that have been printed this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not possible for Government to supply at least one of the two 
half-yearly copies to the members? We had been yetting both the issues 
before. But if it is not possible for war economic reasons to provide both 
the July and the January copies, will the Government consider the 
desirability of supplying at least one of the two? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think it is being supplied. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No. it is discontinued. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think that can be done. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what he means by “official use" and whether members of the 
Legislature are not part of the Government under the Government of India 
Act? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Expenditure incurred for A.R.P. measures in Bengal. 

72. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (a) Will the Hon’bie Minisfe! 
in charge of the Home Dciwrtment be pleased to state the total amount of 
money — 

(1) sanctioned and 

(2) spent 

for A.R.P. measures for — 

(1> Calcutta, 

(2) Suburbs, and 

(3) mufassal 

of Bengal from April up to the 31st August, 1942. 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the present 
conditions of slit trenches in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)(1) Rs. 2, 69, 00, 00() and 

(2) Rs. 64, 31, 546, for A.R.P. measures for (1) Calcutta, (2) suburbs and 

(3) mufassal together, as separate figures for each area are not available. 

( b ) Fairly satisfactory. Arrangements have been made to maintain the 
slit trenches and keep them clean though admittedly this is a matter of 
great difficulty. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why separate figures for Calcutta and subuibs and mufassal areas 
cannot be available? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer it at present. 
I take it as a notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether separate accounts are kept for these cases, I mean for the 
A.R.P. expenses for Calcutta and suburbs and mufassal areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? 
We have had replies from the Hon’ble Ministers concerned to a series of 
supplementary questions to the effect that they would ask 1'or notice or that 
they would supply information later on. Tender the rules it is incumbent 
on the honourable members putting supplementary questions to write out 
that notice if the Hon’ble Minister concerned wants it and the onus of send- 
ing' a fresh notice devolves on the member himself. But when the Minister 
concerned due to his want of sufficient details in the file requires further 
information to be placed before the House, I would submit that either your 
department be asked to collect such notices and send to him straightway or 
the Minister himself may send some representative. Otherwise, so many 
things get accumulated that it is very difficult for the members to get the 
information. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will look into it. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what arrangements have been made to maintain the slit tienches and 
to keep them regularly cleaned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say offhand. I must 
ask for notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, I)r. Sanyal has explained the 
whole thing. This question was put last year before August, that is, about 
eight or nine months back. It is regrettable that even after nine months the 
Hon'ble Minister gives answers like this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot discuss it. I quite see the force of your 
argument that you are aggrieved, but this is not the proper occasion to 
criticise the conduct of the Ministers. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any arrangements have been made for keeping the para- 
bolic shelters clean and in proper condition? And, if so, what arrangements 
have been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a matter of detail. I 
cannot say offhand. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I want to know what arrange- 
ments have been made? 
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TIM Htn’M* Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BABD: T will answer this question 
in course of my reply to the cut motion moved by my honourable friend Sir 
Henry Birkmyre. 

Appointment of Sub- Inspectors of Police from the Chittagong Division. 

73. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing — 

(?) the total number of Sub-Inspectors of Police appointed from the 

Chittagong Division from 19*38 to 1942; and 

(ii) the number of them tliat are— 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

(/;) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Communal 
Ratio Rule has been observed with regard to those appointments? 

(e) M not, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state the reason there- 
for ? 

( (1 ) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps so 
that the same may be followed in the case of future appointments? 

'The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( a) A statement is loud on the 
Table. 

(b) Yes, but the ratio is applied on a provincial basis. 

(r) and (rf) Do not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 73. 


Year. 

Promoted 
from the 
rank of 
Assistant 
Sub- 

Inspectors. 

Recruited 
from out- 
siders. 

Total. 

Muslims. 

Non- 
Mushms 
other than 
Scheduled 
Castes. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

1938 

2 

4 

6 

5 

1 

Nd 

1939 

6 

4 

10 

5 

6 ! 

Nil 

1940 

5 

5 

10 

7 

5 

Nil 

1941 

6 

7 

13 

7 

5 

1 

1942 

4 

9 

13 

8 

4 

1 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is in a position to say if any Scheduled Caste candidates 
applied for appointments made during the years 1938, 1939 and 1940? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I can’t say without notice. 
There must have ibeen applications. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, I want to know . 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has said that he cannot say 
without notice. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say hoiv many applications were made in 1941-42 from Scheduled 
Castes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say without notice. 
Application for leave of absence. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly do permit Dr. Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., Khan 
Bahadur, representing Nadia (West) Muhammadan Constituency, to be 
absent for the period from the 15th September, 1942, to the end of the session 
for which he finds that he is unable to attend meetings of the Assembly. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege. I 
have objection to this. 

Sir, we draw Its. 150 per month as emoluments and not as pension. Sir 
Azizul Haque has got a permanent salaried job in London in the continent 
of Europe- 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are opposing this? 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you want to deliver a speech opposing this motion ? 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But up till now' there has been no such precedent. 
Still I think that if you have got objection, you can ventilate it. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Sir, he has got a salaried job in London 
in the continent of Europe — he is not even in our continent, he is in a 
different continent altogether. This money is quite unearned money and 
how can he expect it? How can we allow* it? No man of conscience can 
claim such money and I think it is a clear case of cheating. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t use the word “cheating”. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: The gentleman who has tabled the 
motion is also guilty of abetment. I should say no law's allow it — neither 
the British law nor the Muslim law' allows it. I think it is haram to take 
such money. So, I seriously object to it. Sir, I would request that you 
would be good enough to thrash out the matter in the Committee of 
Privileges. t 
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Mr. 8PEAKER : That is a different matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, with your permission I should 
like to ventilate my point of view. • I know that a law has been passed allow- 
ing Government servants to take part in the proceedings of Legislatures, but 
the intention primarily was to assist army officers when they were in 
different parts of England and Scotland to be able to go and take part in the 
debates of the House of Commons in London. But here this is a ease in 
which our honourable colleague is perhaps drawing the salary from the 
Assembly. The Hon’ble Home Minister may be able to tell us whether he is 
doing it or not. It may be legally correct, but I doubt if it is fair to take 
shelter under this law. A man in London cannot even come back to India 
unless and until facilities are provided for him by the military. He has 
crossed two oceans and a distance of about 6,000 miles. He has come here 
officially and he is a guest of His Excellency the Governor-General. He may 
come and sit here for a minute just to satisfy the legal necessity and then 
go out. 

Sir, our friend the Coal Stowing Officer is also taking advantage of this 
position, but I have no objection to it in any event because being in Calcutta 
he is abje to come and help us in our deliberations. But in the case of the 
other honourable member who is a very respected person and a friend of mine, 
I feel that he should either retain his job in London or give it up, come back 
and sit amongst us — he may get a High Court chair perhaps — but that 
requires his decision primarily. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I should like to know, 
Sir, whether a person holding an office of profit under the Crown can . at the 
same time continue to be a member of this House for such a long time and 
draw salaries from both the places. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as the present motion is concerned, we are not 
here to decide whether he is eligible to be a member of this House or not; but 
the question is whether he should be allowed leave of absence so that he may 
continue to be a member of this House. It is open to the House not to grant 
him the neces*ary permission to be absent and it is also open to the House 
to grant him the leave of absence for which a motion is now before the House. 
But when an objection has now been raised to granting him leave of absence, 
the only course open to me is that I should put the motion to vote. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it is the parliamentary conven- 
tion that if a motion of leave of absence is placed before the House, it is 
granted as a matter of course; and therefore I did not expect that objection 
would be raised. But when an objection has been raised on fundamental 
grounds I may tell you, Sir, that as High Commissioner Sir Azissul Haque 
has been allowed to retain his seat in this House so long. The point has been 
very lucidly dealt with by Mr. Abdur llahman Siddiqi and it is not for me 
to go further into the same subject. I would therefore ask you, Sir, to hold 
this question in abeyance till the next day or some other day so that there 
mayr be a unanimous agreement arrived at in the meantime on this question. 
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I would neither like to withdraw the motion nor to press it to vote today, for 
in that case we would be setting up an unwholesome precedent and before 
we set up such a precedent we must consider the question from all points of 
view. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you ask for withdrawal of the motion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* No, Sir, I ask for your kind 
consent to keep it in abeyance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER" But the position is this: the matter is now before the 
House and if the House desires that it should be held over, certainly it can 
be held over. 

I should like to know from the House whether it is generally agreed that 
this matter should stand over till the next working day. 

(No objection was raised from any side of the House.) 

The question is held over till the next working day. 

Point of Privilege. 

Dr. NALItf AK8HA SANYAL: May I rise to a question of privilege, 
Sir? On the 2‘lrd March, I drew the attention of the Hon* bit* the Chief 
and the Home Minister and of this House to the fact that Mr . Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal, Whip of the Congress Parliamentary Party of Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu, was lying seriously ill at Berhampore and has been removed 
to the Hospital. I was assured that telegraphic instructions would be issued 
by Government for his proper treatment. But today is the 27th, Sir, and 
I do not know whether Government have got any reply, and also whether 
any telegram was sent at all. I have got information that no telegram has 
been sent so far although the Chief Minister assured me that lie will instruct 
his office to that effect. The condition of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal has 
grown worse and I would like to know what the Government propose to do 
now. I hope Government will make an early announcement on this matter; 
otherwise, I should like to move a privilege motion. His condition is at 
present causing grave anxiety and I believe Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu has 
received a communication and is in a position to enlighten us about the 
present condition of his health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: You know quite well 
that I cannot do anything. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I gave the necessary 
orders but looking into the papers I find that somehow or other the Govern- 
ment order was delayed for two days by office. Then a telegraphic message 
waB sent but I do not know what has happened. But if the facts are as has 
been stated by my friend, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, arrangements will be made 
to bring down Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal to Calcutta, 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : Will you allow me to go personally to 
Berhampore immediately to see the patient and obtain firsthand knowledge 
as to. what is the present state of his health so that I can report the matter 
on fifotadav? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, I shall certainly allow 
him to do that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL! Thank you, Sir. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

63— Extraordinary charges in India. 

[The debate on the motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Sautosh Kumar Basu for 
grant under the head “(i-3 — Extraordinary charges in India” was then 
resumed.] 

Mrs. NELLIE 8EN»GUPTA! Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to draw your 
attention and the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to the deplor- 
able state of the evacuees from Burma. I am particularly interested in 
Chittagong. At present there is no adequate arrangement for quick disposal 
of applications of these evacuees. Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, you will be 
. surprised to hear that in Chittagong there are almost 40,000 applications 
pending in the office of the Special Officer and unattended to. People who 
have sent applications six months ago are still waiting for replies. There is 
a general and genuine grievance against the present Special Officer in charge 
of these things in Calcutta. Applicants do not meet with the same courtesy, 
kindness and quirk attendance that they used to get from the former officer 
and his assistant in charge. Applicants are driven out without any reply to 
their questions, and I am sorry to say that it is only those people who have 
had lucrative business or property in Burma and money and w r ho can 
institute an agitation or start agitation get a hearing. Sir, this is a very sad 
state of affairs and I hope that something will be done in this matter 
immediately. Would it not be desirable to put some of these evacuees in 
the office of Evacuation? These men can have sympathy with their fellow 
sufferers and they also may know the condition of the families of the 
evacuees in Burma in dealing with these matters. 

Another thing that I would state is that unemployment of these people 
is a \^ery great problem and surely some of them might be suitably employed. 
There is another matter also. Many of these people from Burma have been 
away from Chittagong for years, their homesteads, their dwellings, if they 
exist at all, are absolutely unfit for habitation today. Would it not be 
possible for Government to advance building loans to these people so that 
they might build or repair houses for their accommodation. Sir, rains are 
coining soon, and rains in Chittagong are by no means light. We all know 
that Chittagong has gone through very bad times. There has been bombing 
in that area and I do hope that something will be done to relieve the terrible 
conditions of these evacuees from Burma. 

46 - 
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Mr. H. I. 9UMRAWARQY: Sir, I, on behalf oTtheMuslm League 

Party, would like to support Mrs. Sen-Gupta’s appeal to the Government to 
consider the condition of Indians who are evacuees, as well as those who are 
in the occupied zones. This may be the province and the responsibility of 
His Majesty’s Government or of the Government of India, but the most 
proximate responsibility also falls on this Government. We would respect- 
fully urge this Government to use all its influence and place all its resources 
at the disposal of these unfortunate people of Chittagong as well as of those 
in the occupied zones. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Mr. Speaker, may I rise, Sir, to give expression 
to ray deep feelings of indignation at the bungling up of Civil Defence 
administration — the administration responsible for the lives of millions of 
our countrymen? 

The injustices and oppressions committed in the A.R.P. and Civil Defence 
services exceeded all limits of our patience. The Muslims of Bengal and the 
Scheduled Caste communities in th^ir dismay sent a memorial to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Council of Action formed 
to deal with this most vital matter concerning our interests. The memorial 
was also released to the press by Mr. Nurul Huda, Secretary of the Council 
of Action, but the Government of Bengal or its blessed department of 
Publicity did never dare contradict any of its allegations all of which are 
most serious charges levelled against the department. May I also recall the 
memorable speech delivered by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy in the Assembly last 
session when this Government most shamelessly had to admit that the ratio 
of the Mussulmans is very insignificant in these departments? From this 
it is now evident that this Government is deliberately depriving the 
Mussulmans and also the Scheduled Castes of their legitimate share. Crores 
of rupees are spent in these departments without any definite programme of 
scheme. Favouritism is shown very liberally in these departments. Merit 
and academic qualifications are mercilessly ignored. 

In Calcutta under the Deputy Controller there are as many as (I responsible 
posts and Khan Bahadur Samsuddoha, Commander, House Protection Fire 
Service, was the only Mussalman who had the privilege of occupying one of 
these posts. This Muslim gentleman established his reputation as a member 
of the Imperial Police Service and also in this department he discharged his 
responsibility with credit. Far from appreciating his meritorious services 
so long rendered he has been removed from the post for the reasons best 
known to the Ministry. This gentleman did his level best to maintain 
communal ratio in matter of appointments. Was it a crime in the eyes of 
this Ministry at whoso hands Muslim interests have been so long jeopardised 
and so the severest penalty has been awarded to this Muslim officer? 

Post Raid Information Service is a newly created department precisely 
known as Civil Defence Information Department. This department in my 
opinion is absolutely useless and Government has no justification whatsoever 
in spending public money for this sort of department. In co-operation with 
the local police, A.R.P. and Civic Guard organisations could do the same 
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work in addition to their duties for which this new department is established. 
Moreover this sort of department if at all required the public co-operation 
and confidence is most essential for a smooth work. But, alas, the Calcutta 
public has lost all its confidence in this department for its different activities 
since its inception. 

A Government permanent official is in charge of this department. This 
gentleman has already gained bad reputation wherever he has worked and 
hence he should not have been given charge of such important department. 
While he was posted in Brahmanbaria a case was filed against him in the 
court of the Additional District Magistrate, Tippera. One Sliahjehan, son 
of Maulvi Ali Ahmad Khan of Brahmanbaria, was the complainant of this 
case. Many filthy things came out in connection with this case though the 
case was later on compromised. 

Serious charges are being made against the authority of this department 
mainly against the Officer-in-charge and the Deputy Officer-in-charge of 
administration. 

All the posts, namely. Administrative Officer, Sub-Area Supervisors, 
Lady Information Officers, Clerks and even the post of cycle messengers were 
advertised duly in the local newspapers — excepting of course Muslim papers 
— mentioning their monthly salaries of the respective posts excepting the 
Deputy Officer-in-charge of administration, Deputy Officer-in-charge of 
training and the Lady Offieer-iii-charge. 

The Deputy Officer-in-charge of administration, whose academic quali- 
fications are even less than some of the cycle messengers, has passed l.A. 
Examination after several chances in the third division. He was a football 
player. It is understood be was known to the Officer-in-charge from his very 
young age. His appointment in such a responsible post has surprised the 
subordinates in the department whereas competent and highly qualified 
gentleman such as Mr. Siddiqui Khan, Professor of Rangoon University, 
and many others like him are working there most reluctantly. 

Mr. Rashid Ahmad Choudhury, b.a., popularly known as Bulbul 
Choudhurv, was appointed as Administrative Officer since the inception of 
the department. He is an important artist in the province. From the 
beginning he differed with the Officer-in-charge for his reckless and unreason- 
able appointment and such other things. I understand that with the 
assistance of the members of the O.F.A. and C.C.C., two respective dance 
and music clubs in Calcutta, he was organising a dance aud music show in 
aid of the cyclone sufferers of the Midnapore and 24-Parganas at the request 
of his bosses. I have got official document in my possession where I find the 
officers working under these Ministers perhaps with their consent take dance 
and music performances as the routine work of the department. There was 
a difference of opinion with Mr. Bulbul, the Officer-in-charge aud the Deputy 
Officer-in-charge of the administration. The Officer-in-charge was the 
president of the dance show committee. The difference of opinion which 
turned worse are ali about matters which for the sake of decency I do n<rt 
like to mention. The show was suddenly stopped after two months rehearsal 
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on •the plea that Midnapore people are rebellious and they should not be 
helped by the Officer-in-charge and the Deputy Officer-in-charge of the 
administration. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

Sir, may I have a few minutes more? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry. Today we have got to finish. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: I will only conclude, Sir. 

1 challenge the above facts. We cannot but pity these unfortunate 
self-seeking Ministers under whom officers like these are in charge of this 
sort of department and the administrations are going on in the above ways 
and the public money is being wasted like this. We refuse to allow public 
money to be misused. 

8ir HARI 8ANKER PAUL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak a few 
words about the present system of distribution and sale of foodstuffs through 
shops selected to supply them at Government controlled rates in different 
areas in the city. As a District Commandant of the Jorabagan area I have 
had occasions to watch the activities of these shops as well as the people 
receiving supplies through them. What has struck to be extremely 
unfortunate is that they have not been able to get relief to the extent they 
weie expected to do when the system was introduced. After a trial being 
given to the system to work it has been weighed and found wanting. 
Absolute honesty and integrity both on the part of those in charge of the 
supplies as well as those receiving them have been found to be lacking 
defeating the very object of introducing the system. The queue system has 
not appealed to me, for evident reasons, to be working successfully. A great 
drawback of the system is that the interest of the people of the locality in 
which such a shop is located is not sufficiently protected and people 
particularly goondas and undesirable elements from other localities even 
from distant areas outside the city are often found to be crowding the queues 
and struggling for vantage positions and finally predominating much at the 
cost of the milder section. Thus the local needs do not seem to be efficiently 
served. Then again I have seen people in the queue receiving supplies and 
collecting them selling the same afterwards in the black market creating a 
situation which is simply intolerable. It is a constant occurrence that 
supplies get exhausted long before even a considerable portion of the line is 
served and the rest although waiting long in high expectations have to go 
back sorely disappointed and disgusted. Sun-strokes and other accidents 
amongst these unfortunate waiters are growing in number. The needy midd ] e 
class section, again, does not get any benefit primarily because they cannot 
stand in the queue for want of time having to attend to their office duty or 
business and also for their prestige, and their womenfolk certainly cannot 
come out for receiving supplies. In fact, this queue system has proved an 
absolute failure and it is not for me to lay the blame on any particular body 
or individual in this connection. 
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,, L These shops again are not provided with regular and sufficient supplies 
to meet the requirements of the locality, the extent of which has not been 
properly ascertained before. It goes without saying that in any system of 
distribution and sale of food-grains the primary factor that can make it work 
successfully is this question of sufficient and regular supply. 

In the light of my personal experience my suggestion is the doing away 
with tins queue system. Particular shops should be selected or appointed for 
serving the particular area in a locality. The zonal system I advocate and 
in my opinion this will very greatly facilitate the work of efficient and 
effective distribution and sale of food-grains. In the locality where such 
shops will be selected the families therein either in buster* or in houses 
should be categorically noted and according to the number of members in 
those families identity cards may be issued to them and supplies may be had 
b> production of those cards in which the respective (juntas may be catered. 
Of course a rateable reduction should be effected in the supplies to be made 
to a paificular family according to the extent of benefit their members will 
be receiving, if at all. from their offices or other sources. The food rationing 
sj stem also with all its pieliminaries will, it introduced, greatly relieve the 
present distress and I understand some such system is under consideration of 
the Government. Let us hope that prompt action and some sort of immediate 
measure will be taken by the Government to ensure an immediate improve- 
ment in the situation in this respect and there is no time to plan and scheme 
a .t leisure when people are almost gone off their head in their strenuous 
efforts to procure their means of sustenance. The quality and quantity of 
output of labour has been rapidly deteriorating in every sphere of business 
life in the province and I strongly urge the Government to take immediate 
and necessary action to avoid worse developments. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to say a few words on 
the motion moved by Mr. Hamilton regarding black markets. I would like 
to draw the attention of the Hon 'hie Minister to the fact that previously we 
held a conference to discuss the food problems of the province, but it ended 
practically in nothing. Everywhere, in cities in towns and in the mufassil 
there are numerous orders for control of prices and supplies, but these are 
obeyed more in breach than in observance. I pointed out these things and 
wrote to the Hon ’hie Minister and told him that these things should be 
effectively controlled, but to my utter misfortune I did not get any reply, 
nor has any action been taken. In my district last year there was practically 
no crop. In normal times even Pabna is a deficit district, but even in that 
place Government has not taken any action to bring foodstuffs either from 
the neighbouring districts or from any other place. Several correspondences' 
were made with the Government and the other day I put a question to the 
Hon’ble Minister whether boats are being detained in Assam with paddy and 
rice. The Hon’ble Minister could not repl£ but be assured me that he would 
be pleased to enquire about the matter. A large number of boats are there, 
and merchants going to other districts, namely, Dinajpur, Malda and 
Rangpur for rice and paddy are not allowed by the local District Magistrates 
to' purchase the same and bring it to the district of Pabna. Th* imumt 
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District Magistrate is practically callous over the situation and I am very 
aorry to say that the little attention which he pays is only for the towns and 
iiot for the mufassil where the people are really suffering. The mode of 
supply to the customer in the control shops is a painful scenery. No control 
shops have got, we understand, sufficient stock; even half or one-fourth of 
that stock is not sold to the poor consumer. Only a portion of it is sold in 
a dilatory process to the consumer and for the most part is sold by the back- 
door and hepce there is a black market. Hoarding and speculation is not 
an offence in normal times, but at a time when food-grains are not available 
readily at every place Government should have taken precautions that the 
ordinances might not be enforced at the cost of the poor people. Sir, we are 
supporting the Government all along with the hope that Government will 
take proper measures and proper care to do away with these difficulties. 
Next year there is a gloomy prospect as the cultivators have not yet got their 
seeds ^though we are crying loudly for the supply of seeds even from the 
month of l\>us. The sowing season has already begun, but the cultivators 
are not getting seeds either of the aus or the avum crop and we do not know 
what will be the state in the province if they cannot find seeds to sow their 
lands now. I therefore want that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge and the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister will clearly let us know what they have decided ; 
otherwise I warn them that it will not be possible for us to support them. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall not detain 
the House for more than one minute. Unfortunately the Hon’ble Home 
Minister does not happen to be present, but I expect that his colleagues will 
convey to him two points that I want information upon. The first thing is 
that Government appointed a Jail Industries Enquiry Committee of which I 
happened to he the unfortunate Chairman. Money was spent 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That matter will come up later. We are now* discuss- 
ing “'Extraordinary charges’'. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I am sorry; I withdraw. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to say a few words 
on cut motion No. Id which # was moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Hamilton yesterday. 

I would like in the first instance to make it quite clear that this cut 
motion is not a condemnation of the new Food Minister who has just taken 
over his new portfolio; it is a condemnation, Sir, of black markets and 
speculation which are depriving the people of their food and a condemnation 
of a Ministry which has done nothing to stop it. 

Sir, we are not condemning tfte cultivator for holding on to his paddy, for 
his confidence has been lost and Government actions and statements, past and 
’ present, hftve tended more to increase that loss of confidence than to restore 
it. Moreover he know r s perfectly well that if he parts with his paddy it will 
go into the hand* of the hoarder and the higher prices which will be obtained 
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will not, in any way, go to benefit him. His confidence, i.e ., the confidence 
of the cultivator, Sir, must be restored. And that can only be done by 
propaganda and persuasion. So far we have had no evidence of any such 
efforts being made in that direction. This problem. Sir, has not come upon 
us suddenly out of the night but has been brought about by the persistent 
failure of the Ministry and it is at present constituted to take any effective 
action or indeed any action at all against those social lepers who are rapidly 
driving the country to a state of desperation. Their weak and vacillating 
action torn between the support of this party and that party, of this 
individual and that individual has only aided and abetted the speculator and 
the hoarder, and these anti-social elements cannot be rooted out unless a 
change is brought about rapidly and a very radical change at that. 

We know that this problem — the problem cheated by black markets and 
speculation — is not one which is peculiar to this province nor peculiar to 
India but has affected every country which has had imposed upon it the 
abnormal conditions of war economy. Strong measures and. prompt measures 
are essential if this problem is to be solved, and the performance of this 
Ministry in the past many months has given us no confidence whatsoever 
that it Ts capable of mobilising the opinion of the country behind it to the 
extent of taking effective measures to put matters right. We shall probably 
hear the argument that the punishment of speculators will only tend to 
drive stocks underground and stop the normal flow of trade in the province. 
That argument, Sir, we believe, to be unsound. In actual fact that result 
has already been achieved by the policy of appeasement which this Govern- 
ment has followed The fact that this Government has been compelled to 
arrange for import of rice from other provinces is the direct result of that 
polic\ of appeasement. It is not correct that legitimate trade will be stopped 
if illegitimate trade is punished, and we do not believe that the worst offenders 
caunot be traced. 

Sir, black markets and speculation cannot be ended by a few Secretariat 
measures, a few' Government promises or a few' mild warnings. These have 
been ineffective and have always plunged us deeper in the mire. 

We, Sir, have therefore no alternative hut to condemn and condemn 
roundly a Ministry which obsessed by other and less worthy activities have 
failed to exert themselves in this most fundamental of all difficulties. We 
shall probably be told — and I expect to be told — that my remarks are entirely 
uneonstructiye and destructive and completely lacking in detailed measures 
and suggestions. Rut the time for that. Sir, is past, we have from this side 
of the House made these suggestions in the past but there was no result. We, 
Sir, are actuated by no personal animosity in condemning the Government 
for its failure to deal with black markets and speculators who are depriving 
the people of their food. We have no personal animosity against any 
member of the Ministry. I like the Hon’bw Chief Minister personally and 
I like many of his colleagues. But w’e must condemn the present state of 
affairs and condemn it as strongly as we can. We — seek no political 
advantage nor, as this House knows very well, do we seek office, but we do 
•eek the establishment of a stronger, cleaner and healthier administration 
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with the moral support of the country behind it and capable of putting an 
end to the present serious state of affairs. 

I* 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. 8PEAKER:' How long will you take? 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Sir, I will take five minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I will give you three minutes. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: All right, Sir 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, dealing with the motion “Failure to deal with black 
markets and speculation in and hoarding of foodstuffs” I must at the outset 
say that the Hou’ble Minister, the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca who was in 
charge of the Department of Food Supplies is not only responsible but aided 
and abetted these offenders by his utter ignorance and neglect to check up 
where the bulk of the controlled quota found their way. 

You cannot make a success of Self-Government by placing incompetent 
men in responsible places drawing big salaries and expect the I.C.S. officials 
to do the work by thinking out plans for you. (Cries of “Hear, heal” from 
the Opposition Benches.) If the plan goes wrong, wdio is to blame — the 
Minister or the I.C.S. official? If you want the game, you must take the 
blame. You cannot have it both ways. 

Now, let us deal with the most important item, rice, the staple food of 
the Bengalis. The Calcutta scheme is that the cheapest quality should seil 
at 4 annas 3 pies per seer or Rs. 10-12 per maund while the market price runs 
up to 7 annas per seer or Rs. 17-8 per maund, and 2 seers or a seer is 
distributed to any person who queues up. Did the Nawab Sahib expect by 
controlling the price of 25 per cent, of the rice imported into Calcutta to 
bring down the price of the 75 per cent.? Well, if he did so it would be 
like restoring the position of our currency by suggesting to the Government 
that if Banks issued a certain amount of sovereigns to the public at Rs. 15 
the price of gold w^ould fall. The allotment made regarding the control of 
rice was done by an I.C.S. Controller. His (the Naw^ab’s) duty was to see 
that 25 per cent. w r as actually distributed and did not find its way to the 
black market. What is the black market? The black market is said to be 
where a great portion, if not the greater portion, of the controlled stuff finds 
its way and where contractors purchase to supply agents of tea gardens and 
factories for their coolies and also to stevedores for Captains of ships for the 
use of Indian crew\ A few bags removed from control shop here and there 
and reported or not reported by the police, the Civic Guard or the A.R.P. 
officers did not constitute the black market. What steps were taken by the 
Minister to stop the leakage? None whatever! What proof have you that 
25 per cent, of the rice was distributed to control shops? None whatever! 
We cannot strain at gnats and swallow camels. (Cries of “Hear, hear, from 
Opposition Benches.) If the poor are to be given charity, then issue cash 
coupons to them at 4 annas 3 pies, sell this quality of rice everywhere at a 
uniform rate and the rice will flow in. Your coupons should just cover the 
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number of seers you wish to give away monthly at 4 annas and 3 pies. The 
coupons can later be cashed and accounts adjusted. Surely in demanding 
Self-Government we do not want a Government of the people for foote, for 
we are not all fools. (Laughter.) Let us form a new Government of the 
united people taking the best brains of the Hindus, the Scheduled Castes, 
the Muslims and the British. We will certainly want the best in our 
present Cabinet (cries of “Hear, hear") — man like the Hon'ble Mr. P. N. 
Banerjee who at this critical moment is put in charge of this department — 
what greater compliment could the Premier have paid him? (Applause and 
cheers.) 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY. Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the other day I 
made the position — at least I tried to make the position — of our party 
perfectly clear in this House. Sir, we are not satisfied with this Cabinet — 
we think that the food question has been bungled. Bui, we do not approve 
of the vote of censure as a method for the reshuffling of this Ministry. As 
I said, Mr. Speaker (interruptions from the Muslim League benches) — I beg 
of the Muslim League Party to allow me to proceed. 1 do not mind inter- 
ruptions, but today 1 hope they will allow me to proceed uninterrupted. 

I was going to say. Sir, as 1 said the other day, we are for a Cabinet 
consisting of all parties who are prepared to work this constitution, and we 
are quite prepared to give our blessings to such a Ministry and 1 may also 
say with humility that in this House the blessings of our party are not 
without value. 

Therefore, Sir, in the present cnAmstanees though we think that the 
Ministry should be reshuffled, we do not think that the vote of censure is the 
correct method. I want to put one question to the European Bloc and also 
to Sir Nazimuddin: I do not know what is going to be the result of the 
voting, but supposing the vote of censure is passed, what do they expect will 
happen? Sir Nazimuddin will be the Chief Minister and’ I believe 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy will be the Food Minister. Sir, immediately fresh 
trouble will begin. What will happen is this: there will again be lobbying, 
there will be again canvassing and the Ministry of Sir' Nazimuddin will find 
all its time taken up (cries of “No”, “no” from the Muslim League benches) 
— I am sure it will — in maintaining themselves in power. 

It is not a question of maintaining the Ministers in office. That is not 
the way the present problems of the country and the present problems will be 
solvd. I would also ask the Chief Minister one question. I want to ask 
nim how long will he go on in this fashion? It is much better for 
Mr. Fazlul Huq to adopt a bold policy. If it is a fact that he is being 
frustrated in his attempts to do his duty by the civil servants, he must 
place all the facts before us on the floor of the House and take the House 
in his confidence; and if he then finds that he does not get the support of the 
majority he will go out, but he will go out with all the glory that will be 
his due. 

Sir. I was a little surprised to find that the European Bloc is supporting 
the censure motion. So far as I know and so far as every Indian knows. 
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ti te European Bloc is not much interested, in the food question of this 
province. (Cries of “No, no” from the European Bloc.) You may say, 
“No”, as many times as you like, but that is a fact for you are more inter- 
ested in the goods of the province than in the good of the province. When 
the present bungling has been to their interest, it is, Sir, a matter of great 
surprise to ine to find that it is the European Bloc who is moving the vote 
of censure. Anything coming from them, I must confess, we do look T.pon 
with suspicion. 

Before, Sir, we decide whether we should vote at all, we would, however, 
like to have a clear statement from the Hon’ble Minister, Mr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjoe, the Food Minister, and we would like to have a full state- 
ment from the Chief Minister. First of all, we want to know who irrespon- 
sible for the present bungling. We have a suspicion in our mind that the 
present Director of Civil Supplies is mainly responsible for bungling the 
whole thing, and the Ministry or the Minister in charge had simply to say 
ditto to everything done by the Director. On that matter, Sir, we want a 
clear enunciation of the policy. We want a better organisation. We want 
Mr. P. N. Banerjee to tell us what he proposes to do in this matter. After 
all, he is new to the office. We are inclined to give him a chance ft we are 
satisfied with his speech. 

Mr. Speaker, before I sit down I should like to say one word more, and 
that is in voting on this vote of censure we have to consider the alternative 
also. Today in the Statesman Sir Nazimuddin has issued a statement which, 
with your permission, Sir, 1 propose to read. I will read only those portions 
which refer to us, non-Muslims. He says, “I would also like to urge the nou- 
Munslim leaders who are supporting the Ministry to request Mr. Fazlul 
Huq to resign for the establishment of a better relation between the Hindus 
and the Muslims. It is obvious that persons who have lost the confidence 
of the entire Muslim Bengal should not be upheld by them in office”. We 
do not approve of the statement that has been issued. But I would also ask 
Sir Nazimuddin this question, the principle he has enunciated in the 
statement, is he prepared to apply equally in the case of the Hindus? In 
the matter of forming the Ministry if he does not get any representative 
Hindu to join his Ministry what will he do? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI He will take his show boys. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: He may do that, but he cannot get repre- 
sentative Hindus. Sir, I would like to know what would Sir Nazimuddin 
do if he wins and forms a Cabinet and if representative Hindus refuse to 
join his Cabinet ? 

I shall proceed with the statement of Sir Nazimuddin in the next 
paragraph: this is what Sir Nazimuddin says, “The policy' of propping up 
unrepresentative men has led to communal embitterment in the 
Congress provinces. It will be worse in a province where the Muslims are 
in the majority. If my Hindu friends desire communal harmony and 
sincerely wdsh it, they will I hope, change their present attitude and adopt 
A course which .will lead to the desired object without delay”. 
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This is an amazing statement to make — a statement made by a person 
who desires to form a cabinet. It implies to say, it does not matter what 
policy he follows, it does not matter what programme he places before the 
country, it only means that if we non-Muhammadans do not support him 
it will create communal disharmony. That, Sir, is a threat to which we at 
least cannot yield. However, as I have already said, we shall decide which 
way we shall vote or whether we shall vote at all after hearing: the speech of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thought that after 
the very difficult days through which this province has passed and is passing, 
after the terrible distress which w r e are witnessing, it would not have been 
necessary to demonstrate to this House that the Ministry has not only 
failed in its food policy hut has deliberately supported black marketers 
and hoarders. 1 do not know, Sir, where the leader of the Congress group 
has remained in hiding, as this problem lias been under discussion since last 
year. He seems to be of opinion that evils have come upon us only since 
the establishment of the Directorate of Civil Supplies. I may take his 
mind back a little bit further. One can trace it, Sir, long before such a 
Directorate was even thought of, and the price of sugar was first controlled, 
.and later came the control in the price of rice. Permits were issued so that 
no one could deal in sugar and no one could get sugar without the 
perjmt in his hand. The Ministry, Sir, it is well known interfered with 
this issue of permits. There were long queues of applicants for permits before 
and in the houses of the Hon’ble Minister who was in charge of this depart- 
ment and other Ministers, one of them being no less a person than the 
Chief Minister of Bengal. Does Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy expect the House 
to believe that the shops, the 25 or 85 shops, allotted to Kali Babu, were 
so allotted for the benefit of the Directorate of Civil Supplies. There was 
no Directorate then in existence. Regular traders could not get permits 
for rice, hut Kali Babu could get permits for 10,000 maunds of rice at a 
time. Does Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy expect us to believe that the prosecu- 
tions against Kali Babu and the favourities of Ministers, were withdrawn at 
the instance of the Director of Civil Supplies? (Dr. Namnaksha Sanyal: 
Kali Babu was your friend also.) (Laughter.) No, no. Dr. Nalinaksha 
♦Sanyal is mistaken. Not only Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal is mistaken but 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal is stating an utter untruth. I do not know Kali 
Babu. I have never seen the man before, but I have heard of Kali Babu 
and all these things. 

Now, Sir, the fact is clear that black marketing started long before the 
Directorate of Civil Supplies came into being and corruption, I am given 
to understand by Dr. Sanyal, permeated the department itself. If there is 
corruption in the department, if persons have to pay for their permits 
it is not possible that they will be able to sell their goods in the market 
at $e controlled prices. Firstly, they have to make up and get back the 
money which they have paid for getting those permits. Secondly/ Sir, 
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they feel that they are outside the bounds of rules and regulations apd there 
is no restraint upon them, and therefore they do not feel called upon to sell 
goods at the controlled price. 

Then, Sir, what of those long queues outside the shops established 
after the Directorate of Civil Supplies? There we find the same defiance of 
rules, namely, that goods are sold from those shops in small quantities and 
the rest is black marketed. The self-respect of the people of Calcutta 
has been destroyed; the city of Calcutta has become a city of beggars. 
Persons who want this rice have to stand there to beg for Government 
charity or mercy. And then some of this rice only is sold, and a major 
portion disposed of surreptitiously in the black market. Sir, black markets 
have become a standard feature of this Ministry; they have ceased to be a 
scandal; they have ceased even to be a crime. The are a concomitant of 
this Ministry so long as it remains in power. 

Now, Sir, I come to hoarding. Hoarding by speculators, by persons 
who never traded in rice before should have been stopped right at the 
beginning. Hoarding has grave dangers for the people; a great amount 
of rice is withdrawn from circulation. People when they want 
rice do not find it and thereafter even persons who do not wish to hoard, 
who have no desire to lay by, keep back for their own safety a greater 
quantity of rice or matches or oil or salt which they otherwise would not 
have kept. Consequently more and more of these commodities are with- 
drawn from the market. The dangerous nature of hoarding sfieuld 
have been apparent from the beginning and we find. Sir, that 

in September, 1942, we drew pointed attention to this, and 

what was the reply? The Hon'ble Finance Minister, Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee, then gave the reply and stated that he was glad that 
Mr, Tamizuddin Khan had raised this question. He said: “So far as that 
question is concerned, no one can answer it definitely, namely, the large 
stock that had gone underground owing to hoarding, but we do feel that 
a considerable quantity of rice has gone underground. We have issued 

instructions to District Officers and steps have been taken and are being 

taken. What those steps are, my honourable friend will not expect me to 
disclose here.' 1 Hufortunately, Sir, those steps never came to light. The 
public never knew what those steps were and hoarding has continued 
merrily until this very day. The reason for that was that the Government 
would not take the public into its confidence. We convened meetings, 
which were attended and responded to by all the major political parties in 
this province, in which we pointed out that steps and immediate steps must 
be taken against black marketing and hoarding. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are biggest hoarders? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We do not care vrho are the biggest 
hoarders. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are not the Europeans the biggest 
hoarders? % 
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Ufa Ha Sa &UHRAWARDY" Evett though Dr. Sanyal is' the biggest 
hoarder, I say steps should be taken. Steps ought to havfe been taken 
against hoarders even if they were the biggest people in the commercial 
world. 

Now, Sir, nothing was done in regard to them. I am told that 
today Mr. Banerjee has accepted an ordinance of the Government of India 
directed against hoarding. This does not save the situation. It is no use 
taking last minute steps of this nature driven by the whip and the lash of 
a budget cut motion. It is no use coining to the House and trying to 
wash yourself of the guilt which has brought this province to this pass by 
a last minute ablution. 

Sir, the co-operation of the people was offered but that co-operation was 
not accepted. It was stated that we were political parties and therefore, 
although the vast majority of the people of the proviuce owe their allegiance 
to one or other, political party, we are brushed aside, the Government alone 
being the sole representative of all political parties. 

Sir, Government is storing trouble for itself. Our people are patient, 
they can starve, they can commit suicide, but a time will come when their 
exasperation is bound to break the bounds of laws and order, and then when 
it passeS beyond endurance, you will have looting which lias already 
commenced, you will have arson and other crimes. Is it not time, Sir, that 
something was done, something drastic, and the only way w r e feel that 
anything drastic can be done is for this Ministry as a first step to realise 
what it has done and to suffer, self- immolation for the good of the Province 
as a penance for its crimes? The Hon’ble Ministers do not appear to under- 
stand what mass psychology is. The mass people can bear things up to a 
point, but if hunger drives them to lose all respect for the established order, 
then nothing will be able to restrain them. Do not bring the country to 
that sorry pass. I am sorry in a way that 1 have to say this when a new 
Food Minister wants to be given a chance. Sir, I do not think that the 
Ministry can escape its responsibilities by changing horses in midstream. 
By appointing the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee it has accepted 
the censure that the last Minister responsible for this portfolio was incapable 
and incompetent, and therefore it was necessary to have another Minister. 
I do not thin k that under these circumstances the stand taken by the 
Congress Party is justifiable, namely, that now that w r e are having a Food 
Minister let us give him a chance. Sir, if this were correct a Ministry can 
always escape responsiblity for its misdeeds. A Minister can bungle and 
can merrily bring the province to the verge of ruin and yet w'hen the question 
of a vote of censure arises, the Ministry can change the portfolio and say 
“we have now got a new man, let him have a chance”. (Mr. Atvl 
Chandra Sen: It is a new portfolio.) Then there can possibly be no 
vote of cepsure. The llon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee was a 
member of the old Ministry and was partly responsible, being a colleague 
of the late Minister-in-charge of this portfolio, because all the Ministers are 
responsible on the basis of joint responsibility for the acts done 
by one or other of the Ministers. The Ministry cannot shed 
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itself or any single Minister cannot shed himself of the respon- 
sibility for the conduct and for the acts of his predecessor. Sir, 
the people outside are shrieking for a change. Believe me, Sir, and I would 
request the Rouse to believe and every honourable member of this House 
knows that the name of this Ministry outside is nauseating. (Question, 
question,” from the Progressive Coalition Party.) The people want a change 
and they demand a change. The recent elections have shown that Mr. Fazlul 
Uuq and his colleagues do not enjoy the confidence of the masses. If this 
Ministry had done something for the people, if it had done some good to the 
people, it would have got a better reception from the country than the 
defeat of all his pet followers including one of his Ministers. Probably I 
have no justification for reading the minds of my Hindu friends, but having 
moved with them, having talked to them, having discussed matter with them 
narticularly in the nearer past, I make bold to say, Sir, that Mr. Fazlul 
Huq does not also enjoy the confidence of the Hindus. (Mr. Atul Chandra 
Sen: It is not true; and cries of “true, true,” from the Muslim League 
Opposition benches.) His recent letters to Mr. Jinnah, his sporadic 
attempts to come into the Muslim League whenever he found his position 
weak, have been blamed and condemned by the Hindu community. No 
member of this House can now’ say that Mr. Fazlul Huq still enjoys the 
confidence of the Hindu community. Sir, he stands exposed, because to 
all the communities both inside and outside the House it is clear that 
Mr. Fazlul Huq changes his opinion as it suits his prospects. 
(Rai Haremlra Nath Chaudhuri: As you did in 1924.) 

Sir, 1 i egret to say that some Hindu leaders are utilising Mr. Fazlul 
Huq. They are behind him and are propping him up. Relying on their 
•support Mr. Fazlul Huq says that he can get 50,000 people to respond 
if he calls a meeting. I doubt it very much. 1 do not think. Sir, he will 
get the support of those Hindus who believe in a Hirulu-Muslim settlement. 
1 do not believe that he w’ill get the support of that growing body of Hindus 
that believe that there should be a settlement as early as possible between 
the Congress and the Muslim League. He may get the support of those 
few who believe that this Ministry ought to be continued and ought to be 
propped up, because through Mr. Fazlul Huq, they can preserve tlieir own 
influence in the administration. A clever speaker of the old in the Oxford 
Tnion once said regarding certain political leaders, “They turn their back 
upon the people and then claim that the people are at their back”. (Loud 
laughter.) Mr. Fazlul Huq has turned his back upon the people of this 
Province and now he thinks that the people are going to support him. 

Sir, Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy has raised the question and other Hindu 
friends of mine have also raised the question “what will happen if Mr. Fazlul 
Huq goes and Sir Nazimuddin comes into the picture*'”. We too, they 
say, cannot claim that we have or shall have the support of the Hindus. 
What w’ill happen to us, if as Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy threatens the. Hindus 
refuse to support us? Sir, we cannot answer that question. The last five 
years and more have shown that the Ministry should not rely solely upon one 
oommunity. Mr. Fazlul Huq relies solely upon the Hindu Community. 
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His Muslim party members know fully well that they are 
not being supported by their constituencies. If, however, the 
reins of responsibility ane plaoed in our hands, we feel that whatever may 
be the attitude in to day s voting of Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy or the suspended 
Congress or Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee or the other Hindu members, it 
shall be our endeavour, even though they do not give us their co-operation 
now, it shall be our endeavour, I shall try desperately, to seek their co- 
operation and their confidence. 

Sir, Dr Syamaprasad Mookerjee jeered at us the other day when he said 
that we had been approaching them for a settlement. He thought that 
by bringing this to light we shall lose our caste with the Muslims; he thought 
that we would stand exposed before them, if they found that we wanted 
to make friends with Hindus. That, Sir, is an entire misunder- 
standing of the situation. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee conceive# 
the Muslim community as a blood-thirsty monster which is out to crush 
the Hindus. In that he is entirely mistaken. We who are in constant 
contact with our community know its mind. I can declare on the floor 
of this House that wherever Hindu-Muslim co-operation has been spoken of 
wherever we have said that in this country we have got to live side by 
side, the Muslim community has applauded and supported it. Far from 
his jeers affecting us adversely, the Muslim communty endorses entirely 
our efforts to bring about peace between Hindus and Muslims and communal 
harmony in the country. 

.Sir, it may be said that if this is so, why don’t we agree to work together 
now? What is there to prevent us from getting together now? Sir, we 
have tried and tried in vain. We have tried and as I have said — 1 use the 
word in its fullest significance — desperately not because we want to get into 
power but because we feel that Hindus and Muslims must work together. We 
have tried desperately for it but we have failed. As long as Mr. Fazlul Huq 
stays there, as long as the Hindu parties think that they can use him as a 
puppet, as long as they can holster him up and support him, there is very 
little chance of compromise and understanding between us. An honourable 
understanding will only come if this impediment in our way is removed. 
Sir, it reminds us of what is sometimes presented before us, that Hindus 
and Muslims cannot come to an agreement as long as the British Govern- 
ment remains in power because both of them will quarrel. Now, that is 
exactly the position here. We cannot come to an agreement as long as 
one particular person is being propped up by one party. I wish to make 
this declaration on behalf of the Muslim League Party with the fullest sense 
of responsibility that should this impediment disappear, we shall sit down 
together and on our part there will be no stone left unturned to arrive at 
an agreement between the Hindus and Muslims. 

Sir, I call upon the House to express the wishes of the vast majority of 
the people outside. I call upon them to pass this vote of censure. Whea 
I say the vast majority of the people, I mean the unanimous wishes of the 
people outside except the hoarders and black-marketer#. 
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Mr. ABU HOBBAItt BARKER: The Fatkawallas are there. 


The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

it 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, before the Hon’ble Minister replies, 
may I be allowed to say just a few words in view of the speech' of the Leader 
of the Congress Parliamentary Party? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You will not take a long timej I hope. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I feel, Sir, that in view of what has been 
stated by Mr. Suhrawardy, there is very little for me to say, but in that 
statement which I have made and which Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy read out, 
I tried to place the point of view of the Muslim public before the non- 
Muslim leaders who are supporting the Ministry at the present time. Sir, 
I would ask Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy and the members of his party to look 
at the question from the angle from which we are looking. This reminds 
me of the famous remark once made in a previous Assembly by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq that the Congress Party should look at it from the right 
angle and not from any other angle. As far as our record goes, the All- 
Ind ia Muslim League and the Provincial Muslim League have always made 
it (dear that they are ready and willing always to co-operate with represen- 
tative Hindu organisations in all political matters. Unfortunately our 
experience in Bengal has been that in the past the Muslim representatives 
have been treated in the manner as feared by Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, hjut 
he cannot give one instance where Muslims have refused to co-operate with 
representative Hindus. It was in the old days when Sir Abdur Rahim 
was refused co-operation by non-Muslims. But I ask him to cite one 
instance where Muslims have ever refused co-operation on communal 
ground with any recognised leader of the Hindu opinion. I repeat what 
has been stated by Mr. Suhrawardy that it is the recognised policy of the 
Muslim League to co-operate with non-Muslim organisations in settlement 
of Indian political problems. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
all my life I have been accustomed to meet emburassing positions, but this 
morning my embarrassing position has been heightened by the fact that I 
accepted charge from an overwhelming sense of public duty of the new 
portfolio only four days ago. I can appreciate the point of view emphasised 
by my friend the honourable Mr. Suhrawardy when he stated that I should 
accept the responsiblity of the Ministry as a whole. That is a self-evident 
constitutional proposition. I do not accept the very kind compliments 
given to me by my honourable friend Mr. Hendry, the Leader of the 
European (Iroup. He is fully aware of the fact that the responsibility of 
a Minister who is a servant both of the Crown as well as of the Legislature 
is several and joint. 

Sir, this question of food supply is a question of the most vital 
importance and on the last occasion when this debate was pressed to a 
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division, I thought in the innermost mind of mine that my honourable ' 
friend the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca had been made a scapegoat. 

Sir, when I accepted this portfolio I made it clear that I did not want 
to be a sacrificial goat. Sir, the problem is full of difficulties. The 
difficulties are of a most complex nature, and whatever political opinion 
may be focussed upon those difficulties they cannot certainly be solved 
by the votes and the speeches made in the Legislature. I may be wrong, 
hut that is the view which a very eminent English statesman took in the 
year 1801, Pitt. Sir, is it the fault of the Ministry that Burma fell and 
that the rice supply from Burma was completely cut oft ? Is it the fault of 
the Ministry that consequently there was an influx of population in this 
province? Is it the fault of the Ministry that due to overriding military 
exigencies of the situation large-scale mass evacuation had to be 
undertaken? Is it the fault of the Ministry that this province faced 
shipping difficulties? Is it the fault of the Ministry that pursuant to the 
policy dictated by the Government of India it had to execute a policy of 
denial of boats and other modes of transport? A suggestion was made 
irom a very high quarter that bullock carts might just as well be 
commandeered. My humble suggestion as a layman unfortunately 
unfamiliar with military secrets was that if the enemy through the 
tiausport of the age-worn tradition-bound bullock cart can come and over- 
run this province, then that enemy must be a very slow enemy. Is it the 
fault of this Ministry that it was called upon to make large exports to 
countries other than this country? Yesterday, Sir, I gave complete 
figures of the disposal and the distribution of the denial rice. Is it the fault 
of this Ministry that in striving to stand by the necessities of war it has 
fed the army? Is it the fault of the Ministry that cyclone, floods and other 
freak's of nature made there visitations to this Province? Is it the fault 
of the Ministry that there was a poor winter crop this year? Is it the 
fault of the Ministry again that pests appeared and these pests contributed 
in no mean manner to the poor production of this province? Is it the 
fault of this Ministry that even in the rpalm of marketing there was 
competition, competitive buying over which this Ministry and any other 
Ministry notwithstanding the hold words of Mr. Suhruwardy or the virile 
capacities of my friend, Sir, Nazimuddin, could have any control whatever? 

On the top of this have we not to consider the new amendment to the 
Government of India Act, section 126 A ? Have we not got today to cany 
on the suggestions and sometimes the orders of the Government of India? 
When Mr. Suhrawardy steps into the position of the Food Minister, either 
today or tomorrow, he will find out that the Government of India has 
appointed a Regional Commissioner for the whole of the eastern provinces 
with practically dictatorial powers. This Legislature has no jurisdiction 
over any of the calamities perpetrated either by men or by nature. It has 
only one jurisdiction, viz., to use the estimable language of my honourable 
friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, to lash the Ministry. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: What about the jute acreage? 
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The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Please have 
patience, f shall deal with all the questions that may be addressed to 
me. In Aucrust last the Directorate of Civil Supplies was created. So far 
as the personnel of the Directorate is concerned, the Directorate was created 
but I, as a Minister had no knowledge, cannot possibly have any knowledge 
about the creation of posts belonging to another portfolio, but may I ask 
in all humility a question to my honourable friend, the leader of the 
European group, when pronouncing a verdict of condemnation upon the 
Ministry, was the appointment of the Directorate of Civil Supplies or the 
appointment of his successor, or the appointment of the Food Grains 
Purchasing Officer or the appointment of the Secretary to the Distributing 
Trades Tribunal — was any of these appointments made for the purpose of 
placating public opinion in India, and the supporters of the Ministry? 
(A voice from the European Group: “Yes”.) My honourable friend says 
“yes”. Sir, I have all along believed in the doctrine of smoke-screens, but 
a greater smoke-screen than this answer in the affirmative cannot come 
before the human vision. 

Dr. NALJNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who made those appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I do not know. 
I can only tell you this that the Ministry as a whole was not responsible for 
these appointments. Please don’t be impatient. I have sat quietly like a 
lamb, listening to the valuable speeches which have run down the lips of 
the various members of this House •• 

Dr. NAL!NAK$H A SANYAL: Not ii lamli but u wet cat. ( Laughter. ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: But even a wet cat 
sometimes jumps. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, so far as I 

am concerned I have been dealing with what I have been able to do during the 
last 4 days that I have been in office and what I propose to do immediately. 
During the last 4 days, all my time practically, apart from the lessons which 
I learnt in the Legislature, was taken up for the purpose of securing supplies 
from outside the Province. My honourable friend, Mr. Hamilton, holding 
the brief for Mr. Kennedy, last evening talked about the release of the 
large stocks of rice which Government has in hand. He obviously mentioned 
this proposal for the purpose of saving the freezing and the frozen 
condition of the market. That is also my point of view. I have been able 
to secure from other provinces large supplies of food grains. I cannot, for 
obvious reasons, at this operational stage declare before the House the 
exact quantities of the food grains that will be pouring into Calcutta, but 
as I said the other day — and I did not give the assurance in vain — that 
the prices of food grains and other commodities are bound to come down. 
In fact the price of rice has already come down. (Applause from the 
Treasury Benches.) Yesterday I was told that price of wholesale rice has 
eome down by Re. 3 per maund. 

Nr. M. A. Jf a I8PAHANI: That is not a fact, Sir. 
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The Hon’bl* Mr. PBAMATHA NATH NANERtfll: Of course, a bad 
news for M r - Ispahani. 

Criticisms have been levelled against the working of the Department 
and more than once the honourable member has referred to bribery an<j 
corruption. I have not had the time to go minutely through the details 
of these charges, but if there have been cases of bribery and corruption, 
and if I continue to remain on the saddle, then J shall be only too happy 
to have specific instances of these cases of bribery and corruption. 

I can give this assurance most solemnly to this House that all eases of 
bribery and corruption from the highest to the lowest shall be decided 

without any distinction of race, caste, creed and colour, and for this 

purpose special tribunals will be set up which may for the sake of expedi- 
tion have to follow special procedure. Bribery and corruption are rampant 
in every stage of society in this province. Who sympathises with the person 
who is guilty of bribery and corruption ? The person who offers bribe and 
who thrives by corruption. My honourable friend reminds me even in 
the matter of securing votes. ( Laughter. 1 Sir, in order to be able to 
suppress bribery and corruption and in order to be able to fight out the 

hoarder, it is absolutely essential that the Ministry should have the powers. 

I have all along maintained and 1 maintain now, and I have accepted office 
on the condition that the Ministry alone is responsible for the formulation 
of policy and not the Directorate of Civil Supplies. Secondly, that the 
Ministry must be advised by a Central Advisory Council, as 1 mentioned 
elsewhere. The Central Advisory Council, 1 may say, will meet at least 
once a week and the members thereof will consist of two representatives of 
the great political parties in the legislature or outside the legislature at 
the choice of the parties concerned. It will also consist of representatives 
of the trade and consumers, and some experts may have seats. Sir, 1 have 
not been able to realise or visualise who the experts are in this particular 
line of business. The only fault of my friend the Hon’ble the Nawab 
Bahadur w T as that he relied on his technical experts. My European friends 
castigate the Ministry when the Minister concerned ventures to say “no M 
to the demands in the department of law and order, and when another 
Minister in another department relies upon that very technical advice they 
say that the Minister must be penalised. That reminds one of the attitude 
which Mr. Joseph Chamberlain took up in connection with the grant of 
Home Rule to Ireland by Gladstone. In the first Home Rule Bill, Ulster 
was excluded. Mr. Joseph Chamberlain took the cudgel up because Ulster 
was excluded. In the second Home Rule Bill Ulster was included, and 
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain took the lash because Ulster had been included. 
(Laughter.) Sir, I propose to set up Advisory Councils in the districts and 
subdivisions, because I feel that it is absolutely essential that public opinion 
must he mobilised. Towards this whatever assistance the Minister can 
render, whatever help our public officials can render, will be rendered. 
There is no doubt whatever that this is a question in which public opinion 
has a very vital, very valid and very virile place. That public opinion 
must be mobilised. It will effectively check corruption, it will fight bribe<ry, 
i# will certainly deal with the qu^sjiop both of supply and distribution. 
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Sir, I have not been able to realise or understand the grievances of my 
honourable friends of the European Group. Whatever shortcomings my 
honourable friend the Nawab Bahadur or his Directorate of Civil Supplies 
may have had, none of them certainly disclose those shortcomings so far 
as my friends opposite are concerned. Four criticisms were made on the 
last occasion by Mr. Hamilton. The first was the lack of statistics. Sir, 
is that the creation of the present Ministry? The system of collecting 
statistics, I maintain and maintain boldly, was wrong, but was it not a 
legacy of one hundred and seventy-five years of British rule in this 
country ? 

The second criticism was about the control shops and a suggestion was 
made that the control shops must be increased in number. Sir, I have 
considered this question during the last four days, and I am going to 
increase the number of control shops and I am hoping to be able to double, 
if not treble, the supplies which are given to them. As soon as adequate 
supplies are obtained, Government must be in a position to give proper 
distribution, and in this policy we have to include the essential services 
and men whose services are necessary in the sea, i.e., the seamen. That is 
the position which I have always taken up with the Directorate. 

Then I shall deal with Mr. Hamilton’s proposals about hoarding, 
profiteering and black market. The existence of black markets, Mr. Speaker, 
I should imagine is a disgrace to any civilised country. But my honourable 
friend Mr. Hendry in the course of his speech this morning took a very 
realistic view of things. He said that black markets are not peculiar to 
this province but black markets become peculiar to this province for the 
purpose of trouncing the Ministry. Sir, it is not accurate to say that 
hoarders and speculators have not been dealt with by this Government. 

I have just collected the statistics from Calcutta, and if this point was 
raised before I would have taken the trouble of getting statistics from 
police records in the different parts of the province. The figures are these : 
In 1939 there were three prosecutions; in 1940 there were 141 prosecutions; 
in 1941, 122; in 1942, 237; and in 1943, 115 people were apprehended 
during the last three months. This record is not big nor black, and I can 
tell my honourable friend Mr. Suhrawardy who was certainly in charge 
of this present portfolio included in a wider orbit up till December, 1941, 
that the cases of the prosecution were certainly less than those in 1942, 
and certainly less proportionately than in 1943. (Maulvi Anu Hossain 
Sarkar : What is your suggestion? Was he a black-marketeer?) Sir, I 
dare not make that suggestion in regard to an honourable member of this 
honourable legislature. My honourable friend Mr. Hendry yesterday 
referred to legislation against the speculator, against the hoarder, against 
the person on whose dishonesty black markets thrive and referred to legis- 
lation in England about penal servitude for a period of fourteen years. 
The analogy between England and India is a convenient analogy. We 
forget that we are not in the same position as England is. We cannot 
give adequate supplies to our people. We do not enjoy that national 
freedom which the people of England enjoy. We do not have that com- 
plete legislative, power which the people of England in their Parliament 
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have and yet the analogy of England is always brought to the forefront. 
Take it from me. Sir, that I am definitely against the hoarder, the specu- 
lator and the profiteer and steps shall be taken for the purpose of stopping 
the black markets (<n by means of giving adequate supplies to the city 
and the province, and {b) by resort to coercive legislation and execution 
in an expeditious manner of legislation passed. 

My honourable friend Mr. Hendry the other day gave a bit of advice 
to the Ministry, “Govern or get out”. In this charge, speaking for 
myself. I propose to govern. I hope I shall have his assistance and good- 
will in the matter of government and if I cannot govern I shall go out — 
may not be with his blessings, may be with his condemnation. 

Sir, the position of a Provincial Minister reminds me of a classic 
passage in Maine’s “Representative Government”. Talking of the Presi- 
dent of the French Republic, Sir Henry Sumner Maine said of that exalted 
office. “The old Kings in France,” maintained Maine, “reigned and 
governed. A constitutional monarch in .Britain reigns but does not govern. 
It has been left to the French President neither to reign nor to govern.” 
('Laughter.) I make no further comments on that classic passage. 

I fyavc decided to start a number of shops for women and I am issuing 
letters of invitation to all the women members of the legislature for taking 
charge of these shops. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Progressive 
Coalition party benches.) This I am doing. Sir, irrespective of any party 
label. I do not care whether the member concerned belongs to the party 
>n power or to the party which is just at present out of power. 

I think. Sir, I have met all the points which have been raised in the 
course of the debate. I have replied specifically and clearly to all the 
criticisms that have been levelled against the Ministry, and I shall now 
ask Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy whether he has been satisfied with the replies 
I have given. (Laughter.) Here is derisive laughter from the Opposition 
benches for good solid reasons. This is a cut motion which comes under 
Euclid’s definition of geometrical point having position but no magnitude. 
It is a cut motion which was obviously included within the purview of the 
food question on which the House divided more than once and it has been 
brought by way of a side door and a back door for the purpose of cementing 
that affectionate union between the two parties in the House. (Laughter.) 

Sir, my honourable friend Mr. tfuhrawardy referred to Kali Babu. I 
have not seen the face of this mysterious gentleman. I have been told that 
this gentleman represents Tennyson’s “Brook” : “Ministers may come and 
Ministers may go but I go on for ever.” My honourable friend talked 
about the grant of permits by the Minister in power in a rather flippant 
manner in the same way that Roman Catholic Tetzel was alleged to have 
sold indulgence. My honourable friend’s memory in the spirit of self- 
denial, in the attitude which he has taken up this morning and in the 
spirit of self-immolation does not go back to the date when he himself was 
the Commerce Minister in this province. Allegations are not proofs. It 
is perfectly true, they say in law, that the greater the truth the greater 
tfye libel, but I maintain once more that allegations are not proofs, 
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My honourable friend referred to my appointment in a congratulatory 
manner of which he is capable and he said that this is a last-minute step 
on the lash and whip of a cut motion. This is certainly in violation of 
his principle of self-immolation and his doctrine of self-denying ordinance. 
Sir, he has harped on the Hindu-Muslim settlement. I am so glad ! This 
Ministry would certainly not have come to office, if this problem had been 
solved or attempted to be solved by the Ministry which was in power, our 
predecessor. (Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi : You are spoiling your speech.) 
My honourable friend interjects to say that I have been spoiling a good 
speech. That has been my misfortune, because my honourable friend 
Mr. Suhrawardy says that by the appointment of Mr. Banerjee you cannot 
change horses in midstream. That is metaphor. I am in the presence of 
ft big crowd in the House; so I am not in midstream and, Sir, I do not 
resemble that noble animal. I resemble a nobler animal, i.e., donkey, 
(Laughter.) (Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: No, you look like a goat!) Not 
so long as I do not grow a beard. (Laughter.) 

Sir, certain points were raised by my honourable friend Mr. Sur about 
evacuation. I do readily admit that evacuation has caused tremendous 
hardship to the evacuees, but the matter did not rest with the Provincial 
Government, whether it is this Government or some other Government. 
Subject to the necessities of war, every effort has been made to satisfy these 
evacuees though satisfaction is remote and, according to my judgment, is 
not possible. To compel a man to give up his hearth and home is to compel 
him to give up too much and there can he no solatium in the matter of 
money compensation. My honourable friend has referred to the shortness 
Of notice. His observations were limited to the early days of evacuation 
when due to overriding military necessities notices became short. The 
Provincial Government made a representation to the proper authorities 
tthd now notices are not short. 

Then, secondly, my friend referred to immediate arrangements for 
shelters. That is perfectly true, but that, again, is a factor for which the 
Provincial Government is not responsible. We did try to give shelters to 
some of the later evacuees when we had also gathered experience, but un- 
fortunately these evacuees themselves did not’ want to go to shelters pro- 
vided for them. They wanted to have shelters with their own kith and 
kin. 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend has raised a point about the distinc- 
tion between the owners of houses and schools in paying compensation, but 
I would like to point out to him that there is no distinction at all. The 
assessment of compensation is made by Collectors and instructions have 
been given that facilities should be given as far as possible so that educa- 
tional work of the Province may not suffer. The war may lengthen but 
education cannot afford to die. 

Then, Sir, so far as the question of revision of rates of compensation 
for land is concerned, We have issued revised instructions. 
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The last question which has been put by my honourable friend is the 
question whether the Provincial Government has any 9ay in the matter of 
evacuation. That is a constitutional question governed by the exigencies 
of the war situation. 

My honourable friend Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta referred to the difficulties 
of the evacuees. That is a question which is not primarily the concern of 
the Provincial Government. It is the concern of the Central Government, 
but the suggestions made by her will be forwarded by the Provincial 
Government to the Government of India without very strong observations 
because there Mrs. Sen Gupta has agreed with Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Sir, these are my words and I just make one plea. I have come new 
to the office. It is perfectly a constitutional right of His Majesty's Opposi- 
tion to move any vote of censure it likes, but I am sure neither they nor 
their supporters do believe that a change of Ministry will bring forward 
a millennium. The situation in the Province is critical, and it is a matter 
of regret that all these questions about food supply had to be debated on 
the floor of this House. In a country which is governed by public opinion, 
Parliamentary institutions must face realities, and I am, Sir, facing these 
realities Sir, I demand one thing for the success of the great task which 
stands in front of me — the goodwill of all the parties and of all the sections 
of this House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 9IDDIQI: Sir, before you call upon the Chief 
Minister to wind up the debate, there is one point on which I seek elucida- 
tion. The Hon’ble Minister said that an officer has been appointed from 
above for the eastern zone and thus the Ministry in Bengal would be abso- 
lutely helpless. Is that the way in which he wishes to approach his new 
task!”' I could not grasp the meaning of t his Central Officer being placed 
over the Directorate in the appointment of which he had no hand. Will 
he kindly explain? 

the Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BAN£ftJ£E: My honourable 
friend Mr. Siddiqi like myself was a briefless barrister and his questions 
are always acute and pointed and therefore my reply is this. I did not 

say that the Provincial Ministry is absolutely helpless, but due to the 

exegencies of the situation which my honourable friend understand it has 
become necessary for the Government of India to appoint a Regional 
Commissioner for the purpose of dealing w'ith the five Provinces as one 
economic unit. It is the old, old ppliey of Zollverein. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA ftANYAL: Sir, may I enquire up to what time we 
propose to sit and when we shall take up the “Jails” debate? This was 
due to be taken up at 12-30 or 1. In case it is desired by the House not 

to sit beyond 1 or 1-30 at the latest today, I icould like to know if it would 

be possible to take up “Jails” first on Monday morning, namely, from 9 to 
10-30 without having any questions on Monday morning arid thereafter #e 
call go on with “Medical and Public Health” and in the aftemooti. the 
Usual programme may be followed. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Let us finish the matter that is before us and then I 
will take up this matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08^ KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, that is a relevant issue if you want 
to sit today. We would like to hear Mr. Basu this morning if it is possible 
for you to postpone the “Jails” debate to some other time. But if it is 
not possible we will have to ask that the Chief Minister should straight- 
away proceed with the reply so that we may have at least one hour, 1-30 
to 2-30 for “Jails” debate. Otherwise what is the use of having a 
prolonged discussion? 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think we should finish “Jails” also today, of course 
if the House agrees. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it possible? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Half a day has been allotted for “Jails”. That means 
one hour. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We generally sit for three hours — one hour for 
questions and two hours for other business. So, half-dav means one hour. 
I want to finish “Jails” also today. But if the House is not of that opinion, 
then I will have to ask the Chief Minister about this matter. Let us finish 
this first. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANTO&H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I do not propose to 
take up the time of the House at any great length at this fag-end of the 
day, but some very pertinent questions have been raised by the cut motions 
of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur and Sir Henry Birkmyre which I think 
require a reply. It is for that reason that I desire to trouble this House 
in this most inconvenient hour by offering some observations. 

Sir, with regard to the motion which has been moved by my friend 
Mr. Israil regarding allocation of Civil Defence expenditure between the 
Government of India and the Government of Bengal, I think no elaborate 
reply is necessary from me because Mr. Israil has very correctly stated the 
financial agreement which now obtains between the two Governments. The 
only thing that he has stressed is that having regard to the peculiar nature 
of the Civil Defence expenditure which relates exclusively to the situation 
arising out of the war, this Government should approach the Government 
of India for further concessions in the matter of financial assistance than 
they have hitherto made to this Government. I can at once assure my 
friend that that request has our fullest possible sympathy. We also feel 
that our hands should be further strengthened by the Government of India 
and that a greater share of expenditure should be borne by the Government 
of India than they have hitherto done. At the same time, I desire to make 
it. clear that the attitude of the Government of India in these financial 
matters has not been unsympathetic. Even during our last pilgrimage — 
if I may use the expression — to New Delhi carrying our financial burden 
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on our shoulders, when we approached the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
Finance, he was extremely sympathetic and he extended various concessions 
in order to enable this Government to tide over its financial difficulties. 

I think, Sir, I am not disclosing a secret when I say that the Govern- 
ment of India have agreed to put off the demand for repayment of the loan 
or the Ways and Means advance which is going to fall due in. Tune next. 
They have also agreed to see us through in our attempt to tide over the 
difficulties from the financial points of view. These are concessions indeed 
which we must acknowledge with gratitude. At the same time there is 
considerable force in the demand made by a member of the Opposition that 
the Government of India could allocate to itself a greater proportion of the 
Civil Defence expenditure than has yet been done. Now, Sir, coming to 
the cut motion moved by my friend, Sir Henry Birkmyre, he has referred 
to the question of tube-wells, sand bags and shelters. As regards tube-wells, 
the situation, I am glad to say, has considerably improved because a 
sufficient staff has been appointed by the Corporation and the present 
estimate is that not more than 5 per cent, of the tube-wells are out of order. 
Allocation of work to the members of the staff was not satisfactory having 
regard to the size of the staff which we could appoint, but vigorous steps 
are be*ng taken in order that these tube-wells may not remain out of order 
for any length of time. 

Now, Sir, so far as complaints regarding unserviceable tube-wells are 
concerned, I may inform the House that complaints made to the Chief 
Engineer of the Calcutta Corporation or to the Chief Engineer, Public 
Health Department of the Government, will be attended to as soon as 
they are made. These are the two authorities, who will attend to such 
complaints. Now, Sir, if any mention of such grievance is made, the 
A.R.P. officers will certainly bring them to the notice of the Corporation. 
Systematic reports are received from the department regarding the number 
of agencies and the condition of tube-wells. It has also been arranged to 
use the A.R.P. sub-area committees which have been set up under the 
direction of the Central A.R.P. committees in this respect. 

As regards shelters the position is this. Government have decided that 
shelters of some sort must be provided for a hundred per cent, of the bustee 
population as far as possible. Originally Government decided to begin 
their shelter programme by constructing shelters for 25 per cent, of the 
bustee population. It has now been decided that Government should 
provide shelters for hundred per cent, of the bustee population in Calcutta. 
Unless it is found that slit trenches are acceptable and used by the people 
Government have decided that slit trenches should be replaced as soon as 
possible by some other form of shelter. Arrangements are being made to 
ensure that the A.R.P. personnel will ascertain and report in individual 
areas to what extent it is necessary to substitute above ground parabolic 
shelters for the slit trenches already provided. Government have decided 
that adequate shelters for women must be arranged where there is a local 
feeling in favour of such provisions. Government have decided that 
adequate arrangements where they do not exist must be made to prevent 
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looting in Trustees during air-raids so that bustee people will have no hesita- 
tion in seeking shelters during air-raids. Instructions are being issued to 
the Controller to take up the problem with the Commissioner of Police and 
to draw his attention, if necessary, to the feeling on this subject. A 
number of private houses has been amicably arranged as shelters for bustee 
people. Arrangements are being made with the A.R.P. personnel under 
the Controller to expedite the selection of such houses and the possibility 
■of passing orders under appropriate rules is being considered and is being 
-expedited so that orders in this connection will issue in the course of a 
few days. 

Arrangements are also being made to ensure that shelter marshals are 
recruited from the volunteer personnel. It is hoped that this personnel, 
if selected through the efforts of the A.R.P. and the assistance of the sub- 
area committees, will be extremely useful. Arrangements have been made 
by the Corporation at the instance of the Government, to increase the 
number of sweepers to clean the slit trenches. 

Mr. J. C. CUPTA: What about the vagrants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Ui My friend reminds me 
about the question of vagrants. That is certainly a pertinent question. In 
this connection I may say that many of these shelters have become the 
habitation of beggars. The Corporation was somewhat afraid that efforts 
to seize them from these shelters will be met with resistance and the 
Commissioner of Police has been addressed on the subject so that necessary 
assistance may be accorded to the Corporation in the matter of clearing 
these shelters of beggars. 

Then, Sir, the question of keeping up the morale in the bustee areas 
has been stressed by Sir Henry Birkmyre. I may inform him that already 
it has been emphasised that greater attention should be paid to the bustee 
sarders in connection with the building up of morale in the bustees and 
the sarder should be given the position of a warden without being a 
member of the A.R.P. organisation. This, in fact, is the position today. 
Where it is not working properly it may be presumed that the warden is 
not doing his job. It has been mentioned that bustee people will take 
shelter in houses in groups arranged by the bustee sarders or group leaders, 
and sarders are encouraged to bring to the notice of the warden the require- 
ments of the bustee areas. The sarder, in fact, corresponds to the volun- 
teer warden as has been referred to by my friend, Sir Henry Birkmyre. 
So far as the control is concerned there has been no demand that the sarder 
should be any more formally recognised than what he has been at present. 
If there is such a demand by bustee people and if this turns out to be very 
real we will have no hesitation in accepting the suggestion made by Sir 
Henry Birkmyre. I hope these observations will satisfy my friend. 

The Hoil’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, mv esteemed friend, 
Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy, concluded his remarks by saying that so long 
8a that particular individual, namely, Mr. Fazlul Huq is alive, there will 
bfe no peace iff Bengal and hardly any prospect of a stable and useful 
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Gcfvernment. Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy waa in a communicative mood this 
morning because he is apparently in high spirits that the dissolution of this 
Cabinet is at hand and that he will soon have an opportunity once again 
of having command of the Commerce portfolio. Sir, I do not know if the 
House is aware that Mr. Suhrawardy is a very near and dear kinsman of 
mine, but throughout his life his hostility to me has been definitely of a 
personal character. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : May I again. Sir, intrude before Mr. Fazlul 
Huq makes any personal attack against me? Every time when statements 
have been made regarding his political conduct Mr. Fazlul Huq has replied 
by personal attacks and personal insinuations. 

Mr. 8PEAKERf 1 will not allow that. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Thank you, Sir 

ThA Hovf’tffe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUfl: You, Sir, allowed that pious 
wish of his that I should disappear from the field of politics altogether. I 
may tell you. Sir, without going into details that his hostility to me has 
been traditional and hereditary. He has never missed an opportunity of 
doing me the greatest possible injury, and he has delivered a speech today 
which is full of venom of a personal character, and not as a public man or 
as a leader of a community or of a party. Sir, 1 would appeal to those 
who will go to the same lobby with him today if they really and sincerely 
believe that my personal # presence in the Cabinet, or the fact that 1 am 
still alive can ever be taken to be an obstacle to peace, good government 
and prosperity of Bengal. If not. Sir, I would ask them most respectfully 
to dissociate themselves from the observations which have been made by 
Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Sir, as regards the main question, my friend Mr. Banerjee has replied 
at great length and he has shown that whatever may he the present condi- 
tion of affairs, however unsatisfactorily the department of Civil Supplies 
may have been functioning in Bengal, it is hardly justifiable and fair to 
throw the blame on the Ministry for what has been done or for what has 
not been done, for what has occurred due to circumstances over which the 
Ministry had no control. Sir, it is obvious that at a time like this and 
when we were faced with an almost imminent enemy invasion we felt that 
it would not be proper for the Ministers who had little practical knowledge 
and experience of business to interfere with what the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies had been doing or to thrust their own opinion in modification or 
amendment of the policy that was laid down by the Directorate. The 
Directorate was headed by one of the most distinguished members of the 
Indian Civil Service and whafkver his faults or shortcomings may be, 
throughout his life he has had the reputation of being a very resourceful, 
energetic and a model public servant. His devotion to duty was well known 
And we all thought that when his name was suggested for the post of the 
Director of Civil Supplies, the matter would be in safe hands. Mr. Pinnell 
had before him the example of what they had done about food control in 
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England and as far as we are aware lie tried to follow the method that had 
been adopted in the United Kingdom with such modifications as were neces- 
sary in the peculiar circumstances of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Who told you that Mr. Pinnell followed 
the method of the United Kingdom? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was my information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Did you get the information from 
Mr. Pinnell or from the Governor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I got it from Mr. Pinnell. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is all wrong. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May he wrong, but that was 
the information I got. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He learnt about food control in Britain 
much later. Three months after he saw that his scheme was a failure and 
that he could not handle the matter any longer he read the book. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is not for me to defend 

Mr. Pinnell. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But you are defending him. Why 
should you defend him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not defending him. He 
was the man who might have been trusted. He came with a good record 
and I do not defend what he has done, but I ain defending the officer. I 
say he came with a good record and therefore we decided that he would be 
able to do something to meet the exigencies of the situation. 

Now, Sir, we had associated with Mr. Pinnell, Indian members 
of the Civil Service who bad reputation as successful public servants. 
(Dr. Nai.inaksha Sanyal: They were never trusted.) We thought that 
the policy they had formulated would be the best policy in the circumstances 
on each particular occasion. If it is found that the policy they had 
undertaken had failed, I submit most respectfully that the Ministers cannot 
be blamed at the present moment for that failure for which they did never 
or could never know the consequence when the policy was first embarked 
upon. 

Now, Sir, apart from the question of policy, it is true that at the present 
moment the situation is very acute and it is easy to formulate a charge 
against the Ministry by harping upon a thing which is at the present 
moment disturbing the attention and mind of Indian and non-Indian alike, 
of all sections of the community. It is easy to draw conclusions in con- 
demnation of the Ministry for all that ha% happened during the past few 
months. 

Now, Sir, I do not for a moment seek to minimise the seriousness of 
the situation. If there has been a failure and if the House think that 
the failure was due to what the Ministry has done, it is not for me to dictate 
to the House what opinion they should hold, but so far as I am concerned. 
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I may say and I say it with a great sense of responsibility that I have never 
been anxious to cling to office. (Laughter from Muslim League benches.) 
Just listen and you will find that there is no room for merriment on this 
point. I have never been anxious for office and during the last few months 
I have told His Excellency the Governor to take steps to constitute a 
National Government in Bengal composed of representatives of all sections 
of the House. Even day before yesterday 1 spoke to my friend the Leader 
of the European Group to use his influence with all sections of the House 
to form a National Government. Sir, I may tell the House that even 
yesterday I told His Excellency — 1 have written to him — that nothing is 
nearest my heart than to see a complete Government established in Bengal, 
and I have gone so far as to say that if at any moment it is found that I 
am a hindrance to the formation of a complete Government I will resign 
the very moment I am asked to do in order that such a Government may 
be formed. It is for His Excellency to decide in consultation with the 
leaders of all the groups what is the form of Government that is exactly 
suited to the needs and requirements of the province. I have had six most 
strenuous years of my life. 1 have never wished and I do not for a moment 
wish to cling to office if I find that 1 have forfeited the confidence of the 
members* of this House or of my countrymen. It is for His Excellency to 
call upon my resignation and it will be placed in his hands the moment he 
asks for it. I say this with a full sense of my responsibility that I agree 
entirely with Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy that the present state of things should 
not be allowed to continue. It is not a satisfactory state of things. At 
a fime when the situation is so serious, when everything is passing to a 
crisis, it is not the proper method to govern by having a sort of party 
system of Government and bickerings and charges and counter-charges on 
the floor of the House. 

This is the time, Sir, when the best talents of the country should be 

harnessed to the common cause of the country. The best talents should sit 

together, irrespective of party, irrespective of all other affiliations and apply 
their minds to find out what is the best remedy for the present state of affairs 
in the country. So far as that is concerned, as I have said, Sir, I am not 
saying this only now, but I have been saying this for months and months 
together that if at any time I am a hindrance I am prepared to walk out. 
I do not want to be a hindrance for a single moment for the formation of a 
complete Cabinet in Bengal. If' it means the consummation of the wish of 
Mr. Suhrawardv that I should lx* blotted completely out of existence, I am 
prepared to face my fate. I do not want to be anywhere where I am not 

wanted. If I have failed I take my failure with good grace. I want to say 

one last word. Wherever I am — in office or not — my services will always be 
at the disposal of my countrymen in any way that I may be called 
upon to do so. If there is a complete national Government, I will accept 
it most willingly, most gladly and most delightfully and give it the best 
possible assistance in my power. 

My friend Mr. Suhrawardy made a remark about which I thought I 
should say something in reply. He said that we never asked for the co-opera- 
tion of the public in tackling the various problems with which -we were faced. 
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Many a time we contemplated setting up committees and I may remind 
Mr. Suhrawardy that we wanted to have his co-operation, but for reasons 
best known to himself he did not condescend to give us the benefit of his 
advice and assistance. The question of food supply, the question of neces- 
saries of life can never be a party question. It is a question of such a vital 
importance that it should always go beyond and surmount all party or 
sectional considerations. From that point of view it is essentially necessary 
that there should be a non-party Cabinet in power. 

As regards the cut motions generally I have already submitted that 
although things are unsatisfactory and although it may be that the Ministry 
should have interfered or at least intervened and that it was their negligence 
to a certain extent which has brought about the present state of ihmgs, 
nothing would be gained by merely recording a vote of censure. I submit, 
Sir, that we are here to accept praise or blame. We have never for a 
moment assumed to ourselves infallibility. What we have done is that we 
have tried to do our best under most difficult circumstances. If there are 
others who can do better, it is for the party leaders to consider what they 
should do and for His Excellency to accept their advice. For myself, as I 
have said, I shall be ready and willing to co-operate and bring into operation 
any scheme for meeting the situation with which we are faced. 1 do not 
think I should discuss one or two cut motions which concern my department. 
It is very late and members are anxious to go to the lobbies. I have got 
nothing more to say. (Applause from the Progressive Coalition Party 
benches.) 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the denymd of 
Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, in view of the explanation given by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge, I ask leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 
(Applause from the Progressive Coalition Party.) 

The motion of Sir Henry Birkmyre that the demand of Rs. 1,58,29,000 
for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Before I put the next motion, I should like to remind 
the honourable members that there should be no crowding and no canvassing. 

The motion of Mr. K. A. Hamilton that the demand of Rs. 1,58,29,000 
for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division called with the following 
results : 


AYES— 99. 


Abdul Aziz, Maul ana Md. 

Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdul Hakim Vlkrampuri, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Karim, fir. 

Abdul iatH fifctta*, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed (HoakhaU). 
Abdul Mitalab 'Malik, tor. 


Abdulla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddlqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raphld Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashekl, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, (Khan fafefdMr MfUhM §• 

Maulvi aid. 
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Abidur Rua Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Abul Fail, Mr. Md. 

A bul Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abul Masud Kazi. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Amlnullah, Khan 8ahlb Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aulad Hossaln Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazl. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, fir. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Oaoca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensingh). 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Goiam Rabbani Abammad, Maulvi. 

Golam Sarwar Hoeatni, Mr. 8hah 8yed. 
Griffith/, Mr. C. 

Hafizuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan 8ahib. 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan 8ahib Maulvi. 
Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
MoGregor, Mr. G. G. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Khan 8ahib Maulvi 
(Tlppera). 


Mpgulre, Mr. L. T. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. 4ogendra Nath. 

Maniruddin A k hand, Maulvi. 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem All Motlah, Maulvi M. 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lerail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddlque, Khan Bahadur Dr. 
8yed. 

Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Musharruff Hossaln, Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, Khwaja Sir, K. C.I.E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. M. R. 

Powell, Mr. 4. A. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Safiruddin Ahmed, Hall. 

Sahebe-Alara, Mr. 8yed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Barker, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

8hahabuddin, Mr. Khwaia, C.B.E.. 
Slngha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Lltta Munda. 

8klpwith, Mr. W. E. 

8myth Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Speller, Mr. J. N. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. j. w. R. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddln Khan, Mr. 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker, Mr. 4. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf All Chpudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Chpudhury, Maulvi. 


NOES — 109. 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Hamid 8hah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Meah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Wahpb Khan, Mr. 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hoesain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi 
Kanta, of Muktagacha, Mymensingh. 
Ahmed All Enayetpurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

BadruddeJa, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, the Hon’ Me Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

BanerJI, Mr. P. 

Bant All. Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Pwpajlt. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prasad. 


Barman, the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath. 
Basu, the Non’ble Mr. Santoeh Kumar. 
Bel|-Nert, Miss P. B. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gpbindp Chandra, 

Biswas, Baku Lakshmi N arty an. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Chakrabgrty, Mr. 4|tln<Jra Nath. 
Chakrebarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 
Chippendale, Mr. 4. W. 

Das, Ral 8thlb Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Ral 8ahlb Klrlt Bhusan. 

Oas, Mr. ifempphan. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Das Gupta, 8rljut Narendra Nath. 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 
Ghees, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Giasuddin Ahmed. Mr. 

Goewaml, Mr, Tulsi Chandra. 

Duptm Me. 4ogeeh Chandra. 


afc’fc.v- 


0 amber Singh. 
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GyMudQin Ahmed Choudhury, Alhadj 
Habibullah, the Hon’bl# Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Dacca. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 8ysd. ^ 
Haianuzzaman, Maulvl Md. 

Hashem All Khan, ths Hon' We Khan 
Bahadur Maulvl. 

Haslna Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadgr, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvl. 

Jalaluddln Hashemy, Mr. 8yed. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Maulvl. 

Kazem All Mlrza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
8yed. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Lahfri, Babu Ashutosh. 

Maftzuddln Ahmed. Dr. (Bogra). 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosaln, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Dr. 8yamaprasad. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
8yed. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Mukherjl, Dr. H. C. 

MukherJI, Dr. 8harat Chandra. 

Mulllck, Sri Jut Ashutosh. 

The Ayes being 97 and the Noes 109, 


Mustagawsal Hague, Mr. 8yed. 
Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvl. 

Masker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 

Paul, 8ir Harl Banker. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandllal. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvl. 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Sankar. 

Roy, Kshirod Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patlram. 

Roy, 8hib 8hekhareswar, Kumar. 
Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 
8en, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

8en-Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

8hahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
8hamsul *Huda, Maulana. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

8ur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvl. 

Yousuf Mlrza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


the motion was lost. 


The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherjee that the demand of 
Rs. 3,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,58,29,000 
for expenditure under the head “6*1— Extraordinary charges in India’ ' be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 


The motion of Nawabzada K. Nasarullak that the demand of 
Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 


The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 
Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division called. 

(When the division bell was ringing, the following interpellation took 
place.) 


Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: May I just draw your attention to the point 
that according to our calculation the votes recorded by us should be 99 and 
not 97 as announced by you, Sir. There might be some mistake and I hope 
you will kindly ask the Secretary to go through the list again and, if possible, 
announce the correct result the next day. i 



DEMAND FOR ORANT. 


751 


1943 .] 

Mr. 8PEAkER: I have asked the Secretary to check the list carefully, 
and if there is any discrepancy it will be announced not next day but just 
after the voting* on the present motion. 

The House then divided, with the following result: — 


Banerji, Mr. P. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 
Gupta, Mr. <Jogesh Chandra. 
Mukherji, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 
Mulliok, Srijut Ashutoth. 


AYES — 12. 

Roy, Mr. Klran 8ankar. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

8an, Babu Nagandra Nath. 
Sen-Gupta, Mrs. Nallia. 

Sinha, Srijut Manlndra Bhutan. 
8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

NOE8 — 83. 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakeam, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Hamid 8hah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Meah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi 
Karya, of Muktagacha, Mymensingh. 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Badruddoza, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, the Hon'ble Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Barman, the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath. 
Basu, the Hon’ble Mr. 8antosh Kumar. 
Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 
Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Goswami, Mr. Tutsi Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. <J. N. 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Alhadj. 
Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Dacca. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 


Hashem Ali Khan, the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan 8ahlb Maulvi. 
Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvi. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahlbzada Kawan Jah 
Syed. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Lahirl, Babu Ashutosh. 

Mafizuddln Ahmed, Dr. (Bogra). 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandai, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandai, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Dr. 8yamaprasad. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syed. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Solalman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 

Paul, Sir Harl Banker. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Pramanlk, Mr. Tarlnloharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Kshirod Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

8hamsuddin Ahmed, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Shamsuf Huda, Maulana. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 12 and the Noes 93, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 
IJs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63— -Extraordinary charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 



SITTING ON 29th MARCH. 


[27th Mar., 


The motion of Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman that the demand 
Rs. 1,58,29,000 for expenditure uilder the 'head “63 — Extraordinary 
Lrges in India” 'be reduced by Rs. 10Q was then put and lost. 

The* motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 

1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “68 — Extraordinary charges 
India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 

1,58,29,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary charges 
India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu that a sum of 

1,58,29,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Kxtruordi- 
y charges in India” was then put and agreed to. 

Miscounting of division results. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It appears that in counting the votes on the cut motion 
13 moved by Mr. Hamilton there was a mistake. The Ayes were declared 
:>e 97 and the- Noes 109, but on further scrutiny it appears that the Ayes 
e 99 and the Noes 109. The result therefore remains the same. The Noes 
e it. (This was greeted with table thumpings from the Muslim League 
ches.) 

Hours of sitting on the 29th March, 1943. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Before you adjourn today’s proceedings, 
y we know when we are sitting on Monday to debate on Jails ? We re- 
re at least \\ hours for discussion on that subject. I may also draw your 
mtion to the fact that Monday is the last day for budget cut motions, 
j afternoon session will, therefore, automatically close at 6 p.m. The 
;rnoon session may therefore commence at 3 p.m. at least, if not earlier. 

• submission is that the morning session be held at 9 o’clock to enable 
House Jo have at least 1 A hours for discussion on Jails. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as the time for the afternoon sitting is concerned, 
t will be announced in the morning after the sitting in the morning. 

; as regards the sitting in the morning, there has been a lot of exchange 
dews between the Whips and prominent members of the different parties. 
ippearB that they could not come to any agreement. A suggestion was 
le by some that it should be 9 a.m., but the Hon’ble Chief Minister stated 
t it would be very inconvenient for him if 9 a.m. was fixed, 
insisted that the time should be 10 a.m. as originally fixed. If we stick 
10 a.m. there may be some difficulty. Therefore I suggest a vm media : 
us sit at 9-30 a.m. on Monday. So far as the questions are concerned, 
U'ding to the rules we cannot do without questions; we must have some 
stions. Therefore, I have asked my Secretar} T to see that there may not 
fcoo many questions. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 1-50 mm. till 9-30 a.m. on Monday, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
29th March, 1943, at 9-40 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syjid Nausiieu Ali) in the Chair and 187 
members. 

Resignation of the Chief Minister. 

Mr. KIRAN 3ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, before you begin the 
proceedings of the day, may I with your permission ask a question to the 
'Chief Minister? The city is full of rumours of his resignation. May I, 
Sir, enquire whether that is a fact, whether the Chief Minister has resigned; 
secondly, if so, what are the circumstances under which he has been forced 
to resign; and thirdly, Sir, if his resignation means the resignation of the 
entire Cabinet ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 would have been 
reluctant to say anything, but a pointed question lias been put to me by 
the Leader of the Congress Party. I feel that I owe it to tfhe House, when 
a question like this is put, to take the House into confidence and to state 
the facts. Sir, it is true that last night 1 was sent for by the Governor and 
1 was with him from about 7-30 to over 9 p.m. A long discussion took 
place about the formation of a national Cabinet and various proposals Were 
put forward, some of which I could not accept consistent with self-respect. 
His Excellency the Governor suggested to me that I should formally tender 
my resignation. I said 1 could not do so unless I had time to consult my 
party and my colleagues. To this, the Governor did not agree and I had 
to sign a letter of resignation. I do not wish to disclose any further 
details just now but shall make a further statement before the House on my 
return from Delhi where I am proceeding tomorrow night. The letter of 
resignation which I was made to submit has been accepted by His 
Excellency and the letter of acceptance readied me last night at about 
10 p.m. In spite of all that has happened, I maintain and I am confident 
that I still enjoy the confidence of the majority in Ibis House. Therefore, 
my answer is that I have tendered my resignation and that resignation has 
been accepted. As regards the circumstances, I have made a brief state- 
ment and I would defer making a detailed statement. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: What is the position of the Cabinet in 
view of his reply ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a constitutional ques- 
tion. Whether the other Ministers should go cut and formally tender their 
resignation it is not for me to say. So far as I am concerned, I have 
tendered resignation and that resignation has been accepted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the letter of resigna- 
tion was kept typed and ready at Government House for his signature and 
that he was also asked to choose between signing that letter and his being 
dismissed ? 
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The Hon’ble. Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ. If my frieod Dr. Sanyal puts 
that question to me as a member of this House and claims the privilege of 
the House to have that statement from me I have to make a statement. If 
he insists I will do that. * 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I do insist. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. It is true that the letter of 
resignation was ready typed. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : At your suggestion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, would you kindly 
enlighten me? In the circumstances we feel that the House would be 
unanimous in demanding the recall of the Governor Sir John Herbert. 
Will you kindly let us know the procedure for that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Let us finish today’s business first. I 
do not mean the business on the agenda. Let us see what we can do now. 
Whether there can be any recall of the Governor or not, that is a separate 
matter. You may consider it on a subsequent occasion. 

Mr. Fazlul Hfiq, may I know from you what was the nature of your 
responsibility — joint or several, or joint and several? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Joint and several. I am 
referring constitutionally. The Cabinet ought to be functus officio with my 
resignation. I am not sure at this moment whether formal letters of 
resignation have been tendered by the^ other Ministers, but so far as I am 
concerned, the matter is finished. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of this statement, we feel that 
the House can no longer proceed with the budget discussion and, Sir, we 
want first of all a vote of confidence to be moved in the Chief Minister 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq (Cries of “Hear! Hear!” from the Progressive 
Coalition Party benches.) and his Cabinet colleagues. Therefore, Sir, T 
give you due notice thereof just now immediately after the statement and 
we request you to postpone further discussion of the budget until disposal 
of that vote of confidence motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards the budget, cannot 
any other Minister move it? 

(Cries of “No, no.”) 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the statement made by Mr. Fazlul Huq 
that he tendered resignation of his office as Chief Minister and that that 
resignation has been accepted and in view of the further fact that the 
responsibility of the Ministry was joint and several the Ministry, in my 
opinion, has ceased to exist. (Cries of “Hear! Hear!”) and consequently 
no business whatsoever can be transacted unless a new Ministry is formed. 

The House stands adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Monday fortnight. 

Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 9-50 a.m. till 3-45 p.m. qp 
Monday, the 12th April, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Production and stocks of paddy in 
Bengal. (Q.) pp. 214-220. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi 

Control of prices and its effect: (Q.) 
pp. 226-229. 

Demand for Grant — 

“42— -Cooperation” . p. 139. 

“03 — Extraordinary charges in 
India” pp. 723-724. 

Distress in Pabna district and Tost 
Relief work. (Q.) p. 358. 

Filling up ot the seats of the Jtsssure 
District Board. (Q.) p. 531. 

Office staff of Land Acquisition Col- 
ley tor, Calcutta (Q.) p. 651. 

Sales tax (Q.) p. 67)8. 

Badrudduja, Mr. 8ycd 

SptHial motion regarding supply and 
distribution ot foodstuffs, etc.: 
pp. 24-27. 

Balurghat incidents: (().) pp. 522-524. 

Ban 

On the use of cycle-rickshaws in 
Calcutta and its suburbs: (Q.) 
pp. 229-230. 

Banerjee, the Hon’ble Mr. PramathA 

Nath 

Alleged hardship to p«*ople duo to non- 
availability ot Judicial stamps at 
Raigani, Dinajpur . (Q.) p. 404. 

Alleged irregular attendance at court 
by the Munsif of Jhenidah: (Q.) 
p. 461. 

Alleged lapsing ot an amount meant 
for giving loans to the riot-affected 
people of Narayanganj subdivision : 
(Q.) pp. 647*648. 

Alleg<*d purchase of foodstuffs by Gov* 
eminent for refugees from Arakan s 
(Q.) pp. 605*608. 

Allowances paid to jurors attending 
Sessions Courts : (Q.) pp. 279*260. 

Amusement tax and cinema houses at 
Serampore: (Q.) pp. 461462. 
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Baaerjee, tn« NMi’Mf Mr. Prsaatlia 

Nath-— contd. 

Appointment of clerks in Civil Courts 
of Dinajpur after the enforcement 
of Communal Ratio Rules : (Q.) 

pp. 278-279. 

Cess certificate cases in the district of 
Palma: (Q.) pp. 525-526. 

Compensation paid to the ejected ten- 
ants of khas m ah at lands at Kalim- 
pong : (Q.) p. 320. 

Damage to crops due to broaches in 
the Gumti embankment : (Q.) 

pp. 524-525. 

Defalcation at Mymensingh District 
Treasury : (Q.) pp. 277-278. 

Demand lor Grant — 

“27 — Administration of Justice”: 
pp. 81, 92. 

“03 — Extraordinary chargee in 
Yudin": pp. 734-741. 

“54 — Kami no” : pp. 191, 190-198. 

“7 — Land Revenue” : pp. 237, 256- 
263, 264. 

Distress in Burdwnti district: (Q.) 
p. 711. 

Distress in cyclone-affected parts of 
Midnapore district and realisation 
of revenue: (Q.) pp. 050-651. 

Distress in Manikgnnj subdivision : 
(Q.) p. 463. 

Distress in Pabna district and Test 
Relief work : (Q.) p 358. 

Jurors of the ltangpiir district: (Q.) 
p. 321. 

Office start ol Land Acquisition Collec- 
tor, Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 652-654, 

Provincial Coal Control Scheme: 
(Q.) P- 612. 

Purchase of fioe in “Denial Areas” : 
(Q.) pp. 665-672. 

Rangbang Estate, Darjeeling, and 
Ejectment Notice: (Q.) p. 624. 

Ravages of cyclone in Midnapore dis- 
trict: (Q.) pp. 212-213. 

Relief measures in certain cyclone- 
affected areas of Midnapore : (Q.) 

p. 712. 

Relief to agriculturists of some thanas 
in Nator subdivision : (Q.) pp. 648- 

650. 

Remission of l has mahal rente in 
Faridpur district: (Q.) pp. 526* 
528. 

Remission of rents in respect of hold- 
ings in char Tamaraddi, police- 
station Hatya, Noakhali : (Q.) 

pp. 280-281. 
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Baaerjee, tit H#a*Me Mr. Mrai Bttfea 

Nath — concld. 

Rise in price and transport of essen- 
tial articles: (Q.) pp. 533-535. 

Shortage of food crop in the district 
of Jalpaiguri : (Q.) pp. 613-615. 

Statistics of foodstuffs in Bengal and 
control of price : (Q.) pp. 655-658. 

Staying of certificate proceedings in 
certain cyclone-affected parts of Mid- 
napore district: (Q.) p. 651. 

Supply of kerosene oil in Brahman- 
baria subdivision : (QJ pp. 532- 

m 

Supply ol rations to the workers of 
the Bengal Government Press : 
(Q.) pp. 535-536. 

Supply of seeds on loan to the distress- 
ed people of certain parts of 
Tippera district : (Q.) pp. 654-655. 

Supply of wagons for the transport of 
rite and paddy into the Pabna dis- 
trict: (Q.) pp. 609*611. 

Temporary officers tor collection oi 
agricultural loans at Kisboreganj . 
(Q.) p. 462. 

Typists and copyists in the Chitta- 
gong Civil Courts: (Q.) pp. 220- 
221 . 

Waiting room in Sessions Court build- 
ing, Rangpur* (Q.) pp. 460-461. 

Banerjee, Mr. Satyapriya 

Council ol Ministers and their advice 
to His Excellency the Governor . 
m P- 272. 

Family allowance tor security prisoner 
Sj. Panchanan Chakravarty ; (Q.) 

p. 466. 

Legislation regarding attendance of 
imprisoned members of the Assembly 
at meetings : (Q.) p. 472. 

Police search in the office of the 
Bengali monthly Jayasree: (Q.) 
pp. 231-232. 

Tribunal for political security pri- 
soners: (Q.) p. 514. 


Banerjee, Mr. 8ibnath 

Allowances to security prisoners : 
(Q.) p. 359. 

Ravages of cyclone in Midnapore dis- 
trict: (Q.) pp. 212-213. 

Review of the cases of security pri- . 
soners by the Special Tribunal : 
(Q.) pp. 170-171. 
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Bamrii, Mr. P. 

Demand for Grant — 

“40 — Agriculture” : pp. 870-372, 

“54 — Famine” : pp. 193-194. 

“25 — General Administration — Debt 

Conciliation” : p. 145. 

4 ‘2.) — General Administration — Gene- 
ral Administration” : pp. 496-499. 
“29 — Police” : pp. 626-629. 

“8 — Provincial Excise” p 97. 

Bank ura District Board 

Arrest of certain membeis ot the — . 
(Q.) pp. 1.54-155. 

Barma, Mr. Puspa|it 

Demand for Grunt — “40 - Agr icultuiv” 
p. 390. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Protad 

Alleged hardship to people due to non- 
availahility of Judicial stamps at 
Raiganj, Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 403. 
Appointment of clerks in Civil Courts 
of rtinajpur alter the enforcement 
of Communal Ratio Hules. (Q.) 
pp. 278-279. 

Barman, the Hon'ble Mr. Upendra Nath 

Alleged complaint against Directorate 
ol Civil Supplies h\ Jossore people 
(Q) p. 419. 

Alleg<*d curtailment ot certain lacili- 
ties to workers ot the Calcutta 
Tramways Company, Limited (Q.) 
p. 419. 

Appointment ot Forest Officers trom 
the Muslim community . (QA p. 323. 
Arrest ot certain Bengali paddy 
traders in Assam : (Q.) pp. 172-175. 

Cancellation ol tender trom a firm 
after acceptance by Government: 
(QA P- 420. 

Control of prices and its ettect. (QA 
pp. 226-229. 

Dearness allowance tor the factory 
workers. (Q.) p. 411. 

Demand for Grant — 

“43 — Industries — Cinchona” : pp. 

312, 315-319. 

“43 — Industries — Industries” . p. 289. 
“8 — Provincial Excise” : pp. 96, 
103, 

Distribution of foodstuffs and fuel 
through selling agencies: (Q.) 

* p. 417. 

Export of paddy and rice from Ben- 
o gal: (Q.) pp. 236-237. 
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Barman, tk« Han’Mt Mr. UpaadraNaBl 

— concld. 

Government measures for the supply 
of essential (-ommodities : (Q.) 

pp. 283-284. 

Hand-made paper demonstration: 
(QA pp. 157160. 

Hold-over questions: p. 474. 

Muslim students of the Calcutta 
Technical School and their observ- 
ance ot hht>v>ha festival : (Q.) 

p. 407. 

Opening of more centres for Hub-Over- 
seer Examination . (QA p. 414. 

Price control in Raiigpur district: 

(QA p. 418. 

Price of standard cloth : (Q.) pp. 222- 

225. 

Prosecutions lor profiteering in kero- 
sene oil in Brahinanbaria subdivi- 
sion: (Q.) p. 414. 

Sale of standard cloth: (QA p. 410. 

Scarcity at Uangpur due to failure of 
crops- (QA pp. 234-235. 

Silk industry in Bengal (QA 
pp. 160-167. 

Starml question No. 168: p. 325. 

Supply ot coal and engirte oil indus- 

tries: (Q.) p. 417. 

War supply hv Industries Department 
of Bengal Government: (QA p. 416, 
Basu, the Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 

Appointments in the Bengal Medical 
Service : (Q.) p. 403 

Appointment ol Assistant Analysts in 
tin* Bengal Public Health Laborur 
lory (QA p. 409. 

Appointment ot Chairman of Bunkum 
District Board. (Q.) p. 70. 

A.H.P. Medical Scheme: (QA |». 409. 

Bye-election ot Union Bourds within 
Natore subdivision : (Q.) p. 460, 

Demands tor G rants — 

“50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil 
Works not charged to Revenue”: 
pp. 352-353. 

“03— Extraordinary chnrges in 
India”: pp. 674, 742-744. 

“57 — Miscellaneous”: pp. 1H0-191. 

Filling up of the seats of the Jessore 
District Board : (Q.) p. 531 

Liaison officer between Civil and Mili- 
tary authorities in Bengal (Q.) 

' p. 124. 

Nomination to Union Boards in Hang- 
pur district and recommendation* 
of members of Legislature : (Q.) 

p. 660. 
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Baiu, tbs Hon’Mo Mr. HrMi Komar 

—~COTbCld. 

Speech by — on demand for grant under 
head "25 — General Administration — 
General Administration" : pp. 583- 
688. 

Transport lorries of factories : (Q.) 

p. 530. 

Bengal Medioal. Service 

Appointments in the — : (Q.) p. 403. 

Bhawmik, Or. Gobinda Chandra 

Demand for Grant — 

“37 — Education — General” : pp. 449- 
450. 

“54 — Famine”: pp. 195-196. 

Bill 

Bengal Finance, 1943- p. 288. 

Birkmyre» Sir Henry 

Demand for Grant — 

“63— Extraordinary charges in 

India”: pp. 692-94, 748. 

“8— Provincial Excise” : p. 102. 
Speech by — on his cut motion : pp. 501- 
502. 

Burma Evacuees 

Relief to—: (Q.) p. 709. 

Bye-eleotion 

Of Union Boards within Nature sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 460. 

Caloutta Technical School 

Muslim students of the— and their 
observance of Iduz-zoha festival: 
(Q.) p. 406. 

Caloutta Tramways Company, Limited 

Alleged curtailment of certain facilities 
to workers of the—: (Q.) p. 418. 

Campaign 

“Grow More Food” : (Q.) p. 71. 

Cancellation 

Of tender from a firm after acceptance 
by Government: (Q.) p. 420. 

Censoring 

Delay in the letters of security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 906. 

Boat oartiltoata oases 

In the district of Pabna : (Q.) pp. #25- 
526. 

Cets 

Levy of education— in districts of 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 61. 
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Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath 

Admission of students in the First 
Year Overseer Class oT Dacca Engi- 
neering School in 1942: (Q.) p. 63. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan 

Special motion regarding supply and 
distribution of foodstuffs, etc. : 
p. 37. 

Char Tamaraddi 

Remission of rents in respect of hold- 
ings in — , police-station Hatya, Noa- 
khali: (Q.) pp. 280-281. 

Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada 

Delay in censoring the letters of 
security prisoners: (Q.) p. 266. 

Family allowance for Mr. Manmatha 
Nath Das, a security prisoner: (Q.) 
p. 512. 

Medical treatment of a security 
prisoner . (Q.) p. 698. 

Supply of rations to prisoners' in jail . 
(Q.) p. 234. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath 

Distribution of foodstuffs and fuel 
through selling agencies : (Q.) p. 416. 

Speech by — on demand for grant under 
head “25 — General Administration — 
General Administration” : pp. 560- 
562. 

Chaukidari Enquiry Committee 

Recommendation of the — : (Q.) p. 601. 

Civil Supplies 

Expenditure for maintaining the 
Directorate of — (Q.) p. 365. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Demand for Grant — “40 — Agricul- 
ture’ . (Q.) pp. 380-381. 

Supply ot improved varieties of sugar- 
cane seeds to cultivators: (Q.) 
p. 109. 

Coal 

Supply of — and engine oil to industries : 
(Q.) p. 417. 

Coal Control Sohome 

Provincial — : (Q.) p. 611. 

Collootive fines 

Realisation of— in the Birbhum district : 
(Q.) pp. 518-622. 
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Communal Ratio Rules 

Appointment of clerks in Civil Courts 
of Dinajpur after the enforcement 
of—: (Q.) PP- 278-279. 

Compensation 

Paid to the ejected tenants by khus 
tnahal lands at Kalimpong ; (Q.) 

p. 320. 

Control 

Of prices and its effect ■ (Q.) pp. 226- 

229. 

Conveyance allowance 

To the Assembly staff for late sittings. 
Decision about granting — : p. 673. 

Counoil of Ministers 

And their advice to His Excellency the 
Governor (Q.) p. 272. 

Crop loan 

To Gonlundu Central Co-operative 
Bank. Sanction of short term — ■ 
(Q.4 pp. 213-214. 

Cycle-rickshaws 

Ban on the use of — in Calcutta and its 
suburbs • (Q.) pp. 229-230. 

Cyclone 

Ravages ol — in Midnapore district: 
<Q.) pp. 212-213. 

Damage to orops 

Due to breaches in the Gumti embank- 
ment (Q.) pp. 524-52"). 

Dangapara Bridge 

Construction of — over Honaidanga 

Khal (Q.) p. 408. 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

Shortage of food crop in the district 
ol Jalpaiguri: (Q.) p. 613. 

Das Gupta, SJ. Narendra Nath 

Grant of family allowances to certain 
security prisoners: (Q.) p. 405. 

Increasing of family allowances granted 
to certain security prisoners: (Q.) 
p. 697. 

Dearness allowance 

For the factory workers: (Q.) p. 411. 

Debt Settlement Boards 

In Xatore subdivision : (Q.) p. 321 . 

Defalcation 

At Mymensingh District Treasury: 

a (Q.) pp. 277-278. 


Defence of India Rule* 

Number of Muslims dealt with under 
the-: (Q.) p. 646. 

Delay 

In censoring the letters of security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 266. 

Demand for Grant 

“27 — Administration of Justice”: 
pp. 81-96. 

“40 — Agriculture”: pp. 368-396. 

”50 — Civil works" and ”81 — Civil 
works not charged to Revenue” : 
pp. 346-350. 

“42 — Co-operation” : pp. 126-144. 

“37 — Education — General” pp. 427- 
459. 

“63 — Extraordinary charges in India” • 
pp. 674-696. 719-752. 

“54 — Famine” . pp. 191-198. 

‘ ‘25 — General Adm in istra t ion — Debt 

Conciliation" p. 145. 

”25 — General Administration — General 
Administration" . pp. 470-507, 537* 
6(H). 

”43 — Industries — Cinchona”: pp. 312- 
319 

”43 — Industries — Industries”: pp. 289- 
319. 

“XVII — Irrigation, etc’ • pp. 326-333, 
334-346. 

”7 — Land Revenue": pp. 237-264. 

”57 — Miscellaneous”, pp. 175-191. 

”47 — Miscellaneous Departments” : 
pp. 198-211. 

”29 — Police" : pp. 625-645. 

”8 — Provincial Excise" • pp. 96-105. 

”41 — Veterinary": pp. 396-401. 

Demonstration 

In the Assembly compound pp. 333- 
334. 

Digging 

Of pits on either sides of Taki Itoad 
and compensation- (Q.) p. 265. 

Directorate of Civil Bupplite 

Alleged complaint against — by Jeasore 
people. (Q.) p. 419. 

Expenditure for maintaining the — : 
<Q.) p. 365. 

Distreei 

In Burdwan district: (Q.) p. 711. 

In cvclone-affected parts of Midnapore 
district and realisation of revenue: 
(Q.) p. 650. 

In Manikganj subdivision ■ (Q.) p. 463. 

Tn Pabna district and Test Relief 
work : (Q.) p. 358. 
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Distribution 

Of foodstuffs and fuel through selling 
Agencies: <Q.) P- 416. 

Of kerosine oil in Bongaon subdivi- 
bion : <Q.) p. 646. 

Of seeds to agriculturists: ( Q .) p. 617. 

Distriot Board 

Filling up of the seats of the Jes- 
sore— (Q.) p. 581. 

Division 

On the cut motion of Dr. Nalinaksha 
Kanyal on the demand for “40 — 
Agriculture” : pp. 395-396. 

On a motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar 
8ur on the Demand for Orant under 
“29 — Police” : pp. 644-645. 

On the motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar 
Sur under the head ”63 — Extra- 
ordinary charges in India”: p. 751. 

On the motion of Mr. K. A. Hamilton 
under the head “63 — Extraordinary 
charges in India”, pp. 748-750. 

On the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal : pp. 597-598. 

On the motion of Mr. Taiuixuddin 
Khan: pp. 595-597. 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath 

Arrest of certain members of the Ban- 
kura District Board : (Q.) pp. 154- 

155. 

Demand for Orant — “7 — Land Reve- 
nue”: pp. 240-241. 

Drainaga 8ohtme 

For the Kaliagbai in Midnaporc 
district: (Q.) p. 404. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 

Curtailment of privileges of interviews 
and correspondences of security and 
political prisoners m Midnapore 
Jail: (Q.) p. 268. 

Family allowance for security prisoner 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, M.L.A. : 
(Q.) p. 530. 

Health of Mr. Brojendranath Das, a 
security prisoner : (Q.) p. 508. 

Entdadul Haque, Kazi 

Allowances paid to jurors attending 
Sessions Courts: (Q.) pp. 279-280. 

Bye-election of Union Boards within 
Natore subdivision : (Q.) p. 460. 

Demands for Grants — “42 — Co-opera- 
tion” : p. 138. 

Jurors of the Rangpur district: (Q.) 
p. 321. 

Nomination to Union Boards in Rang- 
pur district and recommendations of 
members of Legislature: (Q.) p. 659. 


Engirt* oil 

Supply of coal and — to industries : 
(Q.) p. 417. 

Enquiry Committee 

Regarding the Dacca Jail Shooting 
incident : (Q.) p. 467. 

For Dacca Special Jail incident : (Q.) 

pp. 469-471. 

Expenditure 

Incurred for A. R. P. measures in 
Bengal : (Q.) p. 713. 

Export 

Of paddy and rice from Bengal: (Q.) 
pp. 236-237. 

Facilities 

Refusal ol certain — to political security 
prisoners by Superintendent of 
Rarisal Jail (Q.) p. 267. 

Foctory workers 

Dearness allowance lor the— > : (Q.) 

p. 411. 

Failure of crops 

Scarcity at Rangpur due to — (Q.) 

pp. 234-236. 

Family allowance(s) 

For Mr. Maninatha Nath Das, a secu- 
rity prisoner: (Q.) pp. 511-512 
512. 

For n member ol security prisoners : 
(Q.) pp. 512-513. 

For security prisoners (Q.) pp. 230- 

231. 

For security prisoner Mr. Nishitha 
Nath Kundu, M.L.A. : (Q.) p. 530. 

For security prisoner Sj. Panchanan 
Chakravarty : (Q.) p. 466. 

For security prisoner Babu Suresh 
Chandra Das Gupta : (Q.) p. 464. 

Grant of — to certain security prisoners: 
<Q.) P. 465. 

Increasing of — granted to certain 
security prisoners: (Q.) p. 697. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Enquiry committee regarding the 
Dacca Jail shooting incident: (Q.) 
p. 467. 

Fatka market 

Recommendation of the Special Officer 
on — : (Q.) p. 325. 
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Fazlul Him, tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Admission of students in the First Year 
Overseer Class ol Dacca Engineering 
School in 1942: (Q.) l>. 64. 

Air raids in Bengal : (Q ) P- 232. 

Air raids on Calcutta area: (Q.) 
p. 406. 

Air raid casualties- (Q.) p. 233. 
Allowances to security prisoners: (Q.) 
p. 360 

Appointment oi Home Guards and the 
members oj the Muslim League : 
(Q.) p. 368. 

Appointment of Sub-Inspectors of 

Police from the Chittagong Division : 
(Q.) pp. 715-716. 

Arrest of certain members of the 
Bankura District Board • (Q ) 
pp. 154-150. 

A. R. P. (Civil Defence) appointments 
in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 277. 

A. R. P. officer of Comilla- > 
p. 464. 

Balur^hat incidents (Q.) pp. 522-524. 
Ban on the use of cycle-rickshaws in 
Calcutta and its suburbs: (Q ) 
pp. 229-230. 

Compensating a security prisoner lor 
loss of articles- <Q.) p. 123. 
’Construction of Dangapara Bridge over 
Sonaidanga Khal : (Q.) p. 408. 

Council of Ministers and their advice 
to His Excellency the Governor ■ 
(Q.) p. 272. 

Curtailment ot privileges of interviews 
and correspondences of security and 
political prisoners in Midnapore Jail 

(Q.) p. 268. 

Delay in censoring the letters of secu- 
rity prisoners: (Q.) p. 266. 

Demand for Grant — 

“40 — Agriculture”- pp. 392-394. 

“37 — Education — General” pp. 451- 

453, 454 , 455, 456 

“<>.‘1 — Kxtraordinaiy chargts in 

India” : pp. 744-748. 

“25 — General Administration — Gene- 
ral Administration” : pp. 588- 
595. 

“43 — Industries — Industries”: 
pp. 306-308. 

“7 — L fl nd Revenue”: pp. 254-256. 
“57 — Miscellaneous” : p. 175. 

“47 — Miscellaneous Department” : 

pp. 198, 207-210. 

“29— Police” : p. 625. 

“29-Police” , pp. 642-644. 


Faslul Him, tli* Haa'Wt Mr. A. K.— enntd. 

Distribution of kerosine oil in Bongaoik 
subdivision : (Q.) p. 647. 

Enquiry committee for Dacca Special 
Jail incident: (Q.) pp. 470-471. 

Enquiry committee regarding the Dncca 
Jail shooting incident : (Q.) pp. 467- 

469. 

Establishment of a District School 
Board at Rajshahi : (Q.) p. 62. 

Expenditure incurred for A. R. P. 
measures in Bengal • (Q.) pp. 713- 

715. 

Family allowance for Mr. Manmntha 
Nath Das, a security prisoner: (Q.) 
pp. 511-512. 

Family allowance for a number of 
security prisoners: (Q.) pp. 512-513. 

Family allowances of political security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 367. 

Family allowance for security prison- 
ers. (Q.) pp. 230-231. 

Family allowance for security prisoner 
Mr. Nishithn Nath Kundu, M.L A. : 
(Q.) i>. 530. 

Family allowance for security prisoner 
S,j. Panchanan Chnkravnrty : (Q.> 

p. 406. 

Family allowance tor security prisoner 
Babu Suresh Cliaudra Das Gupta : 
(Q.) pp. 464-41)5. 

Firing within Bolcpur station com- 
pound in Birhhum district: (Q.> 
pp. 516-518. 

Grant of allowance to one Kahindra 
Bhowmick • (Q ) p 105. 

Grant ol family allowances to certain 
security prisoners : (Q.) pp. 465-466. 

Grant of family allowance to certain 
security prisoners: (Q.) pp. 616-617. 

Health of Mr. Brojendranath Das, a 
security prisoner : (Q.) pp. 608-509. 

Increasing ol family allowances grant- 
ed to certain security prisoners: 
(Q.) p. 698. 

Internment of Maulvi Abdul Hamidi 
Majumdar of Comilla : (Q.) p. 112. 

Legislation regarding attendance of 
imprisoned members of Die Assembly 
at meetings : (Q.) pp. 472-473. 

Levy of education cess in districts of 
Bengal : (Q.) p. 61 . 

Medical treatment of Babu Kedareswar 
Sen Gupta, a security prisoner: (Q.) 
p. 510. 

Medical treatment of a security 
prisoner: (Q.) pp. 698-699. 
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Medical treatment of security prisoners 
suffering from various ailments : 
<Q.) pp. 167-169. 

Message of typhoon from Meteorologi- 
cal Department to the Subdivisions! 
Officer, Tamluk: (Q.) p. 114. 

Motion for passing the original grant 
under head “26 — General Adminis- 
tration — General Administration” : 

p. 476. 

Muslim clerical appointments in the 
office of the Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police, Intelligence 
Branch : (Q.) pp. 701-702. 

Number of Muslims dealt with under 
the Defence of India Rules: (Q.) 
p. 646. 

Persons arrested in Midnapore and 
detained as security prisoners: (Q.) 
p. m. 

Point of order about the admissibility 
of the cut motion moved by Mr. 
Tamizuddin Khan: pp. 476-477. 

Point of Privilege regarding illness of 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : 
pp. 718-719. 

Police search in the office of the 
Bengali monthly, Juyasree . (Q.) 

pp. 281-232. 

Practice shooting in the Sonarpur 
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